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communitKing James I Academy

ASSOCIATIONy
King James Community Centre is a venue for  learning, 

socialising, trying something new and discovering hidden 
talents.  We offer affordable sport and leisure facilities, 

organised activities and learning opportunities for everyone. 

From French to Film Club, Yoga to Youth Club, Taekwondo to 
Trampoline, it’s all here. We have a range of bookable spaces 

and a new programme of adult classes beginning in 2012 too 
so come along and see for yourself. 

01388 603 543
www.kingjames1academy.com 

King James I Academy Community Centre
South Church Road, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 7JZ
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MP  opens  new  sixth  form 
centre

Students enjoy the new facilities at the Sixth Form Centre, opened by Bishop Auckland 
MP Helen Goodman.
A new sixth form centre 
offering Level 3 students 
a dedicated space to work 
and socialise was officially 
opened recently at Bishop 
Auckland College by Helen 
Goodman MP.

The centre, which includes 
an advanced study area, 
a research area with new 
computers and a socialis-
ing hub, is located by the 
£500,000 Gateway for 
Higher Education centre 

opened last year by the 
University of Sunderland, 
on the second floor of the 
college’s Woodhouse Lane 
campus.
It is one of a number of new 
developments this term 
designed to further improve 
facilities for students 
following the opening of the 
new £32m campus in 2007.
The MP for Bishop Auckland 
was shown round the centre 
by College Principal Anne 
Isherwood as 30 sixth form 
students tried out the new 
facilities.
Cutting the ribbon, Mrs 
Goodman said, “I am 
delighted to be officially 
opening Bishop Auckland 
College’s new Vocational 
Sixth Form Centre. The 
College is on a journey 
to becoming outstand-
ing and this new facility 
will inspire all students to 
progress to university and 
employment.”
The College has 200 sixth 
form students and is now 
recruiting school leavers for 
the September 2012 intake. 
For more information, visit 
the college website at 
www.bishopaucklandcol-
lege.ac.uk.

SPICE TIMES
RESTAURANT 

AWARDS
2010

COUNTY 
DURHAM

SPICE TIMES
RESTAURANT 

AWARDS
2010

NORTH EAST 
CHAMPIONS

exquisite indian cuisine specialists

Part of the award winning Spice Island in Barnard Castle

We are now taking Christmas 
and New Year bookings

100 Main Street, Shildon. DL4 1AQ

01388 777 775

An easy to remember non-
emergency police number 
has been launched in our 
region.
The public are now able 
to call 101 for non-emer-
gency issues such as minor 
traffic collisions, criminal 
damage or if they want to 
speak to a local neighbour-
hood officer about an issue 
affecting their community.
The new number is being 
introduced as part of a 
national roll-out designed 
to make it easier for 
people to contact police.
Chief Constable Jon 
Stoddart said, “This 
is a simple number 
which should be easy 
to remember. We want 
people to use it when 
they're reporting a crime 
or incident, which doesn't 
need the 999 response.
"By using this number 
people will be able 
to contact their local 
officers, as well as helping 
to reduce the demands on 
the 999 system, which is 
for emergencies only.”

New  101  contact  
number launched

The new number will 
replace current non-
emergency numbers but 
calls will still be answered 
in the same police commu-
nications centres by the 
same police personnel.
When calling 101, the 
system will determine 
the caller's location and 
play a recorded message 
announcing the police 
force they're being 
connected to. If they are 
on a boundary between 
two or more forces, the 
recorded message will give 
them a choice of which 
force to be connected to.
Calls to 101 will cost 15p 
per call, no matter what 
time of day it is, or how 
long the call lasts. This 
means everyone calling the 
police will know exactly 
how much a call will cost 
them, whether they're 
calling from a landline or 
a mobile phone. Calls are 
free from public phone 
boxes.
People should continue to 
call 999 in an emergency.
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Barbara  helps  feline  friends

Local lady Barbara Bates 
has kindly donated crates 
of cat food to the value of 
£200 to two local animal 
sanctuaries. Barbara, from 
Cedar Grove in Shildon, 
won a writing competition 
online where her short 
story beat others to the top 
prize of £200 in Amazon 
vouchers.
Barbara told The Bishop 
Press, “As a lifelong cat 
lover it seemed appropriate 
to use it to benefit cats” 
after using the vouchers to 
purchase 360 tins of Felix 
cat food, which came in 15 
boxes. “Our house looked 
like a warehouse for a 
while!” she commented.
Barbara chose to share 

the cat food between 
Kays Hill Animal Sanctuary 
on Bildershaw Bank near 
West Auckland, and Cats 
Protection Wear Valley and 
Darlington Branch. The 
donations were put to great 
use with both homes caring 
for an increased number of 
cats and kittens this year. 
Christmas isn’t the best 
time of year to introduce 
a pet into a new home 
because of the extra noise 
and visitors. Most of the 
feline friends will be staying 

put over the festive period 
and enjoying a full belly, 
thanks in-part to Barbara 
and the wonderful staff at 
both animal homes.
Kays Hill are currently in 
the process of building 
a new cattery, as their 
current facility is in some 
state of disrepair. They are 
struggling financially and the 
shell of the new building is 
currently standing roofless. 
If any readers would like 
to make a donation contact 
079600 87605.

Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Cotswold 
BuildeRs

Plans Drawn Up
Full Builds, Extensions 

Garden Walls
Master Tradesmen

30 years in the trade
Quality Guaranteed

01388 778982
07984127722

Kevin Plummer and Leanne Whensley from Kays Hill collecting the kindly donated cat 
food from Barbara.

Christmas Memories

Margaret  Moffatt
The brightest, bonniest star

That’s my Mam 
So kind, so nice
And so loving

That was my Mam

Missed Christmas & everyday
Love James, Deborah, 

Katie & Holly

Services

Carpet Fitter & Vinyl Specialist
Tel: 01325 307935

Mob: 07946435177

For  Sale
Logs for sale

By the bag or the load
Tel: 07835028543

Leaflets
Please note, from January 

2012, the price of leaflets for 
distribution with The Bishop 

Press will be based on weight as 
well as size.

Contact The Bishop 
Press on 01388 775896

Police  stop  man 
with  car  faults
Billy Watson from Bishop 
Auckland was stopped 
by police in his Subaru 
Forester on the A68 near 
West Auckland on 18th 
July earlier this year, 
after an officer pulled him 
over for failing to wear a 
seatbelt. Mr Wilson, 35 of 
Ashcroft Gardens, then 
swore at the officer which 
prompted a more thorough 
vehicle check. He was then 
found to have a shattered 
windscreen, out of order 
wiper blades and a loose 
battery. 
Magistrates at Newton 
Aycliffe heard that the 
defects were potentially 
dangerous and that the 
loose battery could have 
caused serious injury in a 
collision. Wilson, repre-
senting himself, told the 
court that he was annoyed 
with the officer as the same 

PC had stopped him on four 
occasions that week for 
different offences. “I was 
a bit abrupt with the police 
officer and I apologised 
afterwards” he said.
Wilson explained that he 
had bought the car that 
day and was taking it for 
an MOT test, where the 
faults would have been 
rectified. He said he had 
15 years of clean driving, 
but magistrates heard he 
had a fixed penalty notice 
and three points on his 
licence for talking on a 
phone whilst driving. Mr 
Wilson said he had stopped 
at the roadside but as his 
engine was still running 
was deemed to be in 
charge of a motor vehicle. 
He was ordered to pay 
£135 in fines and had three 
penalty points added on 
his licence.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate
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Kar Kraft

 8 Chester Street - Bishop Auckland
01388 606 600

•	FREE WINTER HEALTH CHECK 
   on production of this advert
•	Servicing & repairs to all cars 

and vans. Timing belts fitted to 
petrol and diesels.

•	Welding & repairs to M.O.T. standard
•	Bodywork repairs to insurance standard
•	Free Estimates

Modern Touch
Cleaning Service
Domestic & Commercial

Landlord & Office cleaning
No job too small

Call Jonathan on
01388 662947

www.mtcleaning.co.uk

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
wrought iron

Green fingered students 
from a Bishop Auckland 
School attended a 
sponsored bulb planting 
afternoon at Butterwick 
Hospice recently to 
support their local charity.
The year 6 students from 
Etherley Lane Primary 
School planted over 200 
crocus bulbs, which were 
provided by Durham 
County Council as part of 
their planting scheme. 
Pots and compost were 
kindly donated by 

Ray Tinkler from Homebase and Fundraiser  Lindsey Brown help students to plant bulbs.

Homebase and Ray Tinkler 
from the Bishop Auckland 
store attended on the day 
to show the children how 
to pot their bulbs.
Lindsey Brown from 
Butterwick Hospice 
organised the event to 
coincide with National 
Tree Planting week. She 
commented, “The bulb 
planting was a lovely way 
to end the week of our 
planting campaign, after 
we planted trees with 
Durham Wildlife Trust and 

did rose planting in the 
hospice gardens. 
“The students found their 
afternoon informative and 
fun and the school will 
get the chance to return 
in the spring to see their 
crocuses in full bloom.”
The hospice hopes to get 
more schools involved in 
future activities through 
2012. 
To find out how your 
school could help, contact 
Lindsey Brown on 01388 
603003.

Etherley  Lane  pupils  are  
budding  gardeners

Residents are being 
reminded that refuse and 
recycling collections will 
change during the festive 
period.
Collections will run as 
normal up to and including 
Friday 23rd December, but 
will be carried out a day 
later than normal during 
the following week (w/c 
Monday 26th December).
Collections that are due to 

Christmas  bin  collection  
dates

take place on Friday 30th 
December, will be carried 
out on Saturday 31st 
December.
During the week 
commencing 2nd January, 
2012 collections will again 
be one day later than 
normal.
Collections will be back 
to normal in all areas of 
the county from the week 
commencing 9th January  

2012.
Between Boxing Day and 
Friday 6th January, there 
will be no bulky waste 
collection service. This 
service will resume from 
Monday 9th January.
Full details of collections 
over the Christmas and 
New Year holidays can be 
found at www.durham.gov.
uk/holidaybins or by calling 
0300 123 7070.

Teenager  jailed  for 
crime  spree
An 18 year-old Bishop 
Auckland man has been 
jailed for 3 years after 
going on a six-week long 
crime spree around the 
town. William Patton 
of James Street, Bishop 
Auckland stole a Ford 
Transit Minibus valued at 
£4,500 from King James I 
Academy and stripped two 
other vehicles of parts 
worth more than £11,000. 
He also stole items from a 
house in Eastlea Avenue to 
the value of £1,000 after 
using a garden rake to 
break into the property.
Patton had left finger-
prints at the scene and 
when questioned by 
police he also admitted 
to other unsolved crimes 
around Bishop Auckland. 
Other offences including 
taking cables and a cast 
iron junction box from 
Crook, and to handling 
a quad bike stolen from 
a shed in Willington. He 
had damaged a car whilst 
stealing a sat-nav system 
from a van in Bishop 
Auckland, and attempted 
to steal a quad bike from 
Copley. In a night-time 
raid on the Poundland 
shop in Newgate Street, 
Patton left a trail of de-
struction amounting to 
£12,000 worth of damage. 

He stole copper wiring 
from the air conditioning 
sytem – worth only pennies 
as scrap – and left the 
shop without heating for a 
fortnight.
All of these crimes took 
place in the six weeks 
between 19th September 
and 1st November this 
year. Patton admitted 
four charges of theft, one 
of burglary and one of 
handling stolen goods. He 
also asked the court for 
offences of burglary with 
intent to steal, criminal 
damage and two counts 
of theft to be taken into 
consideration. His rep-
resentative told Teeside 
Crown Court, “It is to his 
credit that he really does 
want to make a clean 
break of things and clear 
everything up. He has the 
maturity now to realise 
that unless he changes he 
is at risk of spending the 
rest of his life in and out of 
custody.”
Judge Peter Bowers jailed 
William Patton for 3 years 
and 1 month and said 
in sentencing, “These 
offences were particularly 
mean and selfish. Burglary 
causes huge problems – 
people never feel safe or 
comfortable in their own 
homes again.”

Cables Taxis
50 Princes Street - (01388) 602313

Big enough to cope, small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work, railways & hospitals.

Courier service, female drivers. 
Wedding car also available.

From 6:30am till late

Bookings are now being taken for Christmas Day
New Year bookings from Wednesday 28th

Book early to avoid disappointment
We would like to wish all our customers old and new 

a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year

House To Let
2 bedroomed house in the

Outskirts of Bishop Auckland
Double glazing, coal fired 

central heating
£95 per week

£350 bond.
Tel: 01388 606600

Mob: 07818 602243
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Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

Michael Bannister pleaded 
guilty to a charge of 
possession of heroin in 
Bishop Auckland when he 
appeared before magis-
trates at Newton Aycliffe 
recently, but to a second 
charge of possession of a 
bladed article he entered a 
not guilty plea. 
The 33 year-old, of 

Guilty  of  heroin  
possession

Musgrave Street, St. Helen 
Auckland, was fined £200 
including costs before 
being released by magis-
trates at Newton Aycliffe 
on unconditional bail. 
Bannister, who admitted 
to being an addict for 
seventeen years, will 
appear at Darlington on 6th 
March.

Staff at The Bishop Press 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
our readers, contribu-
tors and advertisers 
for making this paper 
what it is and for your 
continued support.
We would also like to 
say thank you to a few 
people who help bring 
you your paper every 
fortnight, come rain, 
shine or snow!
Most of  our contributors 
are volunteers  without 
whom, as a not-for-profit 
company, we would not 
be able to run. 
Thank you to James 
Burrage, who runs The 
Bishop Press website 
and to Barbara Spears, 
John Brennan and John 

Thanks  from  The  
Bishop  Press!

Fledgling photographer 
Val Ridpath could be on 
course for a new career 
– after a picture of a 
robin taken in her back 
garden was selected for 
a college’s corporate 
Christmas card.
Val had submitted the 
image as part of the 
coursework for her NCFE 
Photography course at 
Bishop Auckland College. 
But tutors thought it was 
so good it was selected 
for the college’s official 
festive greeting.
This week 1,000 copies of 
the professionally printed 
card have been distribut-
ed to employers, schools 
and other college partners 
across the North-East.
Val, 57, of Thistle Close, 

Fledgling  photographer  Val 
gets  1,000  Christmas  cards

Spennymoor, said, “I have 
been interested in photog-
raphy for years and years 
but it was only after I 
joined the course at Bishop 
Auckland College last 
September that I really 
got into it and bought my 
first SLR camera.
“I took the photograph 
of the robin this Spring 
while getting images for 
an assignment entitled 
‘welcome to my garden’. 
I was absolutely delighted 
when I was told it had 
been chosen for the 
college’s Christmas card.”
Val, who wants to pursue 
her new found love of 
wildlife and nature pho-
tography, plans to enrol on 
another, more advanced 
photography course at the 

college in the new year, 
having now passed her 
Level 1.
Principal Anne Isherwood 
said, “Val’s photograph is 
wonderful and as soon as 
I saw it I knew it would 
make a great college 
Christmas card - I am 
delighted we can promote 
students’ work in this 
way. Photography is a very 
popular course and we 
are running several more 
cohorts in the new year as 
demand is so high.”
For further details on the 
new courses starting with 
Bishop Auckland College in 
January, including photog-
raphy, visit www.bishop-
aucklandcollege.ac.uk or 
contact Client Services on 
01388 443000.

Val Ridpath is pictured with the Bishop Auckland College Christmas card.

Phelan, three voluntary 
contributors.
Thanks also to everyone 
at K&M Print, our dis-
tributor, Dave Hope, and 
to our many deliverers, 
who do a fantastic job in 
every weather conceiv-
able.
Our biggest appreciation, 
however, is for you, our 
readers, who make this 
paper what it is. Without 
your news and informa-
tion we would not be 
able to fill the paper 
every issue. Please keep 
it coming!
Merry Christmas to you 
all and we look forward 
to seeing you all in 2012!
From Jeff, Les, Steph, 
Sarah & Andrew at The 
Bishop Press.

Local police are concerned 
after receiving a number 
of reports regarding the 
theft  of vases, floral 
tributes and wreaths from 
West Auckland Cemetery, 
including those which were 
securely anchored to the 
ground.
These thefts have been 
very distressing for those 

concerned.
If anyone has seen 
anything suspicious, or 
has information relating 
to these thefts, they are 
urged to contact PC Rob 
Simpson on the new non-
emergency number, 101, 
or give information in 
confidence on 0800 555 
111.

Distressing  thefts  at  
cemetery

24 Church 
Street, ShildonSIMPSONS

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

we also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES
ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY 

REPLACEMENT
Telephone (01388) 777709

Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society has raised a 
fantastic sum of £876 for 
charity at the Town Quiz.
A spokesperson for 
the event commented, 

“Quizzical question master 
Glynn Wales did a magnifi-
cent job as always, and 250 
people took part in what 
has become known as the 
quiz event of the year.”

Town  quiz  raises  
funds
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‘pop man’
Quality soft drinks 

in glass bottles 
delivered to your door
Choice of 20 Flavours

Only 65p per bottle

07525 264861
Call Kevin on

Est 10 years

DO YOU HAVE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Waiting list to see the C.A.B. is up to 3 weeks!
Would you like debt advice within 48 hours?
Call Action for Debt in confidence

01388 608955
“If we can’t help, no one can”

We offer more options than anyone else 
So you can choose what’s best for you

www.actionfordebt.com

Sainsbury’s Bishop 
Auckland recently 
presented its local 
Woodhouse Close Church @ 
Community Centre  with a 
Community Grant for £200.
This will help to support 
the luncheon club’s 
Christmas dinners.
The Sainsbury’s 
Community Grant scheme, 
helping charitable groups 
in the local community, is 
funded by sales of ‘Bags 

Sainsbury’s  gets  it  in  the  bag 
&  supports  local  community

for Life’.  So for customers 
at Sainsbury’s Bishop 
Auckland buying a ‘Bag for 
Life’, this means that they 
are not only doing great 
things for the environ-
ment, but are also making 
a contribution to their 
local community. 
The store manager, Tom 
Phillipson, said, “Our 
store is at the heart of the 
local community and it 
is important that we can 

do as much as we can to 
support it. 
“Woodhouse Close Church 
@ Community Centre do 
a fantastic job, we were 
really pleased to be able 
to help out.”
Last year alone the 
Community Grants scheme 
provided £135k worth of 
donations, nominated 
by store managers and 
colleagues from stores 
nation wide.

Nicky Dixon, PR Ambassador from Sainsbury's, presents the cheque to Lunch Club 
Co-ordinator Peter Hall. 

Housing  staff  help  our  heroes
Staff at Dale and 
Valley Homes in Bishop 
Auckland have been 
busy supporting Help For 
Heroes over the festive 
period, in memory of 
their late chairman 
Norman Button. Mr 
Button was an ex-ser-
viceman and devoted 
supporter of the charity. 
The company has raised 
nearly £400 through a 
barbeque breakfast, a 
Haloween fun day and a 
secondhand book sale. 
Emily Butler is a manager 
for the company and 
worked closely with Mr 
Button. She said, “We 
wanted to do something 
to remember Norman 
and Help For Heroes was 
his favourite charity.
“It seemed fitting that we 
should do this because 
it was a positive thing 
and Norman was such 
an active and positive 

man. It doesn’t sound like 
much money but we are 
a small company. The fun 
day was a huge success 
with people dressing up 

and playing silly games. 
We also baked cakes and 
ate lots of chocolate. We 
hope Norman would have 
appreciated our efforts.”

Emily Butler and colleagues from Dale & Valley Homes 
celebrate money raised for Help for Heroes.

Shop  celebrates 
decorative  hat-trick
Staff at Shewan Opticians 
are jubilant after winning 
a festive window dressing 
competition for the third 
year in a row. The shop 
on Newgate Street in the 
town has once again been 
crowned the winner in the 
annual contest for retailers 
in Bishop Auckland town 
centre.
This year saw a record 
number of 20 entrants, 
with judges commenting 
on noteworthy displays 
from Northern Rock, Lady 
B Wear, Reeds Rains and 
Isis Moon. Bishop Auckland 

town centre manager Steve 
McCormick said, “The 
judges were once again 
very pleased this year 
with the high quality of 
the displays and amount of 
effort the stores have put in 
to dressing their windows. 
They make a massive con-
tribution to the festivities 
in the town and I’m sure 
shoppers enjoy them.
“I would encourage anyone 
who hasn’t visited the town 
centre recently to pop 
down, take a look at the 
displays and soak up the 
festive atmosphere.”

Advertise in 
The Press
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

The Go North-East Bus 
Company is to run a half-
hourly daytime service 
between Crook, Bishop 
Auckland, West Auckland 
and Darlington, starting on 

Monday 23rd January.
A second new service, 
number 18, will operate 
between the Bishop 
Auckland and Woodhouse 
Close areas of the town.

New  bus  services

St Helen’s Parish Church 
in West Auckland will be 
holding a Christmas Eve 
Crib Service from 4pm. 
This short service for all 
the family will include 
popular carols and a crib 
scene.
A traditional Midnight 
Mass will also be held 
on Christmas Eve from 
11.30pm, while on 
Christmas Day a Family 
Mass will take place at 
9.30am.
“Do come along to St 
Helen’s and experience 

the real meaning of 
Christmas in our beautiful 
and historic parish church, 
everyone is welcome,” said 
a spokesperson.
St Andrew’s Church in 
South Church will be 
hosting a Christingle & 
Nativity Service from 
6pm on Christmas Eve, as 
well as a Midnight Mass at 
11.30pm.
On Christmas Day, a Holy 
Communion service will be 
held at St Anne’s Church in 
The Market Place, Bishop 
Auckland, at 9am.

Christmas  services
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Bail  conditions  
removed
Pre-hearing conditions 
meant that James Coglan 
could not enter licensed 
premises nor be drunk in 
a public place, but these 
were removed by magis-
trates at Newton Aycliffe 
recently, after the court 
heard that they had only 
been imposed approxi-
mately two months after 
he was initially charged. 
The 18 year-old of 
McCullagh Gardens, Bishop 
Auckland, is alleged to 
have punched two men 
outside of Sports Direct, 
in Bishop Auckland, 

at around 12.30am on 
the morning of 23rd 
September. 
He was arrested at about 
1am and released, no bail 
conditions were imposed 
at that time. 
There is an issue of iden-
tification in the case and 
several witnesses will be 
required. 
A Case Management 
Hearing will be held on 
1st February to agree 
which witnesses and what 
evidence will be needed 
for the trial at Darlington 
on 27th March. 

Teenagers  wrongly  detained 
over  car  theft
Two teenagers who found a 
five year-old girl asleep on 
the back seat of a stolen 
car and alerted the owner 
and police to the vehicle 
have told of their horrible 
ordeal with police. Tyler 
Thompson, 16, and 
Connor Roderick, 18, were 
arrested and taken into 
custody after police did 
not believe their version 
of events. They were held 
for four hours where they 
had fingerprints and DNA 
samples taken and their 
clothes confiscated. 
Tyler was on his way to 
buy milk with Connor at 
10.15pm on Friday 9th 
December when they 
came across an abandoned 
red Skoda Fabia with the 
engine still running. It had 
been stolen from outside 
the Royal Chef Chinese 
takeaway just around 
the corner with the 5 
year-old girl still sleeping 
on the back seat. The boys 
recognised the vehicle and 
Connor ran off to locate 
the owner. Tyler stayed 
to guard the vehicle and 
protect the young girl 

inside. Connor led the girl’s 
father back to his car along 
with police who had arrived 
at the scene. Officers then 
failed to believe their 
account of events and 
placed them under arrest.
“We couldn’t believe what 
was happening, we hadn’t 
done anything wrong” 
said Tyler. “We thought 
we were doing the right 
thing but the police just 
didn’t believe us – we were 
gutted. If we had left that 
car, I never would have 
been able to forgive myself 
if something had happened 
to that girl.”
Tyler has taken part in 
projects with local police 
as part of his work with 
Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Hooligans drama group. 
The best friends have never 
been in trouble with the 
police but now admit they 
may think twice before 
acting in the heat of the 
moment for fear of getting 
into trouble.
“We have had strangers 
coming up to us in the 
street asking us why we 
did it” added Connor. 

“Everyone in the village 
has been talking about 
it – it has been horrible. 
We were kept in a cell for 
doing something good, we 
felt like criminals.”
With the support of their 
family and friends Tyler 
and Connor are submitting 
a complaint to police 
regarding their handling of 
the incident. A spokesper-
son from Durham Police 
said, “Police arrested  a 
man and a youth at the 
scene of the incident as 
they matched a description 
given to police; they were 
later released without 
charge.
“The suspects were 
dealt with as quickly as 
procedures allow while 
ensuring that the matter 
was thoroughly investi-
gated. Two other youths 
have been arrested in 
connection with this 
incident and bailed pending 
further inquiries.” Anyone 
with any information 
pertaining to this crime is 
asked to call the new 101 
non-emergency number for 
Durham Police.

Prince Bishops Park

www.princebishopspark.co.uk

Notification of planning application  
for residential development

Ainscough Strategic Land
Thoughtfully achieving potential

Following extensive public consultation 
during 2011 Ainscough Strategic Land will 
be submitting a planning application in the 
immediate future for Outline Residential 
Planning Permission on land to the south  
of Douglas Crescent which is to the east  
of Bishop Auckland.
 

Further information is now available via the 
following:
 
•		Exhibition	stand	and	take	away	leaflet	is	
now	on	display	until	the	end	of	January	
2012 in the BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN 
HALL LIBRARY on Market Place in the 
town centre.

 
•	Visit www.princebishopspark.co.uk

Back  seat  handbag 
grab
Two people have been 
charged in connection with 
a handbag theft from the 
backseat of a car parked 
in Bishop Auckland Market 
Place. The victim, an 82 
year-old woman, had been 
shopping with her disabled 
husband in the town when a 
man opened the back door, 

snatched the handbag and 
ran off.
A 28 year-old man has been 
charged with theft and a 33 
year-old woman has been 
charged with handling 
stolen goods. They will 
appear before Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates Court 
on 30th December.
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Christmas is upon us once 
again and it is important 
that we all enjoy the 
festive period in a safe and 
happy manner.
As elected Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, I will continue to 
do my best by promoting 
the positive aspects of the 
town during this period and 
into the New Year.  
I have met so many people 
and have been touched 
by their warmth and 
generosity, especially 
during my fundraising 
events that have taken 
place to raise monies for 
my chosen charity, the 
Butterwick Hospice here in 
Bishop Auckland.
Christmas can be a happy 
and also a sad time of 
year, so it is important to 
take time to think about 
other people, especially 
our armed forces abroad, 
and those feeling lonely 

A  Christmas  message  from    
the  Mayor  of  Bishop  Auckland

Couple  enter  no  
pleas
Lesley Elizabeth Young 
and Terence Alexander 
Hutchinson of Bridge 
Street, Bishop Auckland 
were advised by magis-
trates at Newton Aycliffe 
recently that judges in 
their trial will take note 

that they had entered no 
pleas when they appear 
at Durham Crown Court on 
9th January. The two are 
alleged to have produced 
48 cannabis plants at their 
home. Both were released 
on unconditional bail.

and in need of friendship 
and support, especially the 
elderly and infirm.
Sandra and I would like to 

Man  threatened  
care  workers
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates Court has heard 
how a local man screamed 
abuse at staff at a 
children’s care home.  Carl 
Ashley Fitzgerald, from 
Weardale Drive, admitted 
to using threatening words 
and behaviour.
The prosecution told the 
court how the defendant’s 
brother had taken two dogs 
out for a walk, but when 
one attacked the other he 
had called for Fitzgerald to 
help. One of the care home 
staff commented after he 

struck one of the dogs and 
threw it into his car. His 
brother had to intervene to 
stop him attacking the staff 
member.
Ms Paul Sanderson for the 
prosecution told magis-
trates how Fitzgerald had 
told staff members “they 
were marked” before taking 
photographs of their cars 
using his camera phone. In 
mitigation the court heard 
how he had simply lost his 
temper. Fitzgerald was 
conditionally discharged for 
12 months.

The Mayor of Bishop Auckland John Lethbridge with his 
wife and consort, Sandra.

wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous New Year.
Mayor John Lethbridge.

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 07748 044808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Professional Artist Offers:
Portraits of family & friends
Your favourite landscapes

AN IDEAL PRESENT: 
Paintings undertaken from 

photographs in oils, 
watercolour, pastel or line. 

Mounting & Framing provided. 
Award winning artist John Tate 

has worked and exhibited in 
Russia, Scandinavia and the UK. 

He specialises in marine, aviation 
and rail subjects.

Call 01388 721325 for details

To Let
West Auckland

Four Bed Mid Tce & Two 
Bed Mid Tce Houses

Call Stuart on

07961779785

Free Month’s Rent
Call for further deatils
Other properties also 

available to let

Cash  and  cards  
taken  from house
A quantity of cash and bank 
cards have been stolen 
from a home in Bankwell 
Drive at High Etherley 
between 7pm and 8.20pm 
on Thursday 15th December 
when the property was 
unoccupied. Police are 
looking to trace the owner 
of a Ford Transit van that 
was witnessed leaving the 
scene at speed around 

the time of the incident. 
The van is described as 
metallic blue with dark 
blue or black writing on the 
side. It is believed to be a 
2005 model. Anyone with 
any information is asked 
to call Bishop Auckland CID 
on the new non-emergency 
number by dialling 101, or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

Plans  to  restore  Binchester   
Hall
Durham County Council has 
approved the conversion 
of Binchester Hall on the 
site of Binchester Roman 
Fort near Bishop Auckland. 
The conversion was 
initially granted planning 
permission in 2004, as the 
grandeur of the original 
Georgian aesthetics has 
been degrading for some 
time.

The poorly designed and 
incongruent extensions to 
the Hall that were added 
in the 60s and 70s would 
be demolished to create 
seven new homes. The Hall 
has had a number of uses 
throughout its lifetime, 
most recently as a nursing 
home which closed in 2002. 
The development would 
share an access road with 

the Roman fort and nearby 
Binchester Hall Farm and 
a courtyard would be 
created to allow private 
parking. The western wing 
of the building would be 
replaced with a more 
appropriately designed 
elevation creating seven 
two and three bedroomed 
apartments in the same 
area as the original hall.

Punched  Out  Cold
A campaign has been 
launched in Bishop 
Auckland aiming to stop 
people acting recklessly 
and using alcohol as an 
excuse. Durham Police 
will use strong images of a 
figure lying on a pavement 
and a body covered in 
a morgue as part of the 
nationwide ‘Punched 
Out Cold’ campaign that 
was launched in Bishop 
Auckland last week.
It comes following the 
death of two men in three 
years outside of the old 
Beehive pub, who each 
died following a single 
drink-fuelled punch whilst 

out socialising. 
PC Mick Urwin is alcohol 
harm reduction officer for 
Durham Police and was 
present at the launch in 
the Market Place. He said, 
“We have had a number of 
needless deaths over the 
last few years in County 
Durham and Darlington 
where a fight has broken 
out because of alcohol and 
a person has used more 
force than they realised.
“The point of this is, that if 
in the lead up to Christmas 
you are confronted with 
a violent situation – stop 
and think before getting 
involved.”

 TO LET  
RETAIL UNITS 

NEWGATE STREET 
312 sq ft 
500 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competative Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

TO LET  
Storage/Workshop 

also possibly suitable for 
car repairs 

NEWGATE STREET 
2000 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competitive Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

Tel no: 0777 1878 340

B’Auckland
New 2 Bed 

Cottages / Flats completed 
to a high standard

Furnished or unfurnished 
DG, & CH

Private parking available

Or 0777 5848 973
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

Bishop Auckland Tyres ‘n’ Tests Ltd
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

On the 3rd of December 
players, members, 
coaches, managers and 
parents supported Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club to 
raise money for the junior 
section. 
During the day the teams 
from the Under 12s right 

Youngsters  raise  
funds  with  bag-pack

through to the Under 
16s worked in shifts to 
cover 9.30am to 5pm shift 
at Morrison’s in Bishop 
Auckland,
Thanks to the kindness of 
the shoppers at the super-
market, the amazing sum 
of £1010.50 was raised.

Members of Bishop Auckland Rugby Club Juniors did a 
fantastic job bag-packing at Morrison’s.

B.A.F.C.  &  St  Mary's  Christmas 
Raffle  Draw  Winners
St Mary’s Juniors FC 
recently held a raffle in 
conjunction with Bishop 
Auckland F.C., raising 
almost £5,000 in the 
process. 
The winning numbers are 
as follows;
1st Prize: £1,000, No. 
8052, won by U14 D. 
Johnson 
2nd: Dewait Drill, 4228, 
U16s Mr. Layton 
3rd: Wine Hamper, 2419 
U15 J. Manning 
4th: Smellies Hamper, 
3513, U10 N. Hopps
5th: B & B at The Manor 
House, 6576, BAFC 
Partridge 
6th: Wine & Chocolate 
Hamper, 1425, Thexton
7th: £20 Trimmers 
Voucher, 2551, U15 
Chapman 
8th: Food Hamper, 8916, 
U18 Harry 
9th: Wine Hamper, 913, 
U10 P. Ellison 
10th: Ladies Watch, 6377, 
BAFC L. McMenemy 
11th: £30 Premier Inn 
Voucher, 2582, U15 J. 
O'connell
12th: Smellies Hamper, 
1397, U18 M. Yorke 
13th: Wine and Chocolate, 
3430, U9 Taylor 

14th: £10 Trimmers 
Voucher, 8299, U14 Carl 
W 
15th: Tin of Biscuits, 965, 
U10 C. Penberthy 
16th: Wine Hamper, 
1861, U13 T. Bradford 
17th: Wine Hamper, 
4897, U18 J. Hunt 
18th: Forget Me Not 
Flowers, 8687, U14 
Sherwin
19th: Rug Stick, 8563, 
U14 J. Horan 
20th: Wine Hamper, 
8525, U14 Mo Dixon
21st: Ladies Perfume, 
1248, U11 S. Gillett
22nd: Quality Street, 
1080, U10 C. Beach 
23rd: Drinks Hamper, 
1396, U18 Taity-Station
24th: Chocolate Hamper, 
562, U8 R. Young 
25th: £10 Trimmers 
Voucher, 7214, BAFC I. 
Mitchell 
26th: Drinks Hamper, 
6709, BAFC B. Watson
27th: Eric Thompson 
Picture, 2114, U14 Ann 
Marie 
28th: Wine Hamper, 
3893, U15 M. Sully
29th: After Eights, 8965, 
U6 B. Stewart 
30th: Drinks Hamper, 
1372, U18 Decka-Station

31st: Filmar Voucher, 
7042, BAFC Bev Ross
32nd: Chocolate Hamper, 
3092, U18 Karen Kelly
33rd: £10 Trimmers 
voucher, 3954, U15 Zoe 
Smart 
34th: Drinks Hamper, 863, 
U9 D. Wood 
35th: Table Decoration, 
3864, U15 Hemming
36th: Wine Hamper, 1058, 
U10 Tristan
37th: Food Hamper, 111, 
U6 S. Dobson 
38th: Trimmers Voucher, 
8113, U14 P. Quinn 
39th: Christmas Hamper, 
4733, U14 Alice Pugh 
40th: Drinks Hamper, 
4251, U16 Phil Wood
41st: Food Hamper, 7585, 
BAFC Tony Duffy 
42nd: Wine Hamper, 8710, 
U14 Sue Ellis 
43rd: Food Hamper, 820, 
U9 Morrison
44th: Electric Can Opener, 
3159, U18s Eliz Taylor 
45th: Adidas Gift Set, 
8344, U13 I. Tyler
46th: Lynx Gift Set, 1819, 
U13 E. Hutchinson 
47th: Golf Balls Voucher, 
460, U8 Trevor 
48th: Meal for Four on 
match day, 480, U8 Dianne 
Nicholson.

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Bob watson 
Builders ltd

All types of building works, 
ground works, alterations 
& repairs undertaken at 

competitive prices

40 Years Experience

Tel: 01740 655559
Or Richie on 

07966250055

FLAT TO LET 
SPACIOUS 5 BEDROOM 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
TOWN CENTRE 

Rent on Application 
Self Contained 

Immediate Occupation 
Competitive Rent 

Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                  07793708266 

Advertise in The 
Bishop Press by 
calling Jeff on 

01388 775896 or 
07909992731

Alternatively, 
email 

thebishoppress@
yahoo.co.uk

Best large Potatoes
25 kilo (4st) - £5

Free Delivery in Town

10 kilo Carrots - £2
 12.5 kilo turnips - £4

E + E  CORN
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, 01388 603333

LACEYS  BAR
Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

Open every day from 12 noon (closed Sundays)

Opening Offers
Pint John Smith £1.69

Pint Fosters £2
£1 Bar All Day Every Day

Bottles Carlsberg, Carling & K2
House Vodka, Whiskey, Gin, Rum & Brandy

DJ La Bonk
Every Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 8pm


