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BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & CAR  SALES

51 MG Rover 75 2.5 ZT in bright red. 84k miles, full sport pack, alloys: Now £995
01 Vauxhall Vectra Est 2.2 LS grey met, Dec test, private plate on car: Now £995
05/54 Ford Transit SWB Van in white, one owner: £1995
92/J Peugeot 205 1.6 GTI in gleaming white, original GTI, 79k miles, 
12months MOT: £1995
07/57 Nissan Navara Aventura DCI Auto, pick-up, 50k, full test, 6 months 
tax, leather, DVD player & lots more: £9995 + VAT
01/Y For Mondeo 2.0 TD GHIA, 5DR in red. MOT, T & T Now £995
01 X Renault Megane 2.0 Coupe in grey met. T & T  Now £1095
04.04 Citreon Berlingo M+Space 1.9.D Forte in red  Now £1695
00W Ford Fiesta 1.8 TD 5 Door in blue met, T & T £895
05/55 VW Passat (new shape), 2.0 TDI 140 Sport Est Grey met, T&T: £5995

07906 785 235 
for details and bookings

57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

Don’t let the weather beat you!
NOW IN STOCK 

Snow shovels, sledges, ice scrapes & ice breakers

Council  commits  to  continued 
talks  on  Zurbarans 
Durham County Council 
is calling for all parties to 
reinvigorate discussions, 
in the wake of renewed 
concerns over the future 
of the world renowned 
Zurbaran paintings at 
Auckland Castle.
Following a generous offer 
by Philanthropist Jonathan 
Ruffer to purchase the 
paintings and retain them 
at the castle in Bishop 
Auckland a working group 
was set up.
The group is working 
towards finding a long-term 
future for both the paintings 
and castle and includes the 
Church Commissioners, 
Jonathan Ruffer, Durham 
County Council and the 
National Trust. 
Now some concerns 
regarding the deal between 
Mr Ruffer and the Church 
Commissioners have been 
publically raised the 
authority is stating its 
commitment to continued 
negotiations.  

The Francisco de Zurbaran paintings at Auckland Castle.

If the deal falls through 
- the painting and the 
castle may be sold on the 
open market, meaning the 
Zurbarans could end up 
abroad.
Leader, Councillor Simon 
Henig said, “Working 
with partners we remain 
committed to continued 

discussions and look 
forward to seeing all those 
involved build on the good 
work which has already 
been undertaken to secure 
a local future for these 
vital cultural assets.
 “The value the paintings 
and castle can play in 
the continued growth of 
culture based regeneration 
in County Durham should 
not be underestimated.
“As a council we will do 
everything possible to 
continue the partner-
ship discussions which 
it is hoped will see the 
Zurbaráns and Auckland 
Castle make significant 
contributions to the 
county’s economy.
“In addition, as the relevant 
planning authority, we 
maintain our view that the 
paintings form part of the 
listed status of the castle.”
The Rt Rev Justin Welby, 
Bishop of Durham, 
commented, “Everything 
possible must be done to 
ensure that the paintings, 
bought by Bishop Trevor 
of Durham in the 18th 
Century, remain on the 
site designed for them, 
and that Auckland Castle 
is developed as a major 
cultural and tourist 
resource for the area.”

Drop your litter in the bin 
and you'll be in with a 
chance of winning a £50 
prize!
That’s the message in 
Bishop Auckland where 
golden tickets will be 
given out in a campaign 
organised by Durham 
County Council civic pride 
officers, aimed at encour-
aging people to take pride 
in their area.
Neighbourhood wardens 
from Durham County 
Council will patrol the 
town centre and hand 
out tickets to anyone 
doing the right thing and 
throwing rubbish in the 
bin until Sunday 18th 
December. 
Clare Hubbard, senior 
civic pride officer, said, 
“As well as taking a firm 
line on people who behave 
irresponsibly by dropping 
litter, it is also important 
to demonstrate that using 
the bins provided can be 
rewarding, and I think 

Bin  it  to  win  it  in  
Bishop Auckland

that the golden ticket 
campaign is a unique way 
of doing this.”
Everyone who gets a 
ticket will be entered into 
a prize draw, with one 
lucky winner receiving 
£50 worth of shopping 
vouchers. 
The winner will be 
selected at the end of the 
promotion period. 
The scheme is being 
supported by McDonalds 
in Newgate Street who are 
sponsoring the prize. 
Gary Warrior, franchise 
operations manager for 
McDonalds said, “As a local 
businessman, I am really 
pleased to be supporting 
the golden ticket initiative 
in Bishop Auckland. 
“Alongside this, McDonalds 
feel that the Keep Britain 
Tidy ‘Love where you 
Live’ campaign is a great 
way to motivate the local 
community and highlight 
that litter is everyone’s 
responsibility.”
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Modern Touch
Cleaning Service
Domestic & Commercial

Landlord & Office cleaning
No job too small

Call Jonathan on
01388 662947

www.mtcleaning.co.uk

House To Let
2 bedroomed house in the

Outskirts of Bishop Auckland
Double glazing, coal fired 

central heating
£95 per week

£350 bond.
Tel: 01388 606600

Mob: 07818 602243IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning- Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenence, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

CotsWold 
buIldeRs

Plans Drawn Up
Full Builds, Extensions 

Garden Walls
Master Tradesmen

30 years in the trade
Quality Guaranteed

01388 778982
07984127722

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

Available...NOW!!!!

 A variety of vacancies are currently available with local 
employers, call Karen or Laura for details.

Earn While You Learn

    Business Administration

    Customer Service

    ICT Professional

   Sales

The Digital Factory
Durham Way South
Aycliffe Business Park
Newton Aycliffe
DL5 6XP

Tel: 01325 320052
www.itecne.co.uk

Scout  group  re-formed
The 1st Leeholme and 
Coundon Scout Group 
was officially launched 
this week, after ceasing 
to operate for the last 25 
years. Young scouts aged 
eight to ten can now once 
again proudly wear the 
blue and orange necker-
chiefs of their predeces-
sors.
The reformation has been 
made possible thanks to 
funding from the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon Area 
Action Partnership. Local 

volunteers worked closely 
with police, councillors 
and the AAP to bring the 
Scout Group back into 
operation.
Councillor Tommy Taylor 
and Dorothy Burn each 
allocated £2,500 from 
their APP neighbour-
hood budgets to help the 
group get started in the 
best possible way. Weekly 
meetings now take place in 
Coundon Primary School.
Ian Johnson is commis-
sioner for Bishop Auckland 

Scout Group and is 
leading the new project 
in Leeholme and Coundon. 
He said, “The funding from 
the councillors has given 
us a real boost. Some of 
the cash has been spent 
to allow the cub scouts to 
get started, while some 
has been spent on training 
for the leaders. The local 
community are right 
behind us, which is great.”
For more information 
about the scouts, call 0845 
094 4084.

For Sale
Logs for sale

By the bag or the load
Tel: 07835028543

Both Bishop Auckland 
libraries, Woodhouse Close 
and the Town Hall, will 
close their doors at 1pm on 

Saturday 24th December 
and re-open after the 
break on Tuesday 3rd 
January.

Library  closures

The Four Clocks Centre 
in Newgate Street Bishop 
Auckland has two more 
Craft Fairs and Santa's 
Grotto sessions before 
Christmas. 
The events will be held 
on Saturday 10th and 17th 
December. 

The Craft Fayre will take 
place from 10.30am till 
2pm and admission is free. 
Santa's Grotto is from 
11.30am till 1.30pm with an 
admission charge of £1.50 
per child. Refreshment are 
available from the Time 
For You Tea Room.

Craft  Fairs

The Blast from the 
Past Theatre group is 
presenting 'A Victorian 
Christmas' on Wednesday 
21st December, from 8pm 
in Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall. 
It is a warm hearted 
Victorian family show full 

A Victorian Christmas
of carols and tunes to join 
in with, all performed on 
authentic instruments.
There will be stories and a 
mummers play too. 
Tickets are £6 for adults 
and £3 for concessions.
Call 01388 602610 for more 
details.

Wear Valley CAB, based in 
The Four Clocks Centre on 
Newgate Street, is looking 
for volunteers. 
If you have a little time to 
spare each week and would 
like to help with jobs 
such as administration, 
reception or giving advice, 
then please call 01388 
660200 or pop into the 

CAB  volunteers
office and ask for Michelle. 
No  experience is necessary 
as full training will be 
given. Travel expenses are 
payable.

Young people from Bishop 
Barrington School, and the 
Eddy People (a group of 
young people who engage, 
divert, and develop a 
positive approach on life) 
along with PC128 Marshall 
from Bishop Auckland 
Neighbourhood Policing 
team, are holding a 
Pensioner Safety Day.'
The event will be held on 
Tuesday 13th December 
from 9.45 am to 1pm at 
Bishop Barrington School. 
Elderly people can go along 

Pensioner  safety  day
and learn about how to 
prevent doorstep crime.
The day will include re-
freshments on arrival and 
role play delivered by 
students from the school, 
which will be informative 
and fun to watch and will 
hopefully help prevent such 
terrible crimes. 
There will also be a range 
of free activities including 
playing on the Wii, bingo 
and a quiz, with the chance 
to win some brilliant prizes. 
A Christmas Lunch will 

also be provided and 
there will be a special 
guest appearance by 
Bert Draycott, who was 
the World Spoon Playing 
Champion in 2010. 
A spokesperson for the 
event said, “Please come 
along and join us at this 
fun, informal event and 
help us help you. 
If you would like to 
attend call 01388 603307 
to reserve your place 
and leave your name and 
address. 
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Kar Kraft

 8 Chester Street - Bishop Auckland
01388 606 600

•	FREE WINTER HEALTH CHECK 
   on production of this advert
•	Servicing & repairs to all cars 

and vans. Timing belts fitted to 
petrol and diesels.

•	Welding & repairs to M.O.T. standard
•	Bodywork repairs to insurance standard
•	Free Estimates

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853

142978_Were_in_the_News_60x70.indd   1 09/07/2010   12:13

Ferryhill Dean House, Parker Terrace

01740  651 329

DO YOU HAVE FINANCIAL PROBLEMS?
Waiting list to see the C.A.B. is up to 3 weeks!
Would you like debt advice within 48 hours?
Call Action for Debt in confidence

01388 608955
“If we can’t help, no one can”

We offer more options than anyone else 
So you can choose what’s best for you

www.actionfordebt.com

Previously Treasured
46 Fore Bondgate Bishop Auckland

NOW  OPEN AT

Everything you need for Newborn to 4 years
Clothes, Toys, Pushchairs, Car Seats 

& much much more!

07528141106

We buy as well as sell
If we don’t have it, we may be able to find it

Light up a Life is the 
name given to a series of 
very special community 
events that take place 
throughout the UK during 
November and December 
every year.
It is one of the Butterwick 
Hospice’s best loved 
and most meaningful 
community events, and is 
a time to remember and 
celebrate the life of a 
loved one in a special way.
The Hospice is inviting 
readers to one of their 
Light up a Life remem-
brance services, which 

Remembering  loved  
ones  at  Christmas

will consist of carols, 
readings and the lighting 
of the Light up a Life tree.
The services will be held 
St Anne’s Church in Bishop 
Auckland market Place, on 
Sunday 18th December at 
3pm, and also at St Mary’s 
Church in Cockfield on 
Wednesday 21st December 
at 7pm.
Light up a Life events 
provide a special way to 
remember a loved one.  
They are open to everyone 
– not just those whose 
loved ones were cared for 
by a hospice.

Bishop  men  show  their  
support  for  Movember

Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Society and Stagecoach 
are presenting Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears in the 
new year. This amateur 
production will be staged 
from Thursday 12th to 
Saturday 14th January at 

the Eden Theatre in Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall. 
Curtains go up at 7.30pm, 
with a matinee perfor-
mance at 2pm on Saturday.
Tickets are £7 by booking on 
01388 665177 or you can pay 
at the door.

This  play  is  ‘just  
right’

Tooth  good  to  be 
true!
The Market Place Dental 
Surgery (opposite the Town 
Hall) is offering free tooth-
brushes and toothpaste to 
all youngsters in the town 
who are under 8 years-old.
The project is being held in 

conjunction with a health 
care programme caled the 
‘1st Toothbrush Scheme’, 
and you don’t need to be 
registered with the dentist 
to take advantage of the 
offer. Just call in! 

Dozens of men across 
Bishop Auckland binned 
their razors last month and 
grew manly moustaches 
in aid of men’s health 
awareness. 
Every November,  
Movember is responsi-
ble for the sprouting of 
moustaches on thousands 
of men’s faces in the UK 
and around the world, the 
aim of which is to raise vital 
funds and awareness for 
men’s health, specifically 
prostate cancer and other 
cancers that affect men.
Everyone taking part effec-
tively becomes a walking, 
talking billboard for the 
30 days of November, and 
through their actions and 
words raise awareness by 
prompting private and 
public conversation around 
the often ignored issue of 
men’s health.
Braving ridicule and embar-
rassment, Terry Cranston, 
a health and safety coor-
dinator at Dale & Valley 
Homes, raised more than 
£200 by growing a monster  
moustache. He raised 
a total of £207 for The 
Prostate Cancer Charity 
and the Institute of Cancer 
Research by growing his 
moustache and dying it 
pink on the final day.
After raising £345.60 for 
the Butterwick Hospice 
through a bottle on the bar, 
Landlord of The Station 
Hotel John Bell, along with 
Andrew Hughes, decided 
to take part in Movember 
in the hopes of boosting 

Terry Cranston with his pink moustache just before he 
shaved it off.

the funds. Thanks to their 
masculine ‘staches’ they 
raised a further £442.25, 
reaching a grand total of 

John Bell and Andrew Hughes with their manly 
moustaches.

£787.85, which they happily 
presented to Lindsey Brown  
from the Butterwick 
Hospice.

Budget Carpet 
Cleaning

Prices from £20
Carpets - Rugs - sofas

Also Car Valeting
Appointments available 

up to Christmas
Phone Dave

07856483306
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An innovative food donation 
drive at Sainsbury’s Bishop 
Auckland saw customers 
donate enough food to 
provide 2000 meals to 
people suffering from food 
poverty across the UK this 
festive season.
Sainsbury’s and its charity 
partner, FareShare, teamed 
up to hold the first ever 
food donation drive at the 
store.  
The collection, known as 
the ‘1 Million Meal Appeal’, 
took place on Saturday 26th 
November and involved 
over 600 Sainsbury’s stores.
The aim of the initiative 
was to collect enough food 
to provide 1 million meals 
to the 700 UK charities 
which FareShare provides 
food for on a daily basis. 
Thanks to the generosity 
of customers at Sains-
bury’s Bishop Auckland, a 
massive 1.2 million meals 
were donated nationally 
– enough food to feed a 
sold-out Olympic stadium 
15 times.
Sainsbury’s Retail and 
Logistics Director, Roger 

Burnley, said, “Customers 
at Sainsbury’s Bishop 
Auckland made a fantastic 
contribution to the ‘1 
Million Meal Appeal’, 
helping us to generate a 
magnificent 1.2 million 
meals in total. Many of 
the UK ’s most vulnerable 
people will now benefit 
from quality, nutritious 
meals provided by 
FareShare this Christmas.
“With over 40 per cent of 
food donation charities 
struggling to meet demand, 
it is more important than 
ever that we do all we 
can to support causes 
such as this, and we’re 
really looking forward to 
developing our partnership 
with FareShare following 
the success of this appeal.”
Sainsbury’s has been 
working with FareShare 
since 1994 but this was the 
first time customers across 
the UK had the opportu-
nity to take part in a food 
donation appeal to support 
FareShare. 
On the day, customers were 
invited to choose from a 

variety of suggested items 
including tins (meat, fish, 
veg, fruit), dried pasta, 
rice, tea and instant 
coffee.
Lindsay Boswell, Chief 
Executive of FareShare 
said, “At a time of severe 
economic hardship, we 
are seeing unprecedented 
and increasing demand for 
food donations, especially 
during the festive season. 
Donating enough food to 
provide 2000 meals is a 
fantastic gesture from the 
people of Bishop Auckland. 
They have helped us 
to provide meals for 
even more of the area’s 
vulnerable people and 
we’d like to say thank you 
for all the help we have 
received through this food 
drive with Sainsbury’s”.
Sainsbury’s Bishop 
Auckland’s participa-
tion in the ‘1 Million Meal 
Appeal’ came after a 
successful trial in July 
involving 19 Sainsbury’s 
stores nationwide, which 
generated enough food to 
feed 60,000 people.

Supermarket  customers  help  
feed  thousands  this  ChristmasLetters

Have your say...

Dear Editor,

On Tuesday 6/12/2011 at approximately 11am, 
Kays Hill Animal Sanctuary found another 
unwanted animal had been abandoned. This 
time it was a very large, male, Rottweiler type 
dog. While staff had been attending to animals 
elsewhere on site, someone had come in and tied 
the dog to the fence post outside of reception and 
walked away. 

When found the dog was very frightened and very 
wary of all the men on site. One of the female 
staff eventually managed to approach him by 
feeding him treats and he calmed down consider-
ably, even becoming quite loving and enjoying a 
gentle pat.

When he was abandoned no note was left with 
him to tell us his name, age, medical history or 
temperament. This is a very cruel and unfair 
thing to do to any animal. It leaves them very 
frightened and confused. It is also an unfair thing 
to do to any sanctuary.

At the moment we are unable to take in large 
dogs as our new buildings are not yet built (we 
desperately need donations to help us get these 
new buildings finished) so alternative accom-
modation had to be found for this beautiful but 
frightened dog. We expect an increase in animal 
admittance at this time of year but please, please 
do not leave your pets in this fashion; it’s very 
cruel and upsetting for the animals.

Kevin Plummer
Kays Hill Animal Sanctuary
Bildershaw (Near West Auckland)
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CALL PAUL ATKINSON DIRECT ON 07784023362
Free Estimates & Advice

Over 10 Years Experience - All Works Guaranteed

Prof ess ion al Dog  
Walk ing   

a n d  
T r a i n i n g  S e r v i c e s  

F u l l y  I n s u r e d  

Contact Les 

Mobile - 07545769912 

DOG DAYS 

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

bob Watson 
builders ltd

All types of building works, 
ground works, alterations 
& repairs undertaken at 

competitive prices

40 Years Experience

Tel: 01740 655559
Or Richie on 

07966250055

‘pop man’
Quality soft drinks 

in glass bottles 
delivered to your door
Choice of 20 Flavours

Only 65p per bottle

07525 264861
Call Kevin on

Est 10 years

Santa’s  Grotto
Santa’s Grotto is now open 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall. 
Children can go along and 
see Santa from 10am till 
4pm on weekdays and on 
Saturdays 10th and 17th 

Santa will be there from 
10am till 12 noon. 
“All children are welcome 
to come along and tell 
Santa what they want for 
Christmas,” said one of his 
elves.

A scheme to promote 
responsible drinking and 
reduce alcohol-related 
crime and disorder 
has recognised County 
Durham’s best bars, pubs 
and nightclubs.
The Best Bar None awards 
were presented last week 
to licensees from across 
the county who are part 
of the scheme to create a 
safer night time environ-
ment.
The awards cover four 
areas – Durham City, 
Consett, Chester-le-Street 
and Bishop Auckland.
In Bishop Auckland, where 
the scheme has only been 
running for one year, The 

Merry Monk was named 
the overall winner.
Carol Feenan, County 
Durham Best Bar None 
manager, said, “It has 
been a tremendous year 
for Best Bar None.
“At a time when our 
licensees are feeling 
the strain of the current 
economic climate, we 
welcome the fact that 
they have all taken the 
time to participate in the 
awards.
“It is a real testament 
to their hard work and 
dedication to their trade. 
Our congratulations go to 
all of the participants.”

Best  pub –  bar  
none!

Little did a group of Bishop 
Barrington students know 
when they set out for the 
Echo Arena in Liverpool to 
watch the World Netball 
series recently, that one of 
the group would come back 
a star! 
The series ended on 
November 28th after a 
fun filled weekend in the 
arena, where the matches 
were interspersed with 

High  hopes  for  Barrington  
youngster

England captain Jo Harton with Megan Kennedy at the World Netball Series.

competitions and games 
for the audience. 
Year 9 student Megan 
Kennedy was caught on 
the cameras dancing and 
rapidly gained the attention 
of the audience for her 
style. She was called up to 
take a shot from the edge 
of the “D” and put the ball 
cleanly into the basket to 
the delight of the whole 
arena.

The crowd really took to 
Megan and she was whisked 
off to meet the England 
team, who eventually won 
the championship. 
She also was presented 
with the match netball 
signed by the whole team. 
Megan said, “This was a 
brilliant weekend, the best 
in my life. I love netball 
and one day I hope to be on 
the England team myself.” 

Shildon Model Railway 
Club will be at  Tesco St. 
Helen Auckland with their 

Thomas  comes  to  Tesco
Thomas layout on Sunday 
11th December, from 1am 
till 4pm, where children 

will be allowed to operate 
the trains under supervi-
sion.

Tesco’s Free Shoppers Bus now runs every 
half hour from the Bus Station, and picks up at 
all stops en-route to Tesco, and drops off at all 

stops en-route to Bishop Auckland Bus Station.

The first bus leaves the Bus Station at 10.15am 
and the last one leaves Tesco at 3.10pm.

DFC Fuels
Cash & Carry Coal

01388 665966
Suppliers of a wide variety of quality, bagged (25kg) 

solid fuels, including: Coal, Premium Anthracite Nuts & 
Grains, Smokeless Ovoids, Burnwell Ovoids, Pet Coke, 

HOTMAX Heat Logs (20kg) & Logs and Sticks.
Also BEDMAX Shavings (20kg bales).

We are open:
Mon-Fri 9am -5pm

Sat mornings 9.30-11.30am (throughout the winter months only).

Christmas Opening Times
Fri 23rd Dec 9am-5pm as normal

Wed 28th & Thurs 29th Dec 10am-4pm
Fri 30th Dec 9am-12pm

Re-opening Tues 3rd Jan 9am as normal
Find us off the Coundon bypass (A689) between 

Bishop Auckland and Rushyford. Unit 1 AGL Business 
Park, Coundon Industrial Estate, Coundon, Bishop 

Auckland, Co Durham, DL14 8NR

We would like to thank all of our customers for 
your continued business and wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  
Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine Diagnostics
Sat Nav Systems

Hands Free Phone Kits
Key Coding - ECU Coding

Car Alarms - Air Conditioning

Tel:  01388  604717

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Building & Home Maintenance Services
Garage Conversions - Loft Conversions
House Builds - Extensions - New Builds
Renovations - Brickwork & Blockwork

All Aspects of Building Work
Call Now for a 

FREE No Obligation Quote
07584 289 382
01388 604 517

Golf  Shop  Xmas  Sale  Now  On
Lesson Vouchers

Adults £50 3 Hours - Juniors £45 3 Hours

Gift Vouchers Any Value
Stocking Fillers

Golf Balls, Accessories & Gloves
Golf Shoes 

Sweaters, Roll Necks, Shirts & Waterproofs

WOODHAM GOLF SHOP COUPON

£5 OFF £50
Produce this coupon & get an extra £5 discount 

for every £50 spent. One per customer
Valid until 31.12.2011                (The Bishop Press)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 8am - 3pm
Woodham Golf Club, Burnhill Way, Newton Aycliffe

01325 315257
woodhamproshop@googlemail.com

www.woodhamgolfandcountryclub.co.uk

Christening  guest  stole  
from  till
A guest at a local Chris-
tening reception admitted 
theft in Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates Court last 
month, after helping 
himself to drinks and cash 
from a till at a bar in the 
Belvedere Club in Bishop 
Auckland.
The court heard how 22 
year-old Rick Tyrrell from 
Sunderland went to an 
unattended downstairs bar 
to help himself to vodka. 
Prosecutor Alison Nunn told 
that while he was there, 

he pressed enter on a till, 
which opened and he then 
swiftly helped himself 
to the cash inside. Tyrell 
and another male were 
spotted coming out of the 
bar by a female member 
of staff. Shortly after she 
phoned the police she was 
handed back £70 by Tyrell’s 
accomplice. A further £20 
was found on the floor but 
till records still showed 
£190 was missing.
In mitigation Alan Meehan 
told the court how Tyrell had 

been informed by another 
guest that the downstairs 
bar was unattended. In 
drink, Tyrell ventured 
down to steal more booze, 
but was further tempted. 
Mr Meehan said, “When 
drink is in, wit is out. 
It’s no excuse, it’s just a 
statement of fact.”
Tyrell was given a 12 month 
conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay £85 in costs. 
The accomplice received a 
police caution for stealing 
drinks.

Rotary  Club  raise  money for 
Tsunami  Appeal
The Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland held an Inter-
national Evening at The 
Pollards in Bishop Auckland 
in aid of the Japanese 
Tsunami Disaster Appeal. 
The evening was a great 
success and raised £65 for 
the appeal.
The club has enjoyed close 
links with Japan after their 
sponsorship of an ambassa-
dorial scholar from Tokyo. 

Kaoru Urano studied for an 
MA and then a PhD in English 
and English Literature and 
she now teaches English 
in Tokyo. She and her 
fellow Rotarians recently 
raised £3,000 towards the 
Disaster Fund by staging 
an evening of music and 
drama.
Bishop Auckland Rotarians 
will be collecting outside 
the Newgate Centre in 

the week leading up to 
Christmas and the money 
raised will go to local 
charities, including the 
Butterwick Hospice and 
Riding for the Disabled.
If you are interested in 
finding out more about the 
Rotary Club, contact club 
secretary David Robertson 
on 01388 602961 or visit 
www.bishopaucklandro-
tary.co.uk.

This Christmastime, the 
Women's Refuge in Bishop 
Auckland is full, as usual, 
with women and children 
escaping domestic abuse. 
Leaving your home is never 
easy, but it is especially 
difficult at this time of 
year. 
To lessen the burden for 
those staying at the refuge, 

staff are appealing for any 
donations of new toys and 
gifts or Christmas foodstuffs 
which can be used as 
presents for residents and 
their children. 
Donations can be dropped 
off at 9 Etherley Lane, 
Bishop Auckland, or staff 
can be contacted on 01388 
600094.

Women’s  refuge  
appeals  for  help

Charges against former 
professional cricketer 
Darren Blenkiron accusing 
him of running a cannabis 
farm have been dropped. 
Blenkiron, 37, played for 
Durham County Cricket 
Club from 1991 to 1996 and 
later for Bishop Auckland 
Cricket Club. He is an ac-
complished left handed 
batsman, scoring three 
centuries in 33 first class 

innings for Durham, and 
now plays for Bilton Cricket 
Club in Harrogate. 
He was charged with 
conspiracy to produce 
more than £18,000 worth 
of cannabis plants with 
another man, Brett 
Dowson, 36, in August. Mr 
Dowson of Northbridge 
Park, St. Helen Auckland 
will now face trial alone in 
January.

Cricketer  cannabis 
charge  canned

A workshop with Sharon 
Carrick entitled 'Victorian 
Family Crafts’ will take 
place on Saturday 17th 
December, from 1.30pm 
till 3pm. It will be an 
afternoon of family fun -  
Victorian Style. 
“Everyone is invited to 
come along and make some 
traditional Christmas deco-
rations and enjoy some 
festive light refreshments 

with a seasonal story in 
their very own Victorian 
parlour,” commented a 
spokesperson. 
The cost is only £1.50 and 
under 8's must be accom-
panied by an adult. 
A ticket for a family group 
of four, which must include 
one adult, is just  £5.
Telephone the Town Hall 
for more information on 
01388 602610.

Victorian  family  
crafts

Three supermarkets in 
the town are taking part 
in the Salvation Army and 
ITV Daybreak’s Donate a 
Coat Campaign, which aims 
to help provide homeless 

Donate  a  coat
people or those in need 
with a warm coat for winter.  
If you have a warm coat 
that does not fit you or is 
not needed anymore, simply 
take it along to either 

Morrison’s, Sainsbury’s or 
Asda, where it will be put to 
good use.
This campaign will help 
people to get through the 
winter and stay warm in 
case the snow comes. 

Contact The Bishop 
Press on 01388 775896

 TO LET  
RETAIL UNITS 

NEWGATE STREET 
312 sq ft 
500 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competative Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 

TO LET  
Storage/Workshop 

also possibly suitable for 
car repairs 

NEWGATE STREET 
2000 sq ft 

Flexible Lease Terms 
Immediate Occupation 

Competitive Rents 
Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                 07793708266 
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Illegal  loan  suspect 
in  custody
A local man was arrested 
on suspicion of illegal 
money lending, possession 
of drugs and money 
laundering after an 
operation by the England 
Illegal Money-Lending 
Team in Bishop Auckland 
last month.
The team worked closely 
with Durham County 
Council, which led them 
to a property in the town 
where they seized cash 
and documents. A 52 
year-old man was arrested 
and detained for question-
ing by the Illegal Money-
Lending Team.

Joanne Waller, head of 
environment, health and 
consumer protection at 
DCC said, “We are pleased 
to be working with partners 
on such an important 
campaign, which I hope 
will save many people the 
pain and anxiety that can 
be caused by falling victim 
to loan sharks.
“Much of the information 
which helps campaigns 
like this one by the illegal 
money-lending team 
comes from the public 
and I would like to thank 
residents in advance for 
their support.”

Wear Valley Christian 
Centre on South Church 
Road, Bishop Auckland 
would like to welcome 
everyone to their Children's 
Carol Service on Sunday 
11th December at 6pm.
On Sunday 18th December, 

there will be Carols by Can-
dlelight at 6pm. 
On Saturday 24th 
December at 8pm, the 
Phoenix Christian Centre 
in Willington will hold 
Christmas Eve Carols by 
Candlelight. 

Christian  Centre  
services

Whether you are planning an intimate dinner for two, or you are organising
your company Christmas Party; The Castle Bar Hotel in the Market Square in
Bishop Auckland can offer you freshly prepared food and professional
service in truly elegant surroundings.

We can book live entertainment, decorate your tables with crackers and
Christmas centrepieces alongside our TWO 14ft Christmas Trees and fabulous
decorations throughout, we can ensure your guests have a great festive experience.

Our freshly cooked four course meal is sourced from local suppliers and cooked
by our experienced chefs, choose from 4 starters, 4 mains and 4 desserts with tea or
coffee and a warm mince pie - there’s something for everyone, including vegetarians.

Call now to book your table to avoid disappointment
or call in for a menu, alternatively leave us your details
and we’ll post one out to you.

SUNDAY LUNCH
Now also available
Fresh local produce, choice
of 3 meats, one, two or three
courses from only £7.95
available from 12 noon until 8pm
(Child’s portions and vegetarian
options available).

Pre Booking advisable

Staff at an optician’s store 
have proven they have 
an eye for design after 
winning a festive window 
dressing competition for 
the third year running.
Shewan Opticians has 
once again been crowned 
the winner in the annual 
contest for retailers in 
Bishop Auckland, with a 
design representing the 
town.
The victory means the 
store in Newgate Street 
will retain the winning 
prize plaque for another 

Eyes  on  the  prize
year.
They will be presented 
with the plaque on Monday 
12th December.
The judges also 
commended displays by 
Northern Rock, Lady B 
Wear, Reed Rains and Isis 
Moon.
Steve McCormick, Bishop 
Auckland town centre 
manager, said, “The 
judges were once again 
very pleased this year 
with the high quality of 
the displays and amount 
of effort the stores have 

put in to dressing their 
windows.
“The displays make a 
massive contribution to 
the festivities in the town 
and I’m sure shoppers 
enjoy them.
“I’d encourage anyone 
who hasn’t visited the 
town centre recently to 
pop down, take a look at 
the displays and soak up 
the festive atmosphere.”
The competition has been 
running for a number of 
years and this year saw a 
record 20 entrants.

Motorists in the town are 
being warned that they 
could face a fine if police 
find they are parked in 
Victoria Avenue or Newgate 
Street in the town centre, 
between noon and 4pm.
PCSOs have issued 270 fixed 
penalty notices and £30 
fines to drivers in recent 
weeks.
PCSO Mark Peacock 
commented, “Initially, after 
monitoring the situation, 
we issued warning notices 

to drivers in a bid to 
highlight the problem but, 
subsequently, we have 
begun issuing fines.
“As Christmas approaches, 
the number of shoppers in 
town is increasing, which in 
turn results in more traffic.
“Many of these vehicles are 
being parked illegally and 
drivers entering and exiting 
the zone are putting pe-
destrians at risk of injury. 
“I would urge all drivers 
o think about what they 

are doing and to park in 
designated parking areas.
“There are plenty of pay 
and display car parks and 
we ask drivers to plan their 
journey into town around 
these restrictions to avoid 
the risk of prosecution.
“We are committed to 
tackling this problem to 
make the town a safe place 
to shop and drivers who 
ignore this advice could 
find themselves facing a 
£30 fine.”

Motorists  warned
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

CMF
Coulthards Motor Factors

Bishop Auckland Tyres ‘n’ Tests Ltd
Class 4, 5 & 7 MOT Test available While-u-Wait

All Makes of Tyres for Vans & Cars Supplied
9 Chester St, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LP

01388 604485
Coulthards Motor Factors

For All Your Car & Commercial Spares
23 Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7LF

01388 661482
sales@cmf-ltd.com     www.cmf-ltd.com

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 07748 044808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

AIDING YOU MOBILITY

01388 776157
07940 584642

Caring for all your 
mobility needs

Now Open: 
Tues & Thur: 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Fri - Sat: 9.30am - 12.30pm

To celebrate our 1st year
10% off with this advert

Church Street, Shildon
Cables Taxis

50 Princes Street
01388 602313

Big enough to cope, 
small enough to care!

All airports covered. 
Contract work,

railways & hospitals.
Courier service, female drivers. 

Wedding car also available.
From 6:30am till late

Juniors  take  the  limelight by John Phelan

Two Under 15 players at 
Bishop Auckland Cricket 
Club shared the limelight 
at the club's Presentation 
Evening recently.  
Liam Bell took the Bill 
Wood Trophy for the most 
improved cricketer while 
Callum Oldfield took the 
most promising cricketer 
award.
The Under 15's won their 
League undefeated and 
reached the final of the Bob 
Pendlebury Cup.  Their top 
batsmen were Rob West 271 
runs, Jack Thompson 319 
runs and Joseph Robinson 
183 runs.  Top bowlers were 
Joseph Robinson 11 wkts., 
Jack Thompson 15wkts., 
Liam Bell 14 wkts., and Rob 
West 6 wkts.  Rob West and 
Joseph Robinson shared 
the Geoff Wilde Trophy 
while League trophies 
were given to George 
Hall, Tim Hargreaves, 
Robert McAneney, Sean 
Tague, Steven Taylor, Tom 

Whittaker and Andrew 
Wright.
At Under 11 level Toby 
Dart and Jamie Jenkin 
shared the Geoff Wilde 
Trophy whilst at Under 13 
level Matt Raisbeck, who 
topped the batting with 
an average of 23.83, took 
the Under 13 award.  Sam 
Parnaby topped the Under 
13 bowling with an average 
of 5.13.  Dan Legge repre-
sented the County and he, 
along with Steven Taylor, 
played for the League 
team.
For the Under 18's Ron 
Thompson hit 484 runs, 
Lewis Garnett 169 runs 
and Richard Arnott 152 
runs.  Jack Thompson took 
6 wickets, Richard Arnott 
and Callum Oldfield 7 each.  
Ben Thompson won the 
Geoff Wilde Trophy.
At 1st team level Matthew 
Cowling hit his first ton, and 
also caught the opposition 
professional (Gary Pratt), in 

a win over Barnard Castle 
so he took the Best Per-
formance Award, as well 
as being the fielder of the 
year.  The Johnny Johnston 
Trophy for Player of the 
Year went to Craig George, 
the batting award to Ryan 
Nicholson and the bowling 
to Callum Oldfield.  The 
2nd team's most improved 
player was Liam Bell who 
also won an NYSD Perfor-
mance of the Month award.  
Mark Little was the 3rd 
team Player of the Year.
Finally Paul Furby thanked 
Neil Duckworth for all 
his work and thanks also 
went to President John 
Elliott for tis time.  The Bar 
team of Paul and Donna 
were congratualted as was 
Emma Wilde for her teas 
and Lorimer Sports.  The 
Cicket Club would also 
like to thank everyone 
who supported their 
Sportsmans Evening with 
Derek Randall.   

Bishop Rugby Club were 
away to Winlaton on a 
bitterly cold December 
afternoon. 
With the wind in their 
favour and Bishop playing 
down the slope, it was 
essential that points were 
put on the board as the 
second half was going to 
be a real test in these 
conditions. Bishop had a 
new captain for this match 
in second row Luke Bryan 
Victory.
It wasn't long before Bishop 
were on the board. Paul 
Fletcher drove forward and 
managed to ground the ball 
under pressure for the try, 
which was converted by 
Tombling 0-7. 
Once again Bishop looked 
dangerous as an attacking 
force, with a couple of 
good runs from centre Taff 
Evans making good ground 
well into the Winlaton half. 
With a penalty awarded to 
Bishop, which was neatly 
dispatched by Tombling, 
Bishop increased their 
lead 0-10. This is when 
Bishop should have piled 
on more pressure and 
increased their lead, but 
instead started to fall into 
bad habits and conceded a 
number of penalties which 

Luke Leads 1sts to 
Victory

culminated in scrum half 
Richardson going to the 
bin for 10 minutes. With no 
further scores being added 
the half finished 0-10.
Bishop now had the task 
of defending their lead 
up the slope and into the 
wind, and it wasn't long 
before Winlaton reduced 
the deficit with a penalty 
scored from just inside the 
Bishop half 3-10. 
Once again Bishop 
conceded far too many 
penalties and their indis-
cipline was punished with 
prop Danny Ross being sent 
to the bin. 
The gap was closed further 
when another penalty was 
converted by Winlaton 6-10. 
With Winlaton coming hard 
at Bishop it was essential 
that Bishop's defence 
was up to the task. The 
flankers were tackling hard 
and not giving Winlaton an 
inch. Winlaton narrowed 
the gap to within a point 
with another penalty.
With 10 minutes to go 
Winalton threw everything 
at Bishop and with Luke 
Bryan Victory maturing 
into his role as captain he 
galvanised the team into 
one final defensive effort. 
Final score 9-10 to Bishop.

Upcoming  team  seeks  players
Newly-formed 9-a-side 
football team, Evenwood 
Under 11s, are flying high 
in their league - having 
played 15 games and won 
them all!

The team, which plays 
at Evenwood’s floodlit 
football ground in the 
summer and at Bishop 
Auckland College in the 
winter, is now looking for 

more players to strengthen 
this fast-moving team.
Training currently takes 
place at the college on a 
Friday evening between 
5.30pm and 6,30pm, and 
matches are played in the 
Russell Forster League on 
a Saturday morning.
If you are in school years 
5 or 6 and think you can 
add your talent to this 
swashbuckling team, get 
yourself along to training.
For more information 
call one of the team’s 
coaches; Jay Rider on 
07794063415 or Phil Price 
on 07825271025.

E + E  CORN
Peel Street, Bishop Auckland, 01388 603333

Christmas Trees
From £10
Free Delivery in Town

Christmas Wreaths
From £5

To Let
2-3-4 Bed properties in 

West Auckland

First Month’s 
Rent FRee

Please call Stuart on

07961779785
Tel no: 0777 1878 340

B’Auckland
New 2 Bed 

Cottages / Flats completed 
to a high standard

Furnished or unfurnished 
DG, & CH

Private parking available

Or 0777 5848 973


