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The archaeological ex-
cavation of 900-year old 
Auckland Castle, County 
Durham, has revealed 
some surprising details 

Medieval  finds unearthed  
during  Auckland  Castle  dig

about the former home 
of the Prince Bishops of 
Durham.
Experts have announced 
the discovery of a number 

of rare and unexpected ar-
tefacts, and revealed the 
previously unknown scale 
of the building, which 
appears to have a much 
larger footprint than the 
Castle that stands today.
The five-month dig centred 
on the site of the Castle’s 
Scotland Wing - ahead of 
its development into a new 
museum extension that is 
part of a major transfor-
mation of Auckland Castle.
The museum wing will 
restore the atmosphere 
of the early medieval 
enclosed spaces revealed 
by the dig, and will look 
to reflect the medieval 
archaeology within the 
layout and design of the 
enclosed garden, created 
to the south of the 
Scotland Wing.
One of the key discover-
ies has been the original 
location of the Western 
and Southern sides of the 
medieval Castle’s curtain 
wall, revealing the imprint 
of a network of impressive 
buildings that point to a 
significantly larger original 

Representatives from Durham University’s Archaeological Services team with  
Auckland Castle Trust volunteers at the site of Auckland Castle’s archaeological dig.  

Photo: Barry Pells, courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust.

TOWN HALL
Market Place, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7NP

FRIDAY 7th JULY 2017
STARTS: 7.30PM  -  TICKETS £17.00 

Box Office 03000 269 524        Online: www.bishopaucklandtownhall.org.uk

Last week’s general election 
witnessed a night of great 
drama across the country 
as the Conservative govern-
ment lost its majority in the 
House of Commons.
The drama extended to 
County Durham where the 
Conservative Party had 
expected to pick up seats 
after polling companies 
predicted a landslide win 
for Theresa May’s party. 
One of the top Tory targets 
in the North East was the 
Bishop Auckland constitu-
ency, sending Boris Johnson 
to Shildon Civic Hall to 
deliver the party’s keynote 
speech on Brexit to the 
national print and broad-
cast media.  
However, the landslide 
failed to materialise and all 
North East seats remained 
in Labour control, with one 
Tory held seat, Stockton 
South, returning to Labour 
control, although the Mid-
dlesbrough South and 
Cleveland East seat previ-
ously held by Labour did go 

the other way. 
As the night wore on at 
Spennymoor Leisure Centre 
it was clear that Labour 
supporters monitoring the 
count were worried, but in 
the end, Bishop Auckland 
MP, Helen Goodman, who 
was defending a majority 
of 3,508 was eventually 
returned with a much-re-
duced majority of 502.
Speaking to the Crier im-
mediately after the decla-
ration Mrs Goodman said: 
“It was a tight result but 
not unclear. The people in 
Bishop Auckland voted for 
a Labour MP and they got 
a Labour MP, so I am very 
happy about that.”
Mrs Goodman acknowl-
edged that Labour leader, 
Jeremy Corbyn should be 
credited for producing 
a manifesto that proved 
popular across the country 
and suggested that while  
Theresa May had been 
“weakened”, there was a 
“poverty of candidates,” 
that could replace her. 

Helen  Goodman  MP 
retains  seat

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that we, Bistro 17 Ltd, have applied to Durham 
County Council in respect of the premises known as

NO. 17, 15-17 COCKTON HILL ROAD, BISHOP AUCKLAND DL14 6EN

for the grant of a Premises Licence to permit the following proposed 
licensable activities:-

The sale by retail of alcohol (on sales only) and the provision of late night 
refreshment between the hours of 11:00 – 00:00 Monday to Sunday 
inclusive.  Activities to be extended until 01:00 on New Year’s Eve and from 
1st July to 18th September each year to cater for Kynren event.

A record of this application may be inspected at the Council’s offices at 
Annand House, John Street North, Meadowfield, Durham DH7 8RS on 
weekdays between 9.30am and 4.00pm.
Telephone: 03000 261016

Any representations about this application must be made in writing by 4th 
July 2017 and sent to:-
Durham County Council, Licensing, PO Box 617, Durham.  DH1 9HZ
Or e-mail to licensing@durham.gov.uk 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application and the maximum fine for which a 
person is liable on summary conviction for the offence is unlimited.

14 June 2017
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Floating Thoughts is a new initiative by Butterwick 
Hospice helping people remember loved ones. 
Butterwick Hospice is 
launching a new remem-
brance evening. 
Floating Thoughts takes 
place at sunset on Saturday 
24th June in Hardwick Hall 
Hotel grounds, Sedgefield.
A spokesperson explained: 
“This evening is aimed 
at people who have lost 
someone close to you.
“Floating thoughts is a 
moving and supportive 
event in remembrance of 
our loved ones. 
“We invite you to write a 
message to your loved ones 
for your floating, candle lit 
lantern. 
“The lantern will then be 
floated out onto Hardwick 
Park Lake at sunset. 
“Each lantern can be in 
memory of your loved one 
or in celebration of the 
care that we provide.
“This is a special occasion 
where we can stand 
together and reflect on 
thoughts of our loved ones, 
knowing we are not alone 
in missing someone close 
to us.
“There is a feeling of great 
support as we remember 

those no longer with us and 
celebrate the impact they 
had on our lives. 
“This event is open to 
everyone in the commu-
nity, whether you or your 
loved ones have had any 
contact with Butterwick 
Hospice or not.
“To take part in Floating 
Thoughts, all we ask is 
that you make a donation 
in support of Butterwick 
Hospice when you register 
for your lantern.
“You are welcome to join 
us at Hardwick Hall Hotel 
from 8pm and take part 
in what we hope will be 
a special, peaceful event 
of reflection and remem-
brance. 
“If you are unable to join us 
on the day, you can make 
your donation in advance 
on our website, and we 
will personally float your 
lantern, with your personal 
message, on the lake for 
you.”
Lanterns can be reserved 
and dedications made 
online at www.butterwick.
org.uk/events/floatingth 
oughts.

Butterwick  launch  
Floating  Thoughts

Students from King James I Academy create their climate change awareness installations.

Schools  art  project  raises 
awareness  of  climate  change

Students from King James 
I Academy in Bishop 
Auckland joined schools 
across County Durham in 
using art to raise aware-
ness of climate change and 
the impact it has on com-
munities. 
Six secondary schools have 
worked with artists from 
Bearpark Artists Co-Opera-
tive in Durham to produce 
innovative designs that are 
only visible when it rains. 
Students from King James 
I created their installation 
outside of the Town Hall, 
joining artwork already 
created by students from 
Bishop Barrington as part 
of the same project.
Artists then helped the 
students with the applica-
tion of hydrophobic spray 

that is used instead of 
paint, which means the 
designs are visible on the 
ground when it rains.
The project supports the 
aims of County Durham 
Climate Change group 
and the work of the Civil 
Contingencies Unit on 
raising awareness and 
understanding of climate 
change resilience issues, 
such as the potential for 
an increase in localised 
flooding. 
Richard Hurst, sustainabil-
ity education development 
advisor at Durham County 
Council said: “This project 
has helped raise awareness 
of climate change amongst 
the students involved as 
well as giving them the op-
portunity to take part in an 

innovative art project.
“All those involved have 
worked hard on their 
designs and their creations 
will now help others gain 
an understanding of the 
impact climate change can 
have on our community.”
The project has been 
funded through the Civil 
Contingencies Unit, using 
Regional Flood and Coastal 
Committee funding along 
with a contribution from 
the County Durham Sus-
tainable Development 
Fund. 
Other schools involved in 
the project are Parkside 
Academy in Willington, 
Polam Hall School in 
Darlington, Seaham High 
School and Wolsingham 
School.

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out
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Organisers of this year’s Poppy Appeal, and members of King James WI are busy 
kintting and crocheting thousands of poppies in time for Poppytide. 

Organisers  call  for  more  
volunteers  for  Poppy  Appeal

Poppy Appeal organisers 
from Bishop Auckland and 
members of King James 
Women’s Institute have 
joined forces to produce 
poppies to display in Bishop 
Auckland later this year 
during Poppytide.
Thousands of poppies have 
already been knitted or 
crocheted but volunteers 
are still welcome to knit 

and crochet, or to donate 
red wool and leave them 
with Pam at Sewn at 
Pam’s in Bondgate, Bishop 
Auckland.  
A spokesperson said: “We 
also welcome everyone 
to our knit and crochet 
session once a month 
at the Hospital Club on 
Escomb Road which meets 
on the last Wednesday of 

the month at 7pm.”
Poppy Appeal organisers 
are also looking to recruit 
new volunteers for the 
Poppy Appeal. 
Anyone interested should 
contact Ann, Andrea or 
Valerie on poppyappeal 
bishopauckland@gmail.
com or visit their Facebook 
page at Bishop Auckland 
Poppy Appeal.

Cultivate 4 Life, a chari-
table project of 4Clocks 
Bishop Auckland Commu-
nity Partnership is hosting 
a plant and furniture sale 
with a difference, predom-
inately donated via their 
green partnership’s. 
Plants which need tending 
to recover have been 
donated via Marks & 
Spencer, Homebase and 
Wilkos  through the Neigh-
bourly waste scheme.  
Cultivate 4 Life also collect 
unrecoverable plants to 
utilise in pots and compost 
for repotting as part of 
their environmental ethos.
A spokesperson said: 
“There are hanging 

baskets, herb and flowered 
containers, bedding plants, 
strawberry pots including 
house plants and more 
available to purchase at 
great prices.
“There will various items 
of furniture available to 
purchase too, including 
dining tables and chairs.”
The sale will take place on 
Saturday, 24th June from 
12 noon to 4pm at Cultivate 
4 Life’s Allotment on Wood-
house Close Allotments, 
Murphy Crescent, Bishop 
Auckland.
Admission is free and 
refreshments, including 
home-made bakes will be 
available. All proceeds will 
support Cultivate 4 Life’s 
running costs.
For further details contact 
Julie Costello, Project 
Co-ordinator on 07472 
012121, by email at: 
cultivate4life@4clocks.org.
uk or inbox the project via 
its Facebook page @Culti 
vate4Life.

Plant  and  furniture  
sale  at  Cultivate  4  Life

@BishopPress
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quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 17th  ANDROMEDA

Sun 18th TBC
Sat 24th  KARAOKE

Sun 25th TBC 
Sat 1st JULY  JD & THE 

WOODSMEN
Sun 2nd FROSTIE

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

31 Church Street, Shildon
(Opposite the Red Lion pub)

01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
Takeaway & Home Delivery

SHILDON TANDOORI

Wednesday Special Thali Night
Six Course Meal For only £9.95

Open Mon - Sun 5.30pm till 10.30pm
www.shildontandoori.com

To pay by credit card, log onto the website for collection or deliveries
facebook.com/shildontandoori31

The restoration of Auckland Castle walled garden was among the winning entries at last 
year’s County Durham Environment Awards.

Awards  celebrate 
environmental  champions

Environmental champions 
in County Durham are once 
again to be celebrated 
through the return of an 
annual awards scheme.
The County Durham En-
vironment Awards have 
been running since 1989 
and recognise the green 
achievements of individu-
als, businesses, community 
organisations and schools. 
They reward work to 
improve, enhance and 
protect the local and wider 
environment, as well as 
recognising the community 
spirit often involved in the 
projects.
The awards are organised 
by Durham County Council 
on behalf of the County 
Durham Environment 
Partnership, which brings 
together public, private 
and voluntary organisations 
with the aim of making 
the county ‘altogether 
greener.’
The awards are spon-
sored by the council, The 

Northern Echo, Banks 
Group, Durham Wildlife 
Trust and national environ-
ment charity Groundwork.
They opened for entries 
on Monday 5th June, to 
coincide with World Envi-
ronment Day. There are 12 
categories:
• Built environment
• Climate change
• Community partnership
• Craftsmanship
• Greener business
• Natural environment
• Places and spaces
• Schools and colleges
• Volunteer group of the 

year
• Volunteer of the year 

(under 18)
• Volunteer of the year 

(over 18)
• Waste management
The deadline for entries is 
28th July with shortlisting 
and judging taking place 
over the summer. Winners 
will be announced at a 
ceremony in Durham in 
November.

To apply or find out more, 
go to: www.countydurham-
partnership.co.uk/enva-
wards or call 03000 267133. 
Interim chair of the part-
nership Oliver Sherratt 
said: “The awards are a 
real opportunity to high-
light the excellent environ-
mental work that goes on 
in our county every year.
“I never fail to be im-
pressed by the efforts of 
County Durham’s volun-
teers, schools, businesses 
and community organisa-
tions.
“We want people, busi-
nesses and organisations to 
tell us about their environ-
mental work so we can give 
them the recognition they 
deserve and, in doing so, 
inspire others to do their 
bit.”
The 2016 awards saw an 
impressive 57 entries from 
across County Durham, 17 
of which were category 
winners and 18 ‘highly 
commended.’

Two-year-old twins, Phoe and Oli, will be taking part in 
their first ever charity fundraiser with mum, Aysha in July.
Two-year-old Bishop 
Auckland twins, Oli and 
Phoe Dunmore are gearing 
up for their first ever charity 
fundraiser next month.
The twins will be taking 
part in the Barnardos Big 
Toddle, organised by mum 
Aysha, on Sunday 9th July 
at Bishop Auckland Cricket 
Club from 12.30pm-4pm.
The Big Toddle is a spon-
sored walk for under 5s and 
Aysha is hoping that other 
local mums will also sign 
their little ones up to take 
part.
Explaining her motivation 
for organising the event, 
Aysha said: “I have my 
twins and I’m lucky enough 
to have a home and loving 
family to bring them up in. 
“There are others who 
aren’t so lucky and I would 

like to help in this small 
way, while introducing my 
children to the importance 
of a sense of community 
and putting others first.”
The afternoon will also 
include  a raffle and en-
tertainment and Aysha is 
asking local businesses to 
contact her if they would 
like to donate raffle prizes.
“Anyone can contact 
me through the event’s  
Facebook page, “Bar-
nardos Big Toddle Bishop 
Auckland” or by email at 
RainbowWarrior2@hotmail.
com.”
There is also a justgiving 
page at justgiving.com/
companyteams/BABT.
Barnardo’s was founded by 
Thomas John Barnardo in 
1866, to care for vulnerable 
children and young people.

Twins  to  take  part  
in  first  fundraiser
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Medieval  finds  at  
Auckland  Castle  

In a coup for the production team, Kevin Whately, the star of Inspector Morse, Lewis 
and Auf Wiedersehen Pet is joining the cast of Kynren for the 2017 season. 

Kevin  Whately  joins  cast  of  
Kynren  for  2017  season

Eleven Arches, the pro-
duction company behind 
the open-air spectacular 
Kynren, has announced 
that Kevin Whately will 
be part of the reimagined 
2017 show.
Kevin, who is best known 
for his roles in crime 
dramas Inspector Morse 
and spin-off Lewis and his 
role as Neville “Nev” Hope 
in the classic British televi-
sion comedy Auf Wiederse-
hen Pet – has been brought 
on board to voice the char-
acter of ‘Old Arthur’.
Kevin, who was born in 
Hexham, Northumberland, 
will lend his distinctive 
dulcet North East tones to 
the role of Old Arthur – a 
key character who sets the 
scene for the epic journey 
through 2,000 years of 
British history, myth and 

legend. 
During the opening scene 
Old Arthur reveals the 
secret of time travel 
through the ‘Gatehouse of 
Time’ – one of the many 
jaw-dropping hydraulic sets 
that arises from depths of 
the stage’s full-size lake - 
and sets Young Arthur off 
on his quest for knowledge 
and discovery into the 
meaning of Kynren.
Old Arthur appears in 
various key scenes through-
out the show including; 
This is the Story of Us, The 
Miners’ Gala, Their Finest 
Hour and the finale.
Anne-Isabelle Daulon, 
Chief Executive said: “We 
are absolutely thrilled that 
Kevin has agreed to be the 
voice of a central Kynren 
character. 
“Working with an actor of 

Kevin’s profile and talent, 
who is from the North East 
himself, endorses Kynren 
as a world-class product of 
this region and anchors the 
production as celebration 
of the spirit of the North 
East, which in turn will 
help establish the region 
as a major draw for visitors 
from all over the country – 
indeed the world.”
Kevin visited the Kynren 
site in Bishop Auckland on 
Sunday 4th June during a 
full rehearsal, where he 
addressed the 1,500 strong 
Kynren cast and crew and 
injected an extra dash of 
inspiration ahead of the 
Première on Saturday 1st 
July.
For more details and to 
book tickets visit the 
website www.kynren.
co.uk.

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

castle structure than the 
present one.
Archaeologists have un-
earthed fragments of the 
former perimeter walls 
still standing to a height 
of up to one metre below 
the soil in some places. 
This surprising discovery 
expands the scale of the 
site substantially and 
would appear to suggest 
that Auckland Castle was 
not created as a Manor 
House for the Prince 
Bishops of Durham as pre-
viously thought, but that it 
has always stood as a large 
castle complex.
This hypothesis is sup-
ported by the discovery of 
a pillared gatehouse area 
and majestic staircase, 
revealed through the ex-
cavation process - these 
spaces are thought to date 
back to the 13th or 14th 
century.
An additional long room, 
dating between the 15th 
and 17th century, has also 
been unearthed, with its 
four large fireplaces in-
dicating that it was once 
a busy kitchen serving 
the residents of Auckland 
Castle.
These impressive spaces 
would most certainly 
have been befitting of 
the private palace of the 
Prince Bishop of Durham; 
the second most powerful 
man in the country after 
the King of England, with 
immense political power 
on both a national and in-
ternational stage.
The discovery has helped 
the Archaeological 
Services team and volun-
teers to build up a picture 
of what life would have 
been like at Auckland 
Castle - particularly in 
the time of Prince Bishop, 
Anthony Bek.
Bek served as Bishop 
of Durham 1283-1311, 

and was a key figure in 
Medieval England.  As a 
seminal figure in the life 
of Auckland Castle, Bek 
- alongside other Prince 
Bishops such as Wolsey 
and Van Mildert - is noted 
in history as a man who 
shaped the landscape of 
British faith and politics 
at a formative moment in 
history.
His tenure at Auckland 
Castle saw the palace de-
veloped to befit his status 
and the excavation hints at 
the opulent environment 
Bek would have enjoyed in 
his role.
Peter Carne, Manager of 
Archaeological Services 
Durham University said: 
“The building works at 
Auckland Castle have 
enabled an unprecedented 
amount of archaeological 
excavation and research 
into the Castle and its 
grounds.
“By piecing together the 
surviving foundations, it 
is possible to reconstruct 
the plan of the Castle in 
the medieval period, and 
how it has been adapted 
and changed through the 
following centuries. The 
massive scale and impor-
tance of the Castle in the 
past has really become 
apparent.”
A trove of rare artefacts 
has also been discovered 
during the dig, includ-
ing two Roman items; an 
ornate coin and a detailed 
copper figurine. Other 
fascinating finds include 
pottery and bone dating 
from the medieval period 
onwards, as well as a col-
lection of pins, window 
glass, medieval silver 
pennies, an iron key and 
even a thimble. 
To find out more about the 
excavation and the ongoing 
research on the artefacts 
and findings at Auckland 
Castle, please visit www.
aucklandcastle.org.

From page 1
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936 07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY

Doors Hung, Fireplace 
Mantels, Quality Garden/Yard 
Gates, Flat Pack Furniture, 
Gutters Cleaned, Garden 

Fences Erected. 
Pensioner Discount. 

Tel Alan: 776250
Honest, reliable, local lad. Small 

jobs welcome. Happy to Help!

The first week of June was 
National Volunteers Week 
and Wellbeing for Life rec-
ognised the invaluable con-
tribution that volunteers 
make. 
“Volunteering is an ex-
cellent way for people 
to get involved in their 
local community,” said a 
spokesperson. “It provides 
people with an opportu-
nity to make new friends, 
whilst learning new skills to 
help them get into further 
training, education or em-
ployment”. 
Maria Freeman, Commu-
nity Health Champion is 
a valued member of the 
Wellbeing for Life team and 
has been volunteering with 
the service for a year. 
Maria supports Health 
Trainer Sarah Howells who 
said: “Maria is a great asset 
to our team with quality 
characteristics, a public 
health degree and will soon 
be a qualified teacher. 
“She supports us with 
many aspects of service 
delivery; in fitness classes, 
running groups, arts and 
crafts, practical cooking 
sessions as well as promo-
tional events. 

Wellbeing  for  Life  celebrates 
Volunteers  Week 

“Maria is a proactive 
member of two Eat Wise 
Drop a Size groups and 
helps us with the weigh 
ins and delivers nutritional 
information talks. 
“I am thrilled she has 
reached her goal of gaining 
paid employment, but 
even more so that she has 
agreed to continue volun-
teering.”
Maria added: “Volunteer-
ing for Wellbeing for Life 
has given me confidence, 
new skills and qualifica-
tions which has helped me 
find employment. 
“I will soon be starting 
paid work teaching in Low 
Newton Prison, which I am 
extremely excited about. 
“Wellbeing for Life have 
invested in my personal 
development and I will 
continue to volunteer for 
the service as I strongly 
believe in it. 
“Plus the best thing about 
it is that I feel part of a 
team, which is as impor-
tant to me as being part of 
a family or friends.” 
The Wellbeing for Life 
service works with people 
to address the factors 
which influence their 

health and build their 
capacity to be independ-
ent, resilient and maintain 
good health for themselves 
and those around them. 
Wellbeing for Life currently 
has 363 active volunteers 
of which 94 are trained 
Community Health Cham-
pions and they support the 
team of staff who work 
with groups and individuals 
in County Durham support-
ing them to take those dif-
ficult first steps to a better 
quality of life. 
The wellbeing approach 
goes beyond looking at a 
single issue and instead 
aims to take a whole-person 
and community approach 
to improving health. 
The service hopes to create 
sustainable groups and 
activities in local communi-
ties across County Durham 
and volunteers are essen-
tial in making this happen.
To find out more about 
volunteering for Wellbe-
ing for Life contact the 
service by freephone 0800 
8766887 or visit www.well 
beingforlife.net, Facebook 
@CountyDurhamWellbe 
ingForLifeService, Twitter  
@WBFL_Durham.

Community Health Champion, Maria Freeman, has been volunteering with Wellbeing 
for Life for over a year. 

A Bishop Auckland author 
whose father was Chief 
Yeoman aboard HMS 
Gloucester when she sank 
in 1941 has published a 
new book telling the story 
of the warship. 
Ken Otter was then only 
seven months old when 
his father was killed in the 
Second World War. 
After service in the Royal 
Navy he joined the Metro-
politan Police and retired 
in 1990 as a Chief Inspec-
tor. 
Since then he has been 
researching the history 
of the terrible wartime 
incident that denied him a 
father, which has led him 
to publish his new book, 
H.M.S. Gloucester: The 
Untold Story.
On 22 May 1941, The 
cruiser HMS Gloucester 

(‘The Fighting G’) was sunk 
by aircraft of the Luftwaffe 
during the Battle of Crete.
Of her crew of 810 men, 
only 83 survived to come 
home at the end of the War 
in 1945.
The book explores the 
ship’s history and opera-
tional successes from her 
launching in 1937 to her 
tragic demise. It includes 
vivid first-hand accounts 
from the surviving crew 
and the author’s painstak-
ing research has revealed 
the awful truth about 
one of the Royal Navy’s 
greatest disasters during 
the Second World War.
The book, published by Pen 
& Sword Books, is avail-
able from the publisher’s 
website www.pen-and-
sword.co.uk in paperback 
and electronic formats.

The untold  story  of  
HMS  Gloucester

Bishop Auckland author, Ken Otter has published the 
story of HMS Gloucester which was sunk during WWII. 
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The damaging effects 
that alcohol can have on 
residents, their families, 
the surrounding commu-
nity and the emergency 
services, come under the 
spotlight in a new campaign 
launched this week.
The month-long campaign, 
led by Ron Hogg, Police, 
Crime and Victims’ Com-
missioner for County 
Durham and Darlington, 
will raise awareness and 
gather public perception 
on a variety of topical 
issues around alcohol con-
sumption.
The four-week campaign 
has a different theme 
each week. They are: the 
impact on emergency 
services, drink driving, 
health and well-being, and 
ending with a focus on 
young people and retailers.
Mr Hogg has also published 
a short, five-question 
survey, asking adults for 
their opinion on various 
alcohol-related matters.
Responses are anonymous 
and will help inform future 
policy decisions.
Mr Hogg said: “Not only 
are the effects of alcohol 
damaging to an individual’s 
physical and mental health, 
they can have a massive 
negative impact on the 

lives of others, both within 
their household and in the 
neighbouring community.
“This includes excessive 
or inappropriate drinking 
by adults, as well as young 
people.”
The campaign will also 
highlight issues raised by 
other organisations at 
local, regional and national 
levels, around the effects 
on health, anti-social be-
haviour (both adults and 
young people), domestic 
violence and abuse and 
underage drinking. It will 
signpost people to where 
they can find help and 
support.
“I encourage adults across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington to complete the 
survey” added Mr Hogg, 
“and to share the campaign 
awareness messages with 
their friends, colleagues 
or neighbours on Facebook 
and Twitter.”
More information about the 
campaign, including the 
survey, can be found on the 
commissioner’s website at: 
www.durham-pcc.gov.uk, 
or search for Durham PCC 
on Facebook and Twitter.

Month-long  alcohol 
campaign  under  way

Owner of Empire Hair & Beauty Salon, Gary Mitchell (second from left) with staff and sup-
porters of the Solan Connor Fawcett Family Cancer Trust, including Mark Solan, centre.

Empire  celebrates  milestone  by  
giving  something  back

Last month, Empire Hair 
& Beauty Salon in Fore 
Bondgate, Bishop Auckland 
celebrated its tenth an-
niversary in business by 
putting something back 
while hosting its birthday 
party at Ramside Hall.
Salon owner, Gary Mitchell 
said: “As part of our cel-
ebrations we wanted to 
mark the occasion with our 
closest friends, family and 
clients. 
“We were in a position to 
give back to our local com-
munity, so incorporated a 
night of fun and entertain-
ment with a charity fund-

raiser for local charities.
“We had chosen the Great 
North Air Ambulance,  Wear 
Valley Women’s Aid and 
the Solan Connor Fawcett 
Family Trust among our 
charities. 
“We held our party at 
Ramside Hall on 20th May 
and were delighted to 
raise over £2,500 to split 
between the charities.
“The week of our an-
niversary we opened the 
salon on one of our normal 
closed days and my staff 
and I welcomed a group of 
truly inspiring ladies who 
had either beaten cancer, 

are supporting a family 
member with it or are still 
undergoing treatment  for 
the illness. 
“We’ve had a great laugh 
and realised that giving up 
some of our own time has 
given such joy. 
“It makes you realise that 
any and all kindness that 
you can give is absolutely 
appreciated. 
“We would like to thank 
Carol Gittins, who gave 
us a kind donation of 
flowers and Gregory’s, who 
donated food to help make 
the day an experience not 
to forget.”

SOAPYCAR.COM
07582 570308HAND 

CAR 
WASH

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?
Your existing loyalty cards and 

custom from Bondgate Hand Car 
Wash are more than welcome

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Marks & Spencer Bishop 
Auckland adopted But-
terwick Hospice as their 
Charity of the Year in 
October 2016 and to date 
have raised £4,247.35 
along with an additional 
£2,171.36 which was gener-
ated though their Carrier 
bag scheme.  
The retailer also donated 
£500 to replenish the 
hospice greenhouse.
Staff members spent a day 

at Butterwick Hospice as 
part of their “Spark Some-
thing Good” project.  
“We had a fabulous day, 
potting the hanging baskets 
and plants to help generate 
an income for the Hospice,” 
said one member.  
The team also sanded all 
the garden furniture down, 
stained it and did lots 
of much needed garden-
ing. One staff member’s 
daughter, Clio also used 

M&S  raise  funds  for  Butterwick
her pocket money to buy 
plants for the greenhouse.
Butterwick Hospice Com-
munity Fundraiser, Dionne 
Kingsley said: ‘We were 
delighted to be chosen as 
M&S’s charity at the end of 
last year and thrilled they 
have agreed to continue 
supporting us for an addi-
tional year.  
“M&S have done so much 
already, and has plans 
to raise much more and 
we couldn’t thank them 
enough.  
“We need more people to 
support their local Hospice 
by hosting an event for us 
or raising funds for us.
“If you would like purchase 
any of our Hanging 
Baskets/Plants or would 
like further information on 
how to raise funds for us, 
please contact Dionne on 
01388 603003.”

SA JOINERY
All Aspects of Joinery & 
Property Maintenance

Doors supplied and fitted, 
loft access & boarding, 

decking, fencing and gates, 
laminate & 

real wood flooring
Call Stephen on
07912 982 056
For a free quote

All aspects of
Landscaping 

and Gardening
carried out.
We also do 
brickwork.

No job too small

Call Jack Atkin on
07720 601016

5 Thirlmere Rd, Ferryhill DL17 8HA 

Yard by Yard
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

St Mary’s U13 Kings, for which James Cook played, display his shirt as they receive 
their awards.

St  Mary’s  awards  night  tinged  with  emotion  as  club  
say  farewell  to  James  Cook 
After an emotional and 
upsetting week for St 
Mary’s Juniors which saw 
the funeral of 12-year-old 
player, James Cook take 
place, the club went ahead 
with its club presentation 
last Saturday and dedicat-
ed the night to James and 
his family.
Club chairman, Steve Coul-
thard said: A justgiving 
page for James (justgiv 
ing.com/crowdfunding/
james-cook-memor ial) 
has now reached £3,100, 
so a massive thank you to 
everyone who has donated 
towards the James Cook 
Neonatal Department and 
the Great North Air Ambu-
lance.
The money will be shared 
equally and we would like 
to pay especial thanks to 
the Sports Bar footballers 
who donated £350.”
The season’s honours were 
awarded as follows. 

Mini Soccer Awards:
Team of the Year:
U10 Kings, 
Runners-up: U7 Kings 
Fair Play Team: 
U9 Aces 
Runners-up: U7 Aces
Player of the Year: 
Charlie Denham
Runner-up: Isaac Chambers
Top Goal scorer:
Jake Wilkinson
Runners-up: Luke 
Thompson and Luca 
McMahon
Goal Keeper of the Year:
Zach Wilkinson 
Runner-up: Adam Petty 

Defender of the Year:
Ben Lowerson
Runner-up: Bobby Ebdon 
Midfielder of the Year:
Ben Crinion 
Runner-up: Ethan Tate
Most Improved Player:
TJ Whittaker 
Runner-up: Evan Hymas
Coach of the Year:
Paul Thompson
Manager of the Year:
Mark Crinion
President’s Award:
U8 Aces
Secretary of the Year:
Sam Lowerson

Youth Soccer Awards
Team of the Year:
U18s 
Runner-up: U13 Aces
Fair Play winners:
U14s  
Runner-up: U11 Aces
Player of the Year:
Luke Bailey
Runner-up: Jack Glasper
Top Goal Scorer:
Robbie Vickers
Runner-up: Kyle Blacklock 
GoalKeeper of the Year:
Luke Teare and Piotr 
Banda 
Runner-up: Aaron Wharton
Midfielder of the Year:
Alex Goundry
Runner-up: Bailey Prudhoe
Most Improved Player:
Luke Atkinson
Runner-up: Thomas 
Charlton
Academy & Scholarship 
Awards:
Robbie Vickers, Cobie 
Woods, Alfie Madgewick,  
Steven Taylor and Robbie 
Anderson

Stepping Down present:
Richie Burns  
Manager of the Year:
Steve Coulthard
Secretary of the Year:
Rebecca Reynolds
Coach of the Year:
Michael Stewart
President’s Award: 
U17s

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Loyalty Award:
Debbie Woods
Volunteer Award:
Francesca Azzouzi
Referee Award:
Connor Ward
Special Achievement for 
Triple Cup Winners: 
U18s
Claire Shaw Dedication 

Award: 
Catherine Pearson 

Mr Coulthard finished by 
offering his thanks to “all 
the parents, sponsors and 
players for all their hard 
work over the season.
We’re already looking 
forward to next season.”

Bishop Auckland FC’s 
players have returned to 
pre-season training with 
the season due to start 
with the FA Cup Extra Pre-
liminary Round on Saturday 
August 5th and the first 
league game away to 
Jarrow Roofing on Tuesday 

August 8th.
Pre-Season friendly games 
have been arranged as 
follows: Saturday July 8th, 
Willington (A)
Wed July 12th, Crook (A)
Saturday July 15th, Mid-
dlesbrough U23 (H)
Friday July 21st, Darlington 
FC (H)
Wednesday 26th July, Dar-

Two  Blues  announce  friendlies
lington RA (H)
Sat 29th July, Tow Law (A)
The Club is recruiting 
volunteers to help on 
match days with roles as 
stewards, catering, pro-
gramme editor and more. 
Anyone interested in 
helping the club should 
email: volunteers@bishop 
afc.com.


