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Alison is pleased to announce the opening 
of her new CURTAIN WORKROOM.

We are considered to be one of the 
North’s leading made to measure services 

of Curtains & Roman Blinds.

Dabble Duck Industrial Estate, Shildon, DL4 2QN 

Tel: 07944358490

Duchess  Curtains

For nearly 25 years we have produced and 
supplied curtains & blinds to thousands 

of homes, exclusive properties, hotels 
and TV & Film sets. 

By coming directly to us, you are cutting out 
the ‘middle man’. You will be surprised at the 

quality and exceptional value we can offer 
compared to High Street retailers.

10% Discount with this Voucher

Est. 1993 Furness Windows Ltd
CELEBRATING OVER 50 YEARS IN BUSINESS

• A Rated Windows

• Composite Doors

• Upvc Doors

• Bi-folding Doors

• Conservatories

• Warmcore Tiled 

Roofs

Door Fanlights and sidescreens extra
Our windows are all ‘A’ Rated as standard. Internally glazed. 

70mm Multi-chambered profile. High security locking.

FURNESS WINDOWS LTD
UNIT B2 ROMANWAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TINDALE 

CRESCENT, BISHOP AUCKLAND, CO DURHAM, DL14 9AW

TEL: 01388 205210     FAX: 01388 605044
Email: furnesswindows@live.co.uk  Trade Enquiries Welcome

Showroom open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm. Saturday 9am-1pm

Dog owners in Bishop 
Auckland are being advised 
of new rules that will 
come into force in County 
Durham at the beginning of 
June.
Durham County Council is 
introducing a Public Space 
Protection Order (PSPO) 
to encourage responsi-
ble ownership and tackle 
issues such as dog fouling 
and strays, and Bishop 
Auckland Town Council is 
supporting the order.
People can find out more 
about the new rules 
through the council’s #Fol-
lowOurLead, campaign.
The order, which will 
replace the existing Dog 
Control Order introduced 
in 2009, means that from 
Thursday, 1st June, it will 
be an offence to:
• Fail to pick up dog mess;

Town  Councils  support  new  
rules  for  dog  owners

• Allow a dog to stray;
• Fail to put a dog on a lead 
when directed to do so by 
an authorised officer;

Kendra Milne, Durham County Council neighbourhood 
warden; Ian Hoult, neighbourhood protection manager; 
and Denise Kelly, north of England campaigns manager 
for the Dogs Trust.

Continued on page 2

People are being advised to 
keep safe in warm weather 
as higher temperatures are 
set to continue across the 
county.
Public Health England, 
which issues advice on 
hot weather alerts, has 
published guidelines for 
people to follow over the 
coming summer months.
Top tips to keep safe in the 
sun include:
• Try to keep out of the sun 

between 11am and 3pm 
when it is highest in the 
sky and at its strongest;

• Wear ultraviolet (UV) 
sunglasses to reduce 
exposure to the eyes;

• Apply sunscreen of at 
least SPF15 with UVA pro-
tection and wear a wide 
brimmed hat;

• Drink lots of cool drinks 
and ensure you take 

water with you when 
travelling.

People are also being 
asked to keep a close eye 
on vulnerable groups, such 
as older people, young 
children and babies and 
those with serious ill-
nesses. 
Amanda Healy, Durham 
County Council’s Director 
of Public Health, said: 
“While we should enjoy 
the hot weather when we 
get it, people should be 
aware that high tempera-
tures can be dangerous, 
especially for vulnerable 
groups.
“We would urge everyone 
to think more carefully 
about older people and 
young children who may 
feel the ill-effects of the 
heat over the coming 
months.”

Public  reminded  of 
hot  weather  safety 

 Bishop needs a Labour MP
Promoted by Chris Kelsey on behalf of Helen Goodman,

both at BACLP, 1 Cockton Hill Road, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6EN

• Allow a dog into any 
fenced-off play area named 
in the PSPO.
Anyone seen flouting the 
new rules will be issued 
with a £100 Fixed Penalty 
Notice (FPN), reduced 
to £60 if paid within 10 
working days. Failing to pay 
the FPN will result in court 
action and a possible fine 
of up to £1,000.
The order will not apply to 
anyone who is registered 
blind, is disabled or who 
uses a trained assistance 
dog.
The introduction of the 
PSPO follows a public 
consultation at the end of 
last year, when more than 
80 per cent of those who 
took part said they were in 
favour of the move.
Ian Hoult, Durham County 
Council’s neighbourhood 
protection manager, said: 
“While the majority of dog 
owners are responsible, 
there are still those whose 
actions impact upon our 
communities – whether 
it’s failing to clear up after 
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their dog or being unable 
to control it when off a 
lead.
“The new order will enable 
us to crack down on these 
problems, making our com-
munities safer, cleaner 
and more welcoming for 
everyone.
“In order to spread the 
message about the new 
rules and encourage 
everyone to abide by them, 
we’re asking people with 
dogs to use the #Follow-
OurLead hashtag on social 
media and help inspire 
others to be responsible 
owners.”
The order is also being 
supported by a number of 
town and parish councils, 
who have requested that 
play areas they are respon-
sible for are included in the 
PSPO.
In Bishop Auckland the 
town’s play areas come 
under the control of 
Durham County Council, 
with the following included 
in the PSPO: The Town 
Recreation Ground, Helena 

Terrace, Jane Armstrong 
Park, Middlewood Green, 
Oakley Green,  New Street, 
Lupin Close and Clover 
Drive.
Additionally, the enclosed 
play areas at Randolph 
Street, Coundon Grange; 
Leeholme Road, Leeholme; 
Wharton Street, Coundon; 
Church Street, Toronto; 
and Village Hall, Escomb 
come under the order.
Anyone who allows their 
dog into any of the fenced-
off play areas in any of the 
listed parks will be subject 
to a fixed penalty notice of 
£100. 
The council’s Civic Pride 
team will be attending 
monthly health check 
events organised by the 
Dogs Trust to offer advice 
on the PSPO. The drop-in 
events are free to attend.
For more information on 
the PSPO, including Fre-
quently Asked Questions, a 
list of fenced off play areas 
included in the PSPO and 
details of free Dogs Trust 
health check events, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/dog-
control.

From page 1

SHILDON TOWN COUNCIL
ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL ASSISTANT
SC4 (£18,070 - £20,138) 20 hrs pro-rata

We are looking to recruit an experienced Accounts and Payroll 
Assistant. The candidate must be able to demonstrate a 
working knowledge of Sage 50 Accounting and Payroll Systems 
and provide accurate financial information for the efficient and 
effective running of the Council.  The appointment is for 20 
hours per week  – Monday – Wednesday. 
If you would like more information or an application pack, 
please contact Shildon Town Council on 01388 772563 or email: 
council@shildon.gov.uk. An application pack can also be down-
loaded from the Council website www.shildon.gov.uk

The closing date for submitting applications is 5th June, 2017.  
Interviews will be on 29th June, 2017.

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

The Annual General 
Meeting and next board 
meeting of Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership is set to take 
place on Thursday 13th 
July, between 6-8pm, at 
Shildon Civic Hall.
Residents who have any 

neighbourhood issues they 
would like raised at the 
meeting should contact one 
of the team by Thursday 
29th June. To raise an 
issue, or to confirm your 
attendance, call 03000 268 
663 or email bishopshildon-
aap@durham.gov.uk.

BASH  AGM

New  rules  for  dog  
owners

Members of Bishop 
Auckland St Mary’s Football 
Club joined the rest of the 
town in shock and grief at 
the sudden death of one of 
the club’s young football-
ers last week.  
“It has been a very very 
sad week for the club,” said 
chairman, Steve Coulthard, 
“with the loss of one of our 
players, James Cook, who 
would have been thirteen 
this week and who played 
for our U13 Kings.”
It is the latest sudden  
death to shake the club 
after the passing of a 
parent, Chris Weighill,  
who died of a heart attack 
aged only 44 while out 
biking.
James’s dad, Ian Cook is 
also one of the coaches of 
the St Mary’s team.
James was enjoying a game 
of football with friends on 
playing fields at St John’s 
School and Sixth Form 
when he became unwell 
shortly before 7.30pm on 
Wednesday, 24th May.
The 12-year-old, who was 
a year eight pupil at the 
St John’s, was airlifted 
to James Cook University 
Hospital by the Great North 
Air Ambulance Service but 
sadly passed away.
“It has been the most emo-
tional night I have ever had 
in the 18 years I have been 
involved with St Mary’s,” 
said Mr Coulthard as club 
members, coaches and 
supporters joined James’ 
friends and family to lay 
flowers and wreaths where 
he died.
“I found it very hard to 
speak on behalf of the 
club. There was more than 
150 people there including 
James’ teammates.
“His family lives near the 
fields and the sight of them 
walking away across the 
fields after the service is a 
memory that will live with 
me forever.”
“We have hundreds of 
bouquets of flowers on our 
pitch where James played 
and he will be a massive 

Town  shocked  by  sudden  
death  of  young  footballer

miss to everyone at the 
club where he has been 
since he was five years 
old,” said Mr Coulthard.
Lisa Byron, headteacher 
at St John’s School and 
Sixth Form College, said: 
“Our whole community of 
St John’s Catholic School 
and Sixth Form College 
is shocked and saddened 
by the sudden and tragic 
death of James.
“This is an incredibly sad 
time for our community 
and our thoughts, prayers 
and deepest sympathies 
are with James and his 
family at this very difficult 
time.

“James was a lovely, happy 
and popular member of 
our Year 8 and he will be 
greatly missed by all of us.  
Those closest to him have 
spent time in our school 
chapel, being consoled and 
comforted by our staff.
“At this sad time we ask 
that James’ family, friends 
and our community are 
given the privacy we need 
to grieve and to come to 
terms with our tragic loss.”
The club has set up a just 
giving page up for James 
for anyone wanting to 
donate at www.justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/james-
cook-memorial.

James Cook, who would have celebrated his thirteenth 
birthday this week, collapsed and died while playing 
football with friends. 

Need to check council decisions, boundaries and rights of way, 
or obtain copies of baptisms or marriage in church certificates?

Want to trace your family history 
or find out what life was like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619
email: record.office@durham.gov.uk

www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
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The Women’s Refuge in 
Bishop Auckland now has 
a qualified counsellor, 
psychotherapist and hyp-
notherapist offering coun-
selling services, working 
from the refuge and taking 
private clients.
Rachel May has a wealth of 
experience and sees clients 
with issue ranging from 
addiction to relationship 
problems and childhood 
trauma and abuse. 
Couples counselling is also 

available, as is hypnother-
apy which has been proven 
to be very effective. 
The counselling room is 
very private, easily ac-
cessible and there is 
parking onsite. Alterna-
tively, Rachel also offers an 
online service from www.
hopeleveltherapy.com.
Rachel can be contacted 
on 07809 762926, or you 
can contact the refuge on 
01388 600094 to make an 
appointment. 

New  services  
offered  by  refuge

School and Sixth Form College
A Catholic Academy
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 6JT.

Assistant Caretaker
Grade C – starting at £15,507    

(whole time - 37 hpw on a shift rota)
To start as soon as possible

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic, well organised 
and highly motivated person to start as soon as possible.

St John’s is committed to safeguarding and promoting 
the welfare of children and young people. The successful 
applicant will be subject to an enhanced Disclosure and 

Barring Service check.
For further details, please contact: 01388 603246, 

sanderson@stjohnsrc.org.uk
or visit our website: www.stjohnsrc.org.uk - Vacancies

Closing Date: Monday, 12 June 2017 – 10am

‘A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values’

Councillor Adam Zair was 
chosen as the eleventh 
Mayor of Bishop Auckland 
at the Town Council Annual 
Meeting held on 16th May.  
Cllr Zair, who has been 
a Town Councillor since 
2013, works for the Electri-
cal Recycling Group which 
is owned by City Electrical 
Factors.  
He is a keen musician 
and is an organist at St 
Wilfred's Church in Bishop 
Auckland. He also plays 
piano, electronic organ 
and the Wurlitzer at 
Howden le Wear.
In accepting his role as 
Mayor Cllr Zair said: “It is 
an honour and a privilege 
to be chosen as Mayor for 
Bishop Auckland. 
“I will work tirelessly in 
promoting the town in this 
most important period of 
the town’s history.”
His chosen charity for his 
term as Mayor will be the 
Great North Air Ambulance 
Service.
Adam paid tribute to the 
outgoing Mayor, Cllr Ann 
Golightly, who since her 
term of office began in May 
2016 has raised £4,808 for 
her chosen charity, Butter-
wick Hospice.  
The fantastic amount has 

Independent  councillor  elected 
new  Bishop  Auckland  mayor

been raised via various 
fundraisers and generous 
donations from the town's 
residents, along with 
proceeds from the Bishop 

Auckland Documentary 
Project  Hometown, which 
raised over £3,100. 
Cllr David Fleming was 
elected Deputy Mayor.

Cllr Adam Zair has been elected Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland. His chosen charity will be the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service. 

Due to the general election,  
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP (BASH) AGM 
and Board meeting, which 
was due to take place on 
Thursday 25th May, will 
now be taking place on 
Thursday 13th July from 

6pm – 8pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall.
Anyone wishing to attend 
the meeting should confirm 
their attendance by 
calling 03000 268 663 or 
by emailing bishopshildon 
aap@durham.gov.uk.

New  date  for  BASH  
AGM

Do you like jigsaws, cross-
words, anagrams, colour-
ing, dot to dot, sudoku, 
word searches or board 
games? 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
Library is looking to start 
up a brand new weekly 
session on a Monday after-

noon from 2pm till 4pm, 
where you can pass the 
time by enjoying a leisurely 
afternoon with an activity 
of your choice. 
If you are interested please 
call in to the library for 
more information or call 
03000 269 524.

New  Afternoon  Club 
at  Town  Hall  library
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The Auckland Cup Cake Company have been selling their produce on Thursdays at the 
newly launched weekly Bishop Auckland Market. 

Bishop Auckland Market met 
with enthusiasm

Bishop Auckland’s revital-
ised market, which opened 
for trading on Thursday 
27th April in the town’s 
Market Place, has been 
met overwhelmingly by 
enthusiasm and determina-
tion from both traders and 
townspeople.
Durham Markets Company 
has taken over the opera-
tion of the weekly Thursday 
Outdoor Market, and is 
looking to add further 
markets in the future.   
Colin Wilkes, Managing 
Director of Durham Markets 
Company, said: “Each week 
we’ve been pleasantly sur-
prised.  
“Our traders have shown 
such commitment, and the 
numbers of public coming 
have surpassed our expec-
tation.  
“However, we want to see 
this market grow.  
“Whilst we are working 

hard to attract more and 
varied traders, we would 
urge the public to visit and 
support, particularly those 
who work in the town or 
live nearby.  
“The market needs the 
support of both traders and 
the public to thrive.”
Wayne Furnell, of The 
Auckland Cupcake 
Company, who has attended 
each market to date, com-
mented: “I’m loving the 
market. The customers, 
the other traders, being 
outside in all weathers, all 
make it well worth doing.  
“We’ve sold out every 
week, normally by early 
afternoon.  
“Each week we make a 
few more cakes, and each 
week we sell out by the 
same time, but we’ll keep 
bringing more cakes.  
“I remember how popular 
the market was twenty 
years ago,  and was keen to 
support it as soon as I heard 
it was coming back.”
Mr Wilkes added: “Each 

business in the market is 
small and locally-based.  
“The money spent with 
these businesses is 
pumped back into the local 
economy, which benefits 
all of us.  
“Each trader knows all 
about what they’re selling, 
it is after all their business 
and their passion, and 
we’d encourage shoppers 
to come and meet our 
traders, and ask any ques-
tions they may have.”
The Thursday Market cur-
rently averages just over 20 
stalls, including three hot 
take-away food stalls.  It is 
open from 9am to 4pm.
Durham Markets Company 
is interested in hearing 
from potential new traders 
who’d like to join the 
market.  
Traders interested in a 
stall at Bishop Auckland 
weekly Thursday outdoor 
market should email colin@
durhammarkets.co.uk for 
an application form or call 
0191 384 6153.

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Services
Man With A Van

Call 07375 674304

The Global Education Trust 
(GET) has opened a new 
bookshop at 57 Newgate 
Street.  
“We have a small seating 
area and shelves of books 
ready for your perusal,” 
said a spokesperson. “This 
covers crime, fiction, auto-
biography, science, travel, 
geography, children’s 
books and more.
“We are also on the hunt 
for volunteers, so if any 
of your readers can spare 
some time to come and 
help in the bookshop that 
would be great. 
“There is no selling 
involved, just accepting 
donations of books, and 
shelving them.
“We also require any bits 
of furniture like small 
settees, chairs, coffee 
tables, tables, desks, 
bookshelves and of course 
books.  
“We are in particular need 
of Christian books as they 
are not yet represented at 
the shop.  
“There is parking avail-
able just for drop off at 
the front of the shop and 
some parking at the rear 
for dropping off donations.
“Please note we cannot 
pick up furniture like 

settees or heavy book-
shelves.
“In the UK we have the 
'GET Free Books' initiative, 
which aims to make books 
free for all by opening book 
shops around the country.
“Through these shops, 
books are made available 
to anyone who wants to 
read, free of charge. 
“However, the charity also 
accepts financial dona-
tions. 
“In order to provide free 
books to as many people 
as possible, we envisage no 
more than five books to go 
out to each person at one 
time. 
“We also help to provide 
education across the world 
by building schools abroad 
and providing access to 
educational resources.
“Enhanced education is 
fundamental to fighting 
poverty, so providing this 
aid gives people the op-
portunity to improve their 
lives and the lives of the 
communities they live in.”
The Global Education 
Trust’s primary aim is to 
help make education avail-
able to all. 
For more information in 
the charity, visit www.
globaleducationaltrust.org.

‘GET’  to  Bishop  for  
free  books

The next public meeting of 
the Bishop Auckland Town 
Team will be the Annual 
General Meeting.  
It will take place at 
the 4 Clocks Centre, 
154a Newgate Street on 
Thursday 15th June.
Guest speakers from 
Auckland Castle Trust, 
Eleven Arches and Durham 
County Council will also 
be in attendance giving 

updates on what is happen-
ing in the town.
A spokesperson said: “All 
members of the public 
are invited to attend, so if 
you are passionate about 
our beautiful town then 
come along and show your 
support.”
Light refreshments will be 
served from 5:30pm and 
the meeting will start at 
6pm.

Next  Town  Team  
meeting
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The beautiful garden of Charles and Jean Crompton will be open to the public on 
Sunday 11th June, with proceeds raised from visits being donated to Marie Curie.

Charles  and  Jean  open  garden  
to  public

The delightful garden of 
Woodside House, owned 
by keen gardeners Charles 
and Jean Crompton, will 
be open to support Marie 
Curie on Sunday, 11th June 
from 1pm - 5pm
The stunning three-acre 
garden is full of interesting 
trees, shrubs and plants. 
Superbly landscaped with 
island beds, flowing her-
baceous borders, an old 
walled garden, rhododen-
dron beds, a  fernery, three 
ponds and even a vegetable 
garden, there is much to 
fire the imagination.
The garden was the winner 
of Bishop Auckland In 

Bloom and, having featured 
in The Sunday Telegraph 
and Amateur Gardening 
magazine, this is a mature 
and much-loved garden.
Delicious tea and cakes will 
be on offer together with a 
sale of plants  grown in the 
garden.
In addition, Cornerstone, 
a charity which helps the 
homeless, based in Willing-
ton, will be manning a stall 
showcasing their garden 
furniture and garden ac-
cessories, all of which are 
made locally to order.
Entry to the garden will be 
£4 adults and £1 children 
with proceeds raised from 

visits being donated to the 
local branch of Marie Curie.  
For anyone interested 
in visiting the garden, it 
is situated at Woodside 
House, Witton Park DL14 
0DU, two miles north of 
Bishop Auckland. 
From Bishop, drivers should 
take the A68 to Witton Park 
but on entry to the village, 
they should not follow their 
satnav’s directions. 
The garden is situated 
down a track next to St. 
Paul’s Church and has 
partial wheelchair access.
For further details contact 
Elizabeth Varley on 01388 
606075.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 3rd June DEEPER 

SEASON
Sun 4th JD & THE 

WOODSMEN 
Sat 10th  KARAOKE

Sun 11th E L I
Sat 17th  ANDROMEDA
Sun 18th TIME CHECK

If you are bored, fed up, 
frustrated, stressed or 
feeling useless, you can go 
along to a SafeSpace 4 Men 
event where you can meet 
people, make new friends, 
have a chat, try new activi-
ties and regain confidence.
SafeSpace 4 Men is part 
of the Widening Horizons  
project.
The next session on 

Thursday 29th June is from 
1-4pm at Auckland Youth & 
Community Centre, Walker 
Drive, Woodhouse Close 
and then on Thursdays 
27th July and 24th August. 
Coffee, tea and biscuits are 
provided. 
For more information call 
01325 283169 and ask for 
Rob or email contactus@
darlingtonmind.com.

SafeSpace  4  Men

Cleaning Services
Provided by Sally 

References can be 
provided.

All equipment and 
products provided.

Tel: 07922 283416
Tel: 01388 488049

Email: 
sallygr2016@gmail.com

Man  fined  after  illegal 
tobacco  discovery
A Toronto man caught with 
thousands of illegal ciga-
rettes has been ordered to 
pay over £700.
Matthew Cockburn, 22, of 
Newton Grange, Toronto, 
was stopped by police 
in possession of 3,600 
cigarettes and 2.5kg of 
tobacco.
He admitted buying them 
to sell on and has now 
been made to pay £770 
having been convicted of 
seven charges brought by 
Durham County Council.
Newton Aycliffe magis-
trates on Wednesday heard 
how Cockburn, of Newton 
Grange, Toronto, had 
cause to be pulled over 
by an officer from Durham 
Constabulary while driving 
at Ferryhill in October last 
year.
The officer checked the 
rear of Cockburn’s vehicle 
and found:
• Five sleeves of what 
were labelled as Mayfair 
cigarettes - each contain-
ing 10 boxes of 20 ciga-
rettes.
• Four sleeves labelled as 
Jim cigarettes - each con-
taining 10 boxes of 20.
• Four packs labelled 
as Turner hand rolling 
tobacco - each containing 
10 x 50g packets.
A further search of the 
vehicle uncovered a box 
which was sealed in order 
to disguise the contents. 
When this was opened, 
it was found to contain 
a further nine sleeves 
labelled as Jim cigarettes.

The finds were reported 
to the council’s consumer 
protection officers who 
interviewed Cockburn.
The defendant told officers 
he had bought cigarettes 
from a man on three or 
four occasions and would 
sell them at a profit.
The cigarettes and 
tobacco were examined by 
an expert with the Mayfair 
products found to be coun-
terfeit.
Cockburn was charged 
with one Trade Mark 
offence, three relating to 
the health warnings and 
a further three related 
to general warnings and 
information messages. He 
pleaded guilty to all.
Cockburn’s solicitor told 
the court the defendant is 
not involved in any wider 
conspiracy to supply illegal 
tobacco and had made only 
a small amount of money.
Magistrates ordered 
Cockburn pay a £200 
fine, £500 costs and a £70 
victim surcharge. They 
also ordered the forfeiture 
and destruction of the 
cigarettes and tobacco.
Owen Cleugh, the coun-
cil’s consumer protection 
manager, said: “Our teams 
will continue to tackle 
the availability of illicit 
tobacco in the county.
“I hope this prosecution 
will serve as a warning that 
we will take the strongest 
possible action to combat 
the presence and supply 
of illicit tobacco in County 
Durham.”
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The Alauda Quartet will be giving a concert at St Andrew’s Church, South Church on 
Friday 16th June from 7.30pm 

String  quartet  to  perform  at  St  
Andrew’s  Church

Formed at The Royal 
Academy of Music in 
2011, one of the leading 
young string quartets, 
The Alauda Quartet, will 
be giving a concert in St 
Andrew’s Church, South 
Church on Friday 16th June 

from 7.30pm in the latest 
Auckland Music Society 
2017 concert series.
Containing two  violins, 
viola and cello, they were 
selected as Concert Artists 
with Making Music for 2016-
17. 

They will perform works by 
Haydn, Mendelssohn and 
Shostakovitch.
The quartet enjoys a busy 
performing schedule and 
has performed extensively
across the UK as well as 
across Europe and Asia.
Tickets, priced at £13.50 
are available from Broth-
erton’s Music (opposite 
Morrisons) or by contact-
ing Brian Varley on 01388 
606075. 
Tickets will also be avail-
able on the door, priced at 
£15.

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898

 

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for your article relating to the 15th 
anniversary of the opening of the Four Clocks 
Community Centre in 2002 (Issue 210 - Four 
Clocks celebrates fifteen years in the community).
However tribute should also be paid to the 
small group of people who founded the Bishop 
Auckland Community Partnership in 1997, and 
worked tirelessly for five years, planning the 
project and raising £1.2m to buy, convert, and 
run it for the first three years. 
Lets hope we can ensure their legacy continues 
for many years to come.
Yours sincerely, 
Robin Easton,
Four Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland

Letters
Have your say...

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one. 

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk 

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

DCC  appoint  new  
Cabinet  and  Chair
A new Cabinet and Chairman 
have been appointed at the 
region’s largest local au-
thority following the recent 
local elections.
Cllr Simon Henig con-
firmed the membership 
of his Cabinet after being 
re-elected as Leader of 
Durham County Council.
Cllr Alan Napier retains the 
post of Deputy Leader with 
additional responsibility for 
finance, legal and demo-
cratic services and risk 
management.
Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Cllr Carl 
Marshall and Cllr Kevin 
Shaw are new additions to 
the Cabinet. 
Cllr Gunn takes on the port-
folio for Children and Young 
People’s Services, covering 
education up to the age 
of 19, specialist and safe-
guarding services, youth 
services, children’s centres 
and adult learning.
Cllr Marshall is the new 
Cabinet member for 
economic regeneration, 
taking responsibility for 
economic development, 
town centres, development 
control, strategic transport 
and spatial planning, in-
cluding the County Durham 
Plan.
Cllr Shaw becomes the new 
Cabinet member for stra-
tegic housing and assets, 
with a portfolio covering 
housing strategy, homeless-
ness, private sector housing 
issues, fuel poverty and 
energy efficiency, land and 
property assets and the au-
thority’s travellers’ liaison 
service.
Cllr Joy Allen takes up 
the new post of Cabinet 
member for Transforma-
tion. Her remit will include 
the council’s transformation 
programme as well as ICT, 
customer services, librar-
ies, emergency planning, 
equality and diversity and 
the Humanitarian Support 

Partnership.
Cllr Ossie Johnson also 
takes on a new portfolio.
As Cabinet member for 
tourism, culture, leisure 
and rural issues, he will 
oversee tourism, arts and 
culture as well as events, 
leisure services, parks and 
allotments. He is also the 
council’s rural champion.
Cllr Jane Brown retains 
responsibility for human 
resources under her new 
role as Cabinet member 
for social inclusion but 
also takes on poverty and 
welfare reform, welfare 
rights and carers.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels contin-
ues in her role as Cabinet 
member for adult and 
health services, dealing 
with adult safeguarding, 
social care and commission-
ing, health and wellbeing, 
public health, commu-
nity safety and links with 
Durham Police. She will also 
serve as the authority’s 
champion for veterans and 
mental health.
Cllr Brian Stephens retains 
his portfolio for neighbour-
hoods and local partner-
ships, a wide-ranging role 
that covers Area Action 
Partnerships, relation-
ships with town and parish 
councils, community de-
velopment, streetscene, 
highways, waste man-
agement, bereavement 
services and environment, 
health and consumer pro-
tection.
Meanwhile, the Annual 
General Meeting of the 
council also saw the election 
of Cllr Bill Kellett as its new 
Chairman and Cllr John 
Lethbridge, who represents 
the Woodhouse Close ward 
in Bishop Auckland elected 
as Deputy Chairman. The 
70-year-old is a former ge-
ography teacher who taught 
at Sedgefield Secondary 
Modern School.
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The 95-year-old Ford Model T tractor, lovingly restored by Kevin Watson from Bishop 
Auckland will be on show at this year’s Tractor Fest at Newby Hall, North Yorkshire.

Bishop  Auckland  owner’s  Ford  
Model  T  tractor  to  go  on  show

A 95-year-old Ford Model 
T tractor previously used 
as a farm post-box will be 
one of the star attractions 
at this year’s Tractor Fest, 
being staged at Newby Hall 
country house in North 
Yorkshire from 10th-11th  
June.
The two-day event is 
the UK’s largest outdoor 
vintage engine and tractor 
festival and this year cel-
ebrates the centenary of 
the Ford marque and the 
legacy of Henry Ford.
The Ford Model T was the 
first mass produced car 
manufactured by Ford 
Motor Company from 1908-
1927. 
Introduced as cheap, basic 
transport, the ‘Tin Lizzie’ 
was almost as much a 
portable engine as a car. 
The original all-terrain 
vehicle, it was easily cus-
tomised by keen enthusi-
asts into alternative uses 
such as racing cars and 
even tractors. 
Kevin Watson from Bishop 
Auckland has been a 
vintage tractor enthusiast 
since he was a child and 
will be exhibiting his Model 
T Tractor dating from 1922 
at Tractor Fest.

Kevin said: “Restoring 
vehicles is a passion of 
mine and I’ve restored 
20-30 over the years.
“However, owning and re-
storing a Ford Model T has 
been a long-held dream, 
so I was delighted when 
a friend working in the 
United States discovered 
one being used as a letter 
box in the mid-western 
American state of Minne-
sota.
“Knowing my interest, he 
approached the owner 
about rescuing the tractor 
from this ignominy and 
negotiated a deal on my 
behalf. I then shipped it to 
the UK.” 
The tractor was in a thor-
oughly dilapidated state 
needing total refurbish-
ment and Kevin spent six 
years restoring her to her 
former glory - replacing 
everything from the engine 
and transmission to the 
interior which he painstak-
ingly hand-crafted.
Says Kevin: “The Model 
T tractor was originally 
intended for farmers who 
didn’t need a full-time 
tractor.  
“The idea was that it took 
around an hour and a half 

to convert into a tractor 
and it could be turned 
back into a car just as 
easily for trips to church 
on Sunday.
“I’m very interested in 
early tractors – the Model 
T was around for a decade 
before the Fordson tractor 
became available - and 
this one is quite primitive.  
“I’ve always wanted to 
drive one since I was a 
child and get a real kick 
out of it.  
“It’s quite a character 
– the thing about Model 
T’s is that as soon as you 
start them with the crank 
handle they start to move 
towards you so you need to 
have your wits about you!”
By contrast, also on show 
will be an immaculate grey 
and brass 1912 Ford Model 
T Rajo Speedster, believed 
to be the only one of its 
kind in the UK. 
The two very different 
Model T Fords are just 
some of the engines taking 
part in this year’s Tractor 
Fest, which  will showcase 
more than 1500 exhibits 
including engines, com-
mercial vehicles, cars, 
motorcycles and vintage 
tractors.

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Visitors are being given the 
chance to go behind closed 
doors at a historic County 
Durham castle.
From May Bank Holiday 
weekend, Auckland Castle, 
Bishop Auckland will be 
hosting free Behind the 
Scenes tours every Saturday 
and Sunday, as it prepares 
for one of the most exciting 
chapters in its 900-year 
history.
The Castle closed to the 
public in September 2016 
and has now been com-
pletely cleared to allow 
work to begin on a multi-
million pound restoration 
scheme.
The tours, run by a team 
of specially trained volun-
teers, will give visitors a 
rare opportunity to take a 
sneak peek inside ahead of 
the Castle’s grand reopen-
ing in May 2018.
Those taking part will be 
able to learn more about 
the heritage of this pres-
tigious property, as well as 
the restoration work due to 
take place over the next 12 
months to return the cur-
rently bare rooms to their 

original Georgian Gothic 
opulence.
Separate tours will also 
be taking place around 
the Castle’s landmark St 
Peter’s Chapel. Originally 
a 12th century Great Hall, 
the chapel is now believed 
to be one of the largest 
private chapels in Europe 
and is still used by the 
current Bishop of Durham, 
the Right Reverend Paul 
Butler. 
The Chapel Tours will 
explore the history of the 
chapel, including stories 
about the bishops and the 
Northern Saints, who are 
all depicted in a series of 
stained glass windows.  
Hannah Peaden, Head 
of Visitor Experience at 
Auckland Castle Trust said: 
“The Behind the Scenes 
and Chapel Tours are a fan-
tastic chance for visitors to 
step inside Auckland Castle 
before the restoration work 
gets underway in earnest.”
Spaces are limited and 
places can be booked by 
emailing bookings@auck-
landcastle.org or call 01388 
743797.

Behind  the  Scenes  
tours  at  Castle

Behind the Scenes Tours of  Auckland Castle are now 
underway.          Photo: Jamie Sproates, Courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop Auckland St Mary’s 
held a minute’s applause 
for young footballer, 
James Cook and for parent 
Chris Weighill, prior to 
the recent Smile 4 Claire 
Charity match at Bishop 
Auckland FC’s Heritage 
Park.
The club raised £400 at 
the event in which the 
tables were turned with 
managers, coaches and 
parents being coached by 
the young players.
Gaven Berry’s Youngens 
came out on top 4-3 against 
Steve Coulthard’s Oldens in 
an entertaining game.
“We would like to extend 
our grateful thanks to 
Bishop Auckland FC for 
use of the ground,” said Mr 
Coulthard. 
“Also massive thanks to 
Paul Anderson and Bod 
Baker for donating a newly 
signed Newcastle United 
shirt to Sarah and Chris’s 
two boys after the match 
which they were very 
thrilled about.
“The season has now drawn 
to a close and I would like 
to say a massive thank you 
to all the players, volun-
teer managers, coaches 
and secretaries over the 
last season who help keep 
the 20 teams going. They  
put many hours of unpaid 

time into a fantastic com-
munity club. Also all the 
parents that help support 
and get the players to the 
games and training.”
The club had news of some 
excellent performances by 
teams taking part in tour-
naments across the north 
with victories in Blackpool, 
Darlington and Ferryhill.
The Under 8 Kings won on 
Sunday 21st May away at 
Blackpool in a great tour-
nament, winning two of 
the rounds in penalty shoot 
outs.
The U10 Kings continued a 
great run of tournaments, 
winning the last four, with 
the two latest victories at 
the Ferryhill Tournament 
and then at Darlington.
The U12 Kings also returned 
victorious from the South 
Park Rangers tournament.
“We have other teams 
taking part in summer 
tournaments and we wish 
them all good luck.
“Three of our teams are 
on their way to the TJFA 
awards night at Tennis 
World in Middlesbrough 
in what is always a great 
night. 
“Then we get the opportu-
nity to honour all our teams 
on Saturday 10th June at 
our own club presentation 
day.”

Success  tinged  with  
sorrow  at  St  Mary’s

Feeling champion: Members of the North East Colleges’ League winning team from 
Bishop Auckland College celebrate their title win. 

Bishop  Auckland  celebrates 
winning  Colleges’  League  title

A 3-1 victory over title 
rivals New College Durham 
in the last match of the 
season secured the cham-
pionship for the first time 
in six seasons for Bishop 
Auckland College, with the 
team having won all but 
one of their games.
The league also includes 
the Martin Gray Academy 
at Darlington College, 
Gateshead College, Dar-
lington College, Wolsing-
ham School and Community 
College, and Framwellgate 
School U18s.
The squad, which is 
coached by Iain Leckie, 
Andrew Dixon and Ben 
Trotter, were presented 
with the league trophy at 

the annual staff v students 
charity match at Bishop 
Auckland FC’s Heritage 
Park Stadium earlier in 
May. Andrew Dixon, sport 
lecturer and football coach 

at the college, said: “We 
are very proud of our 
football team, which won 
all but one of our matches 
this season – a magnificent 
achievement.”

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

For more information call 0800 876 6887 | www.wellbeingforlife.net 

Wellbeing for life
Your wellbeing is about your happiness, your health, how involved 
you are in your community, the opportunities that are available to 

you and the overall quality of your life. The wellbeing for life service 
is here to help and support you to make the changes you want.

Be more physically active
Change what you eat or drink or stop smoking
Try something new
Find out how you can volunteer or help others
Find out how to get involved in your community

In your community you may want to: 

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

Good news for Show Veg & Flower growers

We now stock ‘Charge’ all year round. 
Prices range from £1 sachets to £25 buckets. 

We are cheaper than show prices.

NEW


