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A revitalised Bishop 
Auckland market has 
opened for business in the 
town’s Market Place. 
Durham Markets Company 

Revitalised  weekly  market  
launches  in  Bishop  Auckland

has taken over operation of 
Bishop Auckland’s Thursday 
Market, and is aiming to 
reinvigorate it with the 
support of new and current 

traders.  Around 20 traders 
are preparing for Thurs-
day’s market, where they 
will be offering a selection 
of products including local 
cheese, traditional sweets, 
cupcakes, baked goods, 
spicy sauces, gift ideas, 
prints, silk flowers, fish and 
chips, baked potatoes and 
more.
Colin Wilkes, Managing 
Director of Durham Markets 
Company, commented: 
“There’s a real enthusiasm 
for this market, from both 
traders keen to be involved 
and local people eager to 
support the market.  
“Now’s the time for 
everyone in and around 
Bishop Auckland to come 
along, meet our traders 
and find out about products 
they’re selling.
“Remember, any money 
you can spend with these 
small independent busi-
nesses is then pumped 
into our local economy, 
and that’s great news for 
Bishop Auckland.
“We’re concentrating 
initially on the weekly 
Thursday market and 

Did you work for the 
Auckland Castle before 
2010, or know anyone who 
did? If so, Auckland Castle 
Trust would like to hear 
from you.
The appeal, launched 
by the Trust’s Curatorial 
Team, has been inspired by 
the discovery of memoirs 
by Ernest Alexander, who 
started working at the 
Castle in 1904 and served 
as butler from 1912 until his 
retirement in 1958.
In it, he writes about life 
behind the scenes of the 
private residence of the 
Prince Bishops of Durham, 
including his role looking 
after the wine cellar, laying 
the table and planning 
lavish parties, as well as 
the changes he witnessed 
serving five Prince Bishops 
over 53 years.
The Trust is now keen to 
hear from anyone who 
knew Ernest, worked at 

Auckland Castle or was 
told stories by a friend or 
relative who worked there 
during the past 100 years, 
including all household 
staff, gardeners, trades-
men and contractors.
The charity is also interest-
ed in speaking to anyone 
who attended a private 
party at the Castle prior to 
2010.
These stories, which all 
add to the personal history 
of the palace, will be 
gathered for posterity and 
some may even feature in 
the restored Castle when 
it reopens to the public in 
May 2018.
Memories can be submitted 
via email to memories@
aucklandcastle.org or 
by calling 01388 743750, 
leaving your name, a brief 
summary of the story 
and, if possible, sending 
in related photographs by 
Friday 12th May.

Butler’s  memoirs  
inspire  appeal

Niall McKay-Mount of Screaming Chimp Chilli Sauce hosted one of the stalls at the 
newly launched weekly Thursday outdoor market in Bishop Auckland’s Market Place.

Two Main Meals 
Just £14

Wednesday - Saturday

Lunch 12-2pm Evening 5-6.45pm
Honest Pub Food at Affordable Prices

Eating Out
@

To Book Call 01388 767071
www.facebook.com/NBTheRedLionpub

Pub & Kitchen
The Red Lion

Who’s cooking dinner?

We are!• SALES
• RENTALS
• NEW                            

& RECONDITIONED
• STRAIGHT
• CURVED

Changing lives one 
step at a time

Premier Stairlifts, Block 1, Ground Floor, Bede House, St 
Cuthbert’s Way, Aycliffe Business Park, Newton Aycliffe, 
DL5 6DX. Tel: 01388 663200. Mob: 07375 030302.

• Short term rental 
from £350

• Recond it ioned 
lifts from £700

• New lifts from 
£1,295
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The Wannasee Tribute 
festival is back in May 
for the fourth year in the 
setting of Bishop Auckland 
FC’s Heritage Park and 
promises this year’s line up 
is the biggest and best yet.  
World class tribute artists 
will perform on the big 
outdoor stage in a festival 
atmosphere singing famous 
hit songs that everyone in 
the crowd will know. 
The festival organisers 
said: “We are delighted to 
be back in Bishop Auckland  
for the fourth year. 

“We feel that pound for 
pound it’s the best value 
for money festival out 
there, as it’s non-stop 
popular music through-
out every day, featuring 
tributes to music history’s 
greatest artists”.
Wannasee is a festival that 
all the family can enjoy, 
with not only music but 
rides and entertainment 
for young and old alike. 
The Wannasee Festival 
runs from 26th to 28th May. 
See wannaseefestival.com 
for more details.

Wannasee  Festival  
returns  to  Bishop

The growers at Pollards Allotments are looking forward to hosting their annual Plant 
Sale on the weekend of Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st May. 

Pollards  Allotments  to  host  
annual  Plant  Sale

Pollards Allotments 
Annual Plant Sale is just a 
couple of weeks away and 
promises bargain plants of 
the highest quality, careful-
ly nurtured by some of the 
best growers in the area.
The event is one not to be 
missed by green-fingered 
enthusiasts looking for 
beautiful plants to adorn 
their homes and gardens 

this summer.
Vegetables, bedding and 
hanging basket plants, 
together with a selection 
of perennials to delight 
even the most exacting of 
gardeners, will be available 
to buy.
A spokesperson for the 
allotments said: “Come 
along to our sale and not 
only will you be buying the 

best quality, but you will 
be supporting hard working 
and enthusiastic local 
growers”.
The sale will take place on 
the weekend of Saturday 
20th May from 10.00am - 
4.00pm and Sunday 21st 
May 10.00am - 12 noon 
at Pollards Allotments, 
adjacent to The Pollards 
Inn, Etherley Lane.

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY

Doors Hung, Fireplace 
Mantels, Quality Garden/Yard 
Gates, Flat Pack Furniture, 
Gutters Cleaned, Garden 

Fences Erected. 
Pensioner Discount. 

Tel Alan: 776250
Honest, reliable, local lad. Small 

jobs welcome. Happy to Help! BC Plastering
All aspects of plastering 

undertaken
Re skims - Patching

Artex Cover - Insurance 
Work - Damp Proofing

Call for FREE no 
obligation quote

20 years experience
01740 654073
07533 277480

Bryan200058@hotmail.co.uk

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Services
Man With A Van

Call 07375 674304

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

CaravansJB Sales, Service & Repairs

Bodywork, Damp, Valeting, Insurance Work,
Caravan & Trailer Accessories

Over 30 Years Experience
www.jbcaravans.co.uk

John:  01388 778855  |  07903 673261
JB Caravans, Unit 8R, Hackworth Ind Park, Shildon, DL4 1HF

The Wannasee  Tribute Festival returns to Bishop 
Auckland during the end of May bank holiday weekend. 

Wellbeing for Life, a 
service commissioned by 
Durham County Council 
to help support people to 
improve health, wellbe-
ing and quality of life, is 
hosting free Eat Wise and 
Exercise group sessions 

on Thursday mornings at 
Vinovium House in Bishop 
Auckland from 9.30am until 
11am.
The sessions, which begain 
this week (4th May), will 
continue for eight weeks, 
and it’s not too late to 

Eat  wise  and  exercise  with  
Wellbeing  for  Life

join in. During the weekly 
sessions, participants will 
get weighed, receive advice 
on healthy eating and take 
part in an exercise session 
to get the heart pumping 
and the calories burning. 
For more information, 
contact Health Trainer, Jo 
Skinner on 07826 884676 or 
0800 876 6887 or visit the 
Wellbeing for Life website 
at wellbeingforlife.net.
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would love to hear from 
anyone who would like to  
trade at Bishop Auckland 
Market, as the greater the 
variety of traders we can 
have with us each week, 
the greater the appeal of 
the market.”
Colin is keen to make 
sure the people of Bishop 
Auckland know about the 
efforts being made by 
traders to make the market 
a success.  
He added: “It’s not just 
down to the traders alone.  
They need the support of 
the public.  

“The combination of both 
will make the market the 
success.  
“We are keen for the 
market to become a com-
munity focal point, so 
we’re encouraging commu-
nity groups to get involved, 
either by selling, promot-
ing or entertaining.  
“We will also offer a free 
stall to a charity fundrais-
ing group each Thursday”.
Traders interested in 
trading at Bishop  Auckland 
weekly Thursday outdoor 
market should email colin@
durhammarkets.co.uk for 
an application form or ring 
0191 3846153.

From page 1

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Bishop Auckland & Coundon in Bloom project members gather ahead of the visit of 
Britain in Bloom judges who spent two hours touring the project’s varous sites.  

Bishop  Auckland  &  Coundon  
in  Bloom  achieves  landmark

Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon in Bloom, a 
project which aims to 
brighten up the town and 
neighbouring village for 
residents and visitors, 
achieved its latest mile-
stone as judges of the 
Britain in Bloom competi-
tion arrived to cast their 
eye over the project’s 
progress.
The judges spent two 
hours visiting various sites, 
including Daybreak in 
Coundon, Auckland Castle, 
Kynren, Cultivate4Life and 
the stone horse trough at 
Durham Chare.
Chairwoman of Bishop 
Auckland and Coundon 
in Bloom, Joy Allen said: 
“We have some extremely 
talented individuals living 
and working in the area 
that have freely shared 
their skills and expertise 
for the benefit of the 
project.
“It’s this willingness to 
come together and make a 
difference that has enabled 
us to achieve so much in a 
short space of time.”
Deputy chairman, Charlie 

Kay added: “The visit 
has gone really well. The 
judges seemed really im-
pressed with what we are 
doing.
“It is not just about 
planting flowers, it is about 
bringing the community 
together and engaging with 
different people.”
The project is also in the 
early stage of developing 
a new website, bloomtalk.
org.uk, which readers can 
visit to add their names to 
the project’s newsletter 
ahead of the full website 
launch.
Curious 12, the creative 
agency hired to build the 
site has also designed a 

logo for the project.
Company technical director 
Gary Robson said: “Differ-
ent groups are doing things 
and the people behind 
them might not cross over 
so we want to provide a 
central place.
“Anyone can see what is 
going on and hopefully 
share ideas. We want to get 
schools involved and also 
get people to upload their 
own stories and pictures.
“It is for the community to 
ask questions and get help. 
It is a place for discussion.”
Anyone wishing to get 
involved can call group 
secretary Nigel Bryson on 
07789 907441.

Weekly  market  in  
Bishop  Auckland

The award-winning Bishop 
Auckland Chrysanthemum 
& Dahlia Society will hold 
their 10th annual Plant Sale 
on Saturday 6th May.
The sale will be held in 
the Tesco car park at St 

Helen’s, Bishop Auckland 
from 9am until 1pm.
A spokesperson said: “We 
would like to thank Tesco 
for their kind permission to 
use their facilities for the 
sale.”

Chrysanthemum  & 
Dahlia  Society  sale

Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church at Cockton Hill 
Road, with the Time Out 
for Men (TOM) Youth Team,  
are helping to change lives 
by tucking in to a ‘Big 
Brekkie’ on Sunday 21st 
May, at the culmination of 
Christian Aid Week, which 
runs from from Sunday 14th 
to Saturday 20th May.
Reverend John Purdy said: 
“The church will be serving 
up a delicious morning 
meal on Sunday 21st May 

from 9am until 10.30am 
worship and raising money 
to help refugees.
“Do pop in and enjoy 
breakfast with us.”
Meanwhile, Messy Church, 
a fun activity for all the 
family continues at Wood-
house Close Church on 
Monday 8th May and again 
on Monday 12th June.
Various activities, from 
games to  prayers, take 
place from 3.30pm until 
5pm.

Tuck  in  to  change  
lives  

Join Bishop Auckland Methodist Church for a Big Brekkie 
on Sunday 21st May from 9am until 10.30am.
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Austen Tubbs (5), mam Sarah (middle) and Georgina and Archie McGill will take part 
again in the Rainbow Dash in Hamsterley Forest to raise funds for Butterwick Hospice. 

Still  time  to  join  in  the  fun  at  
Hamsterley  Forest  Rainbow  Dash

Sarah Tubbs and her 
son, five-year-old Austen 
enjoyed the Butterwick 
Hospice Rainbow Dash so 
much last year that they 
are helping launch this 
year’s event, which takes 
place on Sunday 21st May 
in Hamsterley Forest.
Sarah and Austen will offi-
cially open the event at the 
starting line as the cannons 
filled with colour fire into 
the air.
Last year’s run attracted 
families from all over the 
North East to support But-
terwick Hospice, collec-
tively raising over £28,000 
for the charity’s services to 

adults and children across 
the region. 
Butterwick Hospice Fund-
raiser, Helen Kirby, said: 
“We love to see all ages 
and abilities of people 
taking part in this event.
“It really is an event for 
all. You can walk, jog, skip, 
push or hop your way to 
the finish line through a 
spectrum of colour in the 
stunning forest setting.
“It really is a sight to see. 
I’m so pleased Sarah and 
her son Austen are able to 
launch the event, which 
has grown to be one of 
the biggest fun runs of the 
year.” 

Austen and his mam, Sarah 
are inviting others to join 
them in having lots of col-
ourful fun by signing up to 
take part in the 5k or 10k 
fun runs.
To join Austin, Sarah and 
hundreds of other people 
of all ages taking part in 
the event, you can sign up 
today at www.butterwick.
org.uk/rainbowdash2017  
or by calling 01388 603003 
during office hours. 
Adult registration for the 
event costs just £17.50.
Young people aged 10 to 16 
years can be registered for 
£12.50 while under 10s can 
participate for free.

Trojan
Domestic & Commercial 

Electrician
UPVC Windows & Doors 

repaired or replaced, 
Plastering Service, all aspects 

of Property Maintenance

Free Estimates
Fully Certified & Insured

Call 07718 090 950
Email: trojanlocksandproperty@gmail.com

To Let

Call 07771 878340 
or 07775 848973

Bishop  Auckland, Market Place
2-Bed Town House 
completed to a high 

standard. Furnished or 
unfurnished. DG/CH 

Private parking available.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

Willow Burn Hospice, 
located at 86 Newgate 
Street in Bishop Auckland 
provides a vital range of 
specialist services that 
enables people with 
serious illness make the 
most out of life. 
Hospice spokesperson, 
Tracy Smith said: “Each 
year hundreds of families 
benefit from our range of 
services free of charge. 
“We are always delighted 
to hear from anyone who is 
able to help us to continue 
providing this vital care by 
supporting the Hospice. 
“There are many ways for 
people to get involved.You 
can volunteer in our Bishop 
Auckland branch, giving a 

few hours a week of your 
free time. 
You can donate any 
unwanted items, old 
and used, to our Bishop 
Auckland branch. 
You can hold a fundraising 
community event or you 
can host a collection tin 
in your work place, or you 
can simply help spread the 
word about Willow Burn 
Hospice by telling people 
about us and what we do 
and mention us on social 
media.”
To find out more about the 
hospice’s services, contact 
Tracy Smith on 01388 
607467 or 07796 411 855 
or visit willow-burn.co.uk 
online.

Help  Hospice  provide  
its  specialist  service

Willow Burn Hospice Shop in Newgate Street helps the 
charity raise funds for its specialist services.   

Replacement 
lights and sockets

Air con / heating units
No job too small

PH Sparks
Lighting & Electrical

Call Phil on 
07398 232592
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Sgt (ATC) Caroline Edwards (left) and Sergeant (ATC) Malcolm Edwards (right) were 
presented with their certificates on completion of their course, in the presence of their 
Commanding Officer, Flight Lieutenant Ian Pepper RAFVR(T).’  

Local  youth  leaders  put 
through  their  paces

Two recently appointed 
Adult Volunteers from 
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Air Cadets have 
attended and successfully 
completed the Senior Non-
Commissioned Officer Staff 
Initial Course (SSIC) at the 
Adult Training Facility at 
RAF Cranwell.
Sergeant (ATC) Caroline 
Hodgson and Sergeant 
(ATC) Malcolm Edwards 
took part in the week-long 
course along with other 
newly appointed Non-Com-
missioned Officers (NCOs) 
from around the country.
They were taught how to 
instruct drill and other 
subjects, as well as de-
veloping their knowledge 
of safeguarding, and their 
own personal leadership 
skills.
“The course was very good 
with open and honest 
discussions facilitated by 
experienced staff,” said Sgt 
Edwards. “The challenges 
presented throughout the 

intensive week enabled 
us to develop as leaders 
within the Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets”.
The pair’s CO, Flt Lt Ian 
Pepper, travelled down to 
Lincolnshire to be present 
at the formal parade at the 
end of the course, and to 
see them presented with 
their certificates.
All uniformed adult staff in 

the RAF Air Cadets spend 
time at RAF Cranwell to 
develop their knowledge 
and understanding of our 
organisation and its aims.
Bishop Auckland Squadron 
welcomes all young people 
from Year 8 upwards, 
and anyone who is inter-
ested should contact Flt 
Lt Ian Pepper via email at 
oc.2505@aircadets.org.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 6th May  LIVE BAND

Sun 7th  OVERDRIVE
Sat 13th  MISSING LINK

Sun 14th  1 0 1
Sat 20th  KARAOKE

Sun 21st  BERNIE & THE 
BLUE NOTES

Sat 27th  DELOREAN

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Bishop Auckland Scope 
charity is hoping to help 
local residents “clobber 
your clutter” as homes 
across the town go to work 
on their annual spring 
clean.
Scope is a charity that 
exists to make the country 
a place where disabled 
people have the same op-
portunities as everyone 
else. 
It provides free, inde-
pendent and impartial 
information and support on 
the issues that matter to 
disabled people and their 
families.
Joanne Lawson, Manager 

of the charity’s Newgate 
Street store said: “We are 
doing a campaign to raise 
donations called Great 
Donate Hero.
“We are trying to raise 
100 bags of donations each 
week for two weeks. 
“On Saturday 29th May 
we and our volunteers are 
going to be in fancy dress 
and have a tomobola going 
while handing out donation 
bags.
“We would greatly appreci-
ated it if our generous local 
community could donate 
anything, from clothing to 
bric a brac, to help our 
campaign reach its goals.”

Scope  to  “clobber  
your  clutter”

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS
Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

FREE  
Air Con 
Testing!

The shop window at Scope, Bishop Auckland where the 
charity promises to “Clobber your clutter!” 

Bishop Auckland Choral 
Society are presenting 
The Armed Man, a choral 
suite by Karl Jenkins, and 
GF Handel’s Coronation 
Anthems on Friday 2nd 
June at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall.  

The performance begins at 
7pm.  Tickets are £8 adults 
and £6 concessions. Under 
16s are £3. 
Tickets are  available from 
Mrs S Hassall on 01388 
834359 or Mrs J Smith on 
01325 360514.

Choral  Society  
presents

facebook.com/
bishoppress
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Ensemble, 4 Girls 4 Harps, will provide the music at Bishop Auckland Music Society’s 
second concert of their 2017 series at St Andrew’s Church on Friday 12th May.

Music  Society’s  latest  concert 
provided  by  4  Girls  4  Harps 

The musical ensemble, 
4 Girls 4 Harps, return 
in the second of Bishop 
Auckland Music Society’s 
2017 concert series to take 
place in the serene sur-
roundings of St. Andrew’s 
Church, South Church on 
Friday, 12th May at 7.30pm.

Formed in 2000, the 
quartet has been heard 
widely both in the UK and 
across Europe, delight-
ing audiences with their 
dynamic performances and 
innovative repertoire.
They are set to perform 
works by Handel, Prokof-

iev, Ravel and Shostako-
vitch amongst others.
Tickets, priced at £13.50 
are available from Brother-
ton’s  Music  or by contact-
ing Brian Varley on 01388 
606075. Tickets will also 
be available on the door 
priced at £15.

Summer  season  at  Bishop 
Auckland  Town  Hall
There’s something for 
everyone this summer 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall, including fantastic 
music, productions from 
touring theatre companies 
and award-winning films.
The start of the new season 
sees Baroque Theatre 
Company present a triple 
bill of comedies, begin-
ning with pastiche 1920s 
thriller A Jolly Sinister 
Jape – which sees five 
adults trapped in a myste-
rious house during a thun-
derstorm – on Wednesday, 
10 May.
The production is followed 
by Last Tango in Little 
Grimley, focusing on an 
amateur dramatic society 
trying desperately to 
increase audiences by 
putting on a ‘sizzling sex 
comedy’, while Last Panto 
in Little Grimley follows 
the same incompetent 
characters tackling the 

Christmas pantomime with 
predictable riotous results.
Later in the summer, 
Art with Heart presents 
Declaration, an autobio-
graphical comedy drama 
which explores dealing 
with ADHD as an adult and 
challenges preconceptions 
around mental health on 
Wednesday, 28th June.  
Stand-up also returns to 
the venue with the popular 
Hilarity Bites comedy 
nights. 
Comedian Alex Boardman 
– who has written for 
performers including John 
Bishop and James Corden 
– headlines the event on 
Friday, 19th May and will 
be joined by 2017 Leicester 
Mercury New Comedian of 
the Year, George Ridgen. 
Music fans also have plenty 
to look forward to this 
season, with folk band The 
Happy Cats, led by former 
Lindisfarne frontman 

Marty Craggs, playing on 
Saturday, 10th June. 
Audiences can also hear 
the songs of rock ‘n’ roll 
legends Buddy Holly and 
Roy Orbison in one per-
formance when Darren 
Paige and Marc Robinson 
bring their two-hour show 
featuring classic hits to the 
Town Hall on Friday, 7th 
July. 
A host of award-winning 
films will also be screened 
across the season, includ-
ing Manchester By the Sea 
(Thursday, 25th May), Lion 
(Thursday, 22nd June) and 
winner of the 2017 Best 
Picture Oscar, Moonlight, 
the story of a young black 
man growing up in a rough 
neighbourhood of Miami 
(Thursday, 27th July).
To view the full summer 
programme and book 
tickets, visit www.bisho-
paucklandtownhall.org.uk 
or call 03000 269 524.

Alison  Carr’s unusual 
collection of poetry Cor-
nershop Cowgirl, will be 
launched at a free event 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall on Tuesday 9th May at 
7.30pm.
Alison is a prolific play-
wright and poet and former 
member of Wear Valley 
Writers. 
To her, she says,  “writing 
is like breathing”.
Her latest  volume of 
poetry links the culture of 

the USA’s Wild West with 
the post-industrial blight of 
the North East of England, 
focusing on Teesside. 
This  unique  amalgam of 
cultural and social refer-
ences produces a diverse 
mix of poetry from a dis-
tinctive, local voice.
Published by Iron Press, 
copies of Cornershop 
Cowgirl will be available to 
purchase on the night and 
is also available online at 
Iron Press and Amazon. 

Local  writer  launches  
poetry  book

Alison Carr’s collection of poetry, Cornershop Cowgirl 
will be launched in Bishop Auckland on Tuesday 9th May. 

31 Church Street, Shildon
(Opposite the Red Lion pub)

01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
Takeaway & Home Delivery

SHILDON
TANDOORI

Wednesday Special Thali Night
POPADUM - ONION SALAD - MINT SAUCE

STARTER
Choose from; Onion Bhaji, Samosa, Pakora, Chat, Prawn Puri, 

Sheek Kebab, Chicken Tikka

MAIN COURSE
Traditional Main Dish, Chef’s Specialities, Tandoori Speciality 

+ Bombay Aloo, 
Boiled Rice or Pilau Rice & Plain Nan

(Excluding King Prawn or Tandoori Main Dish)

For only £9.95
Open Mon - Sun 5.30pm till 10.30pm
www.shildontandoori.com

To pay by credit card, log onto the website for collection or deliveries

facebook.com/shildontandoori31
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A new course is aimed at helping long-term unemployed resident get back into work.

Innovative  course  provides  
steps  towards  work

An innovative free training 
programme aims to set 
unemployed people on the 
road to work.
The Stepping Stones to 
Employment project, led 
by County Durham Housing 
Group and Auckland Castle, 
is intended to grow con-
fidence, improve skills 
and give a new focus to 
long-term unemployed resi-
dents.
An open day about the 
project was held on 
Thursday, 4th May at 
Auckland Youth and Com-
munity Centre in Wood-
house Close to tell people 
more about the three 
month course.
It is expected that 15 out 
of work people will benefit 
from the scheme by gaining 
essential skills in areas in-
cluding customer service, 
IT, event organisation and 
food hygiene. 
Crucially it will also focus 

on confidence and inter-
view skills, both identified 
as key barriers to entering 
employment after an 
extended period out of the 
jobs market. 
Everyone taking part in the 
project will get to attend 
an interview with Auckland 
Castle, to give real life ex-
perience of taking part in a 
face-to-face job interview.
Sean Robson, Commu-
nity Training Coordinator 
at County Durham Housing 
Group, said: “Anyone who 
has spent a long time 
looking for a job will know 
that it can seriously knock 
your confidence.
“That’s why Stepping 
Stones places such an 
emphasis on growing confi-
dence and real experience 
of interview techniques.
“We hope that the com-
bination of skills training 
and renewed self-belief 
will give everyone on the 

course an advantage when 
they’re applying for jobs 
long into the future.”
The Stepping Stones course 
will run from 18th May to 
27th July. Free childcare 
and transport are avail-
able to participants where 
needed.
Susan Graydon has already 
taken part in the program, 
she said: “Before Stepping 
Stones I was low on self-
esteem and far away from 
the job market but with 
an increase in confidence 
and a big change in my 
employability skills through 
courses, I feel I can apply 
confidently for jobs and it 
has raised my aspirations”
A further two courses, 
helping another 30 
long-term unemployed 
residents, are expected to 
follow. More information is 
available from Sean Robson 
on 0191 349 7753 or sean.
robson@cdhg.co.uk.

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Bishop Auckland St Mary’s 
Juniors Football Club is 
celebrating its latest award 
after the Football Founda-
tion agreed to match fund 
its application to install 
new full size and 9-a-side 
goalposts at its pitches.
St Mary’s Chairman, Steve 
Coulthard said: “I’m over 
the moon that we have 
been able to secure this 
funding which will be used 
to replace goalposts which 
were becoming unsafe.
“The new equipment will 
also help us as we look 
to expand next season 
from 20 to 23 teams at all 
levels from 5-6 years of age 
throught to an under 23 
squad.”
Local MP, Helen Goodman 
said: “I was absolutely de-
lighted to get a letter from 
The Football Foundation 
saying that Bishop Auckland 
St. Marys Juniors FC has 
been awarded a grant of 

£1,535 for the replace-
ment of unsafe goalposts. 
We have a great football 
tradition and its good to 
know the next generation 
is coming up strongly”.
A spokesperson for the 
Football Foundation, the 
Premier League and the 
FA Facilities Fund said: “ 
Since we were launched in 
2000, the Foundation has 
awarded around 15,000 
grants worth more than 
£580m towards improving 
grassroots sport, which we 
have used to attract addi-
tional partnership funding 
of over £800m - over 
£1.4bn of investment into 
the grassroots game.
“By directing this infra-
structure investment into 
areas where it will have 
the greatest impact, we 
are helping to promote a 
more active population and 
to regenerate communities 
across the country.”

St  Mary’s  receive  
goalposts  grant

Helen Goodman MP with Bishop Auckland FC Chairman, 
Nick Postma. 

CAR BOOT SALE
To be held on 

Land at Rosemount Road,
South Church, Bishop Auckland,

Co. Durham. DL14 6SY
(Road B6282, just off the A688)

Every FRIDAY starting
19 May 2017 

*********************** 
Public Entry from 12.30 pm

Adults - 50p per person
Children under 14 yrs free  

(must be accompanied by adult)

Free Car Parking on Field
*********************** 

Sellers:
Car - £5.00,

Van from £7.00
Car & Trailer from £8.00

Gates open from 11.00 am
Stall set up from 11.45 am

***************************
For further information

Telephone 07900 460068
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

It was a great weekend for 
the U18’s with a 5-4 win in 
the League Cup final against 
Chester le Street Waldridge 
with goals from Aidan 
Hart, Luke Bailey, Charlie 
Wigley, Harry Coulthard 
and Rean Blakey-Johnson. 
They  have now finished 
their junior football experi-
ence by winning the treble 
of League, League Cup and 
County Cup in which they 
overcame Durham County 
Youth by 3-0 last week.
It is a fantastic achieve-
ment for a group of players, 
many of whom have been 
together since they were 
five years old.
The U7 Aces had a fan-
tastic weekend away at 
the Skegness tournament 
getting presented with the 
ESF Fair Play Trophy by 
Kevin Keegan.
The U12 Kings were also 
away at Haggerston Castle 
tournament and had 
another great weekend 
winning all their group 
games and finishing top of 
the table. This put them 
into the final which ended 
in a 1-1 draw but unfotunat-
ly the side lost the penalty 

shootout.
The U8 Aces also played 
away at the Skegness 
tournament last weekend 
also came away with the 
Fair Play Trophy presented 
by Stuart Pearce. Ben 
Lowerson also won Player 
of the Tournament.
The U17’s played their last 
league game last Sunday, 
beating Newton Aycliffe 
8-3 with a hat trick from 
Bailey Prudhoe. They now 
play their League Cup final 
at Sunderland Nissan this 
Sunday, 7th May, against 
Sunderland Redby who 
have won their Premier 
League.
The U10 Kings played 21st 
Allstars in a great 3-0 win 
with goals from Ben Crinion 
(2) and Dan Walton. They 
play in the Ferryhill tourna-
ment this weekend.
The Fred Anderson 
Memorial Trophy also takes 
place on Friday 5th May 
with the U11 Aces & Kings 
competing for the trophy 
at Heritage Park. Kick off 
is 6pm. Fred, who passed 
away from cancer some 
years ago, was instrumental 
in the growth of the club.

St  Mary’s  update
Michael Hoganson presented with Player of the Year by Bishop Auckland FC Director 
Richard Cooke and Carl Sweeting of Motif8 Ltd who sponsored the awards evening.

Michael  Hoganson  is  Two  
Blues  Player  of  the  Year

Full back Michael Hoganson 
swept the board at Bishop 
Auckland Football Club’s 
end of season awards 
evening held at Heritage 
Park on 22nd April.
Michael won the Player 
of the Year, Supporters’ 
Player of the Year and the 
Players’ Player of the Year 
awards. Michael played in 
50 league and cup games 
throughout the season, 
missing only three games 
and scoring six goals.
Other award winners 
were Jeff Smith who was 
awarded the Manager’s 
Player of the Year and 

Andrew Johnson who 
scored his 200th goal for 
Bishops this season and 
was awarded the Golden 
Boot award for his 43 goals 
during the season.
Bishops’ season started 
promisingly with a tre-
mendous run the FA Cup 
reaching the 4th Qualifying 
Round for the first time 
in around 17 years before 
going out to Stockport 
County. Unfortunately, 
that cup run seemed to 
affect the club’s Northern 
League form, finishing the 
season in a disappointing 
8th position. 

Games being held at 
Heritage Park in May 
include: Sunday 7th May 
BAFC Ladies, Kick off 
6pm; Wednesday 10th 
May BA Schools Year 11 
at 4pm; Wednesday 10th 
May, Bishop Auckland St 
Mary’s Juniors Memorial 
match (7pm); Friday 19th 
May Bishop Auckland 
College Staff v Students 
(4pm); Saturday 20th May 
Bishop Auckland St Mary’s 
Juniors Coaches Game 
(11am) and Sunday 21st 
May, the Jackie Foster 
Memorial Game, kicking 
off at 1pm.

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

Six players from Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis Club 
took part in the Blackpool 
2 star on Sunday 23rd April.  
The youngest player of the 
Squad, 10-year-old Jake 
Haygarth was the star of 
the day. 
He won the under 11s title, 
beating a player 10 places 
above him in the under 11 
ranking list. 
Jake’s run also continued 
in the under 13’s although 
going into the plate event 
he made the best of it and 
reached the final before 
finishing runner up. 
Adam Hanby also had a 
great day. Although losing 
in his group to much higher 
ranked players, he ended 
up in the plate event and 
made his way to the final 
before losing out in 5 ends. 
Anya Milne, the only 
female player in the squad, 
also had some great perfor-
mances but didn’t get any 

silverware after beating 
some highly-ranked players 
before going down in the 
quarter finals of the under 
13s and the Cadet girls. 
The Junior boys event saw 
Jamie Collins end up in 
the plate event where he 
reached the quarter finals.
Both Adam Hanby and Troy 
Maddison make it into the 
main draw before losing at 
the last 16 stage. 
Lee Tinkler, who was 
seeded 6th surpassed his 
ranking and made it to the 
semi-final stage. 
The club is open to people 
of all ages and abilities, 
running weekly coaching 
sessions and social sessions 
and is open to anyone.   
If you would like to know 
more, or would be inter-
ested in becoming a club 
sponsor, visit the website 
at www.bishopaucklandttc.
co.uk, or contact Matt 
Porter on 07411 018856.

Table  tennis  players  
in  Blackpool


