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The County Durham High 
Sheriff Awards ceremony 
was held at the spec-
tacular Bowes Museum on 
Thursday 6th April, with 
Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club receiving an 
award for their commit-
ment to young people. 
The High Sheriff Awards 
Scheme, managed by 
County Durham Commu-
nity Foundation, makes the 
annual award in recognition 
of groups in the community 
who encourage useful and 
beneficial pursuits for 
young people, supporting 
them to be upstanding 
citizens, deterring them 
from criminal activities and 
helping to positively turn 
their lives around.
The panel was impressed 
with the community 
approach by the club, pro-
viding young people the 
chance to do more than 

just play table tennis, by 
providing the opportunities 
to study for qualifications 
such as coaching badges 
and officiating, and using 
the sport to develop and 
inspire young people to 
better themselves.    
“To be given this award is 
a real honour” said Chair, 
Matthew Porter. “As a club 
we want to provide the op-
portunity for people to get 
involved in the sport in all 
manner of ways, and to use 
sport as a way to develop 
and inspire people to 
better themselves and the 
community. 
“The groups we were 
awarded alongside show 
what a great amount of 
work is being done in the 
area to develop young 
people and the county”.

High  Sheriff award  
for  table  tennis  club

Unisex Salon, 42 Cockton Hill 
Road Bishop Auckland, DL14 6AH

Tel: 07506 482 711

IPL Laser Treatments
Hair Removal - Thread Vein & Pigmentation 
Removal- Acne Clearance - Wrinkle Therapy

Aesthetics 
Anti-wrinkle Injections 

Dermal Fillers & Acid Peel

Beauty
Nails, Eyebrow Waxing & Hair Extensions

Casa Di Moda Fashion House is based upstairs

Like us on Facebook: NuaSkin - BishopAuckland

Bishop Auckland Theatre Hooligans’ latest show included a number of thought-
provoking contemporary pieces including ‘The Crucifixion’. 

Theatre  Hooligans  perform  
one-night only  dance  show

Over 300 people travelled 
to King James I Academy 
recently to see BATH’s 
(Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Hooligans) latest one-night-
only Dance Show, Proximo 
Passo’ (The Next Step).

The show was organised 
as a fundraising event 
for BATH’s ‘Brazilliant’ 
project.
The uplifting show featured 
19 original pieces per-
formed by students in Years 

7-14, with a hugely diverse 
selection of styles on offer 
including Tap, Ballet, Con-
temporary, Jamaican and 
Comedic dance. 
The show also incorporated 
a number of moving, issue-
based group performances 
focusing on refugees and 
bullying, which were con-
ceived by Stephen Elliott, 
Drama Teacher at the 
Academy and founder of 
BATH.
The Brazilliant Interna-
tional Project, which was 
launched at the Academy in 
2015, brings together young 
people from different 
backgrounds and cultures 
through a variety of Dance 
and Drama projects. 
Part of the project involves 
fundraising to allow young 
Brazilians to visit the com-
munity for two weeks in 
July, to share their life 
experiences and vibrant 
culture with local primary 
pupils. 
As part of this ongoing 
project, seventeen King 
James I Academy students 
between the ages of 14 and 
18 are currently in Brazil 
working with local school 
pupils in the towns of 
Navirai and Maringa.

Page 7: Easter  success   
for table  tennis  players.
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The driver of a car involved 
in a collision with another 
vehicle on the outskirts 
of Durham five days ago 
remains in a ‘critical’ con-
dition in hospital.
The accident happened 
around 11.35am on 
Thursday, 13th April when 
a Hyundai i10  collided 
with a BMW X3 on Shin-
cliffe Lane, at the entrance 
to Shincliffe Mill Garden 
Centre.
It appears the Hyundai, 
driven by a man aged 81 
from Bishop Auckland had 
exited the garden centre 
when it turned right and 
hit the BMW, which was 
travelling east.

As a result the Hyundai 
driver suffered injuries 
which were initially 
thought to be not life-
threatening and he was 
taken to the University 
Hospital North Durham. 
However, he was later 
transferred to the Royal 
Victoria Infirmary in New-
castle where his latest 
condition is reported to be 
critical.
The driver of the BMW was 
a woman in her fifties, also 
from Bishop Auckland, who 
suffered a minor facial 
injury.
Any witnesses are asked to 
call the collision investiga-
tion unit on 0191 375 2159.

Witness  appeal  after  
driver  left  critical

SOAPYCAR.COM
07582 570308HAND 

CAR 
WASH

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?
Your existing loyalty cards and 

custom from Bondgate Hand Car 
Wash are more than welcome

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

Trojan
Domestic & Commercial 

Electrician
UPVC Windows & Doors 

repaired or replaced, 
Plastering Service, all aspects 

of Property Maintenance

Free Estimates
Fully Certified & Insured

Call 07718 090 950
Email: trojanlocksandproperty@gmail.com

To Let

Call 07771 878340 
or 07775 848973

Bishop  Auckland, Market Place
2-Bed Town House 
completed to a high 

standard. Furnished or 
unfurnished. DG/CH 

Private parking available.

John Askwith presents to a packed audience of local history and railway enthusiasts at 
the Four Clocks recently. 

Shincliffe Lane, where the accident occurred. 

Town’s  station’s  175  year  history  
revealed  at  Four  Clocks  talk

Michael O’Neill, the 
Chairman of the Auckland 
Group, reported on 
an excellent and well 
attended evening at 
the Four Clocks Centre, 
on Tuesday 4th April, in 
celebration of the 175th 
anniversary of Bishop 
Auckland and the Railways, 
including a suitably cel-
ebratory birthday cake!
The town joined the 
regions railway network 
on the 19th April 1842, 
with the opening of the 
line from Shildon Tunnel to 
Crook, via Bishop Auckland. 
It was also revealed on the 
evening that the Bishop 
Auckland and Weardale 
Railway Bill, which sanc-
tioned the construction 
of the Tunnel and the line 
to Crook, had been given 
Royal Assent in July 1837. 
Interestingly this consent 
formed part of the first 
Parliamentary Act to 
receive Queen Victoria’s 
signature, having ascended 

to the throne only a few 
weeks earlier.
The highlight of the evening 
was an excellent presenta-
tion, by John Askwith, the 
archivist and magazine 
editor of the Weardale 
Trust. 
John was able to cover 
the history of the town’s 
station, the goods yard 
and much of the local 
railway network, from the 
early 1840s to the present 
time, supported by some 
excellent photographs and 
illustrations.
John was also able to 
outline the work of the 

Weardale Railway and 
Trust, who have now com-
menced the running of 
their 2017 schedule.
Building on the success 
of the event, it is the in-
tention of the Auckland 
Railways Group to hold a 
number of similar events 
later in the year, in support 
of the permanent exhibi-
tion at the Four Clocks 
Centre and ongoing work 
on local rail heritage.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 22nd   KARAOKE

Sun 23rd  AUDIO SOUL
Fri 18th  CHARITY  

RACE NIGHT
Sat 29th  NOK REVOLVER

Sun 30th  SOUL 
SYNERGY

Services
Man With A Van

Call 07375 674304

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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Young learners at the NECCTA training centre in the Four Clocks display a message of 
thanks the everyone who help with their recent Bradley Lowery fundraiser. 

NECCTA  students  raise  finds  
for  Bradley  Lowery

The young learners at North 
East Child Care Training 
& Assessment in The Four 
Clocks Bishop Auckland were 
delighted to have raised 

£455 to help with young 
cancer sufferer, Bradley 
Lowery’s treatment.  They 
would like to send a huge 
thank you to everyone who 

donated and attended their 
pancake party. A special 
thank you went out to local 
businesses who donated 
items for the tombola.

As part of Age UK County 
Durham’s Come Eat 
Together project, the 
Saxon Inn, located in the 
historic village of Escomb, 
is serving up delicious two 
course lunches exclusively 
for the over 50’s. 
Running on the second 
Wednesday of each month, 
it’s been the perfect op-
portunity for those who 
live alone, or need a break 
from caring to enjoy a 
freshly cooked bar meal.
Paul, landlord of the Saxon 
Inn said: “Together with 
Age UK County Durham’s 
Come Eat Together Team 
we have worked with older 
people in the area to set up 
a lunch where people can 
enjoy good food in good 
company”.
Louise Haymer Develop-
ment Worker added: “The 
lunch has been running for 
two months now and has 
proved very popular. 
“It’s a chance to catch up 
with new and old friends 
over a delicious meal, with 
the added bonus of no 
washing up”.

Anyone over 50 living in 
the Bishop Auckland and 
surround areas is invited 
along to enjoy a two course 
meal with tea and coffee, 
followed by an activity for 
£7. 
The next lunch will be 
held on Wednesday 10 May 
at 12noon, choose from 
homemade Cottage Pie, 
potatoes and vegetables 
or Scampi, salad and chips 
followed Jam Sponge with 
custard or Eton Mess.
Booking is essential. 
Come Eat Together aims 
to improve older people’s 
ability to access, cook 
and enjoy healthy food 
together; helping them 
to be more resilient and 
better able to cope with 
life stage changes such as 
retirement, bereavement, 
moving home or ill health. 
The project activities 
include dining, shopping, 
cooking and growing food.
For more information on 
the lunches and to book a 
place, contact the Come 
Eat Together Team on 0191 
374 6577.

Come  Dine  With  Me  
at  the  Saxon  Inn

Traders, producers, entrepreneurs, makers of things, artisans, bakers, crafts
people, providers of the finest foods, good vibe seekers & market lovers.

CALLING ALL...

Interested in becoming an independent trader at the weekly town
centre markets, then contact:

colin@durhammarkets.co.uk
0191 384 6153

and come and join us

FROM 27TH APRIL
EVERY THURSDAY & SATURDAY

People - come and support your own local market and
its independent traders!

 

ftbishopmarket
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Cultivate 4 Life has 
launched a new sponsor 
opportunity ‘Sponsor a 
Sunflower Pot’ on 8th April 
at their first public opening 
day for this year.
To date the project has 30 
sunflower pot sponsors, 
with 170 pots still in need 
of a sponsor.  
Each pot has a sponsor-
ship value of £10 and if all 
200 pots were sponsored, 
it would fully cover one 
month of Cultivate 4 Life’s 
costs. The project provides 
a therapeutic working en-
vironment in primarily hor-
ticulture and woodwork, 
with one to one support, 
with a provision of a daily 
nutritional lunch for young 

people and adults in Bishop 
Auckland and neighbouring 
communities. 
Sponsors are able to name 
their pot and are invited 
to pot their own sunflower 
seed at Cultivate 4 Life’s 
potting event on Saturday, 
13th May. 
In October, all sponsors will 
be invited back to a judging 
event to discover if their 
sunflower pot(s) are one 
of the tallest, with a prize 
awarded to the three tallest.
Anyone interested in 
becoming a sponsor should 
contact Julie Costello, 
Project Co-ordinator on 
07472 012121 or by email at  
cultivate4life@4clocks.org.
uk.

Sponsor  a  sunflower  
at  Cultivate  4  Life

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickworkwww.kingdomheating.org
contact@kingdomheating.org

07899 921071

As part of a range of fitness initiative, cyclists will be able to take part in weekly cycle 
rides at Auckland Castle, which will be taking place on Thursdays from 27th April.  

From  couch  to  5k  -  new  
fitness  programme  launched

People looking to improve 
their fitness this summer 
are being encouraged 
to participate in a pro-
gramme  of free activities 
across Durham, including 
in Bishop Auckland.
In partnership with 
England Athletics and 
County Durham Sport, 
Durham County Council 
is running further Couch 
to 5K programmes which 
begin in late April.
Aimed at getting absolute 
beginners into running, 

the plan starts with a mix 
of running and walking to 
gradually build up fitness 
and stamina. 
The courses will start 
on Monday, 24th April at 
Woodhouse Close Leisure 
Centre at 6pm.
Another course in the 
local area will begin the 
day after on Tuesday, 25th 
April at Shildon Leisure 
Centre, also from 6pm.
And for those less keen on 
running, courses are also 
taking place to inspire 

people to get back in the 
saddle. 
Those wanting to enjoy 
the warmer weather can 
take part in a summer 
evening ride at Auckland 
Castle, taking place every 
Thursday from 27th April 
between 6pm and 8pm.
All sessions are available 
for those aged over 16. 
To take part contact 
Victoria Lee on 03000 
260856 or email 
sportandleisure@durham.
gov.uk.

N a y l o r s 
E l e c t r i c a l

We Also offer a
TV Aerial & Satellite
Installation & Repair 

Service

24 Hour Serv ice
Cal l 01388 720994 

Rewires     Extra Sockets
Lighting     Fault Finding

Fuse board Upgrades 
Cooker & Shower Installs

Inspection & Testing
All Work Guaranteed

No Job Too Small  

Dear Editor, 
Walking to work reduces the chance of heart 
disease by 27 per cent, a new study published in 
the British Medical Journal has found.
The study by the University of Glasgow found 
that people who cycle to work are 45 per cent 
less likely to get cancer, and people who walk to 
work have a 27 per cent lower risk of developing 
cardiovascular disease and a 36 per cent lower 
risk of dying from it.
Walking is a free, easy and accessible way to 
stay healthy and protect ourselves from chronic 
conditions. New figures from the NHS last month 
revealed that one in four adults are inactive, but 
by choosing to swap short car journeys for a walk 
instead, we can easily fit more exercise into our 
day.
The high levels of air pollution in our towns and 
cities puts some people off travelling actively 
but the myth that we are protected from air 
pollution inside the car is simply not true - we 
are less exposed when on foot. And when people 
walk more, they are being part of the solution. 
It’s Living Streets’ National Walking Month in 
May and we’re encouraging people to #Try20 
– and fit 20 minutes of walking into their day 
and see what benefits they feel to their health 
and happiness.  
Yours faithfully, 
Tompion Platt, Head of Policy, Living Streets.

Letters
Have your say...

Pie & Mash Shop
07730 086910 or 07411 322889

Finkle Street, Bishop Auckland DL14 7PL (near the Snooker Club)

Pie, Peas, Mash & Gravy only £3.50
Chip Butty: £1.80

Tea / Coffee only 50p
Also serving Curry & Chips, Sausage Rolls, Pasties, Fruit Pies

Everything Freshly Baked
Open Monday-Saturday 10am - 4pm

Unde
r New 

Owners
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Durham County Council Candidates

Independent

Bishop Auckland Town Council Candidates

Independent

Promoted by Sam Zair of 32 Flampard Drive, Bracks Farm DL14 7GG, on behalf of Sam Zair, Lesley Zair, Adam Zair,  
Leanda Chappell of 17 Dene Hall Drive, Bishop Auckland DL14 6UF and Alex Tighe of 7 Clover Drive, Etherley Dene DL14 0TT

• We promise to support Teaching Assistants

• Independents deliver on a promise

• Independents don’t promise what we can’t deliver

• The needs of local people are more important than any political party

Sam Zair 
Bishop Auckland

Lesley Zair 
Bishop Auckland

Alex Tighe  
West Auckland

Adam Zair 
Coundon

Sam Zair 
Bishop Auckland Town

Adam Zair 
Bishop Auckland Town

Leanda Chappell 
Cockton Hill

Lesley Zair 
Cockton Hill

Alex Tighe 
Henknowle
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Labour candidates standing for the 
Bishop Auckland Town Council

Bishop Auckland is the largest town in County Durham and it 
needs hard working councillors to deliver all that you deserve and 

in return we will be visible, vocal and accountable.  

VOTE LABOUR ON 4TH MAY 

On Thursday 4th May 2017 your Labour candidate needs 
your vote and support so that we can work together to 
take the Bishop Auckland Town Council forward....

X

Nigel Bryson 
Bishop 

Auckland Town

Joy Allen 
Cockton Hill

Michael Siddle 
Cockton Hill

Lee Brownson 
Henknowle

Jack Cullen 
Henknowle

David 
Flemming 

Henknowle

Samantha 
Matthews 

Cockton Hill

Jamie 
Blackburn 

Woodhouse 
Close

Tanya Tucker 
Woodhouse 

Close

David 
WIlson 

Woodhouse 
Close

Since 2010, the government has cut County Durham’s funding by £180 million. These cuts have been targeted unfairly at 
areas across the north of England – Durham County Council has lost almost 2,500 posts as a result. 

Despite the severity of government cuts and a probable further £70million of cuts to come over the next three years as austerity 
continues, there have been many achievements since Durham became a unitary authority. 

Promoted by Nigel Bryson on behalf of the Labour Party, 21 Ladysmith Close, Bishop Auckland, DL14 7RQ 
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River  Gaunless  project  secures 
National  Lottery  funding

Wear Rivers Trust (WRT), 
working in partnership with 
Groundwork North East 
& Cumbria has received 
£66,300 from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) for 
an exciting project, The 
Secret Life of the River.
The project aims to recon-
nect young people, the 
Gypsy Roman Traveller and 
the wider community from 
South West Durham with 
their river, rediscovering 
its natural, cultural and 
industrial heritage which is 
at risk of damage and loss 
and turning it into a useful 
community asset.  
Project participants will 
take part in activities 
with conservationists and 
history societies foster-
ing inter-community links 
to learn about the river’s 
heritage, and how they 
can help to preserve and 
enhance its heritage long 
into the future.  
WRT conserves, protects 
and improves the manage-

ment of the River Wear 
catchment by working in 
partnership with individu-
als, community groups and 
public bodies to monitor 
the river and develop 
projects for the natural 
environment, wildlife and 
communities.
Groundwork delivers many 
projects that engage local 
people with their heritage 
and revitalise local areas, 
using heritage and the en-
vironment as a vehicle to 
harness peoples’ desire to 
improve their lives though 
the practical activities.
Groundwork also has an ex-
tensive and effective youth 
programme delivering a 
range of contracts across 
the region.
Commenting on the award, 
Peter Nailon, Wear Rivers 
Trust Director said: “The 
Gaunless valley has a rich 
and distinct history from 
the earliest times to the 
present. 
“The river was heavily in-

dustrialised for many years 
and is now recovering, but 
at the moment it is rather 
neglected and under-ap-
preciated. 
“This locally led project 
will provide opportuni-
ties for people to come 
together and begin the 
process of restoring the 
Gaunless to the best 
possible condition”.
Lisa Stephenson, Ground-
work’s Business Develop-
ment Manager said: “This 
is an excellent opportunity 
for our two organisations 
to work in partnership to 
deliver real change.
“This marks the start of a 
journey that will enable 
the communities living 
near the River Gaunless to 
uncover the secrets of the 
river’s natural, cultural and 
industrial heritage which is 
at risk of being lost.
“Working together we will 
achieve lasting improve-
ments for the community 
and wildlife.”

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898 Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION

OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Easter  success  for  
table  tennis  players
Easter weekend saw five 
Bishop Auckland TTC 
players compete at the 
Swerve 2 star.
Adam Hanby carried on his 
recent good form winning 
the Cadet Banded event, 
on his way to the victory 
he beat two brothers from 
Yorkshire, one of which is 
60 places above him. 
In the Junior Banded event, 
Adam reached the semi- 
final before going down. 
Eleven-year-old Anya 
Milne also had a good day, 
reaching two finals. The 
under 13s saw Anya win 
her group before beating 
the England number 5 in 
the semi-finals and finish-
ing runner-up after a tight 
final.
The Under 15 Girls round 
robin saw Anya come 
second, below top Seed 
Erin Greensmith, but some 

prize money made up for 
the loss.  
Ten-year-old Jake Haygarth 
also had a good day 
reaching the under 11s 
final before losing to the 
England number 3 in the 
final.  
Lee Tinkler and Jamie 
Collins combined in the 
mixed doubles and finished 
4th, with neither of them 
getting out of their singles 
groups. 
The club is open to people 
of all ages and abilities, 
running weekly coaching 
sessions and social sessions 
and is open to anyone.   
Readers who would  like 
to know more, or would 
be interested in becoming 
a club sponsor, can visit 
the club website at www.
bishopaucklandttc.co.uk, 
or contact Matt Porter on 
07411 018856.

Bishop Auckland Golf Club 
is set to host a charity 
concert featuring The 
Baldy Holly Band on Friday 
12th May from 7pm.
Founded and led by North 
East rock and roll singer 
Jamie Bell, the band has 
achieved global popular-
ity  and has performed to 
Buddy Holly and Ritchie 
Valens’ families as well as 
to Rock ‘n’ Roll fans all 
over the world.

The night has been or-
ganised to raise funds for 
the Lullaby Trust, which 
provides expert advice on 
safer sleep for babies and 
raises awareness of Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome 
(SIDS).
The ticket-only night will 
also include a raffle draw.
Tickets, costing £10, can be 
purchased  from Jen Hall 
or the golf club on 01388 
661618.

Golf  Club  fundraiser

Wear Rivers Trust, with Groundwork North East & Cumbria have secured £66,300 Herit-
age Lottery Funding to uncover the secrets of the River Gaunless in a new project.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop Auckland Football 
Club has announced a new 
community partnership 
with Bishop Auckland Girls 
FC.  
After a meeting of Bishop 
Auckland Girls and rep-
resentatives from Bishop 
Auckland Ladies FC, both 
clubs have agreed to work 
together to develop the 
foundations already in 
place and secure a pathway 
for women’s football in the 
local area.
Bishop Auckland Girls FC 
has agreed to become a 
feeder club for the Ladies 
teams with immediate 
effect, meaning that their 
players will have a struc-
tured and natural pathway 
into the adult game in the 
future. 
For Bishop Auckland 
Football Club, it will mean 
that the Ladies teams will 
have a steady supply of 
young female football-

ers coming through from 
junior grassroots football 
for many years to come 
and at the same time 
building stronger links with 
the community of Bishop 
Auckland and its surround-
ing areas.
Bishop Auckland Ladies 
will play their final home 
game of the season at 
Heritage Park on 7th May 
against Gateshead Leam 
Ladies and are delighted 
that Bishop Auckland Girls 
U12’s have accepted the in-
vitation to be ball girls and 
mascots. Kick off is at 2pm.
A spokesperson for Bishop 
Auckland Ladies said: “We 
are extremely excited 
about the new partnership 
with Bishop Auckland Girls 
and we will continue to 
liaise with them over the 
coming weeks and months 
to make sure that we 
develop a strong process 
for their players coming 

Future  of  ladies  football  
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through from junior to 
adult football. 
“For us, this is a step in 
the right direction for the 
future of our Ladies section 
as we will have a steady 
stream of young players 
coming into the club for 
many years to come.
A Bishop Auckland Girls 
Representative said: “A 
link with Bishop Auckland 
Ladies is a great chance for 
girls’ football in the local 
area and for our club to be 
able to transfer girls across 
to a local ladies team after 
they have finished junior 
grassroots football.  
“It’s an opportunity for 
the town to continue girls’ 
football for many years 
without them having to 
leave the local community.
“The partnership will be 
great for both clubs, the 
local community and girls 
football in Bishop Auckland 
and the surrounding areas.”

The future looks bright for ladies football in Bishop Auckland after a deal which will see 
Bishop Auckland Girls become a feeder club for Bishop Auckland Ladies.

Lots of St Mary’s teams were 
playing their last league 
games last weekend, but 
one or two still have a few 
games left.
The U7 Aces had a great 
game away with Blake 
Taylor (3) and Harley 
Whittaker scoring. Finley 
Bowman scored three in 
the development game.
The U8 Kings played away 
at Norton & Stockton 
and had a great win with 
goals from Jake Wilkinson 
(4), Dylan Cook and Isaac 
Chambers.
The U9 Kings had a great 
win away at Wynyard 
with goals from McKenzie, 
Taylor, Mason and Joel.
The U11 Kings also had 
a great 5-0 win away at 
Ferryhill with goals from 
Kieran Pattison (2), Adam 
Wilson, Adam Laverick and 
Jack.
The U13 Aces ended 
with a great 2-1 win over 
Stockton Town and are now 
promoted so congratula-
tions to them. Their goals 
were scored by Dylan Howe 
and Cameron Watkinson.
The U13 Kings had a great 
6-2 win over Nunthorpe 
with goals from Kyle Black-
lock (3), Luke Savage, Harry 
Mounsey and Daniel Adock.
The U14 lost out 7-5 with 
goals from Regan Nixon (3), 
Luke Atkinson and Dylan 
Kestle.
The U15 Aces played their 
last game ending in a 0-0 
draw against New Marske.
The U17s had a great 8-0 
win on Thursday 13th April 
to keep them in contention 
to win their league.
The U18s played their last 
league game having already 

won the league and lost for 
the first time in 52 games, 
2-1 against Gateshead 
Redheugh who could finish 
second.
The U18 squad then trav-
elled to Eindhoven for four 
nights to play in the Easter 
Open tournament with 
over 580 teams compet-
ing. They were in the U19 
category group of 24 teams 
and played seven games - 
against two English and five 
Dutch teams. 
Despite losing captain 
Owen Stephenson and 
vice captain Luke Bailey 
for the rest of the tourna-
ment through injury in the 
opening game, they ended 
up with the 4th place 
trophy. Pro Academy FC 
U19 team won the tourna-
ment defeating English 
side, St Neots FC.
“It was a fantastic tour-
nament with a massive 
thanks to Team Tours 
Direct for helping organise 
it all with flights, hotels 
and coaches,” said club 
chairman, Steve Coulthard.
The U18s are scheduled to 
play in two cup finals: on 
Friday 21st April against 
Durham County U18 in 
the Sunday Cup Final and 
then the following Sunday 
against Waldridge in the 
League Cup Final at Sun-
derland Nissan.
The U17s are also in their 
League Cup Final against 
Sunderland Redby on  
Sunday 7th May, also at 
Nissan.
Meanwhile, U14 player Jack 
Purdham has passed his 
refereeing course and is 
available to referee at  U12 
level.

St  Mary’s  latest


