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The past, present and 
future of one of County 
Durham’s oldest towns is 
being explored in a series 
of free, weekly tours led by 
local volunteers. 
Visitors will be able to 

New  tours  explore  Bishop  
Auckland’s  past  and  future

enjoy free, guided walks 
around the historic Market 
Place, led by fully-trained 
volunteers from the 
Auckland Castle Trust.
Stops on route will include 
the site of St Anne’s 

Church, where a church 
has stood since the 12th 
century, the French Gothic 
style Town Hall, built in 
1861 and the site of the 
former Doggart’s depart-
ment store, which opened 
in 1895.
Other highlights on the tour 
will include the Robinson 
Arch outside Auckland 
Castle, along with a 
number of empty build-
ings that have now been 
acquired by the Auckland 
Castle Trust, as part of the 
charity’s £70m plans to re-
vitalise the town.
This includes the site of 
Backhouse Bank, which 
grew into one of the North 
East’s biggest banks fol-
lowing its foundation in 
1774, the former Bar-
rington School, which was 
launched by Bishop Shute 
Barrington in 1810, and the 
Gothic Revival style Old 
Bank Chambers, founded 
in 1860.
As well as finding out more 
about the history of these 
beautiful buildings, guests 
on the tour will also be 
given an insight into how 
they are now being restored 

Bishop Auckland’s weekly 
market is being relaunched 
with the aim of providing 
regular town centre retail 
opportunities to local inde-
pendent businesses.
From 27th April, Durham 
Markets Company will 
be operating the weekly 
Thursday market, open 
from 9am to 4pm, and are 
inviting regional independ-
ent retailers to join them. 
Colin Wilkes, Managing 
Director of Durham Markets 
Company, commented: 
“We’re delighted to be 
working with the County 
Council to reinvigorate 
Bishop Auckland market.   
“We’re keen to attract 
new traders to the market, 
making sure we’ve an im-
pressive variety of stalls, 
manned by people who are 
passionate and knowledge-
able about what they’re 
selling.  
“As well as attracting 
traders, we want to en-
courage those living and 
working in and around 

Bishop Auckland to support 
their local independent 
businesses by visiting this 
weekly market.  
“After all, every penny they 
spend with these business-
es, will be pumped back 
into the local economy, 
and that’s good for all of 
us.”
A campaigner for the 
weekly market said: 
“Bishop is an historic 
market with a very proud 
history. Local residents 
and local traders want to 
see our local market back 
on the map. 
“We are delighted to have 
attracted the support of 
Durham Markets Company 
who will now operate the 
Bishop Auckland Market.
“Over recent years Bishop 
Auckland has earned an 
enviable reputation for 
attracting thousands of 
visitors to the annual food 
festival so the timing of the 
relaunch is perfect, coming 

Weekly  market  to  
relaunch  in  Bishop

One of Auckland Castle Trust’s Past and Future Tours outside the Backhouse Bank 
building, looking at the Town Hall.  Photo by Jamie Sproates, courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust.

HAVE FUN, MAKE FRIENDS, PLAY FOOTBALL

THEFA.COM/PLAY-FOOTBALL

OFFICIAL PARTNER

NOTES:
THE ENGLISH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

In conjunction with Newton Aycliffe Youth FC Girls  
Football Development Programme for 5-11yr olds,

GREENFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEWTON AYCLIFFE.  
Starting Sunday 26th March - 10am-11am - £1 per session. 

To book your place contact Berni on 07939 045242. 
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Did paranormal investigators discover evidence of ghostly activity at the Merry Monk? 
The photo, inset, was captured by the spectre detectors during a recent investigation.

Ghostbusters  called  in  to  
investigate  Merry  Monk  

Paranormal investiga-
tors are claiming to have 
captured evidence of 
spooky goings on at Bishop 
Auckland’s Merry Monk pub 
in the town’s Market Place.
“A lot of unexplained 
things happen here,” said 
pub landlord, Christian 
Burns, who agreed to an 
investigation by Spectre 
Detectors, led by Elaine 
Kelly, after being given a 
log book which document-
ed apparently paranormal 
activity in the pub, includ-
ing plunging temperatures, 
objects flying around and 
sightings of a ghostly monk.
“We got there at about 
6pm to set up our night 
vision cctv cameras, and 
other recording devices,” 
said Mrs Kelly. “As we 
were setting up in the 
cellar downstairs, one of 
the psychic mediums in 
the group heard a man say 
“help”. 
“Another decided to take 
some photos of the cellar, 
only to find that she had 

caught what looked like 
a man of the cloth in the 
photo.”
Voices, sightings, plummet-
ing temperatures, flying 
objects and the feeling of 
being watched were all 
detected throughout the 
evening by the group of 
ghostbusters.
“Over the course of the 
night we decided to split 
the group into three: one 
group went into the cellar, 
one went into the alleyway 
(which was the original 
entrance to the building) 
and one stayed in the bar, 
said Elaine.
“In the cellar we did 
various spirit box sessions, 
and got some great re-
sponses to questions.
“We all had various 
personal experiences, 
including temperature 
fluctuations, feelings, we 
heard tap responses, and 
unusual drafts. We heard 
various sounds including 
what can only be described 
as someone standing on 

a plastic bottle only we 
couldn’t find anything on 
the floor.
“In the alleyway, there 
were sounds of movement 
which we also caught on 
handycam, light anomalies, 
and a whining sound of a 
lady.
“It was a fantastic inves-
tigation, which we con-
ducted over five hours and 
we had been shown some 
amazing evidence.
“The footage from the 
investigation is available 
to view on our youtube 
channel and facebook 
page.  
“We are also returning to 
do another investigation in 
June, so that the general 
public can experience an 
investigation there too.
“Chris is going to clear 
the alleyway so that we 
can have full access and 
is looking to make the 
entrance to a tunnel in the 
cellar larger.
“It’s a fantastic building, 
steeped in history and we 
cant wait to return.  Maybe 
the monks will break their 
vow of silence!”IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

31 Church Street, Shildon
(Opposite the Red Lion pub)

01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
Takeaway & Home Delivery

SHILDON
TANDOORI

Wednesday Special Thali Night
POPADUM - ONION SALAD - MINT SAUCE

STARTER
Choose from; Onion Bhaji, Samosa, Pakora, Chat, Prawn Puri, 

Sheek Kebab, Chicken Tikka

MAIN COURSE
Traditional Main Dish, Chef’s Specialities, Tandoori Speciality 

+ Bombay Aloo, 
Boiled Rice or Pilau Rice & Plain Nan

(Excluding King Prawn or Tandoori Main Dish)

For only £9.95
Terms and conditions apply 

Open Mon - Sun 5.30pm till 10.30pm
www.shildontandoori.com

To pay by credit card, log onto the website for collection or deliveries

facebook.com/shildontandoori31

V.B.M joinery & roofing

All aspects of 
joinery & roofing 

undertaken, including 
internal and external 

joinery.
Pitched and flat roofs, 

tiling, slates and repairs.
Fascia, soffits & guttering.

Tel David: 07824 702514

Bishop Auckland’s Deputy 
Mayor recently presented a 
cheque for £300 on behalf 
of Bishop Auckland Town 
Council to assist Bishop 
Auckland Theatre Society 
(BATS) with the costs of 
their Aladdin pantomime 
production.
The aim of the BATS 
project is to promote 
the local community to 
become more involved in 
theatre and the arts.
A spokesperson for BATS 
said: “One of the aims of 
BATS is to get people in 
our community involved in 
theatre and the arts. 
“Each year, we produce a 
pantomime and we always 
aim to price our tickets so 
that as  many people can 
experience it as possible 
and so that those who 
perhaps couldn’t get to a 
regional theatre can still 
take their family to a panto 
and enjoy the seasonal 
tradition often at a third of 
the price.”
“BATS can continue to do 
this for the community in 
no small part, thanks to the 
generosity  of organisations 
such as Bishop Auckland 
Town Council, who support 
us year after year for the 
benefit of local people and 
the members who make up 
BATS.” 

“I would also like to  thank 
Bishop Auckland Hospital 
Club for the use of their 
facilities to rehearse our 
productions.”
“Anyone who would like to 
help us produce more pro-
ductions in the community 
by joining us and becoming 
an actor, director, stage 
manager or anything else 
can get in touch via our 
website at www.bishop-
aucklandtheatresociety.
co.uk”.
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council’s Community Fund 
budgets an amount each 
year which is to be used 
to support organisations 
working for the benefit 
of the people of Bishop 
Auckland. 
Applications are considered 
at the Finance Committee 
meetings held in June and 
December.
Visit www.bishopauckland-
tc.gov.uk to download an 
application form or contact 
the Town Council on 01388 
609852 for more informa-
tion.

£300  grant  awarded 
to  theatre  group

Man With A Van
Call 07375 674304

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience
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Year 10 students, Jade Pattinson, Ellie-Mae Agnew, Logan Ladd and Molly Brabban; and 
Sixth Formers, Emily Boughey, Emily Hope, Tessa Hope and Evie Wellstood.

King  James  media  students   
stay  silent  for  charity

A group of students at King 
James I Academy have 
recently raised over £250 
for charity by taking part 
in a six hour long Spon-
sored Silence at school.
The event was the latest in 
a programme of fundrais-
ing activities, which have 
been organised by the 
young fundraising team 
since November.
The ‘Media Fundraising 
Challenge’ was launched in 
response to an idea which 
was originally put forward 
by the Year 10 Media 

Studies class, however 
older students in the de-
partment were keen to 
join forces, and as a result, 
a pro-active team of young 
fundraisers has emerged.
Students, who are in Years 
10-14, decided to set 
themselves the challenge 
of raising £500 by the end 
of the academic year, and 
following group discus-
sion and a unanimous vote 
they selected the If U Care 
Share Foundation as their 
charity of choice for 2016-
17. 

The charity helps to save 
lives by providing support 
around the prevention 
of suicide and promoting 
positive mental wellbeing. 
It also offers support 
services for families who 
are suffering the unique 
grief that is experienced 
after someone has taken 
their own life.
Already, the team has 
generated an impressive 
£410 towards their target, 
which means that their 
ultimate cash goal is well 
within reach.

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Bishop Auckland Funeralcare
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, DL14 9AS 
01388 603 525
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

DENHAMFIELDS
GARAGE SERVICES

Telephone: 01740 657799
Denhamfields Ind. Est. Chilton Lane, Ferryhill

MOT Service All Classes

 Open: 7am-5.30pm Mon-Fri
  8am-12 Noon Saturday

Motorcycle, Trike, Cars, Minibus, 
Campers & anything under 3.5 Ton
24 Hour Recovery Service

Tel: 07970 280130

DD’s CAFE
Hot & Cold Food & Drinks 

Eat in or Take away

Open 8am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Tel: 07857 913 401

N a y l o r s 
E l e c t r i c a l

We Also offer a
TV Aerial & Satellite
Installation & Repair 

Service

24 Hour Serv ice
Cal l 01388 720994 

Rewires     Extra Sockets
Lighting     Fault Finding

Fuse board Upgrades 
Cooker & Shower Installs

Inspection & Testing
All Work Guaranteed

No Job Too Small  

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

Royal  chef  to  grace 
Food  Festival 

Royal chef, Rob Kennedy will be showcasing his culinary 
skills at the Bishop Auckland Food Festival.  
Foodies looking to get the 
royal seal of approval for 
their cooking skills should 
look no further than Rob 
Kennedy’s masterclasses at 
this year’s Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival on Saturday 
1st and Sunday 2nd April. 
Rob is the executive chef 
of the prestigious Royal 
Military Academy Sand-
hurst and regularly cooks 
for the royal family and 
world leaders.
His masterclasses will 
teach budding chefs how to 
create the ultimate burger 
using local spring lamb, 
how to prep the perfect 
chicken breast ready for 
the oven, how to spice 
up their repertoire with 
Mexican grab-and-go wraps 
and to deliver delicious 
desserts fit for a queen.
Speaking ahead of his ap-
pearance at this year’s  
festival, Rob said: “I’m 

really looking forward 
to getting out to Bishop 
Auckland and meeting 
fellow foodies from around 
the country.
“I’ll be sharing some of the 
top tips I’ve acquired over 
my career, and how you 
can recreate them back 
home.
“I might even let you in on 
some of my royal culinary 
secrets.”
Rob will be hosting master-
classes and tasting sessions 
on both Saturday and 
Sunday.
Each session lasts approxi-
mately 90 mins and costs 
£12. 
Tickets and information are 
available from Gala Durham 
on 03000 266 600, online 
via www.bishopauckland-
foodfestival.co.uk, from 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
on 03000 269 524, or in 
person. 
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Bondgate Gallery in Bishop Auckland was a recent recipient of £10,000 funding through 
Durham County Council’s Targeted Business Improvement (TBI) funding scheme. 

Businesses  encouraged  to 
apply  for  improvement  funding

A Bishop Auckland art 
gallery owner is encourag-
ing other businesses to 
apply for support from 
Durham County Council, 
after her own application 
enabled her to refurbish 
her business completely.
Lynn Talbot, who owns 
the Bondgate Gallery on 
Fore Bondgate in the town 
centre, has just received 
£10,000 from the council 
as part of the Targeted 
Business Improvement 
(TBI) Funding Scheme for 
Bishop Auckland.
She said: “We’ve just done 
a big renovation project to 
create a new gallery space 
as well as space for work-
shops within the gallery. 
The whole project has 
cost £30,000 but we simply 
wouldn’t have been able 
to do it without the assis-
tance from the council, it’s 
been a huge help.
“I would certainly encour-
age other local businesses 
to take advantage of 
this support. There is so 

much going on in Bishop 
Auckland at the minute, it 
is an exciting time for us as 
a town and it’s the perfect 
time to upgrade or improve 
your business – to become 
part of that transforma-
tion.”
The TBI fund is designed to 
help businesses in Bishop 
Auckland to expand or 
improve their premises and 
is open for applications 
until March 2019.
A spokesperson for the 
funding scheme said: “This 
a fantastic opportunity 
for businesses in Bishop 

Auckland to become part 
of the regeneration of the 
town centre and get help to 
improve their businesses.
“We’re delighted to be 
able to help and are keen 
to spread the word that 
this financial support is 
available, so that more 
businesses can benefit.”
For more information 
about the TBI funding 
scheme and how to apply, 
contact Regeneration and 
Development at Durham 
County Council on TBI@
durham.gov.uk or call 
03000 261951.

SOAPYCAR.COM
07582 570308HAND 

CAR 
WASH

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?
Your existing loyalty cards and 

custom from Bondgate Hand Car 
Wash are more than welcome

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

As part of their continued 
programme to promote 
the industrial heritage 
of Bishop Auckland, the 
Auckland Railways Group 
have announced their in-
tention to establish a rail 
heritage trail in the town. 
Utilising their permanent 
exhibition at the Four 
Clocks Centre as a hub, the 
trail will comprise stra-
tegically located external 
information boards and 
signposting, supplemented 
by hard copy location 
mapping in the centre 
itself.
The trail, which is current-
ly in the planning stage, 
will be part funded by a 
grant from the Durham 
County Council’s Initiative 
Fund, and will provide in-
formation from the early 
19th  century until present 
times.
Michael O’Neill, the 
Chairman of the Group, 
said the trail is meant 
to be a real community 

facility of interest to all 
age groups, consistent with 
the positive momentum, 
which continues to grow in 
the town.
The timing of the es-
tablishment of the trail 
co-incides with the 175th 
anniversary year of the 
coming of railways to the 
town, with the opening 
of the Stockton and Dar-
lington Railway sponsored 
line from Shildon Tunnel in 
April 1842; the first station 
opening the following year.
To celebrate the anniver-
sary the Group is holding a 
ticket only evening event, 
at the Four Clocks Centre 
on Newgate Street, on 
the 4th April, with tickets 
available at the Centre re-
ception, priced at £3. 
As part of the event there 
will be opportunity to 
view the exhibition, which 
includes the iconic banner 
of the Bishop Auckland 
Branch of the National 
Union of Railwaymen.

The banner of the Bishop Auckland Branch of the NUR, on 
display as part of the exhibition at the Four Clocks Centre. 

Group  announces 
rail  heritage  trail

by Auckland Castle Trust to 
create a new faith, arts 
and heritage destination of 
international significance.
Tours will depart from 
No.42, Bishop Auckland 
Market Place every 
Thursday at 12.30pm, 

Friday at 2pm and Saturday 
at 11am, starting March 23 
2017. Attendance is free 
and places do not need to 
be booked in advance.  For 
more information please 
visit www.aucklandcastle.
org/events/, call 01388 
743797 or email bookings@
aucklandcastle.org

From page 1

Free  tours
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just weeks after the food 
festival.  
“With all the ongoing de-
velopments around the 
town centre in Bishop 
Auckland, this is the right 

time and the right company  
to revitalise our market”.
Traders interested in 
trading at the market from 
April 27th should email 
colin@durhammarkets.
co.uk for an application 
form or call 0191 3846153.

Students from Applause Theatre School in Bishop Auckland enjoyed a great experience 
and success at the recent Darlington Festival. 

Applause  Theatre  School  
students  celebrate  success

Students from Applause 
Theatre School have gained 
success at the Darlington 
Festival held at Longfield 
School in Darlington. 
In the Disney Vocal Solo, 
for 13-14 years, Molly 
Dutchburn gained first 
place followed by Sophie 
Ruddick coming second. 
All other students: Emily 

Potter, Sophie Sharp, 
Jessica Ward and Maddison 
Million from Applause 
gained received commen-
dation certificates.
The students, who have 
been attending private 
vocal singing classes with 
their tutor and Applause 
Theatre School manager, 
Kate Ruddick, all agreed it 

was a great experience for 
them all. 
“All the girls are from 
Bishop Auckland and go to 
Applause on a Friday night 
at Saint Johns school,” said 
Kate. 
For more information or 
to go along for a trial, call 
Kate Ruddick on 01388 
664066 or 07912 891934.

*Terms & Conditions apply, please ask a sales advisor for full details. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. Imagery is for illustration 
purposes only. Details correct at time of going to press. † Calls will be charged at a maximum of five pence per minute from a BT landline and may cost considerably more from 
mobile and other phones. Contact your service provider for more details.

Stunning range of  
new homes in Shildon!

Middridge Vale is a fantastic development situated in the 
railway town of Shildon, County Durham. We have something 
for everyone, from first time buyers to growing families and 
great investment opportunities.

Thanks to the Government’s Help to Buy scheme you could 
purchase a brand new home with just a 5% deposit and a 75% 
mortgage secured.*

Visit us today to begin your journey to a new home!

Middridge Vale
Shildon, County Durham, DL4 2GT

A fantastic selection of 3, 4, 5 & 6  
bedroom homes from just £124,950!

Marketing suite opening hours:  
Thursday to Monday 11am - 6pm

Call 01388 773 986†

Woodhouse Close Church 
Community Centre in 
Bishop Auckland  needs to 
replace the covering on its 
church roof as a matter of 
urgency. 
A spokesperson for the 
centre said: “The wet 
winters have taken 
their toll on the existing 
covering which is around 
20 years old. We are a 
very busy centre provid-
ing many services to the 
surrounding area including 
meals on wheels and a 
luncheon club, a furniture 
scheme, credit union, ac-
tivities for both young and 
older people as well as the 
normal church services. 
“We are not a rich church  

and limited help is being 
given through our partners 
including the Methodist 
Church and the local Area 
Action Partnership, but we 
need many thousands of 
pounds to secure our work 
for future generations.
“We all know that fundrais-
ing is becoming more and 
more of a problem, espe-
cially within the voluntary 
sector. 
“We appeal to any local 
businesses or people who 
would like to support our 
fund raising campaign 
to get in touch with the 
church centre on 01388 
450838 or by visiting www.
woodhouseclosechurch.org 
for more information.

Church  needs  urgent  
funds  for  roof  repairs

Weekly  market
From page 1
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The Duke meets some of the horses involved in open air spectacular Kynren – An Epic 
Tale of England. Photo by Sean Elliott, courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust and Eleven Arches.  

Duke  of  Gloucester  visits  
Bishop  Auckland

His Royal Highness, the 
Duke of Gloucester has 
seen first-hand how invest-
ment and community spirit 
is transforming the town of 
Bishop Auckland.
Guided by Jonathan Ruffer, 
Chair of North East chari-
ties Auckland Castle Trust 
and Eleven Arches, the 
Duke enjoyed a tour of the 
historic Auckland Castle, 
and Bishop Auckland’s 
changing Market Place, 
as well as an opportunity 
to explore the £70m revi-
talisation programme cur-
rently being undertaken by 
Auckland Castle Trust.
This included a look inside 
the former Old Bank 
Chambers, which is cur-
rently being transformed 
into a Mining Art Gallery, 
as well as a chance to view 
architectural models of 
the charity’s Future Plans, 
including the Welcome 
Building, Walled Garden, 
Spanish Art Gallery and 
Faith Museum.
After being shown where 
local contractors have 
begun early construction 
for the Welcome Building 

and Walled Garden, and 
where volunteers are now 
working alongside ar-
chaeologists from Durham 
University to excavate the 
site for the Faith Museum, 
His Royal Highness was 
escorted on a visit inside 
Auckland Castle by 
Jonathan Ruffer and his 
wife, Dr Jane Ruffer.
Included in the welcoming 
committee were a number 
of Bishop Auckland resi-
dents who are part of the 
ambitious transformation 
being led by Auckland 
Castle Trust, such as Perrie 
Athey and Rebecca Elliott, 
two of the charity’s nine 
current apprentices.
Account Apprentice, 
Rebecca said: “Being from 
Bishop Auckland it’s fantas-
tic to be part of a project 
that is making such a dif-
ference to the town and 
it was great to be able to 
share that with the Duke. 
He was a very nice man and 
really easy to talk to.”
Following the Castle visit, 
His Royal Highness visited 
the Eleven Arches site, 
home of open air spectacu-

lar Kynren – An Epic Tale of 
England.
The Duke was shown around 
the set by Anne-Isabelle 
Daulon, Chief Executive of 
Eleven Arches, the sister 
charity to Auckland Castle 
Trust and given a small 
taste of the live action 
that attracted more than 
100,000 visitors during the 
show’s first season in 2016.
This year, Eleven Arches 
expects to host around 
135,000 visitors across 17 
performances planned for 
the summer season.
Jonathan Ruffer, Chair of 
both charities, said: “We 
were absolutely delighted 
to welcome the Duke 
of Gloucester to Bishop 
Auckland and to be able to 
show him not only what has 
been achieved so far, but 
the many positive changes 
still to come.
“With his personal interest 
in heritage and architec-
ture he showed a real ap-
preciation of the way we 
are restoring and revitalis-
ing a number of historic 
and vacant properties, 
while his deep involve-
ment with various charities 
ensured he had a keen un-
derstanding of our plans to 
revitalise Bishop Auckland, 
creating jobs, enjoyment 
and a local sense of pride.”
For more information about 
Auckland Castle Trust and 
its future plans, visit www.
aucklandcastletrust.org 
and for Kynren, visit www.
kynren.co.uk.

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 25th Mar BERNIE & 

THE BLUE NOTES
Sun 26th LOCK ‘N’ LOAD
Sat 1st Apr TIME CHECK
Sun 2nd THE WHODLUMS

Fri 7th CHER TRIBUTE
Sat 8th KARAOKE

Sun 9th HIGH TIDE

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

The Northern Voices Choir 
gave a superb performance 
at the Methodist Church in 
Bishop Auckland to raise 
funds for a joint Rotary/
Inner Wheel Project sup-
porting the Children’s 
Heart Unit at the Freeman 
Hospital, Newcastle-upon-
Tyne. 
A cheque for £800 was 
presented to Charlotte 
Campbell, a Senior Fun-
draising Manager for the 
Children’s Heart Unit, by 
Christine Robertson, presi-
dent of Bishop Auckland 
Inner Wheel and Nigel 
Bell, president of Bishop 

Auckland Rotary Club.  
The money will help 
improve facilities and 
aftercare, buy new equip-
ment and help with 
research at the Unit. 
It will also help support 
Scott House, which accom-
modates families of young 
patients who may be in 
hospital for many months 
and live hundreds of miles 
away. 
There are currently only 
two hospitals in England 
authorised to carry out 
transplants on children, 
Great Ormond Street in 
London and the Freeman.

Northern  Voices  
raise  funds

Charlotte Campbell from the CHUF team with President of 
Bishop Auckland Inner Wheel Club,  Christine Robertson 
and Nigel Bell, President of Bishop Auckland Rotary Club.

The Notice of Election for 
the Durham County and 
Parish Council elections to 
be held on Thursday, 4 May 
has been published online.
Copies of the Notice of 
Election are also available 
for inspection at County 
Hall, Durham.
The Notice of Election 
gives details of the county 
divisions and parish ward 
areas where an election 
could take place.
It also states that nomi-
nations are now being 
accepted for those divi-

sions and parish ward 
areas.
The Notice of Election can 
be viewed online at www.
durham.gov.uk/elections 
and online in Customer 
Access Points at Barnard 
Castle, Bishop Auckland, 
Chester-le-Street, Consett, 
Crook, Durham City, 
Seaham, Spennymoor and 
Stanley.
Anyone requiring further  
information can contact  
Durham County Council’s 
electoral services team on 
03000 261 212.

Notice  of  election
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Scanner appeal campaigners outside Bishop Auckland General Hospital.  

Hospital  scanner  appeal  gains  
momentum

The recently launched 
charity appeal to raise 
£2.5m to bring state of the 
art MRI scanners to Bishop 
Auckland Hospital and Dar-
lington Memorial Hospital is 
already receiving donations 
and offers of support.
Campaigners met at Bishop 
Auckland Hospital and were 
shown the current radiolo-
gy facilities by Dr Elizabeth 
Loney, clinical director 
of radiology at County 
Durham & Darlington NHS 
Foundation Trust. 
Dr Elizabeth Loney, Clinical 
Director for Radiology said: 
“MRI scans are particu-
larly good at looking at soft 
tissues.
“Tremendous advances 
in technology over recent 
years mean they can be 
enormously helpful in diag-
nosing cancer, heart condi-
tions, strokes and many 
other health issues. 
“Scans can also give doctors 
information that previously 
required the patient to 

undergo surgery or another 
invasive procedure as part 
of the investigation of their 
symptoms.  Crucially, MRI 
scanners don’t use radia-
tion, unlike x-rays.           
“MRI scans are so useful 
we’re doing more of them 
each year.  In the last year 
alone the number of MRI 
scans has increased by 11%.
“In the past, some patients 
have been unable to 
tolerate the noise or have 
felt claustrophobic during 
the scan which can result 
in it being abandoned.  An 
MRI scan can take between 
30 minutes and an hour - 
much longer than people 
may realise, so comfort is 
really important.  Modern 
scanners have a choice of 
music the patient can listen 
to – they can even bring 
their own!  
“An MRI scanner is one of 
the most expensive pieces 
of equipment a hospital 
will ever purchase and with 
the NHS facing huge finan-

cial challenges we need to 
seek public help in buying 
them.
“We’ve already had dona-
tions from people happy 
with the care they or a 
loved one has received, 
regardless of whether they 
had a scan.  We’d love the 
whole community, includ-
ing individuals, companies, 
schools, sports clubs etc, 
to support us by holding 
events such as coffee 
mornings, cake sales and 
sponsored activities in aid 
of the Scanner Appeal. 
Every pound counts.  After 
all, you never know when 
you or a loved one might 
need a scan.
There are many ways to 
make a donation to the MRI 
appeal or to get involved.
Visit the County Durham 
and Darlington NHS Foun-
dation Trust Charity ‘just-
giving’ website at: https://
www.justgiving.com/cddft 
or call 01325 743786 for 
more information.

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Counselling 
Therapies

One Place Together
One Place Together - Private Counselling Therapies

Dabble Duck Way, Shildon      07596672773
contact_us@oneplacetogether.co.uk

www.oneplacetogether.co.uk

To Let

Call 07771 878340 
or 07775 848973

Bishop  Auckland, Market Place
2-Bed Town House 
completed to a high 

standard. Furnished or 
unfurnished. DG/CH 

Private parking available.

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

Many members of Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club were 
amongst the mourners at 
the requiem mass for Ron 
Williamson, held at St. 
Mary’s RC Church recently 
and celebrated by Fr. 
Dennis Tindall. 
The funeral cortege was 
led into the packed church 
by a Scottish piper, to the 
tune The Skye Boat Song.
Moving tributes were read 
by Ron’s daughter Kirstie 
and by Peter Gallone, on 
behalf of the rugby club.
Ron, a proud Scotsman, 
was affectionately known 
as “Jock” and had taught 
at St. John’s Comprehen-
sive School from 1973 until 
his retirement in 1998 and 
was a founder member of 

Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club in 1976. 
As well as playing as a 
second row forward until 
the age of 56, Ron was, 
often concurrently, club 
treasurer, fixtures secre-
tary, barman, grounds-
man, touch judge and oc-
casionally even refereeing. 
Ron will be fondly remem-
bered by many and will be 
a great loss to the rugby 
club family. 
His children Andrew, 
Gwynne, Kirstie and Nicole 
were delighted to see so 
many friends at the rugby 
club after the service and 
cremation, when many 
stories were shared cel-
ebrating the life of a much 
loved character.

Rugby  club  mourn  
passing  of  Ron

Ron Williamson was a founder member of Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club. 

Shelf Indulgence Books for Kids

Do you love books? 
Why not hold a party and receive a free gift? 
Or join my team for even more rewards?

Come and find me on Facebook
@shelfindulgencebooksforkids or contact

Vicki on 07493 065266
shelf.indulgence.books4kids@gmail.com
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

The U7 Aces had a great 
win away at Billingham 
with goals from MOM 
Luke Thompson (3), Alex 
Simpson (4), Aidan Wilkes 
(2), Blake Taylor (2), and 
man of the match, Luke 
Everitt collecting one. 
The Development game 
scorers were Teddy 
Metcalfe, Lewis Green, 
Harley Whittaker and 
Finley Bowman.
The U8 Aces played 21st 
Allstars in a very exciting 
game with lots of goals 
from Luca McMahon (3) 
and Charlie Denham with 
the development game 
scorers, Daniel Robertson 
and Charlie Cranston.
The U8 Kings played away 
at Billingham with another 
great win and goals from 
Billy Dobson and Jake 
Wilkinson. Harry Black and 
Charlie Taylor starred in 
the development game.
The U9 Kings played away 
at Norton & Stockton and 
had a fantastic peformance 
with goals from McKenzie 
Kirtley (3) and Mason 
Wright.
The U10 Aces were unlucky 
to lose by the odd goal 
away at Trimdon.
The U10 Kings played a 
9-a-side friendly away at 
Coxhoe and performed 
well getting ready for 
moving up from 7-a-side.
The U11 Aces played an 
excellent game against a 
good New Marske side with 
Robert Worthy and Dyaln 
Dobson scoring.
The U11 Kings played away 

at Stockton Town and 
another great win with 
goals from Kieran Pattison 
(3), Joe Dunn and Arron 
Maughan.
The U12 Aces lost 3-2 
away at 21st Allstars in a 
close game with Bradley 
Charlton and star player 
Guy Barker scoring.
The U12 Kings had a great 
3-0 win away at Newton 
Aycliffe Youth with Joe 
Spark scoring all three.
The U13 Aces played 
Redcar and another great 
win with goals from Robbie 
Vickers (2), Dylan Howe 
and Lewis Crosby with 
Thomas Charlton the star 
of the show.
The U14s played Darlington 
TSC and had an excellent 
4-1 win with goals from 
Luke Atkinson, Alfie Madge-
wick, Tom Brown and Ben 
Armstrong.
The U17’s had another 
great win by 9-1 against 
Catchgate with goals from 
Joe Bates (4), James Hardy 
(3), Brandon Thorburn and 
Callum Robson.
The U18’s played 2nd in the 
league Waldridge at home 
and in an excellent perfor-
mance won 4-1 with goals 
from Steven Taylor, Alex 
Goundry, Luke Bailey and 
Charlie Wigley with Carl 
Robinson outstanding in 
goal to move them clear at 
the top of the league with 
four games to go.
For more about the club, 
check out www.basmj.net 
for all up to date results 
and fixtures.

Busy  programme  for  
St  Mary’s

The Bishop of Durham, the Right Reverend Paul Butler and his wife Rosemary are 
welcomed to Heritage Park by club director, Steve Coulthard.

Bishops  welcome  Bishop  to  
Heritage  Park

Bishop Auckland Football 
Club took on Northern 
League Leaders North 
Shields on Saturday and 
were delighted to welcome 
the Bishop of Durham, the 
Right Reverend Paul Butler 
and his wife Rosemary to 
Heritage Park.
Bishop Paul was invited 
to Heritage Park by club 
director, Steve Coulthard 
and during the game, 
whilst admiring the playing 
surface, he told Steve 
of his frequent visits to 
East Africa where every 
village has a football 
pitch but none have grass 
and everyone loves their 
football.
Bishops, who had narrowly 
lost away to North Shields 
in February, were hoping to 
regain their form following 
the last two home games 
when they drew one and 
lost one, but the crowd 
of 446 saw a game where 
a well organised North 
Shields side proved why 
they are currently leading 
the Northern League 

Division One.
With both sides cancelling 
each other out in the first 
15 minutes North Shields 
took the lead when the 
Bishops defence failed to 
clear a long ball and Shields 
striker Wilson tucked the 
ball past Bishops keeper 
Thomas Dawson.  
Bishop came back into the 
game when Priestley Grif-
fiths had a good shot saved 
and then Alex Francis shot 
went close.
However, in the second 
half North Shields became 
more dominant and made 
it 2-0 when slack Bishop 
defending let in Carr to tap 
in a cross.
On Tuesday night Bishops 
hosted West Allotment at 
Heritage Park.  Allotment, 
currently second from 
bottom in the league, had 
been thrashed 8-0 away to 
Morpeth in their last game, 
so hopes of a Bishop con-
vincing win were high.
West Allotment started the 
game brightly not at all 
looking like relegation can-

didates and in 16 minutes 
Hindmarch put them in 
the lead.  Bishops leading 
scorer Andrew Johnson 
went close on a number of 
occasions and made it 1-1 
on 36 minutes.  
West Allotment regained 
the lead in the second half 
when Stephenson scored 
but Alex Francis equalised 
for Bishop with a good 
header.  Man of the Match 
Michael Hoganson won the 
game for Bishop with a 
thundering shot from 30 
yards on 70 minutes.
Bishops play their sixth con-
secutive game at Heritage 
Park on Saturday when 
they host Jarrow Roofing 
and have announced their 
annual end of season pres-
entation night will be held 
on Saturday 22nd April 
from 7pm to midnight.

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork


