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Nominations  open  
for  Youth  Awards
Do you know a special 
young person who has done 
something outstanding 
which should be recog-
nised? If so, nominations 
are open for the Bishop 
Auckland Youth Awards.
The aim of the awards is 
to celebrate the positive 
contribution young people 
make in the community, 
whether it is fundraising, 
caring for parents or 
showing courage and 
resolve in difficult circum-
stances.
A spokesperson said: 
“Entrants have to be aged 
twenty or under.  We would 
encourage that for large 
teams, a maximum of three 
names are nominated.
We are looking for those 
unsung heroes without 
whom a club or organi-
sation could not exist, 
whether it’s giving up their 
time working hard behind 
the scenes or coaching a 
team every week in the 
rain. For this section only, 
the winner will receive 
£500 towards their club or 

organisation. 
This year we also want to 
hear from young people 
who have been inspired 
by someone. Has a special 
teacher, family member, 
friend or fellow pupil 
been an inspirational role 
model or has their positive 
approach inspired success?
If so, tell us who the 
person is and why they 
have been an inspiration, 
and nominate them for the 
Inspirational Person of the 
year 2017.
The closing date for all 
entrants is Friday 21st April.
To nominate, fill in an ap-
plication form which can 
be down loaded from www.
bishopauckland-tc.gov.uk, 
collected in person from 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council offices at the Four 
Clocks Centre, Newgate 
Street or forms can be 
posted on request by 
calling 01388 609852.  
The Award Ceremony will 
be held at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Tuesday 27th 
June.

The 14th annual Bishop Auckland Food Festival will take place on the weekend of 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd April.  

Bishop  Auckland  all  set  for  
14th  annual  Food  Festival

Food lovers and families 
are in for a treat as Bishop 
Auckland gets ready to host 
its fabulous food festival 
once again, on Saturday 1st 
and Sunday 2nd April.

The popular festival draws 
visitors from across the 
North of England, who 
come to buy from the wide 
array of stalls, take part in 
masterclasses and enjoy 

a host of entertainment 
across the weekend.
Now in its 14th year, 
Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival continues to bring 
the very best food and 
drink producers and sup-
pliers together along with 
some of the country’s 
leading culinary talents for 
cookery masterclasses and 
demonstrations.
This year sees the return 
of Tom and Henry Herbert 
from The Hobbs House 
Bakery, best known 
as stars of Channel 4’s 
Fabulous Baker Brothers. 
On Saturday 1st April they 
will be entertaining the 
crowds in the Newgate 
Centre, where they will 
be teaching onlookers 
how to make soda bread 
from scratch for the 
ultimate sandwich and 
‘posh kebabs’ starting with 
sumptuous soft flat breads 
filled with local lamb.
On Sunday 2nd April, the 
fabulous Foxy is back 
guiding audience members 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall through the creation 

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car 

while you spend the day
shopping at Tindale 

Retail Park?

Mots 
Servicing 

Tyres 
Welding 
Van Hire 
Recovery

- Car and Van 
MOT Testing

Classes 4, 5 & 7
- Car 

maintenance 
and Repairs

PICK UP AND 
DELIVERY ON 

REQUEST
Unit 10, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, 

Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT
 01388 605080

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, 
Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm
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Bishop Auckland Baptist 
Church, (next to the 
Hospital) are holding a 
Celebration of Marriage 
Service at 10.30am, on 
Sunday 4th June.
They are seeking all those 
who have been married in 
the church, and those who 
have been to the church 
over the years, but were 
married elsewhere, to join 
them.
A spokesperson said: “We 
are asking for couples to 
send us pictures of their 
wedding day, including 
date of marriage, and if 
possible an up to date 
picture of them and any 

children and grandchildren, 
if they have any. 
“The pictures will be 
shown, throughout the 
service.
“There will also be a op-
portunity, for couples to 
re-dedicate their marriage. 
To arrange this, please 
contact us by email or post, 
by 15th May”.
Pictures can be emailed to 
pastor-moderator@bishop-
baptists.co.uk, or posted 
to the church, at Westfield 
Road, Bishop Auckland  
DL14 6AE.
To have photos posted 
back, a  return address 
should be included.

Church  seeks  
wedding  photos

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Bishop Auckland Funeralcare
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, DL14 9AS 
01388 603 525
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 11th Mar ELVIS TRIBUTE

Sun 12th FAB  
Sat 18th LIVE BAND
Sun 19th FROSTIE

Sat 25th BERNIE & THE 
BLUE NOTES

Sun 26th LOCK ‘N’ LOAD  

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Steve Minchell
Electrical Ltd 

Tel. Steve on 
07981 454039

All electrical work carried out - 
Domestic and Industrial.
Rewires, extra sockets, 

replacement lights, shower 
fixings. No job too small.

Landlord Inspection Certificate.
Free no obligation quote.

Dave Johns, the star of 
Ken Loach’s critically ac-
claimed film I, Daniel 
Blake, is set to headline 
The Big Comedy Feast; an 
exciting new addition to 
the Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival. 
Dave will be bringing his 
renowned comedy show to 
Bishop Auckland on April 
Fools’ Day to entertain 
revellers and foodies alike. 
As well as his career as an 
actor, Dave has also been 
a regular on shows such as 
Never Mind the Buzzcocks, 
8 Out of Ten Cats and Alan 
Davies As Yet Untitled, and 
has appeared on the West 
End stage in One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest, along-
side Christian Slater. 
He will be joined by Irish 
stand-up Chris Kent, whose 
résumé includes stints on 
Russell Howard’s Stand 
Up Central, The Stand Ups 
and sell out shows at the 
Edinburgh and Perth Fringe 
Festivals, and Sunderland’s 
Matt Reed who will MC the 
evening.
This year, the Bishop 
Auckland Food Festival 
will feature lots of familiar 
faces as well as some 

I,  Daniel  Blake  star  headlines 
BAFF’s  Comedy  Feast

exciting new additions, in-
cluding an expanded food 
and artisan drinks quarter. 
Foodies will be able to 
eat their way around the 
world from America to 
Greece and Thailand to 
Mexico, as well as sample 
some of the region’s finest 
cuisine, courtesy of stalls 
from some of the North’s 
foremost producers.
There’ll also be fun for 

the whole family with 
children’s cookery classes 
and chocolate workshops 
running alongside the 
festival. 
Kids can learn how to 
hand-pipe a chocolate 
lollipop, make a marsh-
mallow caterpillar and 
design their own pizza; 
as well as learning how to 
make bread from scratch 
and indulge in some fizzy 
mocktail concoctions!
The Big Comedy Feast will 
be held at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Saturday 1 
April, (the first day of the 
festival) at 7.30pm, with 
doors opening at 7pm.
Tickets are priced at 
£12.50 per person or £10 
each for early bird tickets. 
Tickets are available from 
Gala Durham on 03000 
266 600, online via www.
bishopaucklandfoodfes-
tival.co.uk, from Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on 
03000 269 524, or in 
person. 

Dave Johns will headline 
this year’s Big Comedy 
Feast - a new addition to 
the Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival calendar.

School and Sixth Form College 
A Catholic Academy 
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 6JT. 
Students on roll 1,300+ (including 350+ in Sixth Form) 

Cover Supervisor
SCP 11-14 – Grade C - Salary £11,997 – £12,751 

32.5 hours per week 
8.30 am to 3.30 pm - term time only 

Ofsted May 2010: Outstanding School 
We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic, well 

organised and highly motivated person 
to start as soon as possible. 

For further details, please contact: 01388 603246, 
sanderson@stjohnsrc.org.uk or visit our website 

 www.stjohnsrc.org.uk - Vacancies 
Closing Date: Monday, 27 March 2017 

St John’s is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people. 

 

‘A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values’ 

Councillor  funds  
path  improvements

A footpath which had badly 
eroded has been repaired, 
thanks to a £2,500 donation 
from a local councillor’s 
neighbourhood ward fund.
Cllr Sam Zair donated the 
funding after learning that 
local resident, Alf Waggett 
had overturned his scooter 
in his attempt to negotiate 
the broken path.
A further £4,250 was con-
tributed by Durham County 
Council through its Rights 
of Way budget.
Sixty metres of the 
footpath, which runs from 

Hexham Street to Dam 
Head were rebuild and re-
surfaced after the ground 
beneath the path had been 
steadily eroded over the 
years. 
Concrete bollards were also 
erected to prevent cars 
from using the pathway.
Cllr Zair said: “This has 
always been a popular 
footpath with people of 
all ages but it was literally 
slipping away.
“It looks fantastic now and 
Alf is over the moon about 
it.”

Cllr Sam Zair and Sheilah Metcalfe of BASH AAP with Alf 
Waggett, whose scooter overturned on the path.
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Coundon and Leeholme 
Community Centre is 
bidding to bag a massive 
cash boost from the Tesco 
Bags of Help initiative.
Tesco teamed up with 
Groundwork to launch 
its community funding 
scheme, which sees grants 
of £5,000, £2,000 and 
£1,000 – all raised from 
the 5p bag levy – being 
awarded to local commu-
nity projects. 
Three groups in every Tesco 
region have been short-
listed to receive the cash 
award and shoppers are 
being invited to head along 
to Tesco stores to vote for 
who they think should take 
away the top grant.
Coundon and Leeholme 
Crops In The Community 
is one of the groups on the 
shortlist.
Their project wishes to 
use the land immediately 
around their community 
building to grow ‘Crops in 
the Community’ in three 
raised beds which will then 
be used by partners Age UK 
and Wellbeing for Life and 
others in ways which can 
demonstrate  how the land 
can be used to provide a 
food source.
The project will give joint 
responsibility for open 
space within the communi-
ty and encourage and raise 
awareness of food sources 
across all ages.
It is also planned to 

plant flowers, herbs and 
lavender borders  to en-
courage bees, composting 
of leaves, and storage of 
water using a water butt, 
all to help reduce the 
carbon foot print.
Pat Clarey, a trustee of 
Coundon and Leeholme 
Community Centre said: 
“The community has a 
strong link to the miners 
and this year will be cel-
ebrating 60 years of the 
opening of the Community 
Centre which was built with 
contributions from Leas-
ingthorne mineworkers. 
“The land to be used 
belongs to the building and 
it is fitting that it is used 
to celebrate the miners 
tradition of growing  crops 
within a community envi-
ronment for food source.
“It is the right time to 
engage with the com-
munity on environmental 
issue following on from the 
Community Action Team 
project to improve living 
spaces within Coundon and  
Leeholme. 
Voting is open in stores 
throughout March and 
April. Customers will cast 
their vote using a token 
given to them at the check-
out in store each time they 
shop. 
Anyone can nominate a 
project and organisations 
can apply online. To find 
out more visit www.tesco.
com/bagsofhelp.

Centre  calls  for  
votes  to  bag  award

Deputy Mayor, David Fleming, Michael O’Neill, Barbara Ann Laurie and Gerald Slack. 

Grant  awarded  to  Bishop 
Auckland  Station  History  Group

Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
David Fleming visited the 
Bishop Auckland Station 
History Group recently to 
present a cheque for £100 
from the Town Council’s 
Community Fund. 
The aim of the project 
is to promote the town’s 
heritage links, with a par-
ticular focus on its railway 
and industrial past. 
Part of this endeavour is 
the permanent exhibition 
inside of the Four Clocks 
Centre, with a combina-
tion of information boards, 
photographic display, 
artwork and exhibits.
The centrepiece of the 
display is the century year 
old banner of the Bishop 
Auckland Branch of the 
National Union of Railway-
men. 
Chairman of the Group, 
Michael O’Neill said: “The 
£100 grant received from 
the Bishop Auckland Town 

Council Community fund, 
has significantly contrib-
uted to the purchase of 
a wall mounted monitor 
screen, to allow us to 
display a pictorial history 
of Bishop Auckland and 
the Railways from 1825 to 
the present time”. 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Fleming 
said: “In 1963 Dr. Beeching 
tried to close the railway 
down, but thanks to Bishop 
Auckland Station History 
Group, we are trying to 
turn this around with this 

wonderful display in the 
Four Clocks Centre and it 
gives me great pleasure to 
present this cheque.” 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Council’s Community 
Fund budgets an amount 
each year which is to be 
used to support organi-
sations working for the 
benefit of the people of 
Bishop Auckland.  Appli-
cations are considered at 
the Finance Committee 
meetings held in June and 
December. 
Visit www.bishop-
auckland-tc.gov.uk to 
download an application 
form or contact the Town 
Council on 01388 609852 
for more information.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

A.S PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
& Decorating Services
Call for a free quotation on 

07412630105
No job too small

All works completed to 
the highest standard. We 
will guarantee to beat any 

genuine quote by 10%.

THE DOG HOUSE
PET GROOMERS

Formerly known as Furdress-
ers, the shop has undergone a 
full refurbishment through-
out with new signage outside 
and freshly painted and 
panelled inside.
Now under new management 
but we are keeping the same 
staff, we welcome and look 
forward to seeing all our new 
and old customers. 
To make an appointment 
please ring The Dog House on

10 North Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

 01388 665123
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Pupils and staff of St John’s School were joined by Cllr Joy Allen, historian Gerald 
Slack and Lord Lieutenant of County Durham, Sue Snowdon as they took part in a 
heritage collaboration with the Four Clocks Centre and Auckland Railways Group. 

St  John’s  school  takes  part  in  
local  heritage  project

A small but enthusiastic 
group of Year 7 students 
at St John’s School and 
Sixth Form College are 
taking part in a heritage 
project in response to an 
approach from the Four 
Clocks Centre in Bishop 
Auckland in May last year.  
The Four Clocks Heritage 
Venture, a collaboration  
between the Centre and 
Auckland Railways Group, 
is responsible for a great 
deal of original, painstak-
ing research which has led 
to the publication of two 
brief histories of Bishop 
Auckland and the Railways 
and Lingford Gardiner and 
Co.
The school is also privi-
leged to be working with 
Auckland Castle Trust as 
part of Historic England’s 
Heritage Schools Pro-
gramme.  
After a preparatory session 
with their History teacher, 
Miss Howard, the group, 
accompanied by Ruth Chit-
tenden, Education Officer 
at Auckland Castle Trust, 
visited Bishop Auckland 
Market Place and conduct-
ed research in the Town 
Hall Library.  
They then walked up 
Newgate Street to view the 

current exhibition at Four 
Clocks and enjoy a short 
and informative heritage 
tour guided by Michael 
O’Neill and Gerald Slack.  
The focus of the project is 
Alfred Simpson who, as a 
13-year-old, was appren-
ticed in 1866 to Lingford 
Gardiner & Co as an engine 
fitter.  
Students have been able to 
see the original indenture 
as well as other old docu-
ments, maps and photo-
graphs.  
Thanks to Michael and 
Gerald, the students 
have been privileged to 
interview Alfred’s great 
granddaughter, Miss Ann 
Woodward, and were 
recently given tips on in-
terview techniques and 
recording oral history in 
a special session with 
Georgina Ascroft, Commu-
nity Archivist at Auckland 
Castle Trust.
One of the students will 
play the part of young 
Alfred in a film which the 
group is creating with 
Keith Alexander, Content 
Director of Culture Street. 
The aim of the film is to 
highlight Bishop Auckland’s 
rich heritage and features 
an introduction by Mrs Sue 
Snowdon, Lord Lieutenant 
of County Durham, who 
has emphasised the impor-
tance of our local heritage 
as it represents our future.
The film will be shown 
publicly at the Heritage 
Schools Celebration Event 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall in early April and will 
then form part of the exhi-
bition at Four Clocks. 
Michael O’Neill, Chairman 

of Bishop Auckland Station 
History Group, said: “It is 
a privilege to work with 
St John’s School to create 
a wonderful documen-
tary which captures Bishop 
Auckland’s forgotten in-
dustrial and railway past.”
Prior to the start of the 
project, Miss Howard and 
St John’s School’s Arts Co-
ordinator, Jaquie Holloway, 
attended a lively and 
fascinating session with 
Viki Angel, Local Heritage 
Education Manager for 
Historic England, full of 
practical and stimulating 
ideas about how to engage 
young people with their 
heritage.
Ms Holloway said: “It is im-
portant for the next gen-
eration to understand that 
the Bishop Auckland was 
a great railway town and 
leave a legacy for future 
generations to enjoy.”
This exciting project is 
being jointly funded by St 
John’s Arts Development 
Department and Cllr Joy 
Allen who said: “When 
Michael approached me 
and told me about this 
project involving young 
people in the celebration 
of our local history, I had 
no hesitation in providing a 
small amount of Members’ 
Initiative Funding to make 
it happen.  
“I hope many people have 
the chance to enjoy this 
local heritage resource.”  
A spokesperson for the 
school said: “Staff and 
students at St John’s 
School very much appreci-
ate the special opportunity 
and learning experience 
they have had”.

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582 570308

DR PLASTERING
All Plastering Work 

Undertaken
Re-skims, Patch Work, 

Artex Covering, 
Board and Dot & Dab 

Damp Proofing
Free Estimates

o7956 754 814

Excitement is building for 
this year’s Chocolate Walk 
organised by Butterwick 
Hospice. 
The Chocolate Walk is a 
fantastic fun event where 
parents get to join in all 
the tasks and win choco-
late prizes! 
The event is held in 
Hamsterley Forest where 
families follow a trail over 
three kilometres and take 
part in fun challenges along 
the way that are suitable 
for children and grown-ups 
to achieve. 
A spokesperson said: “Last 
year’s theme was based 
on Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory and 
families met up with our 
fabulous Mr Wonka and his 
Oompaloompas. 
“This year we are inviting 
families to follow the 
yellow brick road on our 
wonderful Wizard of Oz 
themed walk. 
“There will be lots of 
surprizes, face painting, 
fun and entertainment 

from Make My Day Events, 
who will introduce you 
to Dorothy, that cuddly, 
cowardly Lion, bashful 
Scarecrow and the squeaky 
Tin Man”. 
The Chocolate Walk is 
taking place at Hamsterley 
Forest on Thursday 20th 
and Friday 21st April -  
perfect for a great day out 
during the Easter school 
holidays. 
Tickets cost just £8, with 
children aged two years  
and under free.  
All profits from the event 
go to support Butter-
wick Hospice in Bishop 
Auckland, which freely 
cares for people across 
Weardale, Teesdale and 
the Sedgefield area who 
are diagnosed with a life 
limiting illness. 
Booking forms are on 
our website at www.
butterwick.org.uk/choco-
latewalkhamsterley or by 
contacting the fundraising 
office on 01388 603003 
during normal office hours.

Chocolate  fuelled 
family  fun  for  Easter

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk
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of some delicious dishes, 
including one inspired by 
his new place of residence 
– Spain! 
Richard Fox is a seasoned 
TV chef, cookery book 
writer and demo expert, 
and a regular face at BAFF.  
He has chosen some of his 
favourite dishes to share, 
including sushi, tapas and 
gnocchi.
The Urban Rajah’s Pop-up 
Café is also back as festival 
favourite, Ivor Peters (aka 
The Urban Rajah) once 
again works with students 
and staff from Bishop 
Auckland College to create 
the ultimate Indian dining 
experience.  
For one weekend only, the 
team will be taking over 
the café in Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall to bring you 
The Pav - a fast food dish 
from Mumbai with spiced 
fillings, such as potato 
cutlets, minced lamb or 
toasted paneer, ladled 
with a spiced salsa and 
served in a soft buttered 
bread roll. 

Young foodies can also 
try their hand at a range 
of culinary techniques at 
the Children’s Cookery 
School running in the 
Newgate Centre with 
classes ranging from bread 
to pizza making, scones to 
fizzy cocktail concoctions!
Entertainment is plenti-
ful across the weekend 
with bands from Durham’s 
BRASS festival performing 
in The Bish and Hop – a 
Bavarian-style Bier Keller 
being installed in an empty 
shop on Newgate Street.
Comedy fans are also in 
for a treat with a stand-up 
comedy night, The Big 
Comedy Feast, which takes 
place at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Saturday 1st 
April at 7.30pm (see page 2 
for more details).
Full details and tickets can 
be found online at www.
bishopaucklandfoodfesti-
val.co.uk Tickets can also 
be purchased from the 
Gala Theatre in Durham on 
03000 266 600 or in person 
or from Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on 03000 269 
524 or in person.

Bishop  Auckland  
Food  Festival  is  back

Cllr Sam Zair presents coach, Andy Walker and his Bishop Auckland Young Cricketers 
with a Members’ Initiative Fund cheque for £182.50.  

Bishop  Auckland  Young  
Cricketers  receive  funding  boost

Young Bishop Auckland 
cricketers, coached by Andy 
Walker, were delighted to 
receive a cheque for £182.50 
from County Councillor Sam 
Zair’s Members’ Initiative 
Fund recently to help them 
practice the sport. 

The group meets on 
Tuesday evenings at King 
James School between 
6pm and 7pm. 
Cllr Zair said: “It is won-
dersful to see girls as well 
as boys taking up the sport 
of cricket. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
evening and was well en-
tertained. 
“Who knows, one day we 
may see one or more  of 
these entusiastic young 
cricketers donning the 
whites for England!”

Only ££119 per person!
including 2 hours free bar 

Friday  & Saturday evening, 8pm until 10pm!

Staying at the Georgian Hollies Hotel, Albert Road 
(just behind the tower)

2 Night’s Dinner, Bed & Breakfast

Book today with £30 deposit
(Based on two sharing a twin room)

Lift to all floors + en-suite rooms

blackpool weekends with 
Fantastic tribute acts

GARNETTS Fabulous

DaY TRIPS &

WEEKEND BREAKS

 Freddie Mercury  Fri 24th Mar - Sun 26th Mar    
 Cliff Richard  Fri 31st Mar - Sun 2nd April
 Abba  Fri 5th May - Sun 7th May
 Soul & Motown  Fri 12th May - Sun 14th May
 Elvis  Fri 16th June - Sun 18th June
 Adele  Fri 23rd June - Sun 25th June 
 Dreamboats  Fri 30th June - Sun 2nd July

01388 604419
Book online at www.garnettscoaches.com or call

APRIL

Sat 8th Blackpool £13.50 £12.50

Sat 8th Whitby £12.00 £10.50

Sat 8th York & Harrogate £13.00 £12.00

Sat 8th Scarborough £13.50 £12.50

Wed 12th Wet n Wild  £9.00 £8.00 
 

(admin not inc)

EASTER BANK HOLIDAY

Fri 14th Blackpool £13.50 £12.50

Fri 14th Whitby £12.00 £10.50

Fri 14th Scarborough £13.50 £12.50

Fri 14th Chester Zoo £17.00 £16.00
 

(admin not inc)

Sun 16th Mystery Tour £12.50 £11.50

Mon 17th Blackpool £13.50 £12.50

Mon 17th Whitby £12.00 £10.50

Mon 17th Scarborough £13.50 £12.50

Mon 17th South Shields £9.00 £8.00

Mon 17th Flamingo Land £13.50 £12.50
 

(admin not inc)

Upcoming day trips
Travel in Style

From page 1
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Henknowle Community 
Centre in Bishop Auckland 
is celebrating after centre 
volunteer, Andy Sowerby’s 
workplace, Smurfit Kappa 
at West Auckland donated  
£500 to the centre to help 
them purchase a new 
lounge carpet.
Mr Sowerby said: “Myself 
and the committee would 
just like to say a personal 

thank you to Smurfit Kappa 
for this very kind donation.”
The community centre is 
open for regular bookings 
and private parties. 
For more information, visit 
the centre’s website at 
henknowlecommunitycen-
tre.weebly.com or their 
Facebook page, or contact 
Andy Sowerby on 07773 
189859.

Community  Centre  
receives  carpet  cash

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Community Relationship Officer, Lee Brownson and Engagement Director, Liz Fisher, 
both from Auckland Castle Trust, prepare for the Community Drop In Sessions at 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall.   Picture courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust.

A  chance  to  chat  with 
Auckland  Castle  Trust

Members of the Bishop 
Auckland community are 
being invited to pose 
their questions about the 
ongoing revitalisation of 
the town directly to the 
team at Auckland Castle 
Trust.
The charity, which is in-
vesting £70m into trans-
forming Auckland Castle 
into an arts, faith and 
heritage destination of 
international significance, 
will be hosting four Com-
munity Drop-in sessions 
at the Town Hall between 
Friday 24th and Tuesday 
27th March.
There, visitors will be able 
to call in at their con-
venience to find out more 
about the Trust, its future 
plans and the wider impact 
for the people of Bishop 
Auckland. 
This includes information 
about the construction 
work currently underway 
in partnership with local 
contractors, the opportu-
nities for employment and 
skills development and the 
wide range of ways avail-
able to engage with local 
heritage.
Members of Auckland 
Castle Trust’s growing 

staff base will also be on 
hand to answer any addi-
tional questions and chat 
directly with everyone who 
attends.
Liz Fisher, Engagement 
Director at Auckland Castle 
Trust, said: “This is an op-
portunity for people to find 
out more about Auckland 
Castle Trust directly from 
those involved.  
“More importantly it’s a 
chance for members of 
the community to raise 
any questions and speak 
more specifically about 
the elements of the revi-
talisation porgramme that 
matter most to them.”
The sessions will run in the 
library at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall during the fol-
lowing times: Noon-5pm on 
Friday, 24th March; 10am-

12.30pm on Saturday, 
25th  March; 2pm-6pm on 
Monday, March 26th and 
10am-3pm on Tuesday, 
28th March.
This is the first in a series 
of similar events being 
planned by the Trust, in-
cluding a number of pop 
ups in supermarkets, com-
munity centres and other 
venues around the town 
throughout the year.
Anyone who is unable to 
attend any of the sessions 
but would still like to raise 
a query with Auckland 
Castle Trust is being 
asked to email questions@
aucklandcastle.org where 
they will receive a timely 
response.

A County Durham land-
lord’s training programme 
will give potential chefs 
food for thought.
Dale & Valley Homes’ 
Level 2 Food Safety course 
on Thursday, 16th March 
between 9am and 4.30pm 
will show attendees the es-
sentials of working hygieni-
cally in the kitchen.
The free course, which will 
be held at Mickle Grove 
Community Training Hub 
in Leeholme, is ideal for 
anyone starting out in 
the industry or wanting a 
change in career.
Kimberley Batey, Dale & 
Valley Homes’ Community 
Training Project Coordi-
nator, said: “This course 
teaches people about con-
trolling food risks, personal 

handling, storage and 
cooking.
“There is also an accred-
ited certificate for suc-
cessfully completing the 
course, so could be a great 
addition to someone’s CV.”
To reserve a place on the 
programme, which are 
allocated on a first come 
first served basis, email 
k.batey@daleandvalley-
homes.co.uk or call 01388 
770 974.
Lunch will provided as well 
as help to attend, including 
free transport and child-
care.
Dale & Valley Homes’ 
training programme at 
Mickle Grove has been 
funded by NE Procurement, 
3 Towns AAP and local 
councillors.

Free  course  caters 
for  training  needs

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

To Let

Call 07771 878340 
or 07775 848973

Bishop  Auckland, Market Place
2-Bed Town House 
completed to a high 

standard. Furnished or 
unfurnished. DG/CH 

Private parking available.

DENHAMFIELDS
GARAGE SERVICES

Telephone: 01740 657799
Denhamfields Ind. Est. Chilton Lane, Ferryhill

MOT Service All Classes

 Open: 7am-5.30pm Mon-Fri
  8am-12 Noon Saturday

Motorcycle, Trike, Cars, Minibus, 
Campers & anything under 3.5 Ton
24 Hour Recovery Service

Tel: 07970 280130

DD’s CAFE
Hot & Cold Food & Drinks 

Eat in or Take away

Open 8am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Tel: 07857 913 401

facebook.com/
bishoppress
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Auckland Railways Group is hosting an event to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the 
coming of the railways to Biship Auckland. 

Auckland  Railways  Group  to 
host  anniversary  celebration

To celebrate the 175th 
anniversary of the coming 
of the railways to Bishop 
Auckland, the Auckland 
Railways Group is holding 
and evening event at 
the Four Clocks Centre, 
Newgate Street, on 
Tuesday 4th April.
Although the Bishop 
Auckland & Weardale 
Railway Bill received Royal 
Assent on 15th July 1837, 
the connection to the 
Stockton and Darlington 
mainline at Shildon did not 
open until 19th April 1842, 
following the opening of 
Shildon Tunnel on 10th 
January of that year. The 
town’s first station was to 

open in 1843. 
Doors to the event open 
at 6pm to allow attendees 
to view the local railway 
exhibition at the Four 
Clocks.
The exhibition has been 
progressively upgraded 
since its open opening, by 
Mrs Sue Snowden, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Durham, in 
February 2016.
It now includes artwork, 
museum quality informa-
tion boards, photographic 
display and exhibits, all in 
addition to the hundred- 
year-old banner of the 
Bishop Auckland Branch of 
the NUR. 
New for 2017 is the 

creation of a mock station 
waiting room area, housing 
a monitor which plays a 
history of Bishop Auckland 
and the Railways, from 
1825 to present times.
John Askwith, Director of 
the Weardale Trust, will 
give an illustrated talk 
entitled The History of 
Bishop Auckland Station, 
commencing at 7pm. 
John, a well known figure 
in the local rail heritage 
community, is an acknowl-
edged expert in his field.
Tickets, priced at £3 to 
include tea and biscuits, 
are available at the Four 
Clocks reception from 
Monday 13th March.

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898 Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

TO LET
Oxford St, Bishop 

Auckland. 2 Bedroom, 
recently decorated, GCH, 

downstairs bathroom.
£85 per week, 

No bond required. 
Admin fee £150.

Tel: 07983 326761
or   01429 223861

N AY L O R S

01388 720994

All   aspects   of 
electrical work 
          undertaken 
 + T V A e r i a l

& S a t e l l i t e
  S e r v i c e s

Successful  premiere  
for  Home  Town

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

A full house packed into 
Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
to see the ‘world premiere’ 
of the volunteer-led docu-
mentary Home Town - a 
story of Bishop Auckland.
One of the volunteers, 
Joe Bainbridge presented 
a cheque to Cllr Ann Go-
lightly, Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland for £1,042 but 
as the audience left the 
theatre, a further £300 
worth of DVDs were pur-
chased to bring the total 
raised on the night to  
£1,342. 
Since then the total has 

continued to rise with the 
project targetting a final 
total of £10,000. 
Due to popular demand, a 
second screening will take 
place on Friday 28th April 
at 7pm, again at the Town 
Hall.
Tickets are now on sale for 
the second screening  and 
can be purchased by calling 
the box office at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on 
03000 269524 or by calling 
in personally.
A spokesperson for the 
production team said: “We 
would like to thank all the 
volunteers who worked 
so hard to make this film 
possible”. 
DVD’s, priced at £5, are on 
sale now at Etherington’s 
Newsagents on Cockton Hill 
Rd, Trimmers Hair Salon on 
Newgate St, Fifteas Tea 
Rooms in the Market Place, 
the Four Clocks Centre on  
Newgate St and Butterwick 
Hospice on Woodhouse 
Lane.

A packed Town Hall prepares for the premiere of Home 
Town, a new documentary about Bishop Auckland.
 Photo: Paul Haygarth.

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION TO VARY A PREMISES LICENCE
THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice is hereby given that I, MR DESIDERIO RIVERA have applied to 
Durham County Council to vary the Premises Licence in respect of the 
premises known as:-
13 FORE BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, CO DURHAM DL14 7PF
A variation is sought:-
- To permit the sale of alcohol and the playing of Recorded Music 
(indoors) from 12.00 noon until 12.00 midnight Sunday to Thursday, 
from 12.00 noon until 02.00 am Friday and Saturday, until 01.00 am  on 
Sundays before a Bank Holiday and until 01.00 am on New Year’s Eve.
- To vary the internal layout plan of the premises.
A record of this application may be inspected at the Council’s offices at 
Annand House, John Street North, Meadowfield, Durham. DH7 8RS by 
appointment, on weekdays between 9.30 am and 4.00 pm by appointment.
Any representations about this application must be made in writing by 24 
March 2017 and sent to:- 
Durham County Council, Licensing Services, PO Box 617, Durham. 
DH1 9HZ
E-Mail: licencing@durham.gov.uk
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application and the maximum fine for which 
a person is liable on summary conviction for the offence is £5,000.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

It was a great weekend for 
St Mary’s U17 squad with a 
fantastic 5-3 win the their 
semi-final of the League 
Cup playing a team two 
divisions above them.
Goals from Bailey Prudhoe 
(2), Ethan Dixon (2) and 
Brandon Thorburn put 
them through to the final 
after being 2-1 down.
The U18s also had an excel-
lent 7-1 league win away 
at Coxhoe  with goals from 
Regan Blakey-Johnson (2), 
Luke Bailey, Alex Goundry, 
Charlie Wigley, Jack Arm-
strong and Declan Lindsay.
The U9 Aces played Mount 
Pleasant in a hard game 
with Dylan Scott starring.
The side fared better in the 
development game with 
Oakley Rhodes, Kyle King 
and Jack Redhead starring.
The U10 Aces had a great 
win over Stockton Town 
with Adam Yates scoring 
twice and Ethan Taite the 
other. 
The U11 Aces had a great 
6-2 win over Ferryhill with 
goals from Ethan Allison 
(3), Fin McGuire, Ethan 

Moore and Rob Worthy.
The U11 Kings also had 
a great 4-2 win over 
Richmond with goals from 
Kieran Pattison (3) and 
Adam Wilson.
The U13 Aces lost for the 
first time in eight weeks 
against a very strong Ea-
glescliffe team.
The U13 Kings lost out 2-1 
away at Richmond with 
Sonny Richardson scoring 
and Luke Simpson starring.
The U14 had a great 4-3 win 
over Mount Pleasant with 
goals from Regan Nixon, 
Luke Atkinson, Joel Manuel 
and Joe Roff.
The club is hoping to take 
delivery of a defibrillator 
within the coming days.
A spokesperson said: “With 
so many players, parents 
and grandparents attend-
ing matches, the club 
thinks it’s a very important 
piece of first aid equip-
ment to have and could 
save a life if needed. 
“This piece of equipment is 
very easy to use and gets 
the heart going again if it 
has stopped.”

St  Mary’s  U17s  into  
cup  final

Bishop Auckland Chairman, Nick Postma with Helen Goodman MP and town mayor, Cllr Ann 
Golightly as they prepare to cut the tape and officially open the new Heritage Park pitch. 

Heritage  Park  pitch  officially  
opened  by  town  dignitaries

Bishop Auckland’s MP 
and town Mayor, Helen 
Goodman and Cllr Ann Go-
lightly were in attendance 
to officially open Bishop 
Auckland FC’s new pitch 
upgrade at Heritage Park 
recently on Saturday 25th  
February.
The project was made 
possible by the generous 
bequest from the late Colin 
Rowel, supplemented by 
a grant from the Premier 
League, through the 
Football Stadia Improve-
ment Fund (FSIF).
Ms Goodman said: “The new 
pitch at Heritage Park will 
have such a positive impact 
on the club’s future. It will 
allow them to complete 
more home games on a top 
quality playing surface, and 

subsequently attract more 
local fans. 
“Sports infrastructure at 
the lower levels is so im-
portant, helping clubs such 
as Bishop Auckland FC to 
progress from the bottom-
up, by having the physical 
provision in place to enable 
planning for the long-term.
“I’d like to thank the club 
for their all hard work 
throughout this project, 
and inviting me to open the 
new pitch today. 
“Of course too, the Premier 
League, through the FSIF, 
whose investment into 
Heritage Park for over a 
decade has enabled the 
club to progress, and 
continue to provide a focal 
football hub for the local 
area.”

Nick Postma, Chairman 
of Bishop Auckland FC, 
said: “The grant from the 
Premier League, through 
the FSIF, has been so grate-
fully received by the club 
and will help us resolve 
our previous issues with 
the pitch being frequently 
waterlogged. 
“We also now have a pitch 
where teams can play good 
football, which will help us 
in our ambition to play at 
the highest level possible.”
The Two Blues went on 
to win the match against 
Seaham Red Star 3-0 with 
top scorer, Andrew Johnson 
notching another brace 
with James Fairley grabbing 
the other. Bishops currently 
lie 6th in Northern League 
Division One.

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

With a ten-point lead going 
into the last set of matches, 
confidence was high within 
Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club’s A-team. 
This confidence showed 
with a 9-0 victory over 
Ormesby ‘C’ with Lee 
Tinkler, Ed Sett and kept 
the pressure on second 
place side Darlington ‘A’ 
before playing them in the 
next round. 
A tense, well fought match 
saw Bishop Auckland take a 
3-1 lead which they never 
surrendered, going on to 
win 6-3. That victory meant 
the team only needed to 
win five matches to retain 
the title, which they did 
comfortably with a 9-0 
victory over Ormseby ‘B’.
Not satisfied with having 
matched last year’s feat 
by winning the league, 
they also matched their 
unbeaten status with a 

7-2 victory over 3rd place 
Ormesby ‘A’. 
The ‘B’ team of Kieron 
Bowes, Alex Dickons John 
Waterworth and Jamie 
Collins exceded all expec-
tation finishing by finishing 
in 5th place - the highest 
placing for a B team. 
The last day saw them 
almost score the perfect 
weekend with victories 
over Darlington ‘B’, North-
umbria and Ormseby ‘C’ 
but in the final game went 
down to second place Dar-
lington ‘A’.  
BATTC is open to players 
of all ages and abilities, 
running weekly coaching 
and social sessions.   
To find out more about 
playing, or to become 
a club sponsor, visit the 
website at www.bisho-
paucklandttc.co.uk, or 
contact Matt Porter on 
07411 018856.

League  title 
defended  for  BATTC 


