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Bishop Auckland Football 
Club will officially open 
their newly renovated pitch 
on Saturday 25th February.
The pitch, which has 
been described as being 
of “Football League 
standard”, has been re-
constructed thanks to a 
£52,000 grant from the 
Premier League, through 
the Football Stadia Im-
provement Fund (FSIF), 
the largest funders of 
non-league football in the 
country. 
The balance of the funding 
used to complete the 
£100,000 project came 
from the bequest of Colin 
Rowell, a loyal supporter 
who died in January 2016 
and left the club over 
£340,000 to be used for 
ground improvements.
The new facility comprises 
new primary and second-
ary drainage and an irriga-
tion system installed under 
the surface which, in dry 
conditions, allows the pitch 
to be watered right up to 
the start of the game.

The pitch is primarily used 
by Bishop Auckland FC in 
the Northern League and 
is also used by the club’s 
Ladies team and, for the 
first time this year, the 
club will be able to allow 
Bishop Auckland St Mary’s 
Under 18’s and other com-
munity groups to play some 
games there. 
This season Middlesbrough 
Football Club’s Under 18 
team have also used the 
surface for some of their 
FA Youth Cup games.
Nick Postma, Chairman of 
Bishop Auckland Football 
Club said: “The grant 
from the Football Stadia 
Improvement Scheme and 
the Colin Rowell bequest 
have been so gratefully 
received by the club to 
help us resolve our issues 
with the pitch, which was 
frequently waterlogged.
We now have a pitch which 
allows teams to play good 
football on a perfect 
surface, which will help us 
in our ambition to play at 
the highest level possible”.

Official  opening  of  
Two  Blues  pitch

Jonathan Ruffer, Chair of Auckland Castle Trust (second left), marks the ground break-
ing of the Welcome Building with (left to right) Darren Cooke, Contracts Director at 
VEST Construction, David Cox, Projects Director, Auckland Castle Trust and Bob Kelly, 
Senior Project Manager, Turner and Townsend.   Picture by Barry Pells, courtesy of Auckland Castle Trust.

Building  a  warm  welcome 

Hundreds of County Durham 
workers are playing their 
part in ensuring visitors to 
the region receive a warm 
welcome.
Ground is now being broken 
on the new £multi-million 

Welcome Building, which 
will stand overlooking the 
Market Place in Bishop 
Auckland from 2018.
The building, which will ul-
timately serve as an infor-
mation hub for local resi-

dents, visitors and tourists, 
has been commissioned by 
regional charity, Auckland 
Castle Trust, as part of a 
£70m project to revitalise 
the area. 
The contract for the 
Welcome Building’s con-
struction, overseen by 
Darlington-founded profes-
sional services company, 
Turner & Townsend, has 
been awarded to Bishop 
Auckland building and en-
gineering firm, VEST Con-
struction.
Over the next 12 months, 
VEST will supervise 
hundreds of workers from 
dozens of sub-contractors, 
all helping to bring the 
building’s ambitious vision 
to life.
Gavin Vest, Managing 
Director of VEST Construc-
tion, said: “We are a locally 
focussed company, special-
ising in projects around the 
North East. 
“It is fantastic now to 
be working on a unique 
building so close to our 
purpose-built base in 
Bishop Auckland and the 
firm, along with all our em-
ployees and subcontractors 

OPEN
EVENING

14 March 2017 • 17:30 - 19:30 

Start@bacoll.ac.uk

www.bacoll.ac.uk
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Bishop Auckland Music 
Society (BAMS) has secured 
a new home for its concerts 
in 2017: the lovely 13th 
century surroundings of St. 
Andrew’s in South Church.
Its regular home for 23 
years, Auckland Castle, is 
currently closed for resto-
ration.
The series begins on 
Friday, 7th April with two 
highly regarded pianists 
and chamber musicians, 
Sarah Beth Briggs and 
James Lisney, combining 
their skills in this exciting 
piano duo. 
Their work focuses particu-

larly on the great works of 
Mozart and Schubert.
On 12th May, BAMS 
welcome back 4 Girls 4 
Harps. 
One of the leading young 
string quartets, The Alauda 
Quartet, formed at The 
Royal Academy of Music in 
2011, will visit to perform 
work by Haydn, Schubert 
and Shostakovitch. 
Sponsored by the Countess 
of Munster Trust Recital 
Scheme, clarinettist 
Matthew Scott teams with 
pianist Daniel King Scott 
on 14th July in a wide-
ranging concert to delight 

New  venue  for  Bishop 
Auckland  Music  Society

from across the region, are 
proud to be playing their 
part in transforming the 
town.”
Supported by The Headley 
Trust, the new Welcome 
Building has been created 
by award-winning Niall 
McLaughlin Architects, 
which specialises in innova-
tive, interpretive buildings 
that remain considerate to 
their surroundings. 
Designed to resemble a 
great wooden siege engine 
drawn against the walls 
of Auckland Castle, the 
building will form a direct 
link between the castle 
and town centre, effec-
tively opening up access to 
a property that remained a 
private residence, closed 
to the public, for 900 years.
Once completed it will 

serve as a starting point for 
visitors to Bishop Auckland, 
as well as a meeting space 
for a wide range of com-
munity events. It will also 
boast a 29m high tower with 
a 15m viewing platform, 
offering unrivalled views 
across the castle grounds, 
town centre and country-
side beyond,
“This is a really unique 
project for us,” said Darren 
Cooke, Contracts Director, 
VEST Construction.  “The 
architects drawings are 
amazing and, while it 
will undoubtedly have 
its challenges, it will be 
remarkable to see the 
building rising on what 
is now an empty patch of 
land.  We’re particularly 
looking forward to putting 
the viewing tower in place 
later this summer.”
The Welcome Building’s 
ground breaking, which 
follows a realignment 
of the Market Place by 
Durham County Council, 
supported by the North 
East Combined Author-
ity (NECA) and North East 
Local Enterprise Partner-
ship (NELEP), marks one 
of the first visible signs of 
Auckland Castle Trust’s re-
vitalisation project.
Jonathan Ruffer, Chair of 
Auckland Castle Trust, 
said: “The Trust is now 
entering the hard hat 
phase on many aspects of 
its future plans, including 
the Welcome Building.  It 
is a pleasure to be working 
with local companies, like 
VEST Construction, and to 
be creating opportunities 
not only directly, but along 
the supply chain.”

From page 1

Bishop Auckland Mayor, Ann Golightly and other campaign volunteers at the first 
fundraising event fo Bishop Auckland and Coundon in Bloom.  

Fundraiser   for  Bishop  Auckland  
and  Coundon  in  Bloom

Bishop Auckland Mayor, 
Anne Golightly, hosted 
a “sparking afternoon 
tea” for the first fundrais-
ing event for the Bishop 
Auckland and Coundon 
in Bloom campaign last 
weekend. 
The Bloom campaign is 
part of the RHS Britain in 
Bloom campaign, a nation-
wide community gardening 
campaign helping people 
improve their local envi-
ronment since 1964.
It covers everything from 
individual gardens to local 
businesses, schools and 
community areas to public 

spaces such as parkland 
and clean-up operations.
The event, held at Fifteas 
Vintage Tearooms in Bishop 
Auckland raised over £400 
for the Bloom campaign, 
and included a raffle with 
a wonderful first prize of a 
Panasonic 32” television, 
kindly donated by Switch 
On as part of their support 
of the campaign.
Introducing the event the 
Mayor highlighted the 
benefits that the Bloom 
campaign could bring 
to Bishop Auckland and 
Coundon, including cleaner 
and greener surround-

ings, a positive impact on 
the local economy and 
increased local pride and 
community empowerment.
She also encouraged all 
in the local communities, 
including businesses and 
individuals, to get involved 
as this was an area where 
they could really make a 
difference.
To find out more about 
the Bishop Auckland 
and Coundon in Bloom 
campaign, visit facebook.
com/BAwithCinBloom or 
sign up to their e-newslet-
ter by emailing BAwithCin-
Bloom@gmail.com.

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

the senses while the series 
culminates on Friday, 8th 
September when Noriko 
Ogawa visits Bishop 
Auckland in what is seen as 
a coup for the Society. Her 
programme will include 
works by Debussy, Chopin 
and Prokofiev, using the 
Society’s fine Steinway 
grand piano.
Advance tickets and season  
tickets are available from 
Brothertons Music Shop or 
by calling Brian Varley on 
01388 606075.

Welcome  Building  
breaks  ground

In Memoriam

Sweet is his memory, Dear is his 
name, Deep in our hearts, He 

will always remain

Allan Bowser

Sadly missed,
Craig & Christine x

29.2.16

SOAPYCAR.COM
07582 570308HAND 

CAR 
WASH

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?
Your existing loyalty cards and 

custom from Bondgate Hand Car 
Wash are more than welcome

|  www.bishopselfstorage.co.uk0800 999 8870

Unit 9
Abraham Enterprise Park
St Helens Auckland
Bishop Auckland
County Durham
DL14 9TT

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

South Church Road, Bishop Auckland
What’s on at the Grand

07463 161961

SAT 3 Mar THE WHOLE HOG
 THIS MACHINE

Sunday Carvery: 12 noon till 4pm
facebook.com/ thegrandbishop

Tuesday Bingo 8.30pm
Thursday Quiz 8.30pm
Friday Karaoke 8 till late
Saturday Band Night

This week’s Band  25th Feb:
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IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

Reaching  Out  Across  Durham   
aims  to  make  a difference
The needs of many people 
aged 25 and over in County 
Durham are still to be met, 
and by working closely with 
these individuals, Reaching 
Out Across Durham (ROAD) 
aims to provide a positive 
experience, with a full 
and personalised package 
of support in a way which 
overcomes barriers and 
challenges perceptions.
A partnership of twelve 
voluntary and community 
organisations, hosted by 
Groundwork NE & Cumbria, 
ROAD wants to make a real 
difference to the lives of 
625 people who aren’t 
currently in any form of 
employment and unable to 
access current provision. 
A Building Better Opportu-

nities Programme, ROAD is 
funded by the Big Lottery 
Fund and the European 
Social Fund until July 2019.
A spokesperson for the 
project said: “Participants 
will receive tailored, 1-to-1 
support from our partners 
and specialists who, via 
ROAD, will compliment 
and add value to existing 
services by working with 
the long-term unemployed 
and economically inactive 
who need support the 
most.
“We will engage with those 
who have chaotic life-
styles, face deep-rooted 
obstacles, have continuing 
health issues and focus on 
the hardest to reach.
“Where applicable, we 

will refer participants 
to the range of excel-
lent programmes already 
delivered in County 
Durham or, if specific gaps 
are identified, provide 
bespoke delivery around 
the themes of health and 
wellbeing and financial 
and digital inclusion.
“We wish to celebrate 
the achievement of those 
who progress by promot-
ing their stories, involv-
ing them in the design 
of activity and enabling 
them to be peer mentors 
to demonstrate real life 
experiences”.
For more information, 
email road@groundwork.
org.uk or call 01207 524 
833.

Members of the Bishop Auckland Fundraising Group of Marie Curie celebrated their 
third birthday by making preparations for the Annual Daffodil Appeal. 

Marie  Curie  Group  celebrates  
third  birthday

The Bishop Auckland Fun-
draising Group of Marie 
Curie celebrated its third 
birthday at its monthly 
meeting with lots of choco-
late! 
Supermarket collections, 
collection tins in local 
outlets, Garden Open Days, 
Blooming Great Tea Parties, 
Curry and Quiz nights to 
name but a few events 
have attracted  enormous 
support and the group 

have been overwhelmed 
by the magnificent total 
of £63,724.90 raised in the 
last 3 years. 
This amazing amount 
has been used to provide 
end of life care by Marie 
Curie Nurses in the Bishop 
Auckland area and the 
group wishes to acknowl-
edge the generosity of 
the people of South West 
Durham without whom this 
would have been possible.

The group is currently 
working towards support-
ing the Daffodil Appeal 
which runs throughout 
March and anyone wishing 
to get involved is invited to 
attend the next meeting on 
the first Tuesday in March 
at 1.30pm at the Commu-
nity Fire Station in Watling 
Road, Bishop Auckland.
For more information 
contact Elizabeth Varley 
on 01388 606075.

To Let

Call 07771 878340 
or 07775 848973

Bishop  Auckland, Market Place
2-Bed Town Houses/

Flats completed to a high 
standard. Furnished or 
unfurnished. DG/CH 

Private parking available.

Rail Excursion
To Liverpool

Direct From Bishop Auckland
Easter Saturday 15th April 2017

Vintage excursion train
Easter eggs for the children

Around 8 hours free time in Liverpool
Standard Class Adult £70
Standard Class Child £45

First Class £110
Book at Bishop Trains, 

Bishop Auckland Station 01388 661394 
or online at www.ba-rail.co.uk/liverpool

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Eight-year-old chronic 
asthma sufferer, Thomas 
German-Iddon from Bishop 
Auckland was inspired to 
take part in a non-stop 
clubathon dance fundraiser 
when his uncle Derek sadly 
passed away at the age 
of 50 after suffering from 
Motor Neurone Disease.
The clubbathon took place 
on 4th February at KIng 
James 1st Academy and 
was supported by fitness 
coach, Robert Proud.
Thomas’s mother, Suzanne 
said: “A couple of weeks 
ago, when his uncle sadly 
passed away, Thomas 
decided he wanted to 
remember him and raise 
vital funds for the Motor 
Neurone Disease Associa-
tion. So far he has raised a 
fantastic £210. 
“We are so proud of Thomas 
as it takes alot of stamina 
and confidence, yet he 

never stopped dancing. He 
has such a big heart and 
we hope that readers will 
help him achieve his goal 
of raising as much money 
as possible. 
Anyone wishing to contrib-
ute can visit Thomas’s fun-
draising page at justgiving.
com/fundraising/Thomas-
germaniddon.

Thomas  raising  
funds  for  MND 

Asthma sufferer, Thomas 
is raising funds for MND in 
memory of his uncle. 
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Bike4Life is a weekly cycle 
ride out of Auckland Castle 
for adult cyclists, adults 
lacking confidence on a bike 
and for beginners wishing 
to get into cycling or just to 
try something different.
The rides are led by volun-
teer trained ride leaders 
along local cycle routes 
and last between one to 
two hours.
“Cycling is one of the 
easiest ways to become 
more active and health-
ier due to it being a low 
impact activity,” said a 
spokesperson. “It gives 
you the chance to explore 
the outdoors, get to know 
your local area, meet new 
people and have fun.
“To get started, you should 

wear clothing and footwear 
you are comfortable to 
cycle in.
“Make sure your trouser 
bottoms are not too loose 
or are able to be tucked 
into your socks.
“Dress for the weather 
conditions and bring along 
a bottle of water.
“A bike and helmet can be 
provided by us or you can 
bring your own as long as 
they are in a road worthy 
condition.”
Bike4Life meets inside 
Auckland Castle grounds 
on Monday mornings 
from 9.45am, through the 
archway and straight ahead. 
Look for the Bike4Life sign. 
For further information 
contact 07951 909387.

Bike4Life  for  free  in  
Bishop  Auckland

Simone Price has gone from possible paralysis to preparing to take on her first 
marathon after life-changing brain surgery. 

Simone  set  for  first  marathon  
after  life  changing  brain  surgery

Three years after a brain 
operation that saved her 
from possible paralysis, 
determined West Auckland 
mother, Simone Price is 
preparing to take on her 
first marathon.
Simone will be one of three 
colleagues from the Tyne 
Rivers Trust taking part in 
the Active Northumberland 
Kielder Marathon 2017.
The mum of two fell ill in 
2013 and was diagnosed 
with the rare Arnold Chiari 
malformation, where the 
lower part of the brain 
presses against the spinal 
chord. Symptoms included 
pressure headaches, 
tinnitus and speech diffi-
culties and could have left 
her paralysed.
But, following decom-
pression surgery in 2014, 
she joined the Evenwood 
Road Runners in 2015 
and has gone from strug-
gling to walk to having 
twice tackled the Active 
Northumberland Kielder 
Half Marathon. Now she is 

training for the grueling 
26-mile Kielder Marathon 
route, circumnavigating 
Kielder Water in Northum-
berland.
Simone is a Volunteer Co-
ordinator at Tyne Rivers 
Trust and will be joined on 
the marathon by Project 
Manager Jack Bloomer 
and Operations Director 
Douglas Phillips. They will 
raise funds for the Trust 
through their efforts.
Simone said: “I was 
training for the Great 
North Run when I fell ill. 
So I was encouraged when 
I was struggling with my 
balance, immediately after 
the surgery, to get back 
into running and set myself 
challenges. I’m okay now, 
but appreciate life more 
than ever before, knowing 
I could have lost so much.
“I’ve done the Active 
Northumberland Kielder 
Half Marathon twice and 
have some more half mara-
thons lined up as training, 
but I am really looking 

forward to the Kielder 
Marathon with Douglas and 
Jack.
“Jack is a keen runner, but 
it’s been some time since 
Douglas did any running, so 
we all have our challenges 
and goals that we are 
looking to conquer.
“I see first-hand what a 
fantastic charity the Trust 
is and we wouldn’t be able 
to do all the great work we 
do without volunteers and 
funding, so we really want 
this marathon to help us 
make a difference.”
The Active Northumber-
land Kielder Marathon 
takes place on Sunday, 
October 8, as part of an 
exciting weekend of races 
on the banks of Kielder 
Water.
Anyone who wants to 
support Simone and her 
colleagues can donate 
through Virgin Money 
Giving on the Tyne Rivers 
Trust 2017 campaign page 
http://tyneriverstrust.org/
support-us/donate/.

Car  Repairs

All Makes & Models - 

Serviced and Repaired

MOT - Diagnostics

Specialising in Mitsubishi

7A Chester Street
Bishop Auckland
County Durham

Dl14 7LP

Bishitech@yahoo.com

07707189898Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 25th Feb, 2pm 

Brian Seymour Domino 
Handicap Charity Event

Sat 25th KARAOKE
Sun 26th TIME CHECK

Sat 4th Mar ANDREW KING 
(Elvis Tribute)

Sun 5th THREE ODD SHOES  

Burglars  steal  from 
disabled  woman
On Sunday, 19th February 
a disabled woman was 
targeted in her own home 
by burglars.
A spokesperson for Durham 
Constabulary said: “Some 
time between 5pm and 
7.30m, while she was 
asleep in her bedroom, 
someone entered her 
bungalow just off Lowther 
Road on Woodhouse Close 
Estate and searched her 
bedside cabinet.
“The intruder(s) removed 

the woman's mobile phone 
from the room and in the 
bedside cabinet found a 
set of keys, which included 
those to her Renault Scenic 
parked outside.
“Fortunately, for some 
reason they didn't take the 
vehicle and steps have now 
been taken to ensure the 
car is secure.
“If anyone has information 
please ring 101 and ask for 
PC Paul Canvin, who is the 
officer in the case.”

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk
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Young learners at the NECCTA traingin centre in the Four Clocks are hoping to raise 
plenty of funds for Bradley Lowery with a Pancake Party and raffle. 

Learners  to  raise  funds  for  
Bradley  with  Pancake  Party

A group of young adults 
based at NECCTA in The 
Four Clocks Centre, Bishop 
Auckland, have clubbed 
together to raise money 
for cancer-stricken young 
Sunderland fan, Bradley 
Lowrey by making pancakes 
and awarding prizes.
Attendees at the NECCTA 
will be holding a Pancake 
Party and raffle for young  
Bradley at The Four Clocks 
Centre on 28th February 
between 10am and 

12.30pm. 
Training Adviser, Mark 
Dickinson explained: “My 
learners wanted to raise 
money for  young Bradley 
after seeing him on TV and 
social media. 
“They decided to host a 
raffle with kind support 
and donations from local 
businesses and the support 
of staff within the centre.
“It’s all their own work. 
They are a pretty amazing 
bunch of young people.”

Christy Richardson, one of 
the young people taking 
part in the fundraising 
said: “There will be lots 
of different flavours of 
pancakes and great prizes 
to be won. It should be a 
great laugh. All we need is 
people to turn up.”
For further details or to 
donate, contact mark 
Dickinson on mark@necc-
training.co.uk or pop into 
the Four Clocks and ask for 
NECCTA.

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Bishop Auckland Funeralcare
Fylands House, Tindale Crescent, DL14 9AS 
01388 603 525
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

Age UK County Durham’s 
Come Eat Together Team 
have been working in part-
nership with Coundon and 
Leeholme Community As-
sociation to bring the over 
50’s in the area together 
with food.
Taking place in the historic 
Leeholme Welfare Hall 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month, residents of 
Coundon and Leeholme 
enjoy a home style two 
course meal, delivered in 
by The Sandwich Shop. 
Meals include traditional fa-
vourites such as shepherd’s 

pie, mince and dumplings 
and roast dinners, followed 
by a warm dessert.
It’s not just lunch on offer, 
there’s also the chance to 
catch up with new and old 
friends over a cuppa. 
As well as joining in a 
variety of after lunch ac-
tivities such as quizzes and 
bingo.
Volunteers from Coundon 
and Leeholme Community 

Coundon  and Leeholme  Lunch  
Club

HW

Association are thrilled 
with the lunches and 
welcome anyone over 50 to 
come along. A two course 
lunch with tea or coffee is 
£5.50. 
The next lunch will be held 
on Tuesday 21 March from 
12.30pm. 
For more information and 
to book your place contact 
the Come Eat Together 
Team on 0191 3746577.

facebook.com/
bishoppress

Winner of Visit County 
Durham’s Tourism Su-
perstar 2016 award, Alan 
Anderson, has been short-
listed for a prestigious 
national prize.
Alan, who has worked as 
park ranger at Auckland 
Castle, Bishop Auckland, 
for more than 17 years, is 
one of ten finalists across 
the country to have made 
the shortlist for VisitEng-
land’s Tourism Superstar 
2017 award.
The hardworking ranger 
unlocks the gates of the 
park daily at 5am – even on 
Christmas Day – and is out 
come rain, snow or shine 
maintaining 200 acres 
of ancient parkland and 
woodland and enhancing 
the natural habitat of the 
local wildlife.
As well as tending to the 
deer park and gardens, he 
also runs school holiday 
activities, undertakes a 
wide range of conservation 
work, and volunteers for 
additional tasks, including 
greeting castle visitors.
Alan was put forward for 
the national award by 
Visit County Durham, after 
winning the destination 
management organisa-
tion’s Durham Tourism 
Superstar competition in 
2016. The national award 
will be decided by a na-
tionwide public vote.
Alan was originally nomi-
nated by his colleagues 
at Auckland Castle Trust 

Vote  for  Tourism  
Superstar  Alan

because of his warm and
engaging personality and 
enthusiastic dedication 
to his demanding outdoor 
role.
He said: “I was absolutely 
astounded to be named 
Durham Tourism Superstar. 
And even more so, to be 
nominated for the national 
award. It’s flattering to 
be recognised for doing a 
job I absolutely love and 
it would be amazing to be 
supported by the North 
East in the public vote.”
Voting is now open and 
closes on March 29th. To 
vote for Alan, visit: www.
thisisdurham.com/vote.
The winner will be an-
nounced during English 
Tourism Week 2017, which 
runs from 25th March to 
2nd April.

Alan Anderson is short-
listed for the national 
Tourism Superstar 2017 
award, which is voted for 
by the public.

V.B.M joinery & roofing

All aspects of 
joinery & roofing 

undertaken, including 
internal and external 

joinery.
Pitched and flat roofs, 

tiling, slates and repairs.
Fascia, soffits & guttering.

Tel David: 07824 702514
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Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership’s next Board 
meeting will be held on 
Thursday 2nd March, 
from 6pm-8pm at Bishop 
Auckland Football Club, 
Heritage Park.

A spokesperson said: “If 
you would like to attend 
the meeting please contact 
a member of the team 
on 03000 268 663 or by 
emailing bishopshildon-
aap@durham.gov.uk to 
register your place.

BASH  AAP  Board  
meeting  in  Bishop

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

quality  car  sales
long established  |  low rate finance  |  debit/

credit cards accepted  |  hpi checked  |  part 
exchange welcome  |  rac approved dealer 

 01388 778492FIND US ON FACEBOOK

The Council, on 20/02/17 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic a 70m length of 
Victoria Avenue between its junctions with Kingsway and Newgate Street, Bishop 
Auckland to enable gas main improvement works to be undertaken.  It will also be 
necessary to temporarily suspend Article 8 relative to Schedule 5 of the County 
Council of Durham (Bishop Auckland Town Centre)(Traffic Management) Order 
2005 to permit a disabled persons vehicle which displays in the relevant position 
a disabled persons badge; and also vehicles requiring access for the purpose of 
goods to be loaded onto or unloaded from the vehicle to access Newgate Street 
from Tenters Street. The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the 
Order is 18 months and is required from 22/02/17 and for the duration of the works, 
anticipated to be 2 weeks. However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for closures 
may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.   Alternative route:  There 
is no signed alternative route.

Dated: 25 February 2017

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(VICTORIA AVENUE (WEST), BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2017

Big  Spring  Clean  Litter  Pick  in 
Castle  Chare  Woods
Residents are invited to 
take part in a commu-
nity litter pick in the Castle 
Chare Woods on Saturday 
11th March from 10am to 12 
noon.  The work in Castle 
Chare Woods follows three 
successful litter picks in 
the Dell Woods near King 
James Academy under-
taken by local residents as 
part of LitterFree Durham’s 
annual Big Spring Clean.  
Castle Chare path is one 
of the original roads into 
Bishop Auckland market 
place. It runs through 
the woods from near the 
Grade II listed stone bridge 
over the River Gaunless 
at Durham Chare up to 
Kinsgway, a newer road 
that splits this section from 
the final part of the path 

into the market.  Although 
the path is largely disused, 
the woods are an important 
component of the wildlife 
habitat corridor along the 
river. Copious wild garlic 
and bluebells are to be 
found there in the spring.
A horse trough (also a 
Grade II listed monument), 
erected by the Temper-
ance Society in 1873, is 
situated at the entrance to 
the woods near the bridge 
on Durham Chare. 
Mario Rea, a local resident, 
is currently leading efforts 
to secure council support 
for restoration of the horse 
trough and improvements 
to the surrounding area.
A litter pick of the woods 
is badly needed, as much 
litter has been dumped 

there over the years 
and it is not regularly 
removed.   With increased 
tourist interest in Bishop 
Auckland, a cleaned up 
Castle Chare path will 
make a nice walking route 
for people interested in ex-
ploring the town’s history. 
A spokesperson said: 
“Please come along and 
join friends and neighbours 
on 11th March to help out. 
“Bags and litter picks will 
be provided, but please 
bring your own gardening 
gloves and wear sturdy 
footwear. Contact Martha 
on 07984 756080 or join us 
on the day. We will meet 
by the horse trough at the 
entrance to the woods on 
Durham (Gib) Chare across 
the road from The Dell.”

Gaulness  Gateway  small  grants  
making  a  big difference
The Gaunless Gateway 
Partnership has allocated 
£20,000 in grants to local 
community groups in South 
West Bishop Auckland.
Eight groups were allocat-
ed funding of up to £3,000 
each, enabling a wide 
range of project activities 
from piloting a programme 
supporting older people to 
get better connected digi-
tally to new after school 
sessions improving young 
peoples’ knowledge and 
practical skills to improve 
health and wellbeing.   
The grants provided are 
part of the £1 million Big 
Lottery funded project in 
the area, with additional 
funds being supplied by 
County Durham Community 
Foundation.
Successful applicants had 
to demonstrate how they 
met one or more of the key 
Partnership objectives of: 
Creating new jobs; Improv-
ing health and wellbeing; 
Addressing crime and com-
munity safety; Providing 
activities for children and 

young people and Bringing 
different generations 
together.
At the Gaunless Gateway 
Partnership’s first AGM, 
held on 7th February at the 
Community Parish Room, 
West Auckland, represent-
atives of groups were given 
the opportunity to explain 
how funds would be spent.
Successful applicant 
John Wiseman, Business 
Development Manager 
from Auckland Youth and 
Community Centre, Wood-
house Close, said: “We’re 
delighted to have received 
a Gaunless Gateway small 
grant of £3,000 towards 
running an after schools 
pilot project.
“The project helps more 
young people to develop 
new skills and to increase 
their knowledge around 
their health and wellbeing. 
“More importantly, this 
award will give them a 
chance to try out new 
things such as healthy 
cooking and eating sessions 
in a fun practical way, 

widening their horizons.” 
Christine Wilson, Chair 
of the Gaunless Gateway 
Partnership Board said: 
“It’s one thing to assess 
a grant on paper but an 
event such as this, where  
the Board and local people 
hear first hand from groups 
themselves , brings project 
activities to life and we un-
derstand the longer term 
benefits and potential 
lasting change small grants 
can make.”
Mr Wiseman further com-
mented: “This event has 
allowed us to showcase our 
work more widely to resi-
dents and groups across the 
Gaunless Gateway area.
“This is particularly impor-
tant to us, as we’ve a great 
track record of delivery but 
not everyone may be aware 
of what we do.”
The Partnership is a 
resident led organisation 
representing the communi-
ties of Cockton Hill, Hen-
knowle, Woodhouse Close/
Tindale Crescent, St Helens 
and West Auckland.

Pupils at Bishop Barrington 
School in Bishop Auckland 
are hoping to tackle the 
national issue of cyber 
bullying head on by making 
a video.  
The video will feature real 
examples of cyber bullying 
and show how it affects 
everybody involved. 
It is hoped that it will be 
a powerful tool in changing 
behaviours and will be 
available for other schools 
to use.  
A school strategy group 
comprising students, 
parents, police officers and 
specialist staff has been 
established to raise aware-
ness about the video and 
funds to help produce it. 
Head Teacher Jackie Gent 
said: “Although it happens 

outside of school, cyber 
bullying can affect pupils’ 
mental health, achieve-
ments in school”.
“Pupils deserve to be 
happy and do well in all 
aspects of their life. 
“It is our duty as educa-
tors and parents to do 
everything in our power to 
achieve these aims and this 
video will really make a dif-
ference.”
There will also be special 
themed assemblies by 
members of the strategy 
group and a non-uniform 
day is also planned. 
School ambassadors who 
have had personal experi-
ence of cyber bullying 
will also be appointed and 
trained to work with pupils 
of all age ranges. 

Anti  cyber  bullying 
video
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On Thursday 9th March, 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church is holding a Big 
Brew event. 
“Join us if you can for coffee 
and a Tradecraft stall from 

10am to 12 noon,” said a 
spokesperson.  
“Everyone is also welcome 
to attend the Communion 
Service which starts at 
9.30am.”

Big  Brew  at  
Methodist  Church

Popular PC, Gavin Smith, 
who passed away recently 
after battling cancer.

Durham  Constabulary  mourn  
passing  of  popular  PC
 Durham Constabulary is 
mourning the death of one 
of its officers, PC Gavin 
Smith, who lived in Bishop 
Auckland.
‘Gav’, who was part of the 
Police Interceptors team, 
passed away on Wednesday 
morning, February 15th 
aged just 34.
Gav had recently under-
gone treatment for cancer 
which had spread to his 
spine. 
He was treated in hospital 
and was then allowed to 
return home and received 
an escort from his col-
leagues.
It was at home he sadly 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by his family. 
He leaves wife Kezi and 
daughter Tilly, four.
Kezi said: “I would like to 
thank everyone for their 
kind words and support 
which has been over-
whelming.
“It has been a real comfort 
to both me and Tilly that he 
was so well regarded by so 
many.
“We will both miss him so 
very much.”

Gav, who was originally 
from Whitley Bay, had been 
with Durham Constabulary 
for 12 years and worked 
with the Roads Policing 

Unit out of the Spennymoor 
station.
Colleagues had been fund-
raising to send him and his 
family away for a weekend.
Sadly, that was not possible 
but proceeds will be passed 
on for them to use in 
whichever way they see fit.
Inspector Ed Turner said: 
“Gav was extremely 
popular with colleagues 
and always had a smile on 
his face. 
“He really was a glass half-
full kind of guy and even 
right towards the end he 
was thinking about other 
people and about support-
ing his family.
“He will be sorely missed 
by all at the force.”

Join between 24 - 28 February and get 
March for free with nothing to pay until April 2017
Ask in site or visit us online: www.durham.gov.uk/leisurecentrememberships

Are you ready for a better you?
It starts here

St Andrew’s Primary School 
hosts a Parent and Toddler 
Group on Wednesday 
mornings from 9am until 
10am in the school hall. 
“We offer the full space 
of the hall for the children 
to play as well as a messy 
area for children to learn, 

said a spokesperson. 
“We are hoping to attract 
children of all ages to come 
along and join in with their 
parents. 
“There is a small charge of 
£1 for refreshments but all 
activities are provided free 
of charge.”

Parent  and  Toddler  
Group  at  St  Andrew’s

The Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland held a curry and 
quiz night at the Spice 
Lounge, Bishop Auckland 
on Monday February 13th.
£758 was raised for local 
charities. A spokesper-

son said: “Thanks to Issy 
and his staff at the Spice 
Lounge for providing ex-
cellent food with great 
service, and to all the 
guests who contributed to 
a most enjoyable evening”. 

Rotary  Club  raises  
funds  with  curry  night

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

House For Sale
Very cheap indeed!
2/3 bedroomed mid 

terrace house in central 
Shildon. A good, well 
maintained property.

For more details please ring

07974 094 544
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

The 11th Bishop Auckland 
Bribar 2 star took place on 
Sunday 12th February with 
70 players from all over 
England taking part, but 
the event still saw some 
strong performances from 
the home players.
Ben Mold started the day 
by achieving runners-up 
spot  in the u11 Boys. 
Ashton and Halle Tallentire, 

playing in their first ranking 
event, both reached 4th 
places finishes.
The under 13’s girls saw 
both Anya Milne and Amy 
Mold, who had a great win 
in the group over higher 
ranked Katie Bates, reach 
the quarter finals of the 
main event before losing to 
the two eventual finalists.
Luke Mitchell reached the 

Table  Tennis  players  descend  on  Bishop  for  2  Star

St  Mary’s  latestGeorgia  sets  personal  best  at  
Indoor  Rowing  Championships

The U13 Kings had a great 
5-1 win away at Skelton 
with Kyle Blacklock scoring 
3 and Sonny Richardson 2.
The U15 Kings lost out 
2-1 in a very close game 
against Wynyard with 
Charlie Malcolm scoring.
The U18s climbed to 2nd in 
the league with 2 games in 
hand with a 4-1 win against 
Hebburn. Goals came from 
Steven Taylor, Charlie 
Wigley, Regan Blakey and 
a Luke Bailey penalty. They 
now play Hartlepool on 
Sunday (26th) in the semi 
final of the League Cup.
The U7 Aces played away 
at Darlington with Blake 
Taylor and Luke Thompson 
performing well. 
The U8 Kings had a great 
win over Golden Flats 
playing some excellent 
possession football.  Jake 
Wilkinson  scored an in-
credible 9 goals with 1 
each for Joel Carline, Dylan 
Cook and Isaac Chambers. 
The U9 Aces lost out to 
Spraire Lads.
The U10 Kings had a great 
performance against Leven 

with Cobie Woods scoring 
3 and Dan Walton one. The 
U10 Aces lost out to the 
other Leven team.
The U12 Kings had a fantas-
tic 2-1 win over Stockton 
Town with Bailey Jones and 
Luke Pinkney scoring.
The club now has some first 
aid, referee level 1 courses 
and Youth Module 1 courses 
available to any other clubs 
in the community. Anoyone 
interested should visit  
www.basmj.net.
The U10 Aces are mascots 
this Saturday for BAFC 
against Seaham Red Star at 
Heritage Park.
The club is now open for 
places in the annual tour-
nament for U7 to U16 age 
groups on July 15/16th. 
Contact the website for 
forms.
Four St Mary’s players: 
Luke Bailey, Carl Robinson, 
Gareth McMahon and 
Dominic Curl are represent-
ing Durham County U18’s in 
the County FA Youth Cup 
semi final this weekend. 
The club wishes them the 
best of luck.

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Richard Dawson from Petro-Diesel
and also Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House Garage in Bishop
Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service To Customers With
6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A Breakdown Repair Service
Covering All Main Dealer Warranties on All Parts And Servicing

On Sunday 5th February, 
Georgia Abbott (pictured, 
right), a Year 8 pupil at 
Bishop Barrington School, 
travelled to the Manches-
ter Velodrome to take 
part in the English Indoor 
Rowing Championships.
Georgia, who is also the 
current Royal UK Miss in 
the Pre-Teen division, only 
began rowing four months 
ago. She trains with Tyne 
United Rowing Club, based 
in Newburn, Gateshead, 
three times a week.  
She finished 12th out of 28 
competitors from around 
the Country in the Girls J13 
category, although not in 
a medal winning position, 
she set a new PB for the 
three minute time trial of 
705 metres.  
She is now looking forward 
to the start of the outdoor 
rowing season where she 
is hoping to be able to 
compete in a number of 
the local regattas either 
in a single, double or quad 
team.

quarter finals of the under 
13’s while the plate event 
saw Alex Robinson come 
runner up, beating higher 
ranked Sam Lowe in the 
quarter finals. 
Sean Stobart did really well 
and just missed out on a 
place in the final, going 
down in the semis having 
beaten Ben Mold in the 
quarters.

After a slow start to the 
day, Troy Maddison found 
himself in the plate event 
and made up for it by only 
dropping one set on his 
way to the final where he 
came back from 2 -1 down 
to take the title. 
He nearly ended up playing 
Adam Hanby, who lost in 
the semis having knocked 
out Jacob Martindale in 
the quarters. Kieron Bowes 
also reached the quarters 
with Hayden Gilmour, Matt 
Pearson, and Alex Robinson 
losing out in the last 16
The Cadet Girls saw Anya 
again reach the quarter 
finals with Emma Smith and 
Amy Mold both losing out in 
the semis of the plate. 
The junior girls saw Emma 
Smith go one further 
reaching the final against 
Courtney Mole with 
clubmate Courtney winning 
in a tough five set match. 
The junior boys saw 
players taking it in turns 
to knock each other out. 
Lee Tinkler reached the 

quarters having beaten Ed 
Sett in the last 16. Jack 
Jacomb reached the semis 
beating Max Duffin in the 
last 16 and then Sam Hume 
who had been beaten Troy 
Maddison in the last 16. 
The plate saw Alex Dickons, 
John Waterworth, Hayden 
Gilmour and Jacob Mar-
tindale all bow out in the 
last 16 with Kieron Bowes 
and Jamie Collins going 
one round further to the 
quarters and Adam Hanby 
again missing out on a final 
place at the last hurdle, 
going down in the semi 
finals.

Greenheart
Garden Design and Maintenance

 • Maintaining and caring  
for existing gardens and  
unlocking potential.

 • Finding solutions to maximise 
your family’s use of the 
garden.

For a FREE consultation 
contact Richard Massey on

07969 499822
/greenheartdesign


