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An historic garden that 
was once the private 
domain of the Bishops of 
Durham is to be brought 
back to life for the enjoy-
ment of all in a stunning 

Planning  permission  granted  
for  walled  garden  revival

multi-million pound 21st-
century reworking.
The ambitious £10m re-
development was granted 
planning permission by 
Durham County Council on 

Thursday 17th March. 
And the news means the 
Auckland Castle Trust 
can now move forward 
with transforming the 
17th century Walled 
Garden from a dereIict 
and decaying space into a 
showpiece of contempo-
rary horticultural design.
At the heart of the ambi-
tious project is a series 
of dramatic and futuristic 
freeform glass and steel 
structures in the shape 
of giant bubbles that will 
house a restaurant, cafes, 
event areas, and exotic 
fruit trees.
The remainder of the 2.5 
acre site which is bordered 
by the River Gaunless, will 
be remodelled with a new 
path layout, replanting 
of the terracing and rein-
statement and repair of 
the Bishops’ Stairs.
The cutting-edge design 
is the work of multi-
award winning Japanese 
architectural firm SANAA, 
responsible for, among 
others, creating London’s 
acclaimed Serpentine 

Bishop Auckland Town Hall 
is showing a powerful film 
on Thursday 31st March at 
7.30pm.
Suffragette is a drama that 
tells an inspirational story 
of the foot soldiers of the 
early feminist movement, 
women who were forced 
underground to pursue a 
dangerous game of cat and 
mouse with an increas-
ingly brutal state. The 
film stars Carey Mulligan, 
Helena Bonham-Carter 
and multiple Oscar-winner, 
Meryl Streep. 

Tickets are £5 for the 
12A film which has strong 
language and violence. 
On Thursday 7th April the 
film Brooklyn will be shown 
and is about an Irish im-
migrant who lands in 1950’s 
Brooklyn and falls in love 
with a local. When her past 
catches up with her she 
must choose between two 
countries. The film, which 
contains strong language 
and moderate sex is cert 
12A and tickets cost £5.
Book tickets on 03000 269 
524.

Films  at  Bishop  
Auckland  Town  Hall

Durham County Council has granted Auckland Castle planning permission to revive 
the historic garden with a stunning multi-million pound 21st-century reworking. 

GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

 Friday 1st April
LIGHTWATER VALLEY
 (ADMIN NOT INCLUDED)

Adult: £10.00 Child £9.00

Saturday 2nd April
YORK

Adult: £12.00 Child £11.00

Saturday 2nd April
SCARBOROUGH

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Saturday 2nd April
BLACKPOOL

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Wednesday 6th April
ADVENTURE VALLEY
 (ADMIN NOT INCLUDED)

Adult: £9.00 Child £8.00

Saturday 9th April 
BLACKPOOL

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
www.garnettscoaches.com

Saturday 2nd April
WHITBY

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Saturday 9th April
WHITBY

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

Games Nights   |   Cocktail Nights
Live Entertainment

Karaoke every Thursday from 4pm
Showing live sports on 3 plasmas

Good selection of wines, beers, lagers & spirits

Drinks promotions
Food served all day.

Sunday lunches 
served from

 April 3rd
12 till 2pm

Refurb completed
New bar, new dance 
floor, new lighting 

and a WELCOMING 
ATMOSPHERE

Wellbeing for Life are 
offering a free eight-week 
healthy lifestyle course 
to be enjoyed by the resi-
dents of Bishop Auckland 
completely free of charge.
The course, which com-
mences on Friday 15th April 
includes health checks, 
personal plans, weekly 
weigh ins, gentle exercise 

and practical cooking and 
is located at Woodhouse 
Close Community Church.
You can book a place 
by contacting Kathryn 
Harbin on 07826 884684 or 
kharbin@nhs.net or Megan 
McDonald on 078 279 81736 
or meganmcdonald1@nhs.
net. Space is limited so 
don’t delay, book today!

Free  health course 
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

A family friendly Easter egg hunt will take place on three consecutive days from Friday 
25th March to Monday 28th March at Auckland Castle. 

Auckland  Castle  offer  variety  
of  Easter  events

There is a variety of Easter-
themed events on offer at 
Auckland Castle for both 
adults and children to 
enjoy.
On Friday 25th March to 
Monday 28th March there 
will be an Easter weekend 
of family fun where visitors 
can partake in an exciting 
Easter egg hunt (10am to 
4pm) or an Egg Decorating 
and Cress Heads session (12-
3pm). The Easter egg hunt 
costs £1 per child but other 
activities are free and 
included in the entry ticket 
fee to the castle. 
On Wednesday 30th March 
from 12-3pm, a flower 
planting activity will take 
place. Inspired by the 
castle’s Plots and Spangles 
exhibition, visitors can go 
crazy for all things floral 
by planting a flower and 
decorating their own flower 
pots. 
On Thursday 31st March 
and Thursday 7th April at 
12pm, 1pm and 2pm visitors 
can participate in a fossils 
family tour. The tour, which 
starts from the visitor re-
ception, will guide visitors 
through the secret parts 
of the castle, where they 
can learn about the castle’s 

past and about how St 
Hild (featured in a stained 
glass window in St Peter’s 
Chapel) had a fossil named 
after her. This is followed 
by the opportunity to join 
in with the fossil rubbing 
station where visitors can 
create their own placemats 
to take home.
On Saturday 2nd April 
and Sunday 3rd April from 
12 noon to 3pm readers 
can hunt down Auckland 
Castle’s feathered friends 
on an indoor trail, before 
trying their hand at crafts 
or listening in on the 
Gruffalo storytelling in the 
Pavilion. All activities are 
drop-in and storytelling 
begins at 1.30pm.
On Wednesday 6th April 
at 1-2pm and 2-3pm, 
adults and children can 
discover the stories of the 
young Knight Pollard on an 
exciting trail around the 
Auckland Castle Deer Park. 
The event is recommended 
for under 10s and the trail 
leaves from the castle 
reception and will last ap-
proximately one hour. The 
activity is not suitable for 

pushchairs.
On Friday 1st April and 
Friday 8th April from 
1.30-2.30pm, visitors can 
partake in a family session 
to explore the beautiful 
flowers featured in the 
castle’s current Plots and 
Spangles exhibition.
The “Signs of Spring” ex-
ploration will herald the 
new season on Saturday 9th 
and Sunday 10th April from 
12-3pm. Vistors can go and 
see what signs of spring 
they can discover on this 
self-led nature stick trail 
around the castle grounds
The above activities are 
all included in the castle’s 
entry fee.
Last but not least, the 
“Bird Boxes” activity, on 
Monday 4th April from 
12-3pm, offers visitors the 
chance to get creative in 
the company of the castle’s 
outdoor team, and learn 
how to build their very own 
bird home all for an afford-
able price of £2.
The activity is recom-
mended for children aged 
six years and over with 
parental guidance.

A few tickets remain avail-
able for the Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Lee Brownson’s 
Charity Civic Ball.
The Ball will take place on 
Saturday 9th April at 7pm 
in the Throne Room at 
Auckland Castle. 
There will be drinks upon 
arrival followed by a three 
course dinner and tickets 
cost £40 per person. 
All proceeds raised at the 
event will go to the Mayor’s 

chosen charity, Help for 
Heroes. 
The theme of the evening 
will be the ‘Rat Pack era’ 
and entertainment will be 
from the award winning 
entertainer, Chris Dakers.
Spaces are limited so 
interested readers must 
contact Sheila Horner as 
soon as possible on 01388 
609852 or email council@
bishopauckland-tc.gov.uk 
to reserve their ticket.

A  few  tickets  remain  
for  the Mayor’s  Ball

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets| Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades| Inspection & Testing |

 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 
All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |

No Job Too Big or Too Small
Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

The Shildon Garden Guild 
will be open for business 
on Easter Sunday morning 

from 8.30am to 11.30am. 
Shoppers are encouraged 
to shop early. 

Easter opening times 

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sat 26th March THE FINE TIME
Sun 27th March E L I
Sat 2nd April JD & THE WOODSMEN
Sun 3rd April 1 0 1
Sat 9th April WAINSTONES

March and April Live Bands
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Last year’s Food festival was a success and this year there will be even more treats for 
the townsfolk to sample, as well as a variety of culinary lessons for all ages.  

Bishop  Auckland  Food  Festival 
returns  in  April

Families are set to enjoy 
some deliciously good days 
out as Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival (BAFF) 
returns for 2016.
The annual showcase of 
great North grub, located 
in the market place and 
castle grounds, will bring 
over 150 producers and 
traders together for a 
weekend of foodie fun on 
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 
24th April.
Cllr Neil Foster, Durham 
County Council’s cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration and culture, 
said: “This is the hottest 
event in the county’s 
culinary calendar, with 
more than 38,000 people 
visiting last year.
“It is a fantastic event not 
just for Bishop Auckland 
but also for the wider area.
“As well as offering a great 
day out for all the family, 
it gives stallholders, who 
come from around the 
region, a platform on which 

to show off their produce.
“It also boosts the regional 
economy by hundreds of 
thousands of pounds.
“With another great line-up 
planned for 2016, I’m sure 
we can expect the crowds 
to turn out in force once 
again.”
This year BAFF will 
welcome everything from 
brilliant barbecue to truly 
tempting chocolate, with 
masterclasses for both 
adults and children, a 
range of cracking craft 
beers, wines and spirits, 
the “Big Bish Bake-Off” and 
the return of the legendary 
Bishop Auckland Pancake 
Race.
The festival’s pop-up 
restaurant, sponsored by 
Sainsbury’s and Bishop 
Auckland College, returns, 
this time in the form of an 
Indian street food bazaar.
The “Urban Rajah” and his 
team will be cooking up 
mouth-watering “burotis” 
– roti style wraps packed 

with chicken, lamb or 
paneer cheese, basmati 
rice and zesty kachumber 
salad.
Visitors will also be able 
to get more hands on than 
ever before with mas-
terclasses in charcuterie 
making, cheese tasting, 
chocolate making, knife 
skills, wine tasting or gin 
making.
For the children there’ll 
be pizza-making, fun with 
the Whalley Range All-Stars 
Pig theatre, The Vegeta-
ble Nannies and The Liver 
Cottage Kitchen. And if 
the food all gets too much 
adults can always visit the 
ever-popular Tipple Tent.
BAFF is a Durham County 
Council event supported 
by Bishop Auckland Town 
Council and The Auckland 
Castle Trust. Find out more 
about the festival and 
how to buy tickets for the 
master classes by visiting 
the website at bishopauck-
landfoodfestival.co.uk.

meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

MUTLEY’S
Dog Grooming

Nails Clipped - Eyes/Ears Cleaned
Hand Stripping - De-Matting - Scissored

Full Groom - Bathing - Hygiene Clean
Pick Up & Drop Off Service Available

Mobile Appointments Available

01388 813 297
07951 501 658

141 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 7EN

20% OFF ANY FULL 
GROOM WITH THIS 

ADVERT

Unit 1, AGL Business 
Park

Coundon Industrial 
Estate

Coundon
Bishop Auckland

Co Durham
DL14 8NR

Tel: 01388 458794

 

Unit 1, AGL Business Park 
Coundon Industrial Estate 

Coundon 
Bishop Auckland 

Co Durham 
DL14 8NR 

Tel: 01388 458794 

01388 662777
5 STAR DELI TAKEAWAY

WHY NOT TRY OUR DELICIOUS NEW 
BREAKFAST BURGER WHICH IS A 

BURGER, BACON, SAUSAGE, EGGS, 
BEANS AND ONION RINGS WITH 
CHIPS & A HOT DRINK FOR ONLY 

£4.00 (AVAILABLE ALL DAY)

Only £1!

11 PEEL ST, BISHOP 
AUCKLAND, COUNTY 
DURHAM, DL14 7LF

DON’T FORGET! CALL IN BEFORE 
9.00AM TO GET YOUR BACON OR 

SAUSAGE SANDWICH FOR ONLY £1

From page 1

Pavilion, the Christian Dior 
building in Omotesando, 
Tokyo, the Louvre-Lens 
Museum in France, and the 
Rolex Learning Centre at 
EPFL in Lausanne.
The refashioning of the 
garden, which lies just a 
short walk from Bishop 
Auckland’s historic market 
place, is being hailed as 
one of the most exciting 
and far-reaching schemes 
of its kind undertaken in 

the UK in recent years.
Work will start in mid-
September on returning 
the Walled Garden to 
its former glory with a 
planned 2017 opening.
Further archaeological 
assessment of the garden 
is currently underway fol-
lowing preliminary work 
carried out in the last 
couple of years which 
revealed the luxurious 
dining habits enjoyed by 
the Prince Bishops.

Permission  for wall  
garden  granted 

We ’ re  not  y   lking  

really is open this Easter Bank Holiday weekend! 

We’re celebrating with discounts on a huge range of 
wallpapers, fantastic paint deals and free Creme Eggs 

with every purchase! 

Friday 25/03 
10am-4pm 

SATURDAY 26/03 
9am-4pm 

MONDAY 28/03 
10am-4pm 

01388  
608144 

Collingwood House 
11 Collingwood Street 
Coundon, DL14 8LG 
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A woman recently visited 
Trimmers Hairdressing and 
Barbers shop asking for 
hair cuttings to use for her 
garden. 
Jean Wombwell from 
Trimmers extends a warm 
welcome to anyone who 
has a use for items that 
would otherwise go to a 
landfill.
Hair cuttings can be col-
lected and sprinkled around 

the base of plants, with the 
texture of the hair repelling 
slugs and stopping them 
from getting through (no 
matter how silky the locks 
are!) The same applies for 
animal hair (from cats, dogs 
and horses). 
Anyone interested in bor-
rowing hair for horticultural 
use can pop into Trimmers, 
carrier bag in tow, and ask 
for Jean.

Make  time  for  a  
haircut!

Shopmobility  Service  in 
Darlington   to  close  down
After 23 years of pro-
viding a Shopmobility 
Service in Darlington from 
which residents in Bishop 
Auckland have benefited, 
DAD (Darlington Associa-
tion on Disability) has had 
to sadly inform customers 
that the service will close 
from Thursday 24th March 
as it is no longer viable to 
continue to run the service 
and the Town Centre base 
of the organisation.  
DAD will continue to offer 
support services and infor-
mation from its remaining 
premises at Enterprise 
House, Valley Street and 
West Lodge West Crescent 
in Darlington.
They also want to assure 
disabled people and carers 
in Darlington and the sur-
rounding areas that the 
organisation can still be 
contacted at those ad-
dresses and on the main 
telephone numbers 01325 
489999 and 01325 360524. 
The Shopmobility service 
has struggled to cover its 
costs over the last three 
years since the grant from 

Darlington Council was cut 
and the organisation had 
to charge people for the 
use of the equipment.
The problems facing the 
organisation in keeping a 
Town Centre base and the 
Shopmobility Service now 
seem insurmountable due 
to the organisation facing 
rising costs as well as  
technical problems with 
the proposed premises 
that had not been envis-
aged and the Council 
proposal to cease the 
funding for the Informa-
tion service. 
This has all led to the 
decision to close the 
service.  

“Our Town Centre base 
in the Horsemarket has 
been the main point of 
access for people looking 
for support, services and 
information.
 People call in with a 
simple enquiry and find 
they have access to a 
whole range of support. 
“We want to ensure that 
people know the organisa-
tion will still be here to 
support people.
“We want people to feel 
they can call in to En-
terprise House in Valley 
Street or contact us by 
phone or by email via our 
website,” said Chief Ex-
ecutive Lauren Robinson.
A fact sheet is being sent 
to all Shopmobility cus-
tomers and is also avail-
able on the website at 
darlingtondisability.org. 
The organisation is 
looking at ways that it can 
maintain its long term loan 
service for manual wheel-
chairs as they are aware 
that the waiting list for an 
NHS wheelchair is up to six 
months.

Easter Saturday, 26th 
March, sees Binchester 
Roman Fort – located 
one mile north of Bishop 
Auckland off Dial Stob Hill 
- opening to the public for 
the first time this year.
Visitors can see one of 
the best preserved Roman 
hypocausts (underfloor 
heating systems) in Britain 
as well as the remains of 
the commanding officer’s 
house and a display of ex-
cavated artefacts.  

The site is open from 
11.00am until 4.30pm.  
Entrance charge is £3.00 
for adults, £2.00 for con-
cessions and £1.50 for 
children (under 4’s free).  
Assistance dogs are the 
only pets allowed on site.
The Bishop Press will 
feature an article later in 
the year describing the 
results of the new excava-
tions and how recently dis-
covered remains will also 
be placed on display.

Bincester  Fort  opens  
to  public  for  2016
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SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

Mayor of Bishop Auckland, Lee Brownson is joined by Henknowle Community Centre’s 
committee, user groups and visitors during an open day on Saturday 19th March.  

Henknowle  Centre  welcomes  
community  on  open  day

Dozens of local residents 
visited Henknowle Com-
munity Centre’s open day 
on Saturday 19th March to 
see what the centre has to 
offer.
Various user groups in-
cluding the Healthy Heart 
Group, Taekwondo, Friends 
& Leisure, Table Tennis, 
Crafty Tots and the Pipes 
& Drums were on hand to 
talk to the members of 
public.
The Henknowle Com-
munity centre is based at 
Cumbria Place in Bishop 
Auckland and opened it’s 
doors to the local com-
munity back in 1976.  This 
year the centre celebrates 
it’s 40th anniversary.
The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr Lee 
Brownson, who was in at-

tendance to support the 
event said: “Events like 
these are very important 
for the local community.  A 
lot of people don’t realise 
how many different ac-
tivities and groups use the 
community centre.  
“I attended this centre 
myself as a youngster 
and it’s great to see it 
still being used on a daily 
basis.”
Pat Shepherd, Chair of the 
Community Association 
said; “We decided to put 
on the open day to raise 
awareness of what we do 
here and to celebrate our 
40th year open to the resi-
dents.  
“Without the support of 
these groups the centre 
would be closed and we 
encourage more people to 

come along to the differ-
ent activities and be part 
of it.  There is something 
for everyone.”
The centre is run by a 
volunteer management 
committee consisting of 
members from the centre’s 
user groups and local 
councillors. 
There are twelve regular 
user groups ranging from 
table tennis, Taekwondo, 
toddler groups and jazz 
bands.
The local police PACT 
meetings are held there 
and there’s the opportu-
nity for people to hire the 
centre for a birthday party 
or special occasion.
For more information visit 
henknowlecommunitycen-
tre.weebly.com or ‘like’ 
them on Facebook.

Stephen Liam Barker, 
aged 22, of West Lane, 
Bishop Auckland pleaded 
guilty to a charge of at-
tempted burglary, when 
he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ 
Court.
The court heard that, on 
20th February, a neighbour 
had witnessed two figures 
attempting to gain access 
to the shed at a house 
on Walker Drive, Bishop 
Auckland, and that she had 
contacted the owners. 

Police attended and 
arrested Barker, who 
admitted that he intended 
to steal whatever he found 
in the shed and to sell it 
on to pay off a drugs debt. 
Magistrates sentenced 
Barker to a twelve-month 
conditional discharge and 
ordered him to pay £85 
costs and a £15 victim 
support surcharge.
This will be consolidated 
with the £245 he currently 
already owes in fines to 
the court.  

Burglar  sentenced

South Church Road, 
Bishop Auckland

01388 603371
www.pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
pavilionbishopauckland@gmail.com

Cafe Bar, Sun Terrace, Free Car Park & Wifi

Fresh ground Coffee, Breakfasts, 
Sandwiches, Paninis, Soup, 

Jackets and light bites. 
Open daily 9am

FOREVER 
ELVIS

Friday 25th March
Tickets £6
7pm till late

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Robson St, Shildon DL4 1EB 

TEL: 01388 778070
BRAND NEW TYRES!!!

FITTED AND BALANCED

205-55-16,
BUDGETS - £30
MICHELIN - £60

MOTS - £40

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

The Bishop Auckland Fun-
draising Group of Marie 
Curie is holding a Carvery 
and Cabaret Night at 
Bishop Auckland Golf Club 
on Friday 15th April at 
7.00pm.
Tickets, which are priced 
at £15, include a carvery 
meal together with a 
cabaret performed by  
local singer, Kimberley,  

who entertains with Songs 
from the Decades.
A spokesperson said: 
“Come along and help raise 
funds to support end of 
life care provided by Marie 
Curie’s team of dedicated 
nurses.”
For further details contact 
Elizabeth Varley on 01388 
606075 or Gillian Wales on 
01388 662282.

Marie  Curie  
fundraising  carvery

Durham County Councillors 
have agreed to launch a 
consultation on proposals 
to change the way some 
people who receive social 

care services are financially 
assessed. Members of the 
cabinet heard propos-
als to review the current 
system at their meeting on 
Wednesday 16th March. 
The suggestion is that 
people newly in receipt of 
SDP, and who require non-
residential care, undergo 
the same assessments as 
people who do not receive 
the payment.
That could mean some 
people will pay less, while 

Social  care  consultation
others may be asked to con-
tribute more towards their 
care.
However anyone already 
receiving both SDP and non-
residential care would see 
no change to their financial 
assessments and they would 
be fully protected.
The consultation is 
expected to begin on 4th 
April and run until 26th 
June. Any changes could 
potentially be introduced 
from October 2016.
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Auckland  Castle  Walk  of  
Witness  tells  ‘true  Easter  Story’
Christians and residents 
will join together on Good 
Friday for the annual Walk 
of Witness through Bishop 
Auckland on Friday 25th 
March led by The Bishop 
of Durham, Rt. Rev. Paul 
Butler.
The procession will see a 
wooden cross carried in 
high honour between the 
town’s Newgate Centre and 
Auckland Castle’s historic St 
Peter’s Chapel.
Organised by the Bishop 
Auckland Fellowship of 
Christian Churches, the 
solemn procession has been 
taking place every Good 
Friday for more than 30 
years, and is a reminder of 
Jesus’ suffering and death 
on the cross.
The Rev Ruth Gee – Chair 
of the Darlington District 
of the Methodist Church 
and a former leader of the 

Christian movement both 
in the UK and worldwide – 
will be attending the walk 
and will deliver the address 
during the service that will 
then take place in St Peter’s 
Chapel.
Drama is always a strong 
feature of this act of 
worship and actors local to 
the area will be performing. 
Jane Crawford, who has 
produced the event on 
behalf of the Fellowship for 
many years now, and is also 
Director of Daisy Arts, said: 
“The Walk of Witness is 
always very well attended, 
and perhaps thanks to the 
changes in shop opening 
hours in recent years that 
has allowed retailers to 
trade on a Good Friday, 
it can draw a large public 

crowd as it makes its way 
through Bishop Auckland.”
Those walking behind the 
cross should meet at 10am 
at the Newgate Shopping 
Centre (outside the EE 
phone shop). 
Those not wishing to walk 
but wanting to still take 
part in the service can 
make their way directly to 
St. Peter’s Chapel for 10am.
The Walk of Witness will 
mark the start of a host of 
Easter activities at Auckland 
Castle, offering visitors of 
all ages the chance to find 
out more about the most 
important festival in the 
Christian calendar as well 
as enjoy and explore the 
magnificent former home 
of England’s only Prince 
Bishops. 

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582570308

UPVC DOOR AND 
WINDOW REPAIRS

Double glazed units, 
door panels, handles, 

locks, letterboxes, 
hinges, etc

Supplied and fitted
Over 25 years 

experience
Call Mark on 

07740679936

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

St Cuthbert’s Church in 
Etherley are also holding 
a Walk of Witness on Good 
Friday, 25th March, from 
9.30am starting from the 
Sportsman Inn in Toft Hill. 
A spokesperson said: “Join 
us for our annual Walk of 
Witness through the village 
of Toft Hill and Etherley, 
stopping at various loca-
tions for reflections and 

prayers. 
This year we are being ac-
companied by The Bishop 
of Durham, Rt. Rev. Paul 
Butler. Refreshments will 
be provided.
Anyone requiring more in-
formation about the walk, 
can call Barrie on 01388 
833118, Sheila on 01388 
833243 or Terry on 077 668 
55358.

Walk  of  Witness  at  
St  Cuthbert’s

A series of five Lent 
Lunches, organised 
annually by the Bishop 
Auckland Fellowship of 
Christian Churches, saw 
many visitors from within 
the town and beyond come 
together in friendship and 
fellowship over a bowl of 
homemade soup and a 
bun! Donations received 
from the lunches totalled 
£1,000.

The Fellowship is an ecu-
menical organisation open 
to all Christian churches 
within Bishop Auckland,
The proceeds will be sent 
to The Justice & Peace 
Refugee Project, a charity 
run by Hexham and New-
castle Catholic Diocese 
that welcomes and cares 
for people from all over 
the world who arrive in the 
country seeking asylum.

‘Five  Lent  lunches’  
success

B Portwood & Co Ltd
145 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland DL14 7EN
HELPING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1963 
Please telephone or call in for a free no obligation quote!
* T&C apply - contact us for details - subject to availability

Tel: 01388 607105 
   bishop@portwood.co.uk

Quality Home Insurance
Great Cover
Competitive Prices
FREE Home Emergency Cover*
FREE Boiler Breakdown Cover*
Also: Landlord & Unoccupied Home Insurance

Excellent Travel Insurance
Any age, any location/duration
Most Medical Conditions Covered

Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer
HALF THE PRICE OF BT

Reliable, local and 
cheap. For faults, 
repairs, slow broadband, 
extensions, new sockets 
and much more.

Call or text
07498 156 224

Over 20 years of experience
Fully Qualified

•  PC and Laptop Repairs
•  Virus Removal
•  Broadband/Network Setup
•  Professional Data Recovery
•  On-site Service
•  EPOS Solutions

•  Website Design
•  Content Management
•  Search Engine Optimization
•  Domain Names
•  Hosting Services
•  Telecoms

Office Number | 01388 330985 
Website | www.abytecomputers.co.uk

@BishopPress

Shop to Let in Willington, Co. Durham
£92 a week 

Ground floor commercial premises to let which could be 
used as a shop or office space featuring a showroom, 

back office, store cupboard, kitchen and W.C. Gas central 
heating with combi-boiler, uPVC double glazing, shutters 
to the front and the rear of the property and an intruder 

alarm, plus off road parking

Please contact Yvonne on 07507 815508
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PICKUPANDDELIVERYONREQUEST

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car while you spend the day

shopping at Tindale Retail Park?

Unit 1, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT • 01388 605080

Mots
Servicing
Tyres

Welding
Van Hire
Recovery

• Car and Van
MOT Testing

Classes
4, 5 & 7
• Car

maintenance
and Repairs

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

West Auckland WMC

Saturday 2nd April
THE ARRIVAL

Saturday 9th April
JASPER HART BAND
Saturday 16th April

BRIGHTON ROCK
(TICKETS) 

We are also the local agent of:
HOTMAX Heat Logs (20kg)

A very economical, smokeless fuel

Cash & Carry Coal
Tel: 01388 665966

Find us off Coundon Bypass

Suppliers of a wide variety of quality bagged 
(25kg) solid fuels

including; Premium & Economy Coal, Smokeless Ovoids, 
Burnwell Ovoids, Premium Anthracite Nuts and Grains, Pet Coke,

Logs and Sticks.

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Now open Saturday mornings

(throughout the Winter months only)

9.00 am - 12.00 noon

GILBERTSON & PAGE COMPLETE DOG FOOD

DFCfuels.co.uk  |  DFCfuels@gmail.com  |  01388 665966

Biomass Wood Pellets (10kg) ENplusA1

Woodwick Candles 

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

IF Electrical & 
Security

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393
ifproducts07@gmail.com

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

20 Years’  Experience, serving 
the Bishop Auckland area

Building society members spent a day at Woodhouse 
Close Church to help out at the busy lunch club.

Building  society  gives  time  and  
expertise  to  community  hub 
Darlington Building Society 
in Bishop Auckland has 
affirmed its community 
links after forging a rela-
tionship with a local com-
munity hub.
Building Society team 
members Karen Colling-
wood and Graham Walker 
spent a day at the Wood-
house Close Church and 
Community Centre volun-
teering their expertise at 
its credit union and their 
time to feed around 100 
people at the busy lunch 
club.
They also presented a 
cheque for £137, which 
will go towards the running 
costs of the Proudfoot 
Drive facility, which offers 
support to the people of 
Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding areas in many 
forms, including a food 
bank, lunch club, meals 
on wheels, thrift shop and 
credit union. 
It also runs its own furni-
ture scheme to provide 
household items to people 
who otherwise would be 
unable to afford them.
Karen Collingwood, Branch 
Manager at the Bishop 
Auckland branch of Dar-

lington Building Society, 
said: “It was very interest-
ing spending the day at 
Woodhouse Close Church 
and Community Centre. 
It’s amazing to see how 
many projects, clubs and 
schemes it runs.
The range of activities and 
services on offer, and the 
number of people who use 
it, testifies to the fact that 
it really is a vital commu-
nity asset for people who 
live locally.”
John Wiseman, Woodhouse 
Close Church Community 
Centre Coordinator, com-
mented: “We really appre-

ciate the ongoing support 
from Darlington Building 
Society.
“More than 500 people use 
our facilities each week, in-
cluding the 100-plus people 
who benefit from our lunch 
club and meals on wheels 
services.
“We’re an important 
source of support to people 
who are struggling finan-
cially, and those who are 
combatting isolation and 
loneliness. 
“As a small charity, we 
have to raise all money we 
need ourselves.
“It means a lot to us to 
know we have the backing 
of a local organisation that 
is so community focused.”

Alzheimers Society is 
offering a series of “Games 
for the Brain” sessions, 
starting on Friday 22nd 
April at Bishop Auckland 
College from 2pm until 
3.30pm. These sessions 
are for people living with 
dementia, and their carers, 
to enable them to join in 
indoor group activities 
such as table tennis, bowls 

and quoits, and also some 
table-based games for 
those less mobile. 
The groups aim to be a 
friendly and supportive 
environment encouraging 
those living with dementia 
to remain active and 
involved. For more infor-
mation and to book a place 
please contact Janette 
Briggs on 0191 3890400.

Alzheimers Society’s 
new  service 

Henknowle Residents Asso-
ciation will be meeting on 

Monday 4th April at 6pm in 
the Manor House pub. 

Henknowle  meeting

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Sat 26th March: MARK ANDREWS
Easter Sunday (6pm): MARK ‘ELVIS’ NIXON
Sat 2nd April: COLIN McCAN
Sat 9th April: JAKE ROBERTS
Sat 16th April: GLYN SCOTT
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

On Sunday 13th March, both 
the men and ladies teams 
were in action for Bishop 
Auckland Golf Club in the 
2nd round Mail on Sunday 
Golf Classic. 
Both sides were drawn 
at home: the men were 
hosting Crook GC whilst the 
ladies hosted Catterick GC. 
The day saw a fantastic 
start to the golfing season 
for the men’s team, with 
new team manager Alan 
Barker in charge of his first 
game. First out was “The 
Beast” Wayne Melles who 
won his game 3&2 with 
Wayne Hewitt following up 
with a very comfortable 

5&4 victory. 
Unfortunately the form 
player Paul King sadly lost 
4&3. However, 4th man Mr 
Reliable Chris Thompson 
easily despatched his 
opponent 8&7 which was  
an emphatic win for the 
player. 
Finally, Jamie Birbeck won 
6&5 to complete the 4-1 
victory into the 3rd round. 
The Ladies endured a 
slightly tighter game but 
got the 3-2 victory with 
Angela Simpson clinch-
ing the tie for the team. 
Overall was a great day for 
the club and thanks to all 
players and supporters.

Great  early  season  
success  in  Golf

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club picked up their 
second national league 
title in a week!
This time they competed in 
the National Cadet League 
- a national team event 
for under 15’s. The club 
had four teams competing 
in the league: two in the 
first division and two in 
the second division, and 
the ‘A’ team - consisting 
of Peter Smallcombe (12), 
Max Duffin (15), Sam Hume 
(14) and Luca Pontone (12) 
- emulated the under 18’s 
team, winning the league 
and now able to call them-
selves champions with 2 
rounds still to go. 
The other three teams 

from Bishop Auckland also 
performed well.  The ‘B’ 
team, also in first division, 
finished 6th; the ‘C’ team - 
with an average age of just 
11 ½ performed superbly, 
finishing second place, 
having only lost twice to 
the 3rd place team all 
season; the D finishing a 
very credible 4th place. 
“I’m over the moon” said 
Matt Porter club chairman.
“The future is looking very 
good for us.”

Second  National  
league  title  for  TTC!

House Swap
From 3 bedroomed end terrace 
in Hardisty Crescent to another 
3 bedroomed house in Bishop 
Auckland Tel: 01388 450308 

Service

There was great news for 
the U14 Kings last Sunday 
after they gained promo-
tion with a 1-0 win away 
at Richmond. Jack Glasper 
scored the all-important 
goal.
The U7 Aces lost away 
against a very good Leven 
side with goals from Luca 
McMahon and Jay Grant.
The U7 Kings also lost in a 
very close game with Jake 
Wilkinson scoring.
The U8 Aces played two 
games at the weekend: on 
Saturday away at Leven 
and Sunday at home to 
Norton & Stockton with 
Bradley Currie and Adam 
Petty starring.
The U8 Kings had a great 
win over Greatham with 
goals from TJ Whittaker, 
McKenzie, Mason and Tyler 
Richardson.
The U9 Aces played Norton 
& Stockton in 4-4 draw 
with goals from Jake 
Pinkney, Sam Hopper and 
Liam Cunningham (2).

The U9 Kings had a great 
win over Golden flats with 
goals from Ben Crinion 
(3) and James Whales (2).
The U10 Kings had another 
great win over Greatham 
with goals from Joe Dunn 
and Scott Jones.
The U11 Kings played Boro 
Rangers with Joe Sparke 
scoring.
The U12 Aces had a fantas-
tic 4-1 win away at Newton 
Aycliffe Youth with goals 
from Robbie Vickers (2), 
and Ryan Byrne (2).
The U13’s also had a great 
2-1 win over Seaton Carew 
with both goals from 
captain Regan Nixon.
The U14 Aces played last 
year’s champions Boro 
Rangers in an excellent 
game and won 3-1 with 
goals from Ross Burdess, 
Adam Dovaston and Noah 
Ellis.
A memorial match has 
been arranged for Claire 
Shaw, one of St Mary’s 
past team secretaries, 

St  Mary’s  weekend  round  up

whose funeral was held 
last week.
Claire’s husband and two 
boys coach and play for St 
Mary’s.
The match, which will 
include parents and 
coaches, will be on Sunday 
May 22nd at St Mary’s 
home ground. 
A collection fund has been 
set up for the family with 
the club donating £100. 
Donations are welcome by 
contacting the club via its 
website at basmj.net  or by 
donating directly to  www.
crowdfunding.justgiving.
com/claireannshaw.
St Mary’s is also organising 
a Sports Night in May with 
John Barnes as the special 
guest. The event has now 
sold over 170 tickets but 
there are still a few re-
maining. 
Contact Steve Coulthard 
on 07968 426817 to secure 
your tickets.

Champions! St Mary’s U14 Kings are celebrating after winning their league with three 
games to spare. The side are now promoted to Division Two after their weekend win. 


