
Saturday 12th March 2016The Bishop Press Issue 179 Page 1

Published at:
First Floor, Town Council Offices, 

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, 
DL4 1AH.   

Telephone/Fax: 01388 775896
Duty journalist: 0790 999 2731

www.bishoppress.com
email: bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk            Bishop press

  The

of our wonderful community
At the heart

Saturday 12th March 2016
Issue 179

Fully archived online at bishoppress.com     email us at: bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

Continued on page 2

@BishopPress
A team of Year 7 students 
from King James I Academy 
have won first place in the 
North East Regional Final 
of the VEX IQ Robotics 

King  James  I  team  to  compete 
in robotics  finals  at  the  NEC

Competition. 
They will now compete in 
the National Finals at the 
NEC in Birmingham.
This prestigious final is 

being held as part of the 
Big Bang Science Fair, 
which runs from the 
16-19th March.
Year 7 students, who dis-
covered a passion and flair 
for robotics whilst taking 
part in organised activi-
ties at King James’ Transi-
tion Summer School, have 
been learning new skills in 
engineering, robotics and 
programming during STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Maths) en-
richment sessions. These 
sessions form part of the 
Academy’s commitment 
to driving forward STEM 
subjects.
Students producing the 
most effective robot 
designs and programs 
were selected to repre-
sent the Academy in three 
teams competing in three 
separate challenges.
The competition, called 
‘VEX IQ Bankshot Chal-
lenge’ involved building 
robots that were capable 
of clearing balls from an 
arena, shooting them into 
scoring zones followed 
by the team successfully 

Age UK County Durham’s 
Come Eat Together Team 
have been working in part-
nership with Coundon and 
Leeholme Community As-
sociation to bring the over 
50’s in the area together 
with food.
Taking place in the historic 
Leeholme Welfare Hall 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month residents of 
Coundon and Leeholme 
have been enjoying a 
home style two course 
meal, delivered in by The 
Sandwich Shop.  Meals on 
offer have included tra-
ditional favourites such 
as shepherd’s pie, mince 
and dumplings and roast 
dinners, followed by a 
warm dessert. 
It’s not just lunch on offer, 
there’s also the chance to 
catch up with new and old 

friends over a cuppa. As 
well as joining in a variety 
of after lunch activities 
such as quizzes and bingo. 
Volunteers from Coundon 
and Leeholme Community 
Association are thrilled 
with the lunches and 
welcome anyone over 50 
to go along. A two-course 
lunch with tea or coffee is 
£5.50. 
Up and coming activi-
ties at the Welfare Hall 
will include an over 60’s 
exercise demonstration, 
how to grow your own food 
at home talk and musical 
bingo. 
The next lunch will be held 
on Tuesday 15th March 
from 12.30pm. 
For more information and 
to book your place, contact 
the Come Eat Together 
Team on 0191 3746577.

New  Coundon  and  
Leeholme  lunch  club

The Year 7 winning team:  Shaye Kelly, Lucas Stuart and Aaron Showler. The King 
James I  students have now qualified for the National Finals in Birmingham

GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

 Friday 25th March
whitby

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Friday 25th March
scarborough

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Friday 25th March
blackpool

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Saturday 26th March
blackpool

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

 Saturday 26th March
whitby

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

 Saturday 26th March
scarborough

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
www.garnettscoaches.com

Saturday 26th March
FlaMiNgolaND (aDMiN Not iNc.)

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

 Sunday 27th March
MystEry tour

Adult: £11 Child £10

Your local insurance broker since 1976

Speak to our friendly, local advisors today on

Exclusive 
low premiums for local people

•	 Car Insurance 
•	 Home insurance
•	 Local Businesses
•	 Fleets ( 3 or more vehicles)
•	 Minibus (9 seaters and above)
•	 Property
•	 Travel

Insurance Brokers 
2 King Street, Spennymoor DL16 6QG

01388 816 537
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The Grand
South Church Road, Bishop Auckland

Tel 07463 16 1961
Every Thursday Quiz Night, 8.30pm
Every Friday  Karaoke, 8.30pm
Band Night   Saturday 2nd April
  Tubesnake
Real Ales   From Local breweries
Meals   Served daily. 
Sunday  Sunday Carvery 
  12 noon - 3pm

Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

The Auckland Castle Shuttle Bus scheme, set to Launch on 1st April, is expected to 
encourage visitors to explore the region’s heritage attraction.

Auckland  Castle  offers  free 
visitor  shuttle  service

Volunteers are needed to 
help drive forward a new 
free-to-use ‘car to castle’ 
shuttle service for visitors 
keen to explore the region’s 
newest heritage attraction.
The scheme set to launch 
on 1st April will make 
it easier for those with 
mobility issues to visit 
Auckland Castle in County 
Durham, but, volunteer 
drivers are needed to help 
ensure the shuttle, running 
from Bishop Auckland’s 
North Bondgate Car Park to 
the castle, is a success.
The park and ride scheme 
will run every 15 minutes, 
and will use an Auckland 
Castle branded eight-
seater Peugeot Boxer van 
to make the quarter of a 
mile journey from North 
Bondgate to the former 
palace home of England’s 
only Prince Bishops.
It’s launch has been 
timed to coincide with 
the Auckland Castle Trust 
taking over the man-

agement of the North 
Bondgate Car Park from 
Durham County Council.
Louise Alderson, Auckland 
Castle Trust’s Visitor Ex-
perience Manager, said a 
minimum of 12 volunteers 
are needed to run the 
service, which will operate 
during normal castle 
opening hours between 
10am-5pm.
Volunteers – who must be 
aged over 21 for insurance 
purposes and have a full 
driving licence - need to 
pledge at least half a day a 
week to the initiative.
But those interested would 
receive MIDAS (the minibus 
driver awareness scheme) 
training.
Louise said: “The volunteer 
driver role will be ideal for 
those who enjoy new expe-
riences, learning something 
new every day, meeting 
new people, sharing the 
skills they already have, 
and relish the opportunity 
to bring life to the castle 
and its collections as well 
as Bishop Auckland.”
Michael Moreton, 63, from 
Bishop Auckland, has 
already signed-up to donate 
two half-days a week of his 
time as a driver.
Michael, who retired three 
years ago from his job 
working with people with 
learning disabilities and 
behavioural problems, said 
he felt it was important to 
be a part of the efforts to 
revitalise his hometown.

“It saddens me that this 
town isn’t up there where 
it should be in terms of 
attracting visitors. Bishop 
Auckland has so much 
history and so much of 
interest,” he said 
“I had been looking to get 
out of the house and to give 
my time to a good cause, 
and what better than 
playing my part in helping 
put Bishop Auckland back 
on the map?”
The shuttle service will run 
from a special stop within 
the North Bondgate Car 
Park to Auckland Castle’s 
visitor reception.
The car park has recently 
been improved and 
expanded as part of 
Durham County Council’s 
continued support for 
major development and 
conservation work set to 
get underway this year at 
the castle. 
This has seen the introduc-
tion of new barriers and 
lighting and the number 
of car parking spaces rise 
from 175 to more than 300. 
Also in the pipeline 
but awaiting planning 
approval, is a scheme to 
revive Auckland Castle’s 
historic walled garden. 
Anyone interested in volun-
teering as a shuttle service 
driver is asked to contact 
Louise Alderson at the 
Auckland Castle Trust on 
01388 743 723 or, alterna-
tively, email volunteers @
aucklandcastle.org.

parking the robot on a 
ramp at the end. 
The three rounds consisted 
of a team alliance, solo 
driving and autonomous 
programming challenge.
The winning team, con-
sisting of students Shaye 
Kelly, Lucas Stuart and 
Aaron Showler, will travel 
to Birmingham for the final 
in March, sponsored by 
Derek Campbell of Thrift 
Energy, who will kindly 
be covering the cost of 
accommodation for the 
team.
Mr Lawton, who runs the 
sessions at the Academy, 

was extremely impressed 
by the way students per-
formed at the regional 
competition.
He said: “Students show 
great enthusiasm and ini-
tiative in robotics sessions 
in school. 
“Winning the regional final 
is just reward for their 
dedication to developing 
their knowledge and skills. 
“Teamwork is a vital 
aspect of this competition 
and all of our students did 
a great job in that and 
every other respect. 
We are excited and very 
much looking forward to 
the National Final at the 
NEC.”

From page 1

King  James  students  
compete  in  finals 

The Rotary and Inner Wheel 
Clubs of Bishop Auckland 
combined with Soundwaves 
Community Choir and 
Bishop Auckland Method-
ist Church to provide an 
evening of contemporary 
music on Friday 4th March 
which raised £833.50.
More than 150 people 
enjoyed the performance 
of the choir led by Steve 
McGarvey, which was 
also broadcast by Bishop 
Auckland Hospital Radio.
The ladies of Inner Wheel 
ran a successful raffle 
and all proceeds from the 

evening will add to the £470 
donated by the Rotary Club 
from an Italian Evening held 
last Autumn and £1,150 from 
a February curry night.
£1,000 will be donated to 
the End Polio Now Appeal, 
£500 to a Sri Lankan charity 
providing prosthetic limbs 
and a donation will be 
made to One World Futbol 
to provide puncture-proof 
footballs to children in de-
veloping countries.
Anyone interested in joining 
the Rotary Club should 
contact Secretary, John 
Yeomans on 01388 605643. 

Concert  success  for  
Polio  appeal 

Event safety 
information for 

organisers
If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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The Ellis Ensemble will be one of the first groups to kick off a series of 2016 concerts 
for the Bishop Auckland Music Society on Friday 8th April.  

The  Ellis  Ensemble  to  perform  
at  Auckland  Castle 

The first concert in Bishop 
Auckland Music Soci-
ety’s 2016 concert series 
features The Ellis Ensemble  
with Kimon Parry (clarinet), 
Susanne Simma (bassoon) 
and Belinda Jones (piano).
The Ellis Ensemble has 
established itself as an 
exciting and brilliant 
chamber group with the 
unusual combination 
of piano, clarinet and 
bassoon. 
These outstanding musi-
cians are much in demand 
with regular performances 
at the Wigmore Hall, 
Southbank Centre and the 
Moscow Festival. 
They have a strong com-

mitment to championing 
both traditional works 
for this wonderful mix of 
instruments as well as pro-
moting new music by living 
composers.
The concert in The Throne 
Room at Auckland Castle 
on Friday, 8th April will 
feature works by Men-
delssohn, Bruch and Elgar 
amongst others.
Tickets available from 

Brothertons Music or Brian 
Varley (01388) 606075 and 
are priced at £13.50 (in 
advance) or £15.00 (on the 
door).
(Season Tickets cost £55 
for five concerts and are 
available from B. Varley)
Early booking is recom-
mended for this popular 
concert series.

Staff and volunteers at a 
Bishop Auckland charity 
shop are urging local sup-
porters to donate furniture 
to help raise vital funds for 
the UK’s leading veterinary 
charity, PDSA.
Supporters with good 
quality furniture, including 
settees, tables,  desks and 
chairs should contact the 
shop on 01388 607844 to 
arrange a free collection. 
For health and safety 
reasons, PDSA can only 
accept furniture that has 
the fire-warning label 
relating to the 1988 regu-
lations.
Shop Manager, Bev, said: 
“If you’ve recently re-
decorated, had a clearout 
or moved house and have 
unwanted furniture taking 
up your valuable space, 
then why not donate your 
items to PDSA?
“Sofas and bookcases, as 

well as small items such as 
dressers, tables and chairs, 
are very popular with our 
customers who are looking 
to furnish their homes at 
bargain prices. 
“All donations will help us 
raise valuable funds to care 
for the sick and injured 
pets of local people in 
need.”
Located at 57 Newgate 
Street, Bishop Auckland 
PDSA shop raises funds to 
provide PDSA-funded vet-
erinary treatment in the 
local area. 
Donations can also be 
taken to the shop from 
Monday to Saturday, from 
9am to 5pm.
For more information 
about Bishop Auckland 
PDSA shop, contact Bev, on 
01388 607844.
For more information 
about PDSA, visit pdsa.org.
uk.

Donation appeal  to  
help poorly  pets

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393

IF Security
20 Years’  Experience, serving 

the Bishop Auckland area

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

ifproducts07@gmail.com

There is still time to 
purchase tickets for an 
upcoming musical event.
St Cuthbert’s Church in 
Etherley will be present-
ing Middleton and Teesdale 
Silver Band in Concert on 
Sunday 20th March at 6pm.
The event will take place 
at Toft Hill Village Hall 
in Bishop Auckland with 
tickets priced at £6 for 

adults and £4 for conces-
sions.
A pie and pea supper will 
also be provided.
Interested readers can 
contact Barrie on 01388 
833118, Sheila on 01388 
833243 or Terry on 07766 
855358.
For more information on 
church events, visit www.
stcuthbertsetherley.co.uk.                              

St  Cuthbert’s  silver  
band  concert

MUSIC TUITION
In Your Home

Guitar, Bass, Drums
Friendly, Experienced Teacher
Tel. Roger on 01325 321 444

Services

South Church Road, 
Bishop Auckland

01388 603371
www.pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
pavilionbishopauckland@gmail.com

Cafe Bar, Sun Terrace, Free Car Park & Wifi

Fresh ground Coffee, Breakfasts, 
Sandwiches, Paninis, Soup, 

Jackets and light bites. 
Open daily 9am

FOREvER 
ELvIS

Friday 25th March
Tickets £6
7pm till late

COUNCIL TAX

Did you know that you can pay 
your council tax online, either 
by direct debit or automated 

payment by calling either 0300 
456 2771 or 0300 026 4000?

You can also pay by visiting 
durham.gov.uk/counciltax
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SOAPYCAR.COM
07582 570308HAND 

CAR 
WASH

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland DL14 9TT

BEHIND DOMINOS 

PIZZA AND NEXT TO 

STARBUCKS

Why not leave 
your car and 

do some 
shopping or go 

for a coffee?Your existing loyalty cards and 
custom from Bondgate Hand Car 

Wash are more than welcome

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Sat 12th March: anthony williamson

Sat 19th March: simon Kane

Sat 26th March: marK andrews

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets| Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades| Inspection & Testing |

 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 
All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |

No Job Too Big or Too Small
Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer
Half tHe price of Bt

Reliable, local and 
cheap. For faults, 
repairs, slow broadband, 
extensions, new sockets 
and much more.

Call or text
07498 156 224

West Auckland WMC

Saturday 12th March
BOBBY THOMPSON 

SHOW
Saturday 19th March

STERLING
Saturday 26th March

ALL SOULED UP

Helen Goodman, Labour 
MP for Bishop Auckland, 
has criticised the effect 
of cuts to NHS nursing and 
allied health professionals’ 
bursaries.
From 2017, the Government 
intends to stop bursaries 
for nurses and allied health 
professionals.
Experts have warned that 
this will lead to a fall in 
staff numbers, as people 
will not want to take on 
loans debt or may not be 
able to afford to retrain.
Ms Goodman said: “Cuts to 
NHS bursaries will have a 
dreadful impact on Bishop 
Auckland. 
“The Durham School of 
Podiatric Medicine have a 
training clinic in the con-
stituency. 
“There are 84 students cur-
rently on their undergradu-
ate training programme, 

and they take in around 30 
new students a year. 
“These numbers will fall 
if students can’t afford to 
enrol.
“Surely it is better to train 
people in the UK rather 
than continually going 
abroad to poach other 
countries’ staff?
“Not only do we want to 
keep training and educa-
tion in the local area – the 
ageing population means 
we are in desperate need 
of podiatrists. 
“I have signed a Parlia-
mentary Early Day Motion 
tabled by my colleagues 
and have written to 
Jeremy Hunt asking him to 
reconsider this disastrous 
decision.”
The Early Day Motion, 
tabled on 8th February, has 
so far been signed by 105 
MPs across all parties.

Helen  Goodman  
condemns  NHS  cuts

The bench was originally donated by rotarians who were members of the club in 1953. 
This year’s Rotary Club have also supported a wide variety of charities at all levels.

Bishop  Auckland  Rotary  club  
refurbish  1953  bench

Bishop Auckland Rotary 
Club have recently re-
furbished a bench in the 
grounds of Auckland Castle.
The original bench was 
donated by rotarians who 
were members of the club 
in the Coronation year of 
1953.
This year’s Rotary Club 

president, David Breden, is 
keen to publicise the good 
work that rotarians do by 
supporting a wide variety 
of charities at local, 
national and international 
level. Rotary’s motto is 
“service above self.”
Bishop Auckland Rotary 
Club, founded in 1924, 

is one of the oldest in 
the area and meets at 
The Park Head Hotel on 
Tuesday evenings at 6pm 
for 6.45pm. 
Anyone interested in find 
out more about the club 
should contact membership 
secretary John Yeomans at 
01388 605643

and sadly died at the scene.
The car was travelling 
from Binchester towards 
Todhills when the collision 
occurred.
Anybody who witnessed 
the incident or has infor-
mation that could assist 
the enquiry is asked to 
contact the roads policing 
unit on the non-emergency 
number 101 quoting 
incident reference 34 of 
March 5th.

A man has died after his 
car left the road and 
overturned in a field near 
Bishop Auckland.
The victim, a 21-year-old 
local man, was driving a 
red-coloured Mazda 2 on 
Long Lane, Todhills when 
the collision occurred 
shortly before 1.30am on 
Saturday 5th March.
The victim, who was trav-
elling alone at the time, 
suffered multiple injuries 

Witness  appeal  after 
fatal  car  crash

The next issue of the 
Bishop Press, dated 26th 
March, will be published on 

Tuesday 22nd March.
All advertisements and 
articles should be submit-

Bishop  Press  Easter  deadlines
ted by Friday 18th March at 
10am. This arrangement is 
for one issue only.

Robson St, Shildon DL4 1EB 

TEL: 01388 778070
BRAND NEW TYRES!!!

FITTED AND BALANCED

205-55-16,
BUDGETS - £30
MICHELIN - £60

MOTS - £40

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

The Bishop Auckland Youth 
Awards are back for 2016!
Do you know a special 
young person who has 
done something outstand-
ing which should be recog-
nised?
If so, nominate them for 
the Bishop Auckland Youth 
Awards.
A spokesperson for the 
Youth Awards said: “Our 
aim is to celebrate the 
positive contribution 
young people make in 
the community, whether 
it is fundraising, caring 
for parents or showing 
courage and resolve in dif-
ficult circumstances.
“The closing date for 
entrants is Friday 15th 
April.
So, if you know someone 
who should be cel-
ebrated for their care 
work, sporting talent 
or overcoming personal 
challenges in the face of 
adversity, then send your 
nomination through to us 
here at Bishop Auckland 
Town Council.

“Entrants to the award 
have to be aged 20 or 
under.  
“We would encourage 
that for large teams, a 
maximum of three names 
are nominated.”
This year’s awards also 
includes an outstanding 
Coach/Volunteer/Assistant 
section and for this section 
the winner will receive 
£500 towards their club or 
organisation. 
Anyone who knows an out-
standing young person or 
coach/volunteer/assistant 
who deserves recogni-
tion, can simply fill in an 
application form which 
can be downloaded from 
bishopauckland-tc.gov.uk.
Alternatively, it is possible 
to collect the form in 
person from Bishop 
Auckland Town Council 
offices at the Four Clocks 
Centre, Newgate Street 
or have it posted upon 
request by phoning 01388 
60985.
The form must be returned 
before Friday 15th April.

Town  Council  Youth 
Awards  2016

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Cold up North? 
You could be one of the 5,000 
households in the North East 
to benefit from a warmer home 
and lower energy bills. 
Through Warm Up North and 
a survey of your property, you 
may be eligible to:
• replacement of broken 

or inefficient boiler
• free cavity wall 

insulation
• free loft insulation
• free central heating for 

low income households 
with no central heating

0800 294 8073
www.warmupnorth.com
*eligibility criteria apply. See online*

Bishop the Boar, with Mayor, Lee Brownson and members of the Bishop Auckland Town 
Team, will help promote the town’s interests and raising its profile. 

Bishop  the  Boar  to  help  Town  
Team  raise  town  profile

Bishop the Boar, Bishop 
Auckland Town Team’s new 
mascot has been created 
to raise the profile of the 
town and promote the area 
during major events.
The mascot is based on the 
legend of a fierce wild boar 
who once terrorised the 
land of Bishop Auckland, 
eating crops and attacking 
people.
This urged the Prince 
Bishop to offer a huge 
reward for its capture 
which promoted the 
knight, Sir Richard Pollard 

to come along and he-
roically kill the boar (by 
chopping off its tongue!). 
Unfortunately, the brave 
knight fell asleep with 
the token of his exhaust-
ing victory - the tongue- 
placed inside his pocket. 
While Sir Richard slept, 
another man came along, 
picked up the boar and 
claimed the reward!
When Sir Richard realised 
he had been frauded, he 
walked up to the Bishop, 
tongue in hand in order to 
prove that he had killed 
the beast, and, for his 
efforts won the Pollards 
area in Bishop Auckland. 
This friendlier (and less 
butchered) version of the 
poor boar is expected to 
attend all the main events, 
take pictures with the 
children of the community 
and encourage people to 
learn about the interesting 
myth of the boar. 
Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 

Lee Brownson said: “He’ll 
be at all events from the 
vegetable show to the car 
show as well as Christmas 
events in order to promote 
the town and have his 
photo taken with the 
children.
“It’ll be interesting for 
them to learn about the 
myth and why we have 
Pollards in the town.”
Bishop the Boar will 
appear at the April food 
festival for the first time 
and  a “boar hunt” will 
take place: a fun event for 
children to spot pictures of 
animals in town shops.
There is also a small book 
available, for a small 
fee, from the Town Team 
entitled Pollard and the 
Boar: The Legend of Bishop 
Auckland. 
It was written by local 
historian Barbara Laurie 
and illustrated by Bob Mc-
Manners.

North East 
Maintenance Solutions

07759 247 722
01740 656 659

All housing maintenance 
issues resolved. Brickwork 

and dampness specialist. No 
job too small. OAP rates.

email: 
Keith.Lloyd1953@gmail.com

40 Years Experience

There will be no changes 
to bin collections in County 
Durham during the Easter 
Bank Holiday.
This includes refuse, re-
cycling and garden waste 
collections (for those who 
have signed up to the 
scheme).
Households who have col-
lections on a Friday are 
therefore reminded to still 
put their bins out on Good 
Friday, 25th March.
Residents are also advised 
to put their bins out for 
collection by 7am on their 
normal collection day.

Those who are unsure 
of their collection days 
can find out by entering 
their house number 
and postcode into the 
‘MyDurham’ section on the 
Durham County Council 
website at durham.gov.uk.
For more information 
about bin collections, visit 
durham.gov.uk/bins and 
to find out which items go 
in which bin visit durham.
gv.uk/whatgoeswhere. 
To subscribe to the garden 
waste scheme, visitdur-
ham.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
or call 03000 261 000.

Easter  Bank  Holiday 
bin  collections
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meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Excellent customer service
chairs, scooters, stairlifts
pre-owned scooters
From £195
telephone
01388 531010
www.wrightmobility.com

193 Newgate street, bishop auckland Lounge, Dining and 
Bedroom Furniture

Also NEW mattresses
 and divans

Massive Discounts
Find us on Facebook

Unit 3&4, Tudhoe Ind. Est, 
Spennymoor, DL16 6TL

Call Gary on 07521 286083

GARY BOLTON 
FURNITURE RETURNS

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Richard Tremewan, Chairman of Bishop Auckland FC and owner of Alpine Windows, 
measures up for a free replacement window at local rivals Shildon AFC.

Two  Blues  chairman  to  the  
rescue  for  the Railwaymen

Shildon Football Club were 
visited by an unlikely knight 
in shining armour, or more 
likely in a Two Blues top, 
when Bishop Auckland 
FC chairman, Richard 
Tremewan came to their 
aid after vandals smashed 
a window and attempted to 
break in to the club shop.
The would-be thieves ran 
off when the alarm was 
activated after they had 
ripped a metal grill away 
from the window and 
hurled a large lump of 
concrete through the glass. 
Members of the Supporters 
Club, who run the shop, 
tweeted the damage on 
Wednesday 2nd March. 
Their rival chairman, who 
owns double-glazing firm, 
Alpine Windows, which is 
based in Shildon, respond-
ed by tweeting, ‘give me a 
shout if you need the glass 
doing FOC’ (free of charge).
‘I saw the tweet from 
the supporters,’ said Mr 
Tremewan, ‘and didn’t 
think twice about offering 
to help. I own the business 
with Colin Tear, who is from 
Shildon.  We are based 
in Shildon and I know the 
Shildon AFC directors very 
well, so straight away I 
thought we should sort the 
window out for them.’ 
Mr Tremewan was good 
to his word, turning up at 
Dean Street the following 
morning to measure up for 
a new window. The firm 

not only supplies but makes 
windows and within an 
hour of calling in the meas-
urements, workers arrived 
on site with the new made-
to-measure frame and glass 
and by mid-afternoon, the 
damaged window was fully 
repaired.
Shildon director, Norman 
Smith, who called the 
police when the damage 
was discovered, said: 
“Like every other club at 
this level, we are run by 
volunteers. It’s demoral-
ising to turn up and see 
that uncaring thugs have 
attacked a building at the 
heart of the community.
“It’s at times like these 
that the great community 

spirit within the Northern 
League comes to the fore 
and we greatly appreciate 
this tremendous gesture by 
Richard.” 
Mr Smith went on to pledge 
a £100 reward for any in-
formation leading to the 
conviction of those respon-
sible.
A police spokesperson said: 
“Enquiries are ongoing 
regarding an incident of 
criminal damage which 
took place Shildon Football 
Club some time between 
10.30pm on Tuesday 1st 
March and 9am on Wednes-
day 2nd March. 
“Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact the 
police by dialling 101.”

The Council, on 03.03.16 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close all traffic a 640m length of Bridleway No 
85 Bishop Auckland Parish that extends eastwards and northwards from Newton Cap 
Viaduct (east of Gomer Terrace) to the junction with Bridleway No 79 and Footpath 
No 81 at the northern side of the Eleven Arches site by reason of land stabilisation 
and landscaping works to be undertaken. The maximum duration of the temporary 
closure under the Order is 6 months and is required from 16.03.16 and for the 
duration of the works, anticipated to be until 02.07.16. However, on rare occasions, 
alternative dates for closures may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.  
Alternative route:  There is no alternative route.

Dated: 12 March 2016

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(BRIDLEWAY NO 85 (ELEVEN ARCHES) BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY BRIDLEWAY CLOSURE) ORDER 2016

Animal welfare charity, ‘A 
Better Life Dog Rescue’, 
are appealing for donations 
to help Layla, a dog whose 
back legs are severely 
injured after being hit by 
a car in Romania when just 
nine months old.
After a series of X-rays, 
it was determined that 
Layla’s legs are so badly 
broken that they require 
extensive pinning and 
surgery.
Without this costly treat-
ment for which the charity 
that helped Fram find his 
new life are seeking dona-
tions, Layla will continue 
to live a life of pain, and 
there is the possibility that 
she will be euthanised.
Christine Kipling said: “We 
need to raise about £4,000 
to pay for Layla’s new leg 
work, so we are holding an 
auction to see if we can 
raise the money. 
“Please could you ask your 

friends and family to share 
the Facebook page for ‘A 
Better Life Dog Rescue, 
ABLDR Auction’, where you 
will find details of items for 
sale. We will be creating a 
BT Justgiving page shortly 
for donations to be paid 
directly into her vet bill.”

Dog  rescue  charity 
donation  appeal

Layla needs donations to 
mend her broken legs 

To Let
Two & Three Bedroom 

Properties with
Large Gardens

GCH
In Binchester & Newfield

No Bond Required

Tel: 01388 604861

The Sunday Summer 
train service from Bishop 
Auckland to Whitby begins 
on 20th March, departing 

Bishop Auckland at 8.12am 
with the direct service 
returning from Whitby at 
3.46pm

Whitby  Summer  
Sunday  train  times
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PICKUPANDDELIVERYONREQUEST

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car while you spend the day

shopping at Tindale Retail Park?

Unit 1, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT • 01388 605080

Mots
Servicing
Tyres

Welding
Van Hire
Recovery

• Car and Van
MOT Testing

Classes
4, 5 & 7
• Car

maintenance
and Repairs

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm

01388 662777
5 star deli takeaway

sliMMers

IF YOU ARE ON A SLIMMING WORLD DIET,  
WE CAN CATER FOR YOU NO PROBLEM!

LOTS OF OTHER DEALS AVAILABLE 

11 Peel st, BishoP 
auckland, county 
durhaM, dl14 7lF

don’t Forget! CALL IN BEFORE 
9.00AM TO GET YOUR BACON OR 

SAUSAGE SANDWICH FOR ONLY £1

Simon Horsley (left), the new technical director, employed to help with the exciting 
production Kynren, is pictured with production director, Damien Boissinot.

Technical  director  appointed  to 
help  deliver  ‘Kynren’

Eleven Arches has ap-
pointed its first technical 
director to help deliver the 
epic production, Kynren, 
which is set to wow audi-
ences in Bishop Auckland 
this summer.
The newly employed Simon 
Horsley boasts 25 years’ 
experience in the theme 
park and entertainment 
industry and will work 
alongside Production 
Director, Damien Boissinot, 
who is acting as Eleven 
Arches’ ‘borrowed brain’ 
from France’s Puy du Fou 
on which the Eleven Arches 
concept is modelled. 
Simon will also work along-
side the technical and 
design team, who have 
relocated from France in 
order to guide the highly 
complex production, which 
presents a storytelling 

journey of 2000 years of 
British history, as seen 
through the eyes of the 
North East. 
More importantly, Simon 
will ensure that the wealth 
of knowledge invested 
by the Puy du Fou in 
Eleven Arches’ success is 
embedded and built on in 
years to come.
In a previous role, Simon 
was a technical manager 
within the entertain-
ment department at Alton 
Towers Resort and was 
responsible for the techni-
cal management of large 
scale special events includ-
ing the annual fireworks 
shows, Scarefest, as well 
the Christmas events. 
Most recently, Simon 
worked as Solution’s archi-
tect within the engineering 
team at Holovis Interna-

tional, a company that 
specialises in technical 
systems for large theme 
parks and visitor attrac-
tions worldwide. 
Speaking of his appoint-
ment, Simon said: “The 
role is something that 
excites me immensely.  
Within the UK the Eleven 
Arches project is truly 
unique, pioneering, and 
ground-breaking.”
Interested readers still 
have time to snap up their 
tickets for Kynren, com-
prising 14 summer shows 
starting from 2nd July, 
priced at £25-55 for adults 
and £19-41 for children.
 For ticket bookings please 
visit kynren.co.uk. 
For further information on 
the show, visitelevenarch-
es.org and the Twitter feed 
#Kynren. 

MUTLEY’S
Dog Grooming

Nails Clipped - Eyes/Ears Cleaned
Hand Stripping - De-Matting - Scissored

Full Groom - Bathing - Hygiene Clean
Pick Up & Drop Off Service Available

Mobile Appointments Available

01388 813 297
07951 501 658

141 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 7EN

20% OFF ANY FULL 
GROOM WITH THIS 

ADVERT

A search is underway to 
find the descendants of a 
soldier whose identifica-
tion tag was unearthed on 
a building site in the 1970s.
William Foster found the 
tag, belonging to Private A 
Gretton, while working on 
a site at Bildershaw Bank, 
near West Auckland.
His son, Andrew Foster, 
from Bishop Auckland, 
recently rediscovered the 
tag in a little  box of old 
coins during a clear out.

He is now on a mission to 
return it to the soldier’s 
family and is asking anyone 
with information to get in 
touch.
The tag features the 
regimental number 376079 
and the Prisoner of War 
number 372.
Mr Foster’s research 
suggests it dates back to 
the First World War or 
possibly the Boer War and 
that the ‘A’ could stand for 
Arthur.

Search  for  inheritor  
of  wartime  medal 

The medal has Private A Gretton inscribed on the back. It  
is believed it could date as far back as the Boer War.  

Over 20 years of experience
Fully Qualified

•  PC and Laptop Repairs
•  Virus Removal
•  Broadband/Network Setup
•  Professional Data Recovery
•  On-site Service
•  EPOS Solutions

•  Website Design
•  Content Management
•  Search Engine Optimization
•  Domain Names
•  Hosting Services
•  Telecoms

Office Number | 01388 330985 
Website | www.abytecomputers.co.uk
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sun 13th March   101
Sat 19th March     NEXUS
Sun 20th March   BIG TED

From 14th March open 
every day for Cheltenham Races 

It was a great weekend for 
St Mary’s with eight teams 
winning out of nine games 
played.
The U17’s had a tremen-
dous game away at top 
of the premiership and 
unbeaten Jarrow Vipers 
in the league cup after 
going into the lead through 
Regan Blakey only to go 
behind 2-1 and then Harry 
Coulthard equalised at 2-2 
at half time. The second 
half was more exciting 
with St Marys going ahead 
through Steven Taylor only 
for Jarrow to go back in the 
lead 4-3 with 8 min to go 
and St Marys scoring 2 from 
Charlie Wigley and Aidan 
Hart getting the winner to 
take them through to the 
S/Final 5-4 against either 
South Moor or Darlington 
Youth. Robbie Anderson, 
Jack Armstrong, Ashley 
Adams, Leon Roe, Luke 
Bailey, and Alex Goundry 
were the rest of the team 
who were all outstanding 
in a fantastic display of 
football.
The U16’s also had a great 
4-1 win over Boro Rangers 
to remain unbeaten in 
the league with goals 
from Ethan Dixon 2, Aidan 
Crooks and MOM Daniel 
Nelson.
The U14 KIngs had another 
great win 1-0 away at 21st 
Allstars to stay in runner 

up spot with Archie Pen-
nington scoring and Oliver 
Lamb MOM.
The U12 Aces had another 
good win over Wolsing-
ham 5-2 with goals from 
Ryan Byrne 2, Ben Connor, 
Declan Trotter and MOM 
Robbie Vickers.
The U11 Aces also had a 
great win over Kader with 
goals from Jack Dixon 
3, Danny Shaw 2, Harry 
Cullen and Ethan Bowman 
with George Tinkler MOM.
The U10 Kings played away 
at Richmond and had a 
very good 4-0 win with 
goals from Arron Maughan, 
Joe Dunn, Adam Wilson 
and Scott Jones with Ethan 
Flint MOM.
The U8 Kings recorded 
another good win over 
Norton & Stockton with 
goals from McKenzie 
Kirtley, Mason Wright, 
Tyler Richardson, TJ Whit-
taker, Joel Butcher and 
Rhys Wills..
The U7 Kings played 
Spraire Lads away in a very 
close game.
The U7 Aces played 21st 
Allstars and had another 
fantastic win playing great 
football with goals from 
MOM  Luca McMahon, 
Declan Lofthouse, Reece 
Gargett, Daniel Robert-
son, Charlie Cranston , Jay 
Grant and Harvey Holmes.

Bishop  Auckland  St  
Mary’s  Juniors  FC

Find a sports club near you at 
www.countydurhamsport.com

03000 282 012

From left to right: Andy Campbell (West Auckland Manager), Gabby Wade (Captain), 
David Bussey, Courtney Mole (Vice Captain) and Frank Hudson.

Bishop  Auckland  Girls  u13’s  
receive  local  sponsorship  

Bishop Auckland Girls 
Football Club Under 13’s 
team has received spon-
sorship from local busi-
nesses within the West 
Auckland area in order to 
attend a tournament in 
Blackpool.
A volunteer for the club 

said: “The girls would like 
to say thank you for the 
support from local business 
within West Auckland for 
their sponsorship.
“This will now enable the 
girls to attend the Black-
pool Tournament in June 
and defend our title for 

the 4th year running.”
Local businesses, Frank 
Hudson Transport, Jeff 
Dobson Marquee Hire and 
David Bussey all attended 
the West Auckland game 
on Saturday 20th February
to make the presentation 
to captain, Gabby Wade.

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club are celebrating 
after winning the National 
Junior League for the 1st 
time. Bishop Auckland A 
team - consisting of Jack 
Jacomb, Max Duffin, Peter 
Smallcombe and Rob 
Renton - took the title 
without losing a match all 
season. The final day’s play 
saw the team beat Darling-
ton 8-1 then a 9-0 win over 
Ormesby “2”.
The result meant the title 
had been won before 

playing Ormesby, who 
came second. The Bishop 
Auckland B team also had a 
great day with 8-1 victories 
over Blitz TTC and Ormesby 
3 before a 7-2 victory over 
Darlington to secure them 
3rd place. 
Team coach, Matt Porter 
said: “All the players did 
fantastically well all season.
It’s a long season with lots 
of singles tournaments all 
over the county but they 
all kept their focus and to 
get 1st and 3rd shows how 

National  league  title  for  TTC
strong the competition is at 
the club at the minute. 
“They all worked together 
and helped each other 
improve and showed great 
team spirit.” 
For more information on 
the club and playing times 
visit the club’s website at 
bishopaucklandttc.co.uk.


