
Saturday 27th February 2016The Bishop Press Issue 178 Page 1

Published at:
First Floor, Town Council Offices, 

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, 
DL4 1AH.   

Telephone/Fax: 01388 775896
Duty journalist: 0790 999 2731

www.bishoppress.com
email: bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk            Bishop press

  The

of our wonderful community
At the heart

Saturday 27th February 2016
Issue 178

Fully archived online at bishoppress.com     email us at: bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk

Continued on page 2

A project designed to 
promote Bishop Auck-
land’s heritage links, with 
a particular focus on its 
industrial past, is currently 

Four  Clocks  Heritage  Project  
celebrates  town’s  industrial  past

underway.
The venture is a collabora-
tive effort between Bishop 
Auckland’s Four Clocks 
Centre and the Auckland 

Railways Group and aims 
to establish a permanent 
exhibition within the 
centre, comprising appro-
priate artwork, informa-
tion boards, photographic 
displays and an array of 
exhibits – all supplemented 
by comprehensive online 
accessibility. 
The central feature of 
the exhibition will be the 
display of a century-old 
banner – showing the 
Bishop Auckland Branch of 
the National Union of Rail-
waymen. 
The giant 10ft by 9ft oil-
painted, double-sided relic 
is one of only three railway 
banners in existence. 
Manufactured in 1914 by 
George Tutll & Co, of City 
Road London, the banner 
lays claim to being a beau-
tiful piece of art in its own 
right.
It was recently brought 
back into public focus and 
displayed to acclaim in 
various places including 
Auckland Castle.
The project was launched 
on Thursday 11th February 
and the Lord Lieutenant of 

The Co-op Funeralcare is 
appealing for help with col-
lecting Easter eggs again 
this year.
Staff at Co-op funeral 
homes are asking their 
communities to donate the 
eggs for local organisations 
for adults and children 
with learning difficulties. 
Jenette Sisson, divisional 
manager said: “We always 
have such a wonderful 

response to our Easter egg 
appeal and look forward 
to delivering them in 
the week before Easter.” 
Easter eggs and gifts will 
be gratefully received at 
Fylands House, Tindale 
Crescent until Friday 18th 
March (between 9am – 
4.30pm weekdays).
Anyone requiring more 
information can call 01388 
603525

Co-op  appeal  for  
Easter  Eggs

Gerald Slack of Auckland Railways Group with Lord Lieutenant of County Durham, Sue 
Snowdon, Chairperson of the Four Clocks Centre, Barbara Laurie and Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Lee Brownson at the opening of the Four Clocks Heritage Project at the 
Four Clocks Centre in Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland.

On Monday February 8th, 
the Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland held a Curry 
Night at the Spice Lounge.
A spokesperson said: 
“Thanks to the wonderful 
efforts of Issy and his staff 
at the Spice Lounge, we 
were able to raise £1152.50 
towards our charities, as 
well as enjoying excel-

lent food and ambience.
This was one of our many 
events during the Rotary 
year and we welcome new 
members to our “Service 
before Self” organisation. 
If anyone is interested, 
look on our website or 
telephone David on 01388 
602961 or John on 01388 
605643.”

Rotary  Club  curry  
night

South Church Road, 
Bishop Auckland

01388 603371
www.pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
pavilionbishopauckland@gmail.com

Cafe Bar, Sun Terrace, Free Car Park & Wifi

Fresh ground Coffee, Breakfasts, 
Sandwiches, Paninis, Soup, 

Jackets and light bites. 
Open daily 9am

GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

Sunday 6th March
mother’s day special 

Adult: £17.00 Child £11.00

Saturday 12th March
scarborough

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Saturday 12th March
york and harrogate

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Saturday 12th March
blackpool

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50

Friday 25th March
scarborough

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Saturday 12th March
Whitby

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
www.garnettscoaches.com

 Friday 25th March
Whitby

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Friday 25th March
blackpool

Adult: £13.50 Child £12.50
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582570308

President of the Rotary Club, David Breden, alongside Keith Black, presents Rebecca 
Scott, Alzheimer’s Society’s Community Fundraiser with a £1,600 cheque.  

Rotary  Club  present  cheque  to  
Alzheimer’s  Society

On the night of Tuesday 
23rd February, the Rotary 
Club of Bishop Auckland 
presented a cheque for 
just over £1,600 to Rebecca 
Scott from the Alzheimer’s 
Society. 
The money was raised 
from a Memory Walk the 
club organised last year.
During the event, Rebecca 
gave a most informative 

talk on the work done by 
the Alzheimer’s Society 
and her important role as 
Community Fundraiser. 
In further news, the Rotary 
and Inner Wheel clubs of 
Bishop Auckland are organ-
ising a 60’s night at Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall on 
Friday 8th April.
There will be live music 
from “Last Minute”, a 

sing-along and a 60’s quiz, 
as well as a pie and peas 
supper.
Tickets are £15 and profits 
will go to Bishop Auckland 
Community Partnership, 
Butterwick Hospice and 
other local charities.
Please call Keith Black on 
01388 450580 for tickets 
or if you require further 
information.

appear to be.
“On behalf of our partners 
we look forward to finding 
out if we have been suc-
cessful later this year.”
Winners will be announced 
at an awards evening on 
Friday, 29th April.
For further details about 
Time to get online call 
Vickie on 0191 518 5475, 
email victoria.musgrove@
cdhg.co.uk, or visit www.
timetogetonline.org.uk

Online  initiative  in  line  for  award
An initiative that helps res-
idents of Bishop Auckland 
and surrounding villages to 
engage in the online world 
has been shortlisted for a 
top award.
Time to get online, which 
is delivered through Dale 
& Valley Homes and other 
County Durham housing 
partners, is a finalist in the 
2016 TPAS (Tenant Partici-
pation Advisory Service) 
Awards.
The project has been 
acknowledged in the 
‘Excellence in Digital In-
volvement’ category, for 
its work in the local com-
munity in helping people 
to build confidence, learn 
new skills and understand 
the benefits the internet 
offers.
Digital Inclusion Project 
Co-ordinator, Vickie 
Musgrove, is delighted to 
have been recognised.
She said: “There’s no 
escaping the fact that 

our world is evolving 
and moving to an online 
platform, and for some 
people this can be a dis-
tressing prospect.
“Time to get online works 
closely with community 
groups and individuals to 
deliver bespoke training 
that can really make a dif-
ference to everyday life, 
and make people realise 
that the internet is not as 
daunting as it may at first 

There is music to be 
enjoyed at Bishop Auckland 
Town Hall on Friday 11th 
and Saturday 12th March.
On Friday at 7.30pm, Liver-
pool’s The Fabs re-create 
the exciting “beat boom” 
years that The Cavern Club 
witnessed in the 1960’s.
Allow yourself to be trans-
ported to a time when 
groups were ‘pounding out 
the big beat’ in the now 
legendary cellar club that 
saw performances by The 
Beatles, The Rolling Stones  
and The Swinging Blue 
Jeans. 

Get ready to sing, scream, 
laugh and cheer for just £10 
a ticket.
The Happy Cats, led 
by former Lindisfarne 
frontman Marty Craggs, 
take charge of the Town 
Hall on Saturday at 7pm 
and will offer a drop of 
the Irish, a hot spoonful of 
salsa and a twist of Tamla, 
shaken up with thirty years 
of rock and roll experience 
and garnished with good 
humour. 
Tickets for this event are 
£10 for adults and £8 for 
concessions.

Music  on  offer  at  
the  Town  Hall

Durham, Mrs Sue Snowdon, 
has kindly agreed to carry 
out the opening ceremony.
The project will have an 
inter-generational focus 
with strong youth group 
and local school involve-
ment from the outset. 
A number of specific topics 
have already been identi-
fied including setting up 

on-line educational facility 
relating to local history; 
establishing a visual 
timeline display relating to 
key local events; compiling 
a railway related exhibi-
tion room, including a col-
lection of locally sourced 
artefacts; and further 
exploration of the history 
of the town’s railway 
manufacturer, Lingford, 
Gardiner & Co. 

From page 1

Bishop  Auckland  
Heritage  Project 

SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

Legges Florist
49 Fore Bondgate, Bishop 
Auckland, Co. Durham DL14 6JU

Special Mother’s Day Sunday 6th March
Beautiful Bouquets, Baskets,

Boxed Flowers & Arrangements
Made with quality flowers and in your own design

OrDers nOw Being tAken
Also funeral tributes, wedding flowers & photography

Ask about free wedding flowers

01388 606461/ 07710 139498
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PICKUPANDDELIVERYONREQUEST

DROP’N’SHOP
Why not MOT your car while you spend the day

shopping at Tindale Retail Park?

Unit 1, Abraham Enterprise Park, St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, County Durham DL14 9TT • 01388 605080

Mots
Servicing
Tyres

Welding
Van Hire
Recovery

• Car and Van
MOT Testing

Classes
4, 5 & 7
• Car

maintenance
and Repairs

We are open: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm, Sat 7.00am - 12.00pm

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets| Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades| Inspection & Testing |

 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 
All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |

No Job Too Big or Too Small
Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Cllr Sam Zair, left, and Tesco Community Champion, John Bailey, hand over end of 
season stock to several local schools and groups for community use.

Tesco  volunteer  and  Cllr  Zair  
give  out  Halloween  costumes

Tesco’s Community 
Champion volunteer in 
Bishop Auckland, John 
Bailey recently contacted 
Councillor Sam Zair to 
find out who in the Bishop 
Auckland and Weardale 
areas could benefit from 
Tesco’s end-of-season 
stock of themed Halloween 
costumes which would oth-
erwise have been thrown 
out.
Cllr Zair, in turn, contacted 
his division in Bishop 
Auckland and alerted many 
community groups who he 
thought may benefit from 
using the costumes.
Evergreen Special Needs 

Primary School, Bishop 
Auckland Theatre Hoo-
ligans, Etherley Lane 
Primary, St Anne’s Primary 
and Stanley Crook Primary 
all turned up at Cllr Zair’s 
café to receive the items.
Weardale Drama Group, 
who had expressed an 
interest in using the 
costumes, were also on 
hand to collect their 
outfits.
Outfits ranged in size from 
three months to fourteen 
years old and could be used 
by a variety of schools and 
community groups catering 
for a range of children from 
different age groups. 

John Bailey said: “It’s really 
nice to put these items 
back into the community.”
As well as facilitating the 
handover of the donated 
costumes, Cllr Zair has sup-
ported several local groups 
from his Members Initiative 
Fund, including Butterwick 
Hospice’s Santa on a Mo-
torbike, Wear Valley Ar-
thritis Care Support, Bishop 
Auckland and Cockton Hill 
bowling clubs, a digital 
radio project, Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis Club, 
Durham Amateur Football 
Trust’s Birth of the Blues, 
a festive fair at Bishop 
Auckland College, and the 
Four Clocks Partnership. 
A total of £1,600 was spent 
in grants to local groups. 
Cllr Zair said: “I am pleased 
that the above groups have 
and will benefit from this 
funding.”

The McGuiness Gallery 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall will be showcasing a 
variety of mining paintings 
from Monday 7th to Sunday 
27th March. 
There will be approxi-
mately sixty paintings to 
be enjoyed by the public. 
For more information, visit 
Tony Hughes at Whessoe 
Antiques & Collectables 
(Unit 14, Whessoe Road, 

Darlington) from Wed-Sat 
(9.45am-4.15pm). Or call 
01325 247700 between 
6.30pm and 8.30pm. 

Mining  exhibition  at  
McGuiness  Gallery

01388 662777
5 star deli takeaway

chinese noodles

nOODLES WITH SWEET & SOUR CHICKEn OR 
CHICKEn CURRY WITH OR WITHOUT CHIPS

LOTS OF OTHER DEALS AVAILABLE 

11 Peel st, BishoP 
auckland, county 
durham, dl14 7lF

don’t Forget! CALL In BEFORE 
9.00Am TO gET YOUR BACOn OR 

SAUSAgE SAnDWICH FOR OnLY £1

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

tel: 01388 605136

Sat 5th March: mark elvis nixon
Sat 12th March: anthony williamson

Sat 19th March: simon kane

Sat 26th March: mark andrews

Flats to Let
1 & 2 bedrooms 

GCH DG
In Princes Street
Bishop Auckland
DSS considered

£70 pw
Tel: 07920001822

Hairdressing 
Chair Rental 

Available 
In a busy, well located 

Bishop Auckland 
Salon

Telephone
01388 609739

R. BROWN MUSIC TUITION
In Your Home

Guitar, Bass, Drums
Friendly, Experienced Teacher
Tel. Roger on 01325 321 444

Services

The Grand
South Church Road, Bishop Auckland

Tel 07463 16 1961
Every Thursday Quiz Night, 8.30pm
Every Friday  Karaoke, 8.30pm
Band Night   Saturday 5th March
  JD & The Woodsmen
Real Ales   From Local breweries
Meals   Served daily. 
Sunday  Sunday Carvery 
  12 noon - 3pm
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High Quality gates 
 garden Fences - wall railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

St Cuthbert’s Church in 
Etherley is hosting a range 
of services and events this 
March.
The service timetable is as 
follows: Holy Communion 
at 9.15am on Sunday 6th 
March; Holy Communion in 
following week on Sunday 
13th March also at 9.15am;
a service on Sunday 20th 
March at 9.15am, held at 
St Paul’s Church in Witton 
Park, which will be the 
alternative to a lack of 
9.15am service at St Cuth-
bert’s on that particular 
date; Holy Communion 
at 9.15am on Sunday 27th 
March (Easter Sunday). 
On Monday 1st March at 
1pm, Toft Hill Primary 
School members of St. 
Cuthbert’s Church in 
Etherley and Escomb will 
start bringing the Bible 
to life at Toft Hill Primary 
School by means of short 
stories enacted by adults 
and the pupils of the 
school.
On Friday 11th March at 
7pm, St. Cuthbert’s Church 
Singalong will take place 
in the church. A wide se-
lection  of hymns and fun 
songs will be sung. 
A spokesperson said: 
“Please do come along 
and tell anyone else who 
normally joins us. 
“Do you play an instrument 
or want to start playing 
one? Come along and join 
us. We have a selection 
of guitars, keyboards and 
drums available.”
On Tuesday 8th March 
from 3.15pm-5pm the 
church will be hosting 
an afternoon of fun, 
games, singing and food 
in an event called ‘Messy 
Church’ at Toft Hill Meth-
odist Church Hall, South 
Road, Toft Hill. 
Both parents and children 
are welcome to go along 
and join in the fun.
On Sunday 20th March 
from 6pm, Middleton and 

Teesdale Silver Band will 
be in concert with a pro-
gramme of varied music. 
Band director, David Dye, 
will have baton in hand, at 
Toft Hill Village Hall. 
A pie and pea supper is 
included in the price of £6 
for adults and £4 for con-
cessions. Contact Barrie, 
Sheila or Terry for tickets 
on 01388 833118 and 01388 
832243 respectively.
On Good Friday, 25th 
March at 9.30am, join the 
annual Walk of Witness 
through the village, where 
you will be accompanied 
by Bishop Paul Butler, 
Bishop of Durham. 
The walk will start from 
the Sportsman Inn, Toft 
Hill and will stop off at 
various locations in the 
village for reflection and 
prayers before finishing 
at Dr. Ward’s house for 
refreshments.
On Friday 25th March at 
7pm there will be a sin-
galong in St. Cuthbert’s 
Church. Attendees will 
sing a selection of hymns 
and songs for fun. 
Finally, on the last 
Thursday of each month, 
St. Cuthbert’s Bible Study 
will take place at Barrie 
Kirton’s house. 
Places are limited so 
anyone who would like to 
attend can contact Barrie 
on 01388 833118 or by 
e-mail at  barrie.kirton@
btinternet.com. 
For more information on all 
of the church’s events, visit 
stcuthbertsetherley.co.uk.

Events  at  St  
Cuthbert’s  Church

Over 20 years of experience
Fully Qualified

•  PC and Laptop Repairs
•  Virus Removal
•  Broadband/Network Setup
•  Professional Data Recovery
•  On-site Service
•  EPOS Solutions

•  Website Design
•  Content Management
•  Search Engine Optimization
•  Domain Names
•  Hosting Services
•  Telecoms

Office Number | 01388 330985 
Website | www.abytecomputers.co.uk

A variety of music will be showcased by Bishop Auckland Music Society including 
performances with violins, cellos, clarinets, bassoons and piano.

Bishop  Auckland  Music  Society 
ready  for  2016  concert  season

Bishop  Auckland Music 
Society is delighted to 
announce its concert 
series for 2016.
Once again musicians of 
international standing will 
be  bringing a rich variety 
of classical concerts to 
entertain in the Throne 
Room at Auckland Castle, 
ranging from The Villiers 
Quartet, (violins and 

cello) playing Beethoven 
and Mendelssohn, to tuba 
player Ross Knight with a 
wide-ranging repertoire; 
from The Ellis Ensemble, 
(clarinet, bassoon and 
piano), performing a 
medley to include works by 
Elgar, Glinka and Bruch to 
The Acacia Duo (harp and 
flute). The series culmi-
nates with Schubert, Ravel 

and Debussy performed by 
the dazzling pianist, Mami 
Shikimori. 
Season tickets cost £55   
and single concert tickets 
cost £13.50 and must be 
purchased in advance from 
Brothertons Music Shop 
or from  Brian Varley 0n 
(01388) 606075  otherwise 
a fee of £15 can be paid on 
the door.

To Let
Two & Three Bedroom 

Properties with
Large Gardens

GCH
In Binchester & Newfield

No Bond Required

Tel: 01388 604861



Saturday 27th February 2016The Bishop Press Issue 178 Page 5

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Were you born between 
1930 and 1965? 
Are you an alumnus from 
schools in Close House, 
Coronation, Eldon and 
Auckland Park?
Then join the Dene Valley 
School’s reunion, which 
will take place at Cockton 

Hill Club on 30th April from 
7pm. 
A disco, pie and pea supper 
and a raffle will be on offer 
at the event.
If interested, or in search 
of more information, phone 
Joan on 01388 766400 or 
Kath on 01388 774435.

School  reunion

Holy Week is coming up 
next month and Bishop 
Paul Butler, the Bishop of 
Durham,  will be joining St 
Cuthberts at each of the 
five churches in the Escomb 
Group of Parishes on the 
following dates: Monday 
21st March, 7pm at Witton 
Park; Tuesday 22nd March, 
7pm at Witton-le-Wear; 
Wednesday 23rd March, 
7pm at St James Ham-
sterley; Maundy Thursday 
24th March, 6.45pm (for 

start at 7pm) at Escomb 
Saxon Inn for the Passover 
Meal and Eucharist; Good 
Friday/25th March, 9.30am 
which includes a Walk of 
Witness at St Cuthbert’s 
Etherley followed by Medi-
tations at the Cross at Sts 
Philip and James, Witton-
le-Wear from 2pm-3pm and 
Meditations at the Cross 
at St James’ Church Ham-
sterley from 2-3pm. Visit 
stcuthbertsetherley.co.uk/ 
for more information. 

Holy  Week  at  St  
Cuthbert’s

 Stowaway is set to slip into Bishop Auckland Town Hall as “the bright young things of 
British theatre” bring their latest show to County Durham.

Stowaway  comes  to  Bishop 
Auckland  Town Hall

A Stowaway is set to slip 
into Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall as “the bright young 
things of British theatre” 
bring their latest show to 
County Durham.
On Wednesday 24th 
February, as the venue 
continues to take part 
in febfest, a three-week 
programme of arts events 
across the town, the 
award-winning company 
Analogue bring their tale 
of an extraordinary journey 
in search of an impossible 
future to the South Durham 
stage.
Stowaway, which was 
inspired by a number of 
real-life stories, tells of a 
man from India who, des-
perate to change his life, 
hides in the wheel arch of a 
commercial airliner bound 
for the UK – only to hours 
later be found frozen in the 

car park of a DIY superstore 
in a leafy outer London 
suburb.
With the skeleton of a 
plane cutting across the 
stage, the play flies back 
and forth through time and 
place to explore a journey 
that leaves the man far 
from home and adrift from 
everything he knows.
Next week also sees 
Jackass Youth Theatre take 
to the stage to perform a 
new play, What Are They 
Like, which examines the 
changing nature of the re-
lationship between parents 
and their children as ado-
lescence takes its grip and 
adulthood beckons.
The play by Lucinda Coxon 
was especially written for 
young performers and, 
through the course of the 
show – on Monday 22nd 
February - the troop will 

take on existential angst, 
mood swings, fashion 
fiascos, terrifying physical 
changes and never having 
enough money… and that’s 
just the parents! 
Tickets for Stowaway – 
which is suitable for the-
atregoers aged 14 and over 
- cost £10 or £8 for conces-
sions. 
Tickets for What Are They 
Like – which is suitable for 
all ages - cost £6 and £4 for 
concessions. 
To book for the shows – 
which both take place 
at 7.30pm – call Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall’s Box 
Office on 03000 269 524 or 
visit the venue in person. 
To find out more about the 
plays visit bishopauckland-
townhall.org.uk.

HARRISon bRown wIndowS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Robson St, Shildon DL4 1EB 

TEL: 01388 778070
BRAND NEW TYRES!!!

FITTED AND BALANCED

205-55-16,
BUDGETS - £30
MICHELIN - £60

MOTS - £40

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

A charity night will be held 
at the Belvedere Social 
Club on Saturday 12th 
March at 6.30pm in order 
to raise funds for the Great 
North Air Ambulance.
The doors open at 6.30pm 
and visitors can enjoy per-
formances from the popular 

band, ‘Soul Central’ and 
comedy hypnotist, Adam 
Night. There is also a DJ 
disco, a raffle and a hot 
beef bun and gravy supper.
Tickets are £10 and avail-
able to purchase from the 
club, on the door, or by 
calling 079 291 25405.

Charity  night

West Auckland WMC

Saturday 19th March
STERLING

Saturday 5th March
DANGERZONE

Saturday 12th March
BOBBY THOMSON 
SHOW (tickets)
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meikles
solicitors
FAMILY  CHILDREN  WILLS 

 PROBATE  LPAs  LITIGATION
MENTAL  HEALTH

EMPLOYMENT  
CONVEYANCING

CRIMINAL 
YOUR LOCAL 

LEGAL EXPERTS
01388 451 122

Beverley Toole and Maria Postma of Darlington Building Society paint on while Kate 
Gorman, Pod Manager, holds a cheque. 

Business  hub  gets  a  boost  
from  building  society

Volunteers from the 
Bishop Auckland branch 
of the Darlington Building 
Society, alongside peers at 
the Tubwell Row branch, 
swapped books and pens 
for paint and brushes as 
they freshened up The Pod 
in Bishop Auckland’s Market 
Place in order to mark a 
milestone year.
The Darlington Building 
Society is celebrating 
its 160th anniversary by 
pledging to use  £160,000 
from its community fund 
and 160 volunteer days to 
help 160 local organisations 
and causes, of which The 
Pod is one.
The Society’s Bishop 
Auckland branch has 
donated £100 from its com-
munity fund to buy deco-
rating supplies to cook-up 
a new look for a tired and 
dated kitchen at The Pod, 
which is run by the charita-
ble Auckland Castle Trust.
The exciting business initia-
tive, which was launched in 
April last year, acts as an 
incubator space for Bishop 
Auckland-based creative 
and artisan ventures to 
grow and develop their 
commercial skills in a safe 
environment, as well as a 
gallery and exhibition area.
It is an integral part of the 
Auckland Castle Trust’s 
long-term ambition to revi-
talise the economy of this 
part of South West Durham 
on the back of the £60m 
development and conser-
vation of the former home 

of England’s only Prince 
Bishops.
Darlington Building Society 
employees, Maria Postma 
and Beverley Toole both 
worked alongside Auckland 
Castle Trust’s head of 
volunteering, Michele Arm-
strong, to revamp The Pod’s 
kitchen, which is used by 
business owners utilising 
the special pop-up spaces 
from which they can craft 
and sell their work.
Beverley, a customer 
service consultant of the 
Bishop Auckland branch, 
was one of the team which 
volunteered to help with 
the decorating.
She said: “We decided 
to support The Pod after 
visiting Auckland Castle with 
our Chief Executive, Colin 
Fyfe. Whilst taking a tour of 
the castle we heard how the 
Auckland Castle Trust has 
taken over an empty shop in 
the Market Place and is using 

it to help new businesses get 
on their feet.
“One of the pledges we 
have made as part of the 
Society’s 160th anniversary 
is to use our time, com-
munity fund and resources 
to help local businesses, 
organisations and chari-
ties, whether that means 
spending a day painting as 
we did, purchasing equip-
ment, or loaning our van to 
help move goods around.”
Michele Armstrong, Head of 
Volunteering at Auckland 
Castle, added: “This 
makeover came at no cost 
to us, which was wonder-
ful, as the Auckland Castle 
Trust is a registered charity. 
We want to prepare people 
for business so that when 
visitors are attracted to 
Bishop Auckland by the de-
velopments going on at the 
castle and further afield, 
they will find a thriving, 
confident town.” 

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTIONOF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393

IF Security
20 Years’  Experience, serving 

the Bishop Auckland area

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

ifproducts07@gmail.com

Some of the regular ac-
tivities include Crafty Tots, 
Healthy Heart group, Pipes 
and Drums, Table Tennis, 
Jazz Bands, Youth Clubs 
and Taekwondo.
The open day will last from 
10am till 1pm. 
Anyone requesting more 
information can call 01388 
458 470 or visit hen-
knowlecommunitycentre.
weebly.com.

The Henknowle Commu-
nity Centre will be opening 
its doors to the public on 
Saturday 19th March to 
celebrate it’s 40th anni-
versary.
The day will take place in 
order to allow local resi-
dents the opportunity to 
peruse the centre and find 
out more about the groups 
that currently use it on a 
weekly basis.

Community  Centre  
hosts  Open  Day

The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr Lee 
Brownson, is hosting a Civic 
Charity Ball on Saturday 9th 
April. 
It will be held in the Throne 
Room at Auckland Castle 
and there will be an arrival 
drinks reception followed 
by a three-course dinner.
Tickets are priced at £40 
per person and all proceeds 
of the evening will go 

to the Mayor’s chosen 
charity, Help for Heroes. 
The theme of the evening 
will be the ‘Rat Pack era’ 
and entertainment will be 
from the award winning 
entertainer, Chris Dakers.
Spaces are limited, so in-
terested readers are urged 
to contact Sheila on 01388 
609852 or email council@
bishopauckland-tc.gov.uk 
as soon as possible.

Mayor’s Charity Ball

The History of Bishop 
Auckland Facebook Page is 
hosting the popular Bishop 
Gathering Event for the 
second year running. 
The event will take place 
on Tuesday 26th April at 
The Stanley Jefferson 
(Wetherspoons) in Bishop 

Auckland Market Place. 
A spokesperson for the 
page said: “The Gathering 
Event was a roaring success 
last year and a lot of 
people managed to make it 
to the event to share their 
memories and have a catch 
up.”

History  of  Bishop  
Auckland  FB  page

Bishop Auckland’s British 
Heart Foundation store 
at 85 Newgate Street is 
asking readers to donate 
any spare items the store is 
particularly short of.
A spokesperson for the 
shop said: “We are cur-
rently very short of ladies 
shoes, bric-a-brac and 
clothing of all sizes for 
men, women and children.

“We operate a collection 
service, so readers can 
call and arrange for items 
to be collected from their 
homes.”
The store is open seven 
days a week, from 9.30am 
- 5pm from Monday to 
Saturday and from 10am - 
4pm on Sundays. 
The store can be contacted 
by calling 01388 663802.

Charity  store  asks  
for  donations
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Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sun 28th Feb BERNIE &  
 THE BLUE NOTES
Sat 5th March COLD HEARTED
Sun 6th March SIX NOWT
Sat 12th March THE KITES
Sun 13th March   101
From 14th March open every day for Cheltham Race 

Bishopsgate Lodge Care 
Home, on Hexham street, 
recently received a “good” 
rating from the Care Quality 
Commission. 
The inspection, which took 
place in November and 
December, rated the home 
“good” on five key areas: 
safe, effective, caring, re-
sponsive and well-led.
Staff at the home were very 
pleased with the result.
The care home manager, 
Paul Burn said: “The team 
at Bishopsgate Lodge are 
delighted to have received 
this award.
“They all work every day 
to ensure residents at Bish-
opsgate Lodge receive the 
kindest care.”
The care home impressed 
with its sufficient number 
of staff in order to help 
with the needs of people 
who used its service; staff 
training which was found 

to be up-to-date; and pro-
tection from risks associ-
ated with poor nutrition. 
However records were 
inconsistent and a few in-
vestigations were carried 
out regarding accidents, 
and some people were 
protected against risks as-
sociated with the unsafe 
use and management of 
medicines.
The Care Quality Commis-
sion were also impressed 
with the dignity and respect 
with which patients at the 
care home were treated. 
A full activity-packed pro-
gramme was also always 
found to be offered.
HC-One managing director, 
Liz Whyte said: “It is great 
to hear of Bishopsgate 
Lodge’s achievement which 
is a reflection of the great 
work the team put in to 
provide residents with the 
kindest care.”

Bishopsgate  Lodge  
is  rated  “good”

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

St  Mary’s  juniors  round  up
It was an active weekend 
for St Mary’s Juniors with 15 
games played and the clubs 
managing to win all 6 home 
games and winning 11 and 
draw 1 in total.
The U7 Kings started the 
games off with a great game 
against Hartlepool with 
goals from Jake Wilkinson 
3,Jay Bramley and Timmy 
Burandt. The Development 
game was a good draw 
with goals from MOM Billy 
Dobson and Harry Black.
The U8 Aces put up a 
good performance against 
Wynyard with Marley per-
forming well.
The U8 Kings had a fabulous 
performance against 
Norton & Stockton with 
goals from McKenzie Kirtley 
3, Mason Wright 2, Tyler 
Richardson and goal keeper 
Zach Wilkinson with a great 
set piece.
The U9 Aces were also away 
at Norton & Stockton and 
had a good draw with Sam 
Hopper scoring. with stand 
in keeper Jake Pinkney 
saving a penalty. Clarke 
Lightfoot was MOM for the 
development with 3 goals 
along with Connor Adams 
and Jake Pinkney scoring.
The U9 Kings lost out to 
Newton Aycliffe with Cobie 
Woods MOM and Noah 
Fawcett scoring in the de-
velopment game.
The U 10 Aces had a great 
win over Stockton Blues 
with goals from MOM Dylan 
Dobson 2 and a penalty 
from Arrun Roe- photo 
attached
The U10 Kings also had a 
good game away at Wynyard 
with goals from MOM Ben 
Creamer and Adam Wilson 
with Luke Teare getting 
MOM off the manager.
The U11 Aces had a great 
4-0 away win at Marton 
with goals from with goals 
from Jack Dixon, Danny 
Shaw 2 and Kian Baker.

The U11 Kings had a great 
win over Marton with goals 
from Luke Pinkney 2 and 
Joe Sparke with Robbie 
Stephenson MOM.
The U12 Kings had a very 
exciting 3-2 win over Marton 
also with goals from Harry 
Mounsey, Sonny Richardson 
and Kyle Blacklock with Kya 
Crawford MOM.
The U12 aces just lost out 
in a close game away at 
Golden Flats with goals 
from MOM Robbie Vickers 2 
and Ryan Byrne.
The U13’s also had a very 
exciting 4-3 win over Thirsk 
after going behind 3-2 with 
10 min to go. Goals from 
Regan Nixon 3 and Alfie 
Madgewick secured the 
win.
The U 14 Aces had another 
good win away at Nunthor-
pe to stay top of the first 
div. with goals from Adam 
Dovaston, Noah Ellis, 
Jake Ellison and Gideon 
Kanyondo.
The U14 Kings had a great 
2-1 win away at Yarm also 
with goals from Archy 
Pennington and Wizzem 
Azouzzi along with Jack 
Nevin MOM.
The U16’s kept up their 
unbeaten run in the league 
with a 6-2 win over Cleve-
land Hawks with goals 
from James Hardy, Cieran 
Jackson 2, Daniel Nelson, 
Cameron Tague and MOM 
Aidan Crooks.
The club wants to wish one 
of our coaches Davey Grant 
off our U7 Aces team good 
luck fighting on the UFC 
fighting club bill on sat 
night at the O2 Arena.
Photo attached of our U10 
Aces who had a great win 
over Stockton Blues.
15 games to look forward 
to this weekend with an 
exciting Quarter final for 
our U12 Aces kicking off at 
home at 12.00 .
The previous weeks games 

were:
The U17’s had a terrific 5-0 
win over Hetton Lyons in 
the league cup to take them 
into the Qtr finals with 
goals from Harry Coulthard, 
Tommy-Lee Maddison, Luke 
Bailey, Steven Taylor and 
Aiden Hart.
The U14 Aces unfortu-
nately lost out 3-1 in the 
County Cup semi final in a 
close game with the teams 
drawing 1-1 at half time and 
the game swinging both 
ways.
The U12 Aces had a great 
game and a 4-2 win over 
Stockton West End with 
MOM Ryan Byrne scoring 3 
and along with Ethan Jones 
1.
The U12 Kings also had 
a great 2-0 away win at 
Greatham with Kyle Black-
lock scoring them both. 
Kyle is currently on trial 
with Newcastle United at 
the moment and all week 
so good luck to him.
The U11 Aces had a great 
performance over New 
Marske with goals from 
Kyle Emery 2, Jack Dixon 
and Bradley Charlton with 
Danny Shaw MOM.
The U11 Kings had a close 
game away at Tibs just 
losing out with Lennon 
Seymour scoring and Luke 
Pinkney MOM.
The U10 Kings had a fantas-
tic display away at Norton 
& Stockton with goals 
from Arron Maughan 3,Ben 
Creamer 2, Adam Wilson, 
Joe Dunn and MOM Ethan 
Flint. photo attached
The 9 Kings managed to 
inflict Leven FC first home 
defeat of the season with 
a superb away win with 
2 goals from MOM James 
Whales. Blake Milroy was 
MOM in the development 
game.
The U8 Aces had a great 
game away at Greatham 
with Adam Petty MOM.

Quality Kitchens  
& Appliances

From a leading manufacturer
Expert design and installation 
Granite worktops and a large 

range of styles. Can design 
and supply within days!

Call Gerry Brown for  
a free consultation on :

07791 741112 or   
01388 349210

Simon Blacklock, 41, from 
Bishop Auckland was 
handed a suspended prison 
sentence after he was 
found with a knife, which 
he had been using to cut 
pipes for a plumbing job.
He pleaded guilty to poses-
sion of the three-inch knife 
at Newton Aycliffe Mag-

istrates’ Court yesterday 
after a stop check on a car 
on January 17th in Brussel-
ton View resulted in police 
finding Mr Blacklock, who 
was a passenger in the car, 
with the knife. Blacklock 
was given an eight week 
prison sentence, suspended 
for 12 months. 

Suspended  sentence

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUToELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...



Saturday 27th February 2016 The Bishop PressIssue 178Page 8

Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

Bishop Auckland TTC players enjoyed a masterclass from legendary British player, Des 
Douglas, Italian Champion, Fabio Mantegazza and U21’s National Champion, Gavin Evans.

Legends  deliver  table  tennis  
masterclass  at Bishop  Auckland 

Parents and carers couldn’t  
find words to adequately 
express their gratitude to 
the coaching and organising 
team at Bishop Auckland 
Table Tennis Club’s (BATTC) 
most recent training camp.
The camp offered world-
leading sessions and activi-
ties which saw young players 
from as far as Cardiff and 
Edinburgh join local young 
players at Bishop Auckland 
Table Tennis Centre.
The camp was headed-up 
by table tennis legend Des 
Douglas. 
Des, a former world number 
seven and European top 
12 winner was joined by 
Fabio Mantegazza, former 
Italian number three and 
current over 40’s National 

Champion, and Gavin 
Evans, former Junior 
European champion and 
u21’s National Champion.
Forty young players worked 
incredibly hard to improve 
their game, working on 
their footwork, polish-
ing their serves and point 
winning whilst receiving the 
benefit of having the best 
possible role models who 
offered experience as well 
as new ways of thinking. 
All of this which now can be 
used by the youngsters to 
better their game play and 
attitude.
One of the parents in at-
tendance said: “Thank 
you all on your three-day 
training camp. To all at 
BATTC, thank you!” 

Club spokesperson, Matt 
Porter, said: “The camp 
was a huge success.
“Each and every player 
worked really hard to get 
as much out of the camp as 
they could. 
“Having Des, Gavin and 
Fabio on board to help the 
young players was fantas-
tic. 
“They really helped 
everyone with their experi-
ence and different ways of 
thinking.”
The club runs weekly 
sessions for under 18’s on 
Mondays and Fridays from 
6pm-7.30pm and for adults 
on Mondays and Thurs-
days from 7.30pm-9.30pm, 
both at Bishop Barrington 
School. 
Sessions cost £3 with equip-
ment provided. For more 
information contact Matt 
on 07411 018 856. 

The Pontone brothers were 
back to winning ways at 
the inter regional qualifiers 
held on the 20th February 
at Ormseby Table Tennis 
Club.
Ten-year-old Leo started 
the day in the u11’s where 
he reached the final which 
means he has secured 
his place before his final 
match. 
However, Leo wasn’t going 
home in second place; 
playing some great table 
tennis, he spun his way to 
victory over his opponent 
who last time had beaten 
Leo in the national Cadet 
League. However, twelve-
year-old Luca was not 
going to be out done by his 
younger brother. 
Luca, in a group of 6 for the 
under 13’s boys, came out 
in 2nd place only losing to 
top seed Adam Gent. 
This 2nd place saw him also 
score a 3-0 win over his 
younger sibling.
Leo came out with a 4th 
place finish and an outside 
chance of still playing. 
The under 15’s saw Sam 
Hume fall short by the 
smallest of margins losing 

to winner David Gofton and 
runner up Adam Gent both 
in the 5th set.
Luca did extremely well to 
finish joint 3rd in the u15’s 
boys making it out of his 
group and then losing in the 
semi-final to David Gofton.
Both Leo and Luca will 
now go on to represent the 
North East at the National 
Regional Finals in Ketter-
ing on Saturday 21st and 
Sunday 22nd May.  

Brothers  on  way  to   
national  finals

Luca, 12 (left) and Leo 
Pontone, 10, from Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Club. 

Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer
Half tHe price of Bt

Reliable, local and 
cheap. For faults, 
repairs, slow broadband, 
extensions, new sockets 
and much more.

Call or text
07498 156 224

G MATTHEWS
BUILDER AND STONE MASON

ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING  
AND STONE WORK

 CARRIED OUT.
HOME RENOVATIONS - NEW 

BUILDS - ROOFING 

TEL: 07543691531
GARETHMATTHEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

CALL FOR FREE QUOTE 

Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 
Lee Brownson was recently 
welcomed to the newly 
formed Bishop Juniors FC 
during one of their training 
sessions at King James 
Academy.
The club, which opened 
last September, aims to 
provide football training to 
young people of all ages in 
a safe, friendly and profes-
sional environment.
The Mayor said: “It was 
a pleasure to be invited 
along to see the set-up 
and watch the training 
sessions. 
“It was clear that there 
was a very high standard 
of coaching on display and 

the children loved being 
part of it.”
David Tait, the club’s 
football development 
officer, secretary and 
founder commented: “We 
will try to give as many 
players as possible the op-
portunity to compete in 
leagues.
“We hope to grow and have 
multiple teams in the same 
age groups, for different 
abilities.”
Sessions run at King James 
every Saturday from 9am-
12noon for 4- to 19-year-
olds.
For more information, call 
Mr Tait on 075 359 15275 or 
visit bishopjuniorsfc.co.uk.

Mayor  visits  Juniors


