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County Durham’s rich 
clothes-making heritage is 
being revived for a spectac-

Costume  makers  set  to  dress  
up  epic  night  show

ular live action night show. 
Preparations are being 
made for “Kynren – an epic 

tale of England”, which 
starts next July and will 
take the audience on a 
captivating journey through 
2,000 years of British 
history as seen through 
the eyes of the North East. 
Participating in the show 
will be 34 riding and driving 
horses and more than 1,000 
volunteers, who will wear a 
stunning repertoire of 1,843 
bespoke costumes to bring 
to life key historical events 
and milestones. Thirty-two 
of the volunteers make up 
the busy costumes team, 
which is set to receive a 
boost with the addition of 
two extra pairs of hands. 
Event organiser, Eleven 
Arches is seeking to appoint 
a skilled seamstress and 
an experienced costume 
workshop manager to help 
create the costumes, which 
collectively will be made 
out of dozens of materials 
that would span a stagger-
ing 16 kilometres if they 
were put alongside each 
other.
The new recruits will assist 
head of costumes, Charlotte 

An artist’s impression of some of the costumes that will feature in the show, which will 
take the audience on a captivating journey through 2,000 years of British history

Continued on page 5

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Fri 18 December: PANTO: BEAUTY &
THE BEAST. 7-9Pm. Panto Tickets £3
Sat 19 December: DEK JACKSON
Christmas Eve: KEV ARCHER
Boxing Day: GRAHAm HUNTER
 followed by ExCAliBUR

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sat 19th Dec: Live Band 
Sun 20th Dec: Early Morning Empire
Sun 27th Dec:  ELI
New Year’s Eve: Dee Tees + Hot Buffet  
 (Tickets only £7)

Sun 3rd Jan:  Monks in an Egg Cup

The AcleT
01388 327335

Live Music Every 2nd Friday

Brooklands, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6PW

Lager & Bitter only £1.99 pint

Opening Times:
Mon-Thurs:  3-11.30pm, Fri: 3-12.30am, 

Sat: 12 Noon-12.30am Sun: 12 Noon-11pm

Free Function Room available

Sunday Lunch 12 noon till 3pm 
Only £4.99 including dessert

Bingo & Open The Box every Tuesday after 
the quiz and every Sunday at 6pm

Quiz Night every Tuesday

Accommodation now available
from £20 per night per person

Christmas Eve, Boxing Day & New Year’s Eve
Disco Karaoke

Merry ChristMas
From The Bishop Press

Everyone at the Bishop Press would like 
to take this opportunity to express our 
gratitude for the support we’ve received 
from our readers, advertisers and volunteers 
throughout the year.
We would like to thank our advertisers for 
keeping our non-profit community newspaper 
going. Please continue to show your solid 
support! We’d also like to acknowledge 
everyone at Addo Print (in Newton Acycliffe). 
A particular thank you goes to John Brennan 
and Mabel Hanmer for their services to the 
paper.
But it is our readers who are most deserving 
of our appreciation; without your news and 
information, continued support and demand 
for the Bishop Press we simply could not exist. 
Please continue to send in your news and we 
look forward to seeing you all again next year 
on Saturday 16th January. 
2015 has been a year of change for The 
Bishop Press. Editor, Stephanie Bennett and 
her husband, Michael, have recently become 
proud parents to beautiful Evelyn.  
While Stephanie is on maternity leave, Archie 
has taken over editorial duties, and Vita has 
joined as an apprentice to provide an extra 
helping hand!
Merry Christmas! From Jeff, Steph, Archie, 
Les, Sarah and Vita at The Bishop Press.
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In Memoriam

Classifieds
All about local people ...

            Bishop press
  The

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

Missed Xmas and every day 

Margaret Moffatt

Love James, Deborah 
and Family

Tommy and 
Pauline Stuart

Missed Xmas and every day

Love Deborah
James and Family

In Memoriam

Voters in Bishop Auckland 
will be asked for their 
views on the North East’s 
devolution agreement via 
a postal vote next month 
(January 2016).
A pack, including informa-
tion on the agreement from 
Government to the North 
East Combined Authority, 
and questions, together 
with details on how to 
take part will be sent to all 
people registered to vote 
in the county.
The approach was agreed 
by Durham County Council 
members at a meeting of 
full council and will be 
funded from the coun-
cil’s revenue contingency 
budget.
The proposed devolution 
agreement was negoti-
ated with Government by 
the North East Combined 
Authority, which is made 
up of the seven councils 
covering Gateshead, New-
castle, North and South 
Tyneside, Northumberland, 
Sunderland and County 
Durham.
It would see decisions 
about transport, invest-
ment, funding, skills 
training, business support, 
housing and strategic 
planning being made in the 
North East instead of in 
London.
It would also bring an ad-

ditional £30m a year over 
the next 30 years, which 
would be pumped into the 
regional economy through 
investment, job creation, 
transport improvement 
and more targeted skills 
training.
Cllr Simon Henig, Leader 
of Durham County Council, 
said: “Consultation with 
residents is really impor-
tant to us. It’s vital we 
understand how decisions 
affect people and the 
devolution agreement 
contains some really big 
changes for the region.
“I would therefore en-
courage everyone who 
is eligible to vote in the 
county to let us know what 
they think via this poll 
once they’ve received the 
information pack from mid-
January.”
The results of the poll will 
not be binding but they will 
help to inform the county 
council’s decision.

Household  poll  on 
devolution  agreed

Find us on Facebook at

facebook.com/bishoppress

Year 10 students, pictured with Mrs Cross, prepare for their third delivery to 
Woodhouse Close Foodbank.  

Young  people  at  King  James 
show  true  community  spirit

Students, parents and staff 
at King James I Academy 
have worked together to 
reach out to those in need 
both in their local commu-
nity and around the world.
Thanks to a range of fun-
draising events, the school 
has recently donated gifts 
of food, toiletries and 
money to various charity 
organisations, including 
Bishop Auckland Foodbank, 
TFM Radio’s Cash for Kids 
and Christian Aid.
In the last week of term 
alone, students made 
three trips to their local 
foodbank at Woodhouse 
Close Church on Wood-

house Close Estate. 
Run by volunteers, the 
facility is a vital source of 
support for local families 
who are facing hardship 
and struggling to make 
ends meet.
Students also took part in 
a sponsored non-uniform 
day to raise funds for TFM 
Radio’s Christmas Charity 
to help local children across 
the region who are living 
in poverty, and to support 
Christian Aid in buying 
nets to tackle malaria in 
Nigeria, where an estimat-
ed 250,000 children under 
the age of five die of the 
deadly disease each year.
Religious Studies Teacher, 
Mrs Cross, who organised 
the events said: “Fundrais-
ing and community involve-
ment is a huge part of life 
at King James. 
“We wanted to do some-
thing to help support our 
local families, as well as 
our friends at Christian 
Aid and we have certainly 
achieved our goal. 
“At King James we really 

are a community school 
and nothing demonstrates 
this more than the over-
whelming support we have 
had from students, parents 
and teachers – this is going 
to make such a difference 
to those who need it most. 
Thank you to everyone.”
Christian Aid’s regional 
coordinator for County 
Durham, Emma Peak, 
who visited the school to 
talk about the dangers of 
malaria said: “It’s fantastic 
that the students at King 
James have chosen to think 
about how to help people 
in need at Christmas time 
when it can be so easy to 
just think about the ex-
citements of the festive 
season. 
“The school’s donation will 
help prevent thousands of 
unnecessary deaths.”
Since September, the 
school has also raised 
money for Macmillan 
Cancer Support, The 
Migrant Crisis, Children in 
Need, World Aids Day and 
the BATH Brazil Project.

Advertise in 
The Bishop Press

Call Jeff on
01388 775896

0790 999 2731
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A weekly prayer initiative 
at St Anne’s Church takes 
place every Thursday with 
the exception of Christmas 
Day and the New Year. 
The intiative - which gives 
people a quiet space and a 
time for personal prayer as 
well as collective praying 
- began on Thursday 5th 
November and lasts from 

12 noon to 1pm. 
“There’s also a time for 
words of encouragement at 
12.30pm, led by one of our 
clergy members,” added a 
spokesperson.
The next time for prayer 
after Christmas will be on 
Thursday 14th January and 
will be followed by one on 
Thursday 21st January.

Weekly  prayer 
initiatives  at  St Anne’s

The trial of a man who was 
involved in an attempted 
burglary of the Bishop 
Auckland Railway Station 
is due to take place early 
next year. The crime took 

place between 7th and 8th 
August when Liam John 
Robinson, 22, from Dar-
lington, forced entry into 
the railway station using a 
sledgehammer. 

Burglar  to be sentenced  next year
Robinson admitted a charge 
of burglary with an intent 
to steal when he appeared 
at a magistrates’ court 
days after the incident.
He was due to be sen-
tenced at Durham Crown 
Court on 27th November, 
but the judge insisted he 
be driven back to prison 
after co-accused Jonathon 
Andrew McKenzie pleaded 
not guilty to the charge.
Robinson will remain in 
custody to be sentenced 
after his co-accused’s trial, 
which has been postponed 
to 11th January. 

Bus services will end by 
7pm on Christmas Eve. 
There will be no service 
on Christmas Day and no 
Arriva buses will operate 
on Boxing Day.
On Boxing Day, which falls 
on a Saturday, Go North 
Fast will operate a service 
from Bishop Auckland to 
Durham, Newcastle and 
Eldon Square before re-
turning to Bishop Auckland.
The bus from Bishop 
Auckland departs at 

8.47am and then at hourly 
intervals until 3.47pm. The 
final two buses will depart 
at 4.52pm and 5.57pm.
The bus to Newcastle 
departs at 9.10am then at 
10.05am and at hourly in-
tervals up to 5.05pm.
Buses will run via Spen-
nymoor, New Inn Durham, 
Durham Chester-le-Street, 
Gateshead Interchange and 
Newcastle.
In Durham, buses will run 
from North Road stops.

Holiday  bus  timetable

St Helen’s Parish Church 
on Manor Road is holding a 
series of Christmas Events 
culminating in a family 
mass on Christmas Day.
On Friday 18th December at 
6pm, there will be a Youth 
Carol Service followed by a 
party in the centre.
Then, on Sunday 20th 
December also at 6pm, 
there will be a Parish Carol 
Service which will include 
choir performances from a 
range of local schools.

Christmas Eve, at 4pm, 
will see a family Christmas 
celebration at the Church, 
with a Midnight Mass with 
carols following later in the 
evening at 11.30pm.
Lastly, at 9.30am on Christ-
mas Day, there will be a 
family mass for everyone 
to enjoy.
“Come along to these 
events over the next few 
days and get into the 
festive spirit,” encouraged 
a spokesperson.

Christmas  events

SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

@BishopPress

A group of apprentices, 
including Danielle Lowes 
from Bishop Auckland, 
have experienced a once 
in a lifetime opportunity 
to learn from their Swedish 
counterparts.  
Following a successful 
funding bid by Durham 
County Council earlier in 
the year, the apprentices 
from the council’s Regen-
eration and Economic De-
velopment service spent 
a fortnight working with 
the Swedish authority’s 
External Relations team in 
Vastra Gotaland, Sweden’s 
second most populous 
county. 
The visit was fully funded 
by the European Union’s 
Erasmus+ programme, 
which aims to offer oppor-
tunities for people in the 
UK to study, work, volun-
teer, teach and train in a 
different part of Europe. 
The apprentices spent two 
weeks learning how the 

issues of regeneration are 
tackled in Sweden and all 
about the different social 
and economic challenges 
the country faces. 
Vastra Gotaland has suc-
cessfully completed a 
number of regeneration 
projects and, as well as 
experiencing the different 
culture, the apprentices 
spent their time learning 
different ways of working 
and best practice from 
their hosts. 
They are now in the middle 
of writing a report to 
present to the council’s Re-
generation and Economic 
Development management 
team on how their time 
in Sweden could provide 
ideas for future regen-
eration projects in County 
Durham. 
One apprentice said: “It 
was an amazing experi-
ence. All the apprentices 
felt that the trip massively 
improved our networking 

Authority  apprentices  visit  
Swedish  counterparts

skills as well as boosting 
our self-confidence. 
“Seeing the sights in Goth-
enburg and experiencing 
the Swedish culture is 
something that we’ll never 
forget. 
“We learned a lot from the 
Swedish authority, both 
about regeneration and the 
wider organisation.”
Cllr Neil Foster, cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration, said: “With 
youth unemployment an 
issue in County Durham, 
it’s vital that the council 
leads by example which 
is why our apprenticeship 
programme is so important.
The Erasmus+ scheme has 
not only allowed us to give 
the apprentices the best 
possible chance in their 
future career experience, 
but we’re also hoping that 
what they’ve learned can 
benefit the council and 
the residents of County 
Durham.”

Danielle Lowes, right, is joined by fellow apprentices from Durham County Council on 
the steps of the building in central Gothenburg where they were based during their visit.

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

MONDAYS: FREE JUKEBOX, GAMES NIGHT
TUESDAYS: FREE POOL, GAMES NIGHT
WEDNESDAYS: FREE POOL, COCKTAIL NIGHT

THURSDAYS: KARAOKE from 4pm
FRIDAYS: DISCO & KARAOKE from 8pm

SATURDAYS: DISCO from 8pm
SUNDAYS: FREE JUKEBOX
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Anyone looking to shift 
those pesky post-Christmas 
pounds will be pleased to 
know that Auckland Castle 
is holding a Post Turkey 
Plod through the beautiful 
Auckland Park grounds on 
Monday 28th December 
at 11am. The brisk and 
scenic stroll will culminate 
at Auckland Castle, where 
a festive ice rink and a 
welcoming tea shop lies in 

wait. Children will receive 
a medal upon completion.
Adults tickets for the event 
cost £4, children £3 and 
dogs £1.
Anyone interested who 
would like more informa-
tion can call 01388 603003 
or visit www.butterwick.
org.uk/turkeyplod. 
All proceeds raised for this 
event will go to the Butter-
ick Hospice.

Post  Turkey  Plod 
with  Auckland  Castle 

Anyone who is a sepa-
rated parent and is expe-
riencing problems sorting 
contact arrangements 
out can seek the help of 
Child Contact Centres. 
A spokesperson said: 
“The centres are safe, 
friendly, neutral places 
where children of sepa-
rated families can spend 
time with a parent, and 
sometimes other family 
members.
“They are child-centred 
environments that put the 
needs of the children first.”
Many centres accept re-

ferrals from parents but 
mediators (in the form of 
solicitors or other family 
members) can make the 
referral on your behalf. 
The nearest centre avail-
able for contact is the 
Bishop Auckland Family 
Centre which can be 
contacted through 01388 
609852.
One person who found the 
service very helpful, said: 
“The staff are very friendly 
and always willing to help. 
I was nervous to begin with 
and they made me feel less 
nervous.”

Help  and  guidance  
for  separated  families 

There has been a desire 
amongst local businesses 
in the vicinity of St Anne’s, 
a disused school in Bishop 
Auckland, to demolish it in 
favour of a housing devel-
opment. 
Brian Robinson of Coundon 
is the driving force behind 
the application for planning 
permission to Durham 
County Council. 
He plans to build 18 
brand new properties 
spanning the length of 
the abandoned ex-school, 
which has been described 
as “damaged beyond 

economic repair” after a 
series of arson attacks.  
Keith Miller, landlord 
of the Sports Bar 
next to the site said: 
“Vandals are always 
causing damage to the 
building and I fear they 
could set the building 
ablaze again and this could 
destroy my business.” 
Access to the site is now 
constrained with only 
20 parking spaces at the 
back of the site.  Durham 
County Council will decide 
whether to grant permis-
sion in the near future.

Plans  to  turn  disused 
school  into  houses 

Raphaêl Daguet discovers an old miner’s lamp, one of the many props being sought 
for Kynren, as the public are asked to scour their attics for hidden historic treasures.

Public  urged  to  donate  historic 
British  treasures

Organisers of the live action 
night show, Kynren, are 
calling on the good nature 
of the Bishop Auckland 
public to help source 
historic objects from the 
19th and early 20th centu-
ries to feature in the pro-
duction.  
The design team in charge 
of Bishop Auckland’s Eleven 
Arches project, which 
will take audiences on 
a journey through 2000 
years of British history as 
seen through the eyes of 
the North East, are asking 
people to scour their attics, 
backyards and barns for au-
thentic props to be donated 
for use in the show.
Specific items that are 
being sought include: old 
footballs from around 1930; 
miners’ equipment includ-
ing 100 working miners’ 
lamps, picks and helmets 
from 1900 to 1920; 19th 
century peasantry tools and 
daily life objects includ-
ing jugs, flails, scythes, 
baskets, vats, cisterns, 
washboards, wains, saws, 
boxes, washing basins and 

farming and agricultural 
objects.  
Other items to be sourced 
include:  brass band in-
struments including tubas, 
trumpets, drums, flutes, 
trombones, accordions and 
bagpipes; old cars from 1910 
to 1920; bicycles from first 
half of the 20th century; a 
Rolls Royce or Bentley from 
around 1920; and bundles of 
old planks, stones, wooden 
beams and driftwood.
Raphaêl Daguet, Stage 
designer for Eleven Arches’ 
artistic partner Puy du Fou 
and Assistant Show Producer 
for Kynren, who is leading 
the hunt for the historic 
props, said: “As a design 
team we try, wherever 
possible, to be historically 
accurate and as authentic 
as we can in replicating 
these eras and moments in 
history and are undertak-
ing significant research to 
ensure this happens. 
These generous prop do-
nations will really help us 
achieve our aims.”
Raphaêl is working with a 20 
strong team of volunteers 

from the local area. The 
team will be tasked with 
making any items that can’t 
be sourced and  workshops 
get underway in January.
Kynren will be staged 
within a 115 acre site which, 
upon completion in June 
2016, will realise a 7.5 acre 
stage including an artificial 
lake and the 8,000 seater 
tribune.  
The show is truly unique to 
the UK and will have signifi-
cant social and economic 
impact in Bishop Auckland 
and across County Durham. 
Anyone who is in possession 
of any of the historic props 
listed or has other objects 
that could potentially 
feature in the show are 
asked to email rdaguet@
puydufou.com.  
The design team is ideally 
seeking permanent dona-
tions that can feature 
season to season, with 
larger items being returned 
to their owners next 
autumn. 
Tickets for Kynren, com-
prising 14 summer shows 
getting underway from 2nd 
July 2016, have gone on sale 
priced £25-£55 for adults 
and £19-£41 for children.  
Early Bird discounts are avail-
able, with a 10% reduction 
on all tickets for people who 
buy them by January 31st, 
2016. For ticket bookings 
visit www.kynren.co.uk. 
For further information on 
the show, visit www.eleve-
narches.org and the Twitter 
feed @Kynren. 

BONDGATE HAND CAR WASH 
VALETING & PARKING CENTRE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme
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Over 20 years of experience
Fully Qualified

•  PC and Laptop Repairs
•  Virus Removal
•  Broadband/Network Setup
•  Professional Data Recovery
•  On-site Service
•  EPOS Solutions

•  Website Design
•  Content Management
•  Search Engine Optimization
•  Domain Names
•  Hosting Services
•  Telecoms

Office Number | 01388 330985 
Website | www.abytecomputers.co.uk

A Christmas Message from 
Lee Brownson - Mayor of Bishop Ayckland

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Seasons Greetings to all residents at this special 
time of year.
It has been a great privilege to serve as Mayor of Bishop Auckland over the last seven months 
and during this time I have attended many events both in Bishop Auckland and across the 
region.
I’ve met hundreds of wonderful people and I am looking forward to meeting many more over 
the remaining months until my term ends in May 2016.
We have so much to be proud of in our town and I have been immensely impressed by the 
support I’ve received from many individuals, groups and organisations, its so difficult to name 
them all.
I’ve also seen at first hand the work that goes on in our community by the armies of volunteers 
who work selflessly all year round to help others or raise money for charities. These are 
wonderful people involved in the numerous community groups and charities supporting 

people of all ages.
Only too often young people get blamed for all of the trouble in the area, but I have had the great honour of attending and 
presenting awards to young people in this town, including St John’s School, BATH and the young Air Cadets. These young 
people have achieved greatness and will continue to be proud young people of our town.
We know, of course, that some people will not be with their loved ones this Christmas and to them we send our special good 
wishes. We particularly think of those serving in the armed forces across the world and their families here at home.
We remember with particular gratitude those who have given their lives in the service of their Queen and country and the 
families they have left behind. My fund-raising campaign for my chosen charity – Help For Heroes - has gone incredibly well. 
I have a few more events planned in 2016 to raise some more money for this worthy charity and a big thank you to everyone 
who has supported my fundraising so far. 2016 will be a very exciting year for Bishop Auckland with all the plans and new 
developments taking place, and of course the start of Kynren...
On behalf of Bishop Auckland Town Council, I would like to wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year.

An online training pro-
gramme is helping resi-
dents to find those last 
minute stocking fillers. 
Thanks to a £5,000 grant 
Time To Get Online 
(TTGO), the digital inclu-
sion training provider, has 
expanded its course remit 
through the Learn My Way 
portal.
Learn My Way offers a suite 
of interactive programs no 
matter what a participant’s 
level of understanding of 
the internet, including 
a range courses that are 
perfect for the festive 
season.
From Shopping online, to 
Making money work and 
Looking after the pennies, 
participants will pick up 
tips to take the stress out 
of Christmas shopping and 
find the best deals for their 
individual budget. 
Vickie Musgrove, Digital 
Inclusion Co-ordinator, 
said: “While you may be 
happy compiling the odd 
online search, our targeted 

courses will make sure you 
are getting the most out of 
online shopping, especially 
at this costly time of year.”
Learn My Way offers ad-
ditional training programs 
including courses such as  
Using email and Staying 
safe online. 
For more information 
about the scheme call 0191 
518 5475, email victoria.
musgrove@cdhg.co.uk, or 
visit the project website 
at www.timetogetonline.
org.uk.

‘Time  to  get   online’  
for  a  stress-free  shop

Historical  costumes  designed  
for  epic  tale  of  British  history

Boissinot and her team. The 
drive to complete all the 
costumes has already begun 
in earnest and is due to be 
completed by the end of 
April.
Ms Boissinot said: “County 
Durham has a history of 
producing skilled clothing 
manufacturers and we’re 
seeking two more of them 
who can help us complete 
this challenging, exciting 
project. Whoever comes on 

board will join a vibrant, 
enthusiastic team that is 
integral to a truly unique 
show – the first of its kind 
in the UK.”
The Eleven Arches show will 
take place on a 115-acre 
site in Bishop Auckland, 
which will include a 7.5 acre 
stage, an artificial lake and 
an 8,000-seater ‘Tribune’. 
Every aspect of this show 
– performance, techni-
cal, stage management, 
costume, visitor welcome, 
animal husbandry, land-

From page 1 scaping and maintenance 
– will be delivered by more 
than 1,000 local volunteers.

Would like to wish our customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year, Thank you for your continued support 
through out the year, we look forward to 
working with you next year.

We have some amazing new Wedding dresses 
due in the beginning of the New Year and a 

very special offer coming up in January for our Bridesmaids 
Dresses. Watch out on our web site www.imagedress.co.uk 
and our Facebook page Imagebride for further information.

Merry Christmas with love from, Bernie, Pete and Gloria.

Image Bridal, 136 Newgate Street. tel. 01388 664300

Image Bridal

Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393

IF Security
20 Years’  Experience, serving 

the Bishop Auckland area

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

ifproducts07@gmail.com
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The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr Lee 
Brownson is hosting a 
“Carvery and Quiz night” 
next month in aid of his 
chosen charity – Help for 
Heroes. The fund-raising 
event will take place on 
Monday 25th January 2016 
and will be held in the 
Pavillion (Bishop Auckland 
Cricket Club) starting at 
7pm. Tickets are on sale 
now, priced at only £10 
each and will include a 

Derrick and Valerie are 
pleased to let everyone 
know that they have re-
opened the Grand, in 
Holdforth Crescent, Bishop 
Auckland, after is closed 
last year.
The new landlords are 
planning a Band Night on 
the first Saturday of every 
month.
On Saturday 2nd January, 
60s & 70s band Blue 
Diamond will be perform-
ing. If you like 60s and 70s 
music you’ll love these. 
There will be a £2 cover 
charge payable at the door. 
Also coming soon will be 
Thursday night Quiz Night 
and Friday night Karaoke.
Meals are served daily with 
Teatime Specials avail-
able from 5pm to 6.30pm 
Monday to Saturday and 
Evening Meals available on 
the same days between 
6.30pm and 9pm.

carvery.
The quiz will include eight-
themed question rounds 
with subjects ranging from 
TV & Film, Sport, Litera-
ture and General Knowl-
edge. There will also be a 
picture round and a music 
round.
For tickets or more in-
formation please contact 
Sheila Horner on 01388 
609852 or email sheila.
horner@bishopauckland-tc.
gov.uk.

There is also a Carvery 
available on Sundays from 
12 noon until 3pm. 
There is no need to book 
for any meals - just turn up 
and enjoy the food!
On the drinks menu, there 
is the popular Thwaites 
Smooth as well as real ales 
and real ciders.
Derrick and Valerie can be 
contacted on either 07463 
161 961 or 07814 056 398. 
The Grand also has an 
email address: thegrand@
mail.com. You can also find 
the Grand on Facebook. 
Just search for The Grand 
Bishop Auckland.
You will also find the 
Grand open on Christmas 
Day from 12 noon until 
10.30pm.
Derrick and Valerie look 
forward to welcoming you!

Carvery  and  quiz 
night with  the  Mayor

Grand  reopening  for  
Bishop  Auckland  hotel 

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Advertising feature

Clive Auld of the Town Team with owner of Trimmers, Jean Wombwell, Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr Lee Brownson and window designer, Belinda Young.   Photo: Chris Percival.

Winner  of  best  dressed  window  
competition  announced

The winner of this year’s 
‘Best Dressed Window 
competition’ has been an-
nounced.
For the second year in a 
row, Trimmers hairdress-
ers, has been awarded 
first prize by the Mayor of 
Bishop Auckland, Cllr Lee 
Brownson.
The annual competi-
tion, organised by Bishop 
Auckland Town Team, saw 
this year’s theme as simply 
‘Snowman’.
A total of 15 businesses in 
the town battled it out to 

win the luxury hamper and 
winner’s plaque.
The Trimmers display was 
created by Belinda Young 
who said; “A lot of hard 
work and effort has gone 
into the display and eve-
rything was bought from 
shops within the town, I’m 
delighted we have won.”
Cllr Lee Brownson said; 
“It was a very difficult 
decision to make however 
I was very impressed with 
the variety of different 
snowmen and the creativ-
ity which has gone into 

this display. The Christmas 
window competition is 
a great idea and a really 
good community thing to 
do.”
Clive Auld, Chair of Town 
Team events committee, 
added; “The idea is to 
brighten up the town and 
encourage traders to make 
their window displays 
festive and colourful. 
It’s another event on the 
Town Team calendar and 
it hopefully encourages 
more people to do their 
shopping in the town.”

Christmas  bin  collections
Residents in County 
Durham are being advised 
of arrangements for bin 
collections over the festive 
period.
Collection arrangements 
will remain the same for 
all residents whose rubbish 
and recycling bins are 
emptied on a Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday.
This includes both Christ-
mas Eve and New Year’s 
Eve, which fall on a 
Thursday, when normal 
collections will take place.
However, collections which 
normally happen on a 
Friday will change during 
the Christmas and New 
Year weeks.
Collections which would 

have taken place on Friday 
25th December will instead 
be done on Monday 28th 
December.
And instead of Friday 1st 
January, rubbish and re-
cycling collections will 
take place on Monday 4th 
January.
Normal collections will 
resume on Tuesday 5th 
January.
There will also be changes 
to the council’s bulky waste 
collections, which will 
not take place between 
Monday 21st December and 
Monday 4th January.
Residents who have bulky 
items to dispose of are 
reminded that they should 
ensure anyone they employ 

to take items away is 
properly licensed to help 
prevent flytipping.
People can arrange to have 
their real Christmas tree 
collected free of charge 
by contacting the council 
on 03000 261 000 before 
Friday 8th January.
Residents are urged to 
double check their dates 
over the festive period and 
are reminded to put their 
bins out by 7am on their 
collection day.
People can find more in-
formation and download a 
bin collection calendar by 
entering their post code 
on the My Durham section 
of the council’s website at 
www.durham.gov.uk.

Self employed?
Need someone to complete your

• Financial Accounts?
• Tax Return?
• VAT Return?

I’m offering a friendly, comprehensive 
service, with prices starting 

from as little as £50
Email now for a free quote

Rileyaccy@gmail.com
www.Rileyaccy.com

Or contact me on
07922 692 989

Serving Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding areas
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

Heavenly Pet Supplies and 
Woof Cutts Dog Grooming Parlour
would like to wish our customers 
past and present a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Book early for Christmas and in to the New Year
Opening Hours: 

22nd & 23rd Dec: 9.30am - 5pm; 24th Dec: 9.30am - 3pm
29th & 30th Dec: 9.30am - 4pm

Re-open on Tuesday 5th January 2016 as normal
Call today for more details or to book your dog in

01740 622682

Unit 2A, Salters Lane industrial Estate, Sedgefield TS21 3EE

MUTLEY’S
Dog Grooming

Nails Clipped - Eyes/Ears Cleaned
Hand Stripping - De-Matting - Scissored

Full Groom - Bathing - Hygiene Clean
Pick Up & Drop Off Service Available

Mobile Appointments Available

01388 813 297
07951 501 658

141 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 7EN

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

(Left to right rear): Cadet Alexander Coleman, Corporal Rachael Dunkeld, Cadet Aeron 
Jones, (front centre with radio) Cadet Lewis Rodda.

Bishop  Auckland  Air  Cadets 
speak  out  ‘loud  and  clear’

On Thursday 10th 
December, four members 
of 2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron of Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets were awarded 
provisional radio operator 
certificates. 
Having completed a basic 
training programme, which 
included learning about 
call signs, the phonetic 

alphabet and the radio’s 
safe use, the four cadets 
went on to operate the 
radios in the correct 
manner during practical 
exercises.
One of the new provisional 
radio operators, Cadet 
Lewis Rodda (14) said: 
“Learning about and using 
the radios correctly is great 

fun.” 2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets meets on a Monday 
and Thursday from 7pm in 
the Reserve Forces Centre, 
St Andrews Road, Bishop 
Auckland. 
For more information about 
the Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets see: http://www.raf.
mod.uk/aircadets/

Christmas Services will be 
held on and around Christ-
mas Day at the Escomb 
Group of Churches.
The Escomb Saxon Church 
is holding a 3pm carol 
service with the Bishop 
Auckland Rotary Club on 
Sunday 20th December, 
then a crib service at 6pm 
on Christmas Eve, followed 
by a 10am Christmas Family 
Communion on Christmas 

Day. To the latter event, 
children may bring a 
Christmas toy or gift to be 
blessed.
Then, on the first Sunday of 
Christmas, 27th December, 
the church will hold a Holy 
Communion at 11am. 
Etherley St Cuthbert will 
host a Christmas Commun-
ion at 11pm on Christmas 
Eve and a Holy Communion 
on Sunday 27th December 

Escomb  Christmas  Services 
at 9.15am. At Hamsterley 
St James, a Christmas Com-
munion has been organised 
for 11pm on Christmas 
Eve, and, on Sunday 27th 
December there will be 
a Holy Communion at 
10.30am. Last but not least, 
Witton-Le-Wear’s St Phillip 
and St James will hold an 
Early Birds event on the 
first Sunday of Christmas, 
27th December at 9.15am. 

College’s  first  higher  
level apprentices  
Seventeen students from 
Bishop Auckland College 
were recently presented 
with their awards for 
Level 4 qualifications in 
Business and Professional 
Administration, equivalent 
to Higher National Certifi-
cates, and Level 5 in Lead-
ership and Management, 
which equate to Founda-
tion Degrees or Higher 
National Diplomas.  
The graduates represent 
some of the region’s top 
talent in both fields, 
coming from organisations 
such as Z G Lighting (UK) 
Limited, Taylor Shaw, Dale 
& Valley Homes, LIVIN, 
Thirteen,  Wienerberger, 
MTE Ltd, CA Group and the 
college itself.  
Three additional learners 
who achieved their 
Advanced Level Appren-
ticeships in Management 
(Level 3) were also pre-
sented with their certifi-
cates at the event, which 
was held at the college’s 
main campus and was 
attended by graduates and 
their family and friends.   
Graduate Claire Walker of 
Wienerberger Ltd, said: 
“It was a great night - I 
thoroughly enjoyed myself 
and felt very proud of my 
achievements. The whole 
evening was well planned 
and everyone involved 

made us feel extremely 
welcome and very special.   
“Graduation events are 
not only an excellent op-
portunity to reward the 
hard work of the students 
but also a great network-
ing opportunity for indi-
viduals and the businesses 
they represent as well as 
the college itself, which 
provides an exceptional 
business learning pro-
gramme.” 
The college offers a 
range of higher level and 
advanced apprentice-
ship programmes lasting 
between 12 and 18 months. 
For further information 
visit bacoll.ac.uk/appren-
ticeships, email start@
bacoll.ac.uk or contact 
the apprenticeship recruit-
ment team on (01388) 
443000.  

House To Rent

In Ferryhill. 
Two bedroomed. 

Off street parking. 
New DG throughout. 

Rear garden.
£100pw

Call
07947 138456

For details
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HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Alan Pearson
Joiner & General DIY

Tel Alan: 776250Tel Tony: 776156

We would just like to thank all our clients over 

the last 4 years for their custom & wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Tony Pearson
Gardening & Painting

The Under 12 Kings and coaches at the new 3G pitch at St John’s School.

St  Mary’s  hold  Christmas  raffle  
during  winter  break

Chairman of Bishop 
Auckland St Mary’s 
Juniors, Steve Coulthard, 
has offered a “massive 
thank you” to everyone 
who supported the club’s 
joint Christmas Raffle with 
Bishop Auckland FC.
There were 60 prizes 
including a first prize of 
£1,000 cash, which was 
won by Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Lee Brownson.
With only one game due 
to be played this weekend 
(20th December) due to 
the TJFA winter break, the 
U17’s will take on Lumley 
at home on the new 3G  

pitch and hope to keep 
their 12 game unbeaten 
run going to begin the New 
Year top of the Russell 
Foster 1st Division at the 
half way point.
All will return to normal 
with 18 games due on 
Sunday 3rd January - nine 
of them  at home.
“With all the other 18 
teams doing well we have 
five other teams going 
into the new year either 
unbeaten in both league 
and cup or unbeaten in the 
league, which is fantas-
tic,” said Steve.
“The club have our annual 

Christmas party on Sunday 
20th Dec at the Belve-
dere WMC from 4pm-7pm 
when all the players are 
invited,” added Steve.
“We are also welcoming 
six new coaches to the 
club at the younger age 
group of Little Stars and 
U6’s. We now have over 60 
volunteer coaches at the 
club. I would like to give 
a massive thank you to 
all the volunteer coaches, 
managers and secretaries 
who all do a marvellous 
job of helping to run the 
20 teams of over 350 3-17 
year-olds at the club.”

Butterwick Hospice and 
the Rotary Club of Bishop 
Auckland have jointly 
organised a project to 
collect non-artificial 
Christmas trees after the 
holidays from people who 
no longer need them, for 
a small donation.
The trees will be recycled 

in the Bishop Auckland 
area on Saturday 9th 
January 2016.
Anyone wishing to use this 
service can book their col-
lection by contacting But-
terwick Hospice at Bishop 
Auckland by telephoning 
01388 603003 before 7th 
January.

Recycle  your  tree   
to  help  hospice

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP


