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Bishop Auckland Town 
Team have put together 
a bumper entertainment 
package to entertain 

shoppers this month.
Children have the chance 
to meet Santa Claus in 
both the Toy Department 

in Beales Department 
Store and in the Newgate 
Shopping Centre.
Santa made his first ap-
pearance on Saturday 
5th December at Beales 
Department Store where 
he met lots of the town’s 
youngsters.  
He is due to return to the 
Newgate Shopping Centre 
outside Argos on both 
Saturday 12th and Saturday 
19th December between 
9:30am and 3pm.
There will be a photo op-
portunity for children, who 
can have their photo taken 
with Santa for just £1 and 
will be able to take the 
colour 6’x4’ photo home 
with them.
Alan Anderson, Chair of 
the Town Team, said; “We 
are pleased to once again 
be bringing Santa back to 
town as part of our bumper 
festive programme. 
“We will also be giving out 
free balloons along with 
free face painting for the 
kids. It will be great to see 
everyone shopping in town 

Bishop Auckland Town 
Council were nominated 
“Council of the Week” 
recently by National As-
sociation of Local Councils 
(NALC).
It followed the coun-
cil’s recent achievement 
in becoming the first 
in County Durham to 
receive official “Dementia 
Friendly” status from the 
Alzheimer’s Society.
Councillor Ann Golightly 
who is one of the Coun-
cil’s Dementia Champions 
said; “Given that there 
are 850,000 people in the 
UK living with dementia, 
we wanted to raise aware-
ness and understanding 
of a condition that can be 
devastating for sufferers 
and their carers. Council-
lors voted unanimously to 
work towards a Dementia 
Friendly status and as a 
council we are committed 
to bringing about a society-
wide response in Bishop 
Auckland.”

The Council has two 
dementia champions who 
have created 150 new 
dementia friends so far in 
Bishop Auckland by deliver-
ing information sessions. 
They work closely with 
organisations such as 
the Alzheimer’s Society, 
Durham County Carers 
Support, Durham County 
Council Children & Adult 
Services and Auckland Park 
Hospital.
Mayor of Bishop Auckland 
Councillor Lee Brownson 
said: “This is excellent 
news for the council and 
the town, not only are we 
more informed, we can also 
support and promote social 
inclusion and more  impor-
tantly give a strong voice to 
people with dementia and 
their carers.”
For more information 
about Dementia Friends of 
Bishop Auckland, call the 
project coordinators at 
the Four Clocks Centre on 
01388 609852.

Bishop  wins  council  
of  the  week

Town  Team’s  Christmas 
entertainment  under way

Santa has already made one visit to Bishop Auckland town centre this festive season 
and will return on Saturdays 12th and 19th as part of his hectic Christmas schedule.

Continued on page 2

The AcleT
01388 327335

Live Music Every 2nd Friday

Brooklands, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6PW

Lager & Bitter only £1.99 pint

Opening Times:
Mon-Thurs:  3-11.30pm, Fri: 3-12.30am, 

Sat: 12 Noon-12.30am Sun: 12 Noon-11pm

Free Function Room available

Sunday Lunch 12 noon till 3pm 
Only £4.99 including dessert

Bingo & Open The Box 
every Tuesday after the quiz 

and every Sunday at 6pm

Quiz Night every Tuesday

Accommodation now available
from £20 per night per person

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Sat 12 December: paul vincenT
Fri 18 December: panTO: BeauTY &
THe BeaST. 7-9pm. panto Tickets £3
Sat 19 December: DeK JacKSOn
Boxing Day: GraHam HunTer
 followed by excaliBur

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sat 12th Dec: Wainstones 
Sun 13th Dec: Happy Go Lucky
Sat 19th Dec: Live Band 
Sun 20th Dec: Early Morning Empire
Sun 27th Dec:  ELI
New Year’s Eve: Dee Tees + Hot Buffet  
 (Tickets only £7)
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Bishop  Auckland  Air  Cadets 
receive  awards

On Thursday 3rd December, 
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron of the Royal 
Air Force Air Cadets held 
their annual presentation 
evening with parents and 
guests in the Reserve Forces 
Centre, Bishop Auckland. 
During the evening nine 
outstanding cadets were 
recognised with squadron 
awards by the Mayor, Cllr 
Lee Brownson. 
The awards included rec-
ognition of outstanding 
achievements in leader-
ship, personal develop-
ment, engagement in 

adventurous activities, 
community involvement 
and transference of skills 
learnt in the cadets to the 
wider community. 
One award winner, Cadet 
Corporal Rachael Dunkeld 
(14) from Binchester said 
“It was a real surprise to 
win the most improved 
cadet award, it was a great 
evening and fantastic for 
my parents to be here.”
The Mayor of Bishop 
Auckland, Cllr Lee 
Brownson said; “It was a 
great honour to be able to 
present the awards to the 

young cadets on their indi-
vidual achievements. The 
formal parade and dem-
onstrations were beautiful 
and I’d like to congratulate 
them all and wish them the 
very best for their futures.”
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets meets on a 
Monday and Thursday from 
7pm in the Reserve Forces 
Centre, St Andrews Road, 
Bishop Auckland. 
For more information 
about the Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets visit www.raf.
mod.uk/aircadets.

this Christmas”
In addition there will also 
be festive stilt walkers, 
music from the Bishop 
Auckland Community Choir 
and live singers performing 
festive songs.
The popular ‘Doo Wop 
Dollies’ will perform a 
range of festive hits in 
their unique vintage style 
and the Sandra Welsh 
School of Dance will be 
performing festive dance 
routines.
On both weekends there 
will be a visit from several 
characters from the pan-

tomime Robinson Crusoe 
which will be performed at 
the Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall.
Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 
Cllr Lee Brownson said; 
“Last year’s Christmas 
entertainment was a 
huge success and it would 
be fantastic to see the 
town full of people again 
enjoying the fun and en-
tertainment this festive 
period. The events that 
the Town Team organise 
help bring in additional 
footfall to the shops and 
businesses while adding 
something different for 
shoppers to enjoy.”

From page 1

There will be a change to 
the Bishop Press publica-
tion schedule over the 
festive period with the 
paper being issued both 
this week and next week in 
the lead up to Christmas.
The first Bishop Press of the 
new year will be published 

on Saturday 16th January.
Any local groups, organisa-
tions or advertisers who 
wish to notify readers of 
community events taking 
place prior to the Saturday 

Christmas  change  to  Bishop  
Press  schedule

16th January issue, should 
submit details in time for 
next week’s paper. 
The final deadline for 
submissions is noon on 
Thursday, 17th December.

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

HILLCREST
AUTOELECTRICS

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

Heavenly Pet Supplies and 
Woof Cutts Dog Grooming Parlour
would like to wish our customers 
past and present a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

Book early for Christmas and in to the New Year
Opening Hours: 

22nd & 23rd Dec: 9.30am - 5pm; 24th Dec: 9.30am - 3pm
29th & 30th Dec: 9.30am - 4pm

Re-open on Tuesday 5th January 2016 as normal
Call today for more details or to book your dog in

01740 622682

Unit 2A, Salters Lane industrial Estate, Sedgefield TS21 3EEHigh Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

(Left to right): Cadet Daniel Stokell, Cadet Alexander Coleman, Sergeant Samuel 
Cooper, Corporal Rachael Dunkeld, Corporal Adam Pevie, Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 
Cllr Lee Brownson, Cadet Jade Turnbull, Cadet Kalon Robson, Cadet Aidan Stokell, 
Cadet Lewis Rodda. Photo: Mr P. Rush

Award  for  BATH  
loan  shark  play

Town  Team  plans

Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Hooligans (BATH) received 
a national award and prize 
money on Tuesday 1st 
December for their organi-
sation of a six part perfor-
mance, detailing the lives 
of six different financially-
burdened families and 
their experiences with loan 
sharks.
The theatre group teamed 
up with Durham Constabu-
lary, King James I Academy 
and the England Illegal 
Money Lending Team to put 
on a stage show to warn 
people about the dangers 
of illegally borrowing 
money. 
 Keith Philpott, a Tactical 
Advisor with Durham 
Constabulary’s Organised 
Crime Team said: “The 

BATH group have done a 
fantastic job bringing our 
warning messages to life 
in their show and I am 
extremely proud that they 
have been honoured with 
this award.
“I am also looking forward 
to putting together plans 
for using the money the 
team has won to help 
spread the word wider 
and hopefully prevent 
more people becoming 
victims of this despicable 
crime.”
Tony Quigley, head of 
the England Illegal Money 
Lending Team said: “We 
would urge anyone who 
has been the victim of a 
loan shark to report them 
in confidence on 0300 555 
2222.”

St Cuthbert’s Church at 
High Etherley has recently 
launched its new website. 
The new site contains 
details of the Church’s 
regular services as well as 
the history of St Cuthbert’s, 
contact information, forth-
coming events, a picture 

gallery, special services and 
more.
Users of the website can 
also use the site’s contact 
page to make easy contact 
with the church. 
The website can be visited 
at www.stcuthbertsether-
ley.co.uk.

St  Cuthbert’s  go  live
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Some of the fortunate dogs who were pulled out of a killing den in Romania by the 
charity, A Better Life Dog Rescue. 

Donate  to  help  save  dogs  
from  Romanian  killing  dens

Christine Kipling and other 
charity supporters will be 
setting up various collec-
tion points at main banks 
and building societies this 
week, so that people can 
drop off left over Euros 
which can then go towards 
helping dogs in Romania.
“If the lovely and kind 
people of Bishop Auckland 
can spread the Christmas 
spirit all the way over to 
Romania for these desper-
ate dogs that would be 
wonderful,” said Christine.
The money will go in aid of 
A Better Life Dog Rescue 
charity who work tirelessly 
to save Romanian dogs 

from suffering.
The donations will go 
towards hot water bottles, 
waterproof coats and 
other items needed for the 
dogs to survive the harsh 
winter temperatures over 
the coming weeks. It will 
also pay for all the dogs’ 
veterinary bills - which the 
charity alone is funding 
- and their upkeep in the 
compound where the dogs 
are held before they are 
safe enough to travel. 
The charity also needs 
foster carers for the dogs 
while more permanent 
safe homes are being 
found for them; Christine 

is temporarily fostering a 
dog called William, who 
will stay with her family 
in Bishop Auckland until 
he finds more permanent 
respite from pain and suf-
fering.
“Please help us to help 
them make it this Christ-
mas,” said a spokesperson 
for the charity, “they have 
absolutely no one else who 
cares enough to save them.
Anyone interested in 
making a donation can 
do so by visiting www.
abldr.com or contacting 
Christine Kipling  on 07894 
449580 or Tracey Harris on 
07568 339829.

There is plenty of music at 
the Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall this month as folk 
artist Jez Lowe visits on 
Wednesday 16th December 
at 8pm to give people a 
reminder of his standing 
in the UK folk and acoustic 
music scene. 
Following a tour of North 
America and Canada, Jez 
returns to the country 
with an appearance at the 
Town Hall taking along his 
Christmas show, The Bad 
Pennies, and a special 
guest, Benny Graham.
Tickets for this event are 
£10 for adults and £8 for 
concessions.
Then, on Friday 18th 
December, at 7.30pm, 
there is an opportunity to 

get into the festive spirit 
with the choral society’s 
Christmas concert, which 
will be led by conduc-
tor Venera Bojkova and 
will involve pianist Allan 
Coombes and guests at St 
John’s RC School. 
Tickets are priced at £7 for 
adults, £3 for children and 
£5 for concessions.
Anyone interested can 
purchase tickets from S 
Hassall on 01388 834359 or 
J Weir on 01388 747621 or 
any choir member at the 
door. 
In other news, Bishop 
Auckland Town Hall will 
be closed for the festive 
period from Christmas Eve 
at 12.30pm and will reopen 
on Monday 4th January.

Music  at  the  Bishop 
Auckland  Town  Hall

A Coundon man was fined 
£480 at Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates Court after he 
pleaded guilty to theft, 
criminal damage and com-
mitting an offence while 

subject to conditional dis-
charge. David Oakley, who 
was 22 and homeless when 
he committed the offences 
which breached his dis-
charge, kicked a parked 

Man fined for theft and damage
car outside Asda in Bishop 
Auckland on 11th June and 
then, on 31st July, stole 
a Samsung Galaxy S Mini 
tablet. Probation Officer, 
Mo Sibert said Oakley is 
working to turn his life 
around. 

Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

CHILTON SHOT 
BLASTING

Unit 16, Avenue 3, Chilton 
Industrial Estate, DL17 0PB

We can professionally 
Shot Blast your Gates, 

Railings, Car Parts, 
Wheels, Radiators and 

many other things
Tel: 01388 720371

In the days leading up to 
Christmas, there will be 
a variety of carol services 
to enjoy. On Wednesday 
16th December at 1.30pm, 
Toft Hill Primary School 
welcome parents, rela-
tions and friends to watch 
Christmas carols sung by 
children and a retelling of 
the birth of Jesus. 
Then, on Sunday 20th at 
4pm, it’s the turn of the St 
Cuthbert’s Church at Toft 
Hill and Etherley Village, 
which will be decorated 
to celebrate the coming 
of the  birth of Jesus, to 
hold their Carol Service. 
Traditional and modern 
carols and Christmas songs 
will form the basis of the 
service, and will be ac-
companied by at least two 
Bible readings. 
Refreshments will be offered 
at the end of the service. 

On Monday 21st, members 
of the church congregation 
and other volunteers will 
be singing carols around 
the streets of Toft Hill 
and Etherley from 6.30-
8.30pm. 
“If you would like to join 
in, please meet at the 
Sportsman’s Public House 
at 6.30pm. We will finish 
with refreshments,” said a 
spokesperson.
Finally, on Thursday 24th 
December at 5pm, there 
will be a Family Christingle 
Service to include songs, 
prayers and the lighting of 
Christingle candles, placed 
inside oranges and deco-
rated with small sweets.
Children are encouraged to 
dress as Mary,  Joseph, an 
angel,  a shepherd or even 
one of the three wise men. 
Collections will support 
The Children’s Society. 

Carol  Services  

We are now tweeting
follow us @BishopPress

Over 20 years of experience
Fully Qualified

•  PC and Laptop Repairs
•  Virus Removal
•  Broadband/Network Setup
•  Professional Data Recovery
•  On-site Service
•  EPOS Solutions

•  Website Design
•  Content Management
•  Search Engine Optimization
•  Domain Names
•  Hosting Services
•  Telecoms

Office Number | 01388 330985 
Website | www.abytecomputers.co.uk
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P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

RMH
CAR SALES

St Helens Auckland Retail Park, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT
View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com

07582570308

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

The bear hunt will involve spotting all the teddies display-
ing safety messages in store windows in the retail park.

Bear  hunt  widens  to  Bishop  
Auckland

Campaign  supports  tenants  
festive  financial  pressures
Local social housing  
provider, Dale & Valley 
Homes, in partnership with 
other Durham landlords, 
is reminding tenants that 
they don’t need to suffer in 
silence about the pressures 
of Christmas spending.
The housing landlord, has 
launched a new campaign 
that urges customers to get 
in touch if they are worried 
about making ends meet at 
this costly time of year.

A ‘Safe Shop Bear Hunt’, of-
ficially launched recently at 
Tindale/St Helen Auckland 
Retail Park is taking 
place in Bishop Auckland 
throughout December.
The bear hunt, which has 
previously run in Durham 
City, is an initiative 
designed to spread some 
important safety messages 
to help keep people safe 

Under the strapline ‘Rent 
arrears can result in your 
worst fears’, the cam-
paign’s aim is to remind 
tenants that paying their 
rent should always be top 
of the shopping list, and 
not to let eviction become 
a reality.
Liz Bradley, Neighbour-
hoods Team Leader at Dale 
& Valley Homes, said: “The 
Citizens Advice Bureau 
reports that households 

during the busy Christmas 
shopping period.  
Teddy bears along with 
their accompanying safety 
message will be positioned 
in windows of stores in the 
retail park. 
Shoppers, particularly 
their children, are encour-
aged to pick up an entry 
form either from the 
retail park this Saturday, 

spend on average £821 
during the festive period, 
and as a group of local 
social housing landlords, 
we want to help people to 
prioritise payments at what 
is inherently a costly time 
of year.”
For help and support tenants 
can contact Dale & Valley 
Homes on 0300 200 0194.

or direct from police after 
that, then locate as many 
of the teddies as possible 
and make a note of where 
they are. Each bear will 
represent an important 
safety message.
The competition runs until 
January 2nd, after which 
a winning entry will be 
drawn. The winner will 
received a £25 gift voucher.
PC Kimberley Marshall from 
the neighbourhood policing 
team in Bishop Auckland 
said: “The aim of the game 
is for shoppers and their 
little helpers to locate all 
the teddy bears and make 
a note of where they found 
them on our ‘Bishop safe 
bear hunt’ entry forms.
“Every time they find one 
they will be reminded of 
the safety message that 
particular bear is repre-
senting.
“We think it’s a fun way to 
help us spread some key 
safety messages to all the 
family. 
“It’s free to enter and 
those who find all the 
bears will be entered into 
a prize draw with a chance 
to win a £25 gift voucher.  
“We hope that as many 
people as possibly get 
involved.”
For more information, 
contact Bishop Auckland 
neighbourhood police team 
on 101.

Bishop  consultation  
on  DCC  budget
An update on budget 
planning for the North 
East’s largest council - in-
cluding the impact of the 
Chancellor’s Comprehensive 
Spending Review (CSR) - will 
reveal a total savings target 
of close to £290m by 2020. 
Members of the public will 
have an opportunity to have 
their say on Durham County 
Council’s budget proposals  
in a series of consulta-
tions, including a public 
meeting at St John’s RC 
School in Bishop Auckland 
on Wednesday December 
16th from 6pm-7.30pm - the 
same day as the Cabinet 
sits to note the contents 
of the budget planning 
paper. The paper sets out 
a four year plan which will 
see continued consultation 
with the public on spending 
priorities and on the impact 
of proposed changes. 
Final decisions will be 
made on 74 proposals for 
savings outlined in the 
report by Cabinet and Full 
Council in February. 
Alongside these measures 
continuing efforts will 
be made to highlight and 
support the ‘Durham Ask’, 
a programme which sees 
the council support com-
munities and the voluntary 
sector to take over some 
council buildings and 
services. 
The council Leader, Cllr 

Simon Henig said: “We have 
done our best to protect 
frontline services and to 
respond to the priorities 
set by the public and we 
are committed to maintain-
ing this approach.
“Continuing spending cuts 
on this scale inevitably 
mean making tremendously 
difficult decisions includ-
ing changes to services, 
altering how we deliver 
those services and reducing 
our own costs at the same 
time.”
The continuing austerity 
also means there will be a 
further impact on jobs at 
the council.  Facing addi-
tional savings, the council 
is considering the future of 
up to 400 jobs. 
Cllr Henig added: “Sadly, 
like many public sector 
organisations, we may 
have to reduce our work-
force further to prioritise 
spending on services 
wherever we can.”
Earlier in the autumn the 
council’s 14 Area Action 
Partnerships took part in 
the latest round of consul-
tation on how the council 
should manage its reducing 
budget. 
The full Cabinet report 
can be viewed by visiting 
democracy.durham.gov.uk 
and clicking on the link in 
the calendar to the Cabinet 
meeting on 16th December.

The Bishop Auckland Civic 
Society’s annual town quiz 
took place on Wednesday 
2nd December with almost 
200 people taking part in 
what has been described 
as the ‘most challenging’ 
quiz in the area.
Hosted once again by the 
enigmatic quiz master, 
Glynn Wales, the quiz 
raised a magnificent £750 
which will all go towards 
Bishop Auckland Town 
Mayor, Lee Brownson’s 
chosen charity Help for 

Heroes.
A spokesperson said: 
“A huge thank you goes 
to local businesses who 
continue to contribute 
prizes for The Grand 
Raffle, and also to the staff 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall for their good humour 
and continuing support of 
this fund-raising event.
A team entitled Block’s 
Boys were the overall 
winners, closely pursued 
by Quizzicals and The 
Tourists.

Town  Quiz  raise  £750
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MUTLEY’S
Dog Grooming

Nails Clipped - Eyes/Ears Cleaned
Hand Stripping - De-Matting - Scissored

Full Groom - Bathing - Hygiene Clean
Pick Up & Drop Off Service Available

Mobile Appointments Available

01388 813 297
07951 501 658

141 Newgate Street, Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 7EN

IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk
Tel: Shaun Hope
07857 813 393

IF Security
20 Years’  Experience, serving 

the Bishop Auckland area

Intruder Alarms - CCTV - Fire 
- Smoke Detection - Access 
Control - Security Lighting - 

Electrical Installation, NAPIT 
Approved

ifproducts07@gmail.com

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Find us on Facebook at

facebook.com/bishoppress

Ms Fisher said the skating rink had been a popular addition alongside the unveiling of 
Auckland Castle’s festive activities programme aimed at both families and adults.

Success  for  Auckland  Castle 
Christmas  Food  and  Craft  Market

A Christmas food and craft 
market has been hailed a 
huge success after nearly 
eight thousand people 
flocked to Auckland Castle’s 
week-long event.
The event, which coincided 
with the town’s Christmas 
lights switch on, saw more 
than 50 food and craft pro-
ducers laying out their stalls 
between 20-22 November, 
as well as the unveiling of 
the castle’s outdoor skating 
rink, which will remain open 
daily until 3rd January (with 
the exception of Christ-
mas Day). Scores of stall 
holders sold out on all three 
days with one stall holder 
claiming that she couldn’t 
keep up with demand!
“Everything was just flying 
off the stall from the start 
at 11am on Friday right until 
the market closed at 4pm on 
Sunday,” said Liz Ramshaw, 
owner of Norton-based The 

Gingerbread Man.
Liz Fisher, Auckland Castle’s 
Operations Director, said: 
“We were thrilled to see a 
substantial increase in the 
5,000 visitors who came 
to last year’s Christmas 
market, and we are already 
getting enquiries from stall 
holders wanting to book 
should we decide to do it all 
again in 2016.
“What has been really 
pleasing is the way the 
market has benefitted the 
whole community and had 
such a positive knock-on 
effect on businesses in 
Bishop Auckland.”
Mayor of Bishop Auckland, 
Councillor Lee Brownson, 
said: “There was a real feel 
good factor, and it is fantas-
tic the way the town and the 
castle are working together 
to put on successful events 
that feed into each other, 
and are helping put Bishop 

Auckland on the map.”
The food and craft market 
heralds the start of six 
weeks of mid-winter fun at 
the former home of Eng-
land’s only Prince Bishops, 
of which the purpose built 
synthetic skating rink is 
sure to be a popular focus. 
The castle itself has been 
decked out with boughs of 
holly, ivy and mistletoe - as 
was the custom in centuries 
past - while visitors can 
take part in festive arts 
and crafts workshops, or 
join the curatorial team for 
mulled wine and mince pies 
in the Library Tearoom and 
discover how the Bishops 
once celebrated Christmas.

This is a last call to those 
who are over 50 and inter-
ested in participating in a 
variety of exciting activi-
ties at Evergreens. 
Activities run until 
Wednesday 16th 
December and are held at 
the Bishop Auckland Town 

Hall for a membership fee 
of just £10.
“Join us as a visitor for a 
£2 taster session,” said a 
spokesperson.
Anyone interested in 
finding out more can 
contact the Town Hall on 
03000 269 524. 

Last  chance  for  fun 
at  Evergreens 

A Memorial Christmas 
Carol Service is being 
held in Woodhouse Close 
Church in Bishop Auckland 
on Sunday 13th December.  
A spokesperson said: “The 
Co-operative Funeralcare 
would like to extend a 
warm invitation to the 
community to attend an 
afternoon of remembrance 
which begins at 3pm and 
will include Christmas 
readings, candle lighting 
and carols. 
“There will also be the 
opportunity to place a 
memorial message on the 
Christmas tree in church.  
Refreshments will be 

served after the service.”
“The Co-operative Fu-
neralcare will again 
have memorial Christ-
mas trees in each of our 
funeral homes throughout 
December where tributes 
to loved ones may be 
placed, please call in at 
our Church Street funeral 
home between 10am and 
2pm weekdays to leave 
your tribute.
“Finally, we would like 
to thank everyone who 
bought a hand made poppy 
from us this year. 
In total Funeralcare in our 
area raised £338.59 for The 
Royal British Legion.”

Memorial  Service 

The Royal British Legion 
(RBL) in Bishop Auckland is 
calling to members of Brit-
ain’s armed services who 
live in the Bishop Auckland 
distrinct to consider joining 
their local branch.
A spokesperson said: 
“Currently we are a small 
branch but we are aware 
that there are many ex-ser-

vice personnel living in the 
area. Our monthly meetings, 
which are on the third 
Wednesday of every month 
at 1.30pm at the Cockton 
Hill Club, are very social 
affairs with the chance to 
chat afterwards with people 
of a similar background. 
Both ex-regular and TA/vol-
unteers are welcome.”

Join  local  RBL  branch
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER
in support of BUTTERWICK HOSPICE
CHRISTMAS JUMPER PARTY
8pm-1am + Karaoke & Disco

THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER
LACEY’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

from 4pm
Hot & Cold Food, Party Games

& Karaoke

FREE DELIVERY
in Bishop Auckland for

Christmas Trees 
& Holly Wreaths

Peel Street Bishop Auckland
DL14  7LF Tel : 01388 603333

Trimmers Hairdressers 
in Newgate Street was 
recently contacted by ITV’s 
Good Morning Britain and 
asked to film a festive pro-
duction for the ‘National 
Christmas Jumper Week 
Text Santa Appeal’, which 
is in aid of supporting Mac-
Millan nurses.
Richard Arnold, the busi-
nesss correspondent for 
the show, will bring a satel-
lite truck to the Trimmers 
salon on Tuesday 15th 
December at  a very bright 
and early 5.30am.
The hairdressers’ put their 
increasing fame down to 
successful window dressing 
and plenty of “Bishop 

Auckland in Bloom” com-
petitions over the past 
36 years (coupled with a 
dose of good social media 
activity). 
A   spokesperson  said: 
“We are proud of our 
Railway Heritage Site as 
well as our neighbours, 
the Primitive Methodist 
Church, with its impressive 
4 Clocks Tower and historic 
window featuring the 
history of the coal mines.
“We have been supported 
by John Askwith and Kevin 
Hillary from the Railway 
Heritage and Alex Tighe, 
the local artist, who will 
display his artwork in the 
salon this week.”

Trimmers  to  feature  on  
ITV  breakfast  show

Auckland Castle’s historic St Peter’s Chapel, where the Christmas Carol Service takes 
place, is Europe’s largest private chapel.

Popular  carol  concert  to  be  
ticketed  for  first  time

Auckland Castle’s Christ-
mas Carol Service will be 
ticketed for the first time 
this year due to increas-
ing popularity with the 
event held at the Bishop 
Auckland-based heritage 
attraction.
Liz Fisher, Auckland Castle’s 
Operations Director, said: 
“It is the phenomenal popu-
larity of the carol service 
that has convinced us that 
we need to make it an all 
ticket event for the first 
time.
“Last year we could have 
filled the chapel twice over, 
and we want to ensure that 
the service’s growing popu-
larity doesn’t leave anyone 
disappointed and that all 
those attending can enjoy 
this always joyous occasion 
in comfort.
“There is no charge for 
the tickets, but everyone 
wanting to attend must 
have one and ensure they 
collect it before the day 
from Auckland Castle’s 
visitor reception.
“We have made 200 free 
tickets available on a first 
come, first served basis.
“The carol service is a 
much anticipated event 
in Bishop Auckland with 
visitors wanting to share in 
this moving act of Christ-
mas worship. It is a magical 
way to begin the festive 
season.”
The Christmas Carol Service 
will take place on Saturday 
19th December from 4pm 
in the beautiful candle-lit 
surroundings of Auckland 
Castle’s historic St Peter’s 

Chapel, Europe’s largest 
private chapel.
The traditional service 
will be taken by the Rev. 
Dr Caroline Friswell and 
the Bishop of Jarrow, 
the Rt Rev. Mark Bryant, 
and will include a mix of 
classic carols and seasonal 
readings. The renowned 
Durham Singers choir will 
lead the music.
Mince pies and mulled wine 
will be served following the 

service. 
Liz Fisher added: “The 
Christmas Carol Service 
reflects the spirit of the 
season. 
“People always leave 
inspired and it reawakens 
what the true spirit of 
Christmas is all about. 
“For many it is the start 
of their festivities and we 
want to ensure that as many 
as possible have the chance 
to enjoy it in comfort.”

In order to help people 
get into the festive spirit, 
there will  Christmas 
Fayre, organised by the 
Bishop Auckland Theatre 
Hooligans (BATH), at 
King James I Academy on 
Sunday 13th December.
The jam-packed event 
welcomes people of all 
ages for a very reasonable 
entry free of 50p, and 
lasts from 11am until 2pm.
“Come along to our Christ-
mas Fayre to enjoy good 
tidings and festive cheer,” 
said a spokesperson.
“There will be handmade 

items, craft stalls, games 
and activities, as well as re-
freshments, cakes, sweets, 
a candy floss cart, tombola 
and so much more.
BATH is holding the Fayre 
to generously raise funds in 
order to give a small group 
of Brazilian children the 
chance to visit England for 
three weeks in 2016.
Anyone interested in a fun 
day out and contributing 
towards the three-week 
trip for tourists, who oth-
erwise could not afford to 
visit the UK, can pay for 
entry tickets at the door.

BATH  Christmas  Fayre

Charlile’s
Unisex Hair & Beauty Salon  

41-42 Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland DL14 7PE
01388 229457 (opposite Lacey’s)

All Hair & Beauty services carried out 
including advanced services

OPENING OFFER: 20% off all treatments
(valid until 31st December 2015)

Please call in & give us a try!

www.charliles.co.uk

NOW OPEN
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ROBSON STREET, SHILDON, DL4 1EB
MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY
NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

155-70-13 ONLY £15
195-65-15 ONLY £25
205-55-16 ONLY £25

BRAND NEW TYRES AT UNBELIEVABLE
PRICES NOT TO BE MISSED!!

TEL: 01388 778070

Local housing provider, 
Dale & Valley Homes, is 
one of a number of housing 
providers across the North 
East who are helping 
people build confidence in 
the online world with its 
free training programme. 
‘Time to get online’ hosts 
training sessions for people 
who want to become more 
digitally included, and 
thanks to a £5,000 grant, it 
is now expanding its course 
remit through the ‘Learn 
my way’ portal.
Learn my way offers a suite 
of interactive programs no 
matter what participants’ 
level of understanding of 
the internet.
Vickie Musgrove, Digital In-
clusion Co-ordinator, said: 
“Whether you have only 
used the internet once or 
twice, or for only the very 
basic online searches, our 
beginners’ courses are 
great for people who want 
to improve their knowl-
edge and brush up on their 
digital skills.
“From ‘Using Email’ to 

‘Using the Internet’, 
courses can be completed 
at the participant’s con-
venience with certificates 
issued after completion.” 
For more information about 
signing up to the scheme 
call Vickie on 0191 518 5475, 
email victoria.musgrove@
cdhg.co.uk or visit www.
timetogetonline.org.uk.

Free  internet  training

Megamotion Winner, Katie  Brooks-Shea and lots of her school friends from St Anne’s 
School in Bishop Auckland were able to enjoy a healthy  walk to school recently in the 
company of Spiderman and the Megamotion team after Katie, front, won their latest 
competition with her drawing of flying to school with Wonder Woman.

Vickie Musgrove is en-
couraging local residents 
to take advantage of free 
training in Internet skills 
being provided by Dale & 
Valley Homes.

Spiderman  walks  Katie  to  school
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

            Bishop press
  The

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

Flat To Rent
Newly built 

one bedroom flat.
Central location in town.

Shower room, large 
kitchen, lounge, easy 

maintenance.
£92 pw

Perfect for 30+ year olds

07957 856 562

YORKSHIRE  
FOOT CLINICS

Podiatry / Chiropody
Tony Wilkinson

SRCh, MChS, BSc Pod(Hons)

Tel. 01748 850020
Home Visits available

Now at Auckland 
Physiotherapy Centre 
29 Cockton Hill Road

Bishop Auckland DL14 6HS

Bishop Auckland Table Tennis Club is looking to reach the next stage of its develop-
ment by upgrading its facility to international standard with the help of donations. 

St  Mary’s  Juniors  
reports
The U17’s played away 
at Washington in the 2nd 
Round of the League Cup 
and came up against a 
team that had won their 
last three games convinc-
ingly and St Mary’s started 
off brilliantly with a goal in 
the first minute off Charlie 
Wigley - this was followed 
with two more in the first 
half by Harry Coulthard and 
Luke Bailey.
The second half display was 
just as good with goals by 
Regan Johnson and Myles 
Swift (2) making his debut.
The defence of Owen 
Robinson, Jack Armstrong, 
Aidan Hart and Leon Roe 
along with goalkeeper 
Robbie Anderson all having 
terrific games. The midfield 
of Luke Bailey, Kieran 
Alderson, Charlie Wigley 
and Steven Taylor were 
also outstanding along with 
forwards Harry Coulthard 
and Regan Johnson with 
subs Liam Robson, Tommy 
Lee Maddison, Kieran 
Maughan, Declan Lindsay, 
Matthew Nicholson and 
Lewis Emery all doing well.
The game finished 6-0 to 
St Mary’s with their best 
performance of the season 
and have now played 12, 
winning 11 and drawing one 
so far this season.
The U14 Kings also had a 
great 3-0 win to keep up 
their unbeaten run in the 
league against Richmond 
Town with goals from Matty 
Moffat (2) and Jay Ryder.
The U11 Aces had an ex-
cellent 4-2 win over Leven 
with goals from Jack Dixon, 
Danny Shaw, Ethan Bowman 
and Bradley Charlton.
The U10 Kings also kept up 

their unbeaten run in the 
league with a draw against 
Greatham with Scott Jones 
scoring. 
The U7 Aces also played 
Leven in a good game with 
Daniel Robertson scoring.
The U7 Kings played Dar-
lington RA in a close game.
The club enjoyed a Sports 
Night last Friday, 4th 
December with Eric Gates- 
Steve Howey and Craig 
Hignett entertaining the 
crowd and raising money 
for the U16s and U17s to go 
to Barcelona and Belgium in 
tournaments at the end of 
the season.
The following day, current 
holders, the U14 Aces, 
came through an exciting 
quarter final in the County 
Cup, beating Leam Rangers 
4-3 with goals from Gideon 
Kanyondo (2), Cameron 
Thomas, Tom Aldsworth 
and Adam Dovaston. 
The U14 Kings played their 
away game at home in 
the cup as the away pitch 
was waterlogged and had 
another great 4-3 win over 
Stockton Rangers with goals 
from Archy Pennington 
(2), Connor Jackman and 
Wissem Azzouzi.
The U12 Kings also had a 
great win over Whinney 
Banks by 4-1 with goals 
from Kyle Blacklock (3) and 
Sunny Richardson.
The U13’s had a close game 
away at South Park Rangers 
with Regan Nixon scoring.
The U11 Aces were very 
unlucky losing in the cup 
after extra time against first 
division side Whinney Banks 
with Kyle Emery scoring.
The U9 Kings had a good 
match also against Spraire 
Lads with goals from James 
Whales (3).
There are 16 games due this 
weekend with 8 of them at 
home on the 3G pitch at St 
John’s school.
Eight St Mary’s coaches have 
recently completed their 
Youth Module 1 Course. 
“This is a big commitment 
for these volunteers with 
another 24 hours of volun-
tary coaching and learning 
on top of their already busy 
team commitments,” said a 
spokesperson.

Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis Club (TTC) is on 
the verge of its next major 
development: upgrading its 
facility into an internation-
al standard training hall.  
Just three years ago Bishop 
Auckland TTC was running 
a weekly one-hour session; 
now it runs over 30 hours 
each week, with over 
350 people playing table 
tennis, from complete be-
ginners to its 25 nationally 
ranked players.
The weekly sessions also 
cater for over 50’s, and 
people with disability. The 
club also runs local and 
national tournaments.
The project will see its 
current hall have specialist 
rubberised sports flooring 
laid of the type used at 
international events, 
improved acoustics, a 
dividing curtain installed 

and a fresh lick of paint. 
The club is just £2,500 
short of the £20,000 it 
needs and is looking for 
any cash donations, mate-
rials donations or company 
sponsorships to turn the 
club’s dream in to a reality.
The new facility will 
provide a top class venue 
for the community of 
Bishop Auckland and sur-
rounding areas.  
Anyone can donate via 

Table  Tennis  Club  seeks  
donations  for  hall  upgrade  

the club’s crowd funding 
page, which can be found 
by searching for ‘Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Centre’ at crowdfunder.
co.uk.
More information is also 
available via the club’s 
website at bishopauck-
landttc.co.uk, its Facebook 
page at facebook.com/
bishopttc or by speaking 
to Matt Porter on 07411 
018856.

Self employed?
Need someone to complete your

• Financial Accounts?
• Tax Return?
• VAT Return?

I’m offering a friendly, comprehensive 
service, with prices starting 

from as little as £50
Email now for a free quote

Rileyaccy@gmail.com
www.Rileyaccy.com

Or contact me on
07922 692 989

Serving Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding areas


