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Best  ever  A  Level  results  for 
King  James  I  Academy

Students at King James 
have excelled in a range of 
academic and vocational 
courses this year and are 
celebrating the best A Level 

results in the history of the 
Sixth Form Centre. 
45% of Year 13 students 
achieved A* grades and 63% 
of students achieved at least 

one A* or A grade. Thanks 
to these significant results, 
students are now set to 
pursue a diverse range of 
educational pathways and 
opportunities.
There are also a significant 
proportion of students 
moving into employment 
and further training, and 
the first cohort of Martin 
Gray’s Football Academy 
(MGFA) Post-16 graduates 
will also be pursuing various 
interests, having completed 
their Extended Diploma in 
Sport. 
Year 11 students also 
achieved excellent GCSE 
results across a range of 
subjects and have been jus-
tifiably rewarded for their 
hard work. Those following 
arts-based subjects, includ-
ing Fine Art, Photography, 
Media, Expressive Arts and 
Drama excelled with 100% 
of students achieving A* to 
C grades in Photography 
and over 90% of students 
achieving A* to C in other 
subjects. Excellent perfor-
mance was also sustained 
in a range of vocational 
subjects.

GARNETTS
Book one of our upcoming day breaks
Travel with GARNETTS for miles of smiles

Saturday 12th September
york & harrogate

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Saturday 12th September
whitby

Adult: £11.50 Child £10.50

Saturday 12th September
scarborough

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Saturday 19th September
blackpool illuminations

Adult: £14.50 Child £13.50

Saturday 19th September
stokesley show
Adult: £12 Child £11

Sunday 20th September
fountains abbey & ripon & harrogate

Adult: £12.50 Child £11.50

Call us now on (01388) 604419
www.garnettscoaches.com

Sunday 13th September
lightwater valley (ad not inc)

Adult: £10 Child £9

Saturday 26th September
blackburn & burnley

Adult: £15 Child £15

South Church Road, 
Bishop Auckland

01388 603371
www.pavilionbarbistro.co.uk
pavilionbishopauckland@gmail.com

Bishop Auckland’s Best Kept Secret

Cask Ales, Craft Lager,  Wine, Prosecco
Afternoon Tea from £8.95 please call to book

Large Function Room all parties catered
Now taking bookings for Christmas Day

Film-makers  seek  
extras  for  ‘battle  crew’
Residents of Bishop 
Auckland are being encour-
aged to get involved in 
the making of short movie 
which is to be partly filmed 
in the town.
Written by Eleven Arches 
combat tutor Mark Hind-
man-Smith, Whiteblade 
tells the story of the rise to 
power of Oswald Iding, 7th 
century heir to the North-
umbrian throne.
Filming has already begun 
further south and later 
this month will move to 
Bishop Auckland, where 
the largest scale battle 
scenes ever filmed in the 
UK for a budget short will 
be filmed.
Over 200 combat actors, 
battle crew and support-
ing artists are required to 
complete the scenes, and 
producers are hoping that 
budding actors, historians 
and those interested in 
having battle crew training 
will sign up to take part.
The filming will be used to 
gain further funding for a 
pilot and hopefully a subse-

quent series, with the final 
aim for the story to be aired 
on a major TV channel. It 
will then be used in order 
to pitch for a large budget 
in order to make a feature 
film with a world-wide dis-
tribution deal.
Anyone can apply to take 
part in the scene, as long 
as they are over the age 
of 18. No prior experience 
is needed as all battle 
crew will receive boot 
camp style training prior 
to the filming, which will 
take place between 24th 
and 27th September at 
Auckland Castle.
Anyone interested in being 
part of the battle crew 
should join ‘Whiteblade 
Combat Crew & SAs’ on 
Facebook, where full 
details can be found.
You can also support the 
project financially by 
donating at www.indie-
gogo.com/projects/white-
blade#/story.
Mark commented, “Get 
signed up people! Let’s 
make this spectacular!”

A Level students at King James celebrate their best ever results.
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IN TROUBLE WITH THE LAW?

Tel: 01388 606660

Crime and Road Traffic Offences • Matrimonial 
Family • Children • General Litigation

Personal Injury Claims • Conveyancing 
Business Leases • Wills & Probate

www.cwbooth.co.uk

UPVC & Composite door 
multipoint locks, internal door, 
window locks, handles, hinges

[lost keys gained entry]
Garage door locks & cables, key 

safes and all other hardware.
All supplied & Fitted

Genuine low prices
Call Phil on

07856 278438
or 01388 774107

philip.locks@gmail.com
www.shildonlockspecialist.co.uk

Cockton Hill WMC

Open daily from 11.30am till 11.30pm. You can watch ‘At the Races’ 
and ‘Racing UK’. Large free function room always available.

Tel: 01388 605136

Sat 5th September: ‘steve lavell’
Sat 12th September: ‘flashback’
Sat 19th September: ‘pete mcdonald’
Sat 26th September: ‘mckenzie’

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Jewellery Parties

Makes the Perfect Gift
Host a party and receive

a Free Gift
Tracy - 07796 411855

Now available for 
Bookings!

Wide selection of  
Solid Silver Jewellery
All priced under £10 

R.J.A. CONSTRUCTION
OF HEIGHINGTON VILLAGE

DRIVES & PATIOS TRANSFORMED
We specialise in;

BLOCK PAVING - FLAGGING
FENCING - WALLS

DRIVEWAYS REPAIRED
All Building Work Undertaken
FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION PLEASE RING

Tel: 01325 312675
Mob: 07957 612466

30 Years Experience

Houses To Let

In Shildon, Newton 
Aycliffe, Bishop 

Auckland, & 
Leeholme

From £70 per week

01325 484 846

Hair  today  -  gone  tomorrow!

Local Bishop Auckland busi-
nessman, Stephen Hare, 
‘braved the shave’ for 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
recently in memory of his 
late wife, Jane, who passed 
away in March this year 
after previously fighting off 
cancer twice.
“I shaved off half of my hair 
on Tuesday 25th July at 
the Mason’s Arms in Bishop 
Auckland,” said Stephen. “I 
played a sponsored round 
of golf on Wednesday and 
then shaved off the rest of 
my hair on Friday 28th July 
in The Green Tree pub in 
Bishop Auckland.
“The Masons Arms raised 
£625, The Green Tree 
raised £350 and the total 

online is currently £1,026 
and rising.”
Stephen went on to explain 
why he had taken on the 
challenge: “The support 
that we had from Macmil-
lan throughout my wife’s 
illness was fantastic.  The 
Macmillan nurse, Barbara, 
helped us face each stage 
as it arrived and worked 
with our doctor, Doctor 
Hetherington, and the 
district nurses to ensure 
that the care Jane received 
was truly first class.
“Jane wanted to stay at 
home rather than go into 
hospital and this was made 
possible by the twice daily 
visits by Macmillan’s Pallia-
tive Care Team.

“There really was no com-
promise to the quality of 
care and their implacable 
cheerfulness never failed 
to raise Jane’s spirits.
“Macmillan are really 
special people and I am 
so grateful for all of their 
help. I felt I had to do 
something to show my grat-
itude and I am very pleased 
to support their Brave the 
Shave campaign.
“I would also like to thank 
everyone who has helped 
me to raise this money.”
Anyone wishing to make 
a donation to Stephen’s 
challenge can do so on 
his  fundraising page at 
bravetheshave.org.uk/
shavers/stephen-hare.

Bishop Auckland businessman, Stephen Hare ‘braved the shave’ for Macmillan Cancer 
Support but not before attending meetings with just half his head shorn off!

Dear Editor,

The Four Clocks Club would like to thank all 
who donated prizes for their raffle.

The £110 raised helped towards a day out 
at the seaside in Redcar where a wonderful 
time was had by all.

Yours sincerely,
Pauline Roe,
Co-ordinator, Four Clocks Centre.

Letters Have your say...

How to contact us:
By email:
bishoppress@yahoo.co.uk
By post or in person:
Bishop Press, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Woodhouse Close Library / Town Hall Library
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available bishoppress.com
The Bishop Press is delivered free of charge to homes and  busi-
nesses in Bishop Auckland, Tindale and Toronto and has sister 
papers in Ferryhill & Chilton and Shildon.

            Bishop press
  The
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The AcleT
01388 327335

Live Music Every 2nd Friday
Disco Karaoke Every Friday & Sunday

Brooklands, Bishop Auckland, DL14 6PW

Lager & Bitter only £1.99 pint

opening times:
Mon-Thurs:  3-11.30pm, Fri: 3-12.30am, 

Sat: 12 Noon-12.30am Sun: 12 Noon-11pm

Free Function Room available

Sunday Lunch 12 noon till 3pm 
Only £4.99 including dessert

Bingo & Open The Box every Tuesday after the 
quiz and every Sunday at 6pm

Jackpot now £800

Quiz Night every Tuesday

Accommodation now available
from £25 per night per person

BEDFORDS
Appliance Care Ltd.

DI Y SPA RE S - S A L E S 
SER V ICE - REPA IRS 

F REE A D V ICE

Tel:  0 1388 60 4 30 4
163 Newgate Street, Bishop 

Auckland, Co. Durham, DL14 7EN

BAC THE SPARES
SPECIALIST

Numatic
BOSCH

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

tEL: 01388 777606

Furnace industrial  Estate,  shildon

Mayor  returns  to  former  
school
Former King James 
student and Mayor of 
Bishop Auckland, Cllr. Lee 
Brownson has recently 
returned to the Academy 
to take a tour of the new 
building and facilities. 
On September 30th he 
will officially open phase 
2 of the multi-million 
pound development, the 
fully refurbished Middle 
School building, which is 
to be renamed the Agnew 
Building.
The Mayor was keen to 
view the new facilities that 
King James has to offer to 
both its students and the 
local community and hear 
about the final stages of 
the development, which 
includes landscaping and 
new sports pitches. He 
also enjoyed the opportu-
nity to revisit some of the 
classrooms where he spent 
many of his teenage years 
and took time to reminisce 
with three of his former 
teachers, Mrs Dent, Mr 
Shearer and Mr Johnston. 
The Mayor praised the new 
facilities at King James and 
commented on the range 

of new opportunities for 
learning and leisure that 

Mayor Lee Brownson pictured with Mr Nick Grieveson, 
Head Teacher at King James.

they offer students and 
local residents. 

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

ROBSON’S
Domestic & Commercial

Reliable & Quality Service 
at a reasonable price

Tel Dave 
on 01388 327943
or 07474 184 779

PAINTING & DECORATING

E: robsonsdecorating@hotmail.com

OAP 20% DISCOUNT
Free Estimates

TV AERIALS
Full Digital - HD Ready

One room from£35
Extra rooms from £10 
TV tuned in free

All work guaranteed
We will match any quote

jtva.co.uk 0784 574 6531
All jobs subject to available signals

New  minister  steps  
out  in  prayer

New Superintendent Meth-
odist Minister based in 
Shildon, Rev Andy Bryer, 
along with his new col-
league in Bishop Auckland, 
Rev John Purdy, learned 
much about their new 
congregations and the 
communities in which they 
are set when they under-
took a walk of their parish 
in celebration of their 
new posts on Bank Holiday 
Monday.
The two men of the 
cloth began their walk 
in Cockfield at 7.30am, 
visiting all fifteen chapels 
around Hamsterley, Bishop 
Auckland, Shildon and 

Newton Aycliffe before 
finishing at Heighington 
before sundown. 
They took the time to say 
a prayer at each pitstop, 
thanking God for the 
various communities and 
asking a blessing for those 
who live and work in the 
area. 
Rev Purdy, who hails from 
Northern Ireland said, 
“We walked somewhere 
between 25 and 30 miles in 
total depending on where 
we got lost or cut corners. 
“It was a spiritual experi-
ence and it was an honour 
to pray with people at all 
of the chapels.”

Rev John Purdy (left) and Rev Bryer at Cockfield Method-
ist Chapel, along with Rev Purdy’s wife Vanessa and 
local parishioners.

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sat 5th Sep: FAB
Sun 6th Sep: SWITCH
Sat 12th Sep: 101
Sun 13th Sep: ORDINARY AFFAIR
Sat 19th Sep: POISON WHISKEY
Sun 20th Sep: THE LAST FAKERS
Sat 26th Sep: HIGH TIDE
Sun 27th Sep: LISA MARIE & THE IGNITORS
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There will be an opportu-
nity to donate blood to the 
NHS on Thursday, 10th Sep-
tember at the Scout Centre 
on Kingsway in Bishop 

Auckland. 
There will be two donations 
sessions: from 2.05pm until 
4pm and from 4.50pm until 
7.05pm.

The Bishop Auckland Chry-
santhemum and Dahlia  
Show 2015 will take place 
on Sunday 20th September.
The show is open to the 
public from 3pm - 6pm 
with the presentation 
of trophies, by the town 
mayor, taking place at 5pm 
and followed by a sale of 

the flowers.
There are open classes 
available for: Vase of 
Flowers; Orchid Plants and 
Dahlias.
Interested parties should 
contact Gordon Dawson on 
01388 601454 or Gordon 
Hodgson on 01388 604732 
for details.

Save a life - give blood

Flower  show

The town’s Tesco Extra 
store at St Helen Auckland  
held a Summer Fayre on 
Saturday 29th August.
Over £700 was raised at 
the event, which will be 
donated to the Suicide 
Awareness charity, If U Care 
Share Foundation (IUCSF) 
and local people affected 

by homelessness. 
David Brown, project 
support worker with IUCSF 
said, “We provide support 
for families and get them 
talking about mental health 
issues,” while the store’s 
community champion John 
Bailey commented, “the 
other half of the money is to 

buy blankets, sleeping bags 
and run soup kitchens for 
the homeless in the area.”
The fayre was opened by 
Councillor Sam Zair who 
said, “I was over the moon 
with the amount raised for 
two well worth charities 
and I would like to thank all 
who were involved.”

Tesco community champion John Bailey and store manager Sandra Laws with Cllr 
Sam Zair.

Summer  Fayre  raises  funds  for  
local  causes

FOR SALE
Selection of shoes 
in excellent condi-
tion (Nike Air, Vans, 
Converse, Puma), 
sizes 5½ and 6. 
Will sell individually 
or as a pack. 
£8 per pair ono. 
Bishop Auckland: 
07925 376 389
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Bishop Auckland Fylands House, Tindale Crescent

01388  603 525

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland

Monday - Friday pints from £1.99, 12 noon - 1pm
Monday & Tuesday Games Night from 8pm

We are now taking names to join our Games Night. 
All welcome to play Darts, Dominoes and Pool
3 Plasmas + 1 large screen showing BT Sport, 

Horseracing & all other sports
We have regular drinks promotions

Call in and see for yourself and sample our friendly atmosphere!

Karaoke Every Friday from 8pm
Themed Night every Saturday from 8pm
WE SERVE SNACKS ALL DAY EAT IN OR TAKE AWAY

Engine Diagnostics, EML, ABS AIRBAG etc, Free Battery 
Testing, Air Conditioning Service Centre, Starter Motor, 

Alterations, Supplied, Fitted & Repaired,
Key Coding, ECY Coding

hiLLCrEst
aUtoELECtriCs

Seymour  Street,  Bishop  Auckland,  DL14  6JD

Engine 
Diagnostics, EML, 
ABS AIRBAG etc

Free Battery 
Testing

Air Conditioning 
Service Centre

Starter Motor
Alternators

Supplied, Fitted 
& Repaired

Key Coding, 
ECU Coding

Tel:  01388  604717

Butterwick Hospice at Bishop 
Auckland is hosting a Zorbing 
Football Event on Saturday 
26th September at West 
Auckland Football Ground.
It’s the latest craze to hit 
the UK, blending football 
and zorbing with hilari-
ous results. As fun as it is 
ludicrous, the rules are the 
same as football - the team 
to score the most goals is 
the winner - but with one 
enormous springy spherical 
twist! Each player has a one 
man 'zorb' sphere enveloping 
their top half, so that their 
legs are free to run around 
as normal, but everything 
else is concealed within 
a transparent, protective 
bubble.
Rather than tackle, use the 
more effective 'barge' to win 
the ball off your opponents, 

sending them flying in the 
process. When in control 
of the ball, if you can stop 
yourself howling with 
laughter for long enough, 
dribble it forward before 
smashing it home past the 
goalie, but beware, a barge 
could come from any direc-
tion!
All this makes for absolute 
mayhem, as players are sent 
flying left, right and centre 
as they attempt to block 
other players’ progress 
while making plays them-
selves. Perfect for any group 
that enjoys football and is 
up for a laugh. 
Are you and your friends up 
for the challenge? Teams 
are 5-a-side, and games are 
played in a round robin so 
that each team gets three 
games each with breaks in 

between.
A spokesperson for Butter-
wick commented, “If you 
have a competitive streak, 
why not get your friends 
together and make up more 
than one team and play 
against each other?
“The event is a fantastic 
team builder and lots of 
fun so don’t delay. Each 
team member will need to 
complete a registration form 
and return these directly to 
the Fundraising Department 
with your team registration 
(of £20 per person) and a 
team name. Entries will be 
received on a first-come 
first-served basis.
To book your place or for 
more information, contact 
paulinemcleavey@butter-
wick.org.uk or call 01388 
603003.

More  than  just  a  Knockout

A Bishop Auckland man 
has been jailed for three 
years at Durham Crown 
Court after admitting a 
charge of sexual assault 
and two charges of making 
indecent images of 
children.
Neil Calvert, 50, of 
Etherley Lane was sus-
pected of grooming a 
vulnerable twelve-year-
old boy who suffered from 
Asperger’s Syndrome and 
attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder (ADHD).
Calvert first contacted the 
boy online, using the pseu-
donym Harvey Bishop, 
before engaging in what 
his own defence lawyer 
admitted was “classic 
grooming behaviour over a 
protracted period.”
Before his admission in 
court, Calvert had been 
previously warned by 
police not to make contact 
with the boy after he was 

found at the man’s home.
Calvert was uncovered 
after the boy’s parents 
became worried about 
their son’s unexplained 
absences from home, in-
cluding a report that he 
had got into a blue car 
being driven by an, at the 
time, unknown male.
Acting on information 
received, police visited 
Calvert’s home where 
a blue car was parked 
outside.
Richard Bennett, pros-
ecuting said that Calvert 
“looked shocked when 
police spoke to him and 
was very vague, claiming 
the boy was a client of his 
as a hairdresser.
“He told police he 
believed the boy was 17 
and suffered from mental 
health problems, for which 
he claimed he wanted to 
help him. 
“Police couldn’t find any 

evidence of any offences 
but issued a ‘harbouring 
notice’, making it clear 
the boy was only 12 and 
warned him he was not 
to have any contact with 
him,” said Mr Bennett.
However, Calvert ignored 
the warning and continued 
to shower the boy with 
gifts, including a phone in 
order to continue contact.
But when his victim ran 
out of the defendant’s 
home after he had put 
his hand on the boy’s leg, 
police arrested Calvert 
and seized his computer, 
which was subsequently 
discovered to contain 
dozens of indecent images 
of children.
Jailing him for three years, 
Judge Christopher Prince 
also made Calvert the 
subject of a restraining 
order, forbidding contact 
with the boy, a sexual 
harm prevention order 
and listed his name on the 
Sex Offender’s Register 
for life. 

Man  jailed  for  grooming  boy

Doors Hung - Quality Fireplace 
Mantels - Garden & Yard Gates -  

Flat Pack Furniture. 
£15/hr - £14 pensioners
Tel Alan: 776250

Alan Pearson
Joiner / DIY

Honest, reliable, local lad. 
Small jobs welcome. Happy to Help!

James Kirwin
Plumbing & Heating
All aspects of plumbing 
and heating undertaken
Free advice & estimates

07956 403740
jkirwin20@gmail.com

The History of Bishop 
Auckland is a Facebook 
page which was launched 
back in January by local 
teenager and history en-
thusiast, Alex Tighe.
The page has gone from 
strength to strength 
everyday, with over 6,100 
people sharing memories 
and remembering the past 
of Bishop Auckland.
Now the Facebook page is 
branching out into a new 
area of media with a radio 
show on Bishop FM. 
Alex said, “The radio show 
is a new way to reach 

members of the com-
munity who may not have 
Facebook or not know how 
to use it. It will bring past 
memories from people of 
Bishop Auckland and the 
surrounding areas, and will 
feature special guests who 
will bring back the past 
to you and, who knows, 
you may learn something 
new.”
Tune in to 105.9 Bishop 
FM on a Tuesday evening 
from 6pm to catch Alex 
and get involved. You can 
also listen online www.
bishopfm.com.

History  page  is  now  
a  radio  show

Barrington  class  of  
1980  ‘reunion’
A former student at Bishop 
Barrington is organising an 
informal ‘reunion’ for all 
pupils who left the school 
in 1980.
Organiser ‘Net’ said, 
“Who’s up for a giggle and 
a cringe of how we used 
to be and see what fine 
specimens we’ve turned 
into?
“Nothing fancy, just a 

chance to have a catch-
up.”
The ‘gathering’ will be 
held  from 4pm on Saturday 
26th September at Wether-
spoons in Bishop Auckland. 
More information can be 
found on Facebook at 
‘Bishop Barrington Class of 
1975-1980’  
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

bondGatE hand Car wash 
VaLEtinG & ParKinG CEntrE

New Indoor Secured Parking and Car Sales
8am - 6pm Weekdays (prices start from £2 per day)

07906 785 235 for details and bookings
57 BONDGATE, BISHOP AUCKLAND, DL14 7PE

Car Wash
from £3.50

Mini Valets
from £15

Full Valets
from £30

Loyalty 
Card 

Scheme

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

A professional musician 
struck down with a para-
lysing disease has made a 
successful comeback and is 
now looking for a violinist 
to join his new folk rock 
band.
Phil Graham, from Bishop 
Auckland, spent ten 
months in James Cook 
University Hospital from 
October 2013 to August 
2014, paralysed with 
Guillain Barre Syndrome.  
Thinking he might never 
be well enough to perform 
again, he overcame his 
disability and made a suc-
cessful comeback with four 
shows in March earlier this 
year. Now, as lead singer 
with Folk Rock foursome, 
Share The Darkness, he 
is seeking a violin/fiddle 
player to join his band.
“We have a series of shows 
booked for next year 
and we are looking for a 
violinist or fiddle player to 
join us”, said Phil. “This 
is an exciting opportu-
nity for someone to join 
our friendly group when 
rehearsals start in the 
autumn.”
The band meet weekly in 
Bishop Auckland and are 
asking interested players 
to meet initially for a 

no obligation chat. They 
are currently rehearsing 
two sets of music. One is 
contemporary folk rock 
based on the style of The 
Saw Doctors and Richard 
Thompson, the other is 
a traditional set of Irish 
favourites based on the 
likes of The Dubliners. 
Band members have also 
written a number of their 
own songs. 

“Gender and age is not 
important”, explained 
Phil. “We are looking for 
someone who can commit 
to rehearsals once a week 
and who has a fun loving 
attitude to music.”
Phil can be contacted on 
01388 602479 or by email 
at phil@filmar.co.uk.
For details of the band go 
to www.facebook.com/
sharethedarkness.

Clockwise from top left:  Jimmy Robinson, Phil Graham, 
Geoff Pickering and Bill Oxbrough.

A former street dog is 
searching for a new home 
after being brought to the 
UK by the Better Life Dog 
Rescue charity after he 
was attacked by locals in a 
remote village in Romania 
for raiding bins. Those re-
sponsible used a machete 
to hack off part of the dog’s 
leg, before setting him free 
to suffer.
His foster carer Christine 
Kipling and other supporters 
are currently fundraising to 
raise £8,000 for his treat-
ment, and are hoping to 
have Fram referred to super 
vet Noel Fitzpatrick for a 

bionic limb. 
He is currently undergoing 
laser treatment with Wilson 
Veterinary Group.
Ms Kipling said despite his 
ordeal he is very trusting of 
humans, and is a very happy 
dog. She said, “We are 
looking for a suitable home 
for Fram, but our priority 
is to focus on his recovery 
after his horrific injury.”
Anyone looking to adopt 
Fram can contact Ms Kipling 
on 07894 449580 
To make a donation 
towards his treatment, visit 
mydonate.bt.com/events/
fram/238910.

 A summer-long campaign 
to tackle under-age 
drinkers in Bishop 
Auckland has proven suc-
cessful.
During patrols to target 
young drinkers and associ-
ated anti-social behaviour 
on Friday 28th August, 
there was a noticeable 
reduction in the number 
of youths in the area.
The ‘stay safe’ opera-
tion took place in Bishop 
Auckland and included 
officers from the neigh-
bourhood team as well as 
representatives from the 
County Durham and Dar-
lington Fire and Rescue 
Service plus Durham 

County Council street 
wardens.
Sergeant Jayne Burdess-
Hoseason said, “We’ve run 
these operations through-
out the summer with the 
primary aim being to keep 
young people in Bishop 
Auckland safe, and I’m 
delighted to say it seems 
to be working. 
“We know that drinking 
alcohol makes children 
much more vulnerable, 
either at risk of harm 
from others or their 
surroundings. On this 
operation we also had 
representatives from 
the fire service there to 
help us share important 

water safety messages. 
It is encouraging that 
the numbers of children 
hanging around seems to 
be reducing.
“However, during Friday 
night’s patrols we did 
confiscate a number of 
alcoholic drinks, includ-
ing 14 cans of lager. 
“We have identified 
where those items were 
purchased, and enquiries 
are ongoing to establish 
whether we can pros-
ecute either the store for 
selling to persons under 
the age of 18, or the adult 
who passed them on to 
the youths we took them 
from.”

Patrols keeping children safe

Eldon Hope Building Materials

01388 775 261

Bricks from £160 per 1000
440mm x 440mm paving from £1.80

Scallop & Rope Edging £1.80
Old York Paving & Circles £10 per square metre in 6 sizes

Also: Blocks, Caps & Coping Stones,
Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Top Soil,

Decorate Gravels and Slate.
All prices are plus VAT

Natural Sandstone Paving from £15 per square metre 

Old Eldon, Shildon DL4 2QX

A  new  home  for  
Fram

‘Join  us  on  the  fiddle’

Fram is now a very happy and friendly dog, despite his 
ordeal. (Photo courtesy Chris Percival).
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The effects will be to close to vehicular traffic a 45m length of road number Unc 
42.2 south of Cambridge Court that extends south westerly from its junction with the 
access to John Pye Motors Ltd, Bishop Auckland to enable gas main renewal works 
to be undertaken. The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order 
is 18 months and is required from 07.09.15 for the duration of the works, anticipated 
to be 4 weeks.  Alternative route: from the north eastern side of the closure westerly 
via C130 to Tindale Crescent traffic signals then south easterly on Tindale Crescent 
to the south western side of the closure, and vice versa.

Dated: 4 September 2015

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(UNC ROAD 42.2 CAMBRIDGE COURT, TINDALE CRESCENT, BISHOP 
AUCKLAND) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2015

The Council, on 03.09.15 made the following 2 Orders under Section 14(1) of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, as amended.

(PROUDFOOT DRIVE, BISHOP AUCKLAND)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2015

The effects will be to close to all vehicular traffic a 155m length of Proudfoot Drive 
between its junctions with Abbey Road and Cosgrove Avenue, Bishop Auckland 
to enable speed table renewal works to be undertaken (with speed cushions). The 
maximum duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 months and 
is required from 7:30 am on 14.09.15 for 2 weeks.  Alternative route: from the 
northern side of the closure from Proudfoot Drive easterly on Abbey Road and 
turning southerly on Scott Road then generally westerly on Cosgrove Avenue to the 
southern side of the closure, and vice versa.

However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for the above 2 closures may be 
necessary and these will be signed accordingly.

Bishop Auckland Market 
Place was transformed into 
a car showroom on Friday, 
21st August.
Motor dealers from around 
the region, including 
Citroen Croxdale, Evans 
Halshaw, Mill Volvo, SG 
Petch, Sherwoods and 
Honda, displayed their 
latest ranges in the centre 
of Bishop Auckland for the 
town’s fourth New Car 
Show.
The event, which was or-
ganised by Bishop Auckland 
Town Team, was also 
supported by the Jaguar 
Drivers’ Club, who took 

along a number of classic 
cars including a Jaguar 
C-Type replica which won 
the Le Mans 24 hour race 
in 1951.
Derek Ward also supported 
the show by displaying 
motoring memorabilia, 
including a 1953 Morris Z 
van which he had lovingly 
restored to its former 
glory, and part of his col-
lection of vintage pedal 
cars, petrol cans and 
replica road signs from the 
same period.
Councillor Lee Brownson, 
the town’s Mayor said, “It’s 
great to see the Market 

Place full of people all 
enjoying this annual Town 
Team event. 
“I’d like to thank the deal-
erships for their contin-
ued support and we look 
forward to seeing them 
again next year.”
Councillor Alan Anderson, 
Chair of the Town Team 
added, “I would like to 
thank everybody who 
contributed to the event, 
especially The Jaguar 
Drivers’ Club and Derek 
Ward, whose vehicles 
provided an added attrac-
tion for people viewing the 
new cars.”

Bishop AucklAnd Tyres N
Tests Ltd

All
Makes

of
TYRES

9 Chester Street, Bishop Auckland
County Durham, DL14 7LP

Telephone: 01388 604485 / 661339 / 605687
E-mail: info@bishopaucklandtyresandtests.co.uk
www.bishopauckland-tyres.co.uk
www.bishopaucklandtyreandtests.co.uk

Class Four, Five, 7 MOTs
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES

Please don’t hesitate to contact us as we’re more than happy to help.
GROUP AUTO - AUTOCARE GARAGE APPROVED

MEMBER OF THE GOOD GARAGE SCHEME • MASTER GARAGE 2013
www.approvedgarage.co.uk • Member of the motor industry code of Practice

Have Now Combined With Malcolm Tervitt From Leyland House
Garage in Bishop Auckland To Provide An Even Better Service
To Customers With 6 Mechanics, 5 Ramps, 2 Mot Bays With A
Breakdown Repair Service Covering All Main Dealer Warranties
on All Parts And Servicing

Market  place  transformed  into  
car  showroom

The Jaguar Drivers’ Club took along a number of classic cars.

SIMPSONS 24 Church
Street, Shildon

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

We also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES

ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709

Advertise in 
The Press
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Butterwick Hospice at 
Bishop Auckland is appeal-
ing for volunteers to help 
in the following areas: 
Hairdressing, Gardening, 
Housekeeping/Laundry, 
Fundraising and Retail.  
For more information, 
contact the Voluntary 
Services Department on 
01388 603003.
The Hospice is also asking 

for donations of jam jars 
with lids and any items to 
use for the tombola.
A spokesperson said: “We 
are desperately running 
low and any item would 
help.
“If you can help with any 
donations, please could 
you drop them off at the 
Hospice in Woodhouse 
Lane.”

Butterwick  appeals

What’s  on  at  the  
Town  Hall?
There are an array of activi-
ties and events taking place 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall in September.
Print Workshops will be 
taking place on Thursday 
10th September, between 
10.15am and 12.15pm, and 
again between 1.30pm and 
3.30pm.
Learn how to produce 
original handmade intaglio 
prints using the McGuinness 
printing press.
Tickets are £7 per session 
and must be pre-booked.
On Wednesday 16th Septem-
ber, the North East’s finest 
bluegrass band, Kentucky 
Cow Tippers, will be per-
forming traditional and 
contemporary music with 
unique style and attitude. 
Tickets are £10 and £8 for 
concessions.
The Hilarity Bites Comedy 
Club will be held once again 
on Friday 18th September, 
from 7.30pm. Headliner Ian 
Cognito is a real legend of 
the UK comedy circuit. A 

spokesperson commented, 
“For the last three decades 
Ian has been an undecorated 
hero of the British comedy 
frontline. He’s never been 
on telly, never done an 
advert. He remains a true 
original. If you haven’t seen 
him you won’t have a clue 
who we’re talking about, 
and if you have then you 
certainly won’t have forgot-
ten the name.”
Joining Ian is top Canadian 
comedian Chris Bett, whilst 
the award-winning Will 
Duggan returns as host for 
the night.
Tickets £8 in advance, £10 
on the door.
A group of local ladies who 
create unique pieces of 
textile art will be holding an 
exhibition in the McGuinnes 
Gallery from Monday 21st 
September to Saturday 10th 
October.
For further details, or for 
tickets to any of the above 
events, call the Box Office 
on 03000 269 524.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Scottish table tennis went 
continental as North 
Ayrshire hosted the first 
round of the ETTU cup 
recently, which saw top 
national league teams from 
Scotland, Spain, Turkey, 
Belgium and Romania fight 
it out in the hope of being 
crowned champions.
Bishop Auckland Table 
Tennis club Chairman, 
Matt Porter, was invited 
to oversee proceedings by 
refereeing the event on 

22nd and 23rd August, an 
exciting but challenging 
fete.  
Matt said, “It was a great 
honour to be asked to 
referee an international 
event. It’s harder than it 
looks, keeping on top of all 
the outcomes and timings 
and  how they affect the 
standings when the event 
was going live all over the 
world.”
Matt was responsible for 
keeping the event running 

to time, supporting the 
umpires and maintaining 
the event rules. 
This was a fantastic oppor-
tunity for him to develop 
skills and support another 
table tennis club.
Matt got into refereeing 
though the Bishop Auckland 
Table Tennis club’s volun-
teer training programme.
For more info on Bishop 
Auckland Table Tennis 
Club, contact Matt on 
07411 018 856. 

Bishop Auckland Reserves 
have expressed their ap-
preciation to Q9 Cladding 
Solutions Ltd for their 
generous sponsorship of 
the team’s new tracksuits 
for the coming season. 
The tracksuits, in the tradi-
tional yet modern two blue 
design, will be worn by the 
team for all match days. 
The Reserve side, now in 
its second year, compete 
within the Durham Alliance 
Combination League and 
are a fully affiliated reserve 

side to Bishop Auckland 
FC. The aim is to develop 
the skills of talented in-
dividuals from the local 
community, giving them 
a structured gateway into 
Northern League football.
In the scheme’s first 15 
months, already four 
players have made the 
step up to Northern 
League football, and with 
the talented young side 
continuing to develop, the 
staff are sure many more 
will follow.

Bishop Auckland Girls 
Under 11s have thanked 
Truly Scrumptious Hair and 
Beauty of Princes Street 
for kindly sponsoring their 

tracksuits for the new 
football season. 
“The staff at Truly Scrump-
tious are 'truly fantastic',” 
said a spokesperson.

The St Mary’s U8 Aces 
had a fantastic day at the 
15-team  Marton tourna-
ment, going through the 
day unbeaten and winning 
the cup final against 
Grangetown.
Mananger, Graham Bowes, 
said, “All the players were 
fantastic and were com-
plimented by all the other 
teams on playing great 
football.” 
The U9 Kings also had a 
tremendous win away at 
the Redcar tournament on 
Saturday, 29th August.
After remaining unbeaten 
in their league games, the 
Kings won their semi final 
against Stakeford Juniors 

before beating Boro 
Rangers 2-1 in the final, 
both goals scored by James 
Whales.
The Under 8 Kings team 
have caught the eye so 
much that they have been 
invited up to play New-
castle Academy teams at 
Newcastle Benfield in what 
should be a great experi-
ence for them all.
The four Academy players 
from the U9’s: Leon 
Parker, Finlay Rose, Charlie 
Berry and Dylan Robson 
all  competed against 
each other last week in a 
great game for both Boro 
Academy and Hartlepool 
Academy with all four 

Unbeaten    U8  Aces  impress  in  
tournament  win

players playing excellently 
in a high scoring game.
The Under 17’s played their 
first friendly last Sunday 
against Peterlee and won 
5-0 with Regan Blakey 
scoring three along with 
goals from Harry Coulthard 
and Liam Robson. 
The U17s are due to play 
Aycliffe Youth in a friendly, 
followed by an away game 
at Plains Farm in the 
league.
There are 21 teams at St 
Mary’s this year. The first 
team, the Under 16s kicked 
off last weekend in the 
County Cup at home to 
Washington Blacks and had 
an emphatic 9-0 win.

Table  tennis  coach  referees  
‘continental’  event

Matt Porter (left) oversees a match between Turkey and Romania.

Reserves  go  from  
strength  to  strength

New  trackies  are  
‘truly  fantastic’

Bishop Auckland Rugby 
Club, based at West 
Mills, has a thriving kids’ 
section with around 250 
youngsters playing the 
sport from 6 years up to 
18, and the club is keen 
for more young people to 
get involved. 
As the Rugby World Cup 
is starting on September 
18th, now is a perfect 
time to get involved. 
The club has organised 
‘Super Sundays’ through-
out the event, where 
three games will be 
played.  The dates are 
20th and 27th September 
and 4th and 11th October. 
All the junior age group 
teams from the club have 
adopted a World Cup team 
for these days. They will 
be learning more about 
the culture and traditions 
of each of these coun-
tries. So with the USA 
for example there will be 
hamburgers and hot dogs, 
while for Scotland, haggis 
will be available and there 
will be lots of folk singing. 
With New Zealand, Fiji, 
and Samoa, the traditional 
war dances will be taught.
A spokesperson for the 
club said, “We are inviting 
anyone who wants to 

come along and join us to 
this great sporting event 
in a family friendly and 
entertaining environment 
and see the community 
and sporting traditions of 
Rugby Union.
“All ages of young people 
are invited to see the 
fun involved in Bishop 
Auckland Rugby Club. 
“All the fun will start from 
12 lunchtime and matches 
for the junior teams will 
be followed by the World 
Cup games. People can 
come along for as much or 
as little time they want.”
The club is also holding 
a Sportsman’s Evening on 
Saturday 19th September, 
with speakers from both 
rugby and football. Ben 
Woods, former Newcastle 
Falcons, Leicester Tigers 
and England Saxons will 
be represented the game 
of rugby, while former 
Leeds United and Arsenal 
player John Lucic will 
speak about his time as a 
footballer. 
Tickets are £15, which 
includes a pie and peas 
supper, and are available 
from the club.
For more information 
call John Halladay on 
07795498722.

Super  Sundays  at  
the  Rugby  Club


