
Friday 9th September 2016Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter Issue 794 Page 1
Fully archived online at thechapter.org     email us at: thechapter@talk21.com

be part of a relief convoy 
to Malta with a large Navy 
escort.
I had sailed to Malta before, 
in through the Strait of 

Gibraltar, out through 
the Suez Canal. It had 
gone well and the Maltese 
people were excellent; this 
trip was to turn out very 
different.
We were one of four teams 
stationed on deck, using 
Bren guns now, two fore, 
two aft, and very much left 
to our own devices. 
I spoke to the captain 
regarding the gun set-up 
but he said we were the 
experts, not him - I don’t 
think he could understand 
my broad Abderdonian 
accent. 
We sailed out of the Clyde a 
week later, about fourteen 
merchantmen with a naval 
escort that grew bigger as 
we sailed south, including 
destroyers and an aircraft 
carrier: serious stuff!
With the other gunners, 
we lived on deck, eating 
and sleeping there and only 
going below to the ablu-
tions. 
It was pretty quiet down to 
Gibraltar and we entered 
the strait in pea-souper, 
but the next day when the 
fog cleared, all hell broke 
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17/09/2016	 Scarborough.	 £13.50	 £12.50
17/09/2016	 Harrogate Flower Show	 £12.00	 £11.00
17/09/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
17/09/2016	 Whitby	 £11.50	 £12.50
18/09/2016	 Mystery Trip	 £11.00	 £10.00
18/09/2016	 Lightwater Valley (Admin not inc)	 £10.00	 £9.00
24/09/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
01/10/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
08/10/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
15/10/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
29/10/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
05/11/2016	 Blackpool Illuminations	 £14.50	 £13.50
05/11/2016	 Leeds Market	 £12.50	 £11.50
12/11/2016	 York Christmas Market	 £12.50	 £11.50
12/11/2016	 Doncaster Christmas Market	 £14.50	 £13.50
19/11/2016	 York Christmas Shopper - 
	 St Nicholas Fair	 £15.50	 £14.50
19/11/2016	 Leeds Christmas Shopper	 £12.50	 £11.50
26/11/2016	 Bury Christmas Market	 £16.50	 £15.50
26/11/2016	 Carlisle Christmas Shopper	 £14.00	 £13.00
03/12/2016	 York Xmas Shopping	 £15.50	 £14.50

Baby & Toddler 
K ingdom
153 Newgate Street

Bishop Auckland DL14 7EN

Tel: 07403 304524
We have a range 

of prams 
(including Silver 

Cross, Bebecar and 
iCandy, MJ Mark, 

Baby Style), 
pushchairs, 

car seats, nursery 
furniture, Moses 

Baskets and much 
much more

Find us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter

OPENING

 SOON!

Ferryhill resident and 
decorated World War Two 
veteran, George Miller, 
recently revealed some 
of  his war experiences to 
the Royal British Legion 
monthly magazine. He 
spoke about joining the 
Gordon Highlanders, 
serving on the biggest ship 
he was ever to serve during 
the Second World War, and 
his experiences in Malta 
and Gibraltar. 

My first outfit was the 
Gordon Highlanders: I 
joined in 1938, aged 16.
But a year later, I trans-
ferred to the Maritime 
Royal Artillery.
My mate John Morgan and I 
were posted together a few 
times as  Private Gunners on 
various merchant vessels, 
operating Lewis guns; at 
the end of July 1942, we 
were posted to the Clyde, 
to SS Ohio, an ex-American 
tanker and the biggest ship 
I was ever to serve during 
the war.
We were told we were to 

Ferryhill  veteran  George  Miller  
featured  in  RBL  magazine

George Miller, decorated World War Two veteran.

Four staff members from 
Tenlands are raising money 
for their residents’ comfort 
fund by doing the Muddy 
Mayhem Challenge on 
Sunday 2nd October.
This is an annual challenge 
at Hardwick Park, near 
Sedgefield. 
Muddy Mayhem is a popular 
event featuring everything  
from cargo ​nets to ​​walls, ​
tunnels, ​water and ​lots ​of ​
other ​surprises.
This year promises a real 
test for everyone taking 
on the tough 5km or 10km 
courses.
Tenlands’ Deputy Manager 
Andrea Green will be doing 
the challenge alongside two 
care staff members, Joanne 

Walton and Victoria Ste-
phenson, and chef, Nicola 
Howarth.
There will be plenty of 
spectators from Tenlands 
watching on the day. 
Staff here have decided to 
put themselves through this 
so that residents can still 
enjoy entertainers coming 
into the home and receive 
birthday and Christmas 
presents. 
All money raised will go 
directly into the comfort 
fund. If anyone wishes to 
sponsor, call Tenlands on 
01740 657201.
A spokesperson said: “From 
all at Tenlands we would 
like to wish our staff the 
very best of luck.”

Tenlands’ staff  to  do  
Mayhem  Challenge

In last week’s issue of the 
Chapter, we mentioned 
that all scout sections have 
begun this September and 
can be enjoyed for just 
£10 per month (extra costs 

apply for certain activities).
If interested in signing up 
your child as a scout, call 
Malcolm Turnbull on 01388-
815430 or email 1stferry-
hill@durhamscouts.org.uk.

Call  for  new  scouts
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BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Need to contact The Chapter 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: thechapter@talk21.com
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 | Mob: 07825 397 101
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

Rebecca Lucy
Whittle

10.11.98 - 12.09.14

Your ever-loving
Nana and Granda 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

In loving memory of our 
precious Granddaughter
whom we lost suddenly 

two years ago.
You may be gone from 

us Rebecca, but you will 
live on in our hearts and 

memories forever
We love you.

We miss you every day pet

Two years since you sadly 
gained your wings to be in 

Heaven with Gran.
As a family chain, we are 
broken and can never be 

fixed until we are 
all together again.

Our love for you remains 
ever strong.

We love and miss you 
always.

Our Angel

Rebecca Lucy Whittle
Becca

Love forever,
Mam & Dad

Michael, James & Lauren

10.11.98 - 12.09.14

Happy 104th birthday

Dorothy Joyce
10-9-16

Love and best wishes,
Marlene, Les and all your 
Shildon and Esh Winning 

families xxx

Karen Simpson
6th September

Loved & remembered 
every single day

She would have been so 
proud to welcome her first 

beautiful granddaughter 
into the world (Born 5th 

July), Rowan.

Forever in our thoughts,
Mam, Dad & all the family

In loving memory
of my husband, 

Paul Nicholson 
Died 12 September 2015

You are always in our 
hearts & thoughts

Miss you very much

Your loving wife, Doris
& Craig & Paul xxx

Miss you loads

Paul Nicholson

Lots of love,
Helen & Toddy

Remember our phone calls
xxxx

aboot a leather jacket

Man With A Van
Any distance
Single items
Ring or text

07584 412237

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do you find it difficult to get 
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials
DAB
Sky

Freesat
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

BC Plastering
All aspects of plastering 

undertaken
Re skims - Patching

Artex Cover - Insurance 
Work - Damp Proofing

Call for FREE no 
obligation quote

20 years experience
01740 654073
07533 277480

Bryan200058@hotmail.co.uk

Does your child 
complain they have nothing 

to do? Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.info
or like www.facebook.com/

youngdurham for events, 
news and young people’s 

activities.

facebook.com/
ferryhillandchiltonchapter

In Memoriam

Services

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Brand new double divan
With quilted damask mattress. 

Can arrange delivery. £120
Tel: 07789 113343

For Sale
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THE WORX
HAIR - BEAUTY - TANNING

5 Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe. (01325) 308860
9 Main Street, Ferryhill. (01740) 652006

BRAZILIAN WAXING
BASIC BIKINI £16

BRAZILIAN (Runway) £26
HOLLYWOOD (All Off) £36

NEW GELISH SUMMER COLLECTION NOW IN STOCK
Massive range of colours to choose from
GELISH FINGERS & GELISH TOES £28

NAIL EXTENSIONS & EYELASH EXTENSIONS. .  .  . £34
SPRAY TAN & EYELASH EXTENSIONS. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £20
SPRAY TAN & NAIL EXTENSIONS . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £29
SPRAY TAN & GELISH . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £20
HD Ilah BROWS TO GO. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £8

WAXING
HALF LEG, BIKINI & UNDERARM. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £28
FULL LEG, BIKINI & UNDERARM . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £33

EYEPACK
EYEBROW WAX, EYEBROW TINT & EYELASH TINT . .  . £18

St Luke’s Friday Lunch Menus

October 7th
Pork Steak with mushroom sauce

Tapioca

September 9th
Minced beef pie

Cheesecake
September 16th

Gammon & pineapple
Trifle

September 23rd
Lemon sole

Apple crumble
September 30th

Lasagne with garlic bread
Fruit flan

October 14th
Meatballs
Eton Mess

October 21st
Shepherd’s Pie

Gateaux

Between Monday 29th 
August and Tuesday 30th 
August, unknown persons 
caused damage to vehicles 
in the Church Lane area of 
Ferryhill. 
Enquiries are ongoing 

to trace the offenders, 
however, if any person 
has information about this 
crime, contact Ferryhill 
Neighbourhood Police 
Team 101 (ext. 74 4721) or 
Crimestoppers 0800 555111.

Damage  to  vehicles  
in  Church  Lane

Garden Cutz
•	 LAWN CUTTING.
•	 LAWN CARE.
•	 TURFING.
•	 TIDY UP’S & CLEARANCE.
•	 HEDGE & TREE WORK.
•	 LANDSCAPING

Free no obligation quotation 
or advice please call

01388 812886 or 07967 431821

Olympic bronze medallist, Amy Tinkler, saluted the crowd in Bishop Auckland’s Market 
Place as the public welcome her home from Rio. 	 Photo: Durham County Council

Amy  Tinkler  welcomed  home 
with  open  top  bus  parade

County Durham’s bronze 
medal-winning Olympian 
Amy Tinkler was offi-
cially welcomed home on 
Saturday 3rd September 
with an open-top bus 
parade.
The 16-year-old was joined 
by friends and family on a 
journey from her home in 
Bishop Auckland, through 
the town centre and across 
to Spennymoor, where a 
red-carpet celebration 
party awaited.
Durham County Coun-
cil’s cabinet member 
for leisure, libraries and 
lifelong learning, Maria 
Plews, said: “It was a great 
pleasure and an honour 
to welcome Amy back 
to Spennymoor Leisure 
Centre, which has been 
her sporting home since 
she was two years old.
“The council is proud to 
support South Durham 
Gymnastics Club and we 
hope that Amy’s success 
will not only be the 
memory of a lifetime for 
this talented teenager, 
but provide the inspiration 
for a generation of young 
people to take up a sport 
or strive to reach their own 
personal goals, whatever 
they may be.”
Along the route of the 
parade Amy stopped off 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall and Spennymoor Town 
Show.
Mayor of Bishop Auckland 
Town Council, Cllr Ann 
Golightly, who welcomed 
the gymnast to the balcony 
of the Town Hall, said: 
“We are so proud of Amy 
and we wanted to offer 
as many local people a 

chance to show her how 
much they loved watching 
a young girl from their 
home town succeed in the 
Olympics. 
“We encouraged members 
of the public to come along 
and take photos of this 
special moment from the 
Market Place.”
Bishop FM was also at the 
Market Place – which was 
be temporarily closed to 
traffic - to provide en-
tertainment and a count-
down to the arrival of the 
Olympic medallist, which 
was set to be at around 
midday.
From Bishop Auckland, the 
open topped bus passed 
through Byers Green, Mid-
dlestone Moor, Kirk Mer-
rington, stopped off at 
Spennymoor Town Show 
and then headed across 
to Spennymoor Leisure 
Centre, via Tudhoe Green.
At the time, Cllr Ian 
Geldard, the leader of 
Spennymoor Town Council, 
said: “Winning an Olympic 
medal is such a huge 
achievement, even more 
so for someone as young 
as Amy. 
“There has been a real 
buzz from the people of 
Spennymoor, knowing that 
she trained right here on 
their doorsteps. 
“She is an inspiration and 
an example to the young 
people from this area that 
if you work hard you can 
achieve your dreams. 
“It will be an honour and 
a privilege to welcome 
Amy in Spennymoor on 
her open-top bus tour this 
weekend.”
Spennymoor Town Council 

encouraged local people 
to deck their homes and 
businesses in red, white 
and blue, and line the 
streets to wave to Amy as 
she passed on her Olympic 
homecoming ride.
Once back at the leisure 
centre - which is home 
to South Durham Gym-
nastics, where much of 
her Olympic training took 
place - Durham County 
Council arranged for a red-
carpet welcome.  
Amy had the opportunity 
to increased her medal 
haul by being awarded the 
highest honour in County 
Durham. 
The 16-year-old Rio 2016 
star, and coaches Nicola 
Preston and Rachael 
Wright, were given Chair-
man’s Medals by Durham 
County Council at a civic 
reception following the 
open top bus parade 
through Bishop Auckland 
and Spennymoor.
For more information about 
the Chairman’s Medal and 
this year’s other recipients 
visit www.durham.gov.uk/
chairmansmedal.
Full details of Amy’s home-
coming tour can be found 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
amytinkler.
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PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your roofing 
needs

Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

The Woodlands pupil 
referral unit in Ferryhill 
has been investigated by 
Durham County Council 
after footage was leaked 
showing a teacher exhibit-
ing threatening behaviour 
towards a pupil.
Footage, filmed by a 
fourteen-year-old student 
at the unit in April 2016, 
depicted a teacher 
swearing at the pupil as 
well as a staff member 
seemingly boasting about 
the best way to sell drugs. 
The footage has sparked 
concerns over safeguard-
ing, with a child psychia-
trist from the North East 
summarising the contents 
of the film as “inappropri-
ate behaviour from staff”.
However, after reviewing 
the footage, Durham Police 
concluded that there was 
no criminal activity or 
breaches of safeguarding. 
Staff conduct at the 
council-run referral unit, 
which is for  children who 
have been excluded or 
are at risk of permanent 
exclusion from school, 
has raised concerns in the 
past.
It was known then as 
Broom Cottages Pupil 
Referral Unit and thirteen 
staff  members faced sus-
pension after allegations 
surfaced around the use 
of force towards pupils. A 
council-led investigation 
was held but nobody was 
prosecuted.
After the footage was 
viewed, Caroline O’Neill, 
Head of Education at 
Durham County Council 
had this to say: “We have 
extremely high standards 
and are clear with all staff 
on what is expected. We 
operate rigorous training 
programmes and robust 
guidance. 

“The environment many 
staff work in can be ex-
tremely challenging and 
they can be put under 
great pressure but our 
expectation is that profes-
sional standards are main-
tained at all times. 
“If any staff fall below 
these standards there 
is a proper process to 
follow and where neces-
sary action is taken, as 
has been the case in this 
instance.  
“The police have con-
firmed there is no case to 
answer and while we can’t 
comment in detail on indi-
viduals, the public can be 
assured that after viewing 
the footage a number of 
actions were taken to re-
enforce the high standards 
that are expected of em-
ployees. 
“As a council, we will 
continue to uphold these 
high standards and seek 
the very best for all pupils 
at this school and do our 
upmost to ensure all pupils 
enjoy a safe and enjoyable 
education. We are assured 
by Durham Constabulary 
that no safeguarding 
concerns were raised as a 
result of the tapes and that 
clear appropriate internal 
actions were taken.”
The family of the fourteen-
year old pupil has referred 
their concerns to teaching 
regulators, the National 
College for Teaching and 
Leadership, who will make 
a decision about whether 
any of the staff members 
involved should face a 
hearing for serious miscon-
duct. 
Ofsted is also due to 
publish a report on stand-
ards at the unit in the next 
few weeks after conduct-
ing a routine inspection in 
June.

Teacher  filmed  
threatening  pupil

Ferryhill  charities  could  be  
eligible  for  grants  up  to  £10,000

Charities in Ferryhill that 
qualify for the Henry Smith 
Charity North East Grants 
Fund can apply to secure 
between £3,000 and 
£10,000.
The fund will support 
projects that benefit com-
munities experiencing 
social and/or economic dis-
advantage and those that 
tackle problems in areas of 
high deprivation in North 
East England.
Applicants must be regis-
tered charities with two 
years of accounts, and 
need to have an income 
under £250,000 per annum.

The Henry Smith Charity give grants to organisations and charities throughout the UK 
for initiatives and projects that address social inequality and economic disadvantage.

Charities that are already 
in receipt of a grant from 
Henry Smith Charity and/
or the Henry Smith Charity 
North East Grants Fund are 
not eligible to apply.
Applications for this grant 
can be completed at  the 
Henry Smith Charity 
website.
As well as the completed 
application, Community 
Foundation Tyne & Wear 
and Northumberland 
requires a copy of a bank 

statement, latest annual 
accounts (showing two 
years of income and ex-
penditure), constitution or 
set of rules, Child Protec-
tion Policy or Vulnerable 
Adult Policy (if applicable), 
copies of written estimates 
or catalogue pages if chari-
ties want a grant for equip-
ment or capital items.
For more information 
about the application and 
where to send it to, visit 
henrysmithcharity.org.uk.

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

Independent Brewery Samuel Smith, Tadcaster, North 
Yorkshire LS24 9SB is looking for live-in couples either as 
salaried pub managers (a fidelity bond would be required) 
or live-in paid staff to train up as managers at one of our 

pubs in central London 
and the South or in the North.

We have no music or TVs in our pubs so we depend on 
the hospitality skills of our managers and staff to 

create a welcoming atmosphere. No previous experience 
required.  Full training given. Rent free accommodation 

provided.
To apply please telephone Mr H Smith on 

0777 111 554 or email cmoore@samuelsmiths.biz.

Do you want to pursue a career 
in HOSPITALITY?

SUPPORT FOR 
CARERS

A range of support services are provided for 
carers of all ages through local carer support 

organisations.
Services include advice and emotional or 

practical support.
There’s also a Carers Emergency Support 

Services
If you are 18+, contact Durham County Carers 

Support on 0300 005 1213
If you are under 18, contact Family Action 

“The Bridge” on 0191 383 2520
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Chilton Town Council
August Meetings

*Members of the public are invited to participate in these meetings
**Members of the public may attend these meetings

Tuesday 13th September
At 6.30pm

07901 620631 | 07508 603396 | 07877 986605

Ferryhill & District WMC
7 North Street, Ferryhill Tel: 01740 651347

SATURDAY 17th SEPTEMBER
PRESENTING 

KIDD GALAHAD
WITH SUPPORTING ARTIST 

Tickets on sale £3.00

The road policing cops of 
Cleveland and Durham were 
back on screen on Monday 
5th September with a brand 
new series of ‘Police Inter-
ceptors’.
The show, which is on 
Channel 5 at 8pm on 
Monday nights, follows 
the men and women of 
the Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit 
(CDSOU) as they respond to 
incidents including firearms 
operations, tackle danger-
ous drivers and catch those 
breaking the law. This will 
be the third series based 
in the North East and the 
12-week run also includes 
two hard-hitting special 
editions presented by Ortis 
Deley from The Gadget 
Show.
Camera crews from Raw 
Cut Productions accom-
panied the RPU (road 
policing unit) officers, and 
their colleagues from the 
dog section, over a three-
month period earlier this 
year, to capture the action 
on the roads and estates of 
Durham and Cleveland.
Along with footage from the 

officers’ body-worn videos 
and the cameras routinely 
deployed in every RPU car, 
the programme gives a 
unique insight into the fast-
paced world of response 
policing. The show’s third 
series kickstarted with a 
case in Bishop Auckland 
involving an alleged assault 
and missing crossbow, and 
a suspected drunk-driver 
who took to the rooftops 
in escape. More drama is 
expected in the subse-
quent episodes. Chief Insp 
Graham Milne from the 
CDSOU said: “We know the 
interceptors have many fans 
and they can rest assured 
the action doesn’t let up in 
the new series,” said Chief 
Insp Graham Milne from 
the CDSOU. From a policing 
point of view, we think it 
demonstrates the wide 
range of tasks our officers 
deal with and also the prac-
tical problems they often 
face.” Fans of the show 
can follow the teams on 
Twitter at: @ClevelandRPU, 
@DurhamRPU, @Durham-
PoliceK9, @ClevePol_Dogs, 
#PoliceInterceptors.

The  Police  
Interceptors  are  back!

George  Miller  featured  in  this  
month’s  RBL  magazine

SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of sensory 
loss, including equipment to try, contacts for support 
groups, and help for people who want to return to 
work or start work can be 
arranged by phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/sensorysupportteam

At the end of July 1942, George was posted to the Clyde, to SS Ohio, an ex-American 
tanker and the biggest ship he was ever to serve during the war.	

loose: German and Italian 
planes just kept coming 
at us in waves. The sirens 
would wail; helmets on and 
man the guns, time and 
time again. I know we hit 
at least one German plane 
and maybe another.
On deck it was chaos at 
times. The Ohio kept 
getting hit, with shrapnel 
flying everywhere. Some of 
the merchant crew would 
run on deck and fire rifles 
at the planes; hard words 
were exchanged between 
us. The planes didn’t go 
away at night, especially as 
we approached the Italian 
island of Pantelleria: the 
only good thing was that 
they had night lights to 
shoot at.
We knew there were sub-
marines around too; they 
had haunted us for the last 
two years in the Marine. 
You never saw them, 
just heard the explosion. 
We also knew the Navy 
boys were taking a hell 
of a hammering, and the 
aircraft carrier had gone 
down with the loss of a lot 
of brave boys, but nobody 
told us any detail. As time 
went on, we took more hits 
and slowed right down, 
although we never left 
the decks and just kept on 
firing. Eventually, two Navy 
destroyers came alongside 
and started to throw ropes 
and chains on board.
We didn’t really know what 

was going on but they start 
to tow us to Malta. Some 
guys said we were sinking; 
I was not sure but we 
had been badly hit in the 
middle. 
As we neared Malta, the 
attacks kept coming, but 
we got some support from 
the island’s Spitfires. In 
some ways, it just added 
to the confusion in terms of 
what you were shooting at.
When we eventually got to 
Malta, they kept us outside 
the harbour for about two 
hours, before towing us in 
with tugs. The Ohio had 
taken a terrible beating 
and a lot of the fleet just 
hadn’t made it.
Somehow John and I were 
okay. We left our guns on 
board and they took us 
off to billet in the town. 
The people couldn’t have 
been friendlier; they gave 
us anything they had, 
although we knew they 
were really struggling with 
no food or fuel. I don’t 
really know what happened 
to the rest of the lads, but 
we were there only a few 

days before they took us 
on a merchant ship back to 
England, and eventually to 
barracks in North Shields.
It wasn’t long before we 
were back on deck as 
gunners, mainly around UK 
waters. It was still danger-
ous, but nothing compared 
to Ohio- I think God was on 
my side on that trip! It was 
around a year later that 
I joined the Royal British 
Legion, though I didn’t take 
an active role until 1949, 
when I moved to Durham 
and joined the Ferryhill 
Station Committee. Even-
tually, I became Chairman 
and Branch Secretary, roles 
I still hold to this day, and, 
as always, I’ll be helping 
organise this year’s Poppy 
Appeal.

This article first appeared 
in this month’s British 
Legion magazine. George 
Miller was interviewed 
by GERALD SLACK, Vice 
Chairman of the Ferryhill 
Station Branch of the Royal 
British Legion, who also 
wrote the article.

From page 1
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FREE Legal Surgery
Every Thursday

4-6pm
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

(30 minutes free)
Family and Children - Disputes - Property - Wills  
Powers of Attorney - Commercial - Employment 

Personal Injury - Charities
1 Parker Terrace, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8JY

Please contact the office on 
01740 657444

ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

Inspired by large numbers of unwanted bull breed dogs, Blue Cross’s RespectaBULL 
workshops aim to teach youngsters to be responsible pet owners

Charity  and  Youth  Offending  
Service  talk  status  dogs

Blue Cross and County 
Durham Youth Offending 
Service have teamed up in a 
new initiative to tackle the 
issues surrounding status 
dogs and young people, 
through the pet charity’s 
RespectaBULL workshops.
The workshops are organ-
ised by Blue Cross and the 
Youth Offending Service, a 
multi-agency partnership 
involving Durham County 
Council. 
So far, they have run two 
workshops together, which 
aim to empower young 
people to care for their dog 
and build safer communi-
ties.
Helen Spicer, Blue Cross 
Education Officer, delivers 

the workshops with the 
help of her Irish Wolfhound, 
Bramble. She explained: 
“There are preconceptions 
of both bull breed dogs 
- often associated with 
anti-social behaviour - and 
their owners. Working with 
the Youth Offending Service 
enables us to engage with 
young people, many of 
them dog owners, who 
might be at risk of offend-
ing. It’s great to be able to 
reach this group of young 
people directly and hope-
fully make a difference both 
for them and their pets.”
Inspired by large numbers 
of unwanted bull breed 
dogs like Staffordshire bull 
terriers, Blue Cross’s Re-

spectaBULL workshops aim 
to reach young pet owners 
and potential owners with 
messages about how to 
care for their dogs and be 
responsible owners, to help 
dispel the negative image 
often surrounding them. 
The sessions are aimed at 
11 to 25-year-olds and use 
hard-hitting videos and case 
studies to stimulate discus-
sion and debate on issues 
surrounding dog ownership.
The Blue Cross education 
team reached over 68,000 
children and young people 
last year. One young person 
who attended a session 
commented: ““The talk 
was good and I learned a 
lot about the laws about 
keeping dogs, like they 
have to be chipped and 
what are banned breeds. It 
also made me think about 
what dogs need and how to 
care for them well. I liked 
that there was a dog as part 
of the course’.
To find out more about Blue 
Cross education talks or to 
book your free RespectaB-
ULL workshop, visit https://
www.bluecross.org.uk/
respectabull. 

GLAZELOCK
UPVC Windows & Doors Installation & Repairs

New handles, glass, panels, locks, 
doors, composite doors, hinges, 

porches and conservatories
Tel John on 

077742 41693 / 07983 883176

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

A new art exhibition is 
being held at Greenfield 
Arts and Community Centre 
in Newton Aycliffe, until the 
21st September.
The exhibition is called A 
Fragile Future and includes 

paintings of coal mining, 
industrial, and ecological 
scenes. The art gallery in 
the Community Centre is 
open Monday to Thursday 
(10am-9pm) and Friday 
(10am- 4pm).

A  Fragile  Future  art  
exhibition

The Community Hub 
Leek Club will hold it’s 
2016 Annual Leek, Flower 
and Vegetable show on 
Saturday 10th September  
in the Community Hub 
Cleves Ferry Suite. 
The show will be open to 
the public from 6.30pm to  
10.30pm.
In last year’s show, there 
were over a 140 high 

quality individual exhibits 
and a great night was had 
by all who attended.
Traditional broth will be on 
sale and, in addition, there 
will be a prize raffle and a 
‘guess the weight of a giant 
cabbage’ competition. 
A spokesperson said: 
“Please come along and  
support a long standing  
tradition.”

Annual  Leek, Flower 
and  Vegetable  Show

Find a sports club near you at 
www.countydurhamsport.com

03000 282 012



Friday 9th September 2016Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter Issue 794 Page 7

AUTO-SPEC
Service Centre

AUTO-SPEC
Body Repair Centre

All makes and models serviced and 
repaired, mots, tyres, batteries, 
timing belts/timing chains
From an oil change to an engine rebuild, 
we do just about everything.

New and secondhand parts available.

We carry out repairs to manufacturers’ standards
so DOES NOT invalidate any warranty

We also carry out
warranty work

From a sole vehicle, to a fleet, we 
can cater for all.

Autospec is a family run business, established 19 years 
and we have 27 years experience in the motor trade. 
We build our reputation on trust and quality repairs.

Guaranteed
We have free courtesy cars when available and will collect 
free of charge from your home or workplace

Give us a call now for a free quote.
You won’t be disappointed.

Fully equipped body repair and accident centre.

From a scuff or car park dent, to a complete respray, 
we can accommodate all your requirements

We will come to you and give you a free quotation.

All insurance work undertaken

Free courtesy car while your vehicle is being repaired

We only use quality product for the ultimate results

TerraClean is the only patented de-carbonising treatment of its kind in the world. 
Originally developed by Canadian scientists this technology is now available in the UK for 
both petrol and diesel engines.
The process involves connecting your engine to a TerraClean machine that takes over as 
the fuel supply during the treatment. The engine is then run on the mix of highly refined 
fuel and solvent free cleaning agents that will not harm your engine or fuel system.
The process cleans the build up of tar and varnishes from the fuel injection system, these 
build up over time in any engine and affect the efficiency of injectors and therefore 
engine performance and fuel economy.
TerraClean is unlike any other carbon cleaning treatment or pour in the tank cleaning 
solution.
TerraClean continues to work after the combustion process has begun, when the fuel is 
burnt in the engine the gases produced help to safely remove carbon deposits from the 
combustion chamber and valve areas.
This cleaning process carries on through the exhaust side of the engine helping to keep 

emissions system components, egr systems, turbochargers and catalytic 
converters in good condition. The removal of these deposits from the fuel 
system and engine restores its performance and efficiency.
The proven results we see on customers cars are
Improved performance and throttle response
Smoother power delivery
Lower exhaust emissions
Quieter running and improved fuel economy.

Dont hesitate to contact us on

01740 654400 /07876 732790 

regards, AUTOSPEC

Unit 16, Bowbank House Farm
Kirk Merrington, Spennymoor
County Durham, DL16 7HY

Tel: 01740 65 4400
Mob: 0787 673 2790

“Autospec where quality 
comes as standard”

WHAT IS
TERRACLEAN?
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
          

Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton

P&L Auto’s
9 Parker 
Terrace

Ferryhill 
DL17 8JY

Tel: 07591 204931
All aspects of 

repairs carried out! 
Services, brakes, 

clutches and general 
repairs

NOW
OPEN

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

W. BURDESS 
ELECTRICS

Domestic and 
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered

Telephone
(01740) 238604
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

free local call out

Domestics Direct 
Appliance Repairs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

FERRYHILL 
ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS LTD
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152, or
0788 788 6558

Services
01740 622420

Computer

www.edgoose.co.uk

Virus�Removal

Software�Development

Clubley

Hardware�SupportSoftware &

Wireless�SetupNetworking &

Edgoose-

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums
Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

07549 634 441

SILVERCABS
Local Driver

Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS

Left to Right: Lynne Brown from Freemans Quay Leisure Centre, George Jones from 
Abbey Leisure Centre and Patricia Bell from Chester-le-Street Leisure Centre.

Gym  enthusiasts  rewarded  
with  shopping  spree

Nine gym enthusiasts 
were rewarded for getting 
active thanks to a UEFA 
European Championship 
inspired competition 
which ran across Durham 
County Council leisure 
centres.
Over 500 competitors 
worked up a sweat in gym 
sessions, group exercise 
classes and swimming 
to gain points and relied 
on their football team, 
chosen at random, to 
boost their total. 
Whoever finished top of 
the ‘work out’ league at 
each leisure centre won 
£50 worth of shopping 
vouchers.
Kirk Walker, Physical Ac-
tivities Co-ordinator, said: 
“The workout element 

added an extra level 
of competitiveness and 
meant that even those 
who didn’t pick out a great 
team could still have a 
chance of winning.
“Members told us that the 
competition gave them an 
extra incentive to come in 
and exercise when maybe 
they wouldn’t have, so the 
competition has definitely 
had an impact on visits. 
We hope to introduce 
more member challenges 
so keep an eye out for the 
next one.”
The sport related incen-
tives continue for those 
motivated by Team GB’s 
success in the Olympics as 
people can get active with 
free five visit passes as 
part of the council’s latest 

fitness campaign.
Following the success 
of this offer during the 
Olympic Games, people 
are reminded that passes 
will be available again 
during the Paralympic 
games from Wednesday 
7th September until 
Sunday 18th September.
Those wanting to take 
advantage of this offer can 
attend one of the coun-
cil’s ten leisure centres 
to collect a pass, a free 
Thrive discount card and 
then begin working out for 
free. 
Visit www.durham.gov.
uk/lesiureoffers for more 
information or for a list of 
leisure centres, visit www.
durham.gov.uk/leisure-
centres. 

A sensational second half 
fight back was rewarded 
when Ferryhill Celtic 
clinched a last gasp draw 
against local rivals, Fer-
ryhill Dynamoes in the first 
Durham & District Sunday 
League derby match of the 
season.   
Celtic started the match 
brightly but found them-
selves two goals down 
withing the opening 20 
minutes.
A goal in the 10th minute 
was followed by a penalty 
conversion by Andrew Agar 
on 20 minutes and when 
the Dynamoes scored again 
just five minutes before 
the break to make it 3-0, it 
looked all over for Celtic.
But the half time break 
brought with it a fresh de-
termination and within five 

minutes of the restart, Luke 
Thomson headed home to 
begin the comeback.
It took until the 75th 
minute before Celtic found 
the net again, this time 
through Kevin Hodson and 
it was backs against the 
wall for the Dymanoes.
Celtic piled on the pressure 
but it looked like Dynamoes 
would hold out until, with 
only two minutes left on 
the clock, Dan Mitton 
crashed home a 25 yard 
strike to sqaure the game 
and reward Cetic’s second 
half endeavour with a 
point.
Celtic’s next match is away 
to  Houghton Chilton Lodge 
FC on Sunday 11th Septem-
ber. Fans wishing to travel 
should meet at 9am at the 
Dean and Chapter.

Celtic  fight  back  to  
secure  derby  draw


