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ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L I N E R  S U I T E S

O V E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

“An accessible 
park and ride 
service will be 
in operation for 
visitors which 
will run between 
Bishop Auckland 
College and the 
town centre. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Susan and Hazel (in yellow) with members of their support team and fellow runners outside the Railway Institute. 

MARATHON FUNDRAISER SECURES 
SECOND 24-HOUR DEFIB FOR SHILDON
AN INITIATIVE to secure 
funding for another 
24-hour defibrillator to 
potentially save lives in 
Shildon has drawn to a 
successful conclusion 
thanks to members of 
Shildon Running and Ath-
letic Club. 

The venture was the 
idea of Shildon Railway 

Institute Stewardess, 
Hazel Johnson, who was 
motivated by a couple of 
incidents where custom-
ers suffered heart-related 
incidents.

Whilst it’s true that 
there are other defibrilla-
tors in the town, only one 
of these, situated at the 
Town Council Offices, is 

accessible to the public 
24 hours a day. 

With every second being 
important when trying to 
save a life, Hazel felt pas-
sionately that a second 
defibrillator, closer to the 
New Shildon area of the 
town, could make a dif-
ference by being more 
accessible to households 

nearer to the Railway 
Institute.

Hazel, a keen runner 
and member of the town’s 
running club, set herself 
a sponsored fundraising 
challenge unlike anything 
she’d attempted before, 
which was to run a mara-

WITH JUST days to go 
until Bishop Auckland 
Food Festival, visitors are 
being encouraged to plan 
their journey ahead of the 
weekend. 

The free Durham County 
Council-run event will be 
returning this weekend, 
on Saturday 2nd and Sun-
day 3rd October.

Visitors can look for-
ward to trying tasty 
dishes from over 100 
traders and watch top 
celebrity chefs and bak-
ers such as MasterChef’s 
John Torode and Bake 
Off’s Briony May Williams 
as they cook up a storm 
for audiences. 

With a host of demon-
strations, workshops, 
and entertainment to sat-
isfy people’s taste-buds, 

FOOD FESTIVAL 
GOERS URGED 
TO PLAN TRAVEL 
IN ADVANCE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Passed away after 
a long illness fought with 

courage and determination 
in the loving care of 

Redworth House Care Home.
Friend to many, 

loved by his family.

Robert (Bobby)
Wilson

Friends and family to meet at 
Wear Valley Crematorium  
on the 8th October 2021  

at 3.30pm

See you on the other side ‘Kid’
RIP xxxxx

14/7/37 - 16/9/21
aged 84

Treasured memories of our 
beloved dad, grandad and 

great-grandad

Our lives go on without you, 
nothing is the same, 
We have to hide our 

heartache when someone 
speaks your name,

Those special years will 
never return when we 

were all together, 
But the love we have 

within our hearts 
will stay with us forever.

Reunited with 
our beloved Mam.

Fred Horlock

From
daughters, son-in-law, 

grandchildren and  
great-grandchildren

xxxx

Sept 29th 2006

Three long years have passed 
Tony since we lost you. 

We think about you and 
miss you every single day.

RIP Son. 

Neil Anthony Barker
(Tut)

Love, 
Mam and Dad 

and all your family.
You will never walk alone x

02-10-2018

Wanted

Unrepairable flat screen TVs. 
Any 32” £10; 40” and above 
£20 (unless very old then it’s 
£10). No cracked screens. Call 
Billy: 07958 410658.
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By the time the begin-
ning of the run came 
around it was quite clear 
that the determined stew-
ardess and her friend 
Susan would not have to 
run any segment of the 
challenge alone. 

Other Shildon runners, 
not all of which are run-
ning club members, ral-
lied throughout the 24 
hour period, each joining 
the duo for one or several 
miles. 

These included John 
Gray, Ian Rudge, Emma 
Flynn, Si Butterworth with 
son Sam and dog Ozzie, 
Sarah Freeman, Gareth 
Shaw, Lynne Foster, Julie 
Cane, Donna Dunmar, 
Andi Lowery, Sue Clarke, 
Jenson Stokoe, Ann-
marie Rushton and Debra 
Plews, all of whom lifted 
the spirits of the pair run-
ning the full distance.

Special thanks were 
due for running coach 
Drew Griffiths, who trav-
elled from Seaham and 
completed hourly runs 
till very late despite being 
at work very early the 
next day, and Jean-Pierre 
Hupin, who came to do 
the first mile and decided 
to stay and run the whole 
event, only to be forced to 
retire from running after 
the 1pm run with a shin 
injury.

Hazel’s friends Paul-
ine, Michelle and Kelly 
stayed for the entire dura-
tion of the challenge to 
offer moral support and 
encouragement. 

Hazel was overwhelmed 
by all the support she 
received. “I’ve got to 
say, the way I originally 

planned it was to do it 
all on my own,” she said, 
“but without the support 
I don’t know I’d have man-
aged it. I definitely ‘hit the 
wall’ through the night. 

“The fundraiser in the 
hall was brilliant. So 
many people helped set 
it up, contributed to it and 
worked on the day with a 
fabulous turnout attend-
ing.”

Asked whether she felt 
the marathon challenge 
was tougher or easier 
having broken the dis-
tance up into hourly runs, 
Hazel said, “It was much 
worse than doing a con-
stant marathon, and I 
have done three. 

“It’s difficult telling your 
legs to start again and 
just really getting them 
warmed up before you 
have to stop again and 
wait another 45 minutes 
or so.”

At the end of the event 
over £3,500 was raised, 
with some pledges still 
coming in. 

Hazel was delighted 
with this outcome as 
it means that not only 
can the defibrillator be 
installed, but also main-
tained and serviced by 
the Community Heart-
beat Trust for a signifi-
cant period of time, mak-
ing it a sustainable life 
saving facility. 

It is hoped that the defi-
brillator can be installed 
at Shildon Railway Insti-
tute as soon as possible.

“Even if this defibrillator 
only ever helps to save 
one life,” Hazel added, 
“then doing this will  defi-
nitely have been worth it.”

thon distance by running 
a segment of it every hour 
on the hour over 24 hours. 

Although Hazel origi-
nally intended to com-
plete the challenge on her 
own, she was joined in the 
idea and over the full dis-
tance by fellow Shildon 
running club member, 
Susan Cook, who was a 
patient and motivating 
influence throughout the 
challenge.

In the build up to the 
fundraising day, which 
took place across last 
Saturday and Sunday, 
many hours were con-
tributed by Pauline Ord, 
gathering sponsorship 
pledges and selling raffle 
tickets. 

Pauline, who lives close 
to the Institute, lost her 
partner, Jimmy Dinning, 
suddenly to a heart 
attack earlier in the year 
and felt strongly that 
helping Hazel to achieve 
her goal was something 
of a tribute to the much-
loved Institute regular. 

On the day, numerous 
stalls were staffed by 
volunteer ladies of the 
Shildon Railway Institute 
Women’s group, includ-
ing a bottle stall, cake 
stall and tombola - all 
of which, along with the 
raffle, were only possible 
through the generosity 
of countless people to 
whom Hazel is extremely 
grateful. 

The sheer scale of help 
offered demonstrates the 
widespread support for 
the cause Hazel chose to 
champion.

SECOND 24-HOUR DEFIB FOR SHILDON
Volunteers staffed several stalls which were kept busy throughout the fundraising event.

FROM PAGE 1

SHILDON TOWN Council 
is excited to announce 
that, from Monday 4th 
October, wristbands will 
be available for this year’s 
Spooktacular Night Walk 
& Spooky Disco and you 
can collect yours from 
the Shildon Town Council 
Offices. 

“Wristbands will be 
limited to six per family,” 
said a spokesperson, 
“and must be worn on the 
night to gain entry. 

“The wristband must be 
collected by an adult and  
if you do not have your 
wristband on the night, 
you will be refused entry. 

“Please note that 
proof of address will be 

required as this event is 
open to Shildon residents 
only.

“So, dig out your Hal-
loween fancy dress and 
get ready to join us for a 
frightful night of spooki-
ness!

“You can choose from 
two entry timeslots: 4pm  
or 5pm on Sunday 31st 
October. 

“Adults and children 
over the age of three 
years will require a wrist-
band.”

The wristbands can be 
collected from the Town 
Council offices on Mon-
day to Thursday from 9am 
until 4pm and on Friday 
from 9am until  3.30pm.

WRISTBANDS FOR HALLOWEEN 
WALKS IN HACKWORTH PARK 

THIS WEEK, over 27kg 
of electrical items have 
been collected for recy-
cling from Shildon Town 
Council offices.

A spokesperson for the 
Town Council said: “Did 
you know, for every elec-
trical item you recycle, 
you are helping to reduce 
the need to use raw mate-
rials, which helps save 
energy and precious 
resources? 

“Remember when recy-
cling items with us, you 
can enter a free compe-
tition and be in with a 

chance to win a prize in 
the monthly draw. Prizes  
are donated courtesy of 
AO.com.

“To enter, contact Dur-
ham County Council at  
wasteaware@durham.gov. 
uk or call 07342 085655 
with the name of the item 
you recycled (e.g., kettle) 
quoting collection num-
ber 14.

“You will then be 
entered into the month’s 
free prize draw. 

“Winners will be picked 
at random and notified by 
email.”

ELECTRICAL RECYCLING COLLECTED
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doors of her new prem-
ises and bring her pas-
sion for all things flora 
and fauna back home.

After a busy year of 
weddings, events and 
teaching online, the new 
premises will become  
a permanent Flower 
School, which officially 
opened its doors earlier 
this month in the pres-

ence of Lord Lieutenant 
of County Durham, Sue 
Snowdon.

Workshop sessions are 
on offer in the shape of 
courses to learn, create 
and explore the world of 
floral art using top graded 
flowers and techniques.

Pop along to 4 Main 
Street or find out more on 
Facebook.

AFTER 19 years away 
from her home town, local 
florist, Kathryn Hume has 
returned to Shildon to 
launch her new Forget 
Me Not Flower Designers 
and Flower School in the 
former HSBC bank prem-
ises.

With 27 years experi-
ence in the trade, Kathryn 
is delighted to open the 

FLOWER SCHOOL BANKS NEW PREMISES
Kathryn Hume’s Forget Me Not Flower School has opened its doors in Shildon.

07518 117 486
07825 345 427

General Cleaning,
Shopping services

& Dog Walking

No Job Too Big  
or Too Small

Little Linda & Little Kev

The Cleaners

Family run business

FIFTEEN CHILDCARE stu-
dents from Bishop Auck-
land College are heading 
to northern Italy on a 
study trip, and another 
will spend four months 
in Gibraltar after the col-
lege secured £90,000 
from the Government’s 
new Turing Scheme, 
which has replaced Euro-
pean Union programme 
Erasmus in the UK.

The lucky 15 first year 
students will spend two 
weeks next summer in 
Reggio Emilia, famous 
for its pioneering phil-
osophical approach to 
early years development 
and education.

The ‘Reggio approach’, 
which has now been 
adopted globally, was 
founded by teacher Loris 
Malaguzzi in response 
to the devastation of the 
northern Italian city dur-
ing World War Two. 

Malaguzzi felt that the 
educational system had 
to change and developed 
a child-centred approach 
based on his belief that a 
child has 100 languages 
to express themselves, 
opening the first Reggio 
Emilia preschool in 1963. 

The philosophy encour-
ages children to express 
themselves and their 
knowledge through 
painting, sculpting, dra-
matic play, dancing, 
writing, construction, 
puppetry and many other 

TURING SCHEME STUDENTS TO 
VISIT ITALY AND GIBRALTER

expressive activities.
The visiting students, 

accompanied by two 
lecturers, will take part 
in training in theoreti-
cal perspectives which 
underpin early years edu-
cational provision in the 
UK, and also go on cul-
tural visits.

The fund will pay all 
associated costs includ-
ing travel, accommoda-
tion, food and passports.

The £90,000 alloca-
tion is also funding a 
four month placement 
in the early years sec-
tor in Gibraltar in Spring 
2022 to give a yet to be 
chosen student a unique 
opportunity to live inde-
pendently in a foreign 
country whilst learning 
a foreign language and 
building their confidence.

The British overseas 
territory was selected for 
its English and Spanish 
speaking population and 
multicultural society.

The college was one 
of 110 further education 
establishments across 
England to share in a 
£21.7m pot for further 
education, and the only 
successful FE applicant 
in the North-East. 

Early Years lecturer 
Stacy Stoker, who is 
co-ordinating the visits, 
said: “Being accepted 
in our bid for the Turing 
Scheme could potentially 
be life-changing for our 
learners, offering unique 
experiences which can 
transfer to career-build-
ing opportunities, ena-
bling our learners to be 
recognised as experi-
enced early years practi-
tioners.” 

The college is still 
accepting applications 
for its Childcare and Early 
Years courses starting 
this month. Visit bacoll.
ac.uk for more informa-
tion and to apply.

The scheme takes its name from pioneering scientist,  Alan Turing. 
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Shildon deserves a Secondary School 
I am no longer a parent of school age children but I am a 
grandparent. 
I believe that Shildon deserves a secondary school, there 
are enough people living in Shildon to warrant one. 
We have been let down by years of underperforming 
secondary school provision and instead of tackling the 
problem by putting more resources into the school to 
improve standards they just ship the children out to 
another town. 
We have two out of our three primary schools that are 
classed as outstanding. That means that our children 
must be performing above average and they deserve an 
Outstanding secondary school in the town.

By email.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Academy chooses to sup-
port each year. 

Both sweet and savoury 
items were donated by 
staff, students and their 
parents for the dual-
venue event, which was 
held in the Sixth Form 
Common Room for older 

students and also in the 
Learning Support Unit at 
the school for students in 
Years 7-11. 

This year, the event 
proved to be more pop-
ular than ever and King 
James celebrated its 
best fundraising total yet.

STUDENTS AND staff at 
King James I Academy 
have raised over £400 for 
Macmillan Cancer Sup-
port by taking part in the 
World’s Biggest Coffee 
Morning event 2021. 

This is just one of the 
many charities that the 

KING JAMES STUDENTS RAISE 
FUNDS FOR CANCER CHARITY

From left: Joshua Johnson, Paige Kilmartin, Mia Kilmartin, Linda and Sean Catchpole.

HOWLISH HALL resi-
dential care home near 
Coundon hosted a coffee 
morning with a difference 
recently. 

“We hosted a Macmillan 
coffee morning  with the 
usual fundraising activ-

ities, but with staff also 
raising funds by getting 
their legs waxed,” said a 
spokesperson. 

The staff and family and 
friends purchased cakes 
from the home to join in 
the fund raising.

HOWLISH HALL RAISE FUNDS

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
morning from 9am to 
11am,  St. John’s Church 
will be serving free tea 
and coffee, although a 
donation will be accepted. 

“We would love to see 
you for a chance to meet, 
chat and make new 
friends,” said a spokes-

person, adding: “The 
church would also like to 
say a huge thank you for 
donations, and to every-
one who came and sup-
ported our coffee morn-
ing last Saturday.

“We raised a total of 
£340 for Macmillan Can-
cer Support.”

FREE TEA/COFFEE AT ST JOHN’S

CAR SALES & VEHICLE SERVICES

QUALITY USED CARS
Finance arranged | Comprehensive Warranties

AA Breakdown Cover 
All vehicles sold with fresh Service & MOT

SERVICES FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS
MOT Testing Class 4, 5 & 7

Vehicle Diagnostics | Brakes | Clutches
Timing Belts | Van Hire | Courtesy Cars

Local Collection & Drop-off

We cater for HGV & PSV Operators
Inspections | Tachographs | Break Testing

St Helen Auckland, Bishop Auckland, DL14 9TT 
Tel: 07582 570308

View our vehicles at www.rmhcarsales.com
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GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

ensuring the county’s 
military history can be 
told.

The collection is owned 
by the DLI Trustees and 
managed and cared 
for under a partnership 
arrangement with Dur-
ham County Council.

Colonel Ted Shields 
MBE, Chair of the DLI 
Trustees, said: “The 
DLI Trustees, some of 
whom served in the DLI, 
are delighted with this 
outcome and thank the 
council for all their hard 
work.

“If these proposals go 
forward, the DLI Collec-
tion will continue to be 
curated to the highest 
professional standards 
and will be that much 
more accessible, not 
just to the people of the 
County and the North 
East, but around the 
world too through the var-
ious digital programmes.

“As the Colonel of the 
Regiment said back in 
1960, ‘It is the people of 
County Durham who have 
made the story of The 
Durham Light Infantry.’ 

“How right he was and 
how appropriate it would 
be for the DLI Collection 
to be part of the excit-

ing new Durham History 
Centre as well as an addi-
tional facility within the 
former museum build-
ing.”

The agreement to carry 
out further development 
work follows a review, 
requested by Cabinet in 
June 2021, into whether 
the former DLI museum 
could be brought back 
into use to house the DLI 
collection in its entirety 
as well as possible 
options for repurposing 
the building.

In considering a poten-
tial use for the building, 
the review did find that 
there was clear scope to 
bring it back into use as 
a more flexible exhibition 
and gallery space.

The provision of a new 
culture and visitor would 
also fill an identified gap 
in the city’s visitor econ-
omy and contribute to 
plans to place culture at 
the heart of the county’s 
activities over the next 
coming years, as evi-
denced in the bid for City 
of Culture status in 2025.

It is anticipated that the 
findings of the further 
development work will be 
presented to councillors 
in early 2022.

THE TRUSTEES of the 
DLI collection have 
welcomed moves that 
could see exhibits and 
artefacts displayed at a 
repurposed DLI Museum.

Durham County Coun-
cil’s Cabinet have this 
week approved further 
development work to be 
carried out into proposals 
to bring the former Dur-
ham Light Infantry (DLI) 
Museum back into use as 
a gallery and exhibition 
space with a café.

The plans would include 
significant dedicated 
space for the display of 
items from the DLI Collec-
tion and Archive, as well 
as the creation of a peace 
and contemplation gar-
den in the grounds of the 
building and space for 
the display of visual art 
and items from the coun-
cil’s other collections.

The proposed new facil-
ity would be in addition 
to the new History Cen-
tre, meaning there would 
be two new sites in the 
county for the display 
of DLI items, increasing 
access for the public to 
view the collection and 

TRUSTEES APPROVE PLAN FOR 
DLI MUSEUM AND COLLECTION

A report to Cabinet this week proposed to bring the DLI Museum back into use.

PREPARATIONS FOR 
keeping roads in County 
Durham moving this win-
ter are well underway. 

Durham County Council 
is making sure its fleet 
of gritters and winter 
maintenance vehicles are 
ready to go when needed. 

The council’s winter 
maintenance team is 
making sure that salt 
barns across the county 
are stocked with 42,000 
tonnes of salt ready to 
tackle any ice and snow 
and replenishing more 
than 2,300 salt bins 
located in key areas across 
the county to assist resi-
dents and businesses. 

During the winter sea-
son 1,700km of County 
Durham’s priority one 
roads will be treated, cov-
ering almost half of the 
county’s road network. 

More minor routes, or 
more than 380km of pri-
ority two roads, will also 
be treated in times of pro-
longed severe weather 
when resources are avail-
able. 

Cllr John Shuttleworth, 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for rural 
communities and high-
ways, said: “While we are 
still enjoying the milder 
weather as we head into 
autumn, we need to be 

GRITTERS READY FOR WINTER
Preparations are in place for the county’s winter roads.

prepared for the first 
frost and any potential 
for snowfall during the 
winter period.

“All of the vehicles have 
to be well maintained and 
serviced as the condi-
tions can be challenging 
for our drivers and they 
need to be able to rely on 
these vehicles.”

Each of the county’s 40 
power gritters are fitted 
with 360-degree cam-
eras and trackers to help 
improve safety and pro-
vide up to date informa-
tion on the latest weather 
conditions.  

To see a list of priority 
gritting routes, find out 
which roads are affected 
by adverse weather, or to 
track the council’s gritters 
as they are out and about 
and see the roadside 
weather cameras, visit  
w w w.durham.gov.uk / 
winterinfo.

Residents can also find 
their nearest salt bin, or 
request that one is refilled, 
by visiting durham. 
gov.uk/saltbins or calling 
03000 260000.

Residents can follow  
@DurhamCouncil on 
Twitter and Facebook 
and check the hashtag 
#TwitterGritterNE for the 
latest information on the 
roads.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Self Employed?
I can complete your...

Financial Accounts
Tax Return
VAT Return
Payroll

Contact Sarah Riley 
on 07922 692989 or email 

sarah@rileyaccountancy.co.uk 
For pricing and packages, check 

www.rileyaccountancy.co.uk



7

Friday 1st October 2021 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

the festival is expected 
to attract thousands of 
people across the week-
end, so organisers are 
encouraging visitors to 
think about their travel 
arrangements. 

An accessible park 
and ride service will be 
in operation for visitors 
which will run between 
Bishop Auckland College 
(DL14 6JZ) and the town 
centre. 

Buses will depart from 
the college from 9.30am 
on Saturday and Sunday, 
and the last return bus 
will depart from New-
gate Street at 5.30pm on 
Saturday and 4.30pm on 
Sunday.

Return tickets cost £2 
for adults, 50 pence for 
children aged five to 15 
years old and are free for 
those under five. 

Town centre car parks 
will be open, but they 
may be busy and drivers 
should be aware of diver-
sions due to road clo-
sures for the event. 

Visitors are encouraged 
to maintain social dis-
tancing where possible 

FOOD FESTIVAL GOERS 
URGED TO PLAN TRAVEL

and wear a face mask. 
Lateral flow tests are also 
recommended before 
attending. 

Cllr Katie Eliot, Mayor 
of Bishop Auckland, said: 
“We are very excited that 
Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival returns to our 
town this week. 

“We want people to 
maximise their visit to 
the festival and our won-
derful town, so we do 
encourage festival-goers 
to ensure that they plan 
before they arrive, as 
there are lots of parking 
and transport options 
available to get you here 
safely.”

BBC MasterChef star 
John Torode will take to 
the stage on Saturday, 
along with Yorkshire-born 
chef, writer, and pre-
senter, Joe Hurd and 
EpiVegan, Brett Cobley.

And reigning Mas-
terChef champion, Tom 
Rhodes, Great British 
Bake Off star, Briony May 
Williams and world-class 
chocolatier, Paul A Young 
will be serving up inspira-
tion on Sunday.

Keep up to date at bishop 
aucklandfoodfestival.co.uk.

Pass + 
Driving School
30 years experience
High Pass RAte

** Special Offer **
4 lessons only £40

Call Ian on

07989 802481

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

Forum and are interested 
in going along to explore 
and share creativity, 
contact sharron.bates@ 
hotmail.co.uk.

“The group is the perfect 
place to escape for a few 
hours and meet up with 
like-minded people,” said 
Sharron. “We welcome all 
types of creativity and all 
skill levels. 

“The group is relaxed 
and inspiring and there’s 
always biscuits!” she 
added. “It is a lovely 
space to chat, be creative 
and share ideas.”

The success of the 
group has recently 
encouraged a new forum 

at No. 42 in Bishop Auck-
land which takes place 
each Monday and will see 
more creativity flourish 
throughout the region.  

Contact jilly.johnston@
aucklandproject.org to 
find out more.

Laura Towns, Arts and 
Communication Co-ordi-
nator at Greenfield Arts 
said: “We are delighted to 
host such a creative col-
laboration and are excited 
to see the artwork coming 
together for the exhibition 
in November.  

“Emerging will run from 
Thursday 4th November 
until Wednesday 15th 
December.  

GREENFIELD ARTS has 
welcomed back its Crea-
tive Forum for the autumn 
season for their weekly 
sessions in Studio 2.

The group is a self-led 
creative group, working 
together to support and 
develop arts practice and 
are supported by Mixed 
Media Artist, Sharron 
Bates.

Sharron and the group 
have been involved in 
exhibitions, craft fairs 
and a series of workshops 
and activities at Green-
field Arts and their love of 
creativity is infectious.  

They are now busy pre-
paring for an exhibition 
later in the year which 
will showcase beautiful 
pieces of work including 
batik, monoprint, collage 
and textile art.

The exhibition, Emerg-
ing, showcases their cre-
ativity during lockdown 
isolation and beyond, as 
they emerge once more 
as a creative group who 
relish working alongside 
each other and learning 
from fellow creatives. 

The group is happy to 
welcome new members.  

If you would like to know 
more about the Creative 

CREATIVE FORUM RE-EMERGES
Greenfield Arts’ Creative Forum has returned for the first time since the pandemic began.

FROM PAGE 1

Bishop Auckland Food Festival takes place this weekend.

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre  will be 
hosting a Ladies Mental 
Health & Wellbeing Pro-
gramme starting on Mon-
day 11th October from 
6pm until 8pm for six 
weeks 

The programme 
focuses on developing 
resilience, building con-
fidence and providing 
various techniques to 
help manage anxiety and 
depression. 

For more details, con-
tact either Barbara or 
Sally Ann on 01388 
775425.

Meanwhile, thanks to 
funding from the National 
Lottery, the centre will be 
hosting  a weekly social 
and bingo evening start-
ing on Tuesday 5th Octo-
ber 6pm-7:30pm. 

Anyone interested can  
also contact either Bar-
bara or Sally Ann on the 
above number.

NEW AT THE JUBILEE CENTRE



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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edge and expertise to 
come forward and join us. 

“We’re in numerous 
parks already, offering 
games and fun for free 
every Saturday morning 
and there’s no reason we 
can’t do the same here – 
we just need local lead-
ers.”

As well as club captain 
at Shildon AFC, Ben Trot-
ter is a Lecturer in Sport 
at Bishop Auckland Col-
lege. 

“I heard about ParkPlay 
through a member of 
my family,” he said, “and 
saw how it would benefit 
the community in com-
ing together and getting 
active. 

“I was already involved 
in the community as cap-
tain of Shildon Football 
Club, so I can run a Park-
Play event on Saturday 
morning and then play 
football in the afternoon. 

“It fits perfectly into my 
routine, it’s no burden 
and is a great way to earn 
a little more money. 

“I organise our events 
through Facebook, word 
of mouth and through my 

work at the college. 
“I keep things fresh by 

adapting the activities 
and games to the group 
that arrives to take part - 
I have all sorts of people 
arriving on the day so we 
start off with a ‘meet’ to 
get to know one another, 
then work into some light 
movement and then play-
ing various games. 

“People don’t have to 
commit to coming every 
single week, which I 
think helps a lot of peo-
ple because they know 
there’s no pressure and 
the sessions are tailored 
to each group.

“People are there 
because they want to be 
there. Kids come down 
with their grandparents 
for example and it’s 
rewarding to see the mix 
of people - I’ve never seen 
that anywhere else. If 
you’re 8 or 78 you can get 
involved!”

“The help I receive from 
ParkPlay’s central team 
and local kids allows me 
to get these sessions on 
and get people meeting, 
moving and playing, and 
of course helps the kids 
get some experience 
on their CV and help the 
local community, so I’m 
really grateful for that 
help”. 

If you are interested in 
becoming a PlayLeader in 
a park in your area, go to 
park-play.com/be-a-play-
leader/ for more details 
and to apply or email 
hello@park-play.org.

PARKPLAY, THE new 
Sport England-backed 
charity, is continuing to 
add more parks across 
County Durham to its 
portfolio after success-
fully lanching in Shildon’s 
Hackworth Park earlier 
this year. 

The role of PlayLeader 
comes with an annual 
salary of £5,000 which 
covers leading Saturday 
morning sessions and 
recruiting people from 
the local community to 
take part.

ParkPlay CEO, Rick Jen-
ner says, “It’s never been 
more important to lead 
an active life and more 
and more people under-
stand the wide benefits it 
can bring. 

“But a great many peo-
ple, however, aren’t inter-
ested in traditional clubs 
and teams, are turned off 
by organised sports and 
don’t want to join a gym, 
but do enjoy playing and 
having fun with friends 
and family – that’s where 
we come in.

“We offer weekly ses-
sions in local parks, run 
by local people for local 
communities. Each ses-
sion is completely free 
and includes a whole 
host of different games 
and activities, some 
structured and some a bit 
more freestyle.

“We’d love to get up and 
running in more parks 
across County Durham, 
but we need more local 
people with local knowl-

PARKPLAY HIRING PLAY LEADERS
Children and adults enjoying a Saturday morning Parkplay session.

SHILDON AFC took out 
their disappointment at 
losing to bottom club, 
Bridlington by thumping 
Sheffield FC 5-1 at Dean 
Street in the Northern 
League Premier East Divi-
sion on Saturday. 

A Billy Greulich-Smith 
hat-trick saw the fan’s 
favourite return to 
goalscoring form while 
Joe Posthill and Alex 
White also added their 
names to the scoresheet. 

Greulich-Smith opened 
the scoring halfway 
through the first half and 
Posthill double the lead 
five minutes later.

Greulich-Smith then 
hit the woodwork before 
White notched a third for 
the Railwaymen on the 
stroke of half time. 

Four minutes into the 
second half, the veteran 
striker added his second 
and Shildon’s fourth to 
put the game beyond any 
doubt, ensuring Shef-

GREULICH-SMITH HAT-TRICK 
AS SHILDON THUMP SHEFFIELD

Billy Greulich-Smith is congratulated after opening the 
scoring against Sheffield at the weekend. Photo: Tom Clegg.

field’s goal five minutes 
later was no more than 
a consolation to take on 
their long journey south. 

With ten minutes 
remaining, Shildon were 
awarded a penalty and 
the ghosts of last week’s 
crucial miss from the 
spot were laid to bed as 
Greulich-Smith ensured 
the match ball would be 
his to take home. 

The win took Shildon 
briefly back into the top 
three before Ossett Unit-
ed’s midweek draw saw 
the Railwaymen slip back 
to fourth. 

Next up for Shildon is 
a trip to in-form Stocks-
bridge Park Steels this 
Saturday who, after a 
slow start to the cam-
paign, have won their last 
five league games in a 
row. 

AT THE latest draw for 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club’s weekly lottery, the 
six numbers drawn were 
4, 6, 9, 11, 13 and 14. 

There was no winner 
of the jackpot and Steve 
Wood won the £25 con-
solation. 

Next week, players 
must choose six num-
bers from 14 to win the 
increased £700 jackpot.

LOTTERY LATEST

Shildon AFC’s Ben Trotter is 
a Parkplay leader in Shildon.

24-7 Locksmith Services

Your Local Locksmith
24/7 Emergency Call Out

No Call Out Fee
Free Security Survey
Call Callum on

07495 281247


