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SHILDON TOWN Council 
has announced the win-
ners of their inaugural 
Shildon Blooming Best 
Garden Competition Win-
ner 2021. 

“As you might imagine 
we have had a great 
variety of entrants from 
across all the catego-
ries,” said a spokesper-
son, “from small and 

perfectly formed to larger 
more formal gardens.

“It has been lovely to 
see the care and atten-
tion all our green-fingered 
residents lavish on their 
beloved green havens. 

“Judging was not an 
easy job with so many 
beautiful entries, from 
big and bold, bright, and 
colourful to small and 

sedate, we have seen 
them all, so thank you to 
everyone who took the 
time to enter the compe-
tition this year.

“Congratulations to 
all the winners, for your 
inspiring entries, the 
ongoing care, attention 
and endless love shown 
to your green spaces and 
shared with us.

“Shildon Town Council 
would also like to thank 
Cllr Dave Reynolds for his 
wonderful idea to hold the 
Shildon Blooming Best 
Garden Competition, at a 
time when we all needed 
something other than 
Covid-19 to focus on. 

“David has person-

BLOOMING BEST GARDENS IN SHILDON
Overall winner and winner of the Best Front Garden was Ken Holdsworth.

GREENFIELD COMMUNITY  
College Executive Head  
Teacher, David Priestley, 
responding to last week’s 
headline story in the Crier, 
has denied his sched-
uled meeting with Bishop 
Auckland MP, Dehenna 
Davison, was to be used 
to lobby for the closure 
of Shildon’s Sunnydale 
campus. 

Last week we exclu-
sively revealed that Mr 
Priestley had told staff 
at the school that “it is 
no longer viable for us to 
work across two sites”, 
and said that he would 
be passing on the same 
message to Ms Davison 
during her scheduled 
visit last Friday. 

That visit did not go 
ahead due to Ms Davison 
feeling unwell.

However, in light of 
the angry response Mr 
Priestley’s revelation pro-
voked among parents and  
local representatives, the 
Crier understands that 
a private meeting was 
arranged at Mr Priestley’s 
suggestion for Wednes-
day evening,  (as the Crier 
went to press) to provide 
additional information to 
local councillors.

Responding to ques-
tions addressed to Mr 
Priestley prior to last 
week’s report, the Exec-

HEAD DENIES 
MP LOBBYING 
EFFORT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
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positive stories. Call us 
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In Memoriam

Birthdays

Birthday Memories

If you would like to place a message to your loved ones in The Crier, you can 
contact us by email, private message on Facebook or by phone. We will reply 
and let you know the price for your message and you can pay by debit or credit 
card over the phone. Deadline for next issue: Tuesday 28th September. 
 
Call: 07909 992731 or email: crier@swd.news
When leaving a message, please be sure to provide a 
contact number so that we can get back in touch with you. 
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20 years today you left us
May the sparkling stars 

remind us, of the brightest 
memories made, with the 
times we spent together,

These will never fade.

Walter Marshall

June, Lynda, Gillian, 
Magdy and Alan

Sleep tight Grandad,
Love Daniel

Sept 27th 2001

Fifteen years have passed 
since you left us 

But you are still missed 
every day.

John Bainbridge

Love,
Pauline and Robert xx

 22nd Sept 2006

As I opened my eyes this 
morning, I looked to the 

heavens above,
I whispered, Happy Birthday

And sent you all our love.

Christopher Hay

Mam, Donna, Wayne xxx

25.09.83

May the winds of heaven 
blow softly and whisper in 

your ear, how much we love 
and miss you, and wish that 

you were here.
Happy birthday Michelle.

Michelle Coulson

All our love,
 Dad, Pamela,

Peter & Anne xxx

28th September

Bunches of freesias
sent to Heaven,

time passes by, love and 
memories stay to treasure 

and cherish every day

Darryl Stobbs

Love you to the moon and 
the stars and back, Hazel

Left this world, 34 years ago

Happy 21st birthday

Abbie Nicole Fieldson

lots of love
Mam & Dad  xxx

27th September

utive Head told the Crier 
that “Ms Davison is one 
of our two MP’s as our 
school sits across two 
constituencies. 

“Both MP’s are visiting 
this term. This is the first 
opportunity (given Covid) 
for them to do so since 
being elected.

“I am not lobbying. I 
am allowing our MP’s to 
be informed about the 
schools serving their 
constituents.”

Asked if he was able to 
expand on his comments 
so that the Shildon com-
munity could be better 
informed, Mr Priestley 
said: ”I am happy to share 
information of my conver-
sation [with Ms Davison 
MP] after it has taken 
place but not before.”

However, hinting at his 
reasoning, Mr Priestley 
said: “I am not sure you 
are aware that we only 
have a small cohort of 
students from Shildon 
and so the school is too 
small to operate across 
two sites.

“Currently our site at 
Shildon is not safe to 
use.”

Mr Priestley confirmed 
that he was aware an 
options appraisal was 
underway at Durham 
County Council, but 
denied having any input 
to the discussions. 

“I am aware that there 
has been a range of 
investigations since we 
evacuated the site at Shil-
don,” he said. “I am aware 

that the new County 
Council are reviewing 
everything. I am not party 
to the details. I have had 
no discussions with the 
appraisal team.”

Mr Priestley also con-
firmed that he has not 
spoken to Cllr Ted Hen-
derson, Durham County 
Council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for children and 
young people’s services 
since his appointment 
after the local elections 
in May. 

“I have yet to meet Ted 
Henderson,” he said, add-
ing, “I have had no discus-
sions with him.”

The Crier understands 
that Wednesday’s meet-
ing was urgently arranged 
by town councillors to 
discuss issues to be pre-
sented to a meeting with 
Durham County Council’s 
Director of Education on 
5th October and that it 
was by Mr Priestley’s own 
suggestion that he was 
invited along to contrib-
ute to the discussion.

HEAD DENIES LOBBYING EFFORT
FROM PAGE 1

David Priestley is Executive 
Head Teacher at Greenfield 
Community College.

Wanted

Household Furniture bought.  
Traditional or modern. Tel 
Ryan on 07860 560295.

Unrepairable flat screen TVs. 
Any 32” £10; 40” and above 
£20 (unless very old then it’s 
£10). No cracked screens. Call 
Billy: 07958 410658.
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beautiful, wildlife friendly 
front garden, which has 
several areas, all beau-
tifully maintained, inter-
esting plants and shrubs,  
a good use of hard land-
scaping, all coming 
together to create a con-
templative space, where 
you could imagine, sit-

ting down with a cuppa, 
watching the bees and 
insects buzzing around 
whilst surround by the 
beautiful planting. 

“A credit to your horti-
cultural skills. 

“Well done to everyone 
and keep on growing and 
gardening.”

ally sponsored the final 
award of the competi-
tion,  the Overall Bloom-
ing Best Shildon Garden 
winner,  and this year the 
bragging rights will go 
to Mr Ken Holdsworth 
for sharing with us his 

BLOOMING BEST SHILDON GARDENS

THE CRIER was there on 
election night when Joy 
Allen was voted the new 
County Durham and Dar-
lington Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

On the day, we spoke to 
Ms Allen and asked her 
about her vision for the 
role. 

She promised then that 
as part of her commitment 
to be open, transparent 
and accountable, that 
she would write a regular 
monthly column in each of 
South West Durham News 
CIC’s publications. 

Today we are delighted 
to publish the first of those 
columns and look forward 
to Ms Allen’s continuing 
commitment to publish 
these regular updates 
throughout her tenure. 

And with that, it’s over to 
the PCC... 

WELCOME TO the first of 
my monthly columns for 
the Shildon & District Town 
Crier since becoming your 
County Durham and Dar-
lington Police and Crime 
Commissioner in May.

During my first four 
months in post I have 
been consulting with res-
idents across the region 
on a new Police and 
Crime Plan that I will be 
releasing shortly. 

Thank you to everyone 
who did take the time 
to complete my survey 
as feedback from resi-
dents, the Constabulary 
and local partners will be 
used to develop a plan to 
present at the next Police 
and Crime Panel.

As part of my commit-
ment to tackling anti-so-
cial behaviour and to 
ensure the voice of vic-

YOUR PCC MONTHLY UPDATE
Police and Crime Commissioner, Joy Allen.

tims is at the centre of 
everything we do, I have 
been recruiting for a new 
Anti-Social Behaviour 
and a Victims’ Champion 
who will be in post in the 
coming months.

I have been keen to 
address current account-
ability by being more 
open and transparent in 
the delivery of my duties 
and decision making. 

As part of this, last 
month we held our first 
public accountability 
meeting, and will con-
tinue to do so where I will 
hold the Chief Constable 
and the Force to account 
for policing in the area.  

This was recorded and 
is available to view online 
with future meetings to 
be live streamed.

I have been engaging 
with residents across 
the county including at 
summer shows such as 
the recent Wolsingham 
Show. 

It was a fantastic day 
speaking to attendees 
and partners about polic-
ing issues and I look for-
ward to attending more of 
these events next year.

My vision is to ensure 
local communities are 
safer, stronger and more 
resilient to crime and 
anti-social behaviour. 

I have spent time meet-
ing with residents and 
key partners across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington to hear their con-
cerns and how we can 
work together to make 
communities safer.

If you have any con-
cerns in your local area 
please contact myself 
via our website www. 
durham-pcc.gov.uk.

FROM PAGE 1

Shildon Blooming Best Garden Competition 2021

Best Front Garden – Ken Holdsworth  (£50 prize money plus a GARDENA CleverRoll hose 
trolley set with 25m hose and comfort multisprayer gun and hamper of garden care products.)

Best Back Garden – Dawn & Stephen Jones  (£50 prize money plus a GARDENA CleverRoll 
hose trolley set with 25m hose and comfort multisprayer gun and hamper of garden care products.)

Home Frontage – Barry Lowry  (for properties that open onto the street – £50 prize money 
plus a GARDENA Balcony box, planting mat and gloves set.)

Hidden Garden – David Nelson-Vollans (a space or location not visible from the street – £50 
prize money plus a GARDENA Liano Textile 20m hose and Comfort Multispray gun.)

Allotment or Edible Garden – Stephanie Endersby  (£50 prize money plus a GARDENA 
Liano Textile 20m hose and Comfort Multispray gun.)

Community / Multi User Garden – Chestnut Close Community Garden  (shared or 
residential accommodation or community project – £50 prize money plus a GARDENA CleverRoll 
hose trolley set with 25m hose and comfort multisprayer gun and a hamper of garden products.)

Overall Winner – Ken Holdsworth

Best Frontage Shop – NO ENTRIES

Best Bug Hotel –Lily Butterfield & Liam Stevens  (The category for the younger gardeners 
– a Family Pass for Planet Leisure at Newton Aycliffe plus a GARDENA ClickUp Bird feeder.)
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

room is needed. 
Durham Gateway’s new 

home is the college’s for-
mer Skills and Enterprise 
Centre, an £8.5m facility 
which opened in Spenny-
moor in 2010 and will be 
able to accommodate up 
to 120 students.

As well as classrooms 
for English, maths and 
science lessons, it has 
technology workshops 
for motor vehicle, join-
ery, construction, beauty 
therapy and painting and 
decorating.

Outside it boasts a 
Muga pitch, sensory gar-
den and an area which 
could be transformed into 
an allotment. 

Richard Hinch, Director 
of 14-16 Learning for the 
Bishop Auckland College 
Group, said: “This is an 
exciting time for Durham 
Gateway and its students 
and staff. 

“Our new premises 
and facilities will enable 
us to grow and provide 
unique opportunities for 
our young people, both in 
terms of access to mod-
ern training facilities that 
reflect real working envi-
ronments and to develop 
an even wider and more 
enjoyable curriculum.” 

A core aim for Durham 
Gateway, which employs 
26 staff, is to nurture a 
strong line of sight to a 
meaningful career path-
way through vocational 
learning, apprentice-

ships, higher education 
and employment. 

The approach is enjoy-
ing huge success, with 
young people who are not 
flourishing in mainstream 
secondary education 
thriving in an alternative 
setting offering skills-
based learning. 

In July, Durham Gateway 
teacher Andrew Grant 
was named New North 
East Teacher of the Year 
in the Lord Glenamara 
Memorial Prize awards, 
having been praised for 
his passion for his sub-
jects and dedication to 
his learners. 

Richard added: “The 
building is welcoming and 
students have excellent 
rapport with staff, as they 
are treated with respect 
from day one, having usu-
ally had a bad experience 
of education from their 
previous school. 

“That’s why we have had 
100% retention over the 
last three years, and 98% 
have gone into post-16 
education and employ-
ment.”

A SPECIALIST centre for 
young people who are 
better suited to voca-
tional settings than main-
stream schools has been 
relocated due to high 
demand. 

Durham Gateway has 
outgrown its home for 
three years at Bishop 
Auckland College and 
is now based in its own 
campus in Spennymoor. 

The centre has had 160 
students aged 14 to 16 
through its doors since 
opening in 2018, with 
26 feeder schools from 
across south west and 
central Durham and as 
far afield as Catterick and 
Middlesbrough. 

Designed to feel like a 
school but combining 
academic and voca-
tional learning, Durham 
Gateway offers GCSEs in 
English, maths and sci-
ence alongside training 
in trade areas including 
motor vehicle, construc-
tion, catering, sport, hair-
dressing and beauty ther-
apy. 

All students also par-
ticipate in activities 
to develop social and 
employability skills and 
PE. 

It has proved a winning 
combination, with 100 per 
cent student retention 
and 98 per cent of learn-
ers progressing into post-
16 education or employ-
ment. This has led to 
such high demand more 

GATEWAY OPENS TO A POSITIVE FUTURE
Richard Hinch (front) with staff at Durham Gateway’s new campus.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

WEAR VALLEY Photogra-
phy Club starts the new 
season on Monday 27th 
September at 7.30pm. 

Meetings are held 
in Etherley Methodist 
Church Hall, South Road, 
High Etherley and new 
members and visitors are 
welcome from beginner 
to advanced level. 

“An external judge will 
assess the images entered 
in our annual competition 
and members will select 
six images for the local 
Wear Area club competi-
tion,” said club secretary, 
John Morris. 

For further details 
contact John on 07753 
178682.

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 
BACK BEHIND THE LENS

GREENFIELD ARTS is 
hosting a new exhibition 
by artist, photographer, 
and gallery favourite, 
Elaine Vizor.

Her exhibition With or 
Without is an imaginative 
and innovative exhibition 
that explores techniques 
and approaches ‘with or 
without’ a camera.  

The work demonstrates 
different ways of cap-
turing light and is in two 
contrasting parts.  

The vibrant exhibition 
reflects Elaine’s artistic 
expertise and reflects 
on changes through the 
recent lockdown.    

The exhibition runs 
from now until Wednes-
day 27th October and will 
include a programme of 
activities and creative 
challenges.  

There will be a cyano-
type workshop led by 
the artist, where attend-
ees can create wonder-

GREENFIELD ARTS SHED 
LIGHT ON NEW EXHIBITION

With or Without runs until 27th October.

ful pieces of work and 
explore the skills of 
cyanotype; the first form 
of photography.  

Later in the season 
there will be an oppor-
tunity to capture light in 
darkness in a Night Light 
Photography session and 
learn more from Elaine 
about this innovative and 
vibrant technique.  

Visit the website at 
greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
contact the team to find 
out more and to see the  
full autumn programme 
of exhibitions and work-
shops. You can also sign 
up for the monthly news-
letters.

The Greenfield Gallery 
is open from 10am to 
9pm Monday to Thursday 
and 10am to 4pm each 
Friday.  

You can contact the 
team by emailing info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk or 
by calling 01325 379048.
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TASTY FOOD + DRINK TRADERS + COOKERY WORKSHOPS 
CELEB CHEF COOKERY THEATRE + MEET THE PRODUCERS 

CREATIVE SESSIONS + FAMILY FUN AND MORE 

JOIN US FOR A  
WEEKEND OF

 JOHN TORODE  
TV CHEF 

 JOE HURD  
TV CHEF 

BRETT COBLEY 
EPI VEGAN  
+ AUTHOR 

PAUL A YOUNG  TOM RHODES 
MASTERCHEF  
CHAMPION 

 BRIONY MAY WILLIAMS  
FOOD UNWRAPPED  
+ C4 PRESENTER

CHOCOLATIER,  
AUTHOR + TV CHEF

MIKE BARTLEY  
MASTERCHEF  
CONTESTANT 

CELEB CHEF  
COOKERY THEATRE  
GUESTS

bishfoodfest 

bishopaucklandfoodfestival.co.uk A Durham County Council Event Media partners Supported by

BAFF- The Bishops Press 138mm(h) x 195mm(w).indd   1BAFF- The Bishops Press 138mm(h) x 195mm(w).indd   1 14/09/2021   13:1914/09/2021   13:19

SHILDON’S CHILDREN 
in Distress charity shop 
at 17 Church Street have 
launched this year’s Love 
in a Box Christmas Shoe-
box Appeal. 

“All you need is an 
empty shoebox to fill 
with small gifts,” said 
a spokesperson, “such 
as winter gloves, toilet-
ries, a small cuddly toy, 
colouring book and pen-
cils, sweets, hairbrush, 
soap and flannel, ideally 

wrapped in bright Christ-
mas wrapping paper.

“These special gift 
boxes will, for many, make 
the difference between a 
little joy and warmth or 
simply going hungry over 
the festive season.

“We have some empty 
shoeboxes in the shop if 
you need one. 

“We would like to take 
the opportunity to thank 
everyone who has sup-
ported us over the years.”

CHILDREN IN DISTRESS 
CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEALThe competition, organ-

ised by Durham County 
Council, aims to raise 
awareness and promote 
good practice in the skills 
and techniques of field 
boundary management 
and plays a crucial role 
in attracting new blood to 
the profession. 

It will also provide spec-
tators with the oppor-
tunity to observe the 
traditional craft of hedge-
laying, which is essential 
to the conservation of our 
landscape heritage.

Competitors will be pit-
ting their skills against 
each other to lay approx-
imately seven metres 
of hedge, depending on 
class entered, in five 
hours. They are allowed 
to cut whatever style they 
choose as long as the fin-
ished hedge is at least 3ft 
6in high.

Spectators are encour-
aged to go along to this 
year’s competition, which 
begins at 9am and con-
cludes at 2.30pm with the 
awards ceremony.

CREATIVE COMPETITORS  
are set to battle it out as 
they take part in County 
Durham’s annual hedge-
laying event.

The 22nd Durham 
Hedge Laying Competi-
tion will be held at House-
lope Grange Farm, Tow 
Law, on Friday 8th Octo-
ber. 

It will be the first time in 
two years that the event 
is held after the 2020 
competition was can-
celled due to the corona-
virus pandemic. 

HEDGE LAYERS SET TO DISPLAY SKILLS
Hedgelaying is essential to the conservation of our landscape heritage.

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre  will be 
hosting a Ladies Mental 
Health & Wellbeing Pro-
gramme starting on Mon-
day 11th October from 
6pm until 8pm for six 
weeks 

The programme 
focuses on developing 
resilience, building con-
fidence and providing 
various techniques to 
help manage anxiety and 
depression. 

For more details, con-
tact either Barbara or 
Sally Ann on 01388 
775425.

Meanwhile, thanks to 
funding from the National 
Lottery, the centre will be 
hosting  a weekly social 
and bingo evening start-
ing on Tuesday 5th Octo-
ber 6pm-7:30pm. 

Anyone interested can  
also contact either Bar-
bara or Sally Ann on the 
above number.

NEW ACTIVITIES AT JUBILEE 
FIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE
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YOUNG VOLUNTEERS 
from the Groundworks 
project have organised a 
litter pick in Shildon on 
Monday 27th September 
from 10am until 12 noon, 
starting from the Shildon 
Alive premises in Church 
Street.

“We will be walking 
around the area collect-
ing rubbish that has been 
discarded,” said volun-
teer, Georgia Askew. 

“Come and join other 
members of your com-
munity keeping Shildon 
tidy,” she urged.

GROUNDWORKS LITTER PICK

We need more foster carers 
for children across County Durham

All images shown are for illustration purposes only.

03000 269 400

durham.gov.uk/fostering

Join our fostering team

Could you care 
for Layla?

51772 #FosteringDurham Disability South West Durham News 195x138mm.indd   151772 #FosteringDurham Disability South West Durham News 195x138mm.indd   1 20/09/2021   13:0720/09/2021   13:07

SHILDON METHODIST 
Church is inviting read-
ers along to their charity 
coffee morning in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Sup-
port. on Thursday 30th 
September from 10am to 
11am.

A spokesperson said: 
“There will be tea and cof-
fee, a cake stall and small 

gift stall with all proceeds 
going to the charity.

“At some time in our 
lives we will all be touched 
by either friends, family 
or ourselves receiving  
cancer care, so please 
support us if you can.

“We would love to see 
as many people as pos-
sible.”

METHODIST CHARITY COFFEE

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small

07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Casual Sports and Arts Assistants
Grade 1 (£9.62 per hour) 

Greenfield Community College are seeking to appoint an 
enthusiastic Community Sport & Arts Assistant to work with our 
extended dimension of Greenfield Arts and Greenfield Sports doing 
casual part time work.  The successful candidate will be flexible to 
work some evenings and weekends as and when required, to work 
in a community led environment, to manage enquiries, bookings, 
financial and administrative tasks.
For more information or an application pack please contact Jo Battye, 
HR Co-ordinator on 01325 300378 or email hr@greenfieldschool.net 
All vacancies are available on www.greenfieldschool.net/vacancies 
Only applications submitted on the school’s application forms and 
completed in full by the specified date will be considered.
Greenfield Community College is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and welcomes applications irrespective of sex, race, marital status 
or disability.
The school is committed to safeguarding the welfare of children and 
young people and require all staff to share this commitment. 
All posts are subject to a satisfactory DBS clearance.

Closing Date: Wednesday 29th September, 12 noon
Interviews will be held later that week

All appointments are subject to appropriate pre-employment checks

THE LATEST draw for 
Shildon AFC Supporters 
Club’s weekly lottery took 
place during the club’s 
Quiz Night, held at the 
football ground social 
club on Sunday evening. 

The six numbers drawn 
were 7, 8, 9, 10, 14 and 16. 

There was no winner of 
the jackpot, so all tickets 
were entered into a con-
solation prize draw with 
Jeanne Hanley Greaves 
winning the £25 prize. 

Next week, players will 
have to choose six num-
bers from 15 remaining 
for a chance to win the 
increased jackpot of 
£650. 

To advertise in the Crier and its sister papers
 

01388 775896  |  07909 992731 |  crier@swd.news

SUPPORTERS 
CLUB LOTTERY 
LATEST



7

Friday 24h September 2021 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

King James I Academy
South Church Road, Bishop Auckland

Wednesday 29th September
6.00pm - 8.00pm

Year 6 Open Evening
We’re excited to welcome you back!

01388 603388    www.kingjames1academy.com

Meet our Leadership Team
Talk to teachers and students
Take a tour of our classrooms 
and sports facilities
Learn about our curriculum and 
extra-curricular opportunities
Hear about our plans for the 
year ahead

Find out about school transport
Sample our lunch menu
Take part in a wide range of fun
subject activities
Find out about our Chromebook 
initiative
Enter our Open Evening competition 
to win a prize

SHILDON’S ELM Road 
Club will be the venue 
for a charity fundraising 
evening this Saturday, 
25th September from 
7pm in aid of Bishop 
Auckland’s Butterwick 
Hospice, who provide a 
range of outpatient treat-
ments including physio-
therapy for seriously and 
terminally ill patients of 
any age.

The fundraiser is in 
memory of popular local 
man, Jason Black, the 
son of Alan & Sylvia Ell-
wood, who suffered from 
Multiple Sclerosis for 
20 years before passing 
away in February 2020.

“The hospice provided 
physiotherapy sessions 
once a week for six weeks 
for Jason,” said his par-

BUTTERWICK FUNDRAISER 
IN MEMORY OF JASON

ents, “and we would like 
to try to give something 
back.”

“Travelin’ Band will 
headline the event with 
their sounds of the 60’s 
and 70’s celebrating the 
music of The Who, The 
Beatles, the Searchers, 
Small Faces and Cre-
dence Clearwater Revival 
among others. 

There will also be a 
disco and a grand raffle 
with over 40 prizes, and a 
tombola.

Tickets are £6 and are 
available from Elm Road 
Club, Ruffles Hair Salon 
in New Shildon and from 
9 Westerdale Gardens.

With all costs covered, 
every penny raised is 
guaranteed to be donated 
to the hospice.

ST JOHN’S Church is 
hosting a coffee morning 
this Saturday, September 
25th, from 10am until 12 
noon  in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

“Everyone knows some-

one or has been affected 
by cancer,” said a spokes-
person, “so please come 
along for a cuppa and a 
chat with lots of home 
baking to support this 
worthy cause.”

ST JOHN’S COFFEE MORNING

cer,” explained Gillian. 
“Sponsorship for the 

walk has reached £4,000 
with people stopping us 
on our walks and handing 
over donations. 

“We are hoping to 
increase this amount 
with a sold out charity 
night in October and a 
raffle with over 70 prizes 
donated by friends and 
local businesses. 

“We would like to thank 
each and every person 

who has contributed 
towards our fundraiser 
and it’s not too late to 
donate or purchase raffle 
prizes. 

“In such hard and uncer-
tain times it is amazing 
the generosity of others.”

Donations can con-
tinue to be made through 
the virgin giving page in 
name of Gillian Clarkson.

Contact either Gillian 
or Alan for raffle tickets 
priced at £1 per strip.

GILLIAN AND Alan Clark-
son, who lost five very 
good friends throughout 
the pandemic have com-
pleted their virtual walk 
of 1,732 miles from Shil-
don to Alvor in Portugal, 
their favourite holiday 
destination. 

“We asked each family 
which charity they would 
like us to donate to and 
they nominated Versus 
Arthritis, Butterwick Hos-
pice and Macmillan Can-

FINAL PUSH FOR FRIENDS FUNDRAISER
Alan and Gillian Clarkson have raised over £4,000 with their virtual walk to Portugal. 



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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John has now com-
pleted every single GNR, 
including the “virtual” 
one last year, despite 
suffering from a cardiac 
arrest in 2019. 

First home for Shildon 
with a brilliant time of 
1h 19m, and 147th out of 
over 40,000 starters, was 
Matt Lomax. 

Other SRAC finishers 
on the day included Jon 
Marshall, Sue Cook, Gary 
Bainbridge, Chris Grif-
fiths, Richard Dowson 
and Emma Flynn,

August Bank Holiday 
weekend saw another 
race where SRAC both 
ran and volunteered, at 
the Stanhope 10 mile run. 

The run donated all pro-
ceeds to Quinn’s Retreat, 
a charity close to SRAC’s 
heart, and raised over 
£3,000. 

Many club members 
marshalled the course, 
supporting all the run-
ners but saving their 
loudest cheers for Cath 
and Salv McDonnell who 
now regularly represent 
the club on long distance 
runs.

In a break from running, 
on 4th September, SRAC 
swimmers Helen Race 

and Irene Ross, took 
to Coniston Water and 
swam the entire 5.25 mile 
length. 

After the swim, club 
chairman Helen said that 
the event “was one of the 
hardest things I’ve ever 
done, but it was worth it 
for the feeling of achieve-
ment at the end”.

For anyone interested in 
joining the club, the Shil-
don Running & Athletic 
Club Seniors group meet 
on Monday and Wednes-
day evenings at 6.15pm 
outside of the leisure 
centre. 

The Youth group (school 
years 7 onwards) meet on 
Wednesday nights on the 
running track in the sta-
dium at 6pm. 

The Junior group 
(school years 3 to 6) meet 
on a Wednesday night 
outside the leisure centre 
at 5.50pm.

Find out more at Shildon 
Running & Athletic Club 
on Facebook (search for 
Shildon Running Club on 
Facebook), or you can 
contact the club by email 
at shildonrunningclub@
gmail.com. 

New members for Sen-
ior, Youth and Junior 
groups are welcome and 
you can simply turn up on 
the night for a trial ses-
sion. 

A GROUP of Shildon Run-
ning and Athletics Club 
(SRAC) members joined 
the Yorkshire Three Peaks 
Challenge in support of 
the Yorkshire Ambulance 
Service on Saturday 18th 
September. 

Si Butterworth, Drew 
Griffiths, JP Hupin, Ian 
Rudge and Keith Hat-
ton were sponsored to 
climb three of the highest 
peaks in Yorkshire: Pen-
y-ghent, Whernside and 
Ingleborough in a tough 
24-mile challenge. 

Keith and Si were the 
first two to finish in a time 
of 7 hours and 40 min-
utes. 

Also on that weekend, 
Sue Cook complete the 
Sedgefield Serpentine 
10k in a great time of 
59m, 32s. 

The weekend before, on 
Sunday 12th September, 
saw the annual SRAC 
outing to the Great North 
Run – celebrating its 
40th year. 

Running club members 
not only do the race, but 
also volunteer on the bag-
gage buses.

The club is also very 
proud to have John Gray 
as one of their members.

RUNNING AND ATHLETICS UPDATE
All the runners at the three peaks challenge, including the Shildon runners.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

IN A tale of three pen-
alties, Shildon gifted 
all three points to rock 
bottom, and previously 
pointless, Bridlington 
Town on Saturday. 

The Railwaymen recov-
ered from an early set-
back when Andy Norfolk 
converted from the spot 
in the 28th minute to 
level 12 minutes from 
time, also from the spot,  
through substitute Billy 
Greulich-Smith. 

But the hero turned vil-
lain five minutes later 
when he failed to convert 
a second penalty to take 
the lead. 

Instead it was Bridling-
ton who siezed the oppor-
tunity and snatched all 

SHILDON PAY PENALTY AT 
POINTLESS BRIDLINGTON

Billy Greulich-Smith slots home his first penalty at 
Bridlington. Photo: Tom Clegg

three points at the death  
through a last minute 
Lewis Dennison goal. 

The victory gave bot-
tom side Bridlington their 
first points of the season 
while Shildon missed the 
opportunity to consoli-
date their top three place, 
instead slipping down 
one to fourth in the North-
ern Premier League East 
Table.

Next up, Shildon host 
14th place Sheffield FC 
at Dean Street this Sat-
urday.

The South Yorkshire 
club have lost their last 
two games having picked 
up their only win of the 
season so far against Bri-
dlington in August.


