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FERRYHILL TOWN BAND RECOMMENCE 
REHEARSALS AFTER 14 MONTH BREAK

Cllr Peter Atkinson donated music stands to musical director, Tom Maddison at Ferryhill Town Band’s outdoor rehearsals. 

VINTAGE RALLY 
TO TAKE PLACE 
THIS MONTH
FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil is pleased to announce 
that a Vintage Rally will be 
taking place at the King 
George V Playing Field 
(Broom Rec) during the 
weekend of Saturday 24th 
and Sunday 25th July. 

Organised by the North-
ern Bygones Society, the 
event, which will run from 
11am until 4.30pm both 
days, is free to enter and 
will include a range of 
vintage exhibits and clas-
sic cars, including a 1934 
Morris 10/4, 1982 Austin 
Ambassador, 1976 Austin 
Allegro and a 1975 Austin 
Princess. 

The event will also 
include awning displays 
with pocket watches, trains 
and motorbikes, a range of 
stalls, pet portraits, refresh-
ments, fish and chips and 
an ice cream van.

Organisers would like to 
invite residents and vin-
tage collectors alike to go 
along and enjoy a great day 
out for all the family. For 
more information, contact 
Paul on 01325 498340 or 
07968 367438.

Town Mayor, Cllr David 
Farry said: “Having not 
been able to organise 
events for such a long 
period of time due to the 
pandemic, it is exciting 
to finally be able to com-
mence the council’s pro-
gramme of events for the 
year.”

AFTER A break of 
fourteen months, Fer-
ryhill Town Band are 
delighted to be back to 
their weekly rehearsals. 

The band are cur-
rently meeting for prac-
tice outside  at Thin-
ford Nurseries, where 

they can play together 
whilst remaining safely 
socially distanced. 

The group are cur-
rently rehearsing for 
an hour and a half and 
hope to build this up 
to two hour sessions 
once they are allowed 

to practice in their band 
room.

On Sunday 20th June 
the band had a visit 
from Councillor Peter 
Atkinson, who officially 
handed over some new 
music stands.

The stands were 

bought with a grant 
from Cllr Atkinson’s 
community fund. 

The band officials and 
members would like to 
thank Cllr Atkinson for 
his support over the 
last few years, as the 
band is self supporting.

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388 772671  |  Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L I N E R  S U I T E S

O V E R 2 0 I N S T O C K 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY



2

Classifieds
All about local people ...

For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 9th July 2021

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.

www.swd.news/crier

Published by
South West Durham News 

3-4 First Floor Offices 
Shildon Town Council

Civic Hall Square
Shildon  DL4 1AH

Editorial:
01388 775896

Advertising:
07909 992731

Email: 
chapter@swd.news

Online:
www.swd.news/chapter

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news
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As a general rule we would
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until an order has been 
completed to your
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to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
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Address: .....................................................................................
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In Memoriam

7th July 2005
Loving you is easy

I still love you every day
And I know that you still 

love me
When that white feather 

floats my way

James Arthur Rothwell

My love as always,
Lydia

x

7th July 2005
Every time we think of you

Our hearts still fill with pride
Though we will always miss 

you Dad
We know you’re by our side

James Arthur Rothwell

Dean, Jay & Penny
xxx

Grandad Arthur
7th July 2005

Gentle Jesus up above
Give my Grandad 

a great big hug

James Arthur Rothwell

Love you always,
Tegan

xxx

5.7.18
My heart is lost without you
No words can ever say how 

much I miss you

Betty Ann Morgan

Lots of love,
George

xxx

4th July 2020
The tears fall silently as I sit 

alone
Wishing that you were here 

at home,
Always and forever your 

memory I treasure
Loving you always, 

forgetting you never

Debra Hughes

Missed by all,
Aunty Maureen, Tom 

& family

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Passed Away

June 26th, peacefully at 
home in Chilton, Durham, 

Josie aged 77 years

Dearly loved wife of Fred, 
loving mother of Joe and 
mother-in-law to Meltem 
and devoted Nan to Deniz 

and Derin.

Coutts

Funeral to be held Friday 
9th July. Family flowers 

only. Donations if so 
desired to Marie Curie 

Cancer Care.



3

Friday 9th July 2021 For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

DO YOU know someone 
who has gone that extra 
mile to help their com-
munity? If so, then Fer-
ryhill Town Council want 
to hear from you.

Nominations are 
invited for those unsung 
heroes who contrib-
ute so much towards 
improving their local 
community. 

If you know a resident 
who has performed 
some act of kindness; 
helped in some way to 
benefit others living in 
the town, or carried out 
any action, which has 
achieved success in any 
field, then why not nom-
inate them for a Civic 
Award? 

The Civic Awards are 

the perfect opportunity 
to officially recognise 
the commitment and 
hard work of the town’s 
most deserving resi-
dents.

Nomination Forms are 
available online on the 
Town Council’s Face-
book page and website.  

All applications 
must be emailed to:  
kyounghusband@ferryhill. 
gov.uk by no later than 
Monday, 2nd August.  

Anyone unable to down-
load the application form 
should email Karen Youn-
ghusband at the above 
address with their con-
tact details and details 
of their nomination i.e. 
contact details for the 
person being nominated, 

with an explanation of 
why they should receive 
a Civic Award. 

Please note that nomi-
nees must be unpaid for 
the work that they are 
being nominated for.

Awards are ordinarily 
presented at an awards 
presentation evening 
later in the year.  The 
Town Council will con-
tinue to follow govern-
ment advice regarding 
Covid, and will announce 
further details about 
how the awards will be 
presented in due course.

For more information 
about the Civic Awards 
please email Karen Youn-
ghusband using the pre-
viously mentioned email 
address.

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 
FERRYHILL CIVIC AWARDS

FERRYHILL CIVIC AWARD 2021 
 NOMINATION FORM 

 

I hereby nominate the following person for a Civic Award: 
 
Name: ………….……………………………………………………………….............................. 
 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Tel: …………………………………… Email Address: …………………………………………  
 
Please provide details in the space below regarding why you feel a Civic Award should be 
presented in this case  
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Number of years your nominee has provided this service ………………………… 
 
Please provide any other information relevant to this application in the space provided    
below (continue on a separate sheet if required)  
 
…………………………………………………………………….........…………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
I certify that the details given are correct, that I have not been influenced or canvassed in any 
way and that the person nominated has no knowledge of the application.  I understand that all 
matters relating to the nomination are confidential and that, should the nomination fail, it may be  
re-submitted after the expiry of twelve months. 
 
PROPOSER DETAILS:  
 
Name: (Please print your name) ……………………………… Signature: ……………………… 
 
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Tel: …………………………………… Email Address: …………………………………………  
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM BY EMAIL TO KAREN YOUNGHUSBAND, BY NO LATER THAN   
MONDAY, 2ND AUGUST 2021 

AT: 
 

kyounghusband@ferryhill.gov.uk 
 

Your personal information will be held and used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.  The Council will 
not disclose such information to any unauthorised person or body but where appropriate will use such information in 

carrying out its various functions and services 

FERRYHILL VILLAGE 
Women’s Institute had 
hoped to recommence 
meetings on 4th July, how-
ever due to  government 
guidelines they were una-
ble to go ahead. 

The group hopes to hold 

a meeting on 4th August 
starting at 6.30pm at the 
Institute.  

The format of the meeting 
will be a short interim AGM 
to ratify the committee, fol-
lowed by a good old catch 
up with tea and biscuits.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
TO MEET IN AUGUST

THREE ACCLAIMED 
authors will be talking 
about their latest novels in 
an annual reading event. 

County Durham Librar-
ies, run by Durham County 
Council, will be hosting 
three author talks for this 
year’s Read Regional, in 
association with New 
Writing North. 

Every year Read Regional 
brings exciting new books 
to readers across the 
North and celebrates 
readers, writers and the 
role libraries play as part 
of the fabric of local com-
munities. 

This year’s events will 
be held online due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
but the talks will be no 
less exciting. 

In County Durham, 
Read Regional kickED 
off on Tuesday 6th July 
at 2pm with a talk from 
award-winning author 
C.J. Cooke about her new 
novel, The Blame Game.

On Tuesday 20th July 
at 2.30pm readers will be 
able to hear from Amer-
ican author Yvonne Bat-
tle-Felton with her novel 
Remembered, the story of 
a mother’s quest to keep 
her son safe.

For most of Edward’s 
life, Spring has been living 
a lie. As an emancipated 
slave, if history and peo-
ple have taught her any-
thing, it’s that they weren’t 
interested in her story, her 
life. 

Over time, she learned 
to quiet her own stories. 
In comforting others, she 
lost some of herself. 

And on Monday 26th July 
at 2pm, Yorkshire-based 
Clara Barley will be talking 
about her novel The Moss 
House. 

Set over 200 years ago 
in Halifax, West Yorkshire, 
the novel is based on the 
true stories of Anne Lis-
ter and Ann Walker, two 
very different women, as 
they try to create a life 
together. 

Each talk can be 
watched online from 
County Durham Libraries 
Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/County-
DurhamLibraries.

Copies of each books 
from the three talks are 
available from County 
Durham’s libraries, and 
The Blame Game and 
The Moss House are also 
available as an ebook on 
BorrowBox. 

STORIES OF LOVE, 
LOSS AND SECRETS
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

FOLLOWING THE suc-
cess of previous years, 
Ferryhill Town Council 
would like to invite green 
fingered residents of Fer-
ryhill to enter the town’s 
Ferryhill in Bloom Com-
petition 2021.

This year’s catego-
ries in the Competition 
are: Front Garden, Back 
Garden, Back Yard and 
Commercial Properties. 
Residents are permitted 
to enter more than one 
category if appropriate.

Judging is scheduled 
to take place week com-
mencing 26th July, and 
residents will be notified 
of their allotted date 
and time in due course. 
Subject to Covid restric-
tions, winners will be 
announced at a special 

presentation evening 
later in the year. Ferryhill 
Town Council will con-
tinue to follow Govern-
ment advice and update 
entrants of arrange-
ments nearer the time.

Ferryhill Town Coun-
cil would like to take the 
opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to Thinford 
Nurseries for continuing 
to sponsor the event this 
year.  Their contribution 
is very much appreci-
ated.

Anyone wanting to take 
part in the competition 
can do so in the follow-
ing ways:

(a) Print and complete 
the Entry Form provided 
and post to Karen Youn-
ghusband at: Ferryhill 
Town Council, Town Hall, 

Ferryhill, County Dur-
ham. DL17 8JL; 

(b) Print and complete 
the Entry Form and take 
a photograph of it/scan it 
and email to: kyounghus-
band@ferryhill.gov.uk

(c) If unable to print the 
Entry Form email kyoun-
ghusband@ferryhill.gov.
uk, providing your name 
and address, a telephone 
contact and details of 
which category you are 
entering i.e. Front Gar-
den, Back Garden, Back 
Yard or Commercial 
Premises.

The Town Council 
would appreciate it if 
residents could submit 
their entries as soon as 
possible.  

All entries must be 
received by 16th July.

FERRYHILL IN BLOOM 2021

 

 

 

                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR NAME: …..…………………………………………………………………….................................... 

ADDRESS OF ENTRY: …………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

POSTCODE: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

CONTACT NUMBER: ……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please tick the category(s)    FRONT      BACK       BACK           COMMERCIAL 
you are entering:    GARDEN     GARDEN      YARD                        PREMISES 

 
DESPITE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC THIS YEARS FERRYHILL IN BLOOM COMPETITION  

WILL STILL PROCEED. 
 IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE HOWEVER, CHANGES MAY BE REQURIED TO 

THE WAY IN WHICH THE JUDGING AND PRESENTATION EVENT ARE ORGANISED.  
ENTRANTS WILL BE INFORMED OF ANY CHANGES AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. 

 

ENTRY TO FERRYHILL IN BLOOM IS FREE 
 

To enter the competition please complete and return this form : 
 

BY POST TO: KAREN YOUNGHUSBAND,  
FERRYHILL TOWN HALL, CHAPEL TERRACE, FERRYHILL,  

COUNTY DURHAM. DL17 8JL 
 

OR BY EMAIL TO: kyounghusband@ferryhill.gov.uk   
 

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY NO LATER THAN :  16th July 2021 
 

JUDGING IS EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE WEEK COMMENCING 26TH JULY 2021 
ENTRANTS WILL BE ADVISED OF THE EXACT TIME AND DATE IN DUE COURSE. 

 
 
 

Your personal information will be held and used in accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018.  The Council will not disclose such information to any 
unauthorised person or body but where appropriate will use such information in carrying out its various functions and services 

 

THERE IS still time for 
residents in County Dur-
ham to have their say on 
proposals to change Par-
liamentary constituency 
boundaries before recom-
mendations are made to 
Parliament. 

The 2023 Review of Par-
liamentary constituencies 
was formally launched in 
January by the Boundary 
Commission for England. 
The commission, which 
is an independent and 
impartial non-departmen-
tal public body, is required 
to ensure that the number 
of electors in each con-
stituency across the UK 
is more equal; in doing 
so, the number of constit-
uencies in England will 
increase from 533 to 543. 

The commission is now 
undertaking an independ-
ent review of all constitu-
ency boundaries in Eng-
land and will present final 
recommendations to Par-
liament by July 2023. The 
rules that the commission 
work to are such that wide 
scale change is inevita-
ble. Under the proposals 
announced, just under 10 
per cent of the existing 
533 English constituen-
cies remain unchanged. 

Local knowledge is 
needed to help reshape 
the map of constituen-
cies, so as part of a con-

sultation, members of the 
public are encouraged to 
visit www.bcereviews.
org.uk to view maps 
showing the proposed 
new boundaries and also 
provide feedback before 
the consultation closes 
on Monday 2nd August 
2021. 

Any changes will not 
affect local council ser-
vices, with the boundary 
changes relating only to 
Parliamentary constituen-
cies, which is the area an 
MP is elected to represent 
in Parliament. 

People can comment 
on aspects of the pro-
posals such as where the 
proposed new boundary 
lines are and also sug-
gest alternative solutions. 
There will be a further two 
rounds of consultation 
in 2022 based upon rep-
resentations received as 
part of this consultation. 
Following the conclusion 
of all three consultation 
periods, the commission 
will look at all the evidence 
received and form its final 
recommendations.

For further information 
and to provide feedback 
on the proposals go to 
www.bcereviews.org.uk/

A copy of the documents 
is available for viewing at 
Claypath Library in Dur-
ham City. 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON 
CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845
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PARTNERSHIP
LEARNING
ADVANCE
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poetry corner
Circle of Life
By John Harbron

The river keeps running, down to the sea,
Leaving the village, like you and me.

Through town and city, it can’t be dammed,
Forever onwards, the future unplanned.

Seeming to follow, seeming to care
Blown by the wind to who knows where,

Knowing that one day, once again
We will return, just like the rain.

Wimbledon
By Vince Elsbury, ex-Chilton

Wimbledon tennis tournament here again
Hope there’s no stopping for nasty rain

No long breaks for summer showers
Only brilliant tennis for long hours

Whether watching on TV or being there live
Engrossed in every set, the best of five

The crowd eating strawberries and cream
Attending for pleasure
Fulfilling their dream

McEnroe, Connors, Borg
Some names from the past

We hope it’s not Andy’s championship last
Ball boys, line judges, tram lines

Virginia winning in ‘77, happy times
Once Dan Maskell commentator

With his special voice
‘Oh I say’ tennis on the BBC

 You had no choice
Spiffing lob or ground shot

Let’s hope our Andy’s got the lot

Lockdown
By Albert Curle, Ferryhill

I stand on the hill, the north wind doth blow
But I feel no chill, my face all aglow
I can’t get my fill, for I’m happy so

Here at Ferryhill, Blackbirds sweeping low

In sunshine and rain I am happy too
Again and again, enjoying the view

It’s hard to explain, but maybe I’d rue
Best for me to remain where people are few

I see heroes and heroines about everywhere
There for us all in times of despair

We don’t have to ask, they show that they care
Total strangers, and yet they are always there

Don’t push me, don’t rush me, 
I’m here with my dreams

Don’t laugh, don’t chaff, life’s not what it seems
Here up in the clouds, song-birds singing loud

I stand on the hill, but I feel no chill

A FOOD charity is urgently 
appealing for volunteer 
drivers to provide vital 
support to local commu-
nities by collecting food 
from its warehouse and 
delivering it to charities.

FareShare North East 
takes good quality, 
in-date surplus food and 
redistributes it to 326 
local charities and com-
munity groups support-
ing vulnerable people 
– including homeless 
hostels, breakfast clubs 
and domestic violence 
refuges. This year alone 
the charity delivered more 
than 2021 tonnes of food 
to create the equivalent 
of 4.8 million meals in the 
region.

Volunteers are required 
to have a standard driving 
licence and will be able to 
deliver to a variety of local 
charities and community 
groups across Northum-
berland, County Durham, 
Tyne & Wear, and the Tees 
Valley.

Chief Executive at 
FareShare North East 
Jake Hanmore said: “Our 
drivers have been provid-
ing a lifeline to people in 
the North East throughout 

FOOD CHARITY APPEALS FOR 
VOLUNTEER DRIVERS

the crisis, delivering food 
to charities across the 
region. 

“Now, as restrictions 
ease, many of our fantas-
tic volunteers are return-
ing to work, leaving us 
with a shortage of drivers. 

“The charities we serve 
are still facing an unprec-
edented demand and we 
urgently need new volun-

teer drivers to help us get 
food onto more people’s 
plates. 

“We’re really hoping 
the community will rally 
round and help people in 
need.”

Find out more about vol-
unteering opportunities 
on FareShare’s website: 
https://fareshare.org.uk/
volunteer.

Volunteers are needed for collecting and delivering food.
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Seeking N. H. Woods
I am trying to trace N. H. Woods of Chilton who 
had a (father?) serve on the Arctic convoys in the 
Second World War. 
N.H. Woods wrote to a national newspaper 
recently regarding the relative receiving the 
British Empire Medal.
It occurred to me that Mr or Mrs Woods will 
probably not be aware that anyone who served 
on those convoys are also entitled to a Russian, 
medal which I believe they give posthumously.
The men on those convoys were real heroes. If 
their ship went down their chances of survival 
were practically zero and their supplies kept an 
almost down and out Soviet Union in the war.
History would have been very different without 
the sacrifice of these men.
Please email ianrduckworth@gmail.com with 
information.

Regards,
Ian Duckworth
Former Mayor
Rochdale MBC 

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Dean Road in Ferryhill.  
“We would like to say 

thank you to Ray and his 
team from Ferryhill Town 

Council and also to Coun-
cillor Joe Makepeace for 
his help and support,” 
said a spokesperson.

ENDEAVOUR WOODCRAFTS  
CIC made the most of 
the recent sunshine to 
help plant flower beds on 

FLOWERS BRIGHTEN UP DEAN ROAD
Cllr Joe Makepeace (centre) planting flower beds with Endeavour Woodcrafts.

DATED: 10/7/2021

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

The Council on 2/7/2021 made an Order under Sections 81, 82, 
84 & 87  to the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 “the Act”), as 
amended, the effect of which comes into operation on 17/7/2021 
and is to introduce 20mph ZONE on a) the entire length of Swift 
Drive. b) part length of Curlew Way From a point 8 metres east 
of its junction with the A167 in a generally easterly direction for 
its entire length. Full details are contained in the Order, a copy of 
which may be inspected via the Council website and at Ferryhill 
Library during normal opening hours.  Any person wishing to 
question the validity of the Order or of any provision contained in 
it on the grounds that it is not within the powers conferred by “the 
Act”, as amended, or on the grounds that any requirement of that 
Act or of any regulation made under it has not been complied with 
in relation to the Order may, within 6 weeks from 10/7/2021 apply 
to make an application for that purpose to the High Court. 

(CURLEW WAY & SWIFT DRIVE, FERRYHILL)
(20 MPH ZONE) 

ORDER 2021 

JOB Vacancy
Vehicle Refinish 

Technician
Contact Michael on

01388 773365
or email

michael@alanreedltd.co.uk
Alan Reed Ltd, Furnace Industrial Estate, Shildon DL4 1QB

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING
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Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 
- Rubber fibreglass flat roofing 

with 20 year guarantee
Free Estimates

Tel 01388 605489
07986 217936

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

could be the difference 
between life and death 
not just for you but other 
road users.

“The new vans will also 
help us take uninsured 
and unlicensed drivers 
off the road who we tend 
to find are also involved in 
other crimes such as drug 
offences, so the implica-
tions for the communities 
we serve are wide-rang-
ing.”

In May, the RSB dealt 
with 19 seatbelt offences 
including one where a 
child under 14 was sat in 
the front passenger seat 
without a seatbelt and 
one driver was caught 
using their mobile phone.

The team also recorded 
3,682 speeding offences 
across the force area 
with examples including 
a driver doing 72mph on 
the A167 through Newton 
Aycliffe – a 30mph zone 
– and in Watling Street, 
Leadgate, 185 offences 
were recorded includ-
ing someone driving at 
62mph in the 30mph 
zone.

Durham Police and 
Crime Commissioner Joy 
Allen said: “Improving 

road safety and increas-
ing visibility of speeding 
measures across County 
Durham and Darlington 
are amongst my top prior-
ities as Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

“Speeding was one of 
the most reported con-
cerns for residents fol-
lowing my Police & Crime 
survey that I conducted 
last year, with 75% of 
respondents agreeing 
that there should be more 
enforcement of road traf-
fic offences where they 
lived. 

“These vans will pro-
vide a modern method of 
policing for communities 
and with more vans on 
the roads this will provide 
a quicker, credible and 
visible response to speed-
ing.”

Residents who have 
concerns and wish to 
have the RSB visit their 
community should con-
tact their local Neighbour-
hood Policing Team by 
calling 101 or accessing 
the Live Chat function on 
the force website here: 
https://www.durham.
police.uk/.../101.../101-
Live-Chat.aspx.

DRIVERS WHO put the 
lives of others at risk 
are being encouraged 
to change their ways as 
Durham Constabulary 
launches three new safety 
camera vans.

The force’s Road Safety 
Bureau (RSB), which was 
launched in 2020, has 
been targeting those who 
continue to flout the rules 
of the road by speeding, 
not wearing seatbelts or 
using mobile phones.

And now officers are 
able to help even more 
communities where res-
idents have raised con-
cerns, as the new vans 
will be deployed to sites 
nominated by local resi-
dents.

Sergeant Chris Milburn, 
from the force’s Roads 
Policing Unit said: “Bad 
driving can have devas-
tating consequences for 
everyone involved so we 
always encourage drivers 
to think twice about their 
actions when they get 
behind the wheel.”

“Simple things like not 
using your mobile phone, 
making sure you wear 
your seatbelt and adher-
ing to the speed limit 

SAFETY VANS LAUNCHED IN 
CRACKDOWN ON DANGEROUS DRIVERS

Road Safety Bureau Supervisor Claire Hickson, Police & Crime Commissioner Joy Allen and 
Sergeant Chris Milburn with one of Durham Constabulary’s three new safety camera vans..

‘sports poetry’ corner
Don’t be shy give croquet a try!

If you’re fed up with the footie
And tennis ain’t your thing

The Chilton Miners Welfare Rec
Is where you should be heading

On Wednesday, Friday or Sunday
Come down to Chilton Rec Ground
We’ll show you how to play croquet

A new hobby may even be found

Come on your own or with a friend
A couple of hours after lunch

Have some fun, enjoy yourself
We’re really a friendly bunch

No need to bring any money
Your first session here is for free

Just flat shoes, gloves and a jacket
It’s really that simple you see

Nice surroundings and friendly people
Fresh air, gentle exercise too

Now is the time to play croquet
Come on down, we’re waiting for you!

Just turn up on the above days or 
call us on 07835 103332

UPVC Windows & Doors Installation & RepairsLocal Bookkeepers based in Newton Aycliffe established in 
2005. We are focused on making life easier for small and 

medium self-employed Businesses while offering a range of 
services for all business types.  

We work on a fixed fee basis so there are no hidden costs.

Peter’s Bookkeeping Services Ltd

WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION
Self Employed / Partnerships / Tax Returns 

/ Payroll / VAT / And more! 

Contact us: Tel – 01325790530 / 07533934093
Email – enquiries.petersbookkeeping@gmail.com
Incubation Centre, Office F14, Durham Way South, 

Newton Aycliffe, DL5 6XP


