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FERRYHILL BEAUTY queen, 
Storm Parlour fulfilled 
one of her life’s ambitions 
when she leapt from a 
plane recently while rais-
ing money for charity. 

Storm, 22, will compete 
in the Miss North York-
shire Final this week and 
has been raising money 
for Zoe’s Place Baby Hos-
pice in Middlesbrough, 
where she has worked as 
a volunteer.

The hospice provides 
palliative, respite and end 
of life care to babies and 
infants.

While she was disap-
pointed that the jump, 
originally scheduled for 
April, had to be post-
poned due to the pan-
demic, it did provide her 
with the opportunity to 
raise more funds in the 
meantime, and to date 
date Storm has raised 

£545 for the hospice.
The jump eventually 

took place at Shotton Col-
liery on 9th July.

“I wasn’t really that nerv-
ous until the morning,” 
said Storm of the sky-
dive, “and I was excited 
and nervous at the same 
time because I couldn’t 
believe I was going to be 
falling 15,000 feet! 

“The preparation was 
surprisingly easy, we just 

got told how to sit and 
what position to be in and 
as soon as the plane got 
to 15,000, we jumped out 
one after the other, it was 
all so quick.

“It was really surreal 
once the parachute 
opened. We just floated 
through the clouds; one 
minute everything was 
white, the next minute I 

SKYDIVE GOES DOWN A STORM 
Storm Parlour, who is competing in the Miss North Yorkshire Final this week, leapt from 15,000 feet to raise funds for charity.

A WARNING has been 
issued to County Dur-
ham residents following 
a series of scam emails, 
trying to obtain personal 
and financial information. 

The trading standards 
team at Durham County 
Council is urging resi-
dents to be on their guard 
after it has received 
reports of hoax emails 
being sent, claiming to be 
from the council. 

Each email uses a 
made-up name and 
claims to be from a coun-
cil officer, with the letters 
MBL and a number on the 
bottom of the text. 

The emails contain fake 
Bacs receipts and encour-
age the recipients to click 
through to a fraudulent 
website, which appears 
to be of a phishing nature 
and attempts to take per-
sonal and financial infor-
mation. 

One way to identify the 
hoax is that it isn’t sent 
from a durham.gov.uk 
email address.

Joanne Waller, Durham 
County Council’s head 
of community protection 
services, said: “We would 
like to urge the public to 
take extra care when they 
are being contacted by 
email. We would never 

WARNING 
AGAINST 
PHISHING 
EMAILS SCAM
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Claire Robson mobile 
hairdressing services. 
Tel: 07736 905 185.
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have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

Peckitt

A private family service 
will take place at Durham 

Crematorium.

August 10th of Ferryhill,
Ernie aged 83 years

Dearly loved Husband 
of Margery, loved dad of 

Andrew & Caroline, Susan 
& David and a much loved 

Grandad to Eleanor & 
Anna.

John & Rosemary Light

Love and best wishes from 
your family and friends,

hugs and kisses from your
loving grandchildren

Congratulations 
Mam and Dad on your 
50th Golden Wedding 

Anniversary

Married 22nd August 1970

THE FERRYHILL Station 
WMC Leek Club will hold 
it’s Annual Leek, Flower 
and Vegetable Show on 
Saturday 29th August.

The exhibits will be 
open for viewing by the 
public from 6.30pm and 
all are welcome.

Please note that all 

regulations relating to 
the control of the  Coro-
navirus will have to be 
adhered to.

The Leek Club is now 
open to new members 
and officials  will be avail-
able on the night to deal 
with  future membership 
questions.

LEEK CLUB ANNUAL SHOW

ask for personal infor-
mation or financial infor-
mation and we would ask 
that people take the time 
to check who the email 
is from, and stop to think 
before they click on an 
unknown link in order to 
protect their information.

“I would also encourage 
anyone who has received 
one of these emails, or 
has any other concerns 
regarding fraud or scams 
to contact us. 

“We will always take this 
information seriously and 
investigate the matter.” 

Details on how to report 
fraud and receive help 
from Durham County 
Council can be found at  
durham.gov.uk/fraud or  
residents can call the 
Action Fraud line on 0300 
123 2040. 

Details of how to pro-
tect yourself and family 
from frauds and scams 
can be found at www. 
friendsagainstscams.org. 
uk/elearning/durham.

Meanwhile, local busi-
nesses are also encour-
aged to sign up to Busi-
ness Against Scams at  
www.friendsagainstscams 
.org.uk/BAS.

FROM PAGE 1

COUNCIL WARN OF 
PHISHING EMAIL SCAMS

Wear face 
coverings
in all shops.
You must wear a face covering  
when shopping, unless you have  
good reason not to.
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and show the local talent 
that Ferryhill and sur-
rounding areas has.  

The 2020 Art and Pho-
tography Exhibition was 
judged by Ferryhill Town 
Mayor, Cllr Joe Make-
peace and the Deputy 
Town Mayor Cllr Jacque-
line Cansella. 

The winner of the 
Art section was Karen 

Thompson for Contempla-
tion while the winner of 
the Photography section 
was Colin Cook for Farm-
yard Scrapyard.

Councillor Makepeace 
said: “Once again it was 
a real pleasure to judge 
the art and photography 
competition. The stand-
ard of entry just gets 
higher every year. There 

FERRYHILL TOWN Coun-
cil has declared the 2020 
online Art and Photogra-
phy Exhibition a huge 
success. 

The exhibition gives 
local artists and pho-
tographers an opportu-
nity to showcase their 
work. All of the exhib-
its entered are of an 
extremely high standard 

FERRYHILL ART AND PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS ANNOUNCED
Left: Contemplation by Karen Thompson won the Art section while Farmyard Scrapyard by Colin Cook took the award in the Photography category.

Below and right are some of the other entries in a very high standard of competition. 
All entires can be viewed on the Ferryhill Town Council Facebook page. 

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel:- 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

THE LICENSING ACT 2003
Notice is hereby given that I, Ian Joyce, have applied to the 
Durham County Council in respect of the premises known as

DARLINGTON ROAD DINER, 12 DARLINGTON 
ROAD, FERYHILL, COUNTY DURHAM DL17 8JP

for a New Premises Licence to permit the following proposed 
licensable activities:

Sale by retail of Alcohol (on and off sales) Monday to Sunday 
inclusive 11.00 – 19.00 hours.
Due to the current circumstances surrounding COVID-19 if 
you wish to view the full application please email the Licens-
ing Authority at licensing@durham.gov.uk 
A Responsible Authority or Other Party under the Licensing 
Act 2003 can make representations/objections to these appli-
cations.
Representations must be made via email to licensing@
durham.gov.uk  and received by 9th September 2020
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with this application, the 
maximum fine on summary conviction is unlimited.

really are some very tal-
ented people around. 

“This year the Deputy 
Mayor and I had a really 
unenviable task. 

“Everyone deserved a 
prize in our opinion, but 
there has to be a winner, 
and choosing that winner 
in each category was dif-
ficult indeed. 

“Nevertheless con-
gratulations to both our 
successful applicants, 
they are worthy winners 

indeed. 
“I would be proud to 

display both entries. Well 
done to you and to all 
those who entered.”

All exhibits are available 
for viewing on the Ferry-
hill Town Council face-
book page.

A spokesperson said: 
“Ferryhill Town Council 
would like to say thank 
you to everyone who has 
taken part in this year’s 
exhibition.”
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and Pearl Harbour on 7th 
December 1941,  result-
ing in Japan declaring 
war on Britain and her 
allies.

He told of the high mor-
tality rate of Japanese 
prisoners of war (27%) 
before reading out the 
surrender statement 
issued on 15th August 
1945 by Japan’s Emperor 
Hirohito

A minute’s silence was 
then held before wreaths 
were laid by Chilton’s Ash 
Keenan, whose grandfa-
ther, John James Redden 
was a Japanese prisoner 
of war, and by Martyn 
Jones, whose father,  
Norman was also a Japa-
nese prisoner of war. 

A wreath on behalf of 
Chilton by Jean Slater.

Former Light Infantry 
man Geoff Weadon then 
read the famous Kohima 
Epitaph: “When you go 
home, tell them of us and 
say, for your tomorrow, 
we gave our today.”

Finally, the buglers 
played the Reveille before 
visiting Chilton Care 
Home, where they played 
a number of tunes for the 
residents.

Ava and Isabella Fulton 
(ages 7 and 5 respec-
tively) raised a commem-
orative VJ Day flag at the 
Wheatsheaf ensuring all 
generations participated 
in the day’s celebration.

Later in the day, at 3pm, 
Scottish Piper Kevin York 
played at the Cenotaph 
before also visiting the 
Care home, where Edward 
Slater made a presenta-
tion of spirits and drinks 
so that the residents 
could have a toast for 
those who fought in the 
Far East.

Thanks were offered to 
all who contributed to the 
memorial day, particularly 
Edward Slater and James 
Moffatt who organised 
the events and  Andrew 
Hughes whose donation 
purchased the VJ flag.

VJ DAY was commemo-
rated in Chilton on Satur-
day 15th August.

At 11am, in the Wheat-
sheaf Public House, four 
buglers: Bugle Major 
Garry Suggett, Adam 
Grey, Norman Moffatt 
and Billy Mould pre-
sented a  certificate from 
the Rifles Regimental 
office in Winchester to 
mark the £1,000 which 
the pub raised for the 
Rifles Care For Casual-
ties march across Hadri-
an’s Wall. 

This charity has raised 
a total of £96,000 for 
soldiers suffering from 
PTSD as a result of com-
bat experiences.

At noon, the buglers 
visited the village’s Cen-
otaph where they played 
the Last Post in front of 
over 100 locals. 

A speech was given 
by James Moffatt who 
detailed how the Japa-
nese attacked Malaya, 
Singapore, Hong Kong 

CHILTON VE DAY COMMEMORATION
Wreaths were laid at Chilton’s Cenotaph to remember those who fought in the Far East.

IN THE absence of an 
official event due to the 
pandemic,  some Ferry-
hill veterans, residents 
and local councillors 
made their way to the 
memorials at Duncombe 
Cemetery where many 
veterans of WW2 are bur-
ied or their passing was 
marked on headstones at 
the cemetery,

VJ DAY COMMEMORATED 
AT DUNCOMBE CEMETERY

Mr Brian Gibson and his wife Pauline, Mr John Blowes and Cllr 
Brian Avery were among the group who commemoated VJ Day 
at Duncombe Cemetery.

The Exhortation was 
recited by Mrs Carole 
Atkinson, Chairman of 
the Royal British Legion, 
followed by a two-minute 
silence. 

In attendance was Mr 
Brian Gibson and his wife 
Pauline, Mr John Blowes, 
Cllr Brian Avery, Cllr Peter 
Atkinson and members of 
the Methodist Chapel.

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845
BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

could see for miles. 
“I was just in shock that 

I’d actually done it but it 
was definitely one of the 
best things I have ever 
done and one more thing 
I’d love to do it again!”

“This year there are 
about ten girls compet-
ing for the crown,” said 
Storm. “Collectively we 
raise money, make public 
appearances as finalist 
and hold charity events.

“Even during lockdown 

we have still managed to 
raise lots of money via 
online fundraising.”

If you would like to con-
tribute to Storm’s fund-
raising, you can do so 
at her justgiving page. 
Visit justgiving.com and 
search for ‘Storm Parlour’.

The Miss North York-
shire Final takes place on 
Friday, 21st August. 

The winner will receive 
a host of beauty prizes, 
including direct entry into 
the Supermodel England 
2020 competition.

FROM PAGE 1

SKYDIVE GOES DOWN A STORM
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After four years at the 
latter, the now 77 year-
old Barrie took on a long-
term position at Kenton’s 
Utilities, where he worked 
on gas mains and ser-
vices. 

Ann, 71, began her work-
ing life at Smart & Browns 
before moving onto GEC, 
where she stayed until 
the couple began a fam-
ily. 

She later returned to 
Smart & Browns, working 
the twilight shift and then 
spent 18 years at Roth-
mans in Spennymoor.

The couple love the 

Catholic Club and have 
been regulars there for 
over 25 years, while back 
home they enjoy spend-
ing time in their garden. 

Ann is enthusiastic 
about keeping fit and 
still works out at the gym 
three times a week, while 
Barrie prefers a quieter 
pace of life in front of the 
telly.

The couple celebrated 
their golden milestone 
event with a social-
ly-distanced celebration 
among a few family and 
friends in their beautiful 
garden.

A CHILTON couple have 
celebrated 50 years of 
marriage, after tying 
the knot at Windlestone 
Methodist Church in 
1970. 

Barrie and Ann Dodds, 
who have lived in Bev-
erley Gardens for the 
past 33 years, share two 
daughters, Donna and 
Debbie, as well as two 
grandchildren.

Barrie’s first jobs after 
leaving school were at 
Eldon Drift and Newton 
Cap Colliery; later moving 
on to Eaton Axles at New-
ton Aycliffe. 

GOLDEN DAYS FOR BARRIE AND ANN
Mayor Cllr E Bruce presented flowers to Mr & Mrs Dodds on behalf of Chilton Town Council on the 
occasion of their golden wedding anniversary.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com
TAXIS

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

THE POPULAR Binches-
ter Roman Fort, history 
attraction has reopened 
after closing due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The Fort is a popular 
summer day out for fam-
ilies and history buffs, 
but as with everything 
else, was forced to closed 
because of the outbreak. 

The site, which includes 
a well-preserved Roman 
fort dating back to 75AD, 
has now reopened to the 
past once again from Sat-
urday 1st August.

Opening times will be 
shorter than usual, every 
day between 10.30am 
and 4pm.

Measures are in place 
for adhering to Govern-
ment guidelines on coro-
navirus. 

The site will offer extra 
facilities for hand sani-
tation, contactless card 
payments, and one-way 
systems. 

BINCHESTER FORT REOPENS

David Mason, principal archaeologist at Durham County 
Council, at Binchester Roman Fort.

David Mason, principal 
archaeologist at Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
are extremely pleased 
to be welcoming visitors 
back to this fascinating 
site. 

“Things will be a little 
different to usual as we 
try and ensure the safety 
of staff and visitors. 

“There will be no re-en-
actment events this sea-
son and we cannot allow 
large groups of people at 
this time. 

“We would ask people 
to keep two metres apart 
from those not in their 
household and wash their 
hands before and after 
their visit. 

“Despite these new 
measures, Binchester 
remains a great day out 
and we will be thrilled to 
welcome people back.”

To find out more or plan 
a visit, go to durham.gov.
uk/binchester.
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time they will be sent 
packs of information 
to look at in their own 
homes.

Entrants are now being 
sought in the following 
categories: 
• Built Environment
• Climate Change
• Community Partnership
• Craftmanship
• Greener Business
• Natural Environment 
• Places and Spaces
• Schools and Colleges
• Volunteer Group of the 

Year
• Volunteer of the Year – 

Under 18
• Volunteer of the Year- 

Over 18
• Waste Management

Anyone can nominate a 
person or scheme for an 
award. This year, entries 
from groups and organ-
isations who have had a 
green impact during the 
pandemic will also be 
considered but the entry 
must fit into one of the 
above categories.

Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for 
neighbourhoods and 
local partnerships, 

said: “The Environment 
Awards have become a 
very important event in 
acknowledging, praising 
and encouraging some 
incredible green projects, 
that would not happen 
without the time and 
dedication of individuals, 
groups and private and 
public bodies.”

Jim Cokill, chair of 
County Durham Environ-
ment Partnership, said: 
“These awards, which 
celebrated a significant 
milestone last year, would 
not be possible without 
the support of partners, 
businesses and commu-
nity groups, as well as 
the hundreds of fantastic 
entrants over the years 
who have shown their 
dedication to preserving 
our natural and built envi-
ronment.“

For more informa-
tion about the awards, 
contact environment.
awards@durham.gov.uk 
or 03000 265 545. 

To find out how to make 
a submission for the 
categories, visit county 
durhampartnership.co.uk/ 
envawards.

A PRESTIGIOUS County 
Durham award, which 
celebrates groups and 
individuals who are 
championing a greener 
environment, is looking 
for entrants for its 31st 
award ceremony. 

Entries opened last 
week for the County Dur-
ham Environment Awards 
2020 with a number of 
categories available that 
recognise the people who 
are making a positive 
environmental impact in 
the county. 

The closing date for 
nominations is Friday 
11th September, 

The awards are organ-
ised by Durham County 
Council on behalf of the 
County Durham Environ-
ment Partnership which 
works with organisa-
tions and communities 
to improve the county’s 
natural and built environ-
ment.

Due to the coronavirus 
outbreak, judging for 
each category this year 
will be done virtually. 

Usually, judges will 
gather to look at the 
entries together but this 

ENTRIES OPEN FOR ENVIRONMENT AWARDS

Cllr Katie Corrigan, Chairman of Durham County Council (left), and Cllr Simon Henig, 
Leader of Durham County Council and Chair of the County Durham Partnership (right), with 
representatives from the Park Head Hotel at the Environment Awards 2019.

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal l y  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

MORE BUSINESSES 
are set to benefit from a 
financial support scheme 
set up to help them deal 
with the impact of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Durham County Council 
is widening the eligibility 
criteria for its local Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund 
so that hundreds more 
businesses can benefit.

The authority is making 
the changes to ensure 
that as much of the £5 
million funding pot pro-
vided by the Government 
is allocated before the 
scheme closes on Friday, 
28th August.

Up until now, the fund-
ing has been focussed on 
businesses in the retail, 
hospitality and leisure 
sectors and has priori-
tised support for small 
businesses in shared 
offices or other flexible 
workspaces; regular 
market traders with fixed 
building costs; B&Bs that 
pay council tax instead 
of business rates; char-
ity properties in receipt 
of charitable business 
rates relief; private nurs-
eries; small manufac-
turing businesses with 
retail outlets within the 
property and which sell 
to the public; and busi-
nesses involved in the 
supply chain to the retail 
hospitality and leisure 
industries.

The scheme has been 
extended to include:
• Any local small or 

micro business oper-
ating from a recog-
nised rated business 
premises with a rate-
able value less than 
£51,000; and

• Businesses in the sci-
ence and technology 
sector which occupy 
office or other flexible 
workspace with equiv-
alent rent or property 
costs of £51,000.

The council is plan-
ning on contacting all 
businesses it believes 
will be eligible to benefit 
from the revised scheme 
to encourage them to 
make an application and 
ensure they are able to 
access they money they 
are entitled to. Each busi-
ness will be entitled to 
claim one grant.

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-

inet member for eco-
nomic regeneration, said: 
“The county’s economic 
recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic is very 
much dependent on the 
survival of our business 
community. 

“We have carefully con-
sidered how to extend the 
scheme and open it up to 
support local businesses 
with the resources we 
have. 

“We know there are 
many businesses that 
desperately need support 
but there is only limited 
funding available and we 
are determined to spend 
all of it if we can.”

The Government 
announced in July that 
its Small Business Grant 
Fund (SBGF), Retail, 
Hospitality and Leisure 
Grant Fund (RHLGF) and 
the Local Discretionary 
Grants Funds, which 
were all set up to support 
businesses during the 
pandemic, will close on 
Friday, 28 August. 

This means that the 
money made available to 
County Durham must be 
allocated by this date and 
any funding that is not 
claimed will be lost.

In order to ensure that 
all paperwork can be pro-
cessed and money paid 
before the cut off date, 
the council will not be 
able to accept applica-
tions received after Sun-
day, 16th August.

DCC has already issued 
almost all the funding it 
is responsible for allocat-
ing through the SBGF and 
RHLGF, with 8,791 busi-
nesses receiving a share 
of more than £98 million.

It has also allocated 54 
per cent of the cash it has 
available through the Dis-
cretionary Grants Fund, 
which was introduced at 
a later date, with more 
than £2.6 million being 
distributed among 407 
businesses to date.

Some additional eligi-
bility criteria will apply to 
the extended scheme but 
the council is doing all it 
can to ensure as many 
businesses as possible 
receive a share of the 
funding.

For more information, 
visit www.durham.gov.
uk/ladgfund.

BUSINESS SUPPORT SCHEME 
DEADLINE APPROACHING
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poetry corner
Woodland Trust,  

Clarence Wood Walk
by Pat Johnson

Hidden in an open space that 
once was left forlorn,

Go there now and you’ll find a 
Woodland has been born,

With well kept walkways to guide you around,
Many wonders of nature here can be found. 

A place for children where adventure is key,
But oh! how relaxing connecting 

with nature can be,
From wild flowers in abundance 

to bees and butterflies, 
Secret habitats of wildlife will be 

revealed if you’re wise. 

Take time look for pebbles, 
painted and hidden for you,

A work of art so lovely, 
could you paint one too?

From sunrise to sunset magnificent 
views far and wide,

Are constantly transformed 
to fill us with pride.

You must see the changes 
the seasons can bring,

Spring flowers and Autumn 
leaves or a snow covering,

But something is a mystery, 
spiders webs must be seen,

All covered in a morning frost, how 
they shimmer and gleam.

You would not believe 
what the evening can bring

See the delicate moths as moonlight 
catches their wing,

Believe it or not, 
there is a lot of activity around
Pause for a moment and listen, 

can you hear a sound? 

So please make a visit and admire the views,
The seats are there waiting, 

whichever you choose,
Don’t delay, get out there, stay on the move, 

So calm and peaceful, 
your health will improve.

and helped give this site 
identity as a place for a 
beautiful walk for Ferry-
hill and Spennymoor res-
idents with visitors also 
travelling to photograph 
the wildlife from far and 
wide,” says Woodland 
Trust volunteer warden, 
Ian Tutty. 

“The newly planted 
trees offer enough shelter 
to attract more species 
of birds each season,” 
added Ian.  “The birdsong 
this spring has provided 
the musical backdrop for 
anyone looking for tran-
quility over lockdown. 

“The summer has been 
dominated by the bright 
wild flowers being polli-
natied by many butter-
flies and bees with lovely 
sunshine on many days,” 
said Ian. “Nature and 
wildlife are winning in 
this area and may it con-
tinue for many years to 
come. 

“It’s a special place that 
many people have now 
discovered and enjoy 
each day.”

Indeed, the area’s nat-
ural beauty has even 
inspired Pat Johnson to 
poetry (see right).

THE TRANSFORMATION 
of Clarence Woodland 
Trust Wood, which links 
Ferryhill and Spenymoor 
is well on track in its 
seventh year after being 
created to celebrate the 
Queen’s birthday in 2013. 

The site historically had 
suffered abuse due to 
being treated as waste 
land, however after a 
major clean up, and the 
promotion of the site as 
a Woodland for quiet lei-
sure, this is now not the 
case. 

“The community has 
supported the change 

FROM WASTE LAND TO WOODLAND: 
SEVEN YEARS OF CLARENCE WOOD

Clarence Woodland Trust Wood is awash with the bright colours of summer wildflowers.

This  week  in  History
20 August 1911
A dispatcher in the 
New York Times 
office sends the first 
telegram around the 
world via commercial 
service. Exactly 66 
years later, NASA sent 
Voyager II into space.

23 August 1970
Velvet Underground 
play Max’s Kansas 
City in Lou Reed’s 
final performance 
as lead singer. The 
concert would later 
be released as an 
album. 

21 August 1961
Jomo Kenyatta, 
leader of the 
Kenyan independ-
ence movement, is 
released by British 
colonial authorities 
after nearly nine 
years in prison.

24 August 79AD
After centuries of 
dormancy, Mount 
Vesuvius erupts in 
southern Italy, dev-
astating the prosper-
ous Roman cities of 
Pompeii and Hercu-
laneum.

22 August 1485
In the last major 
battle of the War 
of the Roses, King 
Richard III is defeated 
and killed at the 
Battle of Bosworth 
Field by Henry Tudor, 
the Earl of Richmond.

25 August 1984
Truman Capote, the 
author of the pio-
neering true-crime 
novel In Cold Blood, 
and the novella 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
dies at age 59 in Los 
Angeles.

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
James Curley Transport of 5 Attwood Terrace, Tudhoe, 
Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 6TD, is applying to change 
an existing licence to use:

Unit 2, Denebridge Industrial Estate, Chilton, Co Durham 
DL17 0NU as an operating centre for 1 goods vehicle and 2 
trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the op-
erating centre who believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written representations 
to the Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 

Representors must at the same time send a copy of their rep-
resentations to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office. 

Dated: 21.8.20

THE VIRTUAL Great North 
Run will see runners all 
over the world complete 
13.1 miles on 13th Sep-
tember, the day the 40th 
staging of the iconic half 
marathon was scheduled 
to take place.

Working with app pro-
vider viRace, organisers 
have created a unique 
running experience that 
uses iconic sounds from 
the event to take the run-
ner on a Great North Run 
journey on their doorstep.

The app will highlight 
popular course features, 
provide distance updates 
and play motivational 
messages through the 
runners’ headphones as 
they take on the chal-
lenge anywhere in the 
world.

The Virtual Great North 
Run is free to enter and 
open to everyone, regard-
less of whether they had 
a place in this year’s 

GNR GOES VIRTUAL
This year’s Great North Run will take place by App.

event, and participants 
are encouraged to raise 
money for charity.

Paul Foster, chief exec-
utive of The Great Run 
Company, said: “There 
will be no physical Great 
North Run in 2020, so we 
decided that since we 
can’t do it together, we 
will bring it to your door-
step instead.

“We really wanted to 
provide an experience as 
close as possible to the 
real thing. We’ve been 
working hard behind the 
scenes to provide partici-
pants with a virtual audio 
and running experience 
featuring Great North 
Run sounds that runners 
and spectators know and 
love… and we’ve thrown in 
a few surprises too.”

Virtual Great North Run 
entries will open on Mon-
day 3rd August at 10am 
– enter at greatrun.org/
north.

out the week, with some 
family fun sessions at 
weekends and aqua fit 
classes. 

All children under 16 
must be accompanied by 
an adult.

In order to limit the risk 
of spreading coronavirus, 
usual shower, changing 
and locker facilities will 
not be available. 

Instead, swimmers will 
be asked to wear their 
costumes under their 
clothes when arriving for 
their swim session. 

They will then be allo-
cated a chair at the side 
of the pool where they 
can leave their clothes 
and any other belong-
ings. 

Changing facilities will 
be available when exiting 
the pool. 

Cllr Carl Marshall, Cab-
inet member for eco-
nomic regeneration, said: 
“We’ve had a fantastic 
response since our lei-
sure centres opened last 
month for fitness classes 
and gym sessions so 

we’re pleased to now be 
able to reopen our pools 
as well.

“Going for a swim is 
going to be a little differ-
ent for the time being, 
but the changes we have 
made are extremely 
important in order to 
protect customers and 
staff and help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus. 

“Without them we would 
not be able to reopen our 
pools.

“That said, I’m sure 
many people will be so 
pleased to get back in 
the pool that they will get 
used to the changes.

“It’s vital that we work to 
reinstate services wher-
ever possible in order 
to support the county’s 
recovery from the pan-
demic.”

To book a session at a 
participating leisure cen-
tre, log into the Thrive 
app. 

Full details regarding 
the changes are also 
available at www.durham 
.gov.uk/leisure.

NEWTON AYCLIFEE 
Swimming Pool and 
Woodhouse Close pool in 
Bishop Auckland are two 
of the six County Durham 
swimming pools which 
have now re-opened to 
the public.

Due to its unsuitability 
for lane swimming, mean-
ing effective social dis-
tancing measures cannot 
be introduced, Spenny-
mool pool remains closed 
for the time being.

From last week, the 
County Council-run facil-
ities welcomed back 
swimmers for the first 
time since being forced 
to close in March due 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Sessions at the pools 
must be booked in 
advance.

Swimmers are also 
being advised to expect 
a number of changes to 
allow for social distanc-
ing and to reflect public 
health advice.

Activity will be limited to 
lane swimming through-

SWIMMING POOLS RE-OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC AFTER LOCKDOWN

Six County Durham swimming pools have re-opened to the public, although with safety 
limitations.


