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The COVID-19 outbreak has been declared a global pandemic by the World Health Organisation.

SHILDON HAS rallied 
round to offer support 
to the most vulnerable 
members and those 
self-isolating as a result 
of the Coronavirus, or 
COVID-19, outbreak with 
Shildon Alive leading the 
community effort. 

The staff at Shildon 
Alive will be out and about 
delivering food support in 
Shildon, Eldon and Dene 
Valley. 

“If you know of a vulner-
able adult or older per-
son who is self isolating 

and needs a few items 
grabbing, please give 
us a call,” said Commu-
nity Project Coordinator, 
Paula Nelson.

“If you would like to 
write a kind note to any-
one self isolating please, 
pop it through the letter-
box at 95 Church Street 
and we can deliver with 
any food support deliv-
ery.

“Please use permanent 
ink or biro so that we can 
apply anti-bacterial wipe 
to your message.

“Our community hub at 
93 Church Street is now 
closed until further notice 
to help stem the spread 
of the virus. 

“We have made this 
decision after discus-
sions with our manage-
ment team as many of 
our volunteers and ser-
vice users are vulnerable 
and are in ill health. 

“Our community takea-
way and shop  next door 
(the old Danni’s Pizza’s) 
will remain open and all 
advocacy and food cri-

sis appointments will be 
dealt with via telephone 
on 01388 417600. 

“The community fridge 
and shelves for all will 
remain operational for 
now. 

“Anybody wishing to 
pay into NE First Credit 
Union can still do so in 
the community shop. 

“We will review this on 
a weekly basis following 
further news and infor-
mation from the Depart-

COMMUNITY RALLIES AMID CORONA-CRISIS

WE ARE living in unprece-
dented times and as your 
community newspaper, we 
want to continue bringing 
you the latest news, albeit 
in many instances right 
now it will be dominated by 
COVID-19. 

Indeed, we have already 
been directly affected with 
one member of our small 
staff currently self-isolat-
ing for 14 days due to a 
family member’s illness. 

We are currently wrestling 
with the difficult decision 
as to whether we should 
continue to print your paper 
in the current climate. Our 
priority is the same as 
yours - to protect the health 
and wellbeing of our com-
munity.

Your feedback, as read-
ers and deliverers, would 
be appreciated in helping 
us make that decision. 
Email us at crier@swd.
news or message us on 
Facebook.  

If we conclude that it is 
no longer in our best inter-
ests to print the paper, we 
will continue to publish the 
Crier, but we will temporar-
ily move online. 

As our front page story 
tells, our fantastic commu-
nities are doing what they 
do best and rallying round. 

So please keep in touch 
and let us share your sto-
ries of how you are all sup-
porting each other in these 
difficult times. We are here 
to stay, no matter what.

COMMUNITIES 
RESPOND 
TO COVID-19 
OUTBREAK

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



2

For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news Friday 20th March 2020

Support your local 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
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full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

BirthdaysBirthday MemoriesIn Memoriam

Need to contact 

The Crier?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news

Classifieds

Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Stuart Boddy

Loved and missed always,
Mam & Dad

xxx

23.3.2011
Heartaches in this world 

are many
To lose our son was worse 

than any
You won’t come back, we 

know that’s true,
But one day, son, we’ll 

come to you 

Aileen Kirby

Happy 80th Birthday Mam

Love Sue & Stu
xxx

19.3.40

80!

Mary Aldworth

Love always,
Amanda, Wayne & Michael

xxx

(Hope)

Sad are the hearts that 
loved you, 

Sad are the tears that fall,
Living our loves without 

you
Is the saddest part of all

You did so many things 
for us

Your heart was kind and 
true,

And when we needed 
someone

We could always depend 
on you

Those special years will 
never return

When we were all 
together,

But the love we have 
within our hearts

Will stay with us forever

Linda Ward

Love, Tim
xxx

Always remembered

Annette Jasper

Happy Birthday

Love Mam & Dad

March 17th

One year gone, but not a 
day we don’t think of you

Vera Thornberry

The moment that you died
My heart was torn in two,

One side filled with 
heartache

The other died with you

My eternal love as always 
Mam, until we meet again,

Your forever loving son,
Mike

xxxxx

Happy Mother’s Day Mam

I often lie awake at night
When the world is fast 

asleep,
And take a walk down 

memory lane
With tears upon my cheeks

Mother’s Day Memories

Remembering you is easy,
I do it every day,

But missing you is heartache
That never goes away

I hold you tightly within my 
heart

And there you will remain,
Until the joyous day arrives

That we will meet again

Happy 21st Birthday son!

Christian Watson

Love always,
Mam
xxxx

26th March

21!

Anniversaries

John Slater

Happy Anniversary darling

All my love,
Brenda

xxxx

26th March

Thank you for 60 years of 
the love and happiness that 

you have given me

Congratulations Mam & 
Dad, Nanna & Granda, 
on your 60th Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary

Slater

Love and best wishes, 
From all of the family

xxx

Brenda & John
26th March

Acknowledgements

Sandra & Brian 
Allison

Would like to thank family 
and friends for the lovely 

gifts, cards and well wishes 
for our recent celebrations. 

Reading through these was a 
timely reminder of the lovely 

people we are lucky to call 
friends.

Thanks again,
S& B

SHILDON’S CHILDREN in 
Distress store is currently 
running its Easter Raffle. 

There are some lovely 
prizes to be won.

“Please call in and sup-
port us at 17 Church 
Street,” said a spokesper-
son. “Also we would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank all our customers 
for their generous dona-
tions.”

CHILDREN IN 
DISTRESS 
RAFFLE

9.3.57 - 25.3.08

Eleanor Walker

In loving memory on 
Mother’s Day

Love Gary, Lorraine, 
Craig, Carly, Leigh & Great 

Grandchildren.

(Bendelow)

Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond 

measure

Anniversaries



3

Friday 20th March 2020 For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

ment of Health. 
“If you require further 

information, we are avail-
able from Monday to Fri-
day from 9:30am until 
4:30pm.

“Please contact Paula 
on 07540 310257 or Kath-
ryn on 01388 417600 or 
email kathrynjennings6 
@gmail.com.

Meanwhile, Amanda 
Healy, Durham County 
Council’s director of pub-
lic health, said: “We are 
working closely with col-
leagues at Public Health 
England (PHE) and the 
NHS. 

COMMUNITY RALLIES
“We are monitoring the 

situation and reviewing 
and testing our business 
continuity plans, includ-
ing as an organisation 
and our statutory duties 
as a local authority to 
protect the health of our 
communities.

“We encourage every-
one to follow the advice 
from PHE on how to 
protect themselves and 
others from Coronavirus, 
including to wash their 
hands more often for 20 
seconds. 

“More information is 
available on our website 
at http://www.durham.
gov.uk/coronavirus.”

FROM PAGE 1DURHAM COUNTY 
Council has announced 
further details of how its 
services and events are 
affected in response to 
government guidance on 
Coronavirus. 

The council is continu-
ously reviewing emerg-
ing government advice 
on how best to stop the 
spread of COVID-19, and 
considering how it can 
maintain essential ser-
vices to residents in light 
of this.

The authority has 
announced the cancel-
lation of next month’s 
Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival, with stallhold-
ers and those who had 
bought tickets to receive 
full refunds.

It has also announced 
the following further 
changes to services and 
events based on the lat-
est guidance:

• All council venues are 
now closed until further 
notice. These include 
Durham’s Gala Theatre, 
the Empire Theatre at 
Consett, Bishop Auck-
land Town Hall, Durham 
Town Hall, Binchester 
Roman Fort, Bowlees Vis-
itor Centre and Killhope 
Lead Mining Museum. 
People who have bought 
tickets for shows and 
performances up until 
the end of May will be 
contacted to arrange 
refunds. 

• All council leisure 
centres and libraries are 
now closed until further 
notice. Leisure centre 
memberships, including 
fitness, swimming and 
swimming lessons, will 
be frozen for the period 
of the closure and direct 
debit payments automat-
ically adjusted while sites 
are closed.

 Anyone who has paid 
up front for any member-
ship, will have the period 
of the closure added to 
the end of their member-
ship. The mobile library 
service will continue to 
operate and residents 
can continue to access 
a range of online library 
services, including 
e-books and e-maga-
zines. 

The council is currently 
looking at how access 
to computers currently 
provided at libraries can 

be maintained. Fines 
accrued while they are 
shut will be waived. 

• All council events up 
until the end of April will 
be cancelled or post-
poned.  

• The full council meet-
ing scheduled for next 
Wednesday 25th March 
will not convene, with all 
other council meetings 
cancelled until the end of 
the month when the situ-
ation will be reviewed in 
light of government guid-
ance.

• The Big Spring Clean 
litter-picking campaign 
has been cancelled with 
a decision to be made on 
whether events as part of 
it can take place later in 
the year.

In addition to the above, 
the Police and Crime 
Commissioner election 
planned for May has 
already been postponed.

The council is prior-
itising essential ser-
vices, including adult 
and children’s services, 
refuse collections and 
support for community 
and voluntary groups 
and businesses. Cus-
tomer access points 
will continue to be open 
and provide a service 
to residents, as are the 
One Point hubs and fam-
ily centres. Household 
waste recycling centres 
remain open.

Terry Collins, the coun-
cil’s chief executive, said: 
“We are continuously 
reviewing the guidance 
from government as it is 
issued and considering 
all the services we pro-
vide and the events we 
organise in light of it.

“We have had to take 
some really difficult deci-
sions but these are based 
on government advice 
and out of a desire to pro-
tect the health, wellbeing 

and safety of everyone in 
the county. 

“We are doing our best 
to ensure the priority ser-
vices we provide to res-
idents – particularly the 
most vulnerable such as 
adults who receive social 
care and looked after 
children – are affected 
as little as possible. Sim-
ilarly we are doing all 
we can to support busi-
nesses and those who 
suffer financial hardship, 
and working with other 
agencies to co-ordinate 
volunteering efforts in 
communities at this diffi-
cult time.

“We are looking at 
whether we need to 
change how we deliver 
some services in light of 
the current situation and 
will ensure residents are 
kept fully informed in the 
fast changing situation.”

Amanda Healy, the 
council’s director of pub-
lic health, added: “The 
decisions we have taken 
are to assist with the 
government’s advice that 
people should reduce 
unnecessary social con-
tact and to self-isolate if 
the guidance is that they 
should.

“We would encourage 
everyone to follow the 
advice from Public Health 
England on how best 
to protect themselves 
which includes washing 
their hands for 20 sec-
onds more often. We 
understand the impact 
this is having on our res-
idents’ mental wellbeing 
and we are increasing 
support and advice in 
relation to personal well-
being and mental health.”

Information about how 
services and events are 
affected will be available 
on the council’s website 
at www.durham.gov.uk/
coronavirus.

ALL COUNCIL VENUES TO CLOSE

TOWN MAYOR, Council-
lor Peter Quinn and his 
wife, Councillor Shirley 
Quinn  were pleased to 
welcome 190 invited 
guests from groups and 
clubs across Shildon who 
provide social and leisure 
support activities to older 
people, to their Remem-
ber Again event at the 
Civic Hall recently.

The guests were treated 
to a tasty two course 
meal, followed by  won-
derful entertainment 
from The Babe Magnets 
and the fabulous Wo 
Vera, a 1940’s tribute act, 
who had everyone up and 
singing along to her vast 
repertoire of songs.

  Everyone got involved 
with the entertainment, 
including the Local Beat 
Team, residents from  
both local care homes as 
well as the invited infor-

REMEMBER AGAIN

Mayor Peter Quinn with his wife and consort Shirley, and 
1940’s entertainer Wo Vera.

mation groups includ-
ing  Supportive, Age UK 
and Alzheimer’s Soci-
ety, Shildon Community 
Transport, Shildon Alive, 
Memory Café and the 
Methodist and St John’s 
Church Groups.

A spokesperson for 
Shildon Town Council 
said: “Thank you to all 
those who supported 
this wonderful afternoon, 
including the staff at the 
Shildon Civic Hall and 
The Scotto Trust, who 
provided the funding to 
enable this event to take 
place. 

“A big thank you to all 
the invited guests from 
clubs and groups across 
the town who came along 
and helped make this 
make this a special after-
noon. 

“Till we do it all again  - 
Thank you all.”

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Pear Tree Cafe
10A DABBLE DUCK IND EST, SHILDON, DL4 2RA

TEL: 01388 775557
We do All Day Breakfasts, Meals & Snacks (all day)

Sunday Lunch, all home made with fresh veg
Daily lunch specials and daily pensioners’ specials

Open 7 days a week. Delivery available in Shildon for just £1.
Why not try local lady Jane’s homemade pies & cakes?

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

BACK TO THE 80s AT THE STUTE

AN APP designed to 
improve access to ser-
vices has proved a huge 
success.  Over half of 
tenants are now regularly 
using the app to access 
vital services and over 
130,000 transactions 
take place on-line every 
year.  

Local housing asso-
ciation, Livin launched 
the app to give tenants 
the ability to manage 
their tenancy when they 
want, where they want 
using whichever device 
they choose. The app is a 
secure online tenant por-
tal giving 24/7 access to 
vital services including: 
reporting repairs, book-
ing appointments, check-
ing rent accounts and 
changing important con-
tact details.

Roslyn Littledyke, head 

TENANT APP SENDS ONLINE 
TRANSACTIONS SOARING

Roslyn Littledyke (head of customer experience and service 
improvement, Audrey Howard (Livin tenant and app user)

of customer experience 
and service improve-
ment said: “we are con-
tinuously aiming to pro-
vide brilliant customer 
experiences at every 
contact.  Most people 
now expect easy and 
convenient access to 
services and an instant 
response.   The Livin App 
provides exactly this”.  

Audrey Howard, a Livin 
tenant and app user said: 
“I’ve been using the app 
for years now, the best 
thing for me is how easy 
it is to report a repair.  I 
don’t have to phone up to 
get in touch, I can use the 
app to access Livechat 
and can talk to someone 
straight away “

If you are a Livin tenant 
and would like to down-
load the app visit www.
livin.co.uk.

fingerprints, identifying dif-
ferent types and patterns.

They also explored the 
science of bath bombs 
and how these could be 
used as a bath-time alter-
native to products which 
retail in single use plastic 
bothers.  

Some students 

researched the diverse 
conditions on earth and 
even designed an Antarc-
tic Research Station which 
could support human life 
of scientists investigating 
the harsh climate, learning 
more about science and 
sustainability in practical 
and amazing ways.

STUDENTS FROM Green-
field Community College 
got hands on as they cel-
ebrated British Science 
Week recently.  

Students were keen to 
give up their own time as 
part of this extended offer 
to explore science in new 
and innovative ways. 

This year the theme from 
British Science week is 
Our Diverse Planet which 
formed a ten-day celebra-
tion of science, technology, 
engineering and maths, 
featuring entertaining and 
engaging events across 
the UK and providing a plat-
form to stimulate and sup-
port teachers to encourage 
STEM activities. 

Students were invited to 
take part in some experi-
ments linked to the theme, 
they were able to learn how 
to identify their own diverse 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS CELEBRATE 
BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

Greenfield students get hands on during British Science 
Week.

metal, taking requests 
from an equally impres-
sive 80’s-dressed audi-
ence. 

Everyone got down on 
the dancefloor for ‘Oops 
Upside Your Head’, and a 
‘best dressed’ competi-
tion, won by a 118 runner! 

Anthony Knight, from 
the Save Our Stute group, 
said: ‘It’s so good to see 
the hall jumping at every 
event with people hav-
ing a great time - we see 
new faces week on week, 
along with people return-

ing again and again.
“Thanks to the crowd 

for putting so much effort 
into their costumes - from 
the laughs and smiles 
around the room, and the 
jam packed dancefloor, 
I’m sure everyone had a 
cracking night. I certainly 
did!”

To learn more about the 
Save our Stute group, how 
you can help, and what’s 
on at the Railway Insti-
tute, visit shildonrailway.
institute or search for Save 
our Stute on Facebook.

IT WAS a sea of back 
combed hair, fingerless 
gloves and neon clothing 
(with the odd Boy George 
lookalike thrown in) last 
Saturday night at the 
Stute, with yet another 
sell-out crowd going Back 
to the 80s on a packed 
dancefloor .

Unkle Funkle, the res-
ident DJ for the night, 
dressed in a splendid 
Doc Brown (Back to the 
Future) costume, played 
everything, from dance 
to chart to new wave and 

Everyone got down on the dancefloor for ‘Oops Upside Your Head.’
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

with five of the eleven 
skaters performing at this 
level for the first time.  

Ten-year-old Jazzmyn 
Loring who moved into 
Elementary category 
gained a silver medal 
for her Carlos Tango and 
Denver Shuffle.  

Nine-year-old Iris Com-
erford skated to a Bolly-
wood themed freedance 
achieving a bronze medal 
in her category.  

All of the skaters per-

formed well and enjoyed 
a weekend together 
although there were 
some restrictions in 
place due to the coronavi-
rus - there was no podium 
and no handshakes, hug-
ging was not allowed and 
everyone in the building 
was encouraged to hand-
wash regularly!

For a full list of winners, 
see the Spectrum RSC 
Facebook page.

SKATERS REPRESENTING 
Spectrum Roller Skating 
Club, based at Sunny-
dale Leisure Centre,came 
home with medals after 
a successful competition 
at Spring Solos. 

The National Competi-
tion at Kettering held on 
the weekend of  14th and 
15th March, attracted 
skaters from all over the 
country.

Team Spectrum had 
fantastic performances 

SPECTRUM SKATERS SUCCESS
Spectrum RSC skaters at the National Competition in Kettering.

IT’S BEEN a busy and 
entertaining week at Red-
worth House Care Home.  
St John’s Church visited 
for their monthly church 
service.

Activities Co-ordinator, 
Sandra Baynham said: “It 
is important to cater for 
residents’ spiritual needs, 
and they had a lovely time 
singing hymns and listen-
ing to Rev. Mark’s Bible 

BUSY WEEK FOR 
REDWORTH RESIDENTS

Eric and Alan tuck into their lunch at the Civic Hall event.

readings.”
Residents were also 

guests at the Shildon 
Mayor’s Remember  Again 
event at the Civic Hall, 
while back at the Home 
Howard Evans also vis-
ited to sing for residents.

“This was a lively affair, 
with our ladies and gents 
singing along to My Old 
Man’s Dustman, and 
many more,” said Sandra.

Mother’s Day
Sunday 22nd March

Beautiful Bouquets
Arrangements & Plants

OPEN Sat 21st March 9am to 5.30pm  
and Sunday 22nd 9am to 1pm

01388 605000
7 Kensington South, Bishop Auckland DL14 6JA

ORDER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

THERE WERE no winners of 
the Shildon Supporters Club 
lottery jackpot on Sunday 
15th March.

The numbers out of the 
bag were 3, 5, 10, 13, 16 and 
18. The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by D Bussey.

Next week players must 
choose six numbers from 
19, with a jackpot of £450.

 You can play online by 
sending your chosen num-
bers to supportersclub@
shildonafc.com via paypal, 
along with a £2 payment. 

NO LOTTO WINNERS

BeautyFuller
Has relocated to 40 Coronation Avenue, Shildon, 

DL4 2AD (Next door to the Jubilee Shop)

jenn i : 07926 296695 | cLAiRe: 07544 750960

BecKY (OWneR) : 07515 466 175

RELOCATED

Hair & Beauty Salon

All aspects of Hair by senior stylist Jenni 
and newly qualified hair stylist Claire Sowerby. 

Beauty treatments by Becky.
WAXING | FULL BODY | LASHES | SPRAY TANS | TINTING | 

EYEBROWS | GEL NAILS
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Give me a call on: 

07950 210967

Fully Insured

No job too big 
Or too small

Judith’s

Hero pilot ‘was a real hero’
The article on the World War 2 plane brought back a lot 
of memories of that certain day (Issue 960).
My father was abroad fighting in the war and my 
mother, brother and sister and myself lived next to the 
Pentecostle Church.
I was 11 years-old and had gone to do some shopping 
for my mother at the tea shop. Then suddenly there was 
a loud droning noise. I went outside and directly above 
me was a large plane. It was flying so low I thought it 
was coming down to land.
I stood and watched it flying straight along Church 
Street towards Sunnydale. I thought it must be going to 
land in the fields so I went back into the shop, got the 
shopping home and told my mother about the plane. 
But it wasn’t until later when I heard the neighbours 
talking that I learned it had crashed.
How the pilot managed to miss the town, I’ll never 
know. He was a real hero. And I’ve often wondered why 
there hadn’t been a memorial to that brave crew. I for 
one am pleased, for with a memorial they will never be 
forgotten.  

Sincerely, Mrs J Banks

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

FOLLOWING GUIDANCE 
on Covid-19 from the Gov-
ernment regarding social 
distancing and for people 
to avoid large gatherings 
and gatherings in smaller 
public spaces such as 
pubs, cinemas, restau-
rants, bars and clubs, 
Shildon Town Council 
has taken the decision to 
close the Shildon Civic 
Hall from 6pm on Thurs-
day, 19th March until 2nd 
April, 2020.

If you have purchased 
a ticket for a council-run 
event, your money will be 
refunded. 

People who have bought 
tickets for The Skapones 
on Saturday, 21st March, 
2020 can either be 
refunded or you can hold 
onto your ticket as this 
event will be rescheduled 
at a later date. 

SHILDON CIVIC HALL CLOSES
If you require a refund, 

call at the Town Council 
Offices from 19th March 
between 9am and 4pm 
with your ticket. 

If you have purchased 
a ticket for a non-Town 
Council event, you will 
need to seek a refund 
from the organiser.

The Town Council will 
monitor this unprece-
dented situation but their 
priority is the health, 
safety and wellbeing of 
everyone.

If you have any ques-
tions, please telephone 
01388 772563.

The Town Council would 
like to apologise for the 
closure but would advise 
people to keep checking 
the Town Council’s web-
site (shildon.gov.uk) and 
Facebook page for further 
updates.

Cut out this sign and place it in your window if someone in 
your household has a compromised immune system.

tor in collisions and one 
of the road safety fatal 
four, namely speeding, not 
wearing seatbelts, driv-
ing under the influence of 
drink and drugs and hand-
held mobile phone use.

The growth in the use of 
smart phones in particu-
lar is being highlighted 
as a possible reason for 
the increased use of the 
phone in the car. 

Drivers are now not only 
tempted to make and 
answer calls but also to 
answer and send emails 
as well as respond to 
social network site alerts. 

This has increased the 
likelihood of drivers being 
distracted and therefore 
the risk of being involved 
in a serious collision is 
increasing.

It is illegal to hold a 
phone or sat nav while 
driving – you must have 
hands-free access, like 
a windscreen mount or 
built-in sat nav - and it 
cannot block your view of 
the road.

You must also be in full 
control of your vehicle at 
all times. 

You can be stopped by 
police and prosecuted 
if they think you are not 
in control and are dis-
tracted.

The law applies even 
when you are stopped at 
traffic lights or queuing in 
traffic.

If caught using a hand-
held phone, you could 
kill someone. That is why 
drivers face six penalty 
points and a £200 fine.

DO PEOPLE who use their 
phone while driving drive 
you round the bend?

Despite the obvious 
dangers and potential for 
prosecution, we are still 
seeing drivers flouting the 
law and using their phones 
at the wheel, which is why 
the Cleveland and Durham 
Specialist Operations Unit 
(CDSOU) is cracking down 
on it as part of a week of 
national week of action.

The #StandingUpFor 
HangingUp campaign 
is being carried out this 
week by officers from the 
CDSOU to educate drivers 
and enforce the law where 
appropriate.

The use of mobile 
phones whilst driving has 
been recognised for some 
time as a contributory fac-

ROAD POLICE IN HAND HELD 
MOBILE PHONE CRACK DOWN

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 
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LOCOMOTION
“While our doors will be closed for a while, our collection - 
and the inspirational stories it contains - will remain open to 
you online at locomotion.org.uk. Our talented teams, who 
have dealt so professionally with the challenges of the past 
few weeks, will find new ways to ignite your curiosity and lift 
your spirits during some difficult days ahead,” said Sir Ian 
Blatchford, Director and Chief Executive, Science Museum 
Group.

SHILDON AND DISTRICT FLOWER CLUB 
The upcoming flower demonstration which was to have 
taken place on Monday, 6th April at Shildon Civic Hall 
has now been cancelled. Shildon and District Flower 
Club committee apologies for any inconvenience 
caused. Further updates will be issued in due course.

CITIZENS ADVICE
All Citizens Advice sessions are cancelled across the 
county. Below are some useful numbers. 
Adviceline: 0300 330 9027 Monday to Friday 10am-4pm
Debt Adviceline: 0300 323 2000 Monday to Friday 
9am-1pm.
Consumer Helpline: 03454 04 05 06 Monday to Friday 
9am-5pm.
Universal Credit Free Helpline: 0800 144 8 444 Monday 
to Friday 8am – 6pm.

WINTER WELLBEING
The Winter Wellbeing One Pot Wonders Cooking Course, 
due to be held weekly on Tuesdays at Jubilee Fields Com-
munity Centre has been cancelled.

BASH AAP
Next week’s board meeting scheduled for 26th March will 
not be taking place and has been cancelled. All immediate 
Task Groups are also postponed.

SHILDON CIVIC HALL
For information on the closure of Shildon Civic Hall, see 
page 6, opposite. 

Following Government measures announced on Monday 16th March that everyone should avoid gatherings and 
crowded places, several groups in the community have understandably temporarily suspended meetings and 
events. Please find below a list of those the Crier was aware of at the time of going to print. 

Any groups or organisations who would like to inform the community of their plans regarding temporary closures, 
or changes to their services, can email us at crier@swd.news and we will include the details in next week’s issue. 

COMMUNITY CLOSURES

SHILDON AFC MATCHES
The Northern League has announced the suspension of 
the football season until at least 3rd April. Shildon currently 
occupy second place, with the top three clubs set for au-
tomatic promotion. The club bar remains open. Domino 
handicap Friday night if enough interest. 

SLIMMING WORLD
Slimming World as a company have taken the decision to 
temporarily close all groups.
If you are currently on a countdown course, it will be placed 
on hold for you, or you can transfer to online membership. 
If you pay weekly, you will not have to rejoin when they 
re-open and there will be no back fees or holidays/absences 
used.

ALLOTMENT CONSULTATION
The consultation on the revised allotment tenancy 
agreement which was to be held on the 24th March 
at Shildon Town Council Offices has now been post-
poned. The council will advise further on a future con-
sultation date.

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
All Church services have been suspended until further 
notice.

SALVATION ARMY YOUTH CLUB
Friday night Youth Clubs at the church have been can-
celled until Easter, when the situation will be reviewed.

ELM ROAD WORKINGMEN’S CLUB
Closed until further notice. 

WEIGHT WATCHERS
All workshops will be moving online until April 4th. 
Virtual Workshops will be held via Zoom video confer-
encing, which will maintain your personal connection 
to your Coach. Members will receive a link to the WW 
app to join your new Virtual Studio in Connect, WW’s 
private social network.

PACT MEETINGS
Regular Police & Communities Together meetings have 
been suspended until further notice. While you won’t 
see officers at neighbourhood meetings for a while, 
you’ll still see them on the streets and there are plenty 
of other ways to get in touch with your local beat team, 
through email, social media or via their website.

HOME ALONE TOUR
The exhibition was due to take place at Shildon 
Library from 6th to 9th April. 
The tour will be rescheduled at a later date. 

HACKWORTH PARKRUN
All Parkrun events throughout the UK have been sus-
pended with immediate effect until the end of March. 



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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part in the last of the 
“masters series” of Mara-
thons, but due to current 
travel restrictions this 
was cancelled. 

Obviously he was very 
disappointed but deter-
mined to keep his train-
ing up, he took part in the 
Running Grand Prix Mara-
thon at Oulton Park Race-
track on the 1st March 
instead. 

He is hoping to head 
to Tokyo next year and 
complete his marathon 
career.

On the same day, at a 
very wet Consett, Dave 
Little and Janine Wilson 
ran the Derwent Reser-

voir 10 mile trail race. 
Dave Little was pleased 

with his result in a “very 
muddy” race.

In line with guidance 
from UK Athletics, Shil-
don Running & Athletic 
Club are not holding any 
child or adult training 
sessions until at least the 
end of April, and longer if 
required. 

We will announce com-
mencement of training 
on Facebook, in the Crier 
and via our coaches. 

In the meantime, anyone 
with any questions should 
contact the club secre-
tary at shildonrunning 
club@gmail.com.

ALTHOUGH TRAVEL is 
now limited across the 
UK and further afield, in 
the past month Shildon 
Running & Athletic Club 
have been taking part in 
races across the world.

As part of a weekend 
trip, on 22nd February a 
group of SRAC members 
ran the Krakow parkrun in 
Poland. 

Chris Griffith, Donna 
Dunbar, Emma Flynn, 
John Gray, Ian Rudge, JP 
Hupin, Richard Trowles 
and Viv Rudge enjoyed 
the change of scenery 
from Shildon. 

The following weekend, 
not to be outdone, Sarah 
Wingfield took part in an 
Australian parkrun!

Jon Marshall was due 
to travel to Tokyo to take 

RUNNING CLUB RETURNS FROM 
INTERNATIONAL RUNS

The Shildon Running and Athletic Club team at the February Krakow parkrun. SHILDON ROLLER 
skater, Aysha Toms, who 
skates with Tees Val-
ley Roller Skating Club 
based at Middlesbrough 
has tasted success in 
national competition.

Tears of joy were had 
at the weekend as Aysha 
competed in FARS 
National Artistic Roller 

NATIONAL SUCCESS FOR 
SHILDON ROLLER SKATER

Aysha Toms with her bronze medal.

Skating Competition held 
at Kettering, Northants 
on 14th/15th March, 
where she won a bronze 
medal for her beautiful 
Free Dance routine.

Aysha showed her ele-
gance and talent on the 
floor in front of judges, 
her coach, teammates 
and proud parents. 

SPONSORED BY local 
businessman John Wade, 
Shildon Indoor Bowling 
Club held their annual 
drawn pairs bowling com-
petition on Saturday 14th 
March at Sunnydale Lei-
sure Centre. 

JOHN WADE TROPHY WINNERS
After a series of hard 

fought elimination rounds 
the eventual winners of 
the competition were Jim 
Duffy and Frank Fenwick, 
who are both members 
of Shildon Indoor Bowling 
Club.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280


