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“We can never 
have too many 
volunteers for 
administration 
or drivers for 
the two buses

RESIDENTS OF Shildon 
familiar with its railway 
past will be aware of the 
important role the town 
played in the story of the 
first steam hauled pas-
senger railway journey 
which, commissioned by 
the Stockton & Darlington 

Railway company, set out 
from the Masons Arms on 
27th of September 1825. 

This was one of the 
most significant events in 
world transport history in 
that it heralded easy and 
affordable long distance 
travel for the masses.

It also accelerated the 
pace of the Industrial Rev-
olution, with engines built 
in Shildon being among 
some of the first to haul 
passengers and freight on 
railways across the globe.

It’s rare that any town 
holds the distinction of 

being a ‘first’ for some-
thing that groundbreak-
ing, and of course Shildon 
went on to become the 
world’s first railway indus-
trial town. 

By virtue of that fact, in 
less than five years’ time 
there will be a unique, 
once in a generation, 
opportunity to remind the 
world, and ourselves, of 
Shildon’s historic impor-
tance in the world, along-
side other locations on 
the Stockton & Darlington 
company route. 

Many readers will 
remember the exhibition 
of locomotives and rolling 
stock and Grand Steam 
Cavalcade that was com-
missioned to celebrate 
the 150th Anniversary in 
1975, an occasion that 
saw visitors from all over 
the world flock to Shildon.

A question being whis-
pered now is what will 
happen as part of this 
next, and arguably more 
significant milestone of 
the 200th Anniversary 
which is due to happen in 
September 2025? 

Much has changed in the 
town since 1975 in that it 
no longer hosts what was 
once British Rail’s largest 
rail wagon works and all 
the rail infrastructure that 
came with it. 

WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA AT 
SHILDON RAILWAY INSTITUTE

Shildon Railway Institute is inviting residents to an open  community meeting to discuss 
ideas on how the town should celebrate the bicentenary of the railways. 

THIS FEBRUARY marked 
the 30th year of being for 
the Shildon Community 
Bus service, which is run 
entirely by volunteers. 

This significant achieve-
ment has passed quietly 
by as ‘the bus people’ 
have just got on with the 
job of providing com-
munity transport for the 
people of Shildon and the 
surrounding area. 

The organisation trains 
drivers to DVLA MIDAS 
standard and groups that 
affiliate with the service 
can apply for their own 
driver to be trained at no 
cost, which means that 
they do not have to rely 
on the pool of volunteer 
drivers. 

“We can never have 
too many volunteers for 
administration or drivers 
for the two buses,” said 
acting secretary, Clare 
Midgley, “one of which is 
accessible to wheelchair 
users. 

COMMUNITY BUS  
CELEBRATES 30 
YEARS SERVICE 
TO SHILDON

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an optional 
photograph. For more 
information call 01388 775896 
or email crier@swd.news.

SMALL JOBS EXPERT
LOCAL PLUMBER 

CALL JOE FOR A FREE  
QUOTATION AND  

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ON 

UNDERTAKING ALL THE 
SMALL JOBS THAT BIG 

COMPANIES DON’T WANT 
FROM DRIPPING TAPS TO 

BROKEN TOILETS

07535 362591

Wanted
Vinyl LPs. Rock, Psych, 
Prog, Punk, Ska, Funk. All 
considered. Genuine private 
collector. Good prices paid.  
07873 647342.

FOUR LUCKY winners 
scooped a share of the 
£950 Shildon Supporters 
Club lottery jackpot last 
weekend after correctly 
matching the six num-
bers drawn on Sunday 8th 
March.

The numbers out of the 
bag were 2,3,4,6,7 and 9 
with Rachel Allen, Tom 

Clegg, Tommy Newbold 
and John Williams all 
receiving £237.50.

Next week the draw 
reverts to 6 numbers from 
20 with a jackpot of £400 
available for correctly 
matching the numbers, 
which will be drawn at the 
football ground social club 
on Sunday 15th March.

FOUR SCOOP LOTTO JACKPOT

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements

Patrick Clarkson
6.2.20

Gillian and Stephen would 
like to thank all friends and 
neighbours for the lovely 
cards and flowers sent on 
the sad death of Patrick. 

He will be greatly missed. 
Thank you to Carol, Tony 

and Kathy for all their help 
and care. Also thank you to 
Gibsons, medics and Vicar 

for their help and care.
Thank you all once again.

Kitching
The family of the late 

Dennis Kitching would like 
to express their sincere 
thanks to all relatives, 

friends and neighbours for 
their kindness during their 

recent bereavement.
Also for the cards 

of condolence and 
the donations to the 

Alzheimer’s Society. Special 
thanks go to Premier Care 
who cared for Dennis over 

the last few years. Also 
special thanks goes to 

Catherine and Harry March 
for all they have done for 
Dennis. Also we wish to 

thank Rev’d Andy Bryer for 
the beautiful service and 

to Kevan Stone and staff at 
Gibson’s Funeral Service for 
their support and handling 

the service and burial.

Black
The family of the late 

Jason Black wish to thank 
relatives, friends and 

neighbours for their kind 
messages of sympathy, 
flowers and donations 

for the benefit of Bishop 
Auckland Butterwick 

Hospice. A special thank 
you to Jason’s carers, 
especially Annemarie 

Louise Julia, Stephanie, 
Ellie, Norma, Dawn and 
Nicola who throughout 

Jason’s illness have been 
truly amazing. 

Many thanks to Emma 
Connon for a comforting 
service and to Kevan and 

the staff of Gibson’s Funeral 
Services for whom nothing 

was too much trouble. 
Thanks also to district 
nurses, M&M Chemist, 

Bird’s Taxis and to Shildon 
Civic Hall for providing 

refreshments.

Dobson

Friends please meet for 
service at Wear Valley 

Crematorium on Monday 
16th March at 11.30am.

Family flowers only, 
please. Donation in 

memory of Tony can be 
left at the crematorium 
for Macmillan Nurses.

Tony, from Shildon, on 
March 2nd in hospital, 

aged 63 years.
Loving father to Lee 

and Vicky, much loved 
granda to Lillie May, loved 

brother of Elaine and 
Gerald, son to the late 
Joan and Billy Dobson.

Bayles

Will family and friends 
please meet for service 

at the Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon 
on Thursday 19th March 

at 12:30pm. Family 
flowers only please. 

Donations in memory 
of Peter may be left at 
the crematorium for 

Cancer Research UK and 
Headway.

March 6th, passed away 
peacefully in hospital 

with his loving family at 
his side, Peter John of 

Shildon, aged 71 years. 
A very dear partner to 

Marion. A loving dad to 
Peter and Samantha. Also 

a beloved grandad and 
good friend to many. 

Mother’s Day
Sunday 22nd March

Let your Mum know how much you love 
her with a message in next week’s Crier

Fred Simpson

Love,
Pat & Andrew x

Always in our hearts and 
thoughts

16th March 2012

Happy 13th birthday 
Sophie. A teenager at last! 

Have a fantastic day.

Sophie Emma Fletcher

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad, Lauren & 

Grandma xxxx

13th March

Cameron Preston

Love,
Nana, Granda & Granda 

William xxx

Happy birthday  
to our Grandson and  

Great Grandson

Cameron Preston

Love,
Uncle Michael, Auntie Debz, 

Emilia & Hannah xxx

Happy 13th birthday  
to our Nephew and 

Cousin

Happy 13th birthday

Cameron Preston

Love, 
from Mam & Dad xxx

Teenager!

Happy 13th birthday to 
our brother Cameron

Love from  
Reece, Olivia & Frankie xxx
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to reach our £10k target. 
“Huge thanks to every-

one involved in our many 
fundraising activities. 

“We feel proud to have 
supported this great 
cause.”

To kick off a year of 
activities, Dress Down Fri-
day saw the team dress-
ing up as their younger 
selves from the 80s and 
90s, inspired by Alzheim-
er’s Society’s own Flash-
back February campaign. 

This was followed by 
months filled with char-
ity bake sales, a spon-
sored slim and a pyjama 
party, before the staff 
announced their most  
gruelling challenge of the 
year, Shildon to Shore, a 
250-mile journey from 
their Lambton Street, Shil-
don site to Shore Lami-
nates in Perth, Scotland. 

Leaving at 8am on 28th 
June, a team of 20 cyclists 
hit the road to Perth. 

En route, the cyclists 
were met by locals who 
made generous dona-
tions, some even provid-
ing refreshments to keep 
the team pedalling.

 Cycling past some of the 
region’s iconic landmarks, 
such as the Angel of the 

North and Alnwick Castle, 
and battling through chal-
lenging Scottish weather, 
the team completed their 
journey in three days, rais-
ing an outstanding total 
of £7,000 and a combined 
riding total of 5,000 miles.

Determined to reach 
their £10,000 target, in 
September the company 
announced they would 
be completing a 10,000ft 
charity skydive with six of 
their brave members of 
staff volunteering for the 
jump.

Taking the plunge in 
November and Decem-
ber, Hannah Abbott,  
Alan, Sue, Chris, Claire 
and Lindy raised almost 
£4,000 from their sky-
dives, ensuring the  
£10,000 target was well 
and truly smashed.

Another slightly less 
stressful hair-raising 
event took place through-
out November when some 
members of the team took 
part in Movember.

Finally, on December 
13th, the company  pre-
sented Mr Nelson with 
a cheque for £11,686; a 
donation that will make 
a massive difference to 
dementia research.

WILSONART STAFF and 
management have sur-
passed the £10,000 char-
ity fundraising target they 
set for last year.

Launching their goal in 
February last year, the 
team pledged to raise 
£10,000 for the Alzheim-
er’s Society, a charity very 
close to two members of 
staff, John Goldsborough 
and Kevin Allen. 

As the UK’s lead-
ing dementia charity, 
Alzheimer’s Society pro-
vides information,support 
and care to improve the 
lives of people affected 
by dementia as well as 
researching for a cure. 

Nick Jones, Head of 
sales for the company,  
based at Shildon’s Lamb-
ton Street Instustrial 
Estate said: “Last year 
was our biggest fundrais-
ing year yet. 

“Right across the busi-
ness, all our teams have 
got stuck into support for 
the Alzheimer’s Society. 

“Working with Dan Nel-
son, who is community 
fundraiser for the charity, 
and who we met early in 
the year, has been tre-
mendous and provided 
the inspiration we needed 

WILSONART SMASH ALZHEIMER’S 
£10K FUNDRAISING TARGET

Wilsonart staff presented Dan Nelson from the Alzheimer’s Society with a cheque for 
£11,686 from their fundraising efforts throughout the year.

THE COUNTY Durham 
Wellbeing For Life ser-
vice, in partnership with 
housing provider, livin, is 
set to run a free four-week 
practical cooking course 
at Jubilee Fields Commu-
nity Centre from Tuesday 
17th March.

The One Pot Wonders 
Cooking Course will 
introduce quick and easy 
recipes saving time and 
money and while on the 
course, ingredients will be 
provided. 

The weekly cooking ses-
sions will take place on 
Tuesdays 17th, 24th and 

31st March, with the final 
session on 7th April. 

All sessions are for two 
hours, running from 12 
noon until 2pm. 

Participants will pre-
pare, cook and, best of 
all, taste everything cre-
ated. 

For more details or to 
book a place on the free 
course, contact Emma 
Lenton on 07795 266884.

For more information on 
the County Durham Well-
being For Life service, 
visit their social media 
pages on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

WELLBEING ONE POT 
WONDERS COOKING COURSE 

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience
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AS THE bicentenary of 
the railway approaches, 
readers who remember 
the 150th anniversary 
celebrations in Shildon 
may be interested in pur-
chasing a short movie of 
the event, filmed by local 
resident Aubrey Clitheroe. 

The nostalgic film shows 
the celebrations at the 
wagon works as many of 
the world’s most famous 
trains and engines gath-
ered, as well as the car-
nival celebrations in the 
town, with myriad floats 

SHILDON’S 150TH CELEBRATION 
CAPTURED ON NOSTALGIC DVD

A still from Aubrey Clitheroe’s nostalgic film of the 150th 
anniversary of the railways at Shildon.

passing along Byerley 
Road. 

Perhaps you will recog-
nise yourself or a member 
of your family in the foot-
age?

A limited number of 
DVDs are available for 
purchase from the Town 
Crier offices for just £5.

To purchase a DVD, just 
pop in to the Town Crier’s 
offices on the first floor at 
Shildon Town Council.

The office is open Mon-
day-Friday from 9am until 
5pm.

now about the kind of 
community celebrations 
we’d like to see,” he said.

“That could help to 
ensure the best outcome 
for Shildon and its people. 

“We could become 
active stakeholders, 
involved in shaping the 
plans and their execution. 

“Additionally there are 
organisations looking to 
advance more material 
developments ahead of 
2025. 

“It would be good if 
Shildon could hear more 
about that, and if those 
organisations could hear 
the voice of this commu-
nity too.”

With that in mind, the 
Shildon Heritage Alliance 
CIC has organised a com-
munity meeting entitled 
2025 Bicentenary: Shil-
don - What’s The Big Idea? 
taking place from 7pm to 
9pm on Wednesday 18th 
March in the main hall at 
Shildon Railway Institute, 
and to help understand 
that wider context around 
a community celebration, 
a number of speakers 
have been engaged. 

The meeting will hear 
from Richard Starrs, 
Project Manager for the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway Heritage Action 
Zone; Trish Pemberton, of 
the Friends of the Stock-
ton & Darlington Railway, 
which includes sub-

groups such as the Brus-
selton Incline Group and 
Sarah Price, Head of Loco-
motion, the National Rail-
way Museum at Shildon. 

There will also be an 
update from the Save Our 
Stute campaign relating 
to ambitions for the Rail-
way Institute.

“It’s important that Shil-
don people have a voice 
at the meeting too,” said 
Dave, “so we’ll be making 
lots of opportunity for peo-
ple to put across their own 
thoughts and questions. 

“It’s an open meeting, 
so anyone interested or 
with something to say can 
come along, but we’ve 
directly invited a num-
ber of representatives of 
community groups too. 

“There may be some 
that may not have heard 
from us yet, and we’d love 
it if they too would like to 
come along.” 

“The meeting is hope-
fully just the beginning of 
this community dialogue 
and plan that will continue 
in the build up to 2025, 
but it should begin to give 
some idea as to what the 
events of that year could 
look like and we hope that 
it will get people excited 
and wanting to be a part 
of the journey.” 

Seating availability is 
limited so seating will 
be on a first come first 
served basis.

Perhaps more signifi-
cantly though, Shildon is 
today the home of Loco-
motion, the branch of the 
National Railway Museum 
and part of the Science 
Museum Group. 

With that context, what 
might the celebrations in 
2025 look like?

This question has been 
on the mind of Dave 
Reynolds, a serving Town 
Councillor and director of 
the recently formed Shil-
don Heritage Alliance, a 
volunteer-led Community 
Interest Company (CIC) 
formed principally to 
support a renovation of 
Shildon Railway Institute, 
but also to help champion 
Shildon’s heritage claims. 

“Shildon, despite its 
tourist highlights, some-
times expressed itself in 
the voices of residents, 
often mistakenly, as if it 
hasn’t got much going for 
it,” said Cllr Reynolds.

“But it has a brilliant 
story to tell and to use to 
its advantage, and 2025 
is a superb opportunity to 
put that back in the spot-
light. 

“I felt that rather than 
wait to find out in 2025 
what kind of community 
celebration might be 
served up for Shildon, we 
should instead have com-
munity conversations 

WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA AT 
SHILDON RAILWAY INSTITUTE

The first ever passenger railway journey set off from Shildon’s Mason’s Arms (background) on 
27th September 1825, heralding a new age in transportation that would change the world.

GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

AREA DEMONSTRATOR, 
Marie Bradley from Sel-
ston in Nottinghamshire, 
presents an evening of 
flower arranging under 
the seasonal title, Waiting 
for Another Spring, at Shil-
don Civic Hall on Monday, 
6th April at 7.30pm.

The demonstration is 
free to members and £5 
for visitors.

There will be a selection 
of stalls to peruse and the 
bar will be open.

All arrangements will be 
raffled for club funds at 
the end of the evening.

WAITING FOR ANOTHER 
SPRING WITH FLOWER CLUB

To advertise in the
Shildon & District Town Crier
and its sister papers, 
the Bishop Press, 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 
and Spennymoor News 
T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: crier@swd.news

FROM PAGE 1
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9:30am-3:30pm
 

Bishop Auckland Market Place
New monthly 

produce and craft market
 THURSDAY 26TH MARCH

THURSDAY 30TH APRIL
THURSDAY 28TH MAY

For more  information on
 future market dates, trading at or

visiting the Full Moon and/or
Farmers' and Producers' markets

please contact 
James at

James@durhammarkets.co.uk
Bishop Auckland 

Market
Full Moon Street

Food Markets

“The majority of the lit-
ter was discarded drinks 
bottles and cans, sweet 
wrappers, pot noodle 
pots, used nappies, car-
rier bags and so on, said 
Cllr Quinn, adding, “Why 
have we become so lazy? 

“Please take your litter 
home and help keep the 
environment free from 
litter.

“The next litter pick 

will be along the bypass, 
which has been requested 
by one of the volunteers. 

“Anyone wishing to join 
us for a feeling of accom-
plishment and plenty of 
fresh air can meet at the 
allotment site at the end 
of South Street, at 9.30am 
on Saturday 4th April.

“Thank you to everyone 
who helped with the litter 
pick.”

THE MARCH litter pick 
saw Community Vol-
unteers join Council-
lor Shirley Quinn at the 
Scouts Field and West 
Road area. 

Ann and Alan Lawson, 
Clare Bremner, 8-year-
old Laura Mensforth and 
Councillor Dave Reynolds 
collected 15 bags of litter 
which were removed by 
Shildon Town Council. 

LITTER PICKERS CLEAN UP 
Cllr Shirley Quinn was joined on the litter pick at the Scouts Field and West Road by Clare 
Bremner, Laura Mensforth (8), Ann and Alan Lawson and, taking the photo, Cllr David Reynolds.

ACTIVITIES COORDINATOR 
at Redworth House, San-
dra Baynham says craft 
sessions help improve 
residents’ confidence and 
helps the ladies and gents 
feel motivated by doing 
something fun. 

PAPIER MACHE CRAFT 
AT REDWORTH HOUSE

Redworth Road resident, Elaine enjoyed working with glue 
and paper to make papier mache crafts last week.

Last week, resident, 
Elaine enjoyed papier 
mache craft, pasting blue 
tissue paper with glue 
onto a bowl. 

Elaine says she chose 
blue as it is her favourite 
colour.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

GREENFIELD ARTS is cel-
ebrating its 20th birthday 
by announcing its new 
summer programme, 
brimming with opportuni-
ties and possibilities.  

The activities include pro-
jects, specialist courses, 
exhibitions and activities 
for adults and young peo-
ple that encourage and 
support creativity.  

Arts and Communica-
tion Co-ordinator, Laura 
Towns said: “We are 
delighted to welcome art-
ist-in-residence Bethan 
Maddocks, who will be 
holding creative commu-
nity drop-in sessions and 
holding inspiring interven-
tions with students and 
our Cree group, which will 
culminate in a new exhibi-
tion inspired by her resi-
dency.”

There are a host of 
opportunities for young 
people to get involved in 
with free Can Create craft 
sessions, the regular art 
club and summer holiday 
activities and exhibitions.  

Students from Green-
field Community College 
will be demonstrating a 
wealth of creativity in their 
own exhibition, showcas-

EXPLORE CREATIVE POSSIBILITIES 
AT GREENFIELD ARTS

Greenfield Arts has launched its 2020 summer programme.

ing painting, photography 
and design.

The specialist pro-
gramme offers the 
chance to explore paint-
ing, cyanotype, sketch-
book skills and welcomes 
tutor, David Taylor, for 
a new creative thinking 
course.

Popular favourites such 
as Spanish and yoga will 
return and there will be 
an opportunity to be part 
of a creative forum with a 
self-led community group 
supported by artist Shar-
ron Bates.  

“These are just a few of 
the many opportunities 
available in an exciting 
summer programme that 
celebrates Greenfield 
Arts, challenge percep-
tions and embraces pos-
sibility,” said Laura. 

To find out more infor-
mation and to reserve 
your place online for 
courses and activities 
just check out the web-
site www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk or email info@
greenfield-arts.co.uk.

You can also contact the 
friendly Greenfield Arts 
team by phone on 01325 
379048. 

skills, confidence and 
independence.

Carol Gaskarth, PCP’s 
Chief Executive said: “We 
are extremely grateful to 
the numerous local cham-
pions like the Busy Bees 
that continue to support 
our charity through dona-
tions and volunteering. 

“Their generosity ena-
bles us deliver a range 
of activities to support 

health, wellbeing and 
learning for all to our local 
communities. 

“If you would like to sup-
port PCP please contact 
us at the Pioneering Care 
Centre, Carer’s Way, New-
ton Aycliffe, DL5 4SF. 

“You can call us on 
01325 321234,  email us 
at enquiries@pcp.uk.net 
and visit our website at 
www.pcp.uk.net.”

SHILDON’S BUSY Bees 
have made a flying visit 
to Health and Wellbeing 
charity Pioneering Care 
Partnership (PCP) in 
Newton Aycliffe to gift 
two donations. 

The diligent ladies, who 
regularly raise money for 
local causes, brought two 
cheques totalling £500.

£300 was for PCP’s 
‘Dive In’ appeal, which is 
raising money to refur-
bish PCP’s Hydrotherapy 
Pool. 

The pool has been in 
operation now for over 
twenty years and is a life-
line for many people, pro-
viding therapeutic ben-
efits including reducing 
muscle and nerve prob-
lems; improving sleep 
disorders; and reducing 
stress. 

A further cheque of 
£200 was donated to  
Options, a day service 
that supports adults with 
learning and physical dis-
abilities, providing 68 day 
places. 

The service helps mem-
bers to develop everyday 

BUSY BEES MAKE AT BUZZ AT PCP
Users at Pioneering Care Partnership’s Options day care service were buzzing after the 
Busy Bees presented them with a cheque for £200. 

“If you are looking for a 
volunteer role and would 
like to have an informal 
chat about what it would 
entail, please leave your 
details at the Bus Office, 
Methodist Church Hall, 
Shildon,” she added.

“We are open between 
9.30am and 12 noon every 
weekday. 

“You can also call us on 
01388 773666 and leave a 
message.”

COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE 
CELEBRATES 30 YEARS

Shildon Community Bus service has been running for 30 years.

Clare will contact any-
one interested in volun-
teering for an informal 
discussion about the 
organisation and the roles 
available. 

“If you are a group or 
association that would 
like to use our transport 
services, please talk to 
us about affiliation,” said 
Clare. 

“We are here to serve the 
community but also need 
the community’s help to 
provide this service.

FROM PAGE 1
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SHILDON’S RAINBOWS is 
the perfect Friday after-
school club for young 
Shildon girls aged 5-7 
years. 

The Rainbows meet 
at St John’ Church from 
4.45-6pm and take part in 
many fun and educational 
activities and adventures.

All the activities com-
bined are known as the 
Rainbow Jigsaw, with 
each piece helping the 
girls develop in core areas 
of their lives.

Rainbow leaders 
encourage girls to look 
around them and learn 
about their own environ-
ment, each other and their 
community. 

They also help them 
understand that they are 
part of a wider world and 
learn about festivals from 
other cultures.

Rainbows learn through 
a range of activities, such 
as crafts, recipes, games 
and visiting interesting 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME TO 
JOIN SHILDON’S RAINBOWS

The 4th Shildon Rainbows recently helped raise £100 to 
save animals endangered by Australia’s wildfires. 

places. They might get 
talks by representatives 
of local causes or visits 
from police officers and 
other professionals and 
experts.

They have lots of fun. 
Their meetings involve 
games, songs, parties, 
celebrations, making a 
mess and maybe their 
very first sleepover.

Through Rainbows, girls 
learn about caring and 
sharing with family and 
friends, working together, 
fair play, and being con-
siderate and helpful to 
others.

Any girls who are inter-
ested are invited to go 
along to St John’s on a 
Friday afternoon to take 
part.

Rainbows is the first 
step into Girl Guiding and  
girls can continue their 
progression at St John’s 
after the age of 7 years by 
joining the Brownies for 
ages 7-10.  

from people’s homes, 
diary excerpts and a 
specially commissioned 
monologue by writer Cat-
rina McHugh MBE. 

From 2nd March to 24th 
April, Home Alone will be 
performed in eight librar-
ies across County Dur-
ham. 

Cllr Joy Allen, Cabinet 
member for transforma-
tion, culture and tourism, 
said: “Home Alone is an 
exhibition which high-
lights an important issue 
and is a performance 
that always proves pop-
ular with audiences in 
whatever location it is 
installed. 

“Sharon’s exhibition is 
a creative and engaging 
way to approach a diffi-
cult topic and gives us 
a chance to experience 
some fascinating and 

moving tales from inspir-
ing people, drawing peo-
ple together to hear the 
untold stories of older 
generations.

“Home Alone’s tour 
fittingly coincides with 
International Women’s 
Day, on 8th March, help-
ing to highlight women’s 
achievements while rais-
ing awareness for the 
struggles older women 
may face.” 

The exhibition will be at 
Shildon Library from 6th 
to 9th April.

There will be other 
opportunities to see the 
exhibition at other librar-
ies across the county 
from 2nd March until 24th 
April. 

For more information 
about upcoming library 
events, visit durham.gov.
uk/libraries.

AN OLDER woman sits 
in her living room, alone. 
She speaks about her 
day-to-day experience, an 
experience that a growing 
number of older people in 
our communities face.  

For eight months, artist 
Sharon Bailey has visited 
older people who live by 
themselves, stuck in their 
home for long periods of 
time. 

She travelled across 
Newcastle, Gateshead 
and East Durham listen-
ing to their stories and 
documenting their lives.

Her exhibition, entitled 
Home Alone, which was 
commissioned by Dur-
ham County Council and 
brings these untold sto-
ries out of the home and 
into public spaces, will 
be performed at Shildon 
Library next month.

With a living room as 
the set, the performance 
focuses on an older 
woman sitting alone as 
she speaks to audiences 
about her day-to-day life, 
using homely props to tell 
her story.

As well as the perfor-
mance area, Home Alone 
includes photographs 

EXHIBITION TELLS UNTOLD STORIES 
OF ISOLATED GENERATION

A performance from Sharon Bailey’s Home Alone exhibition.

Pass + 
Driving School
30 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

BISHOP AUCKLAND MP, 
Dehenna Davison is hold-
ing a constituency sur-
gery at Shildon Alive, 91 
Church Street on Friday 
20th March from 5pm.

If anyone would like to 
attend the surgery they 

are asked to ring the office 
in advance and book in a 
15 minute appointment to 
avoid disappointment.  

The number to call is 
01388 342022 or email 
the office at dehenna. 
davison.mp@parliament.uk.

MP SURGERY DATES
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And with the Hornets 
dropping a further two 
points after being held to 
1-1 midweek by Seaham 
Red Star, Shildon now 
hold a two point and one 
game advantage in sec-
ond place. With ten points 
between them and fourth 
place North Shields, and 
with games running out, 
Shildon are strong favour-
ites to move up the pyra-
mid to Step Four for the 
first time in their history.

Meanwhile, Shildon pro-
gressed to the semi-finals 
of the League Cup after a 
comfortable 4-1 home win 
over Division Two leaders 
West Allotment Celtic on 
Tuesday evening.

A Michael Sweet brace 
and goals from Zak 
Atkinson and Billy Greu-
lich-Smith ensured Shil-
don’s place in last four. 

This weekend,  Shildon 
visit mid-table Sunder-
land RCA on league duty. 

SHILDON AFC took a 
giant step towards auto-
matic promotion from the  
Northern League when 
they completed the dou-
ble over promotion rivals, 
Hebburn Town at the 
weekend.

A penalty kick converted 
by Billy Greulich-Smith 
midway through the first 
half proved the difference 
between the two sides 
occupying second and 
third place in the table.  

Shildon travelled to the 
Energy Check Sports 
Ground with the advan-
tage of a solitary goal 
separating the sides in 
the league table and the 
match proved equally as 
tight as their relative posi-
tions suggested.

The breakthrough came 
when Shildon broke up a 
spell of Hebburn pressure 
and player manager, Dan-
iel Moore set Joe Posthill 
away down the right flank. 

The diminutive forward 
jinked inside before flash-
ing the ball across the 
box.

Greulich-Smith was 
first to the deflected ball 
before being dumped to 
the ground by the out-
rushing Hebburn keeper, 
Mark Foden. 

The Railwaymen’s top 
scorer brushed himself 
down before slamming 
home the game’s decisive 
goal. 

PROMOTION BOOST FOR RAILWAYMEN
Billy Greulich-Smith fires home from the penalty spot at Hebburn. Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

ON SATURDAY, March 
14th, Hackworth parkrun 
will be celebrating its sev-
enth birthday.

The free weekly run, 
which started back in 
2013, will be hitting its 
347th outing on that 
day and since it began it 
has played host to over 
three thousand individ-
ual runners who have 
between them clocked 
up an impressive total of 
83,655km.

Event director, Neil 
Wood said: “Like all 
parkruns across the 
globe, Hackworth parkrun 
is a friendly event where 
anyone can walk, jog or 
run at their own pace. 

“It’s not a race, it’s a free 
weekly timed run which 
combines fitness and 
social activities. 

“Anyone can take part 
and take from it what they 
want. 

“To help celebrate our 
special day refreshments 
will be served in the Hack-

HACKWORTH PARKRUN TO 
CELEBRATE 7TH BIRTHDAY

Hackworth parkrun celebrates its 7th birthday this weekend.

worth Hub.” 
You can find directions 

to the Hackworth Hub by 
using its What3Words 
address at https://w3w.
co/cuts.silk.insert.

“Everyone is welcome,” 
added Neil, “and as well 
as running there is also 
the opportunity to volun-
teer at parkrun. 

“To make it all work we 
need volunteers every 
week to cover such roles 
as marshals, timekeepers 
and barcode scanners. 

“If you’re interested in 
joining us on March 14th 
or any Saturday then you 
can register on our Hack-
worth parkrun website 
at www.parkrun.org.uk/
hackworth.”

“Please remember to 
print out your barcode 
and bring it with you as 
you won’t get your time 
recorded without it. 

“We look forward to 
seeing you on the 14th, 
whether running or volun-
teering.”

THE NEXT meeting of 
Shildon AFC Support-
ers Club will take place 
on Sunday 29th March 
at 11am at the football 
ground’s social club. 

While all supporters of 
the club are welcome to 
attend, supporters club 
members are particularly 
urged to go along to this 
meeting. 

SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING

SHILDON AFC Over 
40s made sure of being 
crowned champions 
last Saturday with an 
emphatic 7-0 win against 
Sunderland Doxy Lad.

With three points 
required to ensure the 
Division Four trophy 
headed to Dean Street, 
the team made short work 
of the Doxy Lad in a scin-
tillating first half football 
display where the home 
team had no answers.

The scoring got under-
way when Neil Bannister 
fired into the top right 
hand corner after some 
great build up play. 

Like a whirling dervish 
chasing a five pound note 
in the blustery conditions, 
Bannister covered a lot of 
ground in the first half.

The team were fully 
focused, playing a high  

pressing game and the 
goals started to flow.

Top scorer Paul Davis 
added another two to 
his tally, John Stevenson 
notched a brace, and an 
excellent team goal, fin-
ished by David Bullyment, 
ensured the game was 
over by half time. 

Doxy never stopped but 
never really threatened 
the visitors’ goal.

Shildon added their sev-
enth in the second half 
with a well finished effort 
from Carl Dawson cap-
ping off a great display 
with Paul Storey taking 
the Man of the Match 
award.

The champions are back 
on home soil on Saturday 
14th March at Hackworth 
Park with a league game 
against The Philadelphia 
kicking off at 10.30am.

OVER 40S CROWNED CHAMPIONS


