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A SHILDON couple  enjoyed 
a double celebration when 
their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary coincided with 
a special birthday. 

John and Mary Harrison  
tied the knot in 1960, which 
was also Mary’s 20th birth-
day, meaning their Dia-
mond Anniversary fell on 
her 80th birthday.

John was born in Sunny-

brow but moved to Shildon 
when he was twenty, while 
Mary is a born and bred 
Shildoner, having been 
born in Association Street.

After serving time as an 
apprentice fitter at Mar-
shall Richards, John later 
worked at Shildon Wagon 
Works for twenty years 
until its closure in 1984. He 
then ran the VG shop on 

the Jubilee Estate until he 
sold it in 1996. 

Mary left school at 16 and 
started in the North Road 
Offices in Darlington, being 
transferred two years later 
to the BR Offices in Shil-
don. 

She left work when the 
couple started a family in 
1961. 

When their two boys 

Colin and Nigel were older, 
Mary enrolled in Darlington 
Teacher Training College, 
graduating in 1970.

She taught at St John’s 
Primary and got a position 
as deputy head when it 
moved to the new building 
on Jubilee Road, later pro-
gressing to Head Teacher. 

DOUBLE CELEBRATION FOR DIAMOND COUPLE
Shildon Town Mayor, Cllr Peter Quinn joined John and Mary Harrison as they celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary recently, which was also Mary’s 80th birthday. 

“The event takes 
place at 10.30am 
and costs just 
£1. Booking 
is advisable.

SHILDON LIBRARY will 
be hosting a rip-roaring 
book launch with top poet 
and ukulele player, Paul 
Cookson and fab, funny 
illustrator, Liz Million on 
Saturday 7th March.

There will be hilarious 
poems, brilliant drawings 
and a chance to draw car-
toons like a pro. 

The event takes place at 
10.30am and costs just 
£1. Booking is advisable. 

Children under 8 years 
of age must be accom-
panied by an appropriate 
adult.

Meanwhile, the library 
also hosts a regular read-
ing group on the first 
Thursday of every month 
at 2pm, a Discover Digi-
tal group every Thursday 
from 2pm until 4pm and a 
Get Creative group every 
Friday from 10am.

For more information 
on all activities, call the 
library on 03000 269526 
or email shildon.lib@ 
durham.gov.uk.

MEET A POET 
AND AN 
ILLUSTRATOR 
AT SHILDON 
LIBRARY
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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Shildon & District Town 
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held responsible for 
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goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
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full satisfaction. 
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to the best of our 
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

Congratulations

ested in trading at 
the new market are 
encouraged to email  
james@durhammarkets. 
co.uk for further informa-
tion.

The market will be 
operated by DMC 4 Dur-
ham Community Interest 
Company. 

Director, Colin Wil-
kessaid: “We’ve been 
involved in markets in 
Bishop Auckland for a 
couple of years and can 
see the town rapidly 
becoming a destination.  

“Its appeal is widening 
as various attractions 

open around the Market 
Place.  

“With this new market, 
our aim is to attract both 
locals and visitors, giv-
ing them somewhere to 
shop and an opportunity 
to support independent 
businesses and produc-
ers. 

“To help new traders we 
will be supplying stalls 
ready assembled, so 
they don’t need to worry 
about having their own 
stall.”

Mayor of Bishop Auck-
land, Cllr, Joy Allen, 
added: “Since 2013, 

DURHAM MARKETS 
Company is looking for 
businesses to join a new 
monthly craft and pro-
ducers’ market in the 
heart of Bishop Auck-
land.  

Staged between 
9.30am and 3.30pm 
on the last Thursday 
of each month from 
March onwards, the 
market aims to highlight 
the wealth of food and 
drink producers as well 
as artistic and creative 
entrepreneurs based in 
the region.  

Businesses inter-

Wayne Furnell of The Bishop Auckland Cupcake Company, Angela Fielding and Diane 
Alderson from Labyrinth, Mayor of Bishop Auckland, Cllr Joy Allen, James Wilson from 
DMC 4 Durham CIC and Phil Elliott of Breaking Bread.

I’ve been keen to return 
vibrant markets to the 
town and the region.  

“Working with Durham 
Markets Company has 
been a proactive and suc-
cessful partnership, and 
I’m pleased that we have 
developed new plans for 
2020, with the craft and 
producers market a valu-
able addition to the town 
centre calendar.”

Durham Markets Com-
pany will also be con-
tinuing the popular Full 
Moon Street Food Mar-
kets, the family-friendly 
evening markets show-
casing the finest street 
food vendors from the 
North East alongside live 
music performances and 
family entertainment. 

These will be held in 
Bishop Auckland on the 
last Friday of the month 
between 4pm and 9pm.

Any business in the 
local region inter-
ested in joining either 
the craft and produc-
ers’ markets, or the 
Full Moon Street Food 
Markets should email  
james@durhammarkets. 
co.uk for further informa-
tion.

MARKET TO SHOWCASE LOCAL PRODUCERS

Kitching

Will family and friends 
please meet for service at 
Shildon Methodist Church 

on Thursday 5th March 
at 12.30pm, followed by 

private interment. Family 
flowers only please. 

Donations in memory of 
Dennis may, if desired, 
be left in church for the 

Alzheimer’s Society.

February 28th, peacefully 
at home with his loving 

family at his side. Dennis, 
of Shildon, aged 94 years. 
Devoted husband to the 
late Gladys. A very dear 
father of John. Beloved 
grandfather to Nichola 

and Nigel. A loving 
brother to Audrey and the 

late Jack and George. A 
special friend to Kath and 

Harry. Also a dear uncle 
and good friend to many.

Congratulations on 
your Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary. A huge 
thank you for your kind 
donation of £220, which 

was raised on your special 
day, donated to the Busy 

Bees charity.

Mary & John 
Harrison

God bless you both,
Love from the Busy Bees 

Team.

For Sale
Large selection of Royal 
Albert. Offers: Tel 01388 
774378.

Wanted
Part time female carer 
required. Tel: 01388 774378.

BUTTERWICK HOSPICE’S 
annual 10k obstacle run is 
pleased to announce their 
new venue for this year’s 
event. The owners of Dirty 
Dog Air Soft site in Shildon 
have kindly offered the use 
of their site free of charge. 

This site is ideal for the 
event with tracks, woods, 
a ‘container village’, fields, 

NEW SHILDON VENUE FOR 
10K OBSTACLE COURSE

The muddy fun run takes place next month in Shildon.

hills, mud and water. And of 
course lots of challenges 
on the route.

Over 700 people took part 
last year. The event takes 
place on Saturday 21st 
March, is £10 per person 
and open to all. 

Enter online at www. 
butterwick.org.uk/events/ 
10kobstaclecourse.
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

St John’s Curate, Rev’d 
Mark Hudghton.

Before she was 
ordained Rev’d Harris was 
a teacher. 

She taught part time, 
teaching young people 
with temporary medical 
needs across County 
Durham as well as teach-
ing one-to-one maths 
at Greenfield Commu-
nity College in Newton 
Aycliffe. 

She is married to Andy 
and has two grown up 
sons. 

Rev’s Harris said: “I am 
really excited about com-
ing to Shildon. 

“I know you have a 
strong community spirit 
where you look out for 
each other and I am look-
ing forward to getting to 
know people and working 
together in the church and 
the community.”

IT HAS been announced 
at St John’s, Shildon and 
St Mark’s, Eldon that 
Rev’d Carol Harris has 
been appointed as the 
new Vicar. 

Rev’d Harris is currently 
curate of Wheatley Hill, 
Thronley and Wingate 
with Hutton Henry. 

“She is expected to fin-
ish her current post some-
time in May and begin 
with us here in June,” said 

NEW VICAR FOR ST JOHN’S
New Vicar of St John’s, Rev’d Carol Harris with her husband, Andy.

She spent the last dec-
ade of her career at King 
Street Infants in Spen-
nymoor, retiring in 1996 
along with her husband. 

The couple have had 
four homes in the town 
over the years, including 
Alma Road and Eskdale 
Gardens, finally settling in 
Plevna Mews in May last 
year.

As well as pottering in 
his allotment, John, 82, 
enjoyed a pint in the Red 
Lion or Three Tuns, while 
Mary was a treasurer 
for the Parochial Church 
Council at St John’s and 
also began volunteering at 

Shildon Alive when it was 
founded in 2014.

Together they enjoyed 
many a caravan holiday, 
visiting different locations 
every week with caravan 
club rallies. They enjoyed 
the ‘van life so much, they 
eventually invested in their 
own static at Staithes, 
which they frequently 
enjoyed visiting between 
1996 and 2016.

To celebrate their spe-
cial occasion the happy 
couple held a party in the 
Plevna Mews Community 
Lounge for family, friends 
and neighbours, and kindly 
donated all of the money 
gifted to them to the Busy 
Bees fundraising group.

DIAMOND CELEBRATION

This  week  in  History
27 February 1980
The first, and final, 
Grammy for Best Disco 
Recording was awarded 
to Gloria Gaynor’s I 
Will Survive just as the 
musical style was prepar-
ing to die.

1 March 1966
Venera 3, a Soviet probe 
launched from Kazakh-
stan becomes the first 
unmanned spacecraft 
to reach the surface of 
another planet when it 
crash lands on Venus.

28 February 1953
Cambridge University sci-
entists James Watson and 
Francis Crick announce 
that they have deter-
mined the double-helix 
structure of DNA, the 
molecule containing 
human genes.

2 March 1917
In one of history’s 
most famous cases of 
body-snatching, two men 
steal the corpse of the 
revered film star Charlie 
Chaplin from a cemetery 
in the Swiss village of 
Corsier-sur-Vevey.

29 February 1940
Hattie McDaniel becomes 
the first African American 
actress or actor ever to 
receive an Oscar for her 
Best Supporting Actress 
portrayal of Mammy in 
Gone with the Wind.

3 March 1887
Anne Sullivan begins 
teaching six-year-old 
Helen Keller, who lost her 
sight and hearing after a 
severe illness at the age of 
19 months. Keller would 
become a famous public 
speaker and author.

FROM PAGE 1
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Council on spare land 
behind the Civic Hall.

 Les’s grandson, Michael 
Wilkinson and his Grand-
daughter-in-law, Laura 
Carter have taken over 
the business since Les’s 
retirement and continue 
to modernise the shop, 
implementing electronic 

payments and introducing 
new stock. 

Les said: “I would like 
to say thank you to Shil-
don Town and Sedgefield 
Borough Council for their 
help over the years and 
of course to Michael and 
Laura for taking the Guild 
into the 21st century.”

surveyors office in Burke 
Street and, in March 
1980, forty years ago next 
month, the Guild started 
trading. 

Since then, the Guild 
has had numerous head-
quarters as its premises 
succumbed to ‘progress’,  
each being demolished to 

make way for new devel-
opments; first the Burke 
St office, then the nearby 
Old Depot garage, fol-
lowed by portacabins in 
the Civic Hall Square. 

When the portacabins 
were removed, the Guild 
was offered purpose-built  
premises by the Town 

GARDEN GUILD CONTINUES TO GROW 40 YEARS ON

Lesley Iddon, who founded the Shildon Gardens and Allotments Guild 40 years ago, with grandson Michael, who has taken 
over its running in the last year.

Shildon Gardens 
& Allotments Guild
40th Anniversary
Sunday 8th March 2020

10% DISCOUNT FOR NEXT SUNDAY ONLY
(Sunday 8th March)

Open 8am till 11.30am
Cupcakes and a brew for all! 

LESLEY IDDON was sec-
retary of the Sunnydale 
Allotment in 1978 when 
he saw an advert in the 
paper about a new shop in 
Darlington selling garden 
material. 

He travelled through to 
buy some items for him-
self but other plot hold-
ers were interested and 
he ended up selling his 
excess goods to them. 

At the time, Les worked 
in the Wheel Shop office 
at Shildon Wagon Works. 

A worker there told Les 
about another garden 
shop in Newton Aycliffe 
which was based on the 
allotments. 

 Suddenly an idea was 
born and, after conversa-
tion with Cllr Walter Nunn, 
a meeting was arranged 
in September 1979 during 
which Les was appointed 
secretary, Cllr Nunn chair-
man and Tony Howard 
as treasurer of the newly 
formed Shildon Gardens 
and Allotments Guild. 

The borough council 
offered the new group 
two rooms in the former 
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
HOUSE TO LET

Ring for details
07718 185427

Two-bed house in 
Byerley Rd, Shildon. 

Near school.
£360 pcm

their language skills and 
why the French celebrate 
their very own pancake 
day!

Modern Foreign Lan-
guage subject leader, Mrs 
Welsh said: “What a fan-
tastic few weeks 7W have 
had in French, they have 
used the skills they have  
been learning over the 
past few months and put 

all their research together 
into a presentation which 
they shared with the 
whole class.  

“The presentations were 
of a very high standard, 
well done to all involved”.

The students were able 
to learn new skills, gain 
confidence and progress 
their ability to be self-led 
learners, all attributes 

STUDENTS AT Green-
field Community College 
have been working inde-
pendently to learn more 
about French culture, in 
particular exploring the 
celebration of La Chan-
deleur which has taken 
place this month. 

The studies have helped 
them find out more about 
French culture, improved 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS EXCEL AT 
CULTURAL PRESENTATION

Greenfield Community College students have been learning about French culture.

that support their overall 
learning experience at 
Greenfield.

Greenfield Community 
College offer a broad 
and balanced curricu-
lum.  Modern Foreign 
Languages play an impor-
tant role in learning and 
supporting students to 
develop their literacy 
skills. 

A COMMUNITY litter pick 
is taking place on Saturday 
7th March, meeting at the 
bus stop opposite West 
Close at 9.30am.

Councillor Shirley Quinn 
would love to see members 
of the community to help 
with this highlighted area, 
chosen by local residents.

COMMUNITY 
LITTER PICK

RESIDENTS IN Teesdale 
Walk who play the Post-
code Lottery enjoyed a 
lucky windfall last week, 
with each resident win-
ning £1,000 for each 
ticket played!

LOTTERY 
WINDFALL FOR 
TEESDALE WALK 
RESIDENTS

DUE TO the upturn in busi-
ness and thanks to fund-
raising efforts of the Save 
Our Stute campaign, you 
can now pay by card at 
the Railway Institute.

A spokesperson said: 
“The new card reader is a 
modest investment in the 
grand scheme of things, 
but one that we expect to 
be of great benefit to the 
business and customers 
alike.”

PAY BY CARD 
AT THE STUTE

THE NEXT Citizens 
Advice session will take 
place on Wednesday 4th 
March, between 10am- 
and 1pm at Shildon Town 
Council offices.

No appointment is nec-
essary, simply call in for 
advice on benefits, hous-
ing, debt and more. Visit 
www.citizensadvice.org.
uk for more info.

CITIZENS 
ADVICE SESSION

IN AN effort to provide 
easier ways to book rail 
journeys, Bishop Auck-
land Railway Station has 
more than tripled staffing 
over the past few months.  

Bishop Trains, who man-
age the independent rail 
travel centre at the sta-
tion has employed all of 
their staff from the local 

community, most straight 
from school.  

Luke Holmes, Head of 
Community Relations at 
Bishop Trains said: “In 
addition to the counter 
service provided at the 
station, customers can 
now book their rail jour-
ney from the comfort of 
their own home by simply 

calling the travel centre 
on 01388 661394. 

“This is an exciting 
addition to our services 
which we are certain will 
increase our already high 
customer satisfaction. 

“Rail fares can often be 
difficult to understand, 
therefore our new tele-
phone sales line provides 

the opportunity for any-
one in the UK to speak 
to a rail tickets specialist 
who can advise on the 
best and cheapest way to 
travel.”

For more information, 
visit www.ba-rail.co.uk or 
call 01388 661394.

TRAIN STATION TRIPLES STAFF TO 
TAKE BOOKINGS BY PHONE
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GUTTER 
CLEANING

Gutters & Downpipes Cleaned
No Ladders Used

Soffits, fascias & 
conservatories cleaned

Gutters repaired and/or renewed

07519 376870
(local)

Pass + 
Driving School
30 yea rs expe ri ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

“You never think some-
thing like this would hap-
pen to you, but it did, and 
it was petrifying. 

“I am having ongoing 
treatment for my burns, 
which is really painful. 
The burns on my leg have 
caused nerve damage and 
so may never fully heal. 
However, I am lucky that 
my face didn’t get burned.

“What happened to me 
should be a warning to 
other people of how dan-
gerous stealing wheelie 
bins and setting fire to 
them is – just don’t do it.”

Her mother, Rachel, 
added: “It is every parent’s 
worst nightmare. The last 
thing you expect is your 
child to come home from 
being out with her friends 
with serious injuries. 

“I would urge people to 
just double check where 
they are storing their 
wheelie bins, and ensure 
they are locked away 
somewhere safe so they 
cannot be stolen.”

Durham Neighbourhood 
Inspector Andrea Arthur 
said: “If you suspect your 
child may be involved in 
this, please intervene and 
advise them that taking 
wheelie bins is theft and 
burning them is arson. 
Both of these crimes 
will get them a criminal 
record.

“As this case has shown, 
setting fire to wheelie bins 
can be very dangerous 
and potentially lethal.

“We would also urge 
residents to keep wheelie 
bins out of sight and 
locked away if possible.”  

David Cuthbertson, 
Arson Reduction and 
Young People Team 
Leader from County Dur-
ham and Darlington Fire 
and Rescue Service, said: 
“Our firefighters regularly 
attend deliberate fires 
involving refuse. 

“Setting fires deliber-
ately is a criminal offence 
but it is also extremely 
dangerous, not only for 
the individuals involved 
in setting the fires, but for 
the emergency services 
who respond to them.   

“There are actions the 
local community can take 
to help. We would encour-
age residents to make 
their bins as secure as 
possible and only present 
them on the morning of 
collection and take them 
in at the end of the day. 

“If residents have any 
additional rubbish, we 
recommend using a local 
household waste recy-
cling centre to dispose of 
their rubbish and only use 
reputable waste removal 
companies. 

“We are determined 
to tackle deliberate fire 
crime and would ask any-
one with any information 
to call Firestoppers anon-
ymously on 0800 169 
5558 or report online by 
visiting www.firestoppers-
report.co.uk”.

A TEENAGER is warning 
of the dangers of burning 
stolen wheelie bins after 
she was left with serious 
burns from molten plastic.   

Hannah Armstrong was 
out with some friends 
in woodland in Durham 
when one of the group 
decided to set fire to a 
stolen wheelie bin to keep 
warm.

The 16-year-old was 
stood near the bin when 
a younger boy began 
jumping on it to set it 
alight, sending splashes 
of molten plastic towards 
the teenager which cov-
ered her legs, hair and 
hand.

The plastic also set fire 
to the teenager’s jeans 
and she dropped to the 
floor, desperately trying to 
put the flames out.

She was taken to Uni-
versity Hospital of North 
Durham where she was 
admitted for emergency 
surgery. 

Her shoes, which had 
become stuck to her feet, 
had to be cut off, along 
with her jeans and coat.

She was later trans-
ferred to Newcastle’s 
Royal Victoria Infirmary 
for further treatment, 
where she remained for 
three days.    

Hannah said: “It was ter-
rifying - I was screaming 
in agony and could see my 
skin was bubbling. I also 
think I went into shock as I 
suddenly felt very cold.

TEENAGER WARNS OF DANGERS OF 
BURNING STOLEN WHEELIE BINS

Hannah Armstrong’s received severe burns from molten plastic on her ankle, leg and hand. 

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

4th Shildon Rainbows and Brownies wanted to help their 
Guiding family in Australia after the devastating bush 
fires.The girls decided to embark on a fundraising drive 
and managed to raise the fantastic sum of £100 for this 
worthy cause. The Brownies are pictured above with their 
fundraising cheque.

A SERVICE of remem-
brance for babies who 
have died before or soon 
after birth will take place 
on Wednesday 4th March 
at St Cuthbert’s Church in 
North Road, Durham.

The service will begin at 
7pm and will be followed 
by simple refreshments. 

Families who have lost 
a baby in any way, but 
especially those who 
have suffered a miscar-
riage, stillbirth, or neo-
natal loss are invited to 
attend to remember their 
baby. 

During the service the 
names of the babies to be 
remembered will be read, 
and there will be oppor-

tunity for families to light 
candles in memory of 
their babies. 

The annual service is 
organised and led by the 
chaplaincy team at Uni-
versity Hospital of North 
Durham on behalf of 
County Durham and Dar-
lington NHS Foundation 
Trust and is supported by 
Co-op Funeralcare.  

This year the Reverend 
Dr John Claydon, the 
regional pastoral minister 
in the Baptist Church, will 
be in attendance and will 
lead a time of reflection

For more information 
please contact Reverend 
Kevin Tromans on: 0191 
333 2183.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL 
SERVICE FOR BABIES
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THE LICENSING ACT 2003

Notice of application for a New Premises Licence. 
Co-operative Group Food Limited has applied for a 
new premises licence at Redworth Road/Dale Road, 
Shildon DL4 2JP (Shildon Motor Company) for the sale 
of alcohol for consumption off the premises Mon-Sun 
06:00-23:00. Conditions will apply.
Representations should be made in writing by the 
28th day of February 2020 to Durham County Council, 
EHCP (Licensing) PO Box 617, Durham DH1 9HZ 
(www.durham.gov.uk).
Details of the above application may be inspected at 
the Council’s address given above during the Council’s 
normal office hours, details of which may be obtained 
from the council. 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with an application 
and the maximum fine for which carries a person is 
liable on conviction for this offence is an unlimited 
fine.
WARD HADAWAY www.wardhadaway.com/licensing

The materials pro-
vide a more water-re-
sistant surface, which 
reduces the risks from 
the freeze-thaw actions 
which cause potholes. 
It is also less likely to 
crack, is more resistant 
to wear and tear, and is 
less likely to distort in 
hot weather. 

The new road surface 
is expected to last longer 
than traditional materi-
als and when the road 
surface needs replac-
ing, the materials can be 
reprocessed and used 
again.

Mark Readman, the 
council’s highway ser-
vices manager, said: 
“The use of recycled 
tyre crumb is not a new 
innovation but mixing 
recycled plastics and the 
waste tyre crumb is, and 
we believe these are the 
first trials in the UK to 
use both waste plastic 
and waste rubber.

“From now on, a typi-
cal single truck load of 
surfacing material will 
include the equivalent 
of approximately 1,064 
plastic bags and 51 car 
tyres.

“Over the coming 
months we will continue 
to work closely with 
Rainton Construction to 
develop new initiatives 
and look to find differ-
ent ways to incorpo-
rate waste products to 
improve the surfacing 
mix.”

Dave Elliott, Rainton 

Constructions managing 
director, said: “It is great 
for us as a business to 
have a partner like Dur-
ham County Council who 
is as passionate as we 
are about the re-use of 
end of life wastes, which 
are sourced locally 
and would normally be 
disposed of. We have 
already developed a 
range of asphalt mate-
rials through our group 
company Tynedale 
Roadstone, utilising 
plastic waste and are 
now blending the same 
with rubber crumb waste 
which has added bene-
fits to the materials.

“We have and will con-
tinue to invest in the 
development of these 
products in order to max-
imise our findings and 
obtain the best values 
both economically and 
environmentally., To this 
end we have installed 
test and development 
equipment at our Bar-
ton Laboratories and 
this is giving Tynedale 
Roadstone an advanced 
understanding of these 
waste products.

“Going forward we will 
continue to look at new 
ideas and resources to 
maximise waste streams 
within the county bound-
aries of Durham.”

Further information 
about the initiative, 
including a video of the 
process, is available at 
www.durham.gov.uk/
Roadmaintenance

DURHAM COUNTY 
Council is using rubber 
waste from worn tyres to 
create more durable and 
environmentally friendly 
road surfaces.

The local authority is 
working with its road 
surfacing contractor, 
Rainton Construction, to 
create what it believes 
are the first roads in the 
country to be resurfaced 
with more than one recy-
clable material.

Over the last year, the 
council introduced recy-
cled plastic waste into all 
its highway resurfacing 
projects. It laid approx-
imately 21 km carriage-
way countywide, using 
more than 50,000 tonnes 
of material, including the 
equivalent of 50 million 
plastic carrier bags.

Now the authority 
is introducing rubber 
crumb into the asphalt 
mix too, making use of a 
previously un-recyclable 
material.

The rubber tyre crumb 
in the surfacing mixture 
is a waste biproduct of 
the tyre recycling pro-
cess and is sourced 
locally using tyres which 
have been collected from 
across County Durham.

As well as having a 
positive environmental 
impact, diverting end 
of life materials from 
incineration, the com-
bined properties from 
the rubber and plastics 
also enhance the perfor-
mance of the road.

COUNCIL ROLLS OUT RUBBER ROADS
Mark Readman, the council’s highway services manager, with the waste tyres.

AN EXCITING new fea-
ture has been added 
to the nursing suite at 
Redworth House Care 
Home.

Famous sights from 
Shildon and the North 
East now adorn the 
walls, allowing the res-
idents to ‘look through 
memory windows’ and 
recall their past.

Featured windows 

WINDOWS TO THE PAST
Resident Tony recalls looking at steam trains.

include the historic Sans 
Pareil, the Flying Scots-
man during its visit to 
Locomotion, Cheapside 
and the King William pub, 
Durham Cathedral and 
Redcar Promenade. 

Activities Co-ordinator, 
Sandra Baynham said: 
“These wonderful win-
dows already have res-
idents recalling happy 
times in their memories.”

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Crier and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: crier@swd.news

Independent publishers of the  
Shildon & District Town Crier, Bishop Press,  
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Shildon Businesses



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

8

Friday 28th February 2020For more news from Shildon and across South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

spots is former Consett 
striker, Michael Sweet, 
who has joined Shildon 
on loan until the end of 
the season from National 
League North side Blyth 
Spartans.

Sweet has led the Spar-
tans attack regularly this 
term with 30 appearances 
to his name with a goal 
return of five. 

The prolific former 
Northern League striker 
signed for Blyth Spartans 
in the summer after scor-
ing 128 goals in four sea-
sons at Consett. 

Blyth hold an option to 
extend the player’s con-
tract for a further year. 

Blyth Spartans manager 
Lee Clark explained: “We 
have agreed to let Michael 
go out on loan for the 
remainder of the season 
but as a club, we have a 
year option on the player. 

“Michael wanted to pur-
sue this action at this time, 

which I have allowed. We 
wish him well.”

A spokesperson for 
Shildon said: “We are 
delighted to secure 
Michael for the rest of the 
season to help with our 
promotion push. 

“He’s a proven 
goalscorer at this level 
and will go straight into 
the squad for our game 
against Seaham Red Star 
on Saturday, subject to 
league registration and 
the game going ahead.

“We would like to thank 
Blyth Spartans for their 
co-operation in making 
this deal happen.”

Shildon are scheduled to 
visit Consett in their third 
last game of the season. 

This weekend, the Rail-
waymen welcome Whitley 
Bay to Dean Street before 
the rescheduled midweek 
derby against West Auck-
land Town on Tuesday, 3rd 
March at 7.30pm.

ANOTHER WEEKEND 
of Northern League fix-
tures has been lost to the 
weather, including a very 
late call-off for Shildon, 
whose supporters learned 
that the game would not 
go ahead just as their bus 
pulled in to the car park at 
Seaham Red Star.

The game has now been 
rearranged for Tuesday 
17th March at 7.30pm as 
the midweek fixtures now 
begin to stack up. 

There is now a midweek 
game scheduled for the 
first four of five Tuesdays 
in March as well as the 
first Tuesday in April.

Crucially, two of the 
midweek fixtures will be 
against second placed 
Hebburn and fourth 
placed Consett as the pro-
motion race hots up.

And one man who could 
make the difference 
between who does and 
does not fill the promotion 

FIXTURES PILE UP AS WEATHER WINS AGAIN
Shildon have secured the loan signing of Blyth Spartans striker, Michael Sweet.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

2 and 3 Bed 
Homes Available 
to Let in Chilton 

& Ferryhill
For details call 
0191 640 4604

or visit 
www.amrp.co.uk

SHILDON AFC FIXTURES
Saturday 29th February

Home v Whitley Bay 
Tuesday 3rd March

Home v West Auckland Town
Saturday 7th March
Away v Hebburn Town
Tuesday 10th March

Home v West Allotment Celtic 
(League Cup Quarter Final)

Saturday 14th March
Away v Sunderland RCA
Tuesday 17th March

Away v Seaham Red Star
Match dates and times are subject to change.  

Check online at www.shildonafc.com/fixtures-results

SHILDON AFC Supporters 
Club is offering to reim-
burse anyone who wishes 
to reclaim their support-
ers bus fare to the week-
end’s late cancellation 
against Seaham Red Star.

A spokesperson for the 
Supporters Club said: “We 
value the loyal support of 
our fans who travel to all 

away games. 
As a gesture of good-

will, we would like to offer 
anyone who would like 
to have their fare reim-
bursed for this cancelled 
game to get in touch with 
Susan Clarkson at any of 
our games and we will 
make arrangements to 
refund them.”

SUPPORTERS CLUB OFFER TO 
REIMBURSE TRAVELLING FANS

SHILDON AFC Over 40s 
are on the verge of win-
ning the Sunderland and 
District Over 40s League 
and will be crowned 
champions at home on 
Saturday if they take all 
three points against Sun-
derland Rolls Royce at 
Hackworth Park.

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “Shildon have 
been undefeated since 
Christmas, playing teams 
in and around the top six 
and only dropping two 
points along the way. 

“The squad has been 
able to cope with injuries 
and have dug deep when 

it has mattered and thor-
oughly deserve all they 
have achieved so far this 
season.”

The side is currently 
leading the division by 
one point over second 
palce Redcar Newmarket 
Veterans. 

However, Redcar have 
just one more game to 
play in the league and with 
every other side already 
unable to catch Shildon, 
a win at the weekend will 
clinch the title with three 
games still to play.

Saturday morning’s 
game kicks off at 10.30am 
in Hackworth Park. 

OVER 40S CHAMPIONS-ELECT 
COULD BE CROWNED AT HOME


