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“If you have any 
stories you 
would like to 
share with us, 
please email 
chapter@
swd.news

POLICE URGE RESIDENTS TO 
STAY HOME TO SAVE LIVES

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AFTER A few days of 
organising working from 
home, we’re now up and 
running and posting the 
latest updates on our 
website.

On our front page is a 
‘COVID-19 LATEST” news 
ticker when you can see 
the latest top ten Corona-
virus related stories from 
the community, local 
authority and the emer-
gency services.

We are also continuing 
to produce the Chapter 
which we will publish in 
the ‘Back Issues’ sec-
tion of each paper’s web 
pages each Friday.

If you are providing sup-
port to anyone in isolation 
who may not have online 
access, please consider 
printing a copy of the 
paper for them next time 
you deliver supplies (if 
you have the facilities to 
do so). 

  If you have any sto-
ries you would like to 

CHAPTER 
NOW ONLINE

“THE MEASURES 
announced by the Prime 
Minister are there to save 
lives and protect our 
loved ones.” 

That is the message 
from Durham Constabu-
lary’s Chief Constable Jo 
Farrell and Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commis-

sioner, Steve White, who 
are imploring residents to 
comply with government 
guideline announced on 
Monday 23rd March.

“So far, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the peo-
ple of County Durham 
and Darlington have sup-
ported efforts to fight 

the virus in this unprec-
edented emergency and 
we thank you for your con-
tinued assistance.

“Now every single one 
of us can save lives sim-
ply by following the lat-
est Government instruc-
tions to stay at home and 
reduce the spread of the 

virus.
• Do not leave the house 

other than to shop for 
basic necessities, for one 
form of exercise per day, 
for medical needs and to 
travel to and from work, 
but only when it cannot 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

when contacting 
advertisers.
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

chapter@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Ferryhill & Chilton 
Chapter cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter 

accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

Need to contact the Chapter 
about a Classified?

T: 07789 722570
E: chapter@swd.news

STAY HOME - PROTECT THE NHS
FROM PAGE 1 time. We thank you all for 

your ongoing support and 
understanding – by doing 
this, you are helping to 
save the lives of the most 
vulnerable in our society.

“We are working with the 
Government to consider 
how these rules can most 
effectively be enforced 
and will work closely 
with our communities 
to ensure that people 

know what is expected of 
them. Throughout this our 
officers will be continuing 
respond to emergencies 
and deal with serious 
crime. 

“This is a very fast-mov-
ing situation and we have 
taken all the necessary 
steps to ensure we can 
continue to protect you 
and uphold the service 
that keeps the public safe 

be done at home
• All non-essential shops 

and public places will be 
closed.

• There should be no 
public gatherings of more 
than two people.

“We know that many of 
you are already adhering 
to these measures, and 
have done so for some 

every day. 
“The emergency ser-

vices, NHS, councils and 
other partners are all 
working around the clock 
to ensure that communi-
ties are supported, and 
that lives are saved.

“We are all in this 
together - now is the time 
to do your bit by following 
Government advice to 
stay at home.”

SPENNYMOOR POLICE STATION CLOSES
to Friday at Darlington, 
Bishop Auckland, Peter-
lee and Durham.

A Durham Constabulary 
spokesman said: “We are 
managing our resources 
to ensure minimal dis-
ruption, while providing 
support to other critical 
functions. The situation 
will be reviewed on an 
on-going basis.

“We would like to reas-
sure you that this will in 
no way affect our abil-
ity to respond to crime 
and incidents and we 
will update you further 
should the situation 
change.

“Thank you all for your 
understanding.”

Police are also urging 
residents to think before 

DUE TO the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
counter facilities at 
Spennymoor Police Sta-
tion will be closed until 
further notice, as will 
Newton Aycliffe’s.

In addition front 
counters will provide a 
reduced service and will 
only be open between 
9am and 5pm Monday 

they call emergency ser-
vices, after the control 
room at Durham Con-
stabulary was inudated 
with calls following the 
Government’s announce-
ment - many of which 
were not police matters.

If in doubt, you can find 
answers to questions 
over on the government 
website at gov.uk.

CHAPTER CONTINUES ONLINE WITH REDUCED FEES
FROM PAGE 1 paper, it would really 

help support us through 
this, and we are offering 
a 65% discount of just 
15p per word and £2.50 
per image). Again, please 
email your messages to 
chapter@swd.news as 
the office is closed.

If you are a local busi-
ness who is still trading 
and would like people 
to know, we are offer-
ing you an advert at the 
same 65% discount off 
our current prices.  All 
business advertising will 
be on a pay as you go 
basis via our automated 
online payment system. 

Please email chapter 

@swd.news for more 
information and to book 
(and remember we pub-
lish four papers across 
the local region, in Shil-
don, Ferryhill & Chilton, 
Bishop Auckland and 
Spennymoor. Prices are 
the same for each paper). 
Discounts exclude VAT 
and are available only 
while we are publishing 
online. 

We will revert to our 
standard pricing once we 
are back to print.

 We are also support-
ing our current adver-
tisers (anyone who had 
pre-booked advertising 
- many of whom have 
been with us for years, 

share with us, please 
email chapter@swd.
news and include pho-
tos if you have any.  

* ADVERT AND PERSONAL 
NOTICES DISCOUNT *

As a small business 
which relies entirely on 
advertising for revenue, 
we have a very limited 
amount of cash to keep 
ourselves going and as 
a result, have had to cut 
our staff to the bare min-
imum to see us through.

If you would like to 
include a classified 
notice (birthday, memo-
rial etc) in the online 

and indeed from the 
very beginning) through 
this difficult time.  
 
* ONLINE ADVERTISING * 
As well as a listing in 
our papers, we are also 
offering advertising on 
our web pages. Please 
email or call for details.  
 
* CONTACT DETAILS * 
If you would like to call 
us with any enquiries, 
please phone either 
07515 552824 or 07789 
722570 (please also 
phone this second num-
ber to pay for advertising 
by card over the phone.)

Our email address is 
chapter@swd.news.

Passed Away

March 22nd
Nicholson

Peacefully of Chilton.
Elsie (nee Bell) aged 87 

years. Beloved mother and 
grandmother.

Funeral will take place at 
Wear Valley Crematorium 
on Thursday 2nd April at 

3.30pm.

WITH SOCIAL distancing 
now in force, Learning 
Curve Group, based at 
DurhamGate in Spenny-
moor, has launched an  
#EducateWhilstYouIsolate 
campaign to provide free 
access to its suite of flex-
ible learning courses.

A spokesperson said: 
“We have extended the 
eligibility criteria for the 
online enrolment and 
induction process for 
our suite of over 40 flex-
ible learning courses, 
which means anyone 
can now have access 
to the courses, whether 
they have studied with 
us before or not.

“Our courses are com-
pleted online, which 
allows you to gain skills 
without having to attend 
a classroom and whilst 
stuck at home.

FREE ONLINE COURSES AT LEARNING CURVE
“So, if businesses 

are sending their staff 
home, why not take the 
time to study something 
you’ve always been inter-
ested in, do some extra 
continued professional 
development and, most 
importantly, keep your 
mind active.”

You can view the flexi-
ble learning courses and 
sign up on their website. 

You can view their 
courses and sign up on 
their website, at learn 
ingcurvegroup.co.uk/ 
courses/learners.

Classifieds
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implementing the Gov-
ernment’s Small Busi-
ness Grant Fund and 
the Retail, Hospitality & 
Leisure Grant Fund pay-
ments, which will see 
grants of £10,000 and 
£25,000 being paid to 
qualifying businesses.

DCC are contacting 
qualifying businesses 
to make them aware of 
their eligibility for these 
awards and to collect the 
information they need to 
process the payments 
in line with government 
guidelines.  

Details of how quali-
fying businesses can 
provide the information 
needed in order to pro-
cess the payments will 
be posted to DCC’s web-
site and via Business 
Durham. 

In total the council 
expects to pay grants 
totalling around £77mil-
lion under the Small 
Business Grant Fund and 
around £12million under 
the Retail, Hospitality & 
Leisure Grant Fund and is 
doing everything it can to 
make those payments as 
quickly as they can.

The council is also 
working closely with 
colleagues at Business 
Durham and Visit County 
Durham to actively pro-
mote all of the support 
on offer. 

Information has been 
uploaded on to the coun-

cil and Business Dur-
ham websites and this is 
being regularly updated. 
Last week the council 
wrote to all businesses 
that would be eligible 
for support through the 
announcements made by 
the Government. 

Cllr Carl Marshall, the 
council’s Cabinet mem-
ber for economic regen-
eration, said: “Across the 
county, we’ve worked 
tirelessly to build our 
economy and create jobs 
because we know how 
vital they are to our resi-
dents and their families. 

“The progress we’ve 
made in the last ten years 
would not have been pos-
sible without the hard 
work and passion of our 
skilled workforce. 

“That’s why it’s vital 
businesses, large and 
small, utilise the funds 
being made available and 
do everything they can to 
retain their employees.

“Accessing the Coro-
navirus Job Retention 
Scheme will guarantee 
workers receive 80 per 
cent of their wages and 
is the best way to ensure 
the funds go to working 
people.”

Cllr Marshall added: 
“The measures intro-
duced by the Govern-
ment are welcome, but 
we now need the chan-
cellor to step up and sup-
port sole traders, many 

DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil has pledged to do 
everything in its power 
to quickly implement 
the support announced 
by Government for busi-
nesses and workers 
impacted by the Corona-
virus pandemic.

The Council is urg-
ing businesses to take 
advantage of the support 
packages announced 
by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer on Friday. 

This includes access-
ing the Coronavirus 
Job Retention Scheme, 
which will see the Gov-
ernment pay 80 per cent 
of employees’ salaries 
up to £2,500 per month 
to maintain employment 
and support their work-
force. 

The council is working 
tirelessly to implement 
the range of Business 
Rates reliefs and grants 
announced by the Gov-
ernment. 

Having only received 
the government guid-
ance in the last few days 
we have prioritised apply-
ing all the rate reliefs to 
businesses who qualify. 

This has now been 
completed with revised 
bills showing the new dis-
counts going out today. 
In total, rates liabilities 
have been reduced by 
£44million for next year 
under this scheme.

Teams are also now 

COUNCIL PLEDGES TO SUPPORT 
BUSINESSES AFFECTED BY PANDEMIC

The Council is urging businesses to take advantage of the support packages announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

of whom can’t access 
any of this support and 
are the backbone of busi-
ness and communities 
across County Durham.

“From talking to busi-
nesses, we know that 
there has been a high 
level of concern and frus-
tration that the detail of 
the initiatives announced 
by the Government has 
not been made available. 

“I would like to reassure 
you that, as a council, we 
are ready to act quickly to 
activate these schemes 
as soon as they become 
available.”

The council is also tak-
ing additional steps to 
ease the burden on busi-
nesses, including arrang-
ing to pay its own suppli-
ers immediately rather 
than wait the standard 
30 days, suspending 
debt recovery action and 
offering three-month 
rent deferrals for tenants 
in Business Durham’s 
commercial properties. 

Virtual employability 
sessions are also being 
offered to job seekers 
and grants to help cover 
the cost of home work-
ing technology are being 
offered through the Digi-
tal Drive County Durham 
programme.

Advice for businesses 
and employees in County 
Durham can be found at 
durham.gov.uk and at  
businessdurham.co.uk.

AS A result of the Covid 19 
virus, Chilton Town Coun-
cil have set up a Facebook 
page.

A spokesperson for the 
council said: “As many 
members of our commu-
nity are self isolating we 
are urging local groups/
schools, places of wor-
ship, health and leisure 
services, emergency ser-
vices etc to share infor-
mation they think will be 
useful to us via email: 
info@chiltondurham-tc.
gov.uk.

“We will then add this 
information to the Face-
book page and Town 
Council website: www.
chiltondurham-tc.gov.uk

“Note: this is not for 
business or personal 
advertising.”

You can find the coun-
cils page on Facebook by 
searching Chilton Town 
Council Outreach.

CHILTON 
COUNCIL NOW 
ON FACEBOOK

RUBBISH AND recycling 
collections remain as 
normal, however the 
council is asking mem-
bers of the public who 
are homeworking to park 
appropriately and leave 
access for bin crews to 
get lorries into estates 
and down small roads. 

As usual, residents 
should put their bins out 
for collection at 7am on 
their collection day but 
are being asked to be 
patient with bin crews 
during this difficult time. 

To support rubbish and 
recycling collections, 
Garden Waste Collec-
tions will be delayed until 
Tuesday 28th April. 

Residents will still 
receive all 17 collections 
as part of their subscrip-
tion and the council is 
contacting all customers 
to let them know of the 
changes.

All household waste 
recycling centres are 
closed until further notice.

BIN 
COLLECTIONS 
WILL 
CONTINUE 
AS NORMAL
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S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials, DAB
Sky, Freesat, CCTV
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any Written 

Quote, Plus Network Your 
House & Tune In

Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your 
roofing needs
Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

PLANS TO celebrate VE 
Day 75 in the community 
community on the bank 
holiday weekend of 8th – 
10th May have been sus-
pended.

It is right and proper that 
people should be kept 
safe and healthy.

Bruno Peek, Pageant-
master of the VE Day cele-
brations said: “My sincere 
thanks to everyone who 
registered their events 
and were looking forward 
to celebrating VE Day 75.

“I know how disap-
pointed you will be that 
these cannot now go 
ahead as planned. How-
ever, we are still encour-

aging solo pipers and 
town criers to continue to 
mark the occasion from 
a safe and suitable loca-
tion.

“I am hoping that all the 
events you have carefully 
planned can be moved 
to the weekend of 15th 
– 16th August when we 
will be able to celebrate 
VE Day and VJ Day, both 
momentous points in our 
history.

 “I am in ongoing com-
munication with the 
Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport 
regarding this and hope to 
be able to give you more 
news in the coming days.”

VE DAY 75 CELEBRATIONS 
CANCELLED

CHILTON TOWN Council 
are aware that this is a 
worrying time for every-
one emotionally and 
financially.

The National Allotment 
and Leisure Gardeners 
Association have issued 
some guidance on safe 
cultivation during this 
period of social distanc-
ing, but the council appre-
ciates that many of you 
will be very wisely adher-
ing to the Governments 
“Stay at Home” guidance.

In view of the current sit-
uation and uncertainty we 
all face, the Town Council 
will not be issuing allot-
ment rent notices for the 
20/21 year. 

If you have livestock on 
your plot that requires 
food and water - remem-
ber to maintain safe social 
distancing when look-
ing after your livestock - 
remain on your own plot, 
do what you need to for 
your stock and get home 
as soon as you can.

CHILTON COUNCIL WAIVE 
ALLOTMENT RENT NOTICES

Your independent family Funeral Directors
Covering all of County Durham
Visit: www.durhamfuneralservices.co.uk

Email: durhamfuneralservices@outlook.com

Tel: 0191 3710170

Local Accountancy & Taxation firm based in Spennymoor, 
Established Since 1983, looking after a range of businesses with 

Financial and Taxation Advice
Companies | Self Employed | Partnerships | Financial Accounts 
Tax Returns | CIS | Payroll | Capital Gains | VAT and much more

Free no-obligation Consultation
 Tel:- 01388 815324

Address:- 29 Whitworth Terrace, Spennymoor, Co Durham, DL16 7LE
Email:- info@barrysummers.co.uk | Website:- www.barrysummers.co.uk

rus.”
PLEASE DO NOT USE 

ANY OF THE EQUIPMENT 
AT THE FOLLOWING 
SITES IN THE INTERESTS 
OF EVERYONE’s HEALTH 
& SAFETY;

• Miners Welfare Recrea-
tion Ground

• Denebridge Play Area
• Charlie Wayman Recre-

ation Ground
• Chilton Academy Play 

Area
• Pentlands Play Area

• Rushyford Park.
It would be appreciated 

if readers would make 
their children and other 
users aware.  

Anyone with queries 
should telephone 01388 
721788, email info@chil-
tondurham-tc.gov.uk or 
contact them on Face-
book.

Ferryhill Town Council 
has also closed all play 
facilities, and urges the 
public to stay away.

WHILE PARKS in County 
Durham will remain open 
to local residents for exer-
cise, all play areas are 
closed to the public to 
help prevent any further 
spread of the virus.

A spokesperson for Chil-
ton Town Council said: “It 
is clear that some people 
are not adhering to the 
current social distanc-
ing guidelines. We must 
all attempt to reduce the 
spread of the Coronavi-

RECREATIONAL FACILITIES CLOSED

REMEMBER 
PLAYGROUNDS ARE

CLOSED

Keeping busy during isolation

1. Clear out your wardrobe
Dedicate your new found free time to de-cluttering your home.

2. Give yourself a manicure
Sometimes it’s the small things in life that make us feel better.

3. Read that book you’ve never had time to read
Who has time to read War and Peace? All of us! 

4. Make a photo album
Use an online photo album site like photobox to finally make that family album.

5. Take part in a youtube workout
Hiit, Zumba, Pilates? Take your pick! Daily excersise helps the mind as well as the body.

8. Learn a language
Download a language learning app like Duolingo or Babbel and you’ll be speaking 
French or Spanish in no time. 



5

Friday 28th March 2020 For more news from Ferryhill, Chilton and South West Durham visit: www.swd.news

John Vayro
Painter & Decorator

Tel:Tel:  07599 600 55607599 600 556
Local ly  BasedLocal l y  Based

All aspects of  painting & 
decorating undertaken

Free Estimates
Over 10 years experience
Friendly, reliable service

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

FERRYHILL ROOFING 
CONTRACTORS LTD

For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 

slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152 
or  0788 788 6558

residents.
These measures include 

offering a three-month 
mortgage holiday for 
those in need, reim-
bursing small and medi-
um-sized companies for 
the cost of statutory sick 
pay, supplying vouchers 
for children who currently 
receive free school meals 
when schools close, and 
continuing to fund free 
childcare entitlements for 
two, three and four-year-
olds.

The government also 
announced £1 billion to 
support vulnerable people 
across the country, half 
of which will be ploughed 
into the welfare system 
and the rest in the creation 
of a new hardship fund for 
local authorities; as well 
as £3.2m in emergency 
funding across the coun-
try to help rough sleepers 
isolate.

The council’s postpone-
ment of debt recovery 
action will apply until fur-
ther notice. 

The council has also 
issued advice to anyone 
sleeping rough or staying 
in temporary accommo-
dation or hostels. 

Those who feel unwell 
in temporary accommo-
dation should alert staff, 
avoid having visitors to 
their rooms and make sure 
any shared bathrooms or 
kitchens are cleaned after 
use to stop the spread of 
the virus. Rough sleepers 
with symptoms are being 
urged to let a day centre, 
outreach team or local 
support service aware 
of their situation without 
going to them in person. 

As a result of the Coro-
navirus, the council’s 
Housing Solutions will no 
longer be offering face to 
face housing advice but 
they will continue to oper-
ate a telephone and email 
service. 

One Point Family Cen-
tres and Hubs will only 
be able to offer advice, 
guidance and signposting 
over the phone on 03000 
261 111. Further advice 
and guidance, including 
around mental health and 
wellbeing for families can 
be found at www.durham.
gov.uk/coronavirus. 

If you have concerns 
about the safety of a child 
or young person get in 
touch with the First Con-
tact service on 03000 26 
79 79. 

If you are worried about 
your child’s health please 
contact your GP or call 
111. 

If you need to con-
tact your  0-19 Growing 
Healthy Team County Dur-
ham  (Health Visiting and 
School Nursing) ring the  
Single Point of Contact on 
03000 263538.

The council has set 
up a webpage to pro-
vide advice for residents 
on the various means 
of support available to 
them during the outbreak, 
which covers welfare, 
finances, housing and 
the closure of schools. 
This can be found at 
http://www.durham.gov.
uk/article/22971/Sup-
port-for-residents.

Martyn Stenton, the 
council’s head of early 
help and inclusion and 
vulnerable children, said: 
“We understand this is a 
worrying time for every-
one and we are doing all 
we can to provide services 
families while ensuring 
we protect the health and 
safety of our staff.  We will 
strive to make sure that 
families can still access 
help, advice and guidance 
at this difficult time.”

For more informa-
tion about the council’s 
response to Coronavirus, 
visit http://www.durham.
gov.uk/coronavirus.

A SERIES of financial 
measures to help resi-
dents and businesses 
impacted by the Corona-
virus outbreak has been 
announced by Durham 
County Council.

The authority is to post-
pone debt recovery action 
for anyone in council tax 
or business rates arrears, 
as part of the support it 
is offering people during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Further resources have 
also been ploughed into 
its welfare assistance 
scheme to support people 
in difficulty.

Residents are being 
encouraged to seek finan-
cial assistance through 
the authority’s council 
tax reduction scheme, the 
only such scheme in the 
North East to offer reduc-
tions of up to 100 per cent.

Residents are also being 
urged to get in touch if they 
need to rearrange their 
council tax payments for 
the coming year, with the 
authority offering a range 
of flexible payment plans, 
including the ability to 
spread the cost of council 
tax evenly over 12 months 
or starting payments from 
June instead of April. 

Any residents who are 
struggling or worried 
about their council tax 
position can find out 
about the support availa-
ble by visiting the author-
ity’s website at http://
www.durham.gov.uk/
counciltax. They can also 
contact the council’s cus-
tomer services team for 
assistance by emailing 
help@durham.gov.uk

The council has been 
closely monitoring the 
continuously emerging 
government guidance in 
relation to Coronavirus, 
and national announce-
ments of a range of finan-
cial measures designed to 
support businesses and 

COUNCIL ANNOUNCES FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT FOR RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES

AS COMMUNITIES 
across County Durham 
rally together during 
these unprecedented 
times, Durham County 
Council is offering sup-
port and advice to resi-
dents. 

The council recognises 
that the Coronavirus 
outbreak is worrying for 
many people, particularly 
anyone over 70, those 
who have underlying 
health conditions and 
those who are vulnerable 
or self-isolating. 

They have therefore 
lifted time restrictions on 
bus passes to ensure that 
anyone who does need to 
shop for themselves can 
access the earlier slots 
being offered by super-
markets. 

While volunteer groups 
are also setting up rap-
idly to help those in need, 
they are being urged to 
do so safely and follow 
Government advice. 

The simple steps rec-
ommended include 
social distancing, regu-
larly washing your hands 
for a longer period of 
time, and taking suitable 
precautions if you need 
to exchange money for 
goods. 

As well as the fantastic 
response of many volun-
teers, all residents are 
being urged to be good 
neighbours during these 
uncertain times and 
think about who is living 
next door.

That could be consid-
ering whether they might 
need extra support with 
their shopping, or keep-
ing in touch through a 
simple phone call to pre-
vent feelings of isolation.  

The council is also 
anticipating extra pres-
sure on resources during 
this difficult period and 

would ask anyone who 
regularly donates to a 
charity or food bank to 
continue to do so. 

Gordon Elliott, the coun-
cil’s head of partnerships 
and community engage-
ment, said: “If there can 
be any positives out of an 
emergency like this, it is 
the way our community 
can come together to 
support each other and 
show kindness. It’s really 
no surprise at all that 
we have seen so many 
volunteer groups set up 
so quickly across the 
county, but it is vital that 
they keep themselves 
safe while they help oth-
ers.

“We also want to reas-
sure those people who 
might need extra help 
and support that we will 
be keeping them up to 
date with what is open 
in their community, 
what services are avail-
able and what support 
there is through local 
groups in the coming 
weeks. We are working 
hard to update our data-
base of established, but 
also new volunteer and 
support organisations, 
which will be an invalu-
able resource to all our 
residents.” 

We will be supporting 
key voluntary services 
through Durham County 
Council’s 14 Area Action 
Partnerships (AAPs). 
Each AAP’s Facebook 
site will also be used 
to highlight the sup-
port that is available 
locally. You can find a 
link to your own AAP 
at www.durham.gov.
uk/AAPs.  
 You can also find out 
more at www.durham.
gov.uk/article/22961/
Support-for-our-commu-
nities-and-volunteering.

HELPING THOSE IN NEED 
ACROSS COUNTY DURHAM

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com
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St Luke’s - here to help
St Luke’s church is here to help our community of 
Ferryhill as much as it can in this unfolding crisis. 
We are working closely with our sister churches 
Holy Trinity West Cornforth and St Aidan’s Chilton 
to try and help in all our communities as much as 
we can.
If you are in self isolation or housebound and 
need help with shopping and supplies we have 
a team of police checked volunteers that may be 
able to help.
If you do need help then call Vicar Gary on 01740 
655232 or ring Steph Bowron on 07749 401 579.
Sadly there are some people who will seek to take 
advantage of this situation - so please make sure 
to only get help from people you know or police 
checked volunteers such as ourselves.
Also let us know if you have any prayer requests 
for our churches over the coming weeks and 
months.

Fr. Gary – St Luke’s Ferryhill, Holy Trinity West 
Cornforth and St Aidan’s Chilton.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: chapter@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter, 3-4 First Floor 
Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

TERRY  STEPHENSON  & SONS
- UNDERTAKERS -

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST.

COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE ARRANGED & 
PERSONALLY DIRECTED BY TERRY.

Golden Charter Funeral Plans

Tel: 651350
Mobile: 0777 4704739

1B DUNNING ROAD, FERRYHILL.

Established 1845

Out of hours call available 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 474 045

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

poetry corner
Do you know

By John Harbron, Chilton

Do you know that man on the street?

As you walk past and over his feet?

As you hurry, do you see him there?

Are you afraid or just don’t care?

Do you know the people next door?

Did you know the ones before?

Are they young or are they old?

Are they warm or are they cold?

Do you lock your door and mind?

Or open both because you’re kind?

Do you open your heart and share

What you have because you care?

When you’re old what will you do?

But for fortune, he could be you.

So before you walk away

Bear a thought for another day.

and all are welcome. It’s 
just a ‘new-way-of-us-be-
ing’ church.”

The Bishops of Durham 
and Jarrow are working 
remotely and interacting 
with their teams using 
video conferencing and 
also using digital tech-
nologies to keep the 
whole diocese updated.

The Rt Revd Paul Butler, 
Bishop of Durham said: 
“When offering God wor-
ship and prayer, and the 
pastoral care of the most 
vulnerable are the only 
things that we can con-
tinue to do,  what does it 
look like in our context?

“It will look different in 
villages from big estates. 
It will be different where 
everyone in the commu-
nity has access to the 
internet from communi-
ties where usage is still 
low.

“It asks us to focus on 
the essentials in a way 
that we don’t always need 
to do in normal times, in a 
new and creative way. 

“Let us pray that God 
will guide us to be imag-
inative and creative in 
our worship and prayer 
as God’s pilgrim people. 
Let us commit to keep 
serving the neediest in 
our communities, keep-
ing in contact to avoid 
loneliness and unhelpful 
isolation. 

“Let us pray that we will 
emerge from this time a 
different church – one 
that has learned afresh to 
be God’s own people.”

You can find a full list 
of churches across 
the region who will be 
streaming services 
online at www.durhamdi-
ocese.org/covid-19/live-
streamed-services.

CHURCHES ACROSS the 
Church of England Dio-
cese of Durham and in 
Durham Cathedral are 
finding ‘new-ways-of-be-
ing’ in the digital realm as 
a response to the COVID-
19 crisis.

As the Archbishops 
announced the suspen-
sion of gathered public 
worship, parish churches 
have taken themselves 
on-line to ‘Live Stream’ 
services, prayers and 
other church life events 
via Facebook Live, You-
tube and Instagram.

In some churches, 
clergy are streaming 
their own thoughts and 
services from home, oth-
ers are using the setting 
of the church for their 
backdrop. One vicar in 
the Diocese said: “The 
important message is 
we are open for business 

CHURCHES BECOME VIRTUAL 
IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19

The Rt Revd Paul Butler, Bishop of Durham, is hoping to maintain contact with parishioners 
to avoid lineliness and isolation.
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ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE

Call Gary on:
01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For a Free  

No Obligation Estimate call  
John Paul Elsdon on 

077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Chapter and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: chapter@swd.news

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Ferryhill & Chilton Businesses

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

David Watson
Plumbing & Heating

Bathrooms | Repairs
Underfloor heating

Radiator Swaps

Tel David for a FREE no 
obligation quote on
07455 011 379

E: david.watson17@icloud.com

• Nappies
• Baby wipes
• Baby/children’s clothes 

& blankets
• Baby/children’s shoes
• Unopened baby food or 

milk
• Toys
• Unused toiletries
• Household basic essen-

tials
• Non perishable foods 

(tins, pasta, long-life milk 
etc) 

• Unused baby equipment 
(sterilisers, bowls etc).

Donations can be taken 

to Childsplay on Lamb-
ton Road, Monday - Friday 
between 9am and 3pm. 
Please follow social dis-
tancing protocol and leave 
the items outside for staff 
to collect.

Anyone in need of any 
items is urged to contact 
Child’s Play by calling 
01740 651789 or by con-
tacting them on Facebook. 

“Do not be ashamed, 
embarrassed or afraid to 
ask for help,” continued 
Laura. “We are all in this 
together!”

CHILDS PLAY Nursery in 
Ferryhill has launched a 
support scheme for vul-
nerable families in the area 
with young children.

Founder, Laura Davies, is 
concerned that some fam-
ilies in the community may 
fall into real hardship dur-
ing the current crisis, and 
may need help and support 
to care for their children. 

With the old adage ‘it 
takes a village to raise a 
child’ in to mind, the nurs-
ery is producing essential 
well-being and support 
bags, and is requesting 
donations of the following 
items from residents;

‘IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO 
RAISE A CHILD’

Childs Play Nursery in Ferryhill is asking for donations of items which may help families 
with young children during this difficult time. 

Being in isolation doesn’t mean you’re 
alone. Please don’t suffer in silence.

Childline: 0800 1111

Samaritans: 116 123

Domestic Violence Hotline: 0808 2000 247

Mind: 0300 123 3393

Age UK: 0800 169 6565

NEED A VAN?

JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

TAXIS
SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

NEW ADVERTISERS  
65% OFF WHILE ONLINE
e: chapter@swd.news
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CALLING ALL FOOD 
DELIVERY SERVICES
Supermarket delivery slots are booked for weeks.

We are offering to advertise any business 
providing a food delivery service - free of charge.

Please email us your details along with the 
service you provide and how people can order to

chapter@swd.news 
or contact us via our Facebook page. 

of supporting those who 
are in need of funds more 
than ever.

“As changes are 
announced daily, we are 
committed to support-
ing the local community 
in whatever way we can, 
be that through launch-
ing our #EducateWhil-
stYouIsolate campaign 
or through donating our 
entire LCG Foundation 
fund to this brilliant com-
munity cause.

“I’m just happy that the 

foundation is set up and 
is able to help those who 
need support the most at 
this difficult time”.

The #EducateWhil-
stYouIsolate campaign 
has been launched to 
help people fill their days 
with learning by expand-
ing eligibility to the com-
pany’s fully funded online 
courses.

Working with County 
Durham Community 
Foundation, the funds 
will be used to help in the 
following ways, among 
others:
• £5 can buy a hot din-

ner for an older person 
self-isolating;

• £10 can buy basic food 
items for a food bank; 

• £20 can buy fuel to 
help a volunteer deliver 
meals on wheels;

• £50 can support village 
halls to call elderly peo-
ple in self-isolation;

• £100 can keep the lights 
on for a community 
group.
The public can also 

NATIONAL LEARNING  
provider, Learning 
Curve Group, based at 
DurhamGate, Spenny-
moor, has donated over 
£20,000, the remainder 
of its Charity Founda-
tion’s funds, to County 
Durham Community 
Foundation (CDCF)’s 
Covid-19 Response Fund.

CDCF has responded 
to the needs of the com-
munity by launching 
the fund to help groups 
survive and The Learn-
ing Curve Group Charity 
Foundation has donated 
their entire fund to sup-
port County Durham’s 
front-line community 
groups and local chari-
ties as the uncertainty 
continues.

Brenda McLeish, CEO 
of Learning Curve Group 
said: “People are at the 
centre of everything we 
do, so we’ve made an 
important decision to 
change the pillars upon 
which our fund was 
established with the aim 

LEARNING CURVE GROUP CHARITY FOUNDATION RESPONDS TO 
COVID-19 BY DONATING ENTIRE £20K BALANCE TO EMERGENCY FUND

donate by visiting  www.
crowdfunder.co.uk/dur-
hamcovid.

Chief Executive of 
County Durham Commu-
nity Foundation, Michelle 
Cooper, said: “The situ-
ation is becoming more 
serious as each hour 
passes and we cannot 
afford to wait around.

“We are devoting all 
of our time and energy 
into supporting our local 

grassroots groups, which 
in turn will bolster our 
communities.

“Illness, isolation, lone-
liness and poverty are 
very real in County Dur-
ham and Darlington right 
now and exacerbated by 
the spread of Covid-19, 
but if we work together 
we can provide support 
to the life-changing local 
community services that 
will lessen the blow.”

ARRIVA IS operating a 
reduced service while 
social distancing and pub-
lic restrictions are in place. 

In many cases the hours 
run and service frequen-
cies have been reduced. 

Managing Director, Paul 
O’Neil said: “Please check 
your particular service 

carefully as it is not the 
same for all areas or ser-
vices.”

You can find timetables 
online at arrivabus.co.uk 
or download the arriva app. 

Drivers are also request-
ing that, where possible, 
travellers use contactless 
payments.

REDUCED BUS SERVICES
Brenda McLeish, CEO of 
Learning Curve Group.

facebook.com/
ferryhillandchiltonchapter


