
Issue No 954 At the heart of our wonderful community Friday 24th January 2020

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: crier@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/crier • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • The Bishop Press

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • • 01388 77267101388 772671  ••
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  •  •  Sat 9am-4pmSat 9am-4pm

COMPETITIVE PRICES

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR  2XL TO 8XL2XL TO 8XL
Park right outside 

our showroom 
and shop at 
your leisure!

SUITS
SHIRTS

TROUSERS
LONG TIES
T-SHIRTS
SHORTS

CARGO TROUSERS
JEANS

EVERYTHING FOR 
THE LARGE MAN

COUNCILLOR SHIRLEY 
Quinn, would like to wel-
come the Shildon com-
munity to go along and 
join her to litter pick 
around Shildon. 

The planned litter picks 
will take place on the first 
Saturday of every month 
for around an hour. 

February 1st is the first 
planned pick and will take 
place on the Bakery Bank 
- the steps and surround-
ing area between Dent 
Street, Orchard Way and 
Sunnyside Avenue. 

Cllr Quinn recently 
invited partners to inspect 
the area following a num-

ber of complaints. 
Several issues are being 

dealt with, but a commit-
ment was made to litter 
pick the area. 

Anyone interested in 
helping should meet at 
the bottom of Dent Street 
at 9.30am on Saturday 1st 
February.

Details will be posted 
each month of areas that 
need a general tidy up. 

“Please contact the 
Town Council if you have 
any suggestions of for-
gotten corners of Shildon 
for us to tackle and please 
feel free to join us,” said 
Cllr Quinn.

COMMUNITY ENCOURAGED TO 
JOIN MONTHLY LITTER PICKS

Councillors Shirley Quinn and Dave Reynolds during a litter pick at Brown Street last year.

THE SAVE Our Stute cam-
paign team working to 
revitalise Shildon’s Rail-
way Institute, and the Rail-
way Institute Committee, 
has offered its sincere 
thanks to the friends and 
relatives of former mem-
ber Michael Reynolds for 
a very generous collective 
donation of £283. 

The money had been 
collected in Mr Reynolds’s 
memory at his funeral on 
12th November last year, 
for the Institute, to which 
he had given valued ser-
vice as a member and 
Committee official. 

Michael’s partner, Jean, 
told the group that the 
Institute was a place 
close to his heart and 
she felt that making this 
contribution would have 
been what he would have 
wanted. 

Dave Reynolds of the 
Save Our Stute campaign 
said: “It was lovely of Jean 
and the friends and family 
to do this, and we and the 
committee really appreci-
ate it. 

“We’ll use this as best 
we can to ensure that the 
Institute continues its pro-
gress back toward a state 
closer to its former glory 
so that people can enjoy 
it as Michael and gen-
erations of Shildonians 
before him, have done. 

SAVE OUR STUTE 
CAMPAIGN SAYS 
THANK YOU

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

SPENNYMOOR
NEWS

www.swd.news/spenny

www.swd.news/bishop

In Memoriam Birthdays

Single car key with fob. 
Found in Highland Gardens, 
Thursday 16th January

Appleby
December 27th, suddenly 

at home, of Shildon.
William, aged 81 years.

Funeral Thursday 30th 
January. Will friends 

please meet at 12.30pm 
for service in Wear Valley 

Crematorium. Family 
flowers only, donations in 

lieu to Alzheimer’s Society.

Beloved husband to Betty. 
Dearly loved dad to Barry 
and Pamela. Father-in-law 
to Lorraine. A much-loved 

grandad, great grandad 
and brother.

Happy Birthday to my 
special Grandma.

Love you to the moon!

Kath Bennett

Lots of cuddles and kisses 
From your little princess,

Evelyn
xxxxx

23rd January

Happy 60th Birthday to 
this amazing lady.

Have a fantastic day.

Kath Bennett

We love you to infinity and 
beyond,

Michael, Julie & Steph 
xxx

23rd January

In Memoriam

Your presence I miss
Your memory I treasure,

Loving you always
Forgetting you never

Kathleen McGowan

Love you always,
Your loving husband,

John
xxxxx

(Nee Graham)
1.1.54 - 26.1.15

It broke our hearts 
to lose you

But you did not go alone,
For part of us went with 

you,
The day God called 

you home

Kathleen McGowan

Love you forever,
Leigh, Klayton, Kailum & 

Karaleigh
xxxx

Mam

Love and miss you,
Steffan, Judith, Matty, 

Steffanie, Evan 
& Henry James

xxx

Mam
Looking back with 

memories
Upon the path you trod,

We blessed the hours 
we had

And leave the rest with 
God

Kathleen McGowan

Birthday Memories

If flowers grow in Heaven, 
Lord, 

Then pick a bunch for me,
Then place them in my 

mother’s arms
And tell her they’re from 

me

Tell her that I love and 
miss her

And when she turns to 
smile,

Place a kiss upon her 
cheek

And hold her for a while

Vera Thornberry

Happy Birthday Mam. 
Loved and missed every 

minute of every day, until 
we meet again,

Your forever loving son,
Mike

xxxxxx

26th January

Birthday wishes for a 
much-missed Mam & Nana

Vera Thornberry

Lots of love,
Sue, LIllian & Ike

xxx

26th January

Happy 18th Birthday

Toni Wales

Love Jade & Aiden
xxxx

Happy 18th Birthday

Toni Wales

Love you millions,
Mam & Dad

xxxx

26th January

18!

Found

If you would like to advertise your business in The 
Crier and any of our sister papers, contact us at:

T: 01388 775 896
M: 07909 992 731
E: crier@swd.news

Independent publishers of the Shildon & District Town Crier, 
Bishop Press, Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter and Spennymoor News

Shildon Businesses
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“The Institute contin-
ues to be here for us now 
through the endeavours 
of Michael and others like 
him, across generations, 
that are no longer with us 

but who gave their time to 
ensure it lives on. 

“It’s important that as 
a community we keep it 
going, and keep it rele-
vant, as tribute in part to 
those to whom it meant a 
great deal.”

FROM PAGE 1

STUTE SAY THANK YOU

ALDERSON’S
VEHICLE REPAIRS

SERVICING - REPAIRS DIAGNOSTICS 
TYRES - EXHAUSTS - BATTERIES 

MOT PREPARATION

PROPRIETOR : DARREN ALDERSON
with 30 year Experience working for the RAC & AA

01388 417171 - 07931 412296
DABBLE DUCK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SHILDON, COUNTY DURHAM, DL4 2QN

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Audience members have 
been bowled over by the 
show, with one enthusiastic 
audience member calling 
it “absolutely fabulous”, 
saying:  “I laughed, cried 
and danced,” while another 
said it was “Amazing, funny, 
poignant; such a lovely 
show.” 

The performance takes 
place at Greenfield Arts 
on Tuesday 18th February 
at 10.30am and is suitable 
for ages 7 – 12, and adults 
of course!  Running time is 
50 minutes followed by a 

post-show workshop, using 
drama and storytelling. 

Cost is only £2 per ticket 
in advance or £3 if you 
would prefer to pay on the 
door.

Greenfield Arts are com-
mitted to supporting quality 
live performance and offer-
ing creative opportunities 
to the wider community.  
If you would like to know 
more about their full pro-
gramme visit www.green-
field-arts.co.uk email info@
greefield-arts.co.uk or call 
01325 379048.

GREENFIELD ARTS are 
delighted to welcome back 
the Mad Alice Theatre 
Company with the show 
Rose and Robin; a live per-
formance which tells the 
story of a lifelong relation-
ship and the celebration of 
young and old.

The production is 
described as “a show that 
celebrates life in all its rich-
ness – playful and serious, 
sad and happy, a story of 
love and loss, especially 
if you have lost a sock or 
someone you love.”

Rose and Robin tell the story of a life-long relationship.
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

A commission fee of up 
to £4,000 will be available 
for the winning proposal 
to cover all materials, 
installation costs and art-
ist fees. 

The community arts 
team also plans to 
develop family engage-
ment activities to run 
alongside the exhibition 
throughout the summer, 
which will be funded sep-
arately. 

Professional artists liv-
ing, working or studying 
in County Durham can 
submit proposals, which 
must feature an element 
of new work but can also 
include existing creations 
or themes.

Artists are encour-
aged to incorporate a 
variety of interactive 
elements within a range 
of media, including wall 
mounted and free-stand-
ing installations, still dig-

ital images, projections, 
sound, light, sculpture, 
textile, print, painting and 
drawing.

The gallery dimensions 
are 12.5 metres by 10 
metres with a height of 
3.3 metres.

Proposals should be 
submitted via email to  
deborah.connell@durham. 
gov.uk by Friday 31st Jan-
uary and successful can-
didates will be informed 
by Friday 28th February.

Other improvements 
being made at the venue 
include a new library, café 
and shop, and more com-
fortable seating and mod-
ern facilities in the theatre 
and cinema. Bookings for 
events can also now be 
made online.

For more about events 
and activities taking place  
this year and to make 
bookings, visit bishop 
aucklandtownhall.org.uk.

AN EXCITING commis-
sion is on offer for artists 
across County Durham to 
create playful and interac-
tive work for a revamped 
venue.

Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall will reopen in the 
spring following a £1.5 
million refurbishment by 
its owner, Durham County 
Council.

To celebrate the reo-
pening, the council’s 
community arts team has 
launched a special visual 
arts commission, giving 
artists the opportunity 
to exhibit their work at a 
new ground floor gallery 
space from Saturday 18th  
July to Saturday 5th Sep-
tember. 

The team is looking for 
a concept that is inter-
active, playful, comple-
mentary to the space and 
appealing to a wide audi-
ence.

ARTISTS WITH FRESH IDEAS 
NEEDED FOR REVAMPED GALLERY

Bishop Auckland Town Hall will reopen in the spring after a £1.5m refurbishment.

THE RESIDENTS at Howl-
ish Hall care home being 
entertained by top Elvis 
Impersonator Mike Mem-
phis, on Thursday 9th 
January.   

“It would have been the 
real Elvis’s 85th birthday 
on the 8th of January,” 
said Activities Co-ordina-

ELIVS IS IN THE BUILDING

Elvis impersonator, Mike Memphis had the residents up on their 
feet singing along to The King’s greatest hits.

tor, Jayne Jones, “so we 
surprised Mike with us 
singing ‘happy birthday’ 
and giving him a birthday 
cake.

“He was absolutely 
fantastic and all the res-
idents asked for him to 
return, which has been 
arranged.”

ST JOHN’S Church are 
holding their popular 
monthly coffee and cake 
morning on Saturday 25th 
January, from 10am to 
11.30am.

“We welcome you to 
come along and share a 
friendly chat and a cof-
fee or tea with us in your 
beautiful parish church,” 
encouraged organisers.

COFFEE AND CAKE 
AT ST JOHN’S
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Dehenna Davison MP gives her maiden speech at parliament.

CCTV SURVEY
DRAIN UNBLOCKING & REPAIRS 

SEPTIC TANKS
ROOT & ENCRUSTATION REMOVAL 
MANHOLE INSPECTION & REPAIR

SKYVAC GUTTER CLEANING

07555 748 086 
07784 815 720

INFO@DRAINBUSTERSNE.CO.UK
WWW.DRAINBUSTERSNE.CO.UK

that many of them have 
already signed back up 
for next year’s residential. 

“Learning outside the 
classroom is vitally 
important in enhancing 
the education of every 
child. Greenfield offer a 
range of opportunities 
to engage, enthuse and 
broaden aspirations. 

“The ski residential is 
one such opportunity 
where students develop 
life-long learning, both on 
and off the slopes.

“Students learn a new 

craft but also realise a 
life changing educational 
experience. 

““They are up early, 
into lessons all day, fol-
low a comprehensive 
après ski programme 
and complete a full pro-
gramme of school work 
on an evening.  They work 
extremely hard and each 
and every one ‘grows’ dur-
ing their week away; learn-
ing about themselves, the 
people around them and 
what it’s like to do things 
for themselves.”

A GROUP of 27 students 
and staff from Green-
field Community College 
enjoyed a valuable expe-
rience in Italy’s Aosta Val-
ley, as they took part in the 
annual ski residential. 

Greenfield has visited 
Pila, a superb Italian ski 
resort boasting stunning 
views of Monte Bianco for 
18 years, and hundreds of 
students have benefited 
from the first- class tuition 
provided by the Italian and 
British instructors. 

At times this year the 

visibility on the slopes 
was challenging, but 
students were resilient 
and focused on their 
techniques and safety 
awareness to combat the 
conditions, enjoying the 
experience and improving 
their skills.

Mr Butterworth said: 
“The students were an 
absolute credit to them-
selves and it was a very 
enjoyable week for all 
involved. The progress 
the students made was 
outstanding and I know 

GREENFIELD STUDENTS NAVIGATE 
SLOPES IN AOSTA VALLEY

Greenfield students enjoying one of their many ski sessions in Italy’s Aosta Valley.

CONSERVATIVE MP for 
Bishop Auckland constit-
uency, Dehenna Davison, 
officially addressed Par-
liament for the first time 
in her maiden speech last 
week. 

Speaking in the Health 
and Social Care debate 
last week, the newly 
elected MP, who is the 
first Conservative to rep-
resent the constituency 
since its creation in 1885, 
praised her predeces-
sor for her “good work 
on maintenance fees for 
new build estates”, paid 
tribute to the NHS staff 
who fought valiantly to 
help save her late father’s 
life, outlined her key local 
priority of “fighting for 
improved health services 
at Bishop Auckland Hos-
pital” and re-opening the 
local A&E. 

In addition to reaffirm-
ing her commitment to 
the local hospital, Ms 
Davison highlighted the 

proud history of Bishop 
Auckland’s railways, min-
ers, farmers and football-
ers as well as its over 70 
local communities. 

She also addressed her 
plan to work as a ‘true 
champion’ for farmers, 
create a thriving rural 
economy, eradicate “not 
spots” by boosting con-
nectivity and repairing 
Whorlton Bridge. 

All of which she 
described as at the heart 
of her local plan. 

She said: “In the east 
of the constituency, in an 
all too familiar story, our 
high streets are under 
pressure. 

But the Government is 
listening, and I’m chuffed 
once more that Bishop 
Auckland will benefit from 
the Towns Fund AND the 
Future High Streets Fund.”

In the finishing state-
ments of her speech 
Davison mentioned her 
plan to improve youth 

employment opportuni-
ties by setting up a Youth 
Employment Champi-
ons scheme: “Improving 
social mobility is not only 
a passion of mine, but it 
feels to me that it is my 
very duty to my constitu-
ents and to my country,” 
she said. 

Ms Davison concluded 
by paying tribute to her 
late father, who tragically 

passed away after a sin-
gle blow to the head when 
she was just 13. 

She thanked the exem-
plary work of police 
officers, highlighted the 
strong inspiration her 
father had on her values 
today and how his impact 
has taught her a sense 
of duty to “leave a better 
world for future genera-
tions”.

NEW MP GIVES MAIDEN SPEECH

AFTERNOON DINNER 
Dances, organised by 
Age UK, are set to take 
place on the first Wednes-
day of each month from 
Wednesday 5th February.

Dances will be held from 
12 noon - 3pm at Shil-
don Civic Hall and cost 
£6.50 per session, which 
includes a hot meal, 
served with tea or cof-
fee, and two hours of live 
organ music.

Pre-booking is essential 
by calling 0191 374 6577 
or emailing cet@ageuk-
countydurham.org.uk.

AFTERNOON 
DINNER DANCES 
BEGIN NEXT 
MONTH

A 60S & 70s Celebration 
Evening in memory of 
Shildon AFC fan John Hay 
will take place at Elm Road 
WMC on Saturday 8th Feb-
ruary, from 7.30pm.

Travelin Band will enter-
tain, with their sounds of 
the 60s and 70s, while a 
special guest will host.

Tickets for the event 
cost £6, with funds raised 
being donated to Diabetes 
UK, the Prosthetic Limb 
Centre, James Cook Hos-
pital and Shildon AFC, 
which all played a big part 
in John’s life.

There will also be a 
bumper auction, raffle and 
tombola. 

Tickets are available now 
from the Club on 01388 
772650 or Sue Charlton 
on 07443 042 862.

MEMORIAL 
CELEBRATION 
EVENT

Need to contact 

The Crier?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@swd.news
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The staff also chopped 
up wood to make fire-
wood to enable staff and 
volunteers at Shildon 
Alive to support those 
with coal fires. 

Kathryn Jennings, advo-
cate at Shildon Alive said: 
“The generosity of the 
staff and management 
at T Manners was over-
whelming. 

“Their donation of food 

helped to stock up the 
food bank and their mone-
tary donation will be used 
to support those in a cri-
sis within our community 
in many ways. 

“All the staff and vol-
unteers at Shildon Alive 
would like to thank every-
one involved for support-
ing us at such a busy 
time of year, it really does 
make a difference.”

BEFORE CHRISTMAS, 
Shildon Alive received 
a generous donation of 
£502 and up to £500 
worth of food from man-
agement and staff at T 
Manners and Sons Ltd. 

They chose Shildon Alive 
as their charity to support 
as they understand the 
demand and need for 
the service, especially at 
Christmas time. 

GENEROUS CHRISTMAS DONATIONS
Shildon Alive Project Manager, Paula Nelson, Advocate Kathryn Jennings and Jack, representing 
T Manners and Sons.

and carried out the bap-
tism.

Elwood was supported 
by his proud mother, Deb-
orah Plews and, alongside 
Mark, the other godpar-
ents were Brian Barber 
and Billy-Joe Plews (god-
fathers) plus Samantha 

Barber and Angela Bever-
idge (godmothers).

Elwood’s nephews and 
nieces were also there 
and a party to celebrate 
his baptism was held in 
the Suzanne Cuthbertson 
Hall, upstairs from St. 
John’s chapel.

ON SUNDAY 12th January, 
twelve-year-old Elwood 
John Plews was baptised 
at St. John’s in Shildon.  

Rev. Mark Hudghton, 
curate at St. John’s (who 
also took the role as one 
of Elwood’s godfathers) 
officiated at the service 

ELWOOD BAPTISED AT ST JOHN’S

Blake Barber, Samantha Barber and younger son, Alfie Barber, Billy-Joe Plews, Lexi Barber in 
front of Billy-Joe, Deborah Plews, Elwood Plews, Angela Beveridge, Brian Barber and Rev. Mark 
Hudghton, Curate at St. John’s.

THERE IS a new time for 
the Adult Get Creative with 
Crafts sessions at Shildon 
Library.

Anyone interested can 
go along and join artist 
Laura to learn, create and 
enjoy on Thursdays from 
11am until 12 noon.

The sessions are free 
and take place every 
Thursday. 

All materials are pro-
vided and booking is not 

required.
Meanwhile, every Mon-

day at 10.30am it’s Tod-
dler Time with free weekly 
activities available for 
preschool children, who 
must be supervised by an 
appropriate adult.

For more informa-
tion on these or any 
other activities hosted 
by the library, call 
03000 262539 or email  
shildon.lib@durham.gov.uk.

WHAT’S ON AT 
SHILDON LIBRARY

Thank you BATS
I just wanted to thank BATs (Bishop Auckland 
Theatre Group) for their excellent show last week 
at the Civic Hall. 
The production of Sleeping Beauty was, in my 
opinion, one of the best I have seen for a while. 
I attended with my friends on the first night and 
there were very few nerves shown and all the 
audience participated and really got into panto 
mode. 
Thank you, and you are welcome in Shildon 
anytime.

Councillor Shirley Quinn.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

TICKETS ARE on sale now 
for the Mayor’s Annual 
Charity Ball at Shildon 
Civic Hall. 

This year’s Ball takes 
place on Friday 31st Jan-
uary from 7pm until mid-
night. 

Tickets cost £25 and 
include a three-course 
meal and entertainment 
by local band, The Fabs.

There will also be fund-
raising for the Mayor’s 
Charity. Cllr Peter Quinn 

raised funds earlier in the 
year to fit a 24/7 defibril-
late on the Town Council 
Building but continues 
to raise funds to help out 
local groups. 

Tickets are available 
from the Civic Hall or from 
the Town Council office.

A spokesperson said: 
“Dress is up to you, as 
long as you enjoy your-
selves. We look forward 
to welcoming as many 
local people as possible.”

MAYOR’S BALL TICKETS ON SALE

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS
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ties on offer across the 
county to help adults 
improve their health and 
mental wellbeing.

The service’s new pro-

gramme details activities 
taking place from Janu-
ary to March in locations 
in every community and 
features a wide range 

DURHAM COUNTY Coun-
cil’s new Ways to Wellbe-
ing programme has been 
published, listing all the 
fun and relaxing activi-

WAYS TO WELLBEING IN 
COUNTY DURHAM

Couch to 5k is just one of the fitness-based activities taking place as part of Durham County 
Council’s Ways to Wellbeing programme.

of free activities from 
weekly exercise classes 
and cycle rides to singing 
and reading groups. 

The sessions are a 
great way to meet new 
people, get more active 
and learn new skills.

The Ways to Wellbeing 
programme can help you 
to access a wide range of 
opportunities to support 
your wellbeing, includ-
ing meeting new people, 
being more active and 
learning new skills. 

All of the opportunities 
we provide are based 
around the five ways to 
wellbeing, which are:
• Be Active: Regular phys-

ical activity is known to 
have significant benefits 
towards physical and 
mental wellbeing. But 
you don’t have to go to 
the gym - activities such 
as walking can have the 
benefit of encouraging 
social interactions as 
well as providing some 
level of exercise. 

• Connect: Developing 
social relationships 
with, family, friends, col-

leagues and neighbours 
are critical for promot-
ing wellbeing and pre-
venting poor mental 
health. 

• Keep Learning: Learning 
new skills can give you 
a sense of achievement 
and a new confidence.

• Take Notice: Being 
more aware of your 
thoughts and feelings, 
your body and the world 
around you, can posi-
tively change the way 
you feel about life and 
how you approach chal-
lenges. 

• Give to others: Acts 
such as volunteering in 
your local community 
can improve your men-
tal wellbeing and help 
you build new social 
networks.
Local activities can be 

found in the table below 
and further information 
about the full programme 
can be found at www.
durham.gov.uk/waystow-
ellbeing by telephoning 
03000 262 539 or by 
emailing waystowellbe-
ing@durham.gov.uk.

WAYS TO WELLBEING COUNTY DURHAM - LOCAL PROGRAMME
Activity Description Day Time Location Frequency

Health Walks Short led community walks Monday 10.30 - 11.30am Shildon Library Weekly Free

Thursday 10.45- 11.30am Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre Weekly Free

Run Durham Couch to 5k Friday 9.15am The Hub in 
Hackworth Park 10 Weeks Free

Reading Groups Sociable reading group 
for book lovers Thursday 2 - 3pm Shildon Library

Every first 
Thursday of 
the month

Free

Get Creative Sessions vary
Thursday 11am-12pm Shildon Library Weekly Free

Friday 10am-12pm Shildon Library Weekly Free

Countryside 
Guided Walks

Locomotion Way and 
Shildon’s Railway History

Sunday 8th 
March 10.30am

Start Middridge 
Village Hall Car Park, 
Walkers Lane.

10.5 miles 
(5 hours) £4

To join an activity, contact the Ways to Wellbeing Service on 03000 262539 for further information or visit 
durham.gov.uk/waystowellbeing.
 

It’s also possible to become a Ways to Wellbeing volunteer. For more information about volunteering for this 
programme and many other activities, visit durham.gov.uk/volunteering. 

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - Ridge Tile 

Repairs - Brickwork Repointed 
- Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 
Felting and Pointing - Guttering 

- Fibre glass flat roofing 
with 20 year guarantee

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

HOUSES TO LET

Est. 2002
TEL: 07795 652 191

In Shildon, 
Bishop Auckland

 & Leadgate 
from £60 p/w

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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King James coach Dion Raitt, David Dent, Nick Grieveson, Kim 
O’Connor, Dir. of Learning for PE at King James and Darren Tait.

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

AERIALS

naylorsaerials.co.uk
0 1 3 8 8 7 2 0 9 9 4

Digital TV Aerial &
CCTV Installers

ü Competitive Price
ü Quality Materials
ü Fast & Reliable 

ment is a long term com-
mitment and it will see the 
development and growth 
of a post-16 Football 
Academy, where schol-
ars can take advantage of 
day to day coaching from 
ex-Northern League play-
ers and coaches, work on 
strength and condition-
ing, video analysis and 
have the opportunity to 
train with the first team. 

The partnership will 
also see the formation 
of a reserve side for Shil-
don and the development 
of facilities at both King 
James and Dean Street.

David Dent, Chairman of 
Shildon AFC said: “This is 
a really exciting partner-
ship which gives the club 
access to a unique junior 
set up whose emphasis 
is very much on player 
development delivered by 
UEFA B Coaches. 

“It also allows us to put 
in place very real player 
pathways and we have 
already seen Bishop Jun-
iors players join our first 
team squad. 

“King James I Academy 
provides us with not only 
a first class training base, 
but also a football acad-
emy, which will provide 
talented young football-
ers with the opportunity 
to be part of the first and 
reserve teams. 

“But it’s not just about 
football; our partnership 
with Hays Travel and our 

plans for a Travel Acad-
emy based at King James 
will provide young people 
with guaranteed inter-
views with Hays and the 
opportunity to develop 
their career with the fast-
est growing independent 
operator within the travel 
industry.“ 

Nick Grieveson, Head 
Teacher from King James 
I Academy said: “We wel-
come the opportunity to 
be able to work in part-
nership with Shildon AFC, 
Hays Travel and Bishop 
Juniors in order to pro-
vide our students with 
even more exciting, edu-
cational opportunities.

“We very much appreci-
ate the support provided 
by two high profile clubs 
and by Hays Travel. 

“Students now have the 
opportunity to develop 
their careers in football 
and travel and to pursue 
their ambitions from a 
young age. 

“I am sure that our part-
nership will help to sup-
port the next generation 
of young people on their 
way to successful futures 
in two growing industries 
with organisations that 
epitomise the best of the 
North East.”

 Darren Tait, Club Secre-
tary and Football Devel-
opment Officer for Bishop 
Juniors FC said: “We have 
had a very close working 
relationship with King 
James I Academy for over 
four years now, and this 
has been extremely bene-
ficial for both parties. 

“The opportunity to fur-
ther develop with this new 
partnership with Shildon 
AFC is really exciting for 
us all. 

“After our first conversa-
tion I was very impressed 
with the David and his 
ambition, but more impor-
tantly, the genuine plans 
he has in place at the club. 

“We are hoping that the 
planned formation of our 
adult team, which will 
serve as a Shildon reserve 
team, will also offer young 
players a realistic path-
way into adult football.’’ 

SHILDON AFC has signed 
a partnership agreement 
with King James I Acad-
emy and Bishop Juniors 
FC which aims to  provide 
opportunities for young 
people in education, foot-
ball and providing appren-
ticeship opportunities in 
the travel industry. 

Students will have the 
opportunity to pursue 
their academic and sport-
ing interests through 
unrivalled academic path-
ways to a variety of Uni-
versities and into training 
and employment. 

Shildon AFC, who have 
aspirations for promotion 
to the Northern Premier 
League, will become offi-
cial partners of Bishop 
Juniors. 

Combined with their 
own Development Cen-
tre, that will see over 350 
young people associated 
with the club. 

The creation of a very 
real pathway from Bishop 
Juniors to the first team 
is in place, with two of 
Bishop Juniors Under 17’s 
already making first team 
debut this season.

Shildon AFC’s official 
training facilities are now 
located at King James 
I Academy where they 
have access to strength 
and conditioning suites, 
classrooms, football 
pitches and the superb 
3G pitch. 

The partnership agree-

SHILDON ENTER ELITE PARTNERSHIP

A THUMPING 5-1 away 
win at high flying Division 
One newcomers, Billing-
ham Town has set up a 
highly anticipated top of 
the table clash at Dean 
Street this weekend. 

The win took Shildon 
into second place in the 
table and they entertain 
league leaders, Stockton 
Town, on Saturday, with 
the club hoping to see a 
bumper crowd for the big-
gest game of the season 
so far.

Last weekend’s game 
was over by half time as 
Shildon raced into a 4-1 
lead after just 25 minutes 
play.

David Palmer opened 
the scoring in the eighth 
minute and the lead was 
doubled on the quarter 
hour when Billy Greu-
lich-Smith struck home. 

Two minutes later the 
lead was halved when 
Matthew Robinson fired 
in from distance for the 
hosts.

But four minutes after 

WIN SETS UP TOP OF THE  
TABLE CLASH AT DEAN STREET

David Palmer fires home the opener at Billingham Town.  
Photo: Shildon AFC.

that, in the 22nd minute, 
Greulich-Smith restored 
the two-goal advantage 
from the penalty spot. 

The glut of goals con-
tinued as David Thexton 
scored his second in two 
games since signing from 
Newton Aycliffe. 

The second half proved 
a quieter affair in front of 
goal, but there was plenty 
of time for Greulich-Smith 
to convert again to notch 
his hat-trick. 

With Hebburn Town 
being held to a 2-2 draw in 
Guisborough, the results 
lifted Shildon into second 
place to set up Saturday’s 
mouthwatering clash. 

A win could see Shildon 
close the gap on Stock-
ton to just three points, 
albeit the leaders have 
the added cushion of two 
games in hand. 

The game will also see 
the club observe a min-
ute’s silence for club stal-
wart and lifelong fan, Alan 
Mulley, who sadly passed 
away during the week.


