
Issue No 888 At the heart of our wonderful community Friday 28th September 2018

Published at: 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Civic Hall Square, Shildon DL4 1AH  
• Editorial: 01388 775896 • Advertising: 07909 992731 • Email: crier@swd.news • Online: www.swd.news/crier • 

You can read all our sister papers online at www.swd.news: Spennymoor News • Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter • The Bishop Press

A SHILDON rogue trader 
who left customers thou-
sands of pounds out 
of pocket and without 
the equipment they had 
ordered has been disqual-
ified as a director for five 
years.

Richard Andreas Allsopp 
accepted payments total-
ling more than £10,000 
from nine households 
across the North East 
and when the repairs he 
had carried out did not 
work, promised to provide 
replacements which did 
not materialise. 

Durham Crown Court 
last Friday heard how 
Allsopp, 39, of Redworth 
Road, Shildon, purported 
to provide maintenance 
and repair services for 
electrical goods such as 
washing machines, cook-
ers and fridge freezers, 
through A & R Electrics of 
which he was a director.

A judge heard how the 
council’s trading stand-
ards officers looked into 
the complaints of ten peo-
ple aged in their 40s to 
80s, most of whom were 
from County Durham.

It was outlined how a 
theme emerged to the 
complaints, which related 
to the period January 
2016 and October 2017. 

SHILDON 
ROGUE TRADER 
DISQUALIFIED 
AS A DIRECTOR

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

EST 1898

hackettandbaines@btconnect.com

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • 01388  772671  |  30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • 01325 463303 Also 
available in leather

ELECTRIC and MANUAL
R EC L IN E R  S U I T E S

Park right outside our showroom 
and shop at your leisure!

OVER 20 IN STOCK 
FOR

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
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SHILDON AFC have offi-
cially opened their new 
200-seater with the help 
of Sunderland player, 
Luke Molyneux and Shil-
don Mayor, Luan Deakin.

An invited audience 
of fans and dignitaries 
attended the ceremony to 
open the stand, which is 
sponsored by Creed Cap-
ital and named after the 
company.

The construction of the 
stand was  made possi-
ble by a £57,027 grant 
from the Premier League, 
which has been delivered 
by the Football Stadia 
Improvement Fund (FSIF).

The investment has 
allowed Shildon, who play 
in EBAC Northern League 
Division One at Step 5 of 
non-league in the football 
pyramid,  to improve the 

infrastructure of the club, 
adding to the matchday 
experience of the local 
community who come 
and watch, not only the 
first team, but also their 
academy players and 
teams from the growing 
Development Centre.

The new stand replaces 
the iconic pagoda stand 
on the opposite side of 
the playing field, which is 

no longer suitable from 
a health and safety per-
spective.

The new stand forms 
a vital part of the club’s 
facilities as it pursues its 
ambition of promotion to 
the next level of the pyra-
mid.

The substantial grant 
is in addition to a fur-

SHILDON AFC’S NEW 200 SEAT 
STAND DECLARED OFFICIALLY OPEN

Shildon AFC chairman, David Dent and Shildon Mayor, Luan Deakin help Sunderland player, Luke Molyneux, who grew up in 
Shildon, to cut the ribbon and declare the new stand officially open.  Photo: Shildon AFC.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us on 
01388 775896 or email 

spenny@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

Shildon & District Town 
Crier cannot be

held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

In Memoriam

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per word + 
£7.20 for an optional photograph. 
For more information call 01388 
775896 or email crier@swd.news.

Services
House Plans & Extensions
01325 300646 / 07795 965 670

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

almost full to capacity 
and Creative Forum, led 
by Sharron Bates encour-
ages a lovely way to meet 
up and develop your artis-
tic skills.

Greenfield Arts continue 
their offer to young people 
with free weekly activities 
including Art Club and 
Yoga for young people. 

Greenfield Arts are 
launching their Big Draw 
events in October to 
encourage young peo-
ple to play and explore 
through art.  

Holiday activities are 
already planned for half-
term and Christmas with 
sessions taking place at 
both Aycliffe and Shildon.

These are tutor led and 
family focused, exploring 
playful ways to be crea-
tive. 

If you would like to know 
more about the offer and 
what they do, visit the 
website at www.green-
field-arts.co.uk or call the 
friendly team on 01325 
379048 to join the mailing 
list.  

“We are now looking 
ahead to the next season 
with a host of new and 
exciting workshops and 
activities,” said a spokes-
person.

“Why not call our friendly 
team to sign up for our 
Greenfield Arts Newslet-
ter to keep up-to-date.”

GREENFIELD ARTS have 
had a great start to the 
Autumn season with new 
projects, courses and 
activities proving more 
popular than ever. 

The Season of Play 
programme encourages 
imagination through 
learning and playful activ-
ities, sparking creativity 
throughout the courses 
and specialised work-
shops. 

The new programme 
has seen the return of 
popular courses such as 
Floral Art, Yoga and Span-
ish, which have attracted 
record numbers of partic-
ipants.

New specialist art 
courses are also attract-
ing serious attention, 
forming an ever-growing 
creative community. 

Courses, which include 
Exploring Collage and 
Glass Decorating, are 

PLAY IS THE WORD AT 
GREENFIELD ARTS

The ‘season of play’ programme encourages imagination 
through learning and playful activities.

Desmond Robinson
(Des)

18th August 1933 to
28th September 2013

Loving wife, Freda
Also his girls and all the 

family

Five years have passed so 
quickly

I still cannot believe you 
have gone

We had so many happy 
times together

I have good memories that 
will last forever

My heart is still so full of 
sadness

And secret tears still flow
What it means to lose you

No one can ever know

Fred Horlock
September 29th 2006

From daughters, sons-in-
law, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren
xxxx

Reunited with our 
beloved mam

Sad are the hearts that 
loved you

Sad are the tears that fall,
Living our lives without you

Is the saddest part of all

Birthday Memories

The world changes from 
year to year

Our lives from day to day,
But the love and memory 

of you
Shall never fade away

Michelle Coulson
28th September

Love forever,
Mam & Dad, Pamela, 

Peter & Anne
xxx

Audrey Bell
28th September

Love Susan, Robert & 
Sharon

And partner John

Thinking of you on your 
birthday mam

Birthdays

Happy 1st birthday

Amber Rose Crow
27.9.18

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad, Keiron, Marcus, 

Nana & Grandma
xxx

Zak William Allen

Love Nanna, Grandad, 
Uncle Stephen & Granny

xxx

Happy 4th birthday

Zak William Allen

We love you very much,
Love Mammy, Daddy

& Connor

Happy 4th birthday to a 
special little boy

Becki Jayne

Lots of love
xxx

Well done!
Nurse Jayne

We are all so proud of 
your achievement Becki. 

Nursing degree done and 
dusted!

Congratulations
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RESIDENTS IN Corona-
tion Avenue had a lucky 
escape when Storm Ali 
came to town last week 
after two neighbour-
ing trees crashed to the 
ground, blocking several 
front doors and prevent-
ing residents from being 
able to enter their homes.

Several trees in the 
town fell or were dam-
aged as the storm lashed 
the region throughout the 
day, with winds gusting to 
90mph.

In Coronation Avenue, a 
large limb from one tree 
(pictured above) came 
down, blocking access 
to six homes and forcing 
neighbours to take saws 
to the branches in order 

FALLEN TREES BLOCK HOMES

Top: the tree blocks residents’ homes and below, properties 
are flooded with natural light for the first time in 38 years.

Richard Allsopp, who runs A&R Electrics, says he will 
continue as a sole trader, despite being disqualified 
as a director and becoming the subject of a 12 month 
community order.

to gain entry. 
Previously, a neigh-

bouring tree had fallen, 
and when an inundated 
Durham County Council 
(DCC) staff examined it, 
they declared it rotten 
and cut it down entirely 
(pictured below).

DCC staff say they will 
now assess all the adja-
cent trees to see if they 
pose a risk , and if so, they 
will be removed.

Meanwhile, one neigh-
bour, Fred Ellison declared 
the drama, “a blessing in 
disguise.”

“After living here for 38 
years,” he said, “I can’t 
believe the difference in 
the amount of light we 
have in our house now.”

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

well as being ordered to 
pay costs of £3,000 and 
a victim surcharge of £85, 
and the five year ban from 
being a company director.

Owen Cleugh, the coun-
cil’s consumer protection 
manager, said: “Consum-
ers have every right to 
receive the service or item 
they are paying for in a 
timely fashion but in this 
case Allsopp’s repairs did 
not address the problems 
and promised goods did 
not materialise.

“The complain-
ants, some of whom 
were elderly, told us of 
exchanges with Mr All-
sopp lasting many months 
and of the difficulties and 
distress they were caused 
as a result.

Allsopp would promise 
to repair an item and col-
lected payments. How-
ever the repairs carried 
out would not solve the 
problem.

Allsopp would then say 
he would put the money 
towards a replacement 
item, however this would 
be unobtainable. 

A different, more expen-
sive, replacement was 
agreed upon in some 
cases but this too would 
not materialise.

The court heard Allsopp 
received payments of 
£10,479.32 – including 
£3,099.33, £1,999 and 
£1,950 from three house-
holds in relation to fridge 
freezers, with the latter 
figure also relating to a 
washer and dryer.

In court Allsopp pleaded 
guilty to ten counts of 
engaging in a commercial 
practice which contra-
vened the requirements of 
professional diligence.

The court heard the 
offences were the result 
of problems in the busi-
ness and that Allsopp has 
changed his practices, 
with the company now in 
a much better state.

He was given a 12 month 
community order through 
which he must do 80 
hours unpaid work, as 

SHILDON ROGUE TRADER 
DISQUALIFIED AS DIRECTOR 

TO LET

TEL: 07725 310 971

• One bedroom flat in 
Shildon

• Two bedroom flat in 
• St Helen’s

• Newly decorated & 
carpeted

No bond required 
Guarantor may be required

From £65 per week

“This prosecution shows 
we will take action against 
rogue traders operating 
in our area and we hope 
the sentence imposed will 
serve as a deterrent.”

Although Allsopp’s 
business is completely 
unrelated to his father’s 
business, AAA Electrics 
in Shildon’s Church Street 
claim they have lost tens 
of thousands in potential 
revenue due to custom-
ers mistakenly believing 
there to be a connection 
between the two.

Another local business, 
on learning of the con-
viction, said: “We’re glad 
this man has been prose-
cuted at last, but we have 
also been on the receiving 
end of his practices and 
remain thousands out of 
pocket. 

“Allsopp claimed in court 
an ‘upturn in business’ 
helped him pay his debts, 
so we will now be asking 
him again to also pay back 
the money we are owed.”

FROM PAGE 1
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is 
delivered to 
around 
6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 3p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron Shildon Railway Institute

Saturday 12th October

Tickets £7, available from Dash Hairdressers 
or the Institute. £8 on the night.

New Jersey Tones
Plus Disco

the day last year. 
“It is great that we can 

give families the oppor-
tunity to come along and 
enjoy themselves, whilst 
also learning about com-
munity safety.  

“I encourage people to 
come along and have a 
free day out with all of the 
family. The event will be 
happening come rain or 
shine, and this year it will 
be autism-friendly until 
12pm.”

There will be some famil-
iar faces from the emer-
gency services includ-
ing, the Police (including 
Police Interceptors), Fire 
and Rescue Service, Tees-
dale and Weardale Search 
and Mountain Rescue 
along with local commu-
nity and voluntary organ-
isations. The public will 
have the opportunity to 

get involved with various 
interactive activities and 
demonstrations.  

One of the highlights is 
the fancy dress compe-
tition at 12 noon, where 
children can come as 
their favourite character, 
local superhero, or hal-
loween outfits.  

Adults are being encour-
aged to share comments, 
photos and videos on 
Facebook, Twitter and Ins-
tagram using the hashtag 
#CelebrateLocalSuperhe 
roes.

Picnic tables are avail-
able if families prefer to 
bring food with them.

There’s no need to book, 
just turn up on the day 
(with or without fancy 
dress!). For updates, 
search for Durham PCC 
on Facebook, or visit: 
www.durham-pcc.gov.uk.

FAMILIES CAN find out 
more about the work of 
our real-life superheroes 
at a free family fun day on 
Saturday 27th October at 
Locomotion, in Shildon.

The PCVC Celebration of 
Local Superheroes event 
will showcase and raise 
awareness of all the good 
work that is happening in 
our local communities, 
thanking those who go 
above and beyond to help 
others in our local area.

Hosted by Ron Hogg, 
the Durham Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commis-
sioner, the family event is 
free, and will be held from 
10am – 3pm.

Mr Hogg said: “I’m 
delighted that this annual 
event is now a firm fam-
ily favourite.  It really has 
grown year-on-year. Over 
10,000 people attended 

FAMILY FUN DAY CELEBRATES SUPERHEROES
Ron Hogg will host the PCVC Celebation of Superheroes at Locomotion on 27th October.

AREA DEMONSTRATOR, 
Eileen Bedford from 
Pickering, will present an 
evening demonstration 
of flower arranging enti-
tled Walking the Dog, at 
the next meeting of Shil-
don and District Flower 
Club.

The meeting takes 
place at Shildon Civic Hall 
on Monday 1st October at 
7.30pm, when there will 
be a variety of stalls sell-

ing interesting goods and 
the bar will be open. 

All are welcome to 
attend.

The event is free for 
members. Visitors £5 on 
the door.

Members are reminded 
that annual subscrip-
tions of £26 are now due, 
together with £12.80 for 
those who subscribe 
to The Flower Arranger 
magazine.

WALKING THE DOG WITH 
SHILDON FLOWER CLUB

THE MEMORY café is a 
support group for peo-
ple who are experiencing 
short term memory loss 
or who have been diag-
nosed with dementia.

Anyone who would like 
to go along can enjoy a 
cuppa and create oppor-
tunities to aid memory 
through friendship, laugh-

ter, fun activities and 
entertainment in a safe, 
caring, regular and wel-
coming environment.

“We would love to see 
you there at Chesnut 
Close Community Cen-
tre in Shildon on Tues-
day October 2nd from 
1pm-2.30pm,” said a 
spokesperson. 

CHESTNUT CLOSE MEMORY CAFE 

ON FRIDAY 21st Septem-
ber, Timothy Hackworth 
Primary School took part 
in this year’s Jeans for 
Genes Day, when both 
children and staff were 
invited to wear their 
favourite jeans to school. 

Up to 1 in 25 children 
are affected by a genetic 

disorder. Simply by wear-
ing jeans and bringing 
in a donation, £243 was 
raised on the day which 
will help change the lives 
of some of these children.   

To find out more, visit 
the Jeans for Genes 
website at www.jeansfor-
genes.org.uk.

JEANS FOR GENES AT 
TIMOTHY HACKWORTH
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Pass + 
Driving School
29 yea rs expe r i ence

H igh Pass RAte
** Special Offer **

4 lessons on ly £40

Call Ian on
07989 802481

Museum on 13th Septem-
ber. 

A spokesperson said, 
“The weather was great 

and the fish and chips 
were delicious. 

“A lovely day was had by 
all.”

AS PART of a Memories 
Sessions with The Ladies 
Club, which meets at 
Jubilee Fields Commu-

nity Centre on Thursday 
afternoons, Co-op Funer-
alcare took a number of 
the ladies to Beamish 

MAKING MEMORIES AT BEAMISH
Co-op staff with The Ladies Club at Beamish Museum.

horrors that were seen in 
this terrible place. People 
need to come here so that 
this type of thing doesn’t 
happen again.”

The trip also included 
a river cruise along the 
River Vistula seeing the 
stunning Wawel castle on 
the banks of the Vistula, 
which was the HQ for the 
Nazi Governor of southern 
Poland in World War II, and 
earlier the seat of the Pol-
ish Kings. 

They also visited the 
Jewish quarter of Krakow 
and learned about the 
efforts of Oskar Schin-
dler’s metal manufactur-
ing factory, where he man-
aged to save the lives of 
many of his Jewish work-
ers. 

This was just one of the 

valuable opportunities 
that have been available 
to students at Greenfield 
Community College. Dur-
ing the summer, students 
were given the opportu-
nity to visit France to learn 
more about history and the 
WWI Battlefields.  A group 
of students also travelled 
to Morocco to take part in 
the World Challenge. 

If you would like to find 
out more about the oppor-
tunities available to young 
people at Greenfield, go 
along to one of their open 
evenings on Thursday 
27th September from 
6pm to 8pm (Shildon site) 
and Thursday 4th October 
from 6pm to 8pm (Aycliffe 
site). For information 
email contact@greenfield-
school.net.

STUDENTS FROM Green-
field Community College 
have travelled to Krakow, 
Poland as part of their His-
tory studies.   

The Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents and staff ventured 
into Krakow’s Stary Miasto 
(old place in English) to 
view the stunning cloth 
hall and buildings in the 
old town, learning more 
about the culture and his-
tory of the city.

They then travelled to 
the site of one of the 
most serious crimes in 
the history of the world, 
the Nazi concentration 
camps of Auschwitz I and 
Auschwitz II - Birkenau, 
where over 1 million peo-
ple were murdered.

The staff and stu-
dents spent two-and-

a-half hours in stunned 
silence while their guide  
described some of the 
countless atrocities that 
took place there. What 
really hit many of the 
young people was seeing 
the two tons of human 
hair, which moved many of 
the students and teachers 
to tears. 

Mr Johnson, Sub-
ject Leader in History, 
described the experience: 
“For me it’s difficult to put 
into words but a deeply 
moving and harrowing 
place which shows where 
racism can go to its ulti-
mate extent. 

“Just to think from that 
initial thought in some-
one’s mind that someone 
is inferior, that hate can 
grow to the extent of the 

STUDENTS VISIT HISTORIC KRAKOW
Greenfield students and staff at the gate to Auschwitch, which reads ‘Arbeit macht frei’, a German phrase meaning “work 
sets you free”.

A COUCH to 5K ten-week 
running course is taking 
place in Shildon from next 
week.

Run Durham, in part-
nership with Livin, will 
hold sessions from Foun-
dations, 51-55 Church 
Street, Shildon, from 1pm 
on Tuesday 2nd October.

Places are limited and 
runners are asked to book 
on all ten weeks.

For more information, 
call 03000 266 555 or 
email sportandleisure@
durham.gov.uk.

COUCH TO 5K 
IN SHILDON

Science & 
Maths Tuition

Tutor has an MSc, 
extensive educational 

experience and a 
full D.B.S

For information ring:
07809 617 716

THE SALVATION Army, at 
Cross Street, Shildon, is 
hosting a Coffee Morning 
Cake Stall and Table Top 
Sale on Saturday 29th 
September from 10am 
until noon. All are wel-
come to go along.

COFFEE 
MORNING 
CAKE STALL

Gary Smallman

Master Chimney Sweep
HETAS registered
Based in Cornforth

Covering all the North East
£45 TO SWEEP YOUR CHIMNEY

(Unless major blockage)

Tel: 07973 879055
Or: 01740 655351
www.garysmallmansweep.co.uk
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Shildon Railway Sports 
& Social Club (BR) 

Hackworth Street, require an

ASSISTANT BAR
MANAGER

Approx 15-18 hours per 
week. Flexible.

Applications in writing 
to the above address.
Contact the Secretary 

on 01388 772068
or (evenings)

07798 835 376
for more information.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Methodist says thanks
At our coffee morning held on Thursday 13th September  in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, the marvellous sum of £382 
was raised.  
Wonderful fellowship was enjoyed by all and our sincere  
thanks go to everyone who supported us  by either donating 
items to sell or simply turning up on the day. 
We hope you all enjoyed the morning and look forward to 
welcoming you again to our weekly drop in. 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to all those who 
supported our recent quiz evening.  A total of £393 was 
raised through your support and a great night was enjoyed 
by all.  
All monies raised go towards helping us maintaining our 
premises to enable the ongoing community work, which we 
ourselves provide or for which we provide a base. Thanks 
again.

COMING SOON, ‘Rhyming Nativity’ – Friday 7th December 
at only £5 including supper – Tickets will be limited so ring 
to reserve tickets – 775366 – A GREAT NIGHT GUARANTEED! 
Watch press for further details. 

Shildon Methodist Church.

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

Show had 30,000 visitors 
to the one-day late sum-
mer event. Single prizes 
were the modern equiv-
alent of thousands of 
pounds. 

“Judges and competitors 
came from as far afield as 
Wiltshire, Manchester and 
Edinburgh. The railways 
sponsored Britain’s best 
bands to travel to perform 
and that helped them sell 
tickets at a time when their 
business was booming.

“As late as 1919 the Tees-
dale Mercury described 
the show as ‘mammoth...
for many years was the 
gala day of the North.’

“The music was part of 
a scene of Auckland-Shil-
don band culture that 
was to have international 
impact.

“A group of us have 
plans to research and pub-
lish about this and other 
important local history. 
The Shildon compos-
ers and the Flower Show 
might be local, but they 
are of truly international 
interest. 

“We have just published 
on Auckland Art in a Chica-
go-based journal and only 
last week I was speaking 

to an American academic 
on writing about Shildon 
for a New York-based 
international Journal. 

“Shildon and Auckland 
are much more historically 
significant than we give 
credit for on an everyday 
basis.”

Professor Martin will also 
be hosting a lecture on 
music of the Flower Show 
and Shildon composers at 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre, 7pm-8.30pm on 
Wednesday 3rd October. 
Admission is £4 on the 
door. Concessions £2.

IN 1859, with the sup-
port of  Charles Longley, 
Bishop of Durham, a group 
of local miners formally 
expanded their local veg-
etable and flower compe-
tition into a great national 
event – the Auckland 
Flower Show. It ran for 
over three decades and 
dwarfed the forerunner of 
the Chelsea flower show. 

The area was proud of 
its show: “Auckland has 
long been celebrated for 
its flower show which 
stands unrivalled in the 
kingdom for its brilliance 
and magnitude” stated the 
Teesdale Mercury on Sep-
tember 27th, 1871.

Professor Stephen Mar-
tin, of St Chad’s College, 
Durham and also a New 
Shildon resident, is keen to 
see if there are any more 
clues in peoples’ attics 
and shoe boxes. He said: 
“If anyone has any docu-
ments or items to do with 
Auckland Flower Show, do 
please contact the Crier. 
We would love to have a 
look at them as we do not 
want to miss any historical 
gold dust.

“There is hard evidence 
that, at its peak, the Flower 

EXCITING FINDINGS ON 
FLOWER SHOW HISTORY

A depiction of the Auckland Flower Show by J W Carmichael, 1859.

Professor Stephen Martin 
from Shildon is hoping that 
residents can help with his 
research into the Auckland 
Flower Show.

Summer raffle success
Children in Distress Charity in Church Street, Shildon, would 
like to thank all its customers for their kind donations, which 
have helped to raise £464 in their Summer Raffle.
The charity provides hospice care for children with life 
threatening conditions. They also pioneer education and 
welfare for those living with Autistic Spectrum disorders.
Educational opportunities are offered to children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. Each year, some ten thousand 
infants, children, young people and senior citizens have been 
given warm winter clothing, hand-knitted sweaters, hats 
gloves and scarves and knitted blankets to keep them warm 
in winter.
This is all possible thanks to the generosity of our loyal 
customers.

Children in Distress staff.

Busy Bees raffle winners
The Busy Bees would like to thank you for everyone’s support 
at our recent Table Top Sale. It was a huge success, with great 
bargains.
The winners of our number draw, which raised £231 are:
1st prize £25, M Sedgewick;
2nd prize £10, Isabel;
3rd prize £5, Les Dunn;
4th prize Toiletries; J Beaumont;
5th prize Voucher Surprise, Ann Fletcher;
6th Prize Toiletries, Rebecca.

The Busy Bees Fundraising Group

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery
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and knowing this fact, the 
young people decided to 
do this family-favourite 
musical as their next pro-
duction. 

“The young people 
aged, 8 to 16 years of age, 
have put a lot of hours of 
rehearsal into the produc-
tion, so hopefully they will 
get good audiences to 
their four shows on Thurs-
day 18th, Friday 19th and 
Saturday 20th October, at 

7.30pm, and Sunday 21st 
October at 2pm. 

“Tickets, which are 
priced £5.50 for adults 
and £3.50 for children, 
will hopefully sell like 
‘Greased Lightning’. We 
strongly recommend 
booking as to guarantee 
a seat.”

To book tickets, or for 
further information call 
01388 774838 or 07747 
826 324.

NOW THAT the ‘Summer 
Nights’ are drawing to a 
close, local Youth Theatre 
Group CATS are saying 
‘You’re The One That They 
Want’ to go along and see 
their production of Grease 
(The Musical), which they 
will be performing at the 
Civic Hall next month. 

A spokesperson for the 
group said “It is 40 years 
since the film Grease was 
on our cinema screens, 

CATS GET ALL GREASED UP
Go along to Grease the Musical at the Civic Hall next month.

NAYLORS AERIALS

£45

01388 720994

From
Just
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TV AERIALS 

Supplied & Fitted

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 
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Competitive Rates
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water into the font while 
little sister Kaitlin (6) held 
baby Maddison’s candle. 

Proud Mam and Dad 
Clare and Mark Ruther-
ford stood proudly along-
side the godparents 
as they celebrated the 

joy that Maddison had 
brought to their family.

The service was fol-
lowed by a gathering 
at Old Shildon Club as 
friends and family alike 
enjoyed laughter and 
chat.

A SMILING Maddison 
Rutherford was baptised 
by Canon David at the 
weekend in a ceremony 
that involved all the fam-
ily. 

Older siblings Emily (13) 
and Dylan (17) poured the 

BAPTISED AT ST JOHN’S
Baby Maddison Rutherford with big sister Kaitlin, her mam and dad, and Godparents.

SHILDON AFC Supporters 
Club will hold its AGM on 
Sunday 7th October from 
11am at the Dean Street 
clubhouse. 

The AGM is the final day 
for paying subscriptions 
for this season. 

Subscriptions are £2 
adults, £1 concessions 
and £3 for a lifetime 
membership for age 65 
and over.

New members are 
always welcome to go 
along.

SUPPORTERS CLUB AGM

ANOTHER NEW team vis-
ited the Rec. when Shildon 
entertained Walkergate 
from Newcastle on Satur-
day morning (22nd Sep-
tember) in a highly enter-
taining game.

Turning up with 10 men, 
the away team were there 
for the taking, but the Shil-
don team - the Oxfam of 
the division, who keeps on 
giving - conceded an early 
goal and once again after 
a slow start found them-
selves on the back foot.

However, the game 
swung towards the home 
side when Pat Bowtell, 
returning from injury, 
crossed a quality ball and 
Davies, still in his hot scor-
ing streak, headed home 
to level.

Shildon were now in full 
control and, on the bal-
ance of play, should have 
put the game to bed. 

Instead, they managed to 
find the net just once more 
before the break, and it 
was that man Davies again 
who put the Railwaymen 
2-1 up before the break.

In the second half, Shil-
don made it three early on 
with, who else but Davies 
on hand to notch yet 
another hat trick - his third 
of the season so far.

But it wasn’t all one-way 
traffic and Walkergate 
came back into the game 
by scoring on the break 

with Shildon pressing on in 
an effort to increase their 
goal difference. 

Shildon, however, con-
tinued to dominate and 
should have closed out the 
game, but with constant 
player changes and the 
team trying to re organ-
ise, the ten man visitors 
levelled at 3-3 and Shildon 
couldn’t get out of their 
own half.

With just minutes left, the 
visitors shocked the home 
side by taking the lead. 

But straight from kick 
off, Stephen Wheldon, car-
rying a hamstring injury 
and, by the look of his turn 
of pace, four bags of shop-
ping, equalised with the 
last kick of the game.

Given the numerical 
advantage and the num-
ber of chances created, 
it was two points thrown 
away.

The team continue to 
suffer from the lack of a 
manager able to organise 
the team and substitu-
tions from the sidelines. 

Anyone interested can 
get in touch with the side 
by visiting the Shildon AFC 
club house.

The side have an oppor-
tunity to regroup with a 
weekend off next week 
before they entertain Bol-
don Colliery down the Rec. 
on Saturday 6th October, 
kicking off at 10.30am.

OVER 40s STRUGGLE AGAINST 
TEN-MAN WALKERGATE

SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 23rd 
October. The six numbers 
drawn on the night were: 1, 
3, 4, 7, 10 and 12. 

LOTTERY LATEST
With no jackpot winners, 

the consolation prize 
of £25 was won by S P 
Meale. This week, players 
must match the six num-
bers drawn from 15 to 
scoop the £650 jackpot.

CUPPA WITH a Copper 
will be back at Costa Cof-
fee on Church Street, Shil-
don on the first Friday of 
the month.
PC AKIENS will be there 
or an informal chat on Fri-

CUPPA WITH A COPPER
day 5th October between 
1pm and 2pm. 

“Anyone who wants 
to come along and chat 
about any concerns will 
be more than welcome,” 
said PC Akiens.

Andrew’s Roofing
Chimney Stacks - 

Ridge Tile Repairs - New Roofs - 
Flat Roofs - Slating & Tiling - 

Felting and Pointing - Repairs 
UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 

& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
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AAP through Cllr Quinn’s 
Neighbourhood Budget.

She told the skaters how 
proud she was and how 
she wanted them to feel 
proud to wear their new 
skates and bring back 
some more medals.

The skates will be a 
huge asset to the club 
and will allow the children 
the tools to improve their 
skills even further.  

Coach Tracy Stevens 
said: “I am overwhelmed 
and ecstatic.  It is amaz-
ing to have someone 
really believe in a minor-
ity sport like roller skat-
ing and how its impact 
can improve participants’ 
wellbeing.  

“I am passionate about 
roller skating and having 
brand new high quality 
skates has been some-
thing I have dreamt about 
and now they are here I 

can hardly believe it.” 
The skaters were also 

amazed, posting com-
ments on social media 
such as, “Can’t believe I 
have new skates.  Can’t 
wait to use them!” and  
“Nothing more satisfying 
than getting new wheels 
and toe stoppers, thank 
you.” 

“The new skates mean 
the world to our club and 
we all would like to say a 
huge thank you to Shirley 
and the AAP for their sup-
port,” added Tracy. 

The team will be now 
be working hard towards 
their next national com-
petition which will be in 
November at Kettering.  

Anyone wanting to find 
out more about roller 
skating can contact Tracy 
on 07891 461958 or find 
them on Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram. 

SPECTRUM ROLLER Skat-
ing Club received a sur-
prise gift of roller skates 
from Shildon Town and 
County Councillor, Shirley 
Quinn at their demonstra-
tion day at Sunnydale Lei-
sure Centre in Shildon on 
Sunday 23rd September. 

Skaters ranging from 
age 5 to adults took part 
in a skating display show-
casing their talents this 
weekend and were sur-
prised when Shirley Quinn 
arrived with a secret gift: 
an amazing donation of 
roller skates to the club. 

Shirley has been 
to watch the skaters 
before and this time was 
impressed with the club’s 
talent and growth.  

She was very pleased 
to be able to help the 
club.  The project was 
supported by Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 

SKATERS RECEIVE SURPRISE GIFT
Spectrum Roller Skating Club’s members were overjoyed to receive a special gift of brand 
new skates from Shildon councillor, Shirley Quinn.

THE LEE Hainsworth 
stand, which was tempo-
rarily removed to make 
way for the new 200-seat 
stand at Dean Street has 
been re-erected at the 
north east corner of the 
ground.

SHILDON AFC have been 
knocked out of the North-
ern League Cup by Sec-
ond Division Willington 
AFC, despite a hat-trick 
by player-manager, Daniel 
Moore.

It is the second time in 
two seasons that Willing-
ton have inflicted a shock 
cup defeat on their first 
division neighbours, hav-
ing knocked them out of 
the Durham Challenge 
Cup last season. 

Moore has missed that 
defeat as he attended 
the birth of his son, and 
it looked like he was on a 
personal mission to make 
good last season’s shock 
when he opened the scor-
ing in the 9th minute, bun-
dling home a free kick at 
the back post. 

The Railwaymen dom-
inated the first half and 
it was Moore again who 
doubled the lead, firing in 
from 16 yards after a cor-
ner was only half cleared. 

Shildon were in cruise 
control, but after the 

LEE HAINSWORTH 
STAND RE-ERECTED

MOORE HAT-TRICK NOT 
ENOUGH AS WILLINGTON 
SHOCK SHILDON AGAIN

The Lee Hainsworth stand is back at Dean Street.

The covered terracing 
is named after former 
player, Lee, 26, who was 
tragically killed on his 
way to visit his girlfriend 
in Shildon when his sta-
tionary car was hit from 
behind by another vehicle. 

break the side were not 
only playing against the 
wind but against the tide 
of Willington attacks. 

Just before the hour, 
Matty Moffat halved the 
deficit and in the 70th, the 
visitors were back level 
through Michael Brown. 

With six minutes remain-
ing, the visitors looked 
to have completed the 
shock turnaround when 
Brown gave them the 
lead, but Moore collected 
his hat-trick with the final 
kick of the game to send 
the tie to penalties. 

Willington, however,  
were not to be denied and 
it was ex-keeper, Lewis 
Graham who returned 
to haunt his former side, 
saving two penalties 
before turning taker to 
strike home the decisive 
spot kick.

Shildon have now won 
just once in nine games 
in all competitions and 
must travel to second 
place Sunderland RCA on 
league duty on Saturday. 

ther FSIF grant of £3,000 
that the club received for 
boundary fencing works.

David Dent, Chairman 
of Shildon AFC, said: 
“The fantastic support 
from the Football Stadia 
Improvement Fund and 
the Premier League  has 
given the club a very real 
opportunity to be the best 
we can be and to progress 
to Step 4 and hopefully 

beyond.
“The stand is a mas-

sive piece of the jigsaw in 
terms of ground improve-
ments required for the 
next level of the National 
League and it undoubt-
edly improves spectator 
experience.

“We would like to extend 
a big thank you also to 
Vest Construction, Stadia 
Solutions and Alex Law 
from our project man-
agers, Identity Consult, 

SHILDON AFC OFFICIALLY OPEN NEW STAND
who all played their part 
in delivering the scheme 
within budget. 

“Finally, a big thank you 
to Luke Molyneux, who is 
an exciting young talent, 
from Sunderland AFC, 
and who has officially 
opened our new stand. 

“Luke spent a lot of his 
childhood in Shildon, liter-
ally a stone’s throw from 
the ground and it’s good 
to see that he hasn’t for-
gotten his Shildon roots.”
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