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NO CHANGES 
TO EASTER BIN 
COLLECTIONS
THERE WILL be no changes 
to bin collections in County 
Durham during the Easter 
Bank Holiday weeks – 
weeks starting Monday 
26th March and Monday 
2nd April.

This includes refuse and 
recycling as well as garden 
waste collections, for those 
who have signed up to the 
scheme.

Households who have 
collections on a Friday are 
therefore reminded to still 
put their bins out on Good 
Friday (30th March).

Residents are also 
advised to put their bins 
out for collection by 7am on 
their normal collection day.

Those who are unsure of 
their collection days can 
find out by entering their 
house number and post-
code into the ‘My Durham’ 
section at www.durham.
gov.uk.

For more information 
about bin collections visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/recy-
cling and to find out which 
items go in which bin visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/what-
goeswhere. 

Residents can ‘Save time 
and do it online’ if they 
wish to report a missed bin 
collection or order replace-
ment bins. Simply regis-
ter an account at www.
durham.gov.uk/doitonline. 
Accounts can be accessed 
24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

ELECTRIC RISE RECLINERS
BY SHERBORNE & CELEBRITY WITH 5 YEARS WARRANTY

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY- Manual recliners & settees to match -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • Tel: 01325 463303

OVER ONE hundred 
schools in County Dur-
ham were emailed a hoax 
terror threat on Wednes-
day (28th March) causing 
widespread panic among 
parents. 

A police spokesperson 
said: “We have received 
a number of calls from 
schools in our region 
reporting that they have 
been sent threatening 
emails.

“Police forces across 
the country are also 
believed to have reported 

similar incidents.  
“The emails inform the 

school that they will be 
targeted in an attack later 
today.”

Chief Inspector Cathe-
rine Clarke, from Durham 
Constabulary added: “We 
can confirm that at this 
time we believe none of 
the threats received by 
schools to date are con-
sidered to be credible.

“In the absence of any 
further threats being 
received, schools do not 
need to take any further 

action. 
“If any further threats 

are received they should 
be reported immediately 
to police.

“We are in contact with 
the schools in our area to 
give guidance and reas-
surance.

“More than 100 schools 
in the North-East region 
have received the emails 
and we are working with 
neighbouring forces to 
establish the facts and 
investigate who is respon-
sible.   

“Anyone with any infor-
mation that could assist 
police should contact 
Durham Constabulary on 
101, or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111.” 

It is not known if schools 
in Shildon received 
the message, but local 
schools allowed worried 
parents to take children 
home early.

Schools in Cornwall, 
Devon and Cambridgesh-
ire also received the same 
threat.

TERROR THREAT AFFECTS 
COUNTY DURHAM SCHOOLS

Pupils were allowed home early from local schools after worried parents responded to a terror threat. 
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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Passed  Away

Classifieds
All about local people ...

In Memoriam Acknowledgements

Shildon

Would friends please meet 
for funeral at Wear Valley 
Crematorium on Monday 
April 9th at 2pm. Family 

flowers only. Donations, if 
desired, for Auckland Park 

Hospital.

Fred Hartley

On March 17th suddenly 
at home with his beloved 
Wife Elsie, Fred aged 89 

years.
A much loved Brother, 
Brother-in-Law, Uncle, 

Cousin and friend to many.

Birthday Memories

March 29th

Lots of love, 
Your loving family

xx

Letitia Stephenson

Remembering you on your 
80th Birthday Mam

Birthdays

Happy 18th Birthday Anna!
Have a brilliant day!

Anna Makepeace

Loads and loads of love,
Mam, Dad & Beth

xxx

4th April

18!

Loads of love on your 18th 
Birthday, have a great time!

Anna Makepeace

From Nanna, Granda, Auntie 
Debra, Uncle Paul, Shannon, 

Blake, Nathan, Emmie 
& Grace

xx

4th April

18!
30.3.18

Nana Chris
xxx

Chelsea Waites

Happy 19th Birthday

Happy 70th Birthday Mum 
& Nana

Valerie Carter

Lots of love,
Claire, Keith, Connor, Caitlin, 

Keira and Kye

28th March

70!
Happy 8th Birthday

Stephen Jay Bell

Love you loads,
From Mam, Ashley & Breanna

1st April

We would like to thank 
family, friends and 

Godson Adam for the 
cards, vouchers, money 

and presents, which 
included the Comerford 

and Claydon family 
history and genealogy 

book and a photograph 
album, filled with lovely 

memories of bygone 
days, which we received 

on the occasion of 
our Golden Wedding 

Anniversary.

A special thank you to 
Craig, Tracy, Kam and Iris, 

Steven, Pam, Ryan and 
Laoise. Thanks Steven 

for making the trip from 
Australia to join us. What 

a brilliant surprise!!

Love to you all, 
Christine and Johnny

xxxxx

Comerford

We would like to thank 
family and friends for all 

the cards, flowers and 
presents we received on 

our Golden Wedding and 
thank you to Pauline for 

the lovely cake she made. 
Also a thank you to the 
Mayor and the staff at 
the Town Council for 
the lovely flowers we 

received.
Freddie and Beryl

Mr & Mrs Alderson

Thanks to all who 
attended our Diamond 

Wedding meal, making it 
a memorable night. And 
thank you for the lovely 

presents.

Paul & Ann Fletcher

Would like to thank family 
and friends for the cards 
and gifts she received on 
the occasion of her 80th 

Birthday.

Audrey Hetherington

NIC EIC registered, safety 
inspections, fuse box 
upgrades, lights, rewires, 
electric showers, electric 
cookers, emergency call outs. 
On call 7 days a week. 
Tel: 07902 684 258.

Electrician

SPECTRUM ROLLER Skat-
ing Club held a Skates ‘n’ 
Cakes event recently, to 
raise money for Sport 
Relief. 

The club held the roller 
disco on Friday 23rd 
March along with a cake 
sale, and the profit was 
donated to the charity.

Members of the club, 
which is based at Shildon 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre, 
would like to thank every-
one who donated cakes 
and supported the event.  
“In total we made £42!” 
said a spokesperson.

SKATES ‘N’ 
CAKES FOR 
SPORT RELIEF

HOLLY LODGE Care 
Home, on Maddison 
Street, is inviting resi-
dents along to its Easter 
Fair, taking place on Sat-
urday 31st March from 
1pm to 3pm.

There will be lots of 
fun things to do, includ-
ing an Easter egg hunt, 
Easter quiz, tombola and 
stalls. You can even take 
along your own decorated 
Easter egg - the best one 
gets a prize.

Cakes, burgers and hot 
dogs will also be availa-
ble.

Everyone is welcome.

EASTER FAIR AT 
HOLLY LODGE

A COFFEE Morning is 
taking place at St John’s 
Church on Saturday 31st 
March, from 10am to 
11.30am.

“All are welcome to 
come and have a chat,” 
encouraged a spokesper-
son.

ST JOHN’S 
COFFEE 
MORNING

THE NEXT Sunnydale and 
Byerley PACT (Police And 
Communities Together) 
meeting will take place 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 
4th April at Shildon Civic 
Hall.

Members of the public 
are invitied to attend with 
any concerns they wish to 
raise with local police. 

SUNNYDALE 
AND BYERLEY 
PACT MEETING
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PC PETE Akiens will be 
holding Cuppa with a 
Copper between 1 & 2pm 
on Friday 6th April at 
Costa Coffee on Church 
Street.

 This is not an invitation 
for free coffee but is an 

opportunity for you to 
meet a member of your 
local police team in an 
informal setting, to bring 
issues to his attention or 
to ask him any questions 
you may have about local 
policing.

CUPPA WITH A COPPER

Coal Merchants, later 
driving for several HGV 
companies, including 
GEC, Moores and Stan 
Frack.

Grace’s first job was 
at Paige’s Clothing Fac-
tory where she worked 
as a machinist. She later 
moved on to Paton & 
Baldwins and then GEC, 
where she stayed for 21 
years.  

The couple met in Shil-
don Rec and were soon 
wed, moving into their 
first home on Lime Grove 
as newly-weds. They 
stayed until 1964 when 
they moved to their cur-
rent address.

The sprightly couple 
have three children; 
Garry, Neil and Janet, 
as well as grandchildren 
Carly and Christopher 
and Grandaughter Heidi 
Grace.

The couple loved their 
holidays and have vis-
ited Bulgaria at least 20 
times. They also enjoyed 
Blackpool, Chicago and 
Canada, where Grace 
has had a pen pal, Mau-
reen, since she was 10 
years-old.

As keen dancers they 
often attended Elm Road 
Club and now frequent 
the BR. Tommy in par-
ticular loves his garden-
ing with two allotments 
and three greenhouses, 
while Grace too is green 
fingered and enjoys 
pottering in the garden. 
Grace is also somewhat 
of a gym bunny, attend-
ing Sunnydale Gym four 
times a week.

Grace and Tommy cel-
ebrated their special 
occasion with a family 
meal at the Bay Horse in 
Middridge.

A SHILDON couple cel-
ebrated their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary on 
Thursday 22nd March, 
after tying the knot at the 
Methodist Chapel on St 
John’s Road in 1958.

Grace and Thomas 
Snowball are both aged 
81 and live in Queens-
way, where they were vis-
ited by the Mayor of Shil-
don, Cllr Shirley Quinn, to 
mark their special day.

Thomas, who is known 
to friends and family as 
Tommy, was born in Shil-
don’s Market Place while 
Grace (nee Jackson) was 
born in Lime Tree House 
on St John’s Road, now a 
dental surgery.

Tommy attended St 
John’s School and, after 
leaving, began his work-
ing life at Eldon Drift 
before enlisting in the 
army at 18.

After four years of 
service, during which 
he obtained his HGV 
licence, he left the army 
and began work as a 
driver for Robinson’s 

A DIAMOND DAY FOR SHILDON’S 
TOMMY & GRACE

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Shirley Quinn, presented Tommy and Grace with a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers.

Hedge Cutting
All outdoor work 

undertaken
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

The Red Lion
Easter Sunday

An afternoon of 
NORTHERN SOUL

With DJ Maxie
From 3pm-8pm

Come join us

Church St, Shildon

Elm Road Club Presents
‘Amazing vocal harmony show’

Saturday 31st March 2018, 7pm - 11.30pm
Tickets £7 behind the bar or contact Garry Scott on 07915 119 213

Only a few tickets remaining

+ Band & Disco

WOULD YOU like to play 
a part in helping to shape 
council services?

Durham County Council 
is looking for volunteers 
to serve on its overview 
and scrutiny committees 
as non-voting co-optees 
and parent governor repre-
sentatives.

Two non-voting co-op-
tees are needed for each 
of the council’s five over-
view and scrutiny com-
mittees – adults, wellbe-
ing and health; safer and 
stronger communities; 
economy and enterprise; 
children and young peo-
ple; and environment and 
sustainable communities.

Co-optees serve for two 
years and have the oppor-
tunity to help develop new 
ways of working, review 
existing policies and chal-
lenge the performance of 
the authority and its key 
partners.

In the last two years, 
co-optees have taken 
part in reviews looking 
at subjects such as alco-
hol and the demand on 
emergency services; free 
school meals and holiday 
hunger; the future of the 
council’s woodland estate; 
cybercrime; and arson and 
deliberate fires.

Applicants will need to 
go through a formal selec-
tion process, with inter-
views due to take place in 
May.

The council is also look-
ing for two people to serve 
as parent governor repre-
sentatives on its Children 
and Young People’s Over-
view and Scrutiny Com-

mittee.
During the past year, the 

committee, which meets 
about six times a year, 
has considered a range of 
issues including the man-
agement of exclusions; 
summaries of serious 
case reviews; child pov-
erty; neglect in County 
Durham; school funding 
and the Stronger Families 
programme.

In order to serve as a 
parent governor repre-
sentative, applicants must 
have been elected by par-
ents to represent them on 
a school governing body 
and must be the parent of 
a child currently attending 
a Durham County Council 
school or being educated 
outside school with fund-
ing from the local author-
ity.

Durham County Council 
employees and anyone 
employed at a school 
maintained by the author-
ity either as teaching or 
non-teaching staff cannot 
serve as parent governor 
representatives. Council-
lors and anyone already 
serving as a parent gov-
ernor representative for 
another authority are also 
exempt.

All overview and scru-
tiny meetings take place 
from 9.30am to 11.30am, 
with most taking place at 
County Hall, Durham.

For more information, or 
to apply for a position as 
either a non-voting co-op-
tee or a parent governor 
representative, call 03000 
268 141 or email scrutiny 
@durham.gov.uk.

DCC COMMITTEE 
VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT

HAY’S TILING
KITCHENS - BATHROOMS 

FLOORS

CERAMIC - PORCELAIN 
NATURAL STONE

Contact Kevin 
Home: 01388 600187
Mobile: 07826 205308
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HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

AN EASTER Dance Egg-
stravaganza is set to take 
place at Shildon’s Sunny-
dale Leisure Centre this 
half term.

The two day course, 
hosted by the Foundation 
of Light School of Dance 
and Gymnastics, will be 
held between 10am and 
3pm on Monday 9th and 
Tuesday 10th April and is 
suitable for youngsters 
aged 4 to 14 years-old.

The course is £20 per 
child.

For more information, or 
to book your child’s place, 
visit www.foundationo-
flight.co.uk or call 0191 
551 5191.

ANOTHER FIXED penalty 
notice has been issued 
by Shildon Town Council 
staff after a dog walker 
failed to pick up after their 
pet in Hackworth Park. 

This is the third such 
penalty notice issued 
since town council staff  
received authority to 
issue the notices. 

Trained staff are author-
ised to issue Fixed Pen-
alty Notices on behalf of 
Durham County Council 
within the park and on 
Town Council land.

THIRD FIXED 
PENALTY NOTICE 
IN HACKWORTH 
PARK

HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
Recycling Centres 
(HWRCs) in County Dur-
ham will soon be switch-
ing to summer opening 
hours.

From Sunday, 1st April 
until Sunday, 30th Sep-
tember, HWRCs will oper-
ate the following opening 
times:

Monday to Sunday – 
9am to 6pm: Annfield 
Plain; Heighington Lane, 
Newton Aycliffe; Mid-
dleton-in-Teesdale; Pot-
terhouse Lane, Pity Me; 
Romanway,  Bishop Auck-
land; Seaham and Tudhoe.

Monday to Thursday – 
10am to 4pm and Satur-

days, Sundays and Bank 
Holidays – 9am to 6pm: 
Coxhoe, Horden and 
Thornley

Centres are open as nor-
mal during the Easter hol-
iday period, unless stated 
otherwise.

John Shannon, Durham 
County Council’s strate-
gic waste manager, said: 
“HWRCs opening longer 
from 1st April enables 
residents more opportu-
nity to use the sites to dis-
pose of waste and recycle 
household materials.

Details of all HWRCs, 
including locations and 
opening hours, are avail-
able at www.durham.gov.

uk/hwrc.
Residents who are plan-

ning to visit a HWRC in a 
van, trailer, mini-bus or 
pick-up will need to apply 
for a free waste permit in 
advance. 

Save time by applying 
online at www.durham.
gov.uk/householdpermit 
or by calling 03000 26 
0000.

Commercial waste pro-
duced by businesses and 
landlords is not accepted 
at HWRCs and must be 
disposed of by a regis-
tered waste carrier. 

Further details can be 
found at www.durham.
gov.uk/commercialwaste.

COUNTY’S RECYCLING CENTRES SET 
TO MOVE TO SUMMER HOURS

Museum in St Petersburg 
to Locomotion last week, 
as part of their visit to the 
UK.

“The Russian Railway 
Museum opened in Octo-
ber 2017 and houses the 
Russian national collec-
tion of steam engines, 
carriages and other rolling 
stock, as well as textiles, 
uniforms and art.

“Our guests included the 
Russian Railway Museum 
Director, Lead Engineer 
and Head of External Com-
munications, who were 
visiting the UK to learn 
more about our national 
museums.”

During their visit to Loco-
motion, the delegates 
enjoyed a guided tour of 
the vehicles in our Collec-

LOCOMOTION IN Shil-
don welcomed visitors 
from the Russian Railway 
Museum in St. Petersburg 
on Wednesday 21st March.

A spokesperson for 
Locomotion said: “We 
were delighted to wel-
come representatives 
from the Russian Railway 

RUSSIAN RAILWAY GUESTS VISIT LOCOMOTION
A delegation from St Petersburg Railway Museum were special guests at Locomotion last week.

tion Building, and a tour 
around the heritage build-
ings on the Locomotion 
site, which include the for-
mer home of pioneering 
railway engineer Timothy 
Hackworth. 

The first locomotive to 
run in Russia, for the Tsar-
skoye Selo Railway, was 
built in Shildon in 1836 by 
Timothy Hackworth.

HALF TERM 
DANCE COURSE
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Busy Bees say thanks

We wish to give huge thanks to Malcolm Humble (King Bee), 

Ed’s Cafe, Food for Less and everyone for their support. We 

appreciate it. 

Our ‘name the doll’ competition was ‘Yolanda’ and the 

winner was A Fletcher.

We raised £212 at our most recent fundraiser.

The Busy Bees Fundraising Group

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL4 1AH.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.
The maximum length for letters is 200 words.

“Everyone donated cash 
to help raise awareness 
for a great cause,” said a 
spokesperson.

The £37 raised will be 
donated to a Down Syn-
drome charity.

The ‘Lots of Socks’ event 
was part of a national cam-
paign, designed because 
chromosomes are shaped 
“like socks” and people 
with Down Syndrome have 
an extra chromosome.

STAFF AT Holly Lodge 
Care Home on Maddison 
Street, Shildon wore odd 
socks for work last week, 
in a bid to raise funds for 
World Down Syndrome 
Awareness Day.

AN ‘ODD’ LOT AT HOLLY LODGE! 
The staff’s colourful (and smelly!) feet after a hard day’s work.

ACTIVITIES AT Shildon’s 
Locomotion museum 
are themed around The 
Birth of the Railways this 
Easter half-term. 

There are several 
free activities to enjoy 
between Friday 30th 
March and Sunday 15th 
April, including Birth of 
the Railways and Track 
Building Demonstration 
between 11am and 2pm.

“Join us for a talk reveal-
ing how George Stephen-
son built the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway, 
and the significance of 
the museum’s histori-
cally important Shildon 
location,” said a spokes-
person, “Then, become 
an expert in how train 
tracks are built with a 
special demonstration.”

Youngsters age 7+ can 
Build Their Own Railway 
between 11am and 3pm.

Work with your family 

to build your own track 
and trolley to take home. 
Encourage your young 
engineers to think crea-
tively as they build a card 
trolley with axles and 
wheels which will run 
along a track made of lol-
lipop-stick sleepers and 
paper straw rails.

All ages can Build 
Their Own Train between 
11am and 3pm. Even the 
youngest visitors can 
get hands-on with this 
creative colouring activ-
ity. Colour in your own 
engine, carriage and 
cart, then cut out and 
stick together to form a 
train.

The ‘Build Your Own’ 
activities are available 
only whilst stocks last. 

The museum reserves 
the right to change the 
programme.

For more information 
call 01904 685780.

HALF-TERM ACTIVITIES 
AT LOCOMOTION

4th Shildon Brownies enjoyed making Easter Bonnets recently - all receiving an Easter egg 
each for their excellent efforts. 

SPONSORS ARE being 
sought for the 29th 
County Durham Environ-
ment Awards, hosted by 
the County Durham Envi-
ronment Partnership.

There are three pack-
ages available to spon-
sors this year:

Gold – Sponsors have 
an award in their name, 
a representative on the 
judging panel and their 
corporate logo included 
in all publicity material for 
a minimum contribution 
of £2,000.

Silver – Sponsors have 

a representative on the 
judging panel and their 
corporate logo included 
in all publicity material for 
a minimum contribution 
of £1,000.

Bronze – Sponsors 
have their corporate logo 
included in all publicity 
material for a minimum 
contribution of £500. 

For more details on these 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties and the Awards them-
selves, call 03000 267 
147 or visit www.county 
durhampartnership.co.uk 
/envawards.

SPONSORS SOUGHT FOR 
ENVIRONMENT AWARDS

GARDEN WASTE collec-
tions in County Durham 
are due to start next 
month – but there’s still 
time to make sure your 
house is included.

The first collection for 

those who have already 
subscribed to the ser-
vice take place the week 
beginning Tuesday, 3rd 
April, followed by fort-
nightly collections until 
autumn when the collec-

tion season ends.
Anyone wishing to sign 

up to the service or to find 
out if a property is eligible 
can call 03000 261 000 
or visit www.durham.gov.
uk/gardenwaste.

GARDEN WASTE 
COLLECTIONS TO BEGIN
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Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936
07912 151395
Find us on Facebook 

EG CLEAN TEAM
Professional cleaning services

Contact Elisha on 

Need a hand keeping on top 
of the chores? Let us do the 
hard work so you can relax!
15% off for NEW CLIENTS 

With this advert
General Cleaning, One Off Clean,  
End of or Pre-Tenancy 
Cleans, Ironing, Ovens

SHILDON NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD Police Team exe-
cuted a Magistrates 
Search Warrant at a prem-
ises in Alexandra Street 
on the morning of 23rd 
March. 

A number of cannabis 

SHILDON CANNABIS FIND 
Several cannabis plants were found in the property.

plants were recovered 
and a male arrested. 

A spokesperson for 
Shildon Police said, “As a 
bonus, a known disquali-
fied driver was seen in the 
area and arrested too... a 
productive morning!”

INDIVIDUALS WHO have 
shown determination to 
learn are set to be recog-
nised at an awards cere-
mony, and you can help 
pick the winners. 

Nominations are now 
open for Durham County 
Council’s Adult Learning 
and Skills Service annual 
awards ceremony, which 
celebrates the achieve-
ments of its most inspir-
ing students. 

Categories include: 
Learning in a Digital Age; 
Inspirational Learner of 
the Year;  Unsung Hero; 
Outstanding Apprentice; 

Learning Project of the 
Year; Volunteer of the 
Year; Outstanding Family 
Learner; Cultural Learn-
ing; Inspirational Tutor 
and The Festival of Learn-
ing Award. 

Nominations are open 
until Friday, 13th April. 
To make a nomination, 
fill in the online form at 
https://www.surveymonk 
ey.co.uk/r/M2Z8TYG or 
download the online nomi-
nation form and return it to 
alssadmin@durham.gov.
uk. For more information 
visit http://www.durham.
gov.uk/adultlearning.

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 
ADULT LEARNER AWARDS

This  week  in  History

The unmanned US 
space probe Mariner 
10, launched by NASA 
in November 1973, 
becomes the first space-
craft to visit Mercury.

29 March 1974

The Alexander Kielland 
accommodation platform 
for oil workers collapses 
into the North Sea 235 
miles east of Dundee, 
killing 123 people. 

30 March 1980

The first monthly install-
ment of The Posthumous 
Papers of the Pickwick 
Club, by 24-year-old 
writer Charles Dickens, 
is published under the 
pseudonym Boz.

31 March 1836

English pranksters begin 
popularising the annual 
tradition of April Fools’ 
Day by playing practical 
jokes on each other, 
although the tradition’s 
origins remain a mystery.

1 April 1700

Red Rum wins a historic 
third Grand National 
after taking home 
victory in 1973 and 1974 
and finishing second in 
1975 and 1976.

2 April 1977

One of America’s most 
famous criminals, Jesse 
James, is shot to death 
by fellow gang member 
Bob Ford, who betrayed 
James for reward money.

3 April 1882

Durham, and these require-
ments seek to improve ten-
ants’ living standards, as 
well as save them money 
on household bills. 

“Where landlords fail to 
comply with their legal obli-
gations, and let property 
below an E rating, or lodge 
false information on the 
exemptions register, they 
may face a financial pen-
alty for each let property of 
up to £5,000. 

“Failing to respond to 
an information request by 
ourselves may also result 
in a penalty notice of up to 
£2,000.”

The same will apply to 
non-domestic lets, with 
landlords no longer able to 

grant new or renewed ten-
ancy agreements for com-
mercial properties which 
fall below a minimum E 
efficiency rating. 

The new provisions were 
first laid out in the Energy 
Efficiency (Private Rented 
Property) Regulations 
which were introduced by 
the Government in 2015.

Further provisions will 
come into effect in 2020, 
when all rentals, whether 
new or existing, will be 
required to have a mini-
mum E energy efficiency 
rating. 

Further guidance for land-
lords can be found online 
via www.gov.uk/renting-
out-a-property

LANDLORDS ARE being 
urged to make sure their 
properties are more energy 
efficient ahead of new reg-
ulations coming in to force 
from 1st April 2018. 

Members of Durham 
County Council’s trading 
standards team are advis-
ing landlords with less 
efficient properties that 
may fall foul of the new reg-
ulations if improvements 
aren’t made. 

From 1st April, all proper-
ties which are required to 
have Energy Performance 
Certificates (EPC) must 
have an energy rating of E 
or above, if a new tenancy 
agreement is signed. 

The same regulation 
applies for tenancy agree-
ments which will be 
renewed after 1st April. 

Where below standard, 
improvements can be 
made to bring the property 
rating up to a minimum E 
rating.

Energy improvements 
such as installing a more 
efficient boiler, radiator 
thermostat valves, insula-
tion, double-glazing and 
solar panels are some of 
the measures which can 
improve an energy effi-
ciency rating. 

Joanne Waller, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
environment, health and 
consumer protection, said: 
“These new requirements 
not only address the envi-
ronmental impact of CO2 
emissions from properties, 
which accounts for 12 per 
cent of the UK’s total CO2 
emissions, but will also 
improve the daily lives of 
the county’s residents.

“There are a high num-
ber of domestic rented 
properties across County 

LANDLORDS WARNED 
OF UPCOMING ENERGY 
REGULATIONS

Landlords must now ensure that their rented properties 
have an energy rating of E or above.

Check4life   0191 569 2860
Are you aged 40-74? Find our your risk 
of developing heart disease, stroke, type 2 
diabetes or kidney disease with a check4life 
health check. Then get personalised advice 

to reduce the risks. 
Visit your GP or have a check4life health check in a 
community venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure 
centre where you can see the check4life logo.
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A PETER Rabbit themed 
Easter holiday club will 
take place all next week at 
Shildon’s Salvation Army 
on Cross Street.

There will be singing, 
dancing, games, crafts, 
soft play, bouncy castle 
and a tuck shop!

The sessions are suita-
ble for youngsters aged 
between 5 and 11 years-
old and take place from 
Monday 2nd to Friday 6th 
April between 10am and 
12 noon. £2 per session.

PETER RABBIT 
THEME FOR 
EASTER 
HOLIDAY CLUB

Activities at the holiday 
club will have a Peter 
Rabbit and friends theme.

by team leader Steve 
Owers. 

The current rescue 
team, along with their 
vehicle were all present 
and very visible in their 
hi-vis rescue jackets and 
Canon David spoke grate-
fully of their courage and 
determination. 

All volunteers, the team 
give up their spare time to 

ensure that people are as 
safe as possible as they 
enjoy the open spaces of 
the dales.

Following the service, 
a convoy of vehicles left 
the church to drive to 
the team’s headquarters 
in Durham City where a 
plaque was unveiled in 
memory of Kenneth and 
David.

A GOOD crowd attended 
Saint John’s Church on 
Saturday 24th March, to 
remember the tragedy of 
fifty years ago that saw 
two local young men, 
Kenneth Brown and David 
Vaughan, lose their lives 
whilst out walking with a 
group from Saint John’s 
Youth Club. 

The loss proved to be 

the catalyst for the for-
mation of the Teesdale 
and Weardale Search and 
Mountain Rescue team, 
that in the decades since 
has been responsible for 
saving dozens of lives.

Members of the Brown 
and Vaughan families lis-
tened in tearful silence 
as the story of what hap-
pened was talked through 

HOW SHILDON TRAGEDY LED TO 
FOUNDING OF LIFE-SAVING RESCUE TEAM

Volunteers from the Teesdale and Weardale Search and Mountain Rescue Team attended St John’s Church to mark fifty 
years since two local men lost their lives while walking with Saint John’s Youth Club.

NORTHERN RAIL has 
announced that from May 
2018, train services on the 
Bishop line will operate a 
clock face service Mon-
day to Saturday, meaning 
trains will depart Shildon 
at the same time every 
hour.

For more information 
visit www.bishopline.org/
newtimetable.

NORTHERN RAIL 
TO OPERATE 
CLOCK FACE 
SERVICE

AFTER SEVERAL years of 
being left to the elements, 
work has begun on the 
restoration of Shildon’s 
coal drops.

The coal drops were a 
refuelling point for steam 
locomotives. Wagons 
were hauled up an incline 
and the coal ‘dropped’ 
down wooden chutes into 
the tender below.

Steve Howell, Durham 
County Council’s head of 
culture and sport, said: 
“We recognise the impor-
tance of these grade one 
listed coal drops and 
we are investing in work 
which will prevent deteri-
oration, preserving these 
important aspects of the 
museum site for future 
visitors.”

WORK BEGINS ON COAL 
DROPS RESTORATION

(Above) Restoration work at the coal drops this week, (below) the coal drops in their hey day.       © National Railway Museum & SSPL

THE MAYOR of Shildon, 
Cllr Shirley Quinn, is host-
ing a Charity Benidorm 
Quiz on Thursday 12th 
April at Shildon Civic Hall 
from 7pm.

As well as the quiz there 
will also be a Pie & Pea 
supper. 

Tickets are available 
from the Civic or from the 
Town Council Offices.

MAYOR’S 
CHARITY 
QUIZ NIGHT



Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...
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SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 25th 
March.

The jackpot prize 
remained unclaimed and 
now rises to £500.

The six numbers drawn 
on the night were: 2, 7, 8, 
13, 14 and 15. The consola-
tion prize of £25 was won 

by Mrs A O’Brien.
This week, players must 

match the six numbers 
drawn from the remaining 
18 to scoop the jackpot. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the football 
ground on match days,  
from Main Street News, 
the One Stop Shop and 
various other outlets 
around the town.

LOTTO JACKPOT RISES

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron BOILER 

INSTALLATIONS, 
SERVICE & REPAIR

Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

Billy Greulich-Smith then 
saw his shot well saved 
after a fine move and Bur-
nicle nodded the rebound 
wide of the upright from 
three yards.

On the stroke of half 
time, a poor clearance 
from  outside his penalty 
area by Morpeth keeper  
Karl Dryden was returned 
from 40 yards by Jamie 
Harwood, but agonisingly 
for him and the majority 
of the 327 fans in attend-
ance, his curling shot 
rebounded off the far 
post and the visitors sur-
vived with just a one goal 
deficit at the break.

In a tight second half, 
Curl’s indiscretion proved 
the visitors’ saving grace 
when Joe Walton stepped 
forward to sweep home 
an unstoppable spot kick.

With North Shields not 
playing at the weekend, 
Shildon moved into fifth 

spot in the table.
The Railwaymen are 

involved in a five way battle 
for the second promotion 
spot with just six points 
separating the sides.  

However, with as many 
as ten games in hand 
over their rivals, Marske 
United, who lost out 3-2 
on aggregate to Stockton 
Town in the FA Vase semi 
final, remain favourites to 
join Morpeth in the auto-
matic promotion places.

Shildon travel to Ryhope  
on Saturday to take on 
17th placed CW and will 
rest on the bank holiday 
before travelling to rele-
gation-threatened Wash-
ington on the evening of 
Tuesday 3rd April. 

The Railwaymen are set 
to play six of their final 
nine games of the season 
on the road. Just three 
of the final nine will be 
played on a Saturday. 

A SECOND half equaliser 
from the penalty spot 
denied Shildon victory 
against runaway league 
leaders, Morpeth Town at 
Dean Street on Saturday.

Shildon took an early 
lead through Adam Gell in 
the third minute and held 
on until just after the hour 
mark when the referee 
pointed to the spot after 
a clumsy challenge by 
Dominic Curl.

Until then, the visitors 
had failed to trouble Shil-
don to any great extent 
and similarly for the 
remainder of the game.

Shildon had started the 
match on the front foot 
and could have gone fur-
ther ahead when a kick 
out from Nick Liversedge 
was nodded on into the 
path of Adam Burnicle 
but his volley dipped just 
too late to fall under the 
crossbar. 

RAILWAYMEN HOLD LEAGUE LEADERS
Adam Gell sweeps home his first goal for Shildon.            Photo: Tom Clegg.

SHILDON AMATEUR Box-
ing Club’s annual show is 
set to take place at Shil-
don Civic Hall on Friday 
6th April.

Shildon ABC will take 
on a Scotland Select with 
doors opening at 7pm and 
the boxing commencing 
at 8pm.

The event is all ticket 
with tickets priced 
at £12.50. There is a 
licensed bar until 1am and 
meals are available. Dress 
is smart casual.

To secure a ticket, con-
tact Steve on 07968 
267992 or John on 01388 
662534.

BOXING CLUB ANNUAL SHOW

FOUNDATION OF Light is 
holding a two day Easter 
holiday football course 
at Shildon Sunnydale Lei-
sure Centre. 

The course will take 
place on Wednesday 11th 
and Thursday 12th April 
from 10am until 3pm.

The course is open to 
5-14 year olds and costs 
just £20 per child. 

All Foundation of Light 
courses are led by profes-
sional minimum FA Level 
2 qualified Foundation 
coaches and all staff have 
DBS checks verified by 
the Premier League and 
Sunderland AFC.

For more information or 
to book a place call 0191 
551 5191 or 0191 551 
5077.

EASTER FOOTBALL COURSE

SHILDON AFC Supporters 
Club is hosting a Games 
Night at Shildon AFC 
Social Club on Saturday 
7th April from 7pm.

The evening will include 
pool, darts, a race night, a 
game of Play Your Cards 
Right and a beer draw. All 
are welcome to go along.

SUPPORTERS CLUB GAMES NIGHT

SHILDON AFC Support-
ers Club’s next meeting 
will take place on Friday 
13th April at the football 
ground social club and 

will feature the football 
club chairman, David Dent 
as special guest.

The meeting will be fol-
lowed by a Race Night. 

SUPPORTERS CLUB MEETING


