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STEAMPUNK & SCI-FI SPECTACULAR

“People affected 
by suicide may 
be at increased 
risk of taking 
their own lives

IF YOU CARE, 
SHARE - SUICIDE 
PREVENTION
A SUICIDE Training On 
Prevention (STOP) work-
shop is being held in Shil-
don next month.

Research identifies that 
people affected by sui-
cide may be at increased 
risk of taking their own 
lives. 

Having  supported over 
900 people touched by 
suicide, STOP utilises 
knowledge and experi-
ence to educate people 
on how they can best 
support people that have 
lost someone to suicide, 

whilst also looking at the 
signs that someone may 
be thinking about taking 
their own life.

The fully funded session 
is open to anyone living 
or working in Shildon or 
Bishop Auckland and 
takes place at Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre 
on Friday 13th April, from 
9am to 5pm.

For more information, or 
to book a place, contact 
Allison on 0191 387 5661 
or email allison@ifyou-
careshare.co.uk.

Organised by the Film & TV Model Club, Fantazmagoria lends a truly unique atmosphere to the museum and is not to be 
missed. Photo: Graham McCarroll Photography. 

THE POPULAR Fantazma-
goria event for sci-fi and 
Steampunk fans returns 
to Locomotion on Satur-
day 17th and Sunday  18th 
March.

Organised by the Film & 
TV Model Club, Fantazma-
goria aims to bring together 
film & TV collectables, 
models, Steampunk, art, 
comic books, war games 

and much more – under 
one roof.

Visitors will be able 
to browse displays and 
demonstrations by clubs 
and individual exhibitors, 
and to check out a range 
of traders offering collect-
ables, costumes, jewellery, 
art and more.

A spokesperson said, 
“There will be demonstra-

tions, make-and-takes, war 
games that you can take 
part in, all sorts of events 
and some surprises too. 
There will probably be 
things that you didn’t even 
realise were available!

“Aliens to Zombies, Star 
Wars to Star Trek - you 
never know what you may 
find.” 

Visitors will also be able 

to get on board cabs of 
selected steam locomo-
tives, and take a steam 
train ride behind Furness 
Railway No. 20, the oldest 
standard gauge locomotive 
still operating in the UK.

Locomotion is open from 
10am to 4pm daily. 

For more information,  
call the museum team on 
01904 685780.

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF  •  Tel: 01388 772671
With Two Drawers 

FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

A wonderful Sister
My whole life through

I will always love
And remember you

Nellie Bonser

Your loving Sis, 
Freda (Amos)

(Nee Hubery)
Passed away 7th March 2017 

Age 96

A special Aunt
In every way

Loved and remembered
Every day

Nellie Bonser

Eternal love,
Yvonne, Joan, John & 

Jacqueline (Amos)

7th March 2013
Partings come and hearts 

are broken,
Loved ones go with 

words unspoken,
Deep in our hearts there’s 

a memory kept,
For a dear wife and 

mother and Gran we’ll 
never forget

Love, Robert, Glenn, 
Mark and families

June Merryweather

March 6th 2017
My first year without 

you Lol

Miss you so much,
Kath

x

Lol Mallen

They say that time’s a 
healer

But as the time goes on,
I seem to find it just as hard

To face the fact you’ve 
gone

You’ll never be forgotten
And every day I shed a tear,

But it’s only because 
I love you

And wish you were still 
here

March 6th 2017
“A year without you”

Love, Craig & Michelle
x

Lol Mallen

How things have changed.
You’re missed more and 

more each day, my father, 
my friend

Love Shelley & Hayley
x

Lol Mallen
Step dad, what you were to 

me just doesn’t ring true,
‘Dad’ is more the word 

for you
You were also a wonderful 

Father-in-law

Love David, Adam, Shaunie, 
Cally, Leon and Great  

Granda to Leia
x

Lol Mallen
To the best Granda we 

could ever ask for

6th March 2017

Love and miss you every day,
Nic & Taz

xxx

Lol Mallen

It’s been a year today Dad,
always in my heart and 

thoughts

We love and miss you loads,
Brandon, Evan & Lyndon

xxx

Lol Mallen
Grandad Lol in the sky

Shine bright like a diamond

Love Grandson Brandon
xxx

Lol Mallen
Miss you more every day

In Memoriam

Love Tim
xxx

Linda Ward
Sixty one on March 9th

Mother’s Day Memories

(Hope)

With love today and always,
Until we meet again,

Amanda, Wayne, Michael
xxx

Mary Aldworth

May the winds of Heaven 
blow softly

And whisper in your ear,
How much we love and 

miss you Mam
And wish that you were 

here.
An empty house,
An empty chair,

Our mother’s love
No longer here
A tear filled eye
We had to part,
The day you left

It broke our heart.

All my love on Mother’s Day 
Mam, until we’re together 

again,
Your forever loving son,

Mike
xxxx

Vera Thornberry
If Roses grow in Heaven 

Lord
Please pick a bunch for me,
Place them in my mother’s 

arms
And tell her they’re from 

me.
Tell her I love her and miss 

her with all my heart
And when she turns to 

smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek 

And hold her for a while.
Because remembering her 

is easy,
I do it every day,

But there is an ache within 
my heart

That will never go away.

Wanted
CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

Mother’s Day Memories

Mother’s Day

Happy Mother’s Day
I’m truly blessed to have 

such a perfect, caring 
Mammy and love you more 

than the world.
You are perfect in every 

way.

Holli Meadows

Love Teddi Jack Meadows

Advertise your business 
in the Crier: delivered 
to 6,000 homes in and 

around Shildon
Contact Advertising 
Manager Jeff Ridley 

 T: 01388 775896   
M: 07909 992 731   

E: crier@swd.news
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Switched-on 
Electrics

Fuse Boards
Showers
Cookers
Extra Sockets
Security Lights
Re-wire specialist

Any written quote beaten

07722 025 050

Ultimate
Flowers

Bishop Auckland

7 Kensington South, Cockton Hill,
Bishop Auckland

(formerly Kensington Veterinary Surgery)

01388 605000

Don’t forget Mother’s Day.
Sunday 11th March

We have a wide selection of bouquets, 
plants, vases and artificial flowers.

Open on Sunday 18th 9am - 12pm
Order early, don’t be disappointed!

Monday - Friday 9am-5.30pm Saturday 9am-2pm
Ample Free Parking

Mother’s Day

Happy Mother’s Day Mam
Love you to bits

Freda Amos

Yvonne, Joan, John & 
Jacqueline

(Nee Hubery)

Mother’s Day

Congratulations
Happy Golden Wedding 

Anniversary

Trevor & Sandra 
Hanmer

Lots of love, 
From all the family

9th March

Found
Single door key. Found in 
Dean Street. Contact The 
Crier.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

SHILDON NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD Police Team last 
weekend dealt with a vic-
tim of online ‘romance 
fraud’, who has lost a sub-
stantial amount of money 
to scammers. 

Romance scams hap-
pen when victims are 
deceived into ‘false’ rela-
tionships by fraudsters 
who aim to steal their 

money or personal infor-
mation. Romance fraud 
is typically carried out by 
criminals using fake pro-
files on social media or 
dating websites.

A spokesperson for Shil-
don Police said, “Please 
don’t be the next victim 
and report any suspicious 
activity to ActionFraud on 
0300 123 2040.”

BEWARE OF ROMANCE FRAUD

A BROKEN down train 
which blocked the line 
between Heighington and 
Bishop Auckland caused 
travel disruption on Tues-
day 6th March.

Services between the 
two stations were sus-
pended and staff were on 
site dealing with the inci-
dent from around 8am.

Replacement transport 

TRAIN BREAK DOWN

The Bishop Auckland to Saltburn service train broke down 
on the line between Bishop Auckland and Heighington.

was provided but custom-
ers experienced delays as 
services were unable to 
call at Bishop Auckland, 
Shildon, Newton Aycliffe, 
Heighington and North 
Road Station in Darling-
ton.

The service re-opened a 
few hours later but speed 
restrictions were in place 
on the line.

STAFF AND residents at 
Holly Lodge Care Home 
on Maddison Street 
enjoyed a lovely musical 
afternoon when the Twi-
light Duo went along  to 

TWILIGHT DUO PERFORM

Residents and their families enjoyed singing along to the 
duo’s songs.

entertain.
“Everyone enjoyed lis-

tening to the music and 
having a sing and dance 
along to the songs,” said 
a spokesperson.

Extensions, Alterations, Windows, 
Composite Doors, Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Garage Conversions, Structural Walls 

Removed, GRP Flat Roofs

FREE ADVICE

07722 025050 / 01388 778401

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

TO LET

TEL: 07746 294 399

2 Bed House in 
Thomas Street, Shildon 

Refurbished & 
Redecorated New Carpets 

& Blinds £325pcm

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

bishfoodfest A Durham County  
Council Event

PHIL 
VICKERY  

JACK
STEIN

CANDICE
BROWN

DAN
DOHERTY

COOKERY THEATRE
Celebrity Chef

GUESTS APPEARING

OVER 120  LOCAL FOOD TRADERS SET IN 
BISHOP AUCKLAND MARKET PLACE PLUS
COOKERY THEATRE Cookery Workshops BOOK SIGNING

Live Music FUN FOR THE KIDSTOP CELEBRITY CHEFS

Free Entry into the Bishop Auckland Food Festival. For Celeb Chef Cookery Theatre & Cookery Workshops tickets -  
£5 per person -  make sure you book in advance via our website. Visit bishopaucklandfoodfestival.co.uk

MORE TO BE 
ANNOUNCED

BAFF Ferryhill Chapter and Shildon Crier half page advert.indd   1 06/03/2018   11:18

A MAGICAL WEEKEND
Steve connects with the audience at St John’s Church back in 2016.

edy with Steve engaging 
with the audience to do any-
thing from reading minds to 
fitting impossible objects 
into bottles. 

Steve’s usual stomping 
ground is London, where he 
lives, but having visited Shil-
don and struck up a friend-
ship with Canon David he 
was keen to come back to 
meet the people again.

The Big Show is free 
(though there will be a raffle 

and refreshments) and will 
take place from 7pm to 9pm. 

On Sunday Steve will be 
taking part in the special 
Mother’s Day Celebration 
at 9.30am, before going 
down to St. Mark’s in Eldon 
for their Messy Church at 
3.30pm. He will return to 
Saint John’s for the 6pm 
Café Church then go on to 
Youthy who will have a spe-
cial showing at 7pm before 
Steve returns to London. 

THE IMPOSSIBLE Steve 
Price returns to Shildon 
this weekend with a heavy 
schedule of events and fun. 

He will be visiting Sun-
nydale Campus and Saint 
John’s Primary on Friday, 
but the main event everyone 
is talking about will happen 
on the Saturday night in 
Saint John’s Church.

Billed as The Big Show this 
promises to be an exciting 
evening of illusion and com-

SHILDON FOOTBALL Club 
is hosting a free talk-in at 
its social club on Friday 
16th March where former 
players David Bayles and 
Danny Key will be spe-
cial guests. The guests 

WHERE WERE YOU ON 
9TH NOVEMBER 2003?

will re-live the famous FA 
Cup run of season 2003-
04, which culminated in 
a First Round Proper tie 
away at Notts County on 
9.11.03. Proceedings will 
kick off at 8pm.

DUE TO adverse weather 
conditions, Shildon & 
District Flower Club’s 
demonstration with Pam 
Alexander from Morpeth, 
entitled Down the Garden 
Path was cancelled on 
Monday 5th March.

The next meeting will 
now take place at Shildon 

Civic Hall on Monday 9th 
April at 7.30pm, when 
Carys Harrison from York 
will present an evening of 
flower arranging on the 
theme Have Passport, Will 
Travel.

The event is free to 
members. Visitors £5. All 
welcome.

MEETING CANCELLED
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Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

Brush 
Strokes
All aspects 
of Painting 
& Decorating
Papering specialist
07722 025050
10% off with the mention of this advert

family focused and suita-
ble for all ages, although 
children under 8 should 
be accompanied by an 
adult.  

Talented tutor Dawn 
Belshaw will be on hand 
at the Shildon venue to 
help you work your magic 
in Crazy Crafts session, 
making good use of 
unwanted everyday mate-
rials to make something 

very special to take home. 
The popular Arts Forag-

ing offers the chance for 
families to get to know 
their local area together, 
exploring memories and 
collecting items, which 
will be used to create an 
unforgettable installation. 

Budding artists will be 
able to work with illus-
trator Sharron Bates to 
create a piece of artwork, 
which will take centre 
stage in an upcoming 
exhibition open to the 
public, in a special Gallery 
Encounters session.

You can now book via 
the website using the sim-
ple online form at www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk 
or call team on 01325 
379048 for further infor-
mation.

GREENFIELD ARTS, 
based on the Newton 
Aycliffe campus of Green-
field School, is offering a 
fun packed programme of 
free activities for young 
people over the Easter 
holidays.  

Popular favourites such 
as Crazy Crafts and Arts 
Foraging are just some of 
the activities on offer this 
spring.  The courses are 

GET CRACKING WITH CRAFTS 
The craft session are fun for all the family.

Are recruiting. We are looking for more great cleaners to join 
our teams in Shildon and the surrounding areas. We offer a  
great rate of pay. Please get in touch if you're interested, or   

pass on if you know someone who might want the opportunity. 
Tel:  07542844996 or email us at 

contact@happyhomescleaningcompany.com

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

PARENTS HAVE been 
left puzzled after the sud-
den closure of the town’s 
indoor soft play centre, 
just weeks after advertis-
ing for staff.

Scallywagz, on All Saints 
Industrial Estate, closed 
its doors last week after 
posting ads online for the 
contents of the building. 

The ‘job lot’ of soft play 
equipment, as well as 
furniture and the full con-
tents of the kitchen, was 
advertised for £60,000 on  
second-hand goods site, 
Gumtree.

In the description of 
the goods, it stated that 
the contents were ‘priced 
for a quick sale due to 
other business priorities’, 

A post on Gumtree advertised the contents of Scallywagz 
for £60,000.

although it is not clear 
what these are.

It’s the second time that 
the centre, previously 
known as the Play Shack, 
has closed its doors in the 
last three years, re-open-
ing under its new name 
in August 2015 a month 
after closing unexpect-
edly.

It is understood that 
families who had booked 
and paid for parties 
had been informed and 
refunded, while those 
who were yet to pay the 
balance had not been 
told.

The business’ Face-
book page, website and 
Gumtree advert have all 
been taken down.

THE NEXT meeting of 
the Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership will be 
held on Thursday 15th 
March, from 6pm - 8pm 
at Witton Park Village 

Hall.
If you would like to 

attend, contact a mem-
ber of the team by call-
ing 03000 268 663 or 
email bishopshildo-
naap@durham.gov.uk.

SHILDON AAP BOARD MEETING

SOFT PLAY CLOSES FOR 
SECOND TIME IN 3 YEARS

The Red Lion
Mother’s Day Treat

Sunday 10th March

An evening of 

MOTOWN
With DJ Maxie

From 5-9pm
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The event was hosted as 
part of Human Trafficking 
Awareness Day,  and CCO 
Callan highlighted the 
importance and the key 
role the community play in 
helping the police. 

She commented, “Please 

be vigilant and if you have 
any information please 
contact the police on 101 
or 999 in an emergency. 

“You can also report 
anonymously to crime 
stoppers on 0800 555 
111.”

SHILDON NEIGHBOUR-
HOOD Police Team’s CCO 
Callan visited Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre 
on Wednesday 28th Feb-
ruary, where she talked 
to members of the public 
about human trafficking .

TALKING ABOUT TRAFFICKING
CCO Callan with members of the public at the human trafficking awareness event.

Their parents, Kyle 
Thompson, a firefighter, 
and Jane Stout, a cook, 
live in Hackworth Road 
in Shildon.

The 8-month-olds 
shared four Godpar-
ents; Mark Hallimond, 
Michelle Hallimond, 

Kieran Thompson and 
Rachel Jones, while Zeb 
also had David Trotter 
and Pippa had Kim Alder-
son.

The family celebrated 
the occasion with a 
reception at the Civic Hall 
following the service.

REVEREND CANON 
David Tomlinson was 
delighted to welcome 
twins into the Church on 
Sunday 4th March, when 
brother and sister Zeb 
and Pippa Thompson 
were baptised together 
at St John’s Church.

Pippa and Zeb Thompson with their parents and Godparents and cousins Leo and Bobby.

TWINS CHRISTENED AT ST JOHN’S

THE CATS Youth Theatre 
Group say “Be Our Guest” 
as they invite you along to 
their Easter Pantomime 
at the Civic Hall this 
month.

Their show, Beauty and 
the Beast, will be staged 
on Thursday 15th, Friday 
16th and Saturday 17th 
March at 7.30pm, with 
one final performance 
on Sunday 18th March at 
2pm.  

A spokesperson said, 
“This is the group’s first 
ever Easter Pantomime, 
so fingers crossed it is a 
success. Why not come 
along and support the 
group in this family show, 
where you’ll see all the 

BE OUR GUEST...

CATS Youth Theatre Group invite you to be their guest at 
their Easter pantomime.

usual characters, as well 
as a few unusual surprise 
characters too. 

“Sing along to the well 
known songs and laugh 
at the comedy duo Muck 
and Fuddle, Dopey Doris 
and Simple Dimples. 
Boo and hiss at the evil 
servant Jasper, or just 
come along and enjoy the 
show.”

Tickets, priced at £5.50  
for adults and £3.50 for 
children, can be pre-
booked by ringing the Box 
Office on 01388  774838. 
Alternatively, you can 
also purchase tickets 
from Timothy Hackworth 
School (during school 
hours).

Elm Road Club Presents
‘Amazing vocal harmony show’

Saturday 31st March 2018, 7pm - 11.30pm
Tickets £7 behind the bar or contact Garry Scott on 07915 119 213

+ Band & Disco

Companionship, friendship 
and fun are guaranteed!

• Dogs to suit your
lifestyle

• Completely flexible
• Trial stays to ensure

 compatibility
• Full support and

advice
• A playmate for your

own dog

Dog lovers wanted
Join our local host community

BarkingMad.uk.com 
Joanne Hewitt - 0191 580 5111
joanne.hewitt@barkingmad.uk.com
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Heighington. 
Recorded history is silent 

as to how long the early 
settlers occupied the site, 
but intriguingly there has 
also been some finds of 
Roman iron nails, suggest-
ing some sort of timber 
buildings were constructed 
at the base of the hill. The 
Roman road, Dere Street, 
running between York and 
the Roman Wall, passes 
over Royal Oak not much 
more than a mile away and 
there is a strong likelihood 
that settlement continued 
in the area after the Roman 
occupation.

As to Redworth itself, 
the settlement was first 
recorded in 1138; its name 
derived from the olde Eng-
lish for “farm enclosure 
where the reeds grow”, 
harking back to its pre-his-
toric past.

The name Shackleton is 
also of AngloSaxon origin, 
a term meaning “tongue 
of land, enclosure or set-
tlement”, and at some 
point in the early part of 
the 18th century the site 
of the ancient iron age fort 
was brought back into use, 
with the erection of a stone 
framed “tower mill”.

Primarily used for grind-
ing grain, windmills of this 
type, with the milling gear 
housed in a tapering tower 
and sails fixed to a rotating 
timber frame, were exten-
sively used in the medieval 
and post medieval period. 
At their peak, in the mid 18th 
century, it is estimated there 
were as many as 10,000 
tower mills in England.

The presence of a wind-
mill of this type on the 
Shackleton Beacon site 
clearly indicates the ridge 

WHILST THE settlement we 
know today as Shildon did 
not emerge from the Dark 
Ages into historical record 
until 821AD, one of the most 
prominent features of the 
local landscape holds the 
key to much earlier human 
occupation of our local 
area.

Many of our readers will 
frequently drive out of Shil-
don towards Redworth, with 
the horizon dominated by a 
high wooded hill, situated 
immediately to the right of 
the village; and possibly 
unaware that the westerly 
edge of that hill houses a 
scheduled ancient mon-
ument of national impor-
tance: Shackleton Beacon, 
a fortified enclosure dating 
back to the Iron Age.

The complex earthworks 
of the fort consist of a series 
of ditches and ramparts, fol-
lowing the natural contours 
of the land, forming a strong 
natural defensive posi-
tion. A causeway entrance 
through the defences on the 
south-east side led to a 0.70 
acre twin level oval shaped 
interior, where the relatively 
simple buildings would 
have been made of timber. 
The construction of the 
defensive outpost would 
have been after 600BC, and 

would have been occupied 
by Iron Age settlers at vari-
ous times up to the Roman 
occupation in the 1st cen-
tury AD.

Although there is only 
limited archaeological evi-
dence of pre Iron Age set-
tlement in the area, towards 
the end of the preceding 
Bronze Age, the local land-
scape became the subject 
of more intensive farm-
ing. The native farmers 
became increasingly terri-
torial, with a need to defend 
themselves, leading to the 
developments of hill forts. 
This was at a time when the 
northern region was domi-
nated by the Brigantes tribe, 
a confederation of tribal 
groups whose economy 
was based on mixed farm-
ing and animal husbandry.

Whilst Iron Age hill forts 
are uncommon in County 
Durham, with only four or 
possibly five identified, 
Shackleton Beacon is one 
of the best and a very good 
example of its type. There 
were also a number of late 
Bronze/Iron Age flint ham-
mers and club heads found 
in the area in the late 19th 
and early 20th century, 
and aerial photography 
has identified a cluster of 
iron age settlements near 

A BEACON FROM TIMES GONE BY
The view from Shildon across to Shackleton Beacon Hill.

was far less wooded than it 
is today. Open to view, with 
its sails rotating in the wind, 
it must have presented quite 
a sight to the travellers, with 
their loaded packhorses 
and carts plying their trade 
along the old road from Shil-
don to Darlington.

With the acquisition the 
Redworth estate by the 
Surtees family, Crosier Sur-
tees, the then “lord of the 
manor” took the decision to 
convert the windmill into a 
“belvedere or folly”, around 
1794. A place of “music and 
entertainment”, with grand 
views over the surrounding 
countryside.

Unfortunately Crosier 
was to cause significant 
damage to the earthworks, 
remodelling the area and 
laying a footpath along the 
line of the old causeway. 

Remnants of the Sur-
tees family folly structure 
remain in the woods with its 
6.5m diameter outer stone 
wall of the Tower Mill of the 

period.
Whilst the hill fort site 

is located on private land, 
and as such not subject to 
public access, Shackleton 
Beacon hill is visible from 
many local viewpoints and 
its impressive presence 
serves as a reminder that 
early man was active in our 
local environment as long 
as 2,500 years ago!A typical Iron Age hill fort enclosure c250BC.

Remains of Old Tower Mill, as converted into a folly.

A tower mill of the period.
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defeats in its last three 
league matches - 5-1 
away to West Auckland 
and 0-4 at home to Ben-
field - while also squeez-
ing past relegation bat-
tlers, Jarrow Roofing.

However, with their 
opponents having had an 
opportunity to regroup, 
the match has now been 
rescheduled for next 
Tuesday,  13th March at 
7.30pm.

Before then, Shildon 
travel on Saturday (10th 
March) to a resurgent 
Guisborough Town, who 
are unbeaten in their last 
eight league matches. 

AS THE Beast from the 
East roared across the 
country last week, it took 
with it the entire Northern 
League fixtures sched-
ule,  which was no sur-
prise give the majority of 
professional games were 
also cancelled.

As well as the weekend 
fixture at Newcastle Ben-
field, Shildon’s Durham 
Challenge Cup semi final 
away at Consett was 
postponed for the second 
time.

The Railwaymen would 
have been keen to take 
on a Consett side which 
has suffered two heavy 

BEAST FROM THE 
EAST DECIMATES 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE  

After the snow comes the melt, causing further disruption 
through flooding, as witnessed at Dean Street this week.
                  Photo: @Official_SAFC.

SHILDON AFC Supporters’ 
Club’s latest lottery draw 
took place at Shildon AFC 
social club on Sunday 4th 
March.

The jackpot prize 
remained unclaimed and 
now rises to £850.

The six numbers drawn 
on the night were: 1, 3, 5, 6, 
7 and 12. The consolation 
prize of £25 was won by K 

Watson.
This week, players must 

match the six numbers 
drawn from the remaining 
11 to scoop the jackpot. 

Tickets can be pur-
chased from the football 
ground on match days,  
from Main Street News, 
the One Stop Shop and 
various other outlets 
around the town.

LOTTO JACKPOT RISES

John Heighington has 
been head coach, pro-
ducing his first National 
Champion, Andrew Elli-
son in 1979 and his 100th,  
Aaron “The Wasp” Hubery  
in 2012.

Every year has seen at 
least three national cham-
pions prosper from the 
club.

In 2017, Mia Wright won 
the National Champions 
Golden Glove Award,  mak-
ing history for the club as 
its first female champion.

The club spokesperson 
added: “At Shildon Box-
ing Club we feel we offer 
a valuable service within 
the local community, giv-
ing young people a place 
to train with the opportu-
nity to take their training 
as far as they want to go, 
including national cham-
pionships.

“The club opens three 
times a week, charging 
minimal subs from the 
boxers so it is affordable, 
and is run by its commit-

tee and coaching staff on 
a voluntary basis. 

“The club has also been 
invited to train at the 
renowned Totana Spar-
ring Camp in Spain this 
July.

“The training camp is by 
invitation only, so we are 
extremely proud to have 
been given the opportu-
nity.

“We are hoping to take 
between ten and twenty 
young boxers on the trip,  
depending on funds.

“As with all clubs, fund-
ing is high priority and 
is what keeps the doors 
open. We rely on compa-
nies and individuals to 
help us meet the running 
costs of the gym and the 
maintenance of the mini-
bus that transports boxers 
to various events up and 
down the country through-
out the year, including the 
travel to national champi-
onships.

“Any help is warmly wel-
comed.”

SHILDON AMATEUR Box-
ing Club is looking for 
sponsors for its Home 
Show at Shildon Civic Hall 
on Friday 6th April against 
a Scotland Select.

A spokesperson for the 
club said: “A £60  dona-
tion will get your name 
published in the event 
programme, your name 
added to our Facebook 
page and a photograph of 
the boxers of the bout you 
have sponsored.  

“Our club relies on spon-
sorship and donations 
from individuals and com-
panies to keep the club 
doors open.

“If you or your company 
could help support our 
club, whether you want 
to sponsor a bout or just 
make a donation please 
contact Steve Graham   on  
07968 267992.

“We also require prizes 
for the raffle to be drawn 
on the night. Items can 
either be given to a club 
member or dropped off at 
the club, which is based in 
Shildon Railway Institute 
at 78 Redworth Road, on 
a Monday, Wednesday or 
Friday between 6.30pm 
and 7.45pm.”

Shildon ABC was formed 
in 1903 and is reputedly 
the second oldest boxing 
club in UK. 

Since its inception, thou-
sands of boxers have 
donned its signature black 
and gold colours.

Since the late 1970s, 

BOXING CLUB SEEKS SPONSORS
Shildon Amateur Boxing Club was formed in 1903 and is the second oldest in the UK.


