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APPEAL DELAY IN STEPHEN CASE
ON THURSDAY (1st Febru-
ary), trafficked child ‘Ste-
phen’, along with his foster 
sister Naomi Tomlinson 
and campaigners, includ-
ing Bishop Auckland 
constituency MP, Helen 
Goodman met in London 
to deliver a petition to the 
Home Office supporting 
Stephen’s campaign to 
stay in the UK.

The petition was deliv-
ered ahead of Stephen’s 
appeal hearing, which had 
been expected to take 
place on Monday, 5th Feb-
ruary.

However, the hearing 
was postponed at the 
eleventh hour, prolonging 
the family’s agonising 
wait for a verdict in the 
case. 

Later in the week, Ste-
phen’s plight was raised 
by Ms Goodman at Prime 
Minister’s Questions on 
Wednesday, (7th Feb-
ruary) and learned the 
Home Office are now 
requesting that Stephen 
be re-interviewed on 19th 
February.

“We are hopeful that this 
is a predicator of a soften-

ing in their attitude,” said 
Stephen’s foster father, 
Rev. Canon David Tomlin-
son. 

Following the death of 
his only relative when he 
was 8 years old, Stephen 
was homeless and living 
on the streets in his native 
Vietnam where he fell 

‘Stephen’ is joined at the Home Office by his foster sister, Naomi Tomlinson, Bishop Auckland MP, Helen Goodman and 
campaigners as they hand in a petition signed by over 116,000 people asking for Stephen not to be deported. 
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FREE Headboard FREE Delivery

SPECIAL PURCHASE 4’ 6” Double Divan

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

Baby & Toddler 
K ingdom

153 Newgate Street,  Bishop Auckland   DL14 7EN
Tel: 07403 304524 Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

Silver  Cross, Mima, Bebecar, Babystyle, Maxi Cosi,  
Egg, Quinny, Maclaren, MJ Mark, Izzywotnott, 

Uppa Baby, Mutsy, Halo, icandy and more

W I N T E R  S A L E
While stocks last

CRIER SAYS 
THANK YOU FOR 
DONATIONS
STAFF AT the Crier were 
delighted to receive an 
early Christmas present 
before the festive break 
when Shildon Community 
Safety Group donated 
£1,000 to the newspa-
per’s running costs. 

However, the good news 
didn’t stop there and staff 
were equally delighted 
to return to work in the 
new year to receive a visit 
from the Busy Bees with a 
donation of £200.

And last week, another 
donation of £61.50 arrived 
from St John’s Church, 
who nominated the Crier 
as their ‘Charity of the 
Month’.

Editor, Stephanie Ben-
nett said: “We are over-
whelmed and thankful to 
all the groups who have 
donated. 

“Their kind gestures are 
an enormous help as we 
rely on advertising reve-
nue and donations as our 
main sources of income.

”Acts of generosity like 
these are a great motiva-
tion for us.”
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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31st January

Peacefully after a short 
illness, Peter, aged 80 

years of Shildon.

Will friends please meet for 
service in St John’s Church, 

Shildon, at 1.30pm on 
Thursday 15th February, 

followed by private 
interment.

Bainbridge

A devoted Dad to Dawn, 
Craig, Sean and the late 
Hayley. Dear Brother to 

Bill and Jen.
Also a much loved and 
loving Grandad, Great 

Grandad, Father-in_law, 
Brother-in-Law, Cousin, 

Uncle and good friend to 
many.

In Memoriam

Died February 8th 2007

No more tomorrows for 
us to share,

But memories of you will 
always be there

Loved and remembered ,
Peter, Ian, Michelle, Jack, 

Emily & Ben

Linda Short

Night night
God Bless

13.2.2017

A year has passed for our 
Rose in God’s Garden

Loved and missed every day,
By all your family

Joyce Seymour

11.2.2001

Remembering you on 
this day

Loved and missed always, 
From Tina & Grandkids

xxx

Obey Peacock

8.2.2017
It is only a year since 

you passed, but you are 
still very much in our 

thoughts and prayers. 
It was your time and we 

had to let you go.

God bless, all our loved and 
thanks for everything,

Tony, Alan & Richard xxx

George Pearson

12.2.1988
30 years on

Remembering a 
wonderful Grandma 

today and always

It’s always sad, but 
comforting

To silently recall
Your smile and dear 

familiar face
So loved by one and all

For the world may keep 
on turning

And change from day 
to day

But precious memories 
of you

Will never fade away

And here’s hoping that 
this message

Which carries so much 
love

Will somehow find its way 
to you

In Heaven up above

It’s to let you know, dear 
Grandma

That, although you are 
at rest

You’ll live forever in the 
hearts

Of those who loved you 
best

Such treasured memories, 
You meant the world to us.
Miss you still. All our love,

Tony, Alan & Richard
xxx    xxx    xxx

Minnie Robinson

February 10th

The ache within our 
hearts will never go away,

And there it will remain 
until we meet again

Love from Dawn & family

Denis Boddy

80 Today
Have a wonderful 

birthday Pam

Pam Haines

All my love,
Stewart

xxx

10th February

80!

80 Today
Congratulations and have a 
very happy birthday Mam

Pam Haines

Love you loads,
Susan, Tracey, John, Wynn. 

Kevin & Alison
xxx

(Mam)
10th February

80!

Not bad for a 50 year old!
Have a brilliant 
birthday week!

Michael Barker

Lots of love,
Dawn, Fred & Barney

xxx

8th February

50!

Happy 50th birthday stud!
Pint like?

Michael Barker

Love Theresa, Derek, 
Steph & Mike

xxx

8th February

50!

Happy birthday Uncle 
Michael, hope you get lots 
of choc choc and tickets! 

Michael Barker

Don’t drink too many 
Fruit Shoots,
Love Evelyn

xxx

90!
Happy 90th Birthday

Aubrey Clethero
8th February
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Happy 16th Birthday to a 
special Godson

Lots of love,
Denise, Walter, Kelly

& the Claydon-Woods

Liam Larkings

Happy 10th Birthday

Tom Robinson

Love, Mam, Dad & Charlotte

8th February

Birthdays

Happy 18th Birthday to an 
amazing Son and Brother 
who we are so proud of.
Have a brilliant birthday.

Lewis Anthony Race

All our love,
Mam, Dad & Leon

xxx

13.2.18

18! Wanted

CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

Acknowledgements

2.2.53
Liz (Elizabeth) would 

like to thank family and 
friends for the lovely gifts 
& cards she received for 

her 65th Birthday
xx

Walton

Saturday 17th February
DELL ALLEN

Fantastic local lad in the Lounge
Sounds from the American Diner Show (50s & 60s inc. 
Elvis) Admission £2 on the door. Don’t miss this show!

Saturday 3rd March
ROD STEWART & TINA TURNER
Sensational Tribute Show plus Disco

Advance Tickets £8 - Door Admission £10 
Doors open 7pm. Show starts 8pm.
Don’t delay, get your tickets now!!!
Pay on the door or get tickets from the Club

Facebook: Chilton Community Sports and Social Club

01388 720294

Chilton Community
Sports & Social Club

The Area’s No 1 Music Venue

ST. MARK’S Church in 
Eldon will host a Messy 
Church on Sunday 11th 
February, from 3.30pm to 
5pm. 

Children are most wel-
come and should take 
along an adult.

ST MARK’S 
MESSY CHURCH

A MONTHLY Jumble Sale 
will take place at Shildon 
Salvation Army on Cross 
Street, between 10am  
and 11.30am on Tuesday 
13th February. All are wel-
come.

MONTHLY 
JUMBLE SALE

SHILDON’S NEXT Indoor 
Market takes place on 
Tuesday 13th February,  
between 11am and 3pm 
at the Civic Hall. 

“We have gifts, cakes, 
cheese, pies & pasties, 
perfume, books and 
goods for all the family,” 
said a spokesperson.

INDOOR MARKET 
NEXT WEEK

had won the competition 
and would be receiving a 
prize.  

At the Carol service 
Rev. Canon David Tom-
linson told the congrega-
tion about the competi-
tion and announced the 
winner. He invited the 
Mayor of Shildon, Coun-
cillor Shirley Quinn, to 
shake hands with Geor-
gia and congratulate her 
on her success. 

Councillor Quinn posed 
for photographs with 
Georgia and said that 
she would like to return 
to the Branch when the 
prize arrived and present 
it to the youngster. 

After the school hol-
idays, the Branch met 
again and Councillor 
Quinn arrived to present 
Georgia with an Amazon 
voucher. 

Councillor Quinn spent 

time talking to the girls 
about GFS, what the 
Society was about and 
the type of activities 
which were undertaken 
by the girls in the Branch. 

At the end of the visit 
Councillor Quinn said, “I 
have thoroughly enjoyed 
my evening and I am 
very proud to have been 
asked to present the 
prize to Georgia. Her 
design is lovely. All of 
the girls are very polite 
and have spoken knowl-
edgeably and enthusias-
tically about GFS.”

For more information 
about the history and 
work of GFS check out 
their website: www.
girlsfriendlysociety.org.uk.

THE GIRLS Friendly 
Society (GFS) was estab-
lished in 1875 and is one 
of the oldest registered 
charities working to 
support girls and young 
women in England and 
Wales. 

In the autumn of 2017 
the GFS Headquarters 
in London notified GFS 
branches and projects 
that they were running 
a Christmas card com-
petition entitled ‘Winter 
Wonderland’. 

The members of the 
Branch at St. Mark’s 
Church in Eldon created 
their designs, which 
were then posted to Lon-
don.

A day before the Com-
munity Carol Service at 
St Mark’s, the Leaders 
were informed that ten-
year-old Georgia Watson 
from the Eldon Branch 

MAYOR PRESENTS PRIZE TO 
GFS COMPETITION WINNER

Georgia Watson receives her prize from Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Shirley Quinn, who proudly 
shows the ten year-old’s winning Christmas card design.

MP FOR Bishop Auckland, 
Helen Goodman’s next 
surgery for constituents 
takes place at Jubilee 
Fields Community Centre, 
Shildon, at 5pm on Friday 
9th February.

Anyone who would like 
to raise any issues with 
their parliamentary repre-
sentative can simply go 
along. No appointment is 
necessary.

MP SURGERY

ST JOHN’S Church wel-
comes everyone to their 
next Cafe Church, which 
takes place this Sunday, 
11th February.

A spokesperson said, 
“We will be thinking about 
success and failure, and 
eating pancakes!”

Doors open at 5.15pm 
and the programme gets 
underway at 6pm.

All are welcome to go 
along.

SUCCESS, 
FAILURE & 
PANCAKES
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CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY

“The group is looking for 
young people aged 11 
years and over who would 
like to take part as actors 
and singers in this West 
End musical adaptation 
of Roald Dahl’s all time 
classic story. 

“Who knows, you could 

be our Veruca Salt, or 
Charlie Bucket, or even 
Willy Wonka himself.

“Maybe you would like to 
be an Ooompa Loompa?”

Any young people inter-
ested should call  01388  
774838 or 07747 826324 
for more information.  

AFTER RECENTLY fin-
ishing their annual pan-
tomime, The Tearaways 
Theatre Group are about 
to start rehearsals on 
their next production,  
Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, the New Musical.

A spokesperson said: 

TEARAWAYS SEARCH FOR STARS 
OF LATEST PRODUCTION

Would you like to star in the Tearaways latest production?

prey at age 10 to a crim-
inal gang who trafficked 
him to the UK aged 16 to 
serve as a slave labourer.

He was rescued by the 
authorities in Tyneside 
and placed into foster 
care, eventually settling 
with Rev. Canon David 
Tomlinson and his family 
in Shildon.

Supporters from the 
campaigning website 
38Degrees and ECPAT 
(Every Child Protected 
Against Trafficking), a 
leading children’s rights 
organisation, made their 
way to the Home Office 
where they met Bishop 
Auckland MP Helen 
Goodman to deliver the 
petition which, in combi-
nation with other petitions 
related to Stephen’s cam-
paign, has been signed by 
over 116,000 people.

Following the handover, 
Stephen and the team 
walked to Parliament 
where they received a 
brief tour before a meet-
ing with Helen Goodman 
MP and representatives 
from ECPAT.

Stephen told his story, 
in which he described his 
life as being kept “in dark-
ness” prior to being res-
cued in Newcastle while 
suffering beatings on a 
regular basis by his cap-
tors, often, he said “for 
no reason”. He frequently 
feared he would be killed.

Expressing his grati-
tude to the British pub-
lic and those who have 
supported him he said: “I 
can never pay back what 
everyone has done for 
me. I want to work to help 
other people too”.

After their meeting, 
Ms Goodman said:  “Ste-
phen has been incredibly 

brave. He was orphaned 
as a child, lived on the 
streets in Hanoi and was 
trafficked through Russia 
aged 12. 

“He was kept in the dark 
for five years tending can-
nabis plants and beaten. 
He was sold by one crimi-
nal gang to another.

“He is clearly a victim 
of trafficking and modern 
slavery. The Home Office 
refusal to grant asylum 
was riddled with errors. 
He should be allowed to 
stay because of his excep-
tional circumstances on 
humanitarian grounds.

“Here he can live a nor-
mal life with a family who 
love him and get an edu-
cation.

“116,000 people showed 
they understand this by 
signing the petition. 

“Let’s hope the Home 
Secretary becomes num-
ber 116,001.”

HEARING DELAY IN STEPHEN CASE
FROM PAGE 1

VALENTINE’S OFFER
Mix & Match Any 2 For £20

* Munch Box Special
*Thali Night

*Set 4 Course Meal
(Starter, Main, Rice & Nan)

*A FREE Drink (can) with every order

(12th - 15th February)

Tel: 01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
www.shildontandorri.com

31 Church Street, Shildon, Co Durham, DL4 1DS

THE BISHOP Auckland 
and Shildon AAP Board is 
recruiting for Board mem-
bers within the public rep-
resentative category.

A spokesperson said, 
“This is an exciting oppor-
tunity for those with a 
keen interest in their 
local community to join 
a dynamic and proactive 
Board who have success-
fully delivered a number 
of projects throughout 
the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP area since 
the formation of the Part-
nership in June 2009.

“The role itself is not 
onerous, in terms of time 
commitments, there is a 
requirement to attend a 
Board Meeting every two 
months, and preferably 
to have input to at least 
one of our Task & Finish 
Groups who take a lead in 
addressing our local pri-
orities. 

“The role is about shar-
ing your valuable local 
knowledge and being pas-
sionate about your com-
munity – helping to make 
a difference in our area.”

If you would like more 

information about the role 
of a public representative, 
or would like to receive 
the full application pack, 
contact a member of the 
Bishop Auckland and Shil-
don AAP team on 03000 
268663 or email bishop-
shildonaap@durham.gov.
uk.

The spokesperson 
went on to say, “Once we 
receive your completed 
application, a member of 
the AAP Team will be in 
touch to outline the next 
steps.

“This is your opportu-
nity to become directly 
involved in what’s going 
on in your local area and 
we look forward to hear-
ing from you.”

Recruitment and short-
listing for positions will 
begin in February with 
interviews taking place 
in late February / early 
March.

For further informa-
tion visit www.durham.
gov.uk/…/Representa-
tives-wanted-for-Area.

The closing date for 
applications is Friday 16th 
February 2018, 5pm.

YOUR AAP NEEDS YOU!

THE BUSY Bees Fund-
raising Group are hold-
ing a coffee morning 
and table top sale on 
Friday 9th February in 
Foundations on Church 
Street (opposite Costa 
Coffee).

The sale, from 10am 
to 12.30pm, will have 
clothes, cakes, bric-a-
brac, shoes and a raffle.  
“Come along and sup-
port us,” said a spokes-
person. “All are wel-
come and entry is free.”

COFFEE MORNING

ELECTRICIAN
For all your electrical needs

• Showers
• Safety Inspections
• Lights
• Cookers
• Fuse Boxes
• Combi Boiler Repairs

7 DAYS A WEEK
07305 952934
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Students first trained 
on how to become fully 
pledged astronauts in 
the lower deck of the bus, 
which included the use 
of high tech equipment 
such as Samsung tablets 
and sensors to transport 
them into space in astro-
naut suits.  

After training the stu-
dents were then ready to 
strap in and experience 
their journey to space and 
back down to earth.

The aim of the workshop 
was to provide an inter-
active session to allow 
students to enhance their 
understanding on space 
physics, which forms a 
core part of their sylla-
bus.

The event was enjoyed 
by many science enthu-
siasts from across both 
campuses and some even 
quoted that this event had 
inspired them to pursue a 
career in space physics 
or become astronauts.

Tom from Year 10 said: 
“I really enjoyed experi-
encing what it feels like 
being in space and learn-
ing about the G forces 
exerted on the body.  

“The interactive part 
of this made me learn 
more about space and I 
look forward to building 
on this in my science les-
sons.  

“It was a fantastic expe-
rience and I would recom-
mend it to other schools”.

ON THURSDAY, 1st Feb-
ruary, Greenfield Com-
munity College had the 
opportunity to welcome 
the Samsung VR bus for 
the students to experi-
ence life in space.  

This event was to mark 
the voyage of Tim Peake 
to the international space 
station and back.  

The Samsung bus 
allowed students to expe-
rience the descent in the 
Soyuz capsule in virtual 
reality without leaving the 
comfort of their seats.

Students explored the 
science of space on 
board the ISS and took 
part in the interactive and 
immersive 360° experi-
ence.

TIM PEAKE TOUR BUS VISITS 
SUNNYDALE CAMPUS

The Samsung VR bus at the Shildon campus of Greenfield Community College. 

Lou’s Blooms
Florists

64 Church Street, Shildon 
DL4 1DY | 07593 578788

NOW OPEN
Flowers for all occasions
Don’t forget your flowers 
for your special person on
VALENTINE’S DAY
DELIVERY AVAILABLE!

FOUNDATIONS, ON 
Church Street, will host 
a free cooking workshop 
on Wednesday 28th Feb-
ruary, between 1pm and 
2.30pm.

The session is an oppor-
tunity to learn tips on 
cooking healthily on a 
budget.

A spokesperson said, 
“We will cover store cup-
board cooking, how to 
use leftovers, cooking 
and shopping tips as well 
as being open to ques-

tions.”
The event is being held 

in conjunction with Little 
Chefs Big Chefs CIC, a 
non-profit organisation 
which hosts educational 
sessions designed to 
inspire everyone to make 
better food choices.

All ages are welcome, 
including children.

For more information 
contact Joanne on 07507 
666805 or email little-
chefs.bigchefs@yahoo.
co.uk.

FREE COOKING WORKSHOP

A MEMORY Cafe for peo-
ple living with dementia 
and memory problems 
has proved so popular 
with residents, a second 
cafe will open its doors 
this month.

Chestnut Close Memory 
Cafe currently runs on 
the first Tuesday of the 
month, offering a variety 
of activities, including 
armchair aerobics, sing-
alongs, games, quizzes 
and beauty treatments, 
as well as tea, coffee and 
good company. 

A second session will 
now take place on the 
third Tuesday of every 

month at Harrison Close 
Community Centre, from 
1pm to 2.30pm.

A spokesperson com-
mented, “We have seen 
demand in the local area to 
offer another memory cafe, 
so if you are living with 
dementia, or know some-
one who is, then this is a 
great place to meet new 
people, share your experi-
ences and, most of all, relax 
and have some fun.

“Please come along or 
get in touch if you need to 
know more. We also have 
free transport available.”

For more information 
call 01388 417600.

POPULAR MEMORY CAFE 
EXPANDS TO SECOND SESSION

This  week  in  History

The England cricket 
team led by Lord Harris 
is attacked during a 
riot during a match in 
Sydney.

8 February 1879

American Revolutionary 
War: The British Parlia-
ment declares Massachu-
setts in rebellion.

9 February 1775

Spanish Civil War: The 
Nationalists conclude 
their conquest of Cata-
lonia and seal the border 
with France..

10 February 1939

Censorship: China lifts a 
ban on works by Aristot-
le, William Shakespeare 
and Charles Dickens.

11 February 1979

United States President 
Bill Clinton is acquitted 
by the United States 
Senate in his impeach-
ment trial

12 February 1999

Massacre of Glencoe: 
Almost 80 Macdonalds 
at Glencoe, Scotland are 
killed early in the morning 
for not promptly pledging 
allegiance to the new 
king, William of Orange.

13 February 1692

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

The event was intro-
duced, arranged and con-
cluded by students rang-
ing from Year 7 to Year 
11 and show-cased the 
exceptional talent within 
the local area.  

Students performed a 
range of poems, inspired 
by poignant themes from 
Love and Relationships to 
War and Humanity.

This included original 
poems written by the 
students themselves and 
some excellent recitals of 
more established works.  

There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house as Yr 10 stu-
dent Leah Mundy sang a 
heart-wrenching version 
of Faith Hill’s There You’ll 
Be.

And the audience were 
left in awe as student Rob-
ert Beeston performed, in 
character, the 56 lines of 
My Last Duchess. 

He was dramatic, ruth-
less and massively enter-
taining.

A spokesperson for the 
school said: “Greenfield 
Community College is 
committed to developing 
skills in ways that will 
improve techniques and 
at the same time inspire a 
love of learning.

“The competition helps 
students understand 
more about the sounds 
of poetry as part of its 
meaning but also for 
pleasure and the opportu-
nity to perform and bring 
pleasure to others.  

“The students involved 
were a credit to the 
school and performed 
with passion and enthu-
siasm. 

“Well done to everyone 
involved in ‘Poetry by 
Heart’ it was a fabulous 
experience for all.”

GREENFIELD COMMU-
NITY College, Sunnydale 
Campus were thrilled to 
host the return of Poetry 
by Heart on Thursday 2nd 
February.  

The evening was part 
of a national initiative 
encouraging young peo-
ple across the country to 
discover the joy of learn-
ing and reciting poems.

The event was, yet 
again, a huge success.  
The hall was full to capac-
ity with students, parents, 
staff and local dignitaries, 
including Mayor of Shil-
don, Cllr Shirley Quinn and 
Reverend Canon David 
Tomlinson in attendance.  

Everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed an evening of 
entertainment which 
included poetry recitals 
interspersed with a selec-
tion of stand-out singing 
perfomances.  

POETRY BY HEART RETURNS TO 
GREENFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Greenfield Community College hosted an inspiring evening of poetry recital last week.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

AN UP to date Will written 
by a solicitor ensures your 
wishes are respected 
and  also avoids difficult 
decisions and legal com-
plications for your loved 
ones, says Age UK County 
Durham, which is launch-
ing its first Write Your Will 
Week next month.

A spokesperson for the 
organisation said: “Life 
changes, sometimes sud-
denly. 

“We meet many people 
looking for a new group 
of friends, people to share 
and spend time with.

“Life changes mean also 
thinking of the future and 
changing or writing a will 
to ensure your wishes will 
be known and loved ones 
spared difficult decisions 
trying to imagine what 
you would have wanted.

“We all know someone 
who has faced this impos-

sible situation.
“Writing a will is sensi-

ble, easy and now, thanks 
to solicitors across the 
County, you can write your 
will and support the work 
of Age UK County Durham 
at the same time.”

Write Your Will Week 
runs from 12th until 16th 
March 2018. 

Solicitors have waived 
their fees and donated 
their time to help individ-
uals or couples, aged 50 
or over, get their affairs in 
order. 

In return they will ask for 
a suggested donation, all 
of which they pass on to 
Age UK County Durham.

Age UK County Durham 
can be contacted on 0191 
374 6367 to help find the 
solicitor local to you.

Appointments are lim-
ited and booking is essen-
tial.

AGE UK COUNTY DURHAM 
WRITE YOUR WILL WEEK

Age UK is launching its first Write Your Will Week.

A SHILDON man has been 
remanded in custody after 
admitting attempting to 
engage in sexual activity 
with a child through the 
use of the internet.

Mark Whitfield, 46, 
pleaded guilty to two 
charges relating to inci-
dents earlier this month, 
when he appeared before 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates’ Court on Tuesday 
30th January

Whitfield, of Birch Ave-

nue, spoke only to confirm 
his name and address 
before pleading guilty to 
the charges.

John Garside, prosecut-
ing, said Whitfield was 
already awaiting sentence 
at Durham Crown Court 
after earlier pleading 
guilty to similar charges.

He was further 
remanded in custody 
until March when he will 
appear in court for sen-
tencing on all matters.

GUILTY PLEA TO SEX OFFENCES
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Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

JB JOINERY
All aspects of joinery 
& home improvement 
services undertaken

Free Estimates
Call John on 

07814 965 317
JB Joinery

2nd Shildon Guides 
and 4th Shildon Brown-
ies marked the occasion 
with a march in Bishop 
Auckland on Saturday 3rd 
February.

Many of the marchers 
were dressed in the suf-
fragette colours of white, 
purple and green, carrying 
placards displaying slo-
gans of the time.

THIS YEAR marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
Representation of the 
People Act, which gave 
the first British women 
the right to vote.  

SUFFRAGETTES CELEBRATED
Members of 2nd Shildon Guides & 4th Shildon Brownies marked the 100th anniversary of 
women’s suffrage with a march in Bishop Auckland.

ACTIVITIES COMING up 
at Shildon Library include  
The Magic Carpet, a story 
session involving music, 
songs and creative play 
for children aged 3-5 
years.

The session takes place 
on Tuesday 13th February 
and lasts approximately 
90 minutes. The cost is 
just £1 per child. 

For information on the 
start time for this event, 
call in or contact the 
library.

There will be more 
magic on Thursday 15th 
February when children 
can take part in a Magic 
Crafts Workshop. 

This activity is for chil-
dren aged four years and 
over and begins at 2pm. 
The cost is £1 per child.

Places for both activi-
ties are limited so book-
ing is advisable. 

To book, call the library 
on 03000 269526 or email 
shildon.lib@durham.gov.
uk.

ACTIVITIES AT THE LIBRARY

and donations.
Coach, Tracy Stevens 

said: “This donation will 
help towards travel to 
competitions throughout 
the year.  

“Our first competition is 
at Kettering where eleven 
skaters will compete in 
a national artistic roller 
skating competition.”

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Shirley Quinn, was the 
first to congratulate the 
group, saying: “It’s bril-

liant that they are getting 
acknowledged in the area. 
I have always admired the 
great work they do and 
they know how proud I 
am of all the skaters, their 
talent, their support for 
others and what they have 
achieved, both as skaters 
and inspiring young peo-
ple. Very well done.”

Anyone interested in 
trying roller skating can 
contact Tracy on 07891 
461958.

SPECTRUM ROLLER 
Skaters were delighted to 
accept a cheque for £200 
from Asda, Bishop Auck-
land recently.  

The store’s green token 
community box supports 
local groups and the roller 
skaters were very proud 
to be nominated as a 
good cause.  

The roller skating group, 
based at Shildon, has 
grown in number but 
relies heavily on funding 

SPECTRUM RECEIVE ASDA DONATION
Tracy Stevens and skaters from Spectrum collect a cheque for £200 from Asda.

JUBILEE FIELDS Com-
munity Centre’s Slim-
ming World group mem-
bers knew just where 
to donate some of their 
unwanted food, sweets 
and chocolate from 
Christmas last year.

Barbara Fuller, the 
Centre’s Development 
Worker, whose role is 

currently funded by 
the Greggs Founda-
tion, kindly accepted 
the huge donation from 
Judith Box, the group’s 
leader, with great appre-
ciation.

The goodies will be 
distributed to the elderly 
members of the centre’s 
Ladies’ Club. 

SLIMMERS DONATE XMAS EXCESS

Barbara Fuller accepted a donation of food, sweets and 
chocolates from Judith Box’s Slimming World club on 
behalf of the Jubilee Centre’s Ladies Club.

CHILDREN IN Distress 
charity shop on Church 
Street would like to say 
a ‘massive thank you’ to 
everyone involved in the 
Christmas Raffle and 
Tombola, from everyone 
who donated gifts to 

everyone who purchased 
tickets.

 A fantastic £602 was 
raised for the charity.

“Thank you for your 
continued help and sup-
port,” said a spokesper-
son.

CHARITY RAFFLE THANKS
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his balance on a slippery 
surface to unleash an 
unstoppable left foot shot   
into the top corner.

Two minutes later the 
lead was doubled when 
Shildon fell victim to a 
classic counter attack.

A cross from the right 
was missed by the Shil-
don forward line and 
Aycliffe sped up the field, 
releasing Craig Hutchin-
son on their right.

The centre forward 
easily made room for a 
low cross and with the 
defence static, Ben Trot-
ter was allowed to run 
freely onto the ball before 
slamming home from 18 
yards.

Shildon’s Callum Banki 
was sacrificed within 
half an hour as the side 
changed tactics in an 
attempt to gain a foothold 
in the game. 

The young midfielder 
made way for the more 
experienced forward, 
Matty Waters, but the 
change of tactic was neu-
tered before the break 
when Adam Burnicle was 
forced off through injury 
to be replaced by Mark 

Ellison.
Shildon created 

chances, but as has been 
the case for much of the 
season, failed to convert 
them into goals until, 
with 20 minutes remain-
ing, Billy Greulich-Smith 
latched on to a knock-
down from a corner to 
sweep home and halve 
the deficit.

Further chances fell to 
player-manager Daniel 
Moore and Ellison, but 
both failed to hit the tar-
get and Aycliffe held on 
as Shildon mounted a late  
onslaught.

The loss leaves Shil-
don in sixth place in the 
division with promotion 
hopes quickly evaporat-
ing unless the side can 
very quickly find a return 
to their early season 
form.

With this midweek’s  fix-
ture against Newcastle 
Benfield postponed, a trip 
to Heritage Park on Satur-
day to face another derby 
against Bishop Auckland 
look set to define the 
outcome of this season’s 
league campaign for the 
Railwaymen.

SHILDON’S SLIDE down 
the Northern League Divi-
sion One table continued 
at Moore Lane on Satur-
day when they fell to a 
2-1 derby day defeat at 
the hands of local rivals, 
Newton Aycliffe.

The loss sees the Rail-
waymen slip to sixth 
place in the table while 
Aycliffe move up to 15th, 
eleven points clear of the 
final relegation place.

Shildon have now won 
just one of their last eight 
league matches, collect-
ing just six points from 24 
available. 

The visitors left them-
selves a mountain to 
climb at Moore Lane, con-
ceding twice in quick suc-
cession within the open-
ing fifteen minutes. 

Jordan Roberts opened 
the scoring in the 12th 
minute when Shildon 
failed to defend a throw 
in 18 yards from goal on 
their right. 

Aycliffe were allowed to 
move the ball across the 
the field before Roberts 
cut back inside from the 
opposite corner of the 
box and managed to keep 

SHILDON FALL TO DERBY DEFEAT

Shildon’s defence is unable to prevent Newton Aycliffe’s Jordan Roberts from opening the 
scoring at Moore Lane on Saturday.    Photo: Martyn Tweddle.

AS THEY tried to find 
some sort of rhythm to the 
season after the Christ-
mas break and weather 
interruptions, Shildon 
AFC Over 40s travelled to 
Silksworth on Saturday, 
where they were hosted 
by the league’s bottom 
side, The Doxy Lad.

The tinkering contin-
ued with another change 
in formation to try and 
get the balance right and 
pose more of an attacking 
threat.

Shildon started very 
well; with a high press 
and crisp passing they 
forced the Sunderland 
side onto the back foot as 
they sought an early goal 
to ease nerves and build 
confidence.

But Lady Luck wasn’t 
shining on the team in 
the first half with Dixon, 
Topping and Wickins all 
coming close, only to be 
denied by the post or a 
defender on the line.

To rub salt into the 
wounds, a miscommuni-
cation between Scott and 
McMahon in the Shildon 
defence allowed a back 
pass to run into an empty 
net, presenting the home 
side with the first half 
lead.

Shildon should have 
continued to believe in 
their ability, but tempers 

frayed and through lack of 
focus on the task at hand, 
their control of the game 
slipped.  

With an opportunity 
to regroup at the break, 
Shildon returned to their  
dominant start to the 
game, enjoying lots of 
possession but failing 
to create anything in the 
final third that would test 
the home keeper.

A slight tweak to the 
formation pushed Banis-
ter into midfield and he 
started to pass the ball 
with the accuracy the 
team had been lacking.

It wasn’t long before 
Alan Bell latched onto a 
through ball to slot home 
and level the scores. 

The dominance con-
tinued and within ten 
minutes, Shildon took 
the lead with Jeff Dixon 
cutting in from the right 
to score and earn the visi-
tors all three points.

Shildon move into fourth 
place in the Sunderland 
and District Over 40s 
League, just one point 
behind Red Hackle and 
Forest Hall in third and 
second respectively.

Next up for Shildon is 
another road trip, this time 
to sixth place Gateshead 
Redheugh at Redheugh 
Park on Saturday (10th), 
with kick off at 10.30am.

OVER 40S IN COMEBACK WIN

SHILDON AFC Under 12 
Whites were in action on 
Sunday in the Challenge 
Cup second round when 
they travelled to unbeaten 
Billingham United Hor-
nets,  leaders of Under 
12 Division 5 with a 100% 
record this season.

But it was the visitors 
who demonstrated why 
they play two divisions 
above their hosts in the 
Tees Junior Football Alli-
ance (TJFA), recording a 
thumping 9-1 victory to 
march emphatically into 
the third round of the 
tournament. 

Shildon’s goals came 
from Jack Milner (4), 
Jack Leighton (3), Sam 

Hopper and Xander Cay-
gill with Wolkiewicz scor-
ing the Hornets’ consola-
tion.

The under 12s remain 
on the road for the rest of 
the month, travelling to 
5th place Stockton West 
End this weekend as they 
look to consolidate third 
place in the table and to 
the league’s bottom side, 
Thornaby FC Blue on 
Sunday 18th February.

They are then back in 
Challenge Cup action,  
heading to Hartlepool to 
take on Divison Four side 
St Francis Yellow in the 
next round, a tie sched-
uled to take place on 
Sunday 25th February.

U12 WHITES MARCH ON


