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YOUTH FUND 
NOW OPEN 
FOR FUNDING 
APPLICATIONS
BISHOP AUCKLAND 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership’s Youth 
Fund is now open for 
applications.

Organisations eligible 
to apply need to be 
not for profit groups 
such as Voluntary and 
Community Sector 
organisations and Town 
and Parish Councils.   

Any project applied 
for should provide 
new youth activities 
for young people aged 
11-19 (25yrs for young 
people with Special 
Educational Needs or 
Disability).

Projects should also 
demonstrate they 
improve the social and 
emotional capabilities 
of young people.

The minimum grant 
for a project is £1,000 
and the maximum 
is £3,000.   Closing 
Date for applications 
is Wednesday 28th 
February 2018

For more information 
on the Youth Fund or to 
request an application 
form, contact the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon 
Area Action Partnership 
either by email at 
bishopshildonaap@
durham.gov.uk or 
by phone on 03000  
268663.

ELECTRIC RISE RECLINERS
BY SHERBORNE & CELEBRITY WITH 5 YEARS WARRANTY

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY- Manual recliners & settees to match -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • Tel: 01325 463303

“Stephen’s” appeal goes before the Home Office on 5th February. 

PETITION TO KEEP ‘STEPHEN’ IN 
UK PASSES 100,000 SIGNATURES
AS THE deadline looms for 
the Home Office decision 
on the fate of Rev. David 
Tomlinson and family’s 
19-year-old foster son 
and brother,  the petition 
to allow ‘Stephen’ (not his 
real name) to remain in 
the UK has, at the time of 
going to press, received 
106,635 signatures.

Following the death of 
his only relative when he 
was 8 years old, ’Stephen’ 
was homeless and living 
on the streets in his native 
Vietnam where he fell prey 
at age 10 to a criminal 
gang who trafficked him 
to the UK aged 16 to serve 
as a slave labourer. 

He was rescued by the 
authorities in Tyneside 

and placed into foster 
care before eventually 
being fostered by Rev. 
Tomlinson, his wife, 
Davina and their daughter 
Naomi. 

In a plea to petitioners 
this week, Naomi said: 
“It’s incredible how many 
people have got behind 
this case to pressure 
the Government into 
reversing this decision 
and allowing Stephen to 
stay in the country.

“It breaks my heart the 
thought of him being 
taken away and sent back 
to a country where he 
knows no-one and has 
nothing. 

“He needs to stay in my 
family, a family who love 

and care about him, we 
can’t lose this case! 

“Please, continue to 
share this petition, help us 
to get to the 100,000 mark 
by the time his case goes 
to court in 7 days, help us 
to keep him in my family 
where he belongs and in 
the community he calls 
home!”

Shildon Town Councillor, 
David Reynolds, who 
started the petition on the 
38degrees campaigning 
website said: “Since 
becoming part of the 
family, ‘Stephen’ has 
been able to acquire 
basic school education, 
evolved from a quiet and 
vulnerable child into a 
helpful and kind young 

man and reclaimed his life 
from his former captors. 
Now aged 19, he has not 
only a new family in our 
welcoming community, 
but has made friends and 
found a girlfriend.

“He has also adopted the 
Christian faith, a factor 
which places him at risk 
of state persecution in 
his former country if, as 
the Home Office currently 
intend, he is forced to 
return to Vietnam.”

Stephen’s appeal 
hearing is set to take 
place on 5th February. 
The petition can be signed 
at https://you.38degrees.
org.uk/petitions/allow-
shildon-s-stephen-to-
stay-in-uk.
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DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your
full satisfaction. 

All information is correct,
to the best of our 

knowledge, at the time of
printing. 

The Shildon & District Town 
Crier accepts articles in

good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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South West Durham News 
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Shildon  DL4 1AH
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BirthdaysIn Memoriam

Died 2.2.2009

Nine years ago 
You passed away,

You’re missed by all
With each passing day

Always loved and never 
forgotten, a loving Wife, 

Mother & Nana,
Husband Ron,

Mary, John & family

Kate Jacques

(The Cat)
3rd February 2008

The depths of sorrow we 
cannot tell

Of the loss of one we 
loved so well,

And while he sleeps a 
peaceful sleep

His memory we shall 
always keep

Love and miss you Eric,
From all your family

xxx

Eric Rewcastle

He ain’t heavy 
He’s my brother

2.2.17

Missed and loved 
every day,

Gone but not forgotten

Pearl & family

Brian Torr

Birthdays

3rd February

Happy 16th Birthday to a 
special Grandson

Lots of love,
Nana Janice & Granda Peter

xxx

Liam Larkings

3rd February

Happy 16th Birthday

All our love,
Mam, Dad & Maddie

xxx

Liam Larkings

3rd February

Happy 16th Birthday

Lots of love,
Nana Carol, Grandad Tony,

Stephen & Amy
xxx

Liam Larkings

4th February

Happy 18th Birthday

Love Grandma, Dad, 
Michelle, Hannah & Daniel

xx

Adam Scott

Happy 10th Birthday

Bobby Ian Johnson

Love you all the world,
Mam, Pops, Johnny & Lottie

xxx

4th February

1st February

Happy Birthday

Love always,
Sue
xxx

Stuart Boddy

60!

1st February

Happy 60th Birthday Stuart

Love Ma & all the Millers
xx

Stuart Boddy

1st February

60 Today
Happy Birthday Grandad 

Bod

Love, Callum, Kattie, Elle, 
Travis, Olivia, Sienna, 

Harry & Thomas
xxx

Stuart Boddy

60!

4th February

Happy 10th Birthday 
darling

Lots of love,
Grandma, Auntie Kimberley, 

Kole & Andi
xxx

Bobby Johnson

4th February

Happy 10th Birthday

Love, Gran & Auntie Beverley
xxx

Bobby Johnson

6.2.1997

Happy 21st Birthday Jake

All our love always,
Grandma & Granda

xx

Jake Bird

21!

Acknowledgements

Joyce and the family of 
John George Bainbridge, 

who sadly passed away on 
22nd January, would like 
to thank everyone who 

attended his funeral and 
for the many cards, kind 
words and flowers which 
we have received. Also to 

Dale Care, Gibson’s Funeral 
Services & Elm Road Club.

Bainbridge

Wanted
Wanted

CASH FOR HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE: 07860 560 295

Lady in her late 80s needs 
transport once a week for 
supermarket shopping. Time 
and cost negotiable. Ring 
01388 775792 for details.

WAVERLEY TERRACE 
Allotments Leek Club 
are advising prospective 
members that they 
have until Saturday 24th 
February  to pay their £10 
joining fee.

For more information, 
contact B Woodward on 
07816 862863.

DEADLINE FOR 
LEEK CLUB 
MEMBERSHIP

THE RAILWAY Institute on 
Redworth Road will host 
‘The Big Shildon Quiz’ on 
Friday 9th February.

The event will kick off 
at 7.30pm when there will 
be both adults rounds and 
kids rounds, a tombola, 
raffle and disco.

All proceeds will be 
donated to Shildon Alive!

THE BIG 
SHILDON QUIZ

CITIZENS’ ADVICE 
sessions will take place 
in Shildon Town Council 
Offices on Wednesdays 
7th and 21st February, 
from 10am to 1pm.

No appointment is 
necessary, simply call in.

CITIZENS’ 
ADVICE 
SESSIONS

THE POPULAR manager 
of the Civic Hall, Paul 
Watson, is set to leave the 
post in April after 11 years 
to concentrate on his work 
with events promotion 
company, Wannasee. 

Messages have poured 
in on Paul’s Facebook 
page, with residents of the 
town thanking him for his 
hard work and for putting 
the Civic Hall ‘on the map’ 
as a music venue, with one 
person commenting, “You 
were responsible for the 
glory years, which brought 
enjoyment to countless 
people, at everything from 
pantomimes to rock gigs.”

CIVIC HALL 
MANAGER 
RESIGNS
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SKIING IN THE AOSTA VALLEY
the first-class tuition 
provided by Italian and 
British instructors.

This year, several 
students gained the 
highly respected 5* 
award, proving them to 
be proficient skiers and 
able to navigate even the 
toughest of terrain. 

The group were also 
fortunate enough to 
benefit from fantastic 
conditions. Locals 
described the resort of 
Pila to have had the best 
snow in over 27 years.

A spokesperson for 
Greenfield commented, 

“Learning outside the 
classroom is vitally 
important in enhancing 
the education of every 
child, and at Greenfield 
we aim to offer a range of 
opportunities to engage, 
enthuse and broaden 
aspirations. 

“The ski residential is 
one such opportunity 
where pupils develop 
life-long learning, both 
on and off the slopes.  
Pupils learn a new craft 
but also realise a life-
changing educational 
experience.  They are up 
early, into lessons all day, 

A GROUP of 43 students 
and staff from Greenfield 
Community College 
(both Sunnydale campus 
and the Aycliffe site) 
enjoyed a brilliant time 
in Italy’s Aosta Valley 
recently, when they took 
part in the annual ski 
residential, travelling 
with Mansfield based 
Interski.  

Greenfield has visited 
Pila, a superb Italian ski 
resort boasting stunning 
views of Monte Bianco, 
for the past 17 years and 
hundreds of students 
have benefited from 

follow a comprehensive 
après ski programme 
and complete a full 
programme of school 
work on an evening.  

“They work extremely 
hard and each and every 
one grows during their 
week away; learning 
about themselves, the 
people around them and 
what it’s like to do things 
for themselves!”

Assemblies have 
already taken place at 
both campuses to launch 
Ski Pila 2018. 

Follow the school on 
Twitter: @GreenfieldSki. 

SHILDON TOWN Council 
have given permission 
for a third Armed Forces 
Day event to take place in 
Hackworth Park.

The event will take place 
on Saturday 23rd June.

ARMED FORCES 
DAY EVENT TO 
TAKE PLACE 
IN JUNE

MAMS AND Dads with 
little ones can get fit 
and socialise with other 
parents with Buggy Walks 
in Shildon.

The walks, led by 
Shildon Health Trainers, 
take place every Monday 
and Friday, between 
9.15am - 10.15am from 
Shildon Library.

For more information 
contact Elliott on 07736 
295598 or Lauren on 
07525 815173.

BUGGY WALKS 
EVERY MONDAY 
& FRIDAY

A MEMORY cafe for 
people living with 
dementia or suffering 
from memory problems 
takes place on the first 
Tuesday of every month 
at Chestnut Close 
Community Centre in 
Shildon.

There is no charge and 
all are welcome to go 
along, meet new people, 
share experiences and 
enjoy a cuppa.

The next session takes 
place on Tuesday 6th 
February from 1pm till 
2.30pm.

For more information 
call 01388 417600. 
Transport can be 
arranged by calling Elliot 
on 07736 295598.

CHESTNUT CAFE 
MEMORY CAFE

PC PETE Akiens will be in 
Costa Coffee on Church 
Street between 1pm 
and 2pm on Friday 2nd 
February for ‘Cuppa with 
a Copper’.

PC Akiens said, “This 
is not an invite for a free 
coffee but is your chance 
to meet a member of your 
local police team and 
have an informal chat.”

CUPPA WITH 
A COPPER

The students took the time to pose for a group picture on the slopes at Pila. 

The Council proposes in not less than 7 days from the date of this notice to make an 
Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to 
close to all vehicular traffic a 70m length of The Oval (nos 8-24) Shildon by reason 
of carriageway widening and resurfacing works to be undertaken.  The maximum 
duration of the temporary closure under the Order is 18 months and is required from 
19/02/18 for the duration of the works anticipated to be 4 weeks. However, on rare 
occasions, alternative dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed 
accordingly. Alternative route: via the western side of The Oval.

Dated: 3 February 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

 (THE OVAL, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

FORMER PROFESSI-
ONAL footballer at 
Wimbledon AFC, 
Carlton Fairweather, is 
to host a memorial 60s 
celebration night at Elm 
Road Club in memory of 
avid Shildon supporter, 
John Hay.

The football star is also 
a prominent member of 
the Crazy Gang and now 
works as a community 
coach for Sunderland 
AFC.

The event will take 
place on Saturday 10th 
February from 7.30pm till 
late, when there will also 
be a bumper auction, 
raffle and tombola.

Auction prizes include 
a 50” TV, Sunderland 

60S CELEBRATION NIGHT
tickets, signed football 
memorabilia, golf days, 
spa days and a meat 
hamper.

There are also over 80 
raffle prizes, including 
various meals, Sunday 
lunches and afternoon 
teas for two, hair 
salon vouchers, pet 
grooming vouchers and 

kitchenware.
Tickets for the event, 

costing £6, are available 
from Elm Road Club or 
from Sue on 07443 042 
862 or Andrew on 07717 
204 325.

All proceeds from the 

event will be donated 
to Diabetes UK, the 
Prosthetic Limb Centre 
at James Cook Hospital 
and Shildon AFC - 
organisations which 
played a big part in 
John’s life.

Keith Simpson
Painter & Decorator

All sub-contracting, 
private & insurance work 

undertaken
35 Years Experience

T: 01740 656737
M: 07999 905522

E: kcsimpson65@yahoo.co.uk
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on Sunday 21st January.
The suspect is 

described as being of 
slim build with short 
dark hair, wearing a 
camouflage jacket.

Anyone with 
information should ring 
101, or email caughton.
camera@durham.
pnn.police.uk, quoting 
reference CRI00102768.

DO YOU recognise this 
man? Durham police 
would like to speak to him 
after he failed to make 
payment at Redworth 
Service Station in Shildon 

POLICE SEEK SUSPECTED THIEF
The man in the picture failed to make payment for goods at Redworth Service Station.

Window Wizards. 
Get crafty and see 

how you can create 
brilliant inventions from 
recycled items found at 
home, with artist Dawn 
Belshaw, or join the 
window design team, 
led by artist Sharron 
Bates, and create a 
fabulous new story 
through art, which will 
be displayed in the 
entrance area.

Activities are suitable 
for all ages and 
families. Children under 
8 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Bookings 
are now open, via the 
enrolment form at 
www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk. 

For further information 
contact the  team on 
01325 379048 or email 
info@greenfield-arts.
co.uk.

CREATIVE HALF-TERM 
holiday workshops, with 
fun-packed activities 
for young people and 
families, are taking place 
at Greenfield Arts next 
month.

The facility, which is 
based on the Newton 
Aycliffe campus of 
Greenfield School, is 
offering a free activity 
programme, including 
Crazy Crafts and 

GET CRAFTY THIS HALF-TERM
There are an array of activities on offer for adults and children alike.

POLICE ATTENDED 
reports of a domestic 
incident in Shildon on 
Tuesday 30th January, 
resulting in a man being 
tasered through a living 
room window.

The incident took place 
at around 4.20pm  at a 
property on Dent Street.

In a seven minute long 
video posted on social 
media, the man can be 
seen throwing glass 

from the broken living 
room window at police. 
After giving him several 
warnings to stand down, 
a taser was eventually 
used to detain the non-
compliant offender

The 21-year-old man  
was arrested on suspicion 
of affray and assault 
occasioning actual bodily 
harm.

The investigation is 
currently ongoing.

MAN TASERED THROUGH 
LIVING ROOM WINDOW

THE SHILDON AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery’s 
latest draw took place at 
the Shildon AFC social 
club on Sunday 28th 
January.

There was no winner of 
the £550 jackpot prize 
with the six numbers 
drawn from the bag being: 
2, 5, 9, 14, 16 and 17. The 

consolation prize of £25 
was won by T Horner.

This week, players 
should select six numbers 
from the remaining 16 to 
win a jackpot of £600. 

Tickets can be purchased 
from the ground on match 
days, Main Street News, 
One Stop Shop and various 
other outlets.

NO LOTTO WINNER

Neighbours filmed the incident, which resulted in a man being 
tasered through his broken living room window.

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

SEND US YOUR STORIES
If you have a story you would like us to 
cover, we would love to hear from you. 
We are especially interested in good

news, be it personal achievements, local fundraising, 
community service or any other positive stories. 

Call us on 01388 775896 or email crier@swd.news.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
High Quality Gates 

 Garden Fences - Wall Railings
- Free Estimates &

Advice on any project
- Experienced Tradesmen 

- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

NEIL ELECTRICAL
Electrical & Heating Contractors
Specialists in:
• Safety Inspections
• Fuse Box Installation/Repairs
• Electric Showers
• Electric Cookers
• Emergency Callouts
• Re-Wires
• Combi Boilers

neil.neec@gmail.com
www.neilelectrical.co.uk

Tel: Neil 07368 267007

or distressed, or the 
occurrence in the locality 
of crime or disorder.

Someone under 16 years 
old can also be removed 
to their home address or a 
place of safety.

It is an offence to not 
comply with the terms of 
the direction, leading to 
possible arrest and court 
action.

Shildon Neighbourhood 
Police Team were out in 
numbers on all nights over 
this weekend. Only one 
youth was taken home 
and no directions were 
issued. However, during 
the period of the Order, 
there were no reported 
incidents of Anti-Social 

Behaviour (ASB).
A spokesperson for 

Shildon Police said, “Do 
you know where and what 
your children are getting 
up to on an evening? This 
tactic will be used again 
to stop ASB in Shildon 
Town Centre.”

The action comes 
following reports 
of groups of youths 
harassing members of 
the public, including 
throwing ice balls, 
stones and even bricks at 
passing cars.

If you witness such an 
incident, or fall victim 
to harassment or abuse 
yourself, contact police 
immediately on 101.

OVER THE weekend of 
Friday 19th to Sunday 
21st January, a Dispersal 
Order was in effect in 
Shildon Town Centre 
under section 35 of the 
Crime and Policing Act 
2014. 

This meant that an 
officer could direct 
a person to leave a 
designated area (in this 
case the area shown 
in the map attached) 
for a period of up to 48 
hours, if that officer had 
reasonable grounds to 
suspect that the person’s 
behaviour had or was likely 
to contribute to members 
of the public in the locality 
being harassed, alarmed 

POLICE IMPOSE DISPERSAL 
ORDER IN TOWN CENTRE

During the period of the Dispersal Order, police could order people to leave the designated area, 
shown here inside the red line.

MIDDRIDGE HISTORY 
Society’s next meeting 
is taking place on 
Thursday 8th February 
at 7.30pm at Middridge 
Village Hall with a talk 
entitled Poverty Through 
the Ages in Britain.

Alison Hodgson will 
give an illustrated 
description of how 
poor people have been 
treated from the Middle 

Ages through to the 
establishment of the 
Welfare State.

She will include the 
Elizabethan Poor Law, 
the Irish potato famine, 
Highland clearances, 
nineteenth century 
philanthropists and the 
New Poor Law.

Refreshments will be 
served and everyone is 
most welcome.

POVERTY THROUGH THE AGES

Peter Pan Panto
I recently had the pleasure of attending this year’s 
panto, put on by Derrick Robinson and the young 
people of the town. 
I have to say that the show was excellent with a 
great mix of story telling, dancing, singing, bad 
joke telling and the usual ‘oh no you don’ts’ and 
‘it’s behind you’s’. Despite the bad weather and all 
the sickness bugs, the show was well performed 
by our talented young people. Thank you all.
Derrick announced that a number of the stars 
gave their last performance as exam pressures 
are upon them or moving to university. I wish 
everyone well with their new adventures and I do 
hope they continue using their talents.
I am looking forward to supporting the next 
performance where there will be a new cast of 
existing talent and new.
Thank you once again.

Councillor Shirley Quinn
Mayor of Shildon

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL14 8JP.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.

Stuey’s Disco for Kids

Every Thursday from 8th February
From 6.30pm until 8ish

Members & non members welcome
Free entry

Children must be accompanied by an adult

Shildon Railway Sports & Social Club

The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm | Sat 8.30am - 1.45pm | Sun 9.30am - 12 noon
Open Bank Holidays 9.30am - noon. www.themotorshop.co.uk

Est.1979

TO LET

TEL: 07746 294 399

2 Bed House in Thomas 
Street, Shildon
Refurbished 

& Redecorated
New Carpets & Blinds

£325 pcm
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CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY

The application, by 
Kenworth Ltd of Catterick 
Garrison, is for seven two-
bedroomed properties 
and 33 four or more 
bedroomed homes.

The plan includes a 
proposal for tree and hedge 
planting to landscape the 
development around its 
perimeter.

Members expressed 

concern relating to 
the access and egress 
arrangements onto  the 
busy Redworth Road, 
along with junction 
visibility.

The Town Council have 
requested that these 
concerns be addressed by 
Durham County Council 
before the application is 
determined.

SHILDON TOWN Council 
have raised concerns 
regarding a potential 
housing development in 
Shildon.

The planning application 
was submitted last year 
for the erection of 40 
new homes on vacant 
land adjacent to the Nisa 
store and filling station on 
Redworth Road.

CONCERNS OVER ACCESS 
TO NEW DEVELOPMENT

Architect’s impression of the proposed Redworth Road development.  Picture: Intersect Architects Ltd.

STEVE PRICE, one of the 
UK’s busiest and most 
established magicians, 
will be visiting Saint 
John’s Church next month 
to perform his brand of 
close-up table top magic. 

Steve is a Gold Star 
Member of the Inner 
Magic Circle, a past 
Secretary of the Magic 
Circle and he has also 
won the Magic Circle’s 
Originality Prize.

As a full-time 
professional, he uses 
his astonishing magical 
skills to amaze and 
amuse audiences all 
around the world. 

Steve’s passion for 
performing began at 
the age of ten when his 
parents bought him the 
Ali Bongo Book of Magic 
for his birthday.  

From that moment, he 
knew he wanted to be an 
entertainer. 

He has over 15 years of 
performing experience 
and has worked at 
thousands of events in 
thousands of venues. 

His unique blend of 
laughs, mystery and 
stunning sleight of 
hand has thrilled tens of 
thousands of people. 

Now this wonder 
magician,  who has been 

described by Magic 
Circle Magazine as 
“Entrancing... fascinating 
and thoroughly 
entertaining,” is returning 
to Shildon for a weekend 
of entertainment. 

On Friday 9th March 
you can enjoy a ‘Meal 
with Magic’ at the March 
Hare in Tindale. Tickets, 
costing £8, are available 
from St John’s Church or 
the Shildon Alive! Hub on 
Church Street.

Steve’s ‘Big Show’ takes 
place the following night, 
10th March, at St John’s 
Church between 7pm and 
9pm. Admission if free, 
however raffle tickets will 
be for sale upon entry.

Magic loving Mams 
will be in for a treat the 
following day, 11th March, 
which just happens to be 
Mothers’ Day.

Events start with a 
Magic Mothering Service 
where Steve will perform 
and there will be flowers 
for the ladies.

At 3.30pm a Magic 
Messy Church will take 
place at St Mark’s, Eldon.

The Cafe Church will 
take place back at St 
John’s at 6pm, where 
Steve will perform close 
up table magic before 
joining the Youthy at 7pm.

MAGICIAN RETURNS FOR 
WEEKEND OF THE IMPOSSIBLE

Steve Price is one of the UK’s most established magicians.

Her Mam, Alex, 
commented, “I would like 
to say a huge thank you 
to everyone who attended 
the event and everyone 
who kindly donated to the 

raffles, tombola and drink 
hamper.

“I would also like to thank 
everyone that helped on 
the day, from the people in 
the kitchen to the people 
on the stall, as well as 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre and Barbara and 
Rachel.

“Everyone seemed to 
have so much fun and 
we raised an amazing 
£394.64 for Anya’s 
chosen charity.

“We hope to do another 
in the summer months.”

YOUNG FUNDRAISER, 
Anya Howlader hosted her 
Super Charity Fun Day in 
aid of anti-bullying charity 
Bullies Out on Sunday 
28th January.

YOUNG FUNDRAISER HOSTS FUN DAY
Anya Howlader has helped raise £394.64, which will be divided between Bullies Out and Anya’s 
pageant journey.

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

freelance  hairdressing
10 years experience
monday - saturday

late night appointments

affordable prices
free consultations

laura  07583 172713
f: @hairandbeyondfreelance
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COMPETING FOR 
custom alongside the 
Essoldo, whilst many may 
remember New Shildon’s 
second cinema as the 
Rex, it was to start life 
as the “Magnet”, named 
after the very street in 
which it stood for over 60 
years.

 It was opened around 
Christmas 1910, by 
a small independent 
operator, the Magnet 
Picture Hall Company, 
in the same year as 
Shildon’s Hippodrome 
and nearly five years 
before its near rival, 
separated by the Shildon 
Institute railway sidings.

 In the years leading up 
to the Great War, New 
Shildon was booming, 
with a population 
approaching 3,500, 
underpinned by its 
dominant employer, the 
Shildon Works Co, by that 
time employing some 
1,200 men, and with R W 
Worsdell newly appointed 
as the Works General 
Manager.

Following the opening 
of the first successful 
cinema in Pittsburgh, 
USA only five years 
earlier in 1905, by 1910 
the growth of the movie 
industry was in full flow 
in the UK, offering a 
simpler, cheaper form 
of entertainment to the 
working classes. Before 
long, virtually every town 
and village in Durham 
was to have at least one 
cinema, and by 1914 
Shildon was no exception, 
with the Hippodrome, the 
Magnet and the Empire.

The Empire, in Garbutt 
Street, had been opened 
in 1913 by Picton Pictures 
with a capacity of 600. 
By that time Shildon’s 
near neighbour Bishop 
Auckland had four 
cinemas and Darlington 
ten!

Like many early silent 

movie cinemas, the 
Magnet opened quickly 
to meet the rising 
demand, housed in a 
property conversion. This 
time almost uniquely 
within a row of terraced 
houses, knocked together 
to form an auditorium, 
and it is said with its 
projection box perched 
above a makeshift screen 
in a former bedroom. 
Entry to the ticket booth, 
and 300 seater stalls, was 
via a former front door (all 
a bit different!) 

After World War I the 
cinema was renamed 
the New Magnet, and the 
name was changed again 
to the Magnet Picture 
House in 1920.

 Providing a programme 
of silent movies and 
regular newsreels, which 
by then were a popular 
way of keeping up 
with events, all was to 
change in 1929, with the 
introduction of an AWH 
sound system into the 
Magnet. 

Designed by the British 
inventor, Arthur William 

Harris, the Magnet was 
for the first time able 
to screen “talkies”. By 
the early 1930s “talking 
pictures” were a global 
phenomena, with the 
first British produced 
talkie, Alfred Hitchcock’s 
Blackmail, being 
screened at the Magnet 
in 1930.

 In many ways the 1930s 
were the “cinema heyday” 
with venues such as the 
Magnet changing their 
programme three or four 
times a week and many 
local people attending 
the cinema twice a week 
or more. By the end of 
the 30s technicolour 
movies were increasingly 
available and the people 
of New Shildon would 
have been able to watch 
such classics as Gone 
with the Wind and The 
Wizard of Oz.

After World War II the 
Magnet finally became 
the Rex, at some point 
increasing its capacity 
to 450, with the addition 
of a circle. A distinctive 
feature of the renamed 
theatre was the Rex sign 
on the apex of the roof 
(although it is said on 
one stormy New Shildon 
night the “E” was blown 
down and the sign went 
un-repaired for the rest of 
its life).

It is difficult to trace the 
ownership of the Rex in 
the post war years, but 
by 1954 the owner was 
recorded as Minco, of 
Clayton Street, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, with prices 
ranging from 7 pence to 1 

shilling 9 pence. The Rex 
was also a bit special, 
having a private box for 
hire!

The Rex finally closed 
after nearly 50 years as 
a cinema around 1958, 
and for a time became 
a dance hall, with the 
young people of Shildon 
flocking to dance to rock 
and roll music. 

In 1964 the Rex 
abandoned dancing in 
favour of bingo. Unlike 
the Hippodrome that 

THE REX; NEW SHILDON’S 
KING OF CINEMA

 The Magnet cinema in the 1930s, facing onto Pears Terrace. 

had been converted to 
cash bingo in 1962, the 
Rex was to offer “prize 
bingo” only, which was 
highly popular at the 
local seaside resorts. 
The winner of each game 
being awarded tokens 
or tickets that could be 
redeemed at the kiosk for 
prizes or free games.

 The Rex remained open 
until the 1970s when, 
along with Magnet Street, 
which by that time was 
over 100 years old, it was 
demolished.

Like the Essoldo, located 
on the other side of the 
old line, little evidence 
remains on the ground 
of one of New Shildon’s 
earliest ventures into the 
world of cinema.

The site of New Shildon’s Rex cinema today. Grass and 
trees on the former Magnet Street, with Pears Terrace to 
the right.                                                                                                                

Hitchcock's “Blackmail”, one of the first talkies shown in 
New Shildon.

The Rex sign on the apex of 
the roof.
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SHILDON AFC U12 Whites 
were at home to Kader FC 
United in Division 3 of 
the Tees Junior Football 
Alliance (TJFA) on 
Sunday 28th January

The visitors started 
the game in 3rd place in 
the league with Shildon 
4th, but by the end of 
proceedings, the sides 
would swap places. 

After a slow start, the 
Whites found their rhythm 
and scored two first half 
goals to take a 2-0 lead 
into the break. 

The Whites’ determi-

nation to work hard and 
pass the ball better in the 
second half paid off, with 
another two goals being 
added for an emphatic 
4-0 win against strong op-
position.

The goals came from 
Jack Leighton (2), Karn 
Wood and Ben Moore, 
with Jack also named as 
Man of the Match. 

This Sunday, the side are 
in Challenge Cup Round 2 
action away to Billingham 
United Hornets who lead 
Under 12 Division 5 with a 
100% record this season.

WHITES WIN IN LEAGUE

minute, but somehow 
Shildon contrived to miss 
countless opportunities 
to put the game to 
bed before Seaham 
responded with two 
second half goals through 
Johnston and McBryde.

Since manager Daniel 
Moore’s assessment six 
games ago, at the league’s 
halfway stage, that his 
side could still claim the 
title were they to drop just 
ten points in the second 
half of the season, they 
have plummeted to 13th 
place in the form table, 
picking up just six of the 
last 18 available points.

But more concerning for 
the club is the damage to 
its promotion ambitions. 

While the manager’s 
optimism at a title tilt 
may not have been 
shared by the majority of 
supporters, until recently, 
promotion has remained 
an attainable goal. 

However, with the club 
sliding into fifth place in 
the league that ambition 
is also now in jeopardy.

While winning all 
remaining games is 
more than unlikely, the 
side requires a major 
upswing in form to 
remain in contention for a 
promotion place.

A victory in the local 
derby at Newton Aycliffe 
on Saturday (3rd February) 
would be as good a place 
to start as any.

IN A metophor of Shildon’s 
recent league travails, a 
floodlight failure in the 
final minutes at one corner 
of Dean Street on Saturday 
cast long and deep 
shadows over Shildon’s 
half of the playing field.

The home team started 
brightly enough against 
Seaham Red Star, but by 
full time had let slip an 
early two goal lead to drop 
points in the game and 
places in the table. Adam 
Burnicle opened the 
scoring in the 7th minute, 
after hitting the post three 
minutes earlier.

New signing, Matty 
Waters, making his first 
start for the club, doubled 
the lead in the 10th 

SHILDON SLIP AGAIN TO SEAHAM

Adam Burnicle opens the scoring for Shildon against Seaham Red Star on Saturday, but 
profligate finishing and a second half comeback would cost the Railwaymen. Photo: Tom Clegg

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

IT HAS been a quiet start 
to the year for SRAC as 
everyone gets over the 
excesses of Christmas.

However the junior 
runners have been in 
competition over the last 
couple of weeks.

On 13th January Kyle 
Walton and Rachel 
Bennett took part in 
the Northern Athletics 
Championships. 

In the u17m 60m final 
Kyle ended up in a three-
way photo finish with 
just 100th of a second 
separating Gold from 
Bronze. 

After a nail-biting wait, 
Kyle was awarded Silver 
with a new 60m personal 
best of 7.11s. 

In the u17w 200m final 
Rachel Bennett strolled 
to victory only to be 
disqualified for treading 
the line coming off the 
start bend. 

Last weekend saw 
better results for both 
at the Scottish National 
Championships. 

Kyle took the u17m 60m 
title in a new personal 
best 7.10s, equalling 
the club record in the 
process.

Rachel also took 
Scottish National Gold in 
a time of 25.39s for the 
u17w 200m.

It has been a slower 
start for the senior 
runners, but two of them 
braved the Brass Monkey 

half marathon at York on 
Sunday 14th January.

Colin Wild came in with 
a time of 1 hour, 33mins, 
39 secs, followed by Ian 
Rudge with a time of 2 
hours 5 minutes.

If you’re interested in 
joining Shildon Running 
& Athletic Club you can 
contact them by email 
at secretary@shildonrun 
ning.co.uk, or if you’re a 
runner over the age of 18 
go along and join them 
for a run on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6.15pm 
at Shildon and Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre. 

You can find out more 
at www.shildonrunning.
co.uk and follow them on 
Twitter @ShildonRunning.

RUNNING CLUB JANUARY ROUNDUP

SHILDON AFC U14s are 
on the lookout for new 
players. 

The TJFA Division 5 
team, who are linked with 
the Foundation of Light, 
play on Sundays and train 
on Wednesday nights 
from 7:30 to 8:30pm.

A spokesperson said: 

“We need players in all 
positions. 

“Anyone who is looking 
for a team where you are 
guaranteed game time 
and will play with a great 
bunch of teammates can 
contact Andrew Finch by 
email at andrew.finch@
shildonafc.com.”

U14S REQUIRE PLAYERS

OLD SHILDON Club will 
play host to the annual 
awards presentation of 
the Shildon Pool League 
on Friday 9th February. 
Entry is free.

With the league now 
concluded, the league 
winners are the Institute, 
with the Locomotive as 
runners up. 

The Captain’s award 
goes to H Solway of the 
King William, the Pairs to 
J Ebdon and P Aldworth of 
the Institute and the Team 
KO to the Locomotive. 

The Singles winner 
was W Solway (King 
William) with R Turner 
(Locomotion) Runner Up.

The Pairs KO Winners 
were J Mortimer and B 
Maighan (Locomotion) 
with C Spry and S 
McDonnell (Locomotion) 
the Runners Up.

The best players in each 
team were: R Harbottle 
(Elm Rd B), I French 
(Elm Rd A), M Nixon 
(Old Shildon), C Spry 
(Locomotion), J Ebdon 
(Institute). 

Player of the Year was H 
Solway (King William).

The League AGM will 
take place at the Institute 
on Monday 19th February 
at 8pm.

Old and new teams are 
welcome.

POOL LEAGUE PRESENTATION


