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“Come along, the 
walking’s fine!

LOCAL RAMBLERS are 
being invited to walk the 
section of Brusselton 
Incline from St Helen’s to 
the Hummerbeck Bridge 
and on to Brusselton Bank 
foot - around 2.4 miles. 

Walkers should meet at 
10.30am on Sunday 4th 
February in Broom Mill 
Farm Shop off the A6072.    

Sturdy boots are 
essential and dogs are 
welcome.

John Raw of the 
Brusselton Incline Group, 
who has organised the 
walk said, “We will take 
cars to St Helen’s and 
walk down the track bed, 
which has recently been 
cleared, to the main road 
separating St Helen’s 

from West Auckland. 
“We will be able to 

see the West Auckland 
Railway Station House, 
the abutments on which 
George Stephenson 
placed his iron bridge 
across the Gaunless and 
walk over two hidden 
culverts.  We will make our 
way along the track bed 
back to Broom Farm and 
on to the Hummerbeck 
Bridge and Brusselton 
Bank foot.  

“Come along, the 
walking’s fine.”

WALK THE LINE 
AT BRUSSELTON 
INCLINE

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CANON DAVID Tomlinson 
appeared on BBC Look 
North last week as part 
of an appeal to help his 
19 year-old foster son, 
‘Stephen’, after he was 
refused permission to 
stay in the UK. 

The Home Office 

decided that the teenager 
should return to his home 
country of Vietnam after 
being trafficked into the 
country and forced to 
work as a cannabis farmer 
at just 10 years old. 

“I was like an animal, 
kept in a box,” Stephen told 
The Guardian newspaper. 
“I had nothing to do 
except sleep and look 

after the cannabis plants. 
I didn’t know anything 
about England. They told 
me the neighbours were 
bad people who would kill 
me if they saw me. They 
said the police would 
kill me if they found me. 
They threatened me with 
knives, and cut my arms 
and legs when I did things 
wrong. They said they 

would kill me if I tried to 
escape.”

Being forced to return 
to Vietnam is especially 
concerning for the teen, 
as Stephen hasn’t been 
to the country of his birth 
for nine years and has no 
family there. 

A petition has been put 

PETITION GAINS OVER 5,000 SIGNATURES
Canon David Tomlinson, Stephen’s Foster Father, appeared on BBC Look North to plead the teenager’s case. Photo: BBC

THE FORMER Shildon 
Health Centre, which 
closed its doors last year, 
is being placed up for 
auction next month, and 
Shildon Alive! are hoping 
to raise enough money to 
purchase the building for 
themselves.

The community facility 
originally hoped to rent 
the premises after feeling 
that they had outgrown 
their small unit on Church 
Street, but were told that 
this would not be possible 
as the NHS had plans to 
sell the building.  

Paula Nelson, 
Community Project 
Manager at Shildon Alive! 
commented, “I believe the 
building should be used 
for the community of 
Shildon and surrounding 
areas to run a credit union, 
food solidarity centre and 

social enterprise.
“[We have] no bank, no 

supermarket but the most 
amazing, kind hearted 
people, full of community 
spirit.”

Paula even has plans to 

KEEP SHILDON ALIVE FOR THE COMMUNITY

Article by Lexie Cleasby,    
Year 11.

ELECTRIC RISE RECLINERS
BY SHERBORNE & CELEBRITY WITH 5 YEARS WARRANTY

OVER 20 IN 
STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY- Manual recliners & settees to match -

www.hackettandbaines.co.uk 47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF • Tel: 01388 772671

Park right outside our showroom and shop at your leisure!
30-31 Bondgate, Darlington, DL3 7JJ • Tel: 01325 463303

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



You can read our 
sister papers online:

www.swd.news/chapter

www.swd.news/bishop

SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news

DISCLAIMER

The Shildon & District 
Town Crier cannot be
held responsible for 
advertisers offering
goods or services. 

As a general rule we would
advise anyone not to 
part with any money

until an order has been 
completed to your

full satisfaction. 
All information is correct,

to the best of our 
knowledge, at the time of

printing. 
The Shildon & District Town 

Crier accepts articles in
good faith and takes 
no responsibility for

errors and/or omissions.

Support your local 
community newspaper 

by mentioning the 
Shildon Town Crier 
when contacting 

advertisers.
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All about local people ...

Wanted

Birthdays

In Memoriam
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HELEN GOODMAN 
MP is holding her next 
Constituency Surgery 
at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre, 
Shildon, from 5pm on 
Friday 26th January. 

An appointment is 

not required, but any 
residents needing urgent 
help should contact 
Helen’s Constituency 
Office on 01388 603075 
or email Helen directly at 
goodmanh@parliament.
uk.

CONSTITUENCY SURGERY

8 Years

We love and miss you

Mary, Emma, Vic

Princess Chloe Clark

8 Years

Miss you so much

Sammie-Leigh
x

Princess Chloe Clark

23rd January

Five years you’ve been 
gone, we’ve missed you 
each day of every one

Love always,
Kev, Jo, Tilly, Albie

xxx

Margaret Wilson

Died 23.1.2013

Five years ago you passed 
away,

You’re missed by all with 
each passing day.

Husband David,
Helen & family

Margaret Wilson

Always remembered, 
never forgotten.

A loving Wife, Mother & 
Nana.

Happy 40th Ryan

Ryan Caygill

Lots of love always,
From Mam & Steve

x

21st January

40!

PERSON TO HOUSE SHARE
£70 per week all in. Must be 
working
Tel: 07398 308 557

In Memoriam

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Acknowledgement
 Memoriam   Birthday Memoriam

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 
Please note: All prices include VAT at standard rate.

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Amount x 0.42p, (includes VAT): ..........................
Photograph included? (£7.20) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Total (inc. photo): ..........................................
PLEASE NOTE: Cheques should be made payable to: Community Newspaper Support CIC

Contact Name: ...........................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact Number: ........................................................................

HELP STEPHEN STAY IN THE UK

in place by Shildon Town 
Councillor David Reynolds 
campaigning for Stephen 
to be allowed to remain in 
the UK. 

The petition received 
over 1,000 signatures 
on the first day alone, 
standing at over 5,200 at 
the time of going to print.

David Tomlinson 
referred to the situation 
as “heart-breaking” and 
some petition signers 
have commented “we 
have a moral duty to 
continue to provide 
him with security” and 
“He had built a life with 
a caring family and 
community... Where is the 
compassion?”

FROM PAGE 1

Need to contact The Crier  
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896  | E: crier@swd.news

Unit 10A Dabble Duck Industrial Estate, Shildon, 
DL4 2RA Tel: 01388 775557

10% OFF WITH THIS ADVERT UNTIL 1ST APRIL

We do Breakfast, 
Daily Specials, Hot 
Beef Sandwiches, 

Tues & Thurs 
Pensioners’ Specials

Open Mon-Fri
Eat in, take away & delivery
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raise as much towards 
to £100,000 target as 
she can, by undertaking 
a Couch to 5K challenge 
over the next 4 weeks 
along with her colleague 
Lucy Mann and with the 
support of Shildon PCP 

and Shildon parkrun.
To donate, visit 

crowdfunder.co.uk and 
search for Shildon Alive.

Anyone who would like 
to contribute ideas about 
fundraising, or if you 
would like to join Paula 
in her challenge, email 
shildonalive@gmail.com.

HELP SHILDON ALIVE! 
REACH 100K TARGET

Community Project Manager at Shildon Alive!, Paula Nelson, 
steps on the scales to mark the beginning of her Couch to 5K 
challenge.

FROM PAGE 1

beauty pageants to raise 
money for charities close 
to her heart, but also 
to enable her to keep 
competing.

Her event will take 
place at Jubilee Fields 
Community Centre on 
Sunday 28th January, 
between 1pm and 4pm.

The famous Police 
Interceptors will be 

making an appearance 
and there will also be 
raffles, a tombola, cake 
stalls, a bouncy castle 
and face painting, as well 
as Elsa and Anna mascots 
and a fancy dress 
competition (50p).

All funds raised on 
the day will be divided 
between the charity and 
Anya’s pageant journey.

POTENTIALLY 
SHILDON’S youngest 
fundraiser, Anya Howlader 
is set to host a Super 
Charity Fun Day in aid of 
Bullies Out, which aims to 
make a positive difference 
to the lives of children 
affected by bullying.

The 4 year-old, who 
attends St John’s Primary 
School, competes in 

SHILDON TOT TO HOST FUN DAY
Four year-old Anya Howlader will welcome the Police Interceptors to her Super Charity Fun Day.

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Petite Heat
Female Plumbing & 

Heating Services

Appliance Maintenance 
Servicing, Landlord Gas 

Safety Checks, Boiler 
Servicing & Repairs

Tel Nicola: 
01740 656331
07841 291779

petiteheat74@aol.com

Imprinted Concrete, 
Driveways & Patios

Full landscaping specialists
Fencing / Decking

Contact Ryan for a FREE 
no obligation quote

07402 716618

Dianne White’s 
Academy of Dance

The Studio, Cross Street, Shildon, DL4 1PF
Tel: 07795 202 707

NEW CLASS
Starting Wednesday

24TH JANUARY
6-7PM

LOSE INCHES OFF YOUR WAIST
POWERHOOP EXERCISE CLASS

Spaces Limited so booking essential - £5

07795 202 707
Ring for details on Exercise Classes 
(Shildon, Newton Aycliffe, Ferryhill)

Adult + Social Classes, Tea Dance & Social 
Evenings, Wedding Dances, Rock ‘n’ Roll & Salsa

TO WELCOME NEW STYLISTS
TO SAKS

BISHOP AUCKLAND

£20.00 
CUT & BLOW DRY

WITH ISAAC & GEORGIA

Tel: 01388 607282
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DURHAM COUNTY 
Council are advising 
motorists that several 
roads in Shildon will be 
forced to close from 
next week in order for 
carriageway resurfacing 
to take place.

Auckland Terrace will be 
closed to vehicular traffic 
between Monday 22nd 
and Friday 26th January, 
between 9am and 3pm.

Drivers will be unable 
to access Byerley Road 
from the junction with 
Main Street on Saturdays 
22nd January and 3rd 

February between 7am 
and 7pm.

The section of Auckland 
Terrace leading to Garbutt 
Street, and the section 
of West Road leading to 
Princes Street, will then 
be closed on Sundays 
23rd January and 4th 
February between 7am 
and 7pm.

Finally Adelaide Bank, 
between Elm Terrace 
and the junction to 
Coronation, will close 
between Monday 29th 
January and Friday 2nd 
February between 9am 

and 3pm. 
The closures will 

therefore effect bus 
services in the town. 
Service 1 will be unable 
to serve Church Street, 
Main Street, Auckland 
Terrace or Adelaide Bank 
between 9am and 3pm 
Monday to Friday, and will 
run non stop via Eldon 
between Shildon and 
Rosemount.

On Saturdays service 

X1 will be unable to serve 
West Road or Byerley 
Road, operating instead 
via Shildon bypass to 
Redworth Road.

Finally on Sundays, 
Service 1B will be unable 
to serve Byerley Road, 
Auckland Terrace, 
Adelaide Bank, South 
Church and St Andrew’s 
Road. It will operate non 
stop via Shildon Bypass 
and Watling Road.

ROAD CLOSURES FROM NEXT WEEK
Resurfacing works will mean various roads in the town will be closed over a two week period. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 
in Shildon will be holding 
a United Service this 
Sunday, 21st January, 
from 3pm at the Salvation 
Army on Cross Street.

The service is being 
held as part of a Week 
of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and all are invited to 
attend.

CHURCHES 
TOGETHER IN 
SHILDON

SHILDON AFC Social Club 
on Dean Street is hosting 
a Sports Quiz on Sunday 
28th January from 8pm.

Go along for an evening 
of fun and sports trivia. 

SOCIAL CLUB’S 
SPORTS QUIZ

THE NEXT meeting of 
Brusselton Incline Group 
will be taking place at the 
Whistle Stop Cafe in New 
Shildon on Saturday 27th 
January from 10.15am. 

“Everyone welcome,” 
said a spokesperson.

BRUSSELTON 
INCLINE GROUP 
MEETING

SHILDON AND District 
Flower Club’s next 
meeting is set to take 
place on Monday 5th 
February, from 7.30pm in 
Shildon Civic Hall.

Are demonstrator Nicola 
Davies-Murray from York 
will present an evening of 
flower arranging entitled 
‘Twigs and Twine’.

The session is free 
to members and £5 for 
visitors. All are welcome.

TWIGS AND 
TWINE AT THE 
FLOWER CLUB

The Council on 12/01/18 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic: (1) A 1.56 km 
length of B6282 from its junction with Byerley Court on Byerley Road and extending 
northwards across the junction of Main Street on Auckland Tce and Adelaide Bank to 
the junction with High Street, Coronation; and (2) a 110 mtr length of West Road that 
extends westwards from its junction with B6282 Auckland Tce/Main St, Shildon, by 
reason of carriageway resurfacing works to be undertaken.  The maximum duration of 
the temporary closure under the Order is 18 months and is required from 22 January 
2018 and for the duration of the works anticipated to be 2 weeks, phased as: Phase 
A: Auckland Tce extending northwards from West Rd to the properties known as 
Bridgeworth/Pleasant View: Mon 22/1-Fri 26/1/18 (9.00am-3.00pm per day); Phase 
B: Byerley Rd extending southwards from Main St to side Byerley Ct - two Saturdays 
(7.00am–7.00pm); Phase C: Auckland Tce/West Rd extending north and west from 
the junction with Main St to Garbutt St & Princes St: two Sundays (7.00am–7.00pm); 
Phase D: Adelaide Bank between Elm Tce and the junction to Coronation: Mon 
29/1-Fri 02/02/18 (9.00am–3.00pm per day). However, on rare occasions, alternative 
dates for closure may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly. Alternative 
route: from the northern side of the closure during Phases A & D (Mon-Fri) from 
B6282 either: (1) westerly via Rosemount Rd and continuing westerly along Dovecot 
Hill then south westerly on A688 and south easterly on A6072 to the junction with C35 
West Auckland Rd/West Rd, or (2) easterly on C34 to Eldon Crossroads then southerly 
on Eldon Bank and Cheapside to C35 Church St & Main St, leading to the southern side 
of the closure, and vice versa. Phase B (Saturdays) (3) from B6282, easterly on Main 
St, turning south easterly on Central Pde, south on St Johns Rd then south westerly on 
Middleton Rd to Byerley Rd to the southern side of the closure and vice versa.  Phase 
C (Sundays) is (2) or (3) above, or (4) via or from the western side of the closure from 
A6072 south easterly then turning north easterly onto B6282, then north westerly onto 
Byerley Rd to the eastern side of the closure and vice versa.

Dated: 20 January 2018

Helen Lynch
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(B6282 AUCKLAND TCE/ADELAIDE BANK/BYERLEY RD & WEST RD, 
SHILDON) (TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

THERE ARE still a few 
tickets left for the Peter 
Pan pantomime, for 
performances taking 
place on Saturday 20th 
January at 7.30pm and 
Sunday 21st January at 
2pm. 

Tickets are priced at 
£5.50 for adults and 
£3.50 for children. 

Ring 01388 774838 for 
more information on ticket 
availability.

PETER  PAN-TO 
TICKETS

THE SHILDON & Dene 
Valley Branch of the 
Labour Party are hosting 
an Irish Night at the Civic 
Hall on Saturday 10th 
March.

The event, which 
organisers say will 
feature ‘great music 
and great craic’, will see 

entertainment provided 
by ‘Irish Rock’ band Share 
the Darkness.

Tickets, priced at £10, 
include beef & Guinness 
pie with colcannon mash 
and a ‘baby Guinness’ 
shot, and are available 
from the Civic Hall by 
calling 01388 772902.

LABOUR PARTY HOST IRISH NIGHT 

SHILDON POLICE are 
urging car owners in the 
town to ‘lock it, don’t lose 
it.’

Sergeant Andy 
Boyd, from Shildon 
Neighbourhood Police 
Team said, “There have 
been a number of cars 
broken into where the 
cars have been unlocked 
in the Shildon area 

recently, making it much 
easier for thieves to 
operate.

“Can I ask that you 
get into the routine of 
checking that your car is 
locked before going to 
bed on a night. This may 
prevent you from being 
their next victim.

“Don’t make it easy for 
thieves.”

LOCK IT - DON’T LOSE IT

SEND US YOUR STORIES
If you have a story you would like us to cover, we would 

love to hear from you. We are especially interested in good
news, be it personal achievements, local fundraising, 

community service or any other positive stories. 
Call us on 01388 775896 or email crier@swd.news.

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TUESDAY SPECIAL
COD & CHIPS

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
TAKEAWAY ONLY
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IMAGE
DESIGNER WEDDING DRESS SALE

BRIDESMAID and SPECIAL OCCASIONS DRESSES
We have a fantastic collection of top designer dresses 

in our sale for a fraction of the RRP
“This is a sale not to be missed”
Good selection of sizes on sale

Friday 26th January 10-4pm 
Saturday 27th 10-4pm 
Sunday 28th 11-3pm 

No appointment necessary

Image Bridal
136 Newgate Street, 

Bishop Auckland,  DL14 6DY

Phone: 01388 664300
Website: imagedress.co.uk

Facebook: @Imagebride

Community bus hopes to recruit drivers

Shildon Community Bus is a Charity which runs 
two 16 seater buses, one of which is disability 
enabled, and all of our staff are volunteers. 
We are currently looking to recruit drivers. To 
qualify you need to be over 21 years-old with 3 
years driving on a full licence. Your licence must 
cover sections D1, or on newer licences B1 or B120 
(see on back of licence). 
We will train you up to the D.V.L.A. M.I.D.A.S 
standard and also on how to use the disability 
equipment. 
Our groups travel both in the local area and out 
to many other locations and have a wide cross 
section of ages. 
If you are interested in the first instance please 
contact our office and leave your name and 
contact number (between 09:30 to 12:00 Monday 
to Friday) or call in at the Methodist Church Hall at 
the top of Main Street at these times. The phone 
number is 01388 773666. We look forward to 
hearing from you

Shildon Community Bus

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL14 8JP.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.

Operations Unit (CDSOU) 
during their annual 
Christmas drink and drug 
drive campaign.

In total, 119 drivers were 
arrested for drink-driving 
and 60 were arrested 
for drug driving. This 
compares to 116 drink-
drivers and 57 people 

who tested positive for 
drugs during the same 
campaign last year.

A number of operations 
to stop check vehicles 
were carried out, both 
in the morning and the 
evening, where drivers 
were asked to provide a 
voluntary breath test.

POLICE HAVE revealed 
the results of a drink and 
drug drive crackdown 
across Cleveland and 
Durham.

More than 4,000 drivers 
were breath-tested 
throughout December 
by the Cleveland and 
Durham Specialist 

OVER 4,000 DRIVERS BREATH-TESTED
A number of operations to stop check vehicles were carried out throughout December.
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POLICE HAVE issued 
a fresh appeal in the 
hopes of tracing the 
woman pictured. Do you 
recognise her?

She is suspected of 

being responsible for 
theft in the Shildon area. 

If anyone has any 
information regarding 
who she is, or her 
whereabouts, they are 

urged to contact the 
Shildon Neighbourhood 
Police Team on 101 (Crime 
number CRI00085174 
refers), or send a private 
message to Shildon 

Police via Facebook. 
A spokesperson for the 

beat team said, “If it’s you, 
come in and have a chat 
with us before we come 
knocking!”

DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS WOMAN?
This woman, pictured in Costa Coffee, is suspected of theft in the Shildon area. 

DANCE THE night away 
with dance tracks from 
the 80s, 90s and 00s at 
Shildon Civic Hall next 
month at a Charity Danc-
a-thon.

The event, hosted by 
fitness coach Robert 
Proud, will take place 
on Friday 2nd February, 
between 6.30pm and 9pm 
in aid of the Butterwick 
Hospice.

As well as dancing, there 
will also be stalls, raffles 
and games. 

Tickets are £20 for 
adults and £10 for 
children.

Sign up online at www.
butterwick.org.uk/dance 
or purchase tickets from 
Rob Proud on 07932 
599826.

DANCE THE 
NIGHT AWAY 
AT THE CIVIC

SHILDON’S BUSIEST 
fundraising group, the 
Busy Bees, are looking for 
clothes, shoes, hats, belts 
and handbags, as well as 
unwanted Christmas gifts 
for upcoming raffles.

If you have anything you 
would like to donated, 
contact Marion on 01388 
774519 and she can 
arrange for items to be 
picked up.

Marion also 
commented, “Thank you 
for your support through 
the last year.

DONATE YOUR 
UNWANTED GIFTS

GREENFIELD ARTS are 
delighted to introduce 
their new programme of 
Masterclasses for the 
coming term.  

The first creative 

sessions will give 
participants the chance 
to learn wire weaving, 
an intricate craft which 
gives stunning results. 

The class will be led by 
talented jewellery maker 
and artist Kathleen 
Woodham. Why not 
make a special piece 
of jewellery for yourself 
or for a gift and enjoy 
learning a new creative 
skill in this friendly class.  

The session will be held 
from 1.30pm – 4pm on 
Thursday 25th January 
and costs just £15.

The programme will 
continue throughout 

the spring with further 
specialist classes, 
which include print 
making with talented 
artists Alan and Helen 
Holcroft, where you can 
again create your own 
reduction lino-cut print 
to take away.  

Greenfield Arts are 
also pleased to welcome 
back their digital 
photography class 
where you can learn 
more about your DSLR or 
bridge camera and put it 
to good use, creating a 
special A4 print of your 
favourite image.

The popular 

Watercolour Coffee 
Mornings with Sarah Hill 
will also re-commence in 
February with sessions 
being held on both the 
morning and afternoon. 

The first of these 
relaxed and informal 
classes will be held on 
Thursday 8th February. 
Contact Sarah direct 
to book your place via 
sjhill@sky.com.  

For all other sessions, 
and to see the full 
programme of activities, 
visit www.greenfield-
arts.co.uk or call 01325 
379048 for further 
information.  

MAKE FABULOUS JEWELLERY AT 
GREENFIELD ARTS MASTERCLASS

Make yourself some fantastic jewellery at Greenfield Arts masterclass sessions.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Mandy’s Kitchen
Furness Pit Industrial Estate, Shildon, 

DL4 1QB (Turn in opposite the Loco Pub)
Tel: 07912 611 262

Open Mon - Fri: 8am - 2pm

We cater for all events with lovely quality food 
and a lovely clean van. Every day we have a 

different special available, all home-made, as well 
as jacket potatoes and all your burger van usuals.
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 FEW CINEMAS in Britain 
can have such a close 
association with a town’s 
railway heritage as New 
Shildon’s Essoldo.

 Situated a matter of a 
few yards from the town’s 
Institute railway sidings, 
the cinema was to reside 
from 1915 in the former 
Mechanic’s Institute 
building, on the corner 
of Station Street and 
Cross Street, two of New 
Shildon’s earliest streets.

A Mechanic’s Institute 
was founded in New 
Shildon in 1833, with 
Timothy Hackworth as 
its first President, and 
was to relocate to its first 
purpose built premises 
in April 1860; opened by 
Henry Pease, to include 
reading rooms and over 
2,000 books.

During the Presidency 
of David (later Sir David) 
Dale, the Institute was 
to move again to a 
much grander new build 
premises on Redworth 
Road in 1913; vacating its 
Station Street premises 
which were to take on 
a new life as part the 
flourishing silent film 
industry.

 By the outbreak of the 
First World War picture 
houses were appearing 
in virtually every town, 
many housed in existing 
buildings and destined 
to become “flea pits”, 
because of their cramped 
facilities and small 
size. Like many small 
silent movie theatres in 
industrialised working 
class areas, the cinema 
was first known as the 
“People’s Theatre.”

Its New Shildon 
audience were initially 

to experience a diet of 
silent movies with organ 
or piano accompaniment, 
increasingly dominated 
by films produced in 
Hollywood. Followed 
in the 1930s with the 
introduction of “talkies”, 
once the cinema was 
able to afford conversion 
of its sound system and 
projection.

Whilst little is recorded 
in relation to those early 
days, it is known that 
the theatre had a small 
balcony with basic seating 
in both the balcony and 
stalls, and at some point 
would adopt the title of 
the “ Picture House”

Life would change for the 
tiny theatre in 1947, when 
it was taken over by the 
Newcastle based Essoldo 
Cinema Group. Essoldo 
very much wanted an 
outlet in  Shildon and 

had tried to acquire 
the Hippodrome, but 
Thompson Enterprises 
had refused to sell.

The Essoldo chain, 
which was to become 
a major UK player, was 
founded by the Newcastle 
based Solly Sheckman, 
with the Essoldo name 
being uniquely derived 
from Christian names of 
Sheckman’s family; his 
wife Esther (Es), his own 
name Solly (Sol) and his 
daughter Dorothy (Do).

Born in North Shields 
in 1893, and despite 
building an empire of 
196 cinemas nationwide, 
he was to remain faithful 
to Tyneside all his life. A 
major donor to charity, 
Sheckman was a man 
who shunned publicity.

The New Shildon 
premises were one of the 
smallest in his empire, 

seating only around 500, 
and received only limited 
upgrading in the 1940s 
and 1950s in line with the 
Essoldo brand, including 
the white rendering of the 
building, the metal canopy 
around its sides and the 
illuminated Essoldo sign 
on the Station Street 
frontage. 

However where the 
clientele were most 
able to benefit from 
the Essoldo ownership 
was by gaining access 
to all the major cinema 
releases of the day 
including “blockbusters” 
like Sink the Bismarck,The 
Ten Commandments, 
Cleopatra and South 
Pacific.

In management terms, 
for a long period the 
Essoldo was very much 
ran as a family affair, 
with Cresswell Watson, 
who also had a full time 
job at Shildon Works, 
as manager, while other 
family members sold 
tickets or refreshments, 

STALLS, SHUNTING & SMOKE!
THE  ESSOLDO  SHILDON  STORY

New Shildon’s Institute Sidings with the former Mechanic’s Institute building shown on the left. Photo: John Ryan collection.

or acted as usherettes or 
projectionists. 

It is said Cresswell 
would often look like a 
man who had done a 
hard shift at the wagon 
works at the start of a 
performance but would 
appear immaculate in a 
dinner suit by the interval. 
 What made the Essoldo 
really different was its 
proximity to the live 
railway lines, with the 
sound of shunting or 
passing steam trains 
pervading the auditorium 
whilst films were 
showing. If the stall doors 
were left open during 
shunting manoeuvres it 
was not unusual to smell 
that unique combination 
of steam, oil and smoke 
from the locomotives.

Neglected in its later 
years, the Essoldo was to 
finally close its doors in 
1969, with demolition in 
the late 1970s; nearly 120 
years after opening as the 
first purpose built Railway 
Institute in the world!

Glorious colour photograph of the famous 1975 Cavalcade, with the derelict Essoldo in the 
background.                                                                                                                        Photo credit: Trevor Ermel.
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THE SHILDON AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery’s 
latest draw took place at 
the Shildon AFC social 
club on Sunday 7th 
January.

There was no winner of 
the £450 jackpot prize 
with the six numbers 
drawn from the bag being: 
2, 3, 9, 16, 18 and 19. The 
consolation prize of £25 

was won by G Dawson.
This week, players 

should select six 
numbers from the 
remaining 18 to win a 
jackpot of £500. 

Tickets can be 
purchased from the 
ground on match days, 
Main Street News, One 
Stop Shop and various 
other outlets.

NO LOTTO WINNER

the Crazy Gang and now 
works as a community 
coach for Sunderland 
AFC.

The event will take 
place on Saturday 10th 
February from 7.30pm till 
late, when there will also 
be a bumper auction, 
raffle and tombola.

Tickets, costing £6, 
are available from Elm 

Road Club or from Sue on 
07443 042 862 or Andrew 
on 07717 204 325.

All proceeds from the 
event will be donated 
to Diabetes UK, the 
Prosthetic Limb Centre 
at James Cook Hospital 
and Shildon AFC - 
organisations which 
played a big part in 
John’s life.

FORMER 
PROFESSIONAL 
footballer at Wimbledon 
AFC, Carlton Fairweather, 
is to host a memorial 60s 
celebration night at Elm 
Road Club in memory of 
avid Shildon supporter, 
John Hay.

The football star is also 
a prominent member of 

CARLTON  FAIRWEATHER  TO 
HOST  CELEBRATION  NIGHT

Former Wimbledon AFC player Carlton Fairweather will host the memorial 60s celebration night 
at Elm Road WMC.

We Are Here

Safe • Clean • Dry
Flexible Terms • Drive up Units 
Fire, Flood & Intruder Alarms

CCTV • 7 Days Access

St Helen Auckland
Bishop Auckland 
DL14 9AD

Book Now: 01388 207 222

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

SHILDON AFC FIXTURES
Saturday 20th January

Away v Ashington

Wednesday 24th January
Away v Newcastle Benfield

Saturday 27th January
Home v Seaham Red Star

Wednesday 31st January
Home v Spennymoor Town

Durham Challenge Cup Quarter Final

Saturday 3rd February
Away v Newton Aycliffe

Wednesday 7th February
Home v Newcastle Benfield

SHILDON AFC Whites 
(U12), who play in Division 3 
of the Tees Junior Football 
Alliance (TJFA) were at 
home to Guisborough Town 
on Sunday 14th January. 
The Shildon side won 
2-1, with goals from Sam 

Hopper and Jack Leighton. 
Man-of-the-match was 
awarded to Karn Wood. 

Guisborough were 
unbeaten in Division 4 
last season and, until they 
faced the Whites, were 
also unbeaten so far this 
season in Division 3, so it 
was a great result for the 
Shildon lads.

GREAT RESULT FOR WHITES

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING


