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“We have 
ambitious plans 
for the museum 
and historic 
parts of the site”

SHILDON’S LOCOMOTION 
museum has started the 
New Year on the right 
track after officially 
welcoming the museum’s 
2,500,000th visitor.    

Sean Richards from 
Sedgefield, visited on 
Wednesday 3rd January 
with his daughters 
Anna and Alex and 
nephew Thomas. 

A regular visitor to 
the museum, Sean 
brought his family to 
Locomotion during the 
Christmas holidays 
to see Tim Peake’s 
spacecraft and Queen 

Alexandra’s luxurious 
Royal Saloon carriage. 

Sean and family were 
presented with an exciting 
goody bag by museum 
manager, Gary Campbell. 

Opened in September 
2004 and originally 
called Locomotion the 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon, the museum 
showcases important 
railway vehicles and items 

LOCOMOTION 
REACHES 2.5 
MILLION VISITOR 
MILESTONE

AFTER A short period of 
closure for refurbishment 
Shildon Library re-
opened its doors on 
the 2nd January. 

The library décor has been 

upgraded to include new 
carpeting and refreshed 
paintwork, and with 
some additional seating, 
internal layout changes 
and shelving upgrades.

Very much a local hub, 
with services accessible 
to all members of the 
community, the library 
will continue with its 
previous Monday to Friday 

opening hours (Wednesday 
excepted) and provision of 
a wide range of facilities 
for all ages, including its 
“Discover Digital” sessions 
on Thursday afternoons.

LIBRARY OPENS FOLLOWING REFURB
Internal view of the recently re-opened Shildon Library on Church Street.

A PROGRAMME aimed 
at addressing economic 
and social regeneration 
has secured funding from 
the European Regional 
Development Fund 
(ERDF) and European 
Social Fund (ESF) and 
is inviting interested 
parties to get in touch.

South Durham 
Community Led Local 
Development (CLLD) 
programme has received 
£1,624,375. The CLLD is 
led by a local action group 

and supported by Durham 
County Council, and is 
now inviting applications 
to come forward 
which aim to increase 
employment and skills 
and social enterprise.

Funding can be used 
for activity such as 
providing a community 
hub to support small to 
medium businesses to 
promote entrepreneurship, 
business support via 
coaching and mentoring 
or to help people improve 

their skills to progress and 
move into employment.

The project covers 
the following areas: 
Spennymoor, Coundon 
and Leeholme, Bishop 
Auckland, St Helen 
Auckland, West 
Auckland and Shildon.

To be eligible for funding, 
activity must target one of 
the CLLD priority themes:

• Sustainable 
communities;

• Enhancing 
economic inclusion;

• Stimulating 
entrepreneurialism;

• Enterprising spaces;
• Developing growth 

and enterprise;
Organisations who 

have a project they think 
might be eligible are 
encouraged to find out 
more by visiting www.
durham.gov.uk/clld or by 
contacting Peter Garrod 
(South CLLD co-ordinator) 
on SouthDurhamCLLD@
durham.gov.uk or on 
07384247365.

NEW FUNDS ON OFFER FOR SOCIAL REGENERATION

SALE NOW ON!
SHILDON & DARLINGTON

FULL STORY ON PAGE 3
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SEND US YOUR STORIES

If you have a story you 
would like us to cover, we 

would love to hear from you.
We are especially 
interested in good

news, be it personal 
achievements, local 

fundraising, community 
service or any other 

positive stories. Call us 
on 01388 775896 or 

email crier@swd.news
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Birthdays

Nee Hill
Formerly of Shildon

Passed away in a nursing 
home on 4.1.18 in Trenton 

Ontario, Canada, 
age 91 years.

R.I.P.
Only a thought away.

Freda Aikenhead

Reunited with her late 
Husband Bill, a dearly 
loved Mother to four 
Daughters; Carolyn, 

Yvonne, Pam & Sandra. 
Loved by her surviving 

Sister Norma and her late 
Brother Philip, and all her 

extended family here.

6th January
Suddenly but peacefully 
in hospital. Sydney (Syd) 

aged 77 years, of Shildon.

Will friends please meet 
for service at Wear Valley 
Crematorium, Coundon, 
on January 18th at 1pm. 

Family flowers only please. 
Donations in Syd’s memory 
to guide dogs for the blind 

will be collected at the 
crematorium.

Stephenson

Adored Husband of 
Peggy, loving Dad to 

Garry & Ian. A dear Father-
in-Law to Janet and Carol. 
A much-loved Granda of 
Carly, Christopher, Zoe 
& Daniel and a devoted 
Great Granda to Heidi.

Dearly loved Dad, Grandad, 
Great Grandad & Uncle

Harry Hodgson

Sadly missed and 
remembered every day.

Died 12th January 2017

In Memoriam

Happy 30th Birthday 
Samantha

Samantha Russell

Love, Mam, John, Brandon, 
Ava & Mason

9th January

30!

Acknowledgements

Would like to give a 
big thank you to all her 
family and friends for 

making her 70th Birthday 
weekend so special.

Doris Humble

Reward Offered

Reward offered for the 
return of a 

LOST MOBILE PHONE 
with brown leather cover, 

which was dropped in 
Burnie Gardens on Tuesday 

2nd January.
Contact the Crier on 

01388 775896.
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For Sale

Full set of second 
hand golf clubs 
and trolley bag. 
Ideal for anyone 
wanting to start 
playing without 
spending 
too much. 
£30 ono.  
07515 552825

THE SHILDON AFC 
Supporters’ Club 
lottery’s latest draw 
took place at the Shildon 
AFC social club on 
Sunday 7th January.

There was no winner of 
the £400 jackpot prize with 
the six numbers drawn 
from the bag being: 6, 
8, 10, 11, 15 and 20. The 

consolation prize of £25 
was won by N Smith.

This week, players 
should select six numbers 
from the remaining 19 to 
win a jackpot of £450. 

Tickets can be purchased 
from the ground on 
match days, Main Street 
News, One Stop Shop and 
various other outlets.

NO LOTTO WINNER

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 42p per 
word + £7.20 for an 
optional photograph.
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from the national collection. 
Funded by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund, Durham 
County Council and 
the European Regional 
Development Fund, 
Locomotion was built on 
a historically significant 
railway site close to the 
route of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway. 

In the first full year, 
140,000 people visited 
the new museum, 
considerably more than 
the 50,000 anticipated 
and the museum now 
receives around 200,000 
visitors each year. 

Permanent exhibits 
include the original Sans 
Pareil locomotive which 
took part in the Rainhill 
Trials in 1829, prototype 
Deltic and Advanced 
Passenger Trains and 
many other unique and 

FULL  STEAM  AHEAD  FOR  MUSEUM
Sean Richards from Sedgefield, visited on Wednesday 3 January with his family 
and was delighted to discover he was the museum’s 2,500,000th visitor.

historic railway artefacts. 
Since November, the 

museum has hosted 
astronaut Tim Peake’s 
spacecraft as part of a 
temporary exhibition from 
the Science Museum 
Group and Samsung, 
and this week is your last 
chance to see it, as the 
exhibition concludes this 
Sunday, 14th January.

The exhibition has been 
one of the museum’s most 
popular to date, with up 
to 2,400 visitors a day. 

Museum Manager, 
Gary Campbell, said: 

“Ever since Locomotion 
opened in 2004 the 
response from the public 
has been fantastic and 
the museum has become 
a really important part 
of the local community. I 
am delighted to welcome 
Sean and his family today 
as our 2,500,000th visitor 
at a very exciting time for 

Locomotion as we host a 
major national exhibition, 
adopt a new name and logo 
and become a full part of 
the Science Museum Group. 

“We have ambitious 
plans for the museum and 
the historic parts of the 
site and I look forward to 
seeing the public reaction 
to these developments 
in the coming months.” 

From 1st December 
2017 the National Railway 
Museum at Shildon was 
renamed Locomotion 
and became a full part 
of the world’s most 
prestigious family of 
science museums—the 
Science Museum Group. 

Although the Science 
Museum Group will now 
manage Locomotion, the 
strong partnership with 
Durham County Council 
will continue to be key to 
the future of the museum. 

To find out more about 
Locomotion visit the 
new website at www.
locomotion.org.uk. 

FROM PAGE 1

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

THE LATEST instalment 
from Shildon author, 
Mia Thomas provides 
a detailed account of 
Shildon’s birth and 
progression, from its 
origins to its expansion 
after the coming of 
the railway and on 
to the Great War.

The book is now available 
to purchase from the 
Town Crier office and is 
already being eagerly 
snapped up by readers.

It has a particular focus 
on Shildon soldiers and 
their families during the 
war and the author hopes 
that, after seeing images of 
Shildon men during WWI, 
a spark of curiosity about 
the reader’s own family 
history will catch fire.

Chapters covered in 
the heavily illustrated, 
430 page book include: 

“Early History”, “Religion”, 
“Education”, “Soldiers”, 
“Black Gold” and “Bands 
and Entertainment”.

Mia said: “There is 
nothing I like more 
than to open a door 
into someone’s world, 
especially soldiers.

“What I learned while 
putting this book together 
is that heroes come in 
all shapes and sizes 
and also from very 
humble backgrounds.

“They were rough men, 
plainly spoken, but were 
reliable and trustworthy 
and as you will discover, 
very brave. Shildon can 
be more than proud 
of its fighting men.”

The book, costing just 
£10, is also available to buy 
from Sweet Greetings, Co-
op New Shildon and most 
newsagents in the town.

SHILDON NOT FORGOTTEN IN 
NEW BOOK BY LOCAL AUTHOR

Shildon Not forgotten is the new book by local author, Mia 
Thomas.

SAINT JOHN’S Church 
will once again be hosting 
its popular Cafe Church 
this Sunday, when the 
theme will be all about 
sharing good news.

Doors open at 5.15pm 
and the programme will 
from 6pm to 6.45pm.

There will be tea, coffee 
and nibbles and all are 
welcome to attend.

GOOD NEWS AT CAFE CHURCH

HEALTH EXPRESS and Well 
Being For Life are helping 
residents in Shildon to 
shape up in the New Year.

A free Time to Tone 
fitness class is starting at 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre on Tuesday 23rd 
January for anyone looking 

to tone up, lose weight or 
improve their fitness.

Sessions take place 
from 9.30am - 10.30am.

For further information, 
or to book a space, call 
Lauren on 07525 815173 or 
contact her via Facebook 
- Lauren Copping Pcp.

TIME TO TONE FITNESS CLASS

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE
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£8.00 to £16.00 per hour for Bank 
Holidays

£8.50 to £8.70 for weekend work 
plus mileage allowance
FULL training provided

Contact: Debbie Brown on 01740 658872
Email: debbie.brown@suppor�ve.org.uk

or go to www.suppor�ve.org.uk/join-us for details.

Are you searching for a job?

Are you a caring person ready for a rewarding challenge?    
Do you want to make a difference to peoples lives?

Yes? Then it is YOU we are looking for!

Join us 
now!

We are currently recrui�ng Care Staff in various loca�ons to support 
individuals within their own homes.

All posts are subject to a DBS check.
Registered Charity no. 1095388 Limited by Guarantee no. 3962187

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

will be a three course meal 
and entertainment provided 
by Casual Sax - a female 
fronted six-piece band who 
offer an exciting blend of 
soul, rock, blues and funk.

Tickets cost £15 each, 

with all funds raised being 
in aid of the Mayor’s 
chosen charities for the 
year. Tickets are available 
now from the venue, or 
from Shildon Town Council 
on 01388 772902.

THE MAYOR of Shildon, 
Councillor Shirley Quinn, 
will be hosting a charity 
dinner next month.

The event takes place at 
Shildon Civic Hall on Friday 
9th February, when there 

MAYOR HOSTS CHARITY DINNER
Casual Sax will perform a blend of soul, rock, blues and funk.

THE SALVATION Army 
on Cross Street is 
holding a fun film on 
Saturday 20th January 
when they will screen 
the ever-popular  movie, 
The Sound of Music.

People are encouraged 
to join in the fun, relaxed 

atmosphere, have a good 
sing-along and - if willing 
- dress up in themed 
fancy dress. There will 
be a prize for the best/
most original costume.

The evening will get 
underway at 6pm and 
is free of charge.

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE AT 
THE SALVATION ARMY

Movie fans are encouraged to dress up to watch the Julie 
Andrews classic.

STUDENTS FROM 
Greenfield Community 
College have been 
rewarded for gaining 
maximum attendance 
during the autumn term.  

Students from both 
the Aycliffe site and the 
Sunnydale Campus were 
offered a day of special 
activities to recognise 
their commitment 
and achievement. 

The range of activities 
meant that they were spoilt 
for choice and quickly 
signed up for a fun day 
taking part in karaoke, DJ 
skills, watching films and 
even a nail bar experience 
plus sweets and popcorn!

One group from the 
Sunnydale Campus got 
very crafty and created 
some fabulous Christmas 
centre pieces, which they 

later donated to local 
care homes in Shildon. 
The grateful recipients 
were Holly Lodge, The 
Grange, Redworth 
House and Crisis and 
Recovery House. 

“The students not 
only enjoyed the day but 
also the opportunity to 
do something positive 
for the community,” 
said a spokesperson 
for the school.

“Over 100 students from 
the Aycliffe site alone 
were able to take part 
and try new interests.  
Overall attendance has 
also been very positive as 
the school aim to achieve 
the very best for students 
as they encourage 
families and students to 
support and recognise 
that every day counts.”  

GREENFIELD STUDENTS REWARDED

SEND US YOUR STORIES
If you have a story you would like us to cover, we would 

love to hear from you. We are especially interested in good
news, be it personal achievements, local fundraising, 

community service or any other positive stories. 
Call us on 01388 775896 or email crier@swd.news.

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280
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THE OPENING of Shildon’s 
Hippodrome Theatre on 
20th September 1910 
represented the final act 
in the Italian impresario, 
Signor Rino Pepi’s venture 
to open up a chain of 
variety theatres across 
the north of England.

Rino Pepi, the son of a 
wealthy Italian merchant, 
had chosen to pursue a 
career on the stage, rather 
than follow his father into 
the world of commerce.

By his early 20s he 
had achieved fame 
across Europe as one 
of the greatest “quick 
change” artistes of his 
day; feted by the rich and 
famous, he was even 
gifted a diamond scarf-
pin by Queen Victoria.

Marrying the Countess 
De Rossetti, he toured 
Britain in the first decade 
of the 20th century. 
Pepi was to abandon 
his performing career in 
1907 in favour of theatre 
ownership and promotion, 
with the purchase of his 
first theatre in Barrow 
the same year, to be 
followed by theatres in 
Blackpool and Carlisle. 

Pepi was then to move 
his focus to north-
east England, opening 
the New Hippodrome 
and Palace Theatre of 
Varieties in Darlington 
(recently refurbished 
and re-opened under 
its original Hippodrome 
name in 2017). The Bishop 
Auckland Hippodrome was 
his next venture in 1909, to 
be followed by the Shildon 
Hippodrome in 1910.

Working closely with his 
builder and his theatrical 
advisor, Pepi was to 
construct his Shildon 
theatre on Byerley Road, 
close to its junction 
with Main Street; ideally 

situated between the 
Old and New towns 
with the Grey Horse, 
Shildon’s oldest inn, its 
nearest neighbour.

Designed from the outset 
as a working class variety 
theatre, the building had 
a less elaborate frontage 
than other Pepi theatres. 
That said, it boasted full 
stage facilities with a wide 
stage, some 35 ft deep, 
seven dressing rooms 
and a split level balcony 
with boxes. It also had the 
ability from the outset to 
show silent films as part 
of the variety routine. Its 
original seating capacity of 
1,400 reflected both Pepi’s 
bold vision and confidence 
in the town’s economy, 
built on the success of 
the local coalfield and the 
Shildon Works. But even as 
Pepi’s empire was growing, 
its foundations were being 
undermined. For once the 
former quick change artist 
had got his timing wrong. 
Variety and music hall 
had to a large extent had 
their hey day; early cinema 
was on the rise and 
would dominate popular 
entertainment for many 
years to come. Pepi sold 
off on the Middlesbrough 
Hippodrome after 
only 8 months, and his 
controlling interest in 
Shildon only lasted a 
year. Bishop Auckland 
Hippodrome was declared 
bankrupt in 1911; and by 
the First World War broke 
out, he only had interests 
in Darlington and Barrow.

Operated by smaller 
local companies, 
including Picton Pictures, 
Shildon continued to 
perform stage shows, 
silent films and cine-
variety up to 1928, 
when it was taken over 
by the General Theatre 

Corporation as part of 
the Gaumont Theatre 
chain. The Hippodrome 
was then leased out to 
the Middlesbrough based 
Thompson Enterprises in 
June 1929 and became 
a full time cinema, apart 
from instances when 
the local theatre groups 
staged plays and musicals.

The Thompson 
operation, which was to 
control the Hippodrome 
until 1961, was built on 
the phenomenal appeal 
of cinema between the 
two World Wars; and 
Thompson’s were to 
convert the Hippodrome 
to cinema scope in 1955.

 With its impressive wide 
cinema scope screen, the 
Hippodrome was finally to 
achieve that “big cinema 
feel” and the first film 
shot in the new medium, 
The Robe, was shown 
in the town that year.

 Managed for a period 
by Mr Varley, whose 
wife was an art teacher 
at Timothy Hackworth 
school, memories of 
the Hippodrome during 
the period of its cinema 
heyday include its small 
ticket office in the foyer, 
with posters and pictures 
of film stars in the lobby, 
the sweet and ice-cream 
kiosk, the children’s club 
and Saturday matinees 
featuring comedy classics 
such as Laurel and Hardy, 
Looney Tunes and the 
inevitable cowboy series, 
with each episode ending 
on a cliff hanging moment

The old girl was again to 
witness a change of use 
in the early 1960s with the 
closure of the cinema and 
conversion to a bingo hall, 
with the Shildon Operatic 
Society performing 
their last production 
The Desert Song. 

Whilst closure of the 
cinema was met with 
an element of local 
resistance, including a 
“ban the bingo” campaign, 
the popularity of bingo 
was sweeping all before it.

Many may also 
remember the jovial 
Scotsman Mr Mcquire, 
who ran the bingo under 
his “Thistle Bingo” banner.

The Hippodrome was to 
finally close its doors as 
an entertainment venue 
for the last time in 1992, 
with the auditorium being 
emptied of fixtures and 
fittings in August of that 
year. The building was 
put up for sale; standing 
empty and increasingly 
derelict the Hippodrome 
was damaged by fire 
and demolished in 1994 
for future housing.

As to the founder, Signor 
Rino Pepi died of cancer 
on the 17th November 
1927 aged 55. During 

THE HIPPODROME - SHILDON’S ITALIAN JOB!
Left: The Hippodrome before its demolition. Right: The theatre in its heydey. Photos: Bondgate Gallery

Signor Rino Pepi. The 
mastermind behind 

Shildon’s Hippodrome.

its reign as one of the 
dominant features of 
the town, his Shildon 
inspired Hippodrome 
had witnessed many 
changes in entertainment 
trends, from music hall, 
through variety, silent 
films, talkies and bingo.
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JUBILEE FIELDS 
Community Centre is 
holding two courses in 
the next few weeks.

The first is Level 2 First 
Aid in the Workplace, 
which will take place on 
Wednesday 31st January, 
while Level 2 Food 
Safety is to be held on 
Wednesday 7th February. 

Both courses will run 

from 8.45am until 4.30pm 
at a cost of £17.50 per 
learner, however if you 
are on a means tested 
benefit then there 
will be no charge. 

For further information 
or to book your place, 
call the centre on 01388 
775425 or contact them 
via email: jubileefields@
btconnect.com.

FIRST AID & FOOD SAFETY COURSES

said: “In our county we 
benefit from many schools 
with superb facilities and 
dedicated staff, and we 
hope that through our 
admissions arrangements 
parents can express their 
preferences and see their 
children enjoy a happy and 
successful education.

“We know that the 
decision of where to send 
your child is a major one, 
and can be difficult, but 
we would urge parents 
to make sure they apply 
by the deadline. 

“A late application 
greatly reduces your 
chances of getting into 
your preferred school.”

Applications can be 
made online, at www.

durham.gov.uk/school 
admissions, or by post.

Application forms can 
also be requested by 
phoning 03000 265896 
or by writing to the school 
places and admissions 
team at Durham County 
Council, County Hall, 
Durham, DH1 5UJ.

If posting, the forms 
should be sent back using 
signed for or special 
delivery services. 

Offers of places will 
be made to parents 
on 15th April 2018.

If you apply online you 
will receive an offer email. 
If you apply by post you 
will receive an offer letter. 
These should arrive by no 
later than 16th April 2018.

PARENTS IN Shildon & 
the surrounding area are 
being reminded they are 
running out of time to 
apply for primary school 
places for their children.

The deadline for 
applications for the next 
academic year, which 
starts in September 
2018, is Monday 15th 
January 2018.

In order for a child 
to be eligible to start 
school in September 
2018, the child’s birthday 
must fall between 1st 
September 2013 and 
31st August 2014. 

Cllr Olwyn Gunn, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for children and 
young people’s services, 

DEADLINE LOOMS FOR 
PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES 

“A short walk is a great 
way to help kick start 
your new year fitness 
resolutions. Our walks are 
open to anyone, no matter 
how fit you currently are, 
and our specially trained 
volunteers will be on 
hand to give you a warm 
welcome. Plus you don’t 
need any fancy kit or 
specialist equipment.

“Who knows, what 
starts out as a one-off 
walk could lead to life-
long friendships and a 
serious walking habit.”

Walk Durham offers 
free, short group walks 
throughout the year 
as part of Walking for 

Health, England’s largest 
network of health walk 
schemes, delivered in 
partnership with Ramblers 
and Macmillan Cancer 
Support. The walks are 
perfect for those new to 
walking, and those who 
want to meet new people 
while keeping active.

A walk takes place 
from Shildon Library 
every Monday, from 
10.30am - 11.30am, 
however there are also 
dozens more taking place 
across the county.

For more information 
and the full programme of 
walks visit www.durham.
gov.uk/walkdurham.

PEOPLE ARE being 
encouraged to get outside 
and make the most of the 
wonderful winter scenery 
this new year as part of a 
free walking programme 
across County Durham.

Walk Durham is inviting 
people across the county 
to join them for a seasonal 
stroll this January.

Stephen Clough, scheme 
coordinator of Walk 
Durham, said: “Winter is 
a wonderful time to get 
outdoors and enjoy your 
surroundings in the fresh 
air and Walk Durham 
offers an easy way to head 
out for a winter wander 
with friends and family.

GET OUTDOORS THIS WINTER
Walk Durham is inviting people to join them for led walks this January.

THERE ARE still a few 
tickets left for the Peter 
Pan pantomime, for 
performances taking place 
on Saturday 20th January 
at 7.30pm and Sunday 
21st January at 2pm. 

Tickets are priced at 
£5.50 for adults and 

£3.50 for children. 
A spokesperson said, 

“This is a traditional family 
pantomime full of music 
and laughter. Something 
for everyone to enjoy.”  

Ring 01388 774838 
for more information 
on ticket availability.

PETER  PAN  PANTO

Foul language at the football ground
Could I please use your paper to speak about 
Shildon Football Club. 
I have recently moved and went to see the town 
football over Christmas and last Saturday. I enjoyed 
the football but what I didn’t enjoy hearing was 
the foul language from some of the Shildon team. 
There seems to be a good number of young people 
come to see these games and no-one should have 
to put up with bad language.
I hope the football club will sort this problem out.

Trevor Harris, Shildon

Letters to the Editor...
Email: crier@swd.news stating ‘Letter’ in the subject line.
Write to: Letters, Shildon & District Town Crier, 3-4 First 
Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council, Shildon DL14 8JP.
All letters (including emails) must include the writer’s name, 
address, postal code and contact number and may be edited.

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689
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BISHOP AUCKLAND 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership Board meeting 
will be held on Thursday 
25th January, between 6pm 
and 8pm at Bishop Auckland 
Football Club, Heritage Park.

If you have any 
neighbourhood issues 

that you would like to be 
raised at the meeting, 
contact one of the team by 
Thursday 18th January.

Call a member of the 
team on 03000 268 
663 or by emailing 
bishopshildonaap@
durham.gov.uk.

AAP BOARD MEETING

Be the reason…
they laugh#BeTheReason

 durham.gov.uk/fostering 03000 269 400  DurhamFosterAdopt

Foster with us

42477 CYPS Fostering advert 187x140mm.indd   1 20/12/2017   15:12

January, who took along 
a wide variety of animals 
to show the residents.

Brave residents were 

keen to handle the 
animals, which included 
a rat, snake, a very cute 
rabbit and many more. 

HOLLY LODGE Care Home 
on Maddison Street 
enjoyed a return visit from 
the Zoo Lab on Monday 8th 

ZOO LAB VISITS HOLLY LODGE
Residents were delighted to meet the animals, including this very cute rabbit.

DO YOU fancy yourself 
as a Holmes, a Marple or 
a Poirot? Then go along 
to Shildon Methodist 
Community Hall on Friday 
9th February at 7pm 
and test your skill at a 
Murder Mystery Night. 

Tickets are £8 

and include a three 
course meal. 

A spokesperson said, “All 
are welcome, come and 
feed the body and exercise 
the little grey cells.” 

For more information 
and tickets call 01388 
773171 or 01388 775366.

MURDER AT THE METHODIST

THIEVES HAVE stolen 
eight car batteries from 
a driveway in Shildon.

The batteries were taken 
from the outside of an 
address in Sunnydale, 
between 11am and 1pm 
on Tuesday, January 2nd.

PC Katharine 

Wright, from Durham 
Constabulary, said: “We are 
encouraging anyone who 
saw any suspicious activity 
or has any information 
to get in contact with us 
by calling 101 quoting 
reference number 215 
of January 2nd.”

THIEVES STEAL CAR BATTERIES
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SHILDON AFC Over 40s 
started the new year off 
with a heavy 6-0 defeat 
to mid-table Sunderland 
Wearmouth FC. 

The side were 
hampered before they 
even set off, with only 
12 players available, two 
of whom were carrying 
long term injuries. 

Shildon were outplayed 
for most of the game 
and went in at half 
time two down. 

The visitors looked 
rusty and lacking ideas, 

SHILDON AFC Whites 
(U12), who play in in 
Division 3 of the Tees 
Junior Football Alliance 
(TJFA) were celebrating 
their progress in the 
Challenge Cup on Sunday 
7th January when they 
netted sixteen times 
against their lower league 
opponents, Kader FC 
Athletic of Division 8.

With the side’s Scouts 
Field home waterlogged, 
the game took place at 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre, 
but the change of venue 
did nothing to stem the 
avalanche of goals as 
Jack Leighton (4), Jack 
Milner (4), Karn Wood 
(3), Xander Caygill (3), 
Johnny Johnson and Sam 
Hopper all registered 
on the scoresheet. 

and once the floodgates 
opened in the second half, 
the final whistle couldn’t 
come soon enough.

Anyone interested in 
joining the squad for the 
second half of the season 
can pop down to the Rec 
during home games or to 
the Shildon AFC club house 
on a Saturday afternoon, 
where someone will be 
available to take details.

The side’s next game 
will be against Trimdon 
Vets at Hackworth Park. 
10.30am kick off.

Bircham and Bradshaw 
scored two consolation 
goals for the visitors.

Jack Leighton was 
awarded man of the 
match in an impressive 
all round performance.

The side will now face a 
trip to Division 5 leaders, 
Billingham United Hornets 
in the second round of the 
tournament, scheduled 
for Sunday 4th February.

Meanwhile, squad 
coach, Claire Scott 
is appealing to local 
businesses and 
individuals to help 
sponsor their training kit. 

Anyone interested in 
helping can contact 
Claire on 07903 
278775 or by email 
at clairescott_1985@
hotmail.com.

OVER 40S SLUMP TO 
NEW YEAR DEFEAT 

WHITES PROGRESS IN CUP 
WITH AVALANCHE OF GOALS 

continued to display a 
fighting spirit and once 
again reduced the deficit 
to one goal early in 
the second half before 
Burnicle promptly restored 
the two goal lead, sliding 
the ball under Greg Purvis 
in the Team North goal.

The game continued to 
see-saw and Team North 
were back in it with their 
third of the afternoon 
on the hour mark.  

Shildon finally put the 
game to bed ten minutes 
before the end when 
Burnicle claimed the 
match ball with a snapshot 
from the corner of the 
penalty area which caught 
out Purvis, who could only 
help it in at his near post.

The game was already 
beyond the reach of the 
visitors when Ellison 
received his marching 
orders in what looked 
a harsh decision after 
a fifty-fifty challenge.

Shildon move back into 
third spot in the division, 
three points ahead of 
North Shields and Consett 
and a point behind Marske 
United in second. 

However, Marske have 
played five games less, 
with postponements 
and participation in the 
FA Vase hitting their 
league schedule. 

Runaway leaders, 
Morpeth Town remain 

well ahead of the chasing 
pack, 16 points clear of 
Shildon having played the 
same number of games.

Meanwhile, Shildon 
Academy player, Cieran 
Jackson’s form has 
been rewarded with a 
call up to the England 
Schoolboy Under 18 
Squad after taking part 
in a final trial at Lilleshall 
National Sport Centre.

The Under 18 Boys will 
be playing in the Centenary 
Shield this season with 
two home match and 
two away matches. 

The home games will 
be against the Republic 
of Ireland on Friday 16th 
March at Luton Town FC 
and against Scotland 
on Friday 23rd March 
at York City FC. There 
will be away matches 
played against Wales on 
29th March in Cardiff 
and against Northern 
Ireland on 6th April.

SHILDON AFC kept 
up their winning start 
to the new year with a 
thrilling 5-3 win in the 
Northern League against 
Team Northumbria 
at Dean Street.

 A straight red card in the 
final minute for defender 
Marc Ellison was not 
enough to take the gloss 
off a performance in which 
Adam Burnicle scored a 
hat-trick to move within 
one goal of Billy Greulich-
Smith at the top of the 
club’s scoring charts. 

The Railwaymen 
opened the scoring in 
the thirteenth minute 
when Jamie Harwood 
continued his goal-scoring 
form after notching the 
winner in the midweek 
Durham Challenge Cup 
win at Gateshead. 

The side quickly doubled 
the lead when Burnicle 
scored his first of the 
day a minute later.

The visitors, comprised 
of students from 
Northumbria University, 
halved the deficit on the 
half hour, but player-
manager, Daniel Moore 
restored the two-goal 
cushion five minutes 
before the break, latching 
on to a Harwood knock 
down before sweeping 
the ball home from the 
edge of the penalty area.

But the students 

SHILDON KEEP UP WINNING 
START IN EIGHT-GOAL THRILLER

Adam Burnicle celebrates his hat trick as Shildon put five past Team Northumbria. Photo: Tom Clegg.

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826 527952
01388 720009

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

EX-PROFESSIONAL AND 
Shildon star, Paul Connor, 
who has played for several 
top flight clubs including 
Swansea City, Stoke City, 

Middlesbrough, Rochdale 
and Leyton Orient, will be 
returning to Dean Street 
on Friday 12th January.

Paul, who is now a coach 
at West Auckland, working 
alongside former Shildon 
manager, Gary Forrest 
and assistant Stuart 
Niven, will be the guest of 
honour at a talk-in, from 
7.30pm at the football 
ground social club.

Entry to the talk-in is 
free and the bar will be 
open for refreshments.

Paul will be talking about 
his professional career.

EX-SHILDON STAR 
RETURNS FOR TALK-IN


