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facebook.com/
shildontowncrierThe Furnace Pit Com-

munity Garden saw a 
busy week last week with 
several events engaging all 
ages in both gardening and 
learning. 
On Thursday, a family 

Councillor  presents  funds  for  
Shildon  Alive  electric  vehicle

garden session was well 
attended with children 
designing and making their 
own miniature gardens 
alongside watering, 
weeding, and eating 
together. 

A number of families stayed 
back to meet County Coun-
cillor, Henry Nicholson as 
he arrived to look at the 
garden and also present 
a contribution from his 
neighbourhood budget 
towards the purchase of 
the Shildon Alive van. 
The van is a fully electric 
vehicle and is currently 
being used to support the 
gardening across the town 
alongside collecting food 
waste from Tesco and Mor-
risons. 
It was funded by The 
Scotto Trust, Councillor Ni-
cholson and former Coun-
cillor Trish Pemberton. 
“I am delighted”, said Cllr 
Nicholson, “to be able to 
support Shildon Alive in 
all they do to make a dif-
ference to this community 
that I love.” 
Rev’d David Tomlinson 
thanked Henry on behalf 
of the project. 
Then, on Saturday, a com-
munity BBQ was enjoyed 
by many at the garden, 
burgers quaffed, and con-
versation enjoyed. 
Mr Craig Dowd was chief 
chef for the event which 
once more enjoyed a 
great, all age turn out.

Shildon County Councillor, Henry Nicholson presents a cheque for £10,000 from his 
Neighbourhood Budget to Paula Nelson of Shildon Alive! A Saint John’s Church Project.

BIG SIZE MENSWEAR
2XL to 8XL

Everything for the larger man

47-49 Main Street, Shildon, DL4 1AF
Tel: 01388 772671  web: www.hackettandbaines.co.uk

SPECIAL PURCHASE
4’ 6” Double Divan

With Two Drawers
FREE Headboard

FREE Delivery

£399
Now

£299
Limited offer

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 

factory and saveFREE

HUMBLES GARAGE
01388 778070  |  07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

WE ARE NOW CLOSED ON SATURDAYS

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

St Thomas’ RC Church on 
Byerley Road is to host 
Durham Constabulary Male 
Voice Choir on Wednesday 
6th September, at 7pm.  
Everyone is welcome 
and payment of £5 can 
be made on the door 
(includes light refresh-
ments). 
Proceeds from the event 
are to be shared between 
parish funds and Teesdale 
& Weardale Search & 
Rescue. 
A representative from the 
church commented, “St 
Thomas’ has played host 
to the choir previously 
and it proved popular. 
We are hoping to raise 
as much as we can whilst 
ensuring everyone has a 

very pleasant evening.”
The church is also soon to 
get a new Priest.
Father Michael Whalen is 
moving to pastures new 
in Prudhoe, and his last 
Mass will take place this 
Saturday, 26th August, at 
4pm.
New Priest Father Anthony 
Cornforth will arrive on 
28th August, with his first 
Mass being held on Sat 2nd 
September.  
Father Cornforth arrives 
from his former parish 
in Washington, Tyne & 
Wear. “We very much look 
forward to working along-
side our new Priest and 
hope he will be very happy 
in Co Durham,” continued 
the spokesperson.

Male  voice  choir  to  
sing  in  Shildon
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Birthday Memories Birthday Memories

Classifieds
All about local people...

‘Picture  Perfect’  at  Greenfield Arts

Hungry  Holidays  scheme  
rounded  off  with  fun  day

Jubilee Fields Commu-
nity Centre rounded off 
four weeks of holiday 
activities and healthy 
eating with a fun day last 
week.
Funded by the Big Lottery 
Fund, livin, Northumbria 

Local officers show staff member Barbara Fuller around a police bike during the fun day 
at Jubilee Fields Community Centre.

University and the North 
East Child Poverty Trust, 
the Hungry Holidays 
project saw the town’s 
youngsters enjoy four 
days of fun activities per 
week, including trips out 
and a visit from a Bishop 

Auckland College chef, 
who cooked up some 
healthy treats.
Project leader, Charlie 
Haines, said the scheme 
had been a huge success 
and would hopefully take 
place again in 2018.

Sheila Thompson
(Ellwood)
24.8.53

Thinking of our dear Sheila 
on her Birthday

Forever loved and always 
missed,

From all your loving family
xxx

Today is your Birthday
In Heaven above,

Our blessing we send
On the wings of a dove.

Not just for today
But everyday hereof,

We think of you always
With all our love.

Sheila Thompson

Forever loved and always 
missed

Love, Steve

24.8.53

Eric Rewcastle
“The Cat”

25th August - 60th Birthday
Today should have been so 

different.
Just know we are thinking 

of you. Missing you... loving 
you... celebrating you.

Love, 
All your family

xxx

Happy 60th Birthday in 
Heaven our dear Brother

Missing
Battered Tortoise Went missing 
Thursday afternoon (17th) from 
Wylam Close, opposite Soho 
Street. Could be anywhere in that 
area. Reward if found.
Tel: 01388 775064.

Services

RM Fencing & Garden Services 
All outdoor work undertaken. 
Tel Rob on: 07534 365 680

MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Hair Design Mobile hairdresser 
Over 25 years’ experience. OAP 
reduced rates. Call  Lynn on 
079042 19997.

Services

Holiday activities have again 
been a great success at 
Greenfield Arts this summer.
The holiday season also 
brought something new 
for adults with a range of 
creative workshops led by 
talented artists.
The sessions on offer have 
included new activities such 
as glass fusing and one stroke 
painting and the return of 
the popular watercolour 
coffee morning, led by artist 
Sarah Hill.
“Why not join Elaine Vizor 
for our final summer holiday 
session and improve your 
camera skills?” asked a 
spokesperson. Elaine will 
be leading a digital photog-
raphy session on Wednesday 
30th August from 1.30pm 
– 3.30pm to see how per-
spective can help you get 
‘picture perfect’ results. 
The workshop is  £10 per 

person, (don’t forget your 
camera!)
The Autumn Community 
Learning Programme is now 
available for bookings. It is 
full to the brim with creative 
opportunities for those 
looking to stay entertained 
in the dreary winter months 
or develop their profes-
sional skills. This term also 
sees the arrival of Thursday 
Masterclasses, where Green-
field Arts will be host to a 
different specialist arts mas-
terclass twice a month on 
a Thursday. Not forgetting 
the return of regular adult 
courses, including: Spanish, 
Yoga, Floral Art and many 
more.
You can now book all ac-
tivities online at www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk where 
you can also find more in-
formation the new Autumn 
Programme.

The adult sessions at Greenfield Arts have proved very popular.
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Hackworth’s locomotive for Russia, built at the Soho Works, New Shildon. 

Depiction of the first Russian railway between St Petersburg and Tsarskoye Selo, 
opened in 1837.

To  Russia  with  steam!
This year celebrates the 
180th anniversary of New 
Shildon’s role in introduc-
ing steam locomotion to 
the Russian Empire.
News of the emerging de-
velopment of the railway 
network in Britain had 
soon spread to continental 
Europe, and in Russia the 
“age of the railways” was 
to begin as a royal initia-
tive, with Tsar Nicholas 1st
building the first line.
Employing thousands 
of peasant labourers in 
construction, the line ran 
some 28 miles from St 
Petersburg to Tsarskoye 
Selo, the location of his 
Imperial Summer Palace.
Some eleven years on 
from the opening of the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway, Timothy Hack-
worth’s reputation as an 
engineer had spread far 
and wide, and he received 
a commission from the 
Tsar’s agents to construct 
a passenger locomotive, 
“fit for an Emperor” and 
capable of handling the 
extremities of the Russian 
climate.
The innovative design, 
utilising a pair of 5 ft 
diameter driving wheels, 
with 3ft-6in diameter 
leading and trailing 
wheels, was manufac-
tured in the summer of 
1836 at the Soho Works, 
New Shildon. 
Hackworth’s private 
venture nestled between 
the Black Boy Branch and 
Surtees Railway as they 
merged with the main 

S&DR line. 
The responsibility for 
the introduction of the 
locomotive to Russia fell 
upon the young shoulders 
of Timothy Hackworth’s 
son John, at the time only 
sixteen and working as an 
apprentice at his father’s 
works. 
John was also to carry 
the invoice with him for 
£1,884, chargeable to the 
Emperor!
An extract from the 
Durham Advertiser, of 
the 17th September 1839, 
announced that: “On 
Thursday the 15th Sep-
tember a large powerful 
engine, built by Timothy 
Hackworth of New Shildon 
for the Emperor of Russia, 
was loaded onto the good 
ship Barbara at Middles-
brough. The engine is con-
structed on an improved 
principal and finished in 
the best manner. She has 
been tried at the premises 
and propelled at 72 mph.”
With the dismantled 
engine packed in three 
huge crates, John, 
travelling with George 
Thompson, a foreman 
at the works and a few 
trusted men, set off for St 
Petersburg!
However, owing to frozen 
sea conditions, the 
Barbara was forced to 
berth at a lower Baltic 
port, with our intrepid 
travellers having to cover 
the last 500 miles of their 
journey by sled, “buffeted 
by blizzards and harried 
by wolves.”

Whilst assembling the 
engine in St Petersburg a 
cylinder cracked.
Not to be defeated George 
Thompson travelled some 
600 miles to the Moscow 
Armoury to oversee the 
casting of a replacement.
After assembly and trials, 
it fell to John to deliver 
to Tsarskoye Selo, where 

Tsar Nicholas 1st, “Emperor of all the Russians”. 

Tsar Nicholas, his family, 
politicians and generals 
awaited its arrival. 
On arrival a score of 
Orthodox priests descend-
ed on the engine carrying 
crosses, candles, censers 
and holy water, to perform
a blessing.
It is reported the Russians 
were delighted with their 

equivalent of Locomotion 
No1; so much so they only 
used it on Sundays and 
holy days, with horses 
pulling the weekly trains. 
John himself was 
summoned to court to 
receive Tsar Nicholas’s 
congratulations, for safely 
delivering his new mode of 
transport.

This  week  in  History

Captain Matthew Webb 
became the first person 
to swim the English 
Channel.

24 August 1875

The Honourable Artil-
lery Company, the oldest 
surviving regiment in the 
British Army, and the 
second most senior, is 
formed.

25 August 1537

World War I: The German 
colony of Togoland sur-
renders to French and 
British forces after a 
20-day campaign.

26 August 1914

King Henry II of England 
crowns his heirs, Henry 
the Young King and Queen 
Margaret, but gives them 
no actual authority.

27 August 1172
After a month-long siege, 
Venice, which had declared 
itself independent as the 
Republic of San Marco, sur-
renders to Austria.

28 August 1849

The Beatles perform 
their last concert before 
paying fans at Candlestick 
Park in San Francisco.

29 August 1966
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The beautiful floral Viking ship, which was sponsored by Saint John’s Church. 

Floral  Viking  ship  sponsored  
by  Saint  John’s  Church

Anyone visiting Saint 
John’s Church in the last 
few days might have been 
excused for thinking that 
those ancient Nordic 
raiders, the Vikings, were 
back. 
A beautiful long ship, 
complete with oars, sail, 
and accompanying shields 
was created by Adele Todd 
and team for the recent 
flower show in Bishop 

Auckland and arrived in 
Shildon on Tuesday. 
Sponsored by Saint John’s 
Church in memory of 
Ronnie Ridley, who died 
in April this year, the 
ship is a masterpiece of 
floral display and decora-
tion. With cleverly placed 
foliage the fierce dragon 
head of the prow can be 
glimpsed in the twisting 
of the leaves, whilst the 

chrysanthemums along 
the side rails have the 
look of a multitude of war 
shields hung to intimidate 
enemies.
Mrs Todd expressed her 
gratitude to the team 
who supported her in its 
making and transporting. 
“This is community at its 
best,” she commented, 
“working together for the 
good of all.”

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

The latest numbers in the 
Shildon AFC Lottery were: 
3, 5, 7, 8, 11 and 13. There 
was no jackpot winner. 
The consolation of £25 

Lotto  News
was won by M Smith of 
Darlington. 
Next week’s jackpot is 
£700 with 6 to choose 
from 14 numbers.

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

St John’s Church will 
host its next Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 26th 

August, from 10-11.30am.  
All are welcome to 
attend.

Coffee  morning

Beer  &  family  day  
at  Rushyford
The Eden Arms Hotel in 
Rushyford is to host a Beer 
Festival and Family Day in 
aid of Great Aycliffe Cancer 
Support Group.
The event will take place 
on Bank Holiday Monday, 
28th August, between 11am 
and 5pm when there will 
be beer, hot food and live 
entertainment, as well as 

an array of stalls, bouncy 
castle, bucking bronco and 
more. Attendees will also 
be given the chance to 
meet a Police Interceptor.
Entry is £2 per adult, with 
all door takings being 
donated to the local 
charity.
For more information, call 
01388 720541.

House To Let

Tel:
07718 185 427

Two bed house in Byerley 

Road, Shildon. Well kept, 

carpets, curtains, GCH, 

DG.£360 pcm.

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments Guild

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays only from 8.30am - 11.30am

AUGUST SUNDAYS

10% PRICE REDUCTION 

ON ALL STOCK

Includes compost, peat & Charge
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The boys from Doberman’s Flooring hard at work as they 
transform the Methodist Church Hall. 

Methodist  church  is  ‘floored’  
by  kind  supporters
Shildon Methodist Church 
has expressed its appre-
ciation to those who sup-
ported it in raising funds 
for the installation of a new 
floor and re-decorating of 
the community hall. 
The total cost of the work 
was in excess of £8,000, of 
which £2,500 was donated 
by Scotto Trust, £200 by Cllr 
Brian Stephens and £800 by 
County Durham Community 
Foundation. The remaining 
amount of approximately 
£4,500 was from Methodist 
Church funds and fundrais-
ing.  
A spokesperson for the 
church said, “Thanks go to 
flooring contractors Dober-
man’s Flooring and also to 
Mr D Barnes, Decorator, for 
all their hard work, a job 
well done!
“A special thank you to our 
small band of volunteers 
for not only cleaning the 
premises on a regular basis, 
but doing a  deep clean 
after work finished. 
“Huge thanks also go to  Alan 
and John from the Property 
team for all their hard work 
during this process.

“We hope that the newly 
refurbished premises will 
serve our community well 
for many years to come.”
The hall will be open again 
for business as usual in 
September with all regular 
events such as Parent and 
Toddlers, History Club, 
Kurling, Scouts, Cubs & 
Beavers recommencing.
The weekly Lunch Club 
restarts on Friday 8th Sep-

tember; the Games & Craft 
evening on Friday 1st Sep-
tember and the monthly 
Souper Friendly Kitchen 
Club on Tuesday 5th Sep-
tember.
The next Quiz Night will 
also be held on Friday 22nd 
September, with other new 
ventures coming shortly.  
For more information visit 
shildonmethodistchurch.
org.

7.5T DRIVER WITH 
GOOD ATTITUDE REQUIRED 

Join the winning team at 
Armagrip in Chilton. 

Visit www.armagrip.com 
to see what we do. 
Email your CV to 

danielle@armagrip.com 
or call 01388 722934 

and one of our friendly staff will 
take your details.

Houses To Let

01325 484 846

In Shildon, 
Newton Aycliffe, 

Stanley & Consett 
From £70 per week

DSS Welcome

Innovations, the Day Care 
service provider of leisure, 
learning and employment 
opportunities for vulner-
able adults, is inviting 
the public to its annual 
Summer Fayre on Tuesday 
29th August at its centre at 
The Junction, 154 Newgate 
Street in Bishop Auckland.
The service also cares for 
adults from Shildon where 
it had a centre in Civic Hall 

Square until it recently 
closed and transferred to 
Tindale.
The Summer Fayre will 
host many stalls including 
a tombola, crafts, bric-
a-brac and a candy cart 
among many others. 
The Fayre will be open 
from 10.30am until 3pm.

Innovations  host  
Summer  Fayre
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In 2018, Teesdale & 
Weardale Search & 
Mountain Rescue Team 
would like to commemo-
rate the incident that led 
to the foundation of the 
Team in 1968. 
Tragically this was the 
death of two young men 
from Shildon, Kenneth 
Brown and David Vaughan, 
both associated with St 
John’s Church. 
Prior to his sad death, 
Kenneth Brown was just 
23 and living in Burnie 
Gardens, while 18-year-
old David Vaughan was 
living in Coronation 

Avenue. 
Rev’d David Tomlinson 
has agreed to work with 
the Search and Rescue 
team to shape a fitting 
memorial service for 2018 
and is keen to speak to 
family members who may 
still be in Shildon today. 
The deaths of the young 
men led directly to the 
team being formed and 
many lives have been 
saved in the ensuing half 
a century as a result. 
If you are a family 
member, please contact 
Rev’d David on 01388 
778998.

Search  &  Rescue  to  
remember  Shildon  men

The next meeting of 
Shildon and District Flower 
Club will take place on 
Monday 4th September at 
Shildon Civic Hall, when 
Area Demonstrator, Kate 
Kerr, will entertain with 
an evening of floral fun 
entitled All Creatures 

Great and Small.
The event is free to 
members and £5 for 
visitors.
Members are reminded 
that annual subscriptions 
of £26 are now due and 
can be collected on the 
evening.

All creatures  great  
and  small

(Left) Serephina Lowery-Hankey, who came 2nd in the children’s section; (Right) Joss 
Aldworth with his prize-winning leek.

Leek  show  season  gets  
underway

The first of the season’s 
Leek Shows took place last 
weekend when the Waverley 
Terrace Allotment show was 
held at Old Shildon WMC.
The pot leek section was 
won by Joss Aldworth with a 
pair of leeks measuring 318 

cubic inches. Brian Richard-
son was 2nd showing 309 
and Dave Snowball was 3rd 
with 314.
In the section for one pot, 
one long and one interme-
diate leek, Joss also came 
in 1st with his three leeks 

measuring 414 cubic inches. 
Brian Walton was 2nd with 
262.
The children’s section was 
won by Phoenix Lowery-
Hankey, beating his sister 
Serephina into 2nd, while 
Jack Newton was 3rd.

Mayor of Shildon, Cllr Shirley Quinn, opens the Golden Girls’ annual Coffee Afternoon 
in Sunnydale in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 

A  fun  day  of  fund  raising  at  
Golden  Girls’  Coffee  Afternoon

Local fundraisers, Mrs Ann 
Hill, Mrs Joyce Moreland 
and local facepainter, 
Diane Rewcastle - known 
locally as the Golden Girls, 
held their annual Coffee 
Afternoon at Sunnydale in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support on Thursday 17th 
August. 
Mayor of Shildon, Cllr 
Shirley Quinn officially 
opened the proceedings 
and the fun began.

The ladies ensure an 
entertaining day of fun-
draising by organising 
several events for adults 
and children alike to take 
part in throughout the af-
ternoon, such as madcap 
bingo, a grand tombola, 
raffles and games as well 
as providing unlimited tea, 
coffee and an abundance of 
cakes.
Cllr Quinn said: “This is 
such a lovely community 

event and I was delighted 
to be asked to open it.”
The Golden Girls would 
like to thank everyone who 
turned up on the day and 
those who bought raffle 
tickets and provided prizes 
for the raffle, with special 
mentions of thanks to 
Diane McAvoy for organis-
ing the tombola and Karen 
Hill for helping organise 
the event. A grand total of 
£310 was raised.

A l i - B a- B e r
T h e  D o g  B a r b e r

Nails Clipped, Puppy Grooms to Full Grooms. 
Or treat your best friend to a Spa Bath and Pamper.

T e l e p h o n e  A l i s o n  t o  d i s c u s s  y o u r  n e e d s  o n

0 7 9 4 7  1 4 5 6 8 2  /  01 3 8 8  7 76 5 3 2
1 0 %  O f f  W i t h  T h i s  A d v e r t

Sunday 27th August
Old Shildon WMC

3pm Start. Free Entry. All Welcome.

Super 

Sunday
with “THE KENT COLLECTIVE” 

and DJ Jack Hall

Free function room available. 
Concessions offered toward entertainment.

31 Church Street, Shildon
01388 777 888

SHILDON TANDOORI

MUNCH BOX SPECIAL
Chicken Tikka, Lamb Tikka, Sheek Kebab, 

Onion Bhaji, Samosas, Tandoori Chicken, Chips, 
Rice, Mint Sauce, Salad & Any Curry Sauce

(From Traditional Main Dish) For Only £11.50. 
(Add chicken in the sauce for £1.50 extra).

Open Mon - Sun 5.30pm till 10.30pm
www.shildontandoori.com

To pay by credit card, log onto the website for collection or deliveries

Exclusive Indian Cuisine
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BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

The Spectrum Roller Skaters enjoyed a hugely successful competition weekend in 
Cardiff recently, scooping two golds, three silver and five bronze medals.  

Spectrum  skaters  return  from  
Cardiff  with  medals  galore

Spectrum Roller Skating 
Club travelled to Cardiff 
for a competition weekend 
recently and returned 
with a haul of ten medals, 
including two gold, three 
silver and five bronze.  
The team of twelve skaters, 
aged between 7 years old 
and adult, endured over 
seven hours of travel to 
compete in the three-day 
skating event held on 10th, 
11th and 12th August at 
House of Sport in Cardiff. 

Club coach, Tracy Stevens 
said: “I am overwhelmed by 
the skaters’ performances 
and the amount of positive 
remarks I have received 
about the club from other 
skaters, coaches and clubs 
from around the country.
“I am very proud to coach 
these skaters who give 
their best all of the time. 
“Their hard work and en-
thusiasm has certainly paid 
off!
“On behalf of the club 

who train at Shildon, Sun-
nydale Leisure Centre and 
Spectrum Leisure, Willing-
ton,  I would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone 
who has supported us.”
Anyone who is interested 
in roller skating lessons 
can contact Tracy on 07891 
461958 or visit the club’s 
facebook, twitter and 
instagram pages for more 
information, including the 
times, prices and venues of 
skating sessions.

The ultimate Bon Jovi tribute show
Live on stage at 

Elm Road WMC, Shildon
Saturday 26th August

Tickets only £4 behind the bar, 
or pay on the door

www.bonjoviforever.co.uk

Team Spectrum Results - Cardiff 2017

Jazzmyn Loring (7) ...... solo dance 9th, free 8th, duo 2nd, couples 7th, teams 12th
Harrison Austin (9) ..... solo dance 3rd, free 7th, teams 12th, duo 2nd, couples 7th
Hannah Godwin (10) ... solo dance 3rd, duo 7th, teams 5th
Niamh Dawson (11) .... solo dance 2nd, free 1st, teams 10th, duo 7th, finals 3rd
Lucy Richardson (11) ... solo dance 4th, free 4th, duo 11th, teams 12th
Aysha Toms (11) .......... solo dance 11th, free 9th, duo 13th
Charlotte Wilson (12) .. solo dance 6th, free 10th, duo 13th
Joseph Kearney (16) .... solo dance 3rd, free 1st, duo 12th, couples 5th
Nicola Stevens ............ solo dance 4th, free 13th, duo 11th, teams 5th, couples 5th
Leah Jeans .................. solo dance 3rd, free 7th, teams 5th, duo 12th
Karen Austin ............... solo dance 4th, duo 14th
Andrea Vasey ............. solo dance 8th, duo 14th

Dear Editor,

I've got to write this letter due to the recent 
criticism of Shildon Town Council and Hack-
worth Park. 

I spoke to Glenn Gibson, who is the head of the 
park, and I was quite happy with his response 
as to accommodate us and how quickly they 
said the pitch would get fixed. Also, as Secre-
tary I've manage to get some games switched 
so it's not the end of the world! 

Just for the record, I've got the utmost 
respect for the Council and the facilities and 
the  pitch is always in good condition. It's 
just been unlucky that Shildonbury had freak 
weather that day. The event is good for the 
town and local businesses so to scrap it would 
be ludicrous! 

Yours in sport, 
Garry Scott,
Shildon Elm Road WMC FC (Secretary).

Letters Have your say...

Dear Editor,

In response to the letter published in last 
week’s issue regarding the state of the Hack-
worth Park football pitch after this year’s 
Shildonbury event, the content was only the 
opinion of an individual and not the official 
view of Shildon AFC Over 40s.

Both the Over 40s FC and Elm Road WMC FC 
very much appreciate the arrangements with 
the Town Council for the use of the changing 
facilities and football pitch at Hackworth Park, 
over many years without any real problems. 

We realise that the extreme weather condi-
tions at the Shildonbury event was a major 
factor in the pitch becoming damaged and 
could not have been foreseen.

Both teams have now been offered alternative 
facilities at Jubilee Fields until the Hackworth 
Park pitch is again ready for use and thank 
the Town Council for their continued support.
 
Yours sincerely,
Ian Wickins
Secretary, 
Shildon AFC Over 40s.

Shildon AFC will be hosting 
a Family Fun Day at Dean 
Street on Sunday 27th 
August from 12 noon.
The day will include a 
Sweet Cart, face painting, 
a table top sale, bouncy 
castles, children’s fun 
rides and football coaching 

with the first team.
There will be a cask and 
real ale festival taking 
place in the clubhouse.
Anyone wishing to book 
a table for the table top 
sale should contact Russell 
Henderson on 07538 
789464.

Fun  Day  at  Shildon 
AFC  this  weekend
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Shildon AFC Over 40s played 
their first game of the Sun-
derland and District Over 
40s League Division Four 
season at Jubilee Fields last 
Saturday and were comfort-
able 5-1 winners against 
Sunderland Oddies. 
Allan Bell opened the 
scoring midway through the 
first half with a shot from 
the edge of the box before 
substitute Garry Scott, re-

turning from injury, surged 
into the box to knock in the 
second. Jeff Dixon then put 
the home team three up 
before half time. 
A second half penalty kick 
awarded after a foul on 
Jeff Dixon was converted by 
Steven Weldon. 
Oddies then managed to 
get a goal back but Shildon 
hadn’t finished yet and 
Allan Bell scored his second 

Shildon  AFC  Over  40s  begin  
season  with  home  win

Kyle Watson and Rachel Bennett were crowned Northern Champions while Cody Hall 
continued to show promise at the Scottish National Athletics Championships last week. 

Shildon  champion runners  
continue  to  show  promise

It was a wonderful weekend 
of results for the Shildon 
Running and Athletic Club 
juniors, who showed that 
they really are cream of 
the Northern crop.
In a race with competi-
tors up to two years older 
than her, Rachel Bennett 
was crowned Under 17 
Women’s 200m champion 
at the Northern Athletics 
Championships with a time 
of 25 seconds flat. 
In the same Champion-
ships Kyle Watson took the 
Under 17 Men’s 100m gold 
in a new personal best time 
of 11.18 seconds. 
Cody Hall also did the club 

proud and continued to 
show real promise for the 
future, finishing 5th in the 
Scottish National Athletics 
Championships Under 13 
Girls 100m final with a new 
personal best time of 13.63 
seconds.
Sprint Coach Darren Hirst is 
understandably extremely 
proud of all three and said: 
“It’s an even more amazing 
achievement for them as 
all are very young in their 
age groups. We cannot 
thank the club enough for 
all their ongoing support of 
the junior team.”
Both Kyle and Rachel will 
be looking to improve their 

personal bests even further 
at the EA National Cham-
pionships this upcoming 
weekend in Bedford. 
Anyone interested in 
joining Shildon Running & 
Athletic Club can contact 
them by email at secre 
tary@shildonrunning.co.uk 
or if you are a runner over 
the age of 18 you can go 
along and join them for 
a run on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 6.15pm at 
Shildon Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre.  
You can find out more at 
www.shildonrunning.co.uk 
and follow them on Twitter 
@ShildonRunning.

to take the three points. 
Ian Wickins was man of the 
match, just shading it ahead 
of good performances by 
David Bullyment and the 
goalscorers. 
The side’s next match 
involves a trip to Sunder-
land Pennywell on Saturday 
26th and a home game 
the following week against 
Sedgefield FC. Kick off in 
both games is 10.30am.

Shildon AFC travelled to 
Guisborough Town in the 
FA Cup at the weekend and 
put them to the sword with 
a clinical second half goal 
blitz after the hosts had 
been reduced to ten men in 
the first half.
Guisborough, who have 
taken just one point from 
their first three league 
matches, which included 
an opening day 9-0 ham-
mering by West Auckland, 
shocked the visiting support 
by taking the lead through 
Steve Roberts with five 
minutes on the clock.
But it took the Railwaymen 
just a further four minutes 
to return to level terms 
when centre back, Kyle May 
thumped home a headed 
equaliser for his first Shildon 
goal since joining in the 
summer from Workington.
Then came the game’s 
pivotal moment on the 
half hour when a strong 
Dylan McAvoy challenge on 
Dan Groves, who had to 
be replaced at half time, 
received the ultimate pun-
ishment and the hosts were 
reduced to ten men.  
Until then, Guisborough 
had proved stern opposi-
tion, but as the second half 
got underway, a three goal 
blitz in as many minutes put 
the tie out of reach while 
fans were still queuing for 
refreshments.
Two goals from Mickey 
Rae and another by Adam 
Burnicle put Shildon in 
command within the blink 
of an eye and before 
the hour mark, Anthony 
Peacock contributed to the 
rout with his first goal for 

the club.
With the game out of sight, 
Shildon cruised through 
the remainder and march 
on to the First Qualifying 
Round where they face a 
trip to Scunthorpe to take 
on Northern Counties East 
League Premier Division 
side, Bottesford Town.
The Railwaymen’s cup 
success has been compli-
mented by  an unbeaten 
start to their league 
campaign, although their 
one hundred per cent 
record was ended by a late 
Gary Ormston equaliser 
when they hosted North 
Shields on Wednesday 16th 
August.
Shildon took the lead twice 
in the game, only to be 
pegged back each time, the 
final goal coming with just 
two minutes remaining.
A goalless first half was 
dominated by the visitors 
but their profligacy was 
punished just three minutes 
after the restart when half 
time substitute, Michael 
Rae opened the scoring for 
Shildon.
James Luccock then equal-
ised 20 minutes later but 
the visitors were barely 
level for five minutes before  
Adam Burnicle regained his 
side’s lead.
However, Shields would be 
rewarded for their overall 
endeavour with that late 
Ormston equaliser.
Shildon travel to Billingham 
Synthonia on midweek 
league duty as The Crier 
goes to press and are back 
on the road on Saturday 
when they take on Seaham 
Red Star, also in the league.

Shildon  march  on  in  
FA  Cup

Kyle May’s powerful header put Shildon on level terms 
before the Railwaymen steamrollered Guisborough in the 
second half.                                                        Image: Tom Clegg.


