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The street lights on roads 
surrounding Shildon are set 
to be removed after Shildon 
Town Councillors declined 
the option of funding the 

Hopes  for  street  lights  are  
extinguished

lights using money from the 
Town Council’s budget.
Despite safety concerns from 
local residents, including 
members of Shildon Running 

Club who regularly use the 
routes to train, Durham 
County Council have deemed 
it safe to remove a total of 
fifty lighting columns: eight 
along Busty Bank and 42 
along two stretches of the 
A6072 Shildon bypass.
DCC offered Shildon Town 
Council the option of a 
Service Level Agreement, 
similar to that accepted by 
Ferryhill and Chilton Town 
Councils, whereby the cost 
of using and maintaining the 
street lights would be met 
by the Town Council.
However at their meeting on 
10th April, although stating 
their disappointment at the 
outcome of DCC’s consulta-
tion, Town Councillors voted 
against this option - which 
would have cost Shildon resi-
dents approximately £60,826 
over a ten year period - 
deeming it too expensive.
Durham County Council 
have stated that the lights 
will not be removed in 
the vicinity of junctions 
or roundabouts and have 
agreed to widen the path to 
the bottom of Busty Bank, 
which was raised as a safety 
concern. 

The street lights running down Busty Bank are set to be removed, along with those 
running adjacent to two stretches of Shildon bypass.

Unisex Salon, 42 Cockton Hill 
Road Bishop Auckland, DL14 6AH

Tel: 07506 482 711

IPL Laser Treatments
Hair Removal - Thread Vein & Pigmentation 
Removal- Acne Clearance - Wrinkle Therapy

Aesthetics 
Anti-wrinkle Injections 

Dermal Fillers & Acid Peel

Beauty
Nails, Eyebrow Waxing & Hair Extensions

Like us on Facebook: NuaSkin - BishopAuckland

Eric’s Traditional Fish & Chips
1 Maple Avenue, Shildon, DL4 1AQ

GOOD FRIDAY 
All Day Special. Family Meal Deal

2 Fish & Chips + 2 Kids’ Fish & Chips,
2 Sauces, 2 Cup Drinks & Lollies

ONLY £14!

Tel: 01388 773232 / 01388 776549

South Durham Counselling 
Service, a vital resource 
based in Shildon, is fighting 
for its survival after being 
told its funding is to be 
stopped.
Staff at the service, which 
operates out of 51 Church 
Street, received an email 
from the local Clinical Com-
missioning Group on 31st 
March stating that, as of 
April 2017, funding was to 
be stopped due to cuts.
Luan Deakin, Counselling 
Manager said, “We are a 
specialist service in that 
90% of our clients are 
dealing with rape, sexual 
abuse and severe trauma. 
We are a free to access 
service and are not time 
limited, we support clients 
for as long as necessary. 
Where will these clients go?  
“We are the only service 
in the UK that offers this 
service, we are the last port 
of call dealing with issues 
that other counsellors are 
not trained to deal with and 
yet we have had our funding 

stripped out of the blue.”
Luan has now started a 
petition with the hopes 
of overturning the CCG’s 
decision, “Please help our 
Service, our clients are vul-
nerable with no one else to 
turn to. All counsellors give 
their time free but we need 
funding to pay rent, insur-
ance, phone calls etc.
“We need YOU to help 
us plead with the CCG to 
overturn this decision, 
even one year would 
make a difference. Mental 
Health affects all our lives 
everyday.”
You can sign the petition 
by visiting change.org and 
searching for South Durham 
Counselling Service.
Members of the commu-
nity have rallied in support 
of the service, with one 
stating, “This is an appalling 
decision. Once again, those 
who are among the most 
vulnerable and in need of 
sensitive and specialist 
services are deeply affect 
by cuts.”

Vital  counselling  
service  faces  closure
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In Memoriam

Wanted

Services

Classifieds
All about local people...

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Contact us to arrange 
an appointment on 

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Eric Dowling
12th April 2016

You closed your eyes the 
night I left,

For 22 years you were the 
best,

You never had the chance 
to say goodbye,

But I’ll love you till the day 
I die

Sadly missed by your 
partner,

Sarah

Passed Away

Thomas Andrew 
Palmer

On April 1st, peacefully in 
St Teresa’s Hospice, Tom, 

aged 69 of Shildon.

Funeral Thursday April 
20th. Would friends please 

meet for a service in St 
John’s Church, Shildon, at 
1pm prior to interment. 

Family flowers only 
please. Donations in lieu 

if so desired to St Teresa’s 
Hospice.

Dearly beloved Husband of 
Maureen, much-loved Dad 
of Anthony and Mark, dear 

Father-in-Law of Sharon 
and Sandra, adored Granda 

of Kyley, Martin, Jordan 
& Kira.

Eric Dowling
12.4.16

Your first anniversary Dad.

Missing you always,
Stan & Julie

xx

My heart is filled with pain 
and sorrow,

Knowing there’s no more 
tomorrows.

When I lost you I lost my 
friend and my hero,

But most of all I lost my 
Dad, the greatest gift 

I ever had.

Eric Dowling
12.4.16

Grandad’s first 
anniversary.

Forever and always,
Michael & Kaysha

xx

This hole in our hearts 
Is in the shape of you,
No-one else can fit it

We wouldn’t want them to

Eric Dowling
12.4.16

May the winds of Heaven 
blow softly

And whisper in your ear,
How much we miss you
And wish you were still 

here.

Remembering you always 
Dad,

Eric & Julie
xx

Dennis Tomlinson
14th April 2014

Three years have passed 
but you are always in our 

thoughts and hearts

Love always,
From Susan, Vicky & Steve, 
Damien & Amy, Rebecca, 

Luca & Liam
xxx

In Memoriam

Acknowledgements

Slater
The family of the late Joe 
Slater would like to thank 

relatives, neighbours 
and friends for their 

cards, floral tributes and 
sympathy.

Thank you to Holly Lodge 
Nursing Home for their 
care and compassion. 

Thank you to Reverend 
David Tomlinson for 
a comforting service 

and to Gibson’s Funeral 
Services for their help and 

guidance.

Cleaner required, 2 College 
Street. £11 per hour. 3 hours 
fortnightly.

RM Fencing & Garden Services 
All outdoor work undertaken. Tel 
Rob on: 07534 365 680

MOVING A THING? From £14. 
Call Phil. Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

The youngsters having fun in their new mud kitchen. 

Mud  kitchen  is  a  recipe  for 
success  at  St  John’s

Children at St John’s CE 
(Aided) Primary School in 
Shildon are now cooking 
on…mud, thanks to inno-
vative work from Deerness 
Fencing and Landscaping 
Limited.
The firm designed and 
built an outdoor “mud 
kitchen” for Key Stage 1 
pupils to play in during 
their break times.
Constructed from recycled 
wood, the kitchen features 
a fake sink, hob and 
cooking space and allows 
the five to seven year-olds 
to use their imagination 
while playing outside.
Jim Bates, managing 
director at Deerness 
Fencing and Landscaping 
Ltd, said the project had 
been one of the firm’s 
most fun to date. He ex-
plained: “We already had 
a great relationship with 
St John’s, having already 
carried out several fencing 
and landscaping works 
for the school before this 
project.
“The headteacher, Andrew 
Farnell, had been looking 

to provide self-contained 
play facilities for the 
Key Stage 1 children, 
but buying in equipment 
comes at substantial cost.
“He approached Deerness 
about creating a mud 
kitchen, and though it’s 
not the kind of work we 
normally undertake, we 
were only too happy to 
help out.”
Jim and his team set about 
designing the play equip-
ment – which needed to 
be suitable for the young 
children at the primary 
school, and capable of 
storing play equipment.
They recruited the 
services of The Wood 
Pile community interest 
company in Durham – a 
specialist in reclaimed 
wood and wood furniture.
Deerness, an Esh Group 
company, regularly 
donates unused wood to 
the organisation, which 
then repurposes the ma-
terials in to furniture using 
a staff who have faced dif-
ficulty finding work.
Founder Karen Stub-

bings donated all of the 
materials for St John’s 
mud kitchen, meaning 
that once completed, the 
entire project cost a small 
fraction of what it would 
have done otherwise.
Mr Farnell, said: “We are 
very happy to have worked 
with Deerness on the de-
velopment of our outdoor 
learning resources. 
“They have produced a 
number of bespoke items 
that enable the children to 
independently access all 
resources for use in their 
learning activities.”
Jim added: “We had great 
fun putting together the 
mud kitchen. It’s tailored 
specifically for the pupils 
at St John’s, so we had 
to work out the correct 
heights and shapes to 
make sure it was just right 
for the children.
“At Deerness we love 
to put something back 
into the community and 
helping a local school 
in this way is a perfect 
example of the value we 
add.”

The deadline for 
classifieds is 12 noon 

each Tuesday.
Call 01388 775896 or 
email crier@talk21.com
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A free event for over 12s 
is taking place at St John’s 
Church on Wednesday 19th 
April, between 2pm and 
5pm.
Youngsters will be given 
the chance to cook their 

own healthy meal before 
playing a few games of 
table tennis.
For further details, or to 
book a place, call Jamie 
on 07711 590 423 or email 
jamie.measor@pcp.uk.net.

Cookery  &  table  
tennis

Promoted by Robert Ingledew of 9 Eskdale Gardens, Shildon, County Durham DL4 2LY

Your INDEPENDENT 
candidate for Durham 
County Council on 4th May

Vote
Robert Ingledew X

I was born and raised in Shildon and although I have worked throughout 
the world as a Management Consultant, I have always retained a home 
in the town. For a number of years during my career I represented the 
Thickley Ward on Shildon Town Council. 
If I am fortunate enough to be elected to represent the Shildon and 
Dene Valley Division at County Hall, I believe I can put the skills and 
knowledge I have gained over many years to good use for the people of 
Shildon.
As an Independent councillor, I will not be obligated to follow political 
party policies, so I will be free to work on your behalf and put forward 
the views of the Shildon community without being forced to vote with 
any party.
As an Independent, I don’t have the same resurces at my disposal, but if I 
am unable to reach the whole community during the election campaign, 
I can reassure voters that I will be standing up for you all at County Hall.

VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATE WITH THE FREEDOM TO FIGHT ON YOUR BEHALF

VOTE  INGLEDEW  ON 4th MAY

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Greenfield Commu-
nity College celebrated 
equality and diversity on 
their Rights Respecting 
Day recently.  
This is a day when the 
timetable is ‘collapsed’ 
and students get to work 
with internal and external 
providers to learn about 
aspects of equality and 
diversity.
Year 7 students at Green-
field worked with the 
‘Foundation of Light’ 
exploring issues such as 
racism, gender and dis-
ability in sport.  They 
spent the morning with 
the ‘show racism the red 
card’ team where they 
were looking at difficult 
issues that may arise and 
how everyone can be 
responsible for ensuring 

equality and diversity both 
in sport and in the wider 
community.
The students also worked 
together in teams with 
students from both Sun-
nydale campus and the 
Aycliffe site. In the after-
noon they worked on team 
building activities which 
helped build on cross-
campus communication 
and friendships. 
The students said that they 
really enjoyed the sessions 
and getting to know new 
people. 
Staff were thrilled to see 
how well they worked 
together, with one member 
of staff saying, “Well done 
to everyone involved and 
many thanks to the ‘Foun-
dation of Light’ for their 
valuable contribution.”

Students  show 
racism  the  red  card

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Three free courses will 
be taking place at Shildon 
Foundations on Church 
Street on Tuesday 25th 
April.
Do you need to update 
your English skills or gain 
a qualification? A free 12 
week English course will 
begin on this date, from 
1pm - 3pm.

For those who are having 
trouble with their laptop 
or tablet and need help 
with how to use it, a 10 
week ‘Time to get Online’ 
course will begin on the 
same day, from 9.30am - 
11.30am, while a 12 week 
Maths course will take 
place between 9.30am 
and 12 noon for those 

Free  adult  learning  courses
who need  to update their 
Maths skills.
For more information, or 
to book a place, call 03000 
266 115 or email alss@
durham.gov.uk.
All courses are run in 
conjunction with Durham 
County Council and the 
European Union Social 
Fund.

Jail  for  cannabis  grower
A Shildon man has been 
given a 12 month prison 
sentence after he rented 
a house in Shildon for 
the purpose of growing 
cannabis.
Bradley James Todd, 
20, tended the grow in 
Waterloo Terrace for up 
to three months last year 
before officers visited 
the address on 18th May, 
where they found Todd on 

the roof of the property 
with a bin bag full of 
cannabis buds. When he 
was eventually talked 
down and about to be 
handcuffed by officers, he 
bolted for his freedom and 
was traced two hours later 
at an address in Evenwood 
where he again fled to the 
roof.
A search of the Shildon 
property found between 

£12,000 and £21,000 worth 
of cannabis, and officers 
also discovered that the 
electricity meter had been 
bypassed.
Both Todd, of The Oval, 
and his 25 year-old brother 
Gareth, of Auckland Wynd, 
admitted producing a 
Class B drug. Bradley also 
admitted abstracting elec-
tricity and escaping lawful 
custody. 

Shildon Elm Road W.M.C. F.C.
Presentation Night
Saturday 6th May 2017

7pm - 11.30pm
Top Band THE SCANDALS

Tickets £6 available from behind the bar
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Henry Nicholson Shirley Quinn Brian Stephens 

 

    BYERLEY WARD    SHILDON TOWN COUNCIL 

   THICKLEY WARD            SHILDON TOWN COUNCIL 

SHILDON DENE VALLEY 

LABOUR PARTY 

CANDIDATES  FOR 

 COUNTY COUNCIL  

& TOWN ELECTIONS 

 
SUNNYDALE WARD       SHILDON TOWN  COUNCIL 

Promoted by Allan Walker on behalf of the Labour Candidates at 25 Primitive  Street, Shildon, DL4 1EQ  Printed by  the Crier 

County Council Candidates 

ANDREW    
FARLOW 

DANIEL 
CHILDS 

HENRY        
NICHOLSON 

MATTHEW 
JOHNSON 

ALLAN       
WALKER 

PAUL         
WALTON 

LOUISE MATHER DANIEL ANDERSON DAVID REYNOLDS SAMANTHA TOWNSEND 

LUAN                        
DEAKIN 

PETER                
QUINN 

SHIRLEY    
QUINN 

LESLEY                             
BUTTERWORTH 

JEFF                
MILLER 
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99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Community Development Worker Kath Regan demonstrates her planting skills to the 
Timothy Hackworth children. 

Timothy  Hackworth  pupils  
plant  veg  for  Foodbank

School Gardening and Com-
munity Gardening got into 
full swing last week. 
In one of the week’s 
sessions, 54 Year 3 pupils 
from Timothy Hackworth 
Primary School visited 
Furnace Pit Community 
Garden to work with Shildon 
Alive, Shildon Town Council 
staff and volunteers.
The pupils planted a natu-
ralistic wild flower meadow 
with the support of Kath 
Regan, Shildon Town 

Council Community Devel-
opment Worker. Kath ex-
plained it was to encourage 
bees and butterflies into 
the garden to help to pol-
linate the vegetable crops 
being planted. 
The pupils later prepared 
and planted potatoes and 
vegetables in two commu-
nity raised beds for use in 
the Foodbank and cooking 
activities, with the help of 
volunteers and staff from 
Shildon Alive. 

The pupils also planted 
peas to take to school, so 
they could watch them 
sprout and grow.
Paula Nelson, Commu-
nity Project Coordinator 
for Shildon Alive, A Saint 
John’s Church project, 
thanked the pupils for their 
hard work and excellent 
behaviour.
For more information about 
the Community Garden 
contact Shildon Alive  on 
01388 417600.

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

Easter  family  
gardening
A free Easter family gar-
dening event is set to take 
place at Furnace Road 
Community Allotment on 
Tuesday 18th April.
Families can go along 
between 1pm and 3pm 
when there will be a free 
healthy snack offered to all 

the children, as well as an 
exercise activity.
There will also be four free 
follow-up sessions, starting 
4th May between 4.30pm 
and 5.30pm.
For further details, or 
to book a place, contact 
Jamie on 07711 590 423.

Souper  friendly  
kitchen
The next ‘Souper’ Friendly 
Kitchen event at Shildon 
Methodist Church Hall will 
take place on Tuesday 2nd 
May at 12 noon.
A spokesperson said, “Why 
not come along and join 
us for a warming bowl of 
soup and a roll, plus tea 

and biscuits, all for just 
£1?
“Afterwards, please stay 
a while and have a chat 
or a game of scrabble or 
dominoes, we would love 
to see you. There will 
be a warm welcome for 
everyone.”

Holiday  club
A holiday club themed 
around ‘The Creation’ will 
take place at Shildon Salva-
tion Army on Cross Street 
next week.
There will be soft play, 
games, crafts, a bouncy 

castle and a tuck shop for all 
children aged 5 - 11 years.
Sessions will be held from 
10am to 12 noon between 
Monday 17th and Friday 21st 
April at a cost of just £1.50 
per day.

To Rent
In Byerley Road, Shildon. 

Two bed, mid terrace 
house. 

Modern & newly decorated 
with new flooring. 

Ground floor bathroom. 
Housing benefit welcome.

Rent £92 per week
Deposit £150.

Tel: 07834 242 563

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Fri 14th  KARAOKE

Sat 15th  E L I

Sun 16th  LISA MARIE & 
THE WILDCARDS

Sat 22nd   KARAOKE

Sun 23rd  AUDIO SOUL

Trojan
Domestic & Commercial 

Electrician
UPVC Windows & Doors 

repaired or replaced, 
Plastering Service, all aspects 

of Property Maintenance

Free Estimates
Fully Certified & Insured

Call 07718 090 950
Email: trojanlocksandproperty@gmail.com
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Greenfield Arts are busy 
bringing together local 
artists to celebrate their 
recent Open Art Exhibi-
tion, by hosting a closing 
celebration on Wednesday 
26th April where you will 
be able to purchase items 
from local crafters, try 
your hand at some of the 
artistic practices, hear 
from the artists and enjoy 
poetry readings.
There will even be the 
chance to gain advice and 
guidance on managing your 
own exhibition, including 
hanging as well as market-

ing from the Greenfield 
Gallery team.
This workshop will was  
repeated during the 
daytime on Wednesday 12th 
April, prior to the event on 
26th April, for those who 
could not make it.
The exhibition boasts 
extraordinary local and 
regional talent, which 
includes artwork applying 
a range of specialist media 
from pen and paint to 
printing and collage, result-
ing in a delightful array of 
colour and texture. 
“The aim of the exhibition is 

Art  exhibition  celebration

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Dear Editor,

In response to Ken Bowes’ letter regard-
ing Shildon Arches (issue 811), I would like 
to reassure residents that the county council 
remains committed to refurbishing the arches, 
with work scheduled to take place later this 
year.

We can confirm that our street lighting team 
received a report from Shildon Town Council 
of exposed electrical wires on the town centre 
arch on 17 March and that out street lighting 
team attended the same day and made the 
cables safe.

John Reed
Head of Technical Services
Durham County Council

This  week  in  History

The Euro Disney Resort of-
ficially opens with its theme 
park Euro Disneyland; the 
resort and its park’s name 
are subsequently changed to 
Disneyland Paris.

12 April 1992

The Roman Catholic Relief 
Act 1829 gives Roman 
Catholics in the United 
Kingdom the right to vote 
and to sit in Parliament.

13 April 1829

In England, the Yorkists 
under Edward IV defeat 
the Lancastrians under 
the Earl of Warwick at the 
Battle of Barnet; the Earl 
is killed and Edward IV 
resumes the throne.

14 April 1471

The British passenger 
liner RMS Titanic sinks in 
the North Atlantic at 2:20 
a.m., two hours and forty 
minutes after hitting an 
iceberg. 

15 April 1912

Albert Hofmann acciden-
tally discovers the hal-
lucinogenic effects of the 
research drug LSD. He in-
tentionally takes the drug 
three days later on April 
19th.

16 April 1943

At midnight 26 Irish 
counties officially leave 
the British Common-
wealth. A 21-gun salute on 
O’Connell Bridge, Dublin, 
ushers in the Republic of 
Ireland.

17 April 1949

 

Letters
Have your say...

Following a number of 
complaints regarding the 
manner of parking around 
the area, local officers are 
politely reminding resi-
dents that parking near a 
junction or on yellow lines 
is an offence and causes an 
obstruction to other road 
users and pedestrians.
A spokesperson for local 
police said, “Parking in 
this way could cause an 
accident. Please bare in 
mind the following when 
parking your vehicle:”
DO NOT stop or park:
• Anywhere you would 
prevent access for Emer-
gency Services
• Opposite or within 10 
metres (32 feet) of a 
junction, except in an au-
thorised parking space
• Where the kerb has been 
lowered to help wheel-
chair users and powered 
mobility vehicles
• In front of an entrance to 
a property
• On a bend.

Police  urge  motorists  to  park  
respectfully

Unacceptable parking

Acceptable parking

to showcase the talent and 
creativity within everyone, 
not just professionals; so 
it is great to see so many 
people get involved from 
all over the North East,” 
said a spokesperson.
All visitors are welcome 
and activities are suitable 
for all ages. To enable the 
team to manage numbers, 
book your place on the 
online booking system 
at www.greenfield-arts.
co.uk. For further informa-
tion call 01325 379048 or 
email info@greenfield-arts.
co.uk.

Shildon Football Club is set 
to celebrate St George’s 
Day with a Fun Day and 
Ale Festival on Sunday 
23rd April, at the football 
ground on Dean Street from 
12 noon.
As well as a Cask and Real 
Ale Festival in the club-
house bar, there will be a 
barbecue, sweet cart, chil-
drens’ fun rides and bouncy 

St  George’s  Day  
Festival  at  Shildon  AFC

castles on the football field 
as well as a table top sale 
and Face painting (avail-
able from 2.15pm.)
Anyone wishing to hire a 
table top, at a cost of £5 
per table, should contact 
Russell on 07538 789464. 
The event will also include 
a raffle of football memo-
rabilia with tickets avail-
able to buy on the day.
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The Busy Bees Fundrais-
ing Group will be holding 
a Table Top Sale on Friday 
21st April, from 10am to 1pm 
in the Foundation Building 
on Church Street (opposite 
Costa Coffee).
“There will be plenty of 
bargains, so please come 
along for a cuppa and a chat,” 
encouraged an organiser.
The fundraising group 
recently held an Easter 
Basket Surprise raffle and 

the winning number was 59, 
D Brass.
There were also two runners-
up; ticket number 80 - Mrs 
Scarlett, who won a luxury 
bathing set, and ticket 
number 63 - S Bird, who won 
a bottle of Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon.
“A big thank you for all your 
support,” continued the 
spokesperson.
The total money raised from 
this event was £100.

Busy  Bees  Table  Top  
Sale

Introducing your Liberal Democrat candidates  
for May 4th Durham County Council elections

Garry has been a local and county councillor, 
representing the people of Shildon for many years. 
Lenny has joined Garry on Shildon Town Council and 
both were instrumental, along with local campaigners, 
in helping save Shildon’s iconic Millennium Arches, 
which Labour’s County Councillors wanted to 
demolish. Now Garry and Lenny want to take the 
needs of Shildon and Dene Valley’s people to County 
Hall with the guarantee you are properly represented 
by people who will put Shildon and Dene Valley first.

Here are just six of the many reasons why Labour isn’t working for 
the people of Shildon and Dene Valley and why you need to vote for 
Garry and Lenny in the County Council elections on May 4th

1. Labour wanted to demolish Shildon’s iconic arches but the local 
community, including Garry and Lenny, successfully campaigned 
to stop them. If your Labour County Councillors had been left to 
it, our arches would now be gone forever.

2. Labour closed the much-loved Durham Light Infantry Museum 
without any consultation and against the wishes of the people, 
many of whose heroic relatives have their ashes laid to rest there.

3. Labour voted to sack all 2,700 hard working, low paid Teaching 
Assistants in County Durham in the hope of slashing their pay by 
23%, even though 99.7% of TAs said no to the new terms when 
consulted. Labour just don’t listen to what people say.

4. Labour cut all county council funding to every single Youth Club 
in the county. 

5. Durham County Council has over a quarter of a billion pounds of 
reserves in the bank - over £270,000,000 of your money in their 
bank account - whilst increasing council tax and cutting services.

6. Durham County Council squandered over £4m of taxpayers’ money 
on Durham Cricket Club, eventually losing £3.7m when the club was 
unable to repay its loan. Just like the botched sale of Windlestone 
Hall, taxpayers’ money has been wasted in a failure of due diligence. 

GOOD GOVERNANCE NEEDS GOOD JUDGEMENT
LABOUR HAS FAILED THE PEOPLE OF SHILDON AND DENE VALLEY

Only Garry and Lenny are capable of beating Labour in the 
Shildon and Dene Valley Division. Vote for Garry and Lenny on 

May 4th and be sure your voice will be heard in County Hall.

VOTE GARRY HUNTINGTON & LENNY COCKFIELD ON 4th MAY
Promoted by Garry Huntington of 5 Central Parade, Shildon DL4 1DL on behalf of Garry Huntington and Lenny Cockfield, Viewland’ Adelaide Bank, Shildon DL4 1BB.

Garry Huntington X Lenny Cockfield X

Some of the children with one of the eggs used in the 
service and palm crosses.

Children  remind  adults  of  the  
delight  of  Easter
Saint John’s Primary end 
of term service was full 
of Easter celebration as 
the children led the egg-
themed service. 
With news reports from 
Jerusalem ‘pouring in’ 
during the service the 
children engaged with the 
Easter story in a way that 
one parent described as 
‘really exciting’. 
There were interviews of 
witnesses, and talk of the 
‘egg shaped’ stone that 
was rolled away from 
the tomb. Headteacher 
Mr. Farnell, and Assis-
tant Head Mrs Pallister 
were blindfolded by the 
children and led around 
the church, capturing 
something of the mystery 
and delight of Easter. 
One Grandma speaking 
afterwards described the 
children as “amazing”, 
“I never miss”, she said. 
“The singing was won-
derful, the message 
so happy, it left me 
buzzing.” 
Revd. David commented 
that “For Christians, 

Easter is about hope, new 
life, and the triumph of 
love over all. In a world 
that seems sometimes 
to be so dark, watching 

children celebrate resur-
rection reminds us that 
there is always some-
thing wonderful to look 
forward to.”

Police have reassured 
residents in Shildon after 
reports that a young girl 
was abducted by a man 
circulated on social media 
last week.
Police made door-to-
door inquiries in the New 
Shildon area following 
an allegation that a six 
year-old girl was taken 
from outside her home by 
a bald man with a beard, 
before being left alone in 

Hackworth Park. However 
police have since reported 
that the incident did not 
take place.
A spokesperson said, “En-
quiries were carried out 
into the reported incident 
and after examining avail-
able CCTV footage we are 
satisfied that no incident 
occurred.
“We are not looking for 
anyone in connection with 
this incident.”

Police  quash  child  
snatch  rumour
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon Elm Road WMC, 
who play in the Wear 
Valley Sunday League Div. 
1, have not played well 
in the league this season. 
However, they have per-
formed far better in cup 
competitions, reaching two 
finals. 
In the semi-final of the 
Invitation Cup they beat 
Gainford Cross Keys 2 – 0, 
with goals from Michael 
Roberts and Dan Shoulder. 
They now play Tindale 
Crescent WMC in the final 
at Willington AFC ground 
on 23rd April, kick off at 
10.30am. 
The Club reached their 

second final by coming 
from 2 – 0 down in the Dar-
lington Charity Cup to beat 
West Auckland 4- 3, with 
goals from Ross Brown (2), 
Craig Bendelow and Wayne 
Whitfield. 
They now play holders 
Witton Park on 28th April 
at Newton Aycliffe ground. 
Kick-off time not yet 
known. 
A spokesperson for the club 
said, “It’s been a mixed 
season as we haven’t done 
very well in the league. 
Nevertheless, we have 
beaten some quality sides 
to reach two finals, and it’s 
nice to be there.”

Elm  Road  WMC  in 
two  finals

The three representatives from Spectrum Roller Skating Club receive their cheque from 
the High Sheriff of Durham, Gerard Salvin. 

Roller  skating  club  awarded  
£1,000  from  High  Sheriff

On Thursday 6th April, rep-
resentatives from Spectrum 
(North East) Roller Skating 
Club attended The High 
Sheriff Awards Evening at 
Bowes Museum, and were 
proud to receive a cheque 
for £1,000.
The event, held in conjunc-
tion with County Durham 
Community Foundation and 
the Sir James Knott Trust, 
welcomed eight com-
munity groups who were 
shortlisted from their ap-
plications.  
Tracy Stevens, spokesper-
son for Spectrum com-
mented, “It was an idyllic, 
picturesque setting for a 
wonderful occasion and it 
was humbling to hear of all 

the fantastic work which 
goes on in our communi-
ties, making a difference to 
lives around the county.” 
Skaters, Hannah Godwin 
(10), Lucy Richardson (10) 
and Niamh Dawson (11)  
alongside coach Tracy 
Stevens represented the 
club. 
The money they were 
awarded will enable the 
club to grow and develop.  
The group provides some-
where for young people to 
socialise safely and take 
part in physical activity.  
Alongside the physical 
benefits from sport the 
club supports social activi-
ties and inclusion.
“I hope the money will 

allow us to create oppor-
tunities for our skaters, 
keep costs to a minimum 
and ultimately tackle dis-
advantage and exclusion,” 
continued Tracy.
“Peter Barron, an excellent 
host for the evening, inter-
viewed the club and asked 
the children if he could 
roll along to one of our 
sessions. He was surprised 
when Hannah remarked 
yes, but she would rec-
ommend bubble-wrap! It 
certainly got a giggle and 
she was deemed star of the 
evening. 
“It was a memorable night 
and a wonderful experi-
ence for the skaters to 
cherish.

Keith McLean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage Conversions,
Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 

types of Building Work.
Competitive Rates
30 years experience

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Shildon AFC were at Jarrow 
Roofing on Saturday 8th 
April and came away disap-
pointed after a 1 – 1 draw.
Micky Rae hit the post after 
just 3 minutes, before Billy 
Greulich-Smith headed 
straight at the keeper.
It was all Shildon and their 
pressure paid off on the 
half hour when Greulich-
Smith lobbed the ball 
over the keeper from long 
range.
The Railwaymen should 
have increased their lead 
before the interval. Adam 

Burnicle was through but 
fired over. Two minutes 
later the same player 
should have scored again.
Half Time:  Jarrow Roofing  
0  Shildon AFC  1.
Roofer’s first chance of the 
game didn’t happen until 
near the hour mark when 
a Dennis Knight free kick 
touched the bar.
Shildon paid the price for 
not taking their earlier 
chances when Daryll Hall 
was harshly judged to 
handle the ball, and from 
Knight’s free kick Chris 

Winn headed in with eight 
minutes remaining. The 
goal spurred the home side 
on and for the first time 
in the game they looked 
threatening.
Man-of-the-Match:  17 year 
old Dominic Curl from the 
Academy, who made an 
impressive debut at No. 3.
Two points lost and Shildon 
should have won this game.                                                      
Shildon are certain to finish 
4th in the league behind 
champions South Shields, 
2nd place North Shields 
and Morpeth in 3rd.

In the latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery 
draw, the numbers drawn 
out of the bag were: 1, 
2, 4, 9, 10, 11. There was 
no winner of the jackpot 
which now rises to £900. 
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by D Bussey.
This week, players should 

choose 6 numbers from the 
remaining 10.
Tickets can be bought from 
Rakeesh Convenience 
Store on Main Street, Main 
Street News, the One Stop 
Shop on Byerley Road, 
Elm Road Club and the 
football ground on match 
days.

Jackpot  reaches  
£900

Old  Shildon  WMC
SUPER EASTER SUNDAY 16th APRIL

The brilliant
HODGE

Bingo, Raffle, All welcome.
01388 772173

Two  points  lost  for  Shildon  AFC

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier


