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Age UK County Durham’s 
Come Eat Together Team, 
in partnership with Shildon 
Civic Hall, have been 
hosting the Shildon Dine 
and Dance for over four 
years. 

Dine  &  Dance  event  still  going  
strong  after  four  years

The dance has been 
popular from the beginning 
and is the perfect oppor-
tunity to have a delicious 
cooked meal followed by 
two hours of dancing to 
live music. 

Christine Fletcher, De-
velopment Manager said,  
“Last month Graeme 
Scarlett stepped down 
from his position as 
organist and we would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank him for his contribu-
tion to the dance since the 
very beginning. 
“Graeme provided excel-
lent music from the very 
first dance. He has made 
the Dine and Dance a 
success and we wish him 
luck in the future. 
“Our new organist Michael 
Foxcroft will now continue 
to provide the live music 
and keep everyone 
dancing to the ever-pop-
ular modern ballroom and 
sequence dances”. 
The Shildon Dine and 
Dance takes place the 
first Wednesday of every 
month at Shildon Civic 
Hall.  Lunch is served at 12 
noon followed by dancing 
from 1pm until 3pm, all 
for £6.00 per person.  Go 
along to dance, or simply 
enjoy the music. Everyone 
is welcome. 
For more information or to 
book your place, contact 
the Come Eat Together 
Team on 0191 3746577.

The monthly events sees people meet up for a delicious lunch, followed by two hours 
of ballroom and sequence dancing.

HAVE FUN, MAKE FRIENDS, PLAY FOOTBALL

THEFA.COM/PLAY-FOOTBALL

OFFICIAL PARTNER

NOTES:THE ENGLISH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
In conjunction with Newton Aycliffe Youth FC Girls  
Football Development Programme for 5-11yr olds,

GREENFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEWTON AYCLIFFE.  
Starting Sunday 26th March - 10am-11am - £1 per session. 

To book your place contact Berni on 07939 045242. 

31 Church Street, Shildon
(Opposite the Red Lion pub)

01388 777 888

Exclusive Indian Takeaway

Wednesday Special Thali Night
POPADUM - ONION SALAD - MINT SAUCE

STARTER
Choose from; Onion Bhaji, Samosa, Pakora, Chat, Prawn Puri, 

Sheek Kebab, Chicken Tikka

MAIN COURSE
Traditional Main Dish, Chef’s Specialities, Tandoori Speciality 

+ Bombay Aloo, 
Boiled Rice or Pilau Rice & Plain Nan

(Excluding King Prawn or Tandoori Main Dish)

For only £9.95
Terms and conditions apply 

Open Mon - Sun 5.30pm till 10.30pm
www.shildontandoori.com

To pay by credit card, log onto the website for collection or deliveries
facebook.com/shildontandoori31

People in Shildon and the 
surrounding villages are 
being reminded that they 
need to be registered to 
vote if they wish to have 
their say in the forthcom-
ing local elections.
County and parish council 
elections are due to take 
place on Thursday, 4th 
May.
Poll cards will be deliv-
ered to residents between 
Friday, 31st March and 
Monday, 3rd April.
Anyone currently listed 
on the electoral register 
and eligible to vote in this 
election will receive a 
poll card providing details 
of their allocated polling 
station. 

Anyone who is not reg-
istered is encouraged 
to register at www.gov.
uk/register-to-vote by 
Thursday, 13th April.
People who are listed on 
the electoral register can 
request a postal or proxy 
vote. The deadline for 
postal vote applications 
is 5pm on Tuesday, 18th 
April and for proxy vote 
applications is 5pm on 
Tuesday, 25th April.
To request a paper copy 
of either application 
form, contact Durham 
County Council’s electoral 
services team on 03000 
261 212 or email elector-
alservices@durham.gov.
uk.

Voters  reminded  to  
register  for  elections
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In Memoriam

Birthdays

Found

Services

Classifieds
All about local people...

Passed Away

Mallen
6th March suddenly at 

home, Lawrence (Lol) of 
Shildon, aged 66 years

A devoted Husband to 
Kathleen. A loving and 

much-loved Father, 
Grandad, Brother and good 

friend to many. 

Will family and friends 
please meet for service at 
St John’s Church, Shildon, 
on Tuesday 21st March at 
1pm. A private interment 
will follow. Family flowers 

only please. Donations 
in memory of Lol may be 

offered to support the 
Great North Air Ambulance 

Appeal.

Fred Simpson
16th March 2012

Deeply loved and sadly 
missed

Love Pat & Son Andrew

Birthdays

Happy 80th

Kathy Walton

Love from Husband Mick 
& Cody 

21st March

80!

Hannah Scott
19.3.17

Happy Birthday Hannah, 
a very precious Daughter, 
Granddaughter & Sister,

Have a great day

Lots of love,
Dad, Michelle, Grandma, 

Daniel & Adam
xxx

Kathy Walton
Lots of love Grandma

From Molly & Katie
xxx

Kathy Walton
All the best

Love, Son Paul

Helen Elizabeth 
Summerson

19th March 1977
Happy 40th Princess

Lots of love,  
From Mam & Mike

xx
Hope you enjoy the party!

80!

2 Door Keys

Found outside Elm Road WMC

Being kept behind the bar.

Hair Design
Mobile hairdresser 

Over 25 years experience
OAP reduced rates

Call  Lynn on 079042 19997

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Anthony David Coyle already had 39 previous convictions.

Boro  man  jailed  for  aggressive  
assault  on  Shildon  resident

A Teesside man has been 
jailed after he violently 
attacked a Shildon resident 
outside his home.
Despite being asked not 
to, Anthony David Coyle, 
of Kildare Street, Middles-
brough, had turned up at 
the home of a woman in Ash 
Grove, Shildon, after he had 
been corresponding with 
her via social media.
Following circumstances 
which are not entirely clear, 
Coyle, who it was claimed 
appeared to be under the 
influence of drugs, became 
involved in a dispute with 
the woman’s neighbour 
outside of the property.
Coyle claims that the man 
‘took a swing’ at him, before 
he retaliated by knocking 
him to the ground. The 29 
year-old continued to punch 
his victim while he was on 
the ground before stamping 
on his head. He only 
desisted when the  injured 

man’s girlfriend came out 
into the street with other 
neighbours. However 
Coyle then ran inside the 
property where he grabbed 
a pair of scissors and broke 
them in half before running 
back outside. Luckily, the 
householder managed to 
wrestle them away from 
him, although he later told 
police that he would have 
used them if need be.
Coyle was still in the street 
threatening residents when 
the police and ambulance 
crew arrived on the scene.
Durham Crown Court heard 
how Coyle already had 39 
convictions for 63 offences, 
including six for previous 
assaults, and that he had 
begun corresponding with 
the woman while serving a 
previous sentence in Holme 
House Prison, Stockton.

During mitigation Andrew 
Turton disputed claims 
that Coyle was on drugs at 
the time of the offence, 
as he had just returned 
from work. He stated, 
“His actions were not pre-
planned. He didn’t go there 
for a fight, but he was seen 
almost as some sort of 
‘stranger in a foreign land’ 
and perceived some aggres-
sion towards him as ‘the 
outsider’.
“He felt the fight was 
started by the other man, 
but accepts he clearly went 
too far in response.”
Telling the defendant he 
has ‘a terrible record for 
violence’, Judge Christo-
pher Prince jailed Coyle for 
32 months. He also imposed 
a restraining order, forbid-
ding him to approach his 
victim.

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save
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Lauren Costello with Revd David and her award.  

Shildon  youngsters  receive 
prestigious  award

Shildon young person 
Lauren Costello was one 
of three local young 
people who were recently 
awarded the Pope John 
Paul II Gold Award. 
The Pope John Paul II 
Award is for young people 
between the age of 16 and 
18 and is earned by taking 
part in activities through 
parish involvement and 
social awareness.
Stephanie Callaghan who 
now lives in Crook, and 
Jordan Walton also of 
Shildon, worked alongside 
Lauren throughout 2015 

and 2016 to attain the 
award. 
Working within Saint 
John’s Church the three 
girls undertook work 
in the community in a 
variety of areas. These  
included leading chil-
dren’s groups, learning 
to bell ring and activities 
through Shildon Alive!. 
Alongside this they also 
took part in the services 
of the church including 
public reading, doing 
quizzes in the café church 
and leading intercessions. 
Revd. David commented, 

“Giving young people the 
opportunity to volunteer 
in different contexts 
builds self-esteem and 
develops their own aspi-
rations. The church really 
enjoyed hosting the girls 
and it is lovely to see 
them all continuing to 
explore ways of giving to 
the community as they 
move on with their lives”. 
Lauren commented, 
“Doing this improved 
my self-confidence 
and helped me to be 
more confident around 
others within church, 
my personal life and my 
school life.”

A. FrAncis
Roofing & Building

From a single slate to a new roof
Gutters cleaned and inspected

Chimney repairs

No job too small
Tel: 01388 833853

Mob: 07811 848228
Established 1987

Repointing to brickwork

The first garden waste col-
lections of 2017 take place 
soon but there’s still time 
to make sure your house is 
included. 
The first collection for 
those who have already 
subscribed to the service 
takes place between 
Tuesday 28th March and 
Friday 7th April followed 
by fortnightly collections 
until autumn when the col-
lection season ends. 
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet Member for 
Neighbourhoods and 
Local Partnerships said: 
“Nearly 60,000 residents 
have already signed up to 
receive garden waste col-
lections in 2017 and we 
hope even more do so.” 
Residents can still sign up 
for the service for a fee of 
£25. 
Collection will start as 
soon as possible after a 
resident signs up and they 

will receive the remain-
ing collections before the 
season ends. 
To sign up to the service or 
find out if your property is 
eligible call 03000 261 000 
or visit www.durham.gov.
uk/gardenwaste. 
Residents who have already 
subscribed to the service 
are reminded to fix their 
bin sticker to the garden 
waste bin and put the bin 
out for collection by 7am 
on their relevant collection 
day. 
Collection days can be 
found by going to www.
durham.gov.uk/MyDurham  
and entering the postcode 
and property number. 
The following items can 
go in the garden waste 
bin for composting: Grass 
cuttings; shrubs; leaves; 
weeds; flowers and 
bedding plants; hedge clip-
pings; prunings and small 
branches.

Still  time  to  register  
for  garden  waste 

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  ShildonHUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

99 Albert Street, Shildon, DL4 2DN

New Tyres - Various Brands
Very competitive prices
All fitted while you wait
We are stockists of Landsail Tyres

Tel: 01388 777689

TWO ICONS - ONE NIGHT AT OLD SHILDON WMC

The Buddy Holly Rock & Roll Show + Elvis. Full Night’s Entertainment! 
Entrance £6. Reserve Tickets on 01388 772173 or 07856 278 438.

SATURDAY 18TH 
MARCH, 7.30PM

Counselling 
Therapies

One Place Together
One Place Together - Private Counselling Therapies

Dabble Duck Way, Shildon      07596672773
contact_us@oneplacetogether.co.uk

www.oneplacetogether.co.uk

Steve Minchell
Electrical Ltd 

Tel. Steve on 
07981 454039

All electrical work carried out - 
Domestic and Industrial.
Rewires, extra sockets, 

replacement lights, shower 
fixings. No job too small.

Landlord Inspection Certificate.
Free no obligation quote.
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Shildon Neighbourhood 
Policing Team will be 
running an Operation Spoke 
event, offering free bike 
marking from 1pm until 5pm 
on Saturday 18th March. 
Anyone who would like 

their bike safety marked 
should take their cycle 
along to Church Street, 
between the Factory Shop 
and B&M Bargains, or to 
Shildon Police Station 
between these times.

Get  your  bike  safety  
marked

Osaka  Trains  &  the  story  of  
Japan’s  global  gateway  city
Osaka’s railway companies 
have always been pioneers 
of technological and social 
innovation in Japan. 
Founded in the late 19th 
and early 20th century 
and providing rail services 
to this day, Osaka’s new 
railway companies didn’t 
just change the society 
around them – they often 
built a new society alto-
gether in the communities 
they created.
Now for the first time, 
a major exhibition will 
reveal the history of 

Osaka’s famous railway 
companies and the central 
role that they played in 
building Japan’s global 
gateway city. 
“Osaka Trains and The 
Story of Japan’s Global 
Gateway City” explores 
how Osaka’s six rail com-
panies helped to make 
Osaka a world powerhouse 
city.
“Osaka Trains and The 
Story of Japan’s Global 
Gateway City” will be on 
display in the Collection 
Building at Locomotion: 

The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon from 
March 31st to April 27th. 
For family visitors, there’s 
a free trail sheet to help 
youngsters explore the ex-
hibition – pick up your free 
sheet and follow the clues 
to learn more.
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is open from 10am to 5pm 
daily. Parking and admis-
sion are free of charge. 
For more information, 
call the museum team on 
01388 777999.

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Megan, Frances, Melissa and Kane in one of their scenes.

Primary  children  talk  Jesus  in  
short  movie

Children from Years 1 & 2 
at Saint John’s CofE (Aided) 
Primary school found them-
selves the stars of the show 
last week as they featured 
in a short film called 
‘Children Talking Jesus.’ 
It all began some months 
ago, with one child asking 
Revd. David, chair of gover-
nors at the school and Vicar 
of the parish of Shildon, 
whether God was a boy or 
a girl? 
The children then pro-
ceeded to explore various 
questions with the help of 

‘Crispy Crow’ a puppet that 
sat with Revd. David.
They wondered about what 
God eats with one girl sug-
gesting starlight and a boy 
chipping in with turkey 
dinosaurs. 
When thinking about 
Christmas and baby Jesus 
they thought about the 
story and just who Jesus 
was. ‘The Son of God’ 
came a whisper, and he had 
‘Frankenstein’ as a present 
added another little voice.
Commenting on heaven the 
children thought about it 

as a ‘special place for dead 
people’ whilst God’s home 
was ‘in space.’
“Children are instinctively 
spiritual” explained Revd. 
David. “They understand 
that there is much about 
the world that is a mystery 
and are happy to explore 
what that means.” 
The film was made by 
Aegies Communication 
and can be viewed on 
the school’s website or 
on YouTube at: https://
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=qOhi6TzrImQ.

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

Shildon Spiritualist Church 
will welcome guest speaker 
Steven Veart on Monday 
20th March. 
“The service starts at 7pm 
and we invite you to stay 
behind for a cuppa and a 
chat,” said a spokesperson. 
“We also have interna-
tional medium Billy Cook 
coming to the church on 

Friday 31st March. Tickets 
are £5 and are selling fast.
“On Sunday April 9th we 
are holding an Easter Fun 
Day, which will include ac-
tivities for children as well 
as readings and sittings for 
the adults. 
“Tickets are £3, with 
children free, but readings 
and sittings will be extra.”

Host  of  events  at  
Spiritualist  Church

Durham County Council 
had extended the deadline 
for accepting secondary 
school places by a week, to 
Wednesday 22nd March.
A spokesperson for DCC 
said, “If you have not 
yet taken up the offer 

Deadline  extended  
for  school  places

of a place for your child 
this September, please 
confirm you are accepting 
by emailing schooladmis-
sions@durham.gov.uk or 
ringing our School Places 
and Admissions team on 
03000 265896.”

Shildon Town Council, which 
has been without a website 
for a lengthy period, has 
launched its new website 
after several months of de-
velopment.
The site, at shildon.gov.
uk, went live on Tuesday 
14th March and includes 
details of all the council’s 
activities, from its political 

Shildon  Town  Council  
launch  new  website

functions, such as council 
meetings, its services such 
as provision of allotments, 
details of its civic partners, 
such as Shildon Chamber of 
Trade and local tourism and 
heritage information.
The site will be accompa-
nied by a separate site for 
the Civic Hall which is still 
under construction.
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Area Demonstrator and 
florist, Rachael Poole from 
Sheffield, will present an 
evening of flower arrang-
ing to Shildon and District 
Flower Club under the title
‘Natural Elegance’, at 
Shildon Civic Hall on 
Monday 3rd April from 
7.30pm.
A spokesperson said, 
“Rachael is an inspirational 

floral demonstrator with 
a passion for flowers and 
floral display.
“This will be an event not 
to be missed for all those 
with a love of innovative 
ways of displaying flowers 
and foliage to delight the 
eye.”
The event is free to 
members. Visitors £5 on 
the door.

Flower  club  exudes  
Natural  Elegance

The residents enjoyed listening and singing along to hyms. 

Residents  enjoy  a  morning  of  
praise  and  worship

Staff and residents at 
Holly Lodge Care Home 
on Maddison Street had a 
visit from Shirley Sings on 
Friday 10th March, from 
the Influence Church at 
Richmond.
A spokesperson for the 
care home said, “She 
also brought some friends 

with her and we had a 
lovely praise and worship 
morning. 
“The residents enjoyed 
listening and singing along 
to both traditional and 
modern hymns. 
“We would like to thank 
Shirley and her friends 
who gave up their free 

time to visit us and we 
look forward to seeing 
them again when we go 
to see a show at the Influ-
ence Church in Richmond 
on June 21st for an after-
noon of music from the 
war up to the 50s-era, 
finishing off with a cream 
tea.”

There are still a few tickets 
remaining for the C.A.T.S. 
Youth Theatre Group’s  
production of Mary 
Poppins the Musical, and 
anyone wishing to see the 
show is urged to get them 
before they are gone!
Tickets are available for 
performances on Saturday 
18th March at 7.30pm, and 
Sunday 19th March at 2pm.
A spokesperson said, “So 
before you go and book 
your  ‘Jolly Holiday’ why 
not come along and watch 
this great family musical 

about PL Travers’ magical 
Nanny. It will help ‘The 
medicine go down’ better, 
we’re sure. Who knows, 
you may want to ‘Step In 
Time’ with the group’s 
chimney sweeps?” 
Tickets, priced at £5.50  
for adults and £3.50 
for children (under 16s) 
can still be booked by 
calling 01388  774838 or 
07747826324. 
Tickets can also be pur-
chased from Timothy 
Hackworth School’s recep-
tion.

Chim  Chim  Cheree  
C.A.T.S

N a y l o r s 
E l e c t r i c a l

We Also offer a
TV Aerial & Satellite
Installation & Repair 

Service

24 Hour Serv ice
Cal l 01388 720994 

Rewires     Extra Sockets
Lighting     Fault Finding

Fuse board Upgrades 
Cooker & Shower Installs

Inspection & Testing
All Work Guaranteed

No Job Too Small  

Tunnel  trouble  at  North  Bay  Railway

Joe with local twins Lucy and Hannah in fancy dress.

“It’s dark and exciting in 
the tunnel. Some children 
pretend to be scared and 
scream. It’s just more fun. 
Then it happened again!”
In April, Scarborough writer 
Joe Coates (formerly from 
Shildon) is publishing his 
eighth children’s book 
based on the miniature 
railway at North Bay, Scar-
borough, one of the town’s 
main tourist and local at-
tractions. 
Tunnel Trouble at North Bay 
Railway follows the pattern 
of the previous seven books. 
The focus of the story is the 
train ride itself. Passengers 
are enjoying their ride, and 
then something happens!
Ideal for younger children, 
the books have been 
popular throughout the 
last eight years, with illus-
trations for the first three 
titles, and photographs in 
the later books. 
Sir Alan Ayckbourn de-
scribed the books as “de-
lightful... I think they’re 
lovely and should enchant 
younger readers with their 
atmosphere and charac-
ters.”
Tunnel Trouble at North Bay 
Railway adds to the series of 

North Bay Tales: The Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic,  A Birthday 
Surprise,  A Santa Special to 
Remember,  Donkey Alert!,  
Percy the Cat,   Jake and a 
Snake, and The New Steam 
Engine”, all at North Bay 
Railway. 
It features a train with 
children travelling in fancy 
dress, their bright coloured 
costumes contrasting with 
the trouble in the cold, 
dark, damp tunnel. The 
book will be launched on 
Saturday, April 8th, at 
North Bay Railway. Joe will 
be there all day, with his 
books, bookmarks, colour-
ing sheets, and the teddy 
who waves to the train. 
Children in fancy dress will 
be welcome to travel free 
of charge on the day, with 
a paying adult (maximum of 
two children accompanied 
by a paying adult).
The series of North Bay 
Tales will continue to be 
available from the North 
Bay Railway Ticket Office 
and from Joe himself.
More information about 
North Bay Tales and North 
Bay Railway can be found 
on     www.northbay.com  
and www.nbr.org.uk.

Advertise   in  FULL  
COLOUR  in The Crier

Contact Jeff Ridley for details 
on  01388  775896
or  0790  999  2731 
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Dear Editor,

On behalf of Shildon Railway Cricket Club, I 
wish to express, via your paper, our sincerest 
thanks to Councillors Henry Nicholson and 
Trish Pemberton, who, through the Neigh-
bourhood Budget Scheme, have so generously 
secured funding of £8000 for our building 
project. 

Times are currently particularly tough for 
small local sports clubs such as ours and 
without this award, we could never have 
afforded to carry out this essential work.
 
A wooden building, erected by our players in 
the mid-1950s, for usage as dressing rooms 
and club house/bar, is affectionately known 
as “The Slip Inn” but it is now, not only an 
eyesore, but also in a dangerous condition, 
which has caused us great concern, espe-
cially as youngsters have gained access to 
the building. The building will now largely be 
demolished and a storage area to the back of 
it made safe by the building of a supporting 
wall.

This work is scheduled to commence next 
week and will hopefully be completed in time 
for the new season.

We feel that it is important that our com-
munity is made aware of how such generous 
funding can be a lifeline for organisations 
such as ours and wish to again thank Coun-
cillors Nicholson and Pemberton, as well as 
the Area Action Partnership for this won-
derful show of support.
Yours truly,

Keith Robinson (Chairman S.R.C.C.)

Residents in Shildon and 
the surrounding villages 
are being informed that the 
county’s Household Waste 
Recycling Centres will soon 
be switching to summer 
opening hours.
Between 1st April and 30th 
September, both Heighing-
ton Lane HWRC in Newton 

Aycliffe and Romanway 
HWRC in Tindale will 
operate between 9am and 
6pm 7 days a week.
Cllr Brian Stephens, Cabinet 
member for neighbour-
hoods and local partner-
ships at Durham County 
Council, said: “The HWRCs 
will be open longer from 1st

April giving people more 
opportunity to use the sites 
to dispose of waste and 
recycle. 
Details of all HWRCs, includ-
ing locations and opening 
hours, are available at 
www.durham.gov.uk/hwrc 
or by calling Durham County 
Council on 03000 26 1000.

Summer  opening  hours  for 
recycling  centres

 

Letters
Have your say...

A 32 year-old woman has 
been branded ‘sneaky and 
opportunist’ by Magistrates 
at Newton Aycliffe Court 
after she stole cash from a 
vulnerable pensioner.
Claire Marie Smith, of Bouch 
Street, stole £50 from the 
79 year-old’s purse after 
she left it on the counter 
at M&M Pharmacy in Church 
Street on 19th October 
last year, before handing 
the empty purse back in 
claiming to have found it.
The court heard how Smith 
was spotted on CCTV and 
identified by staff in the 

chemist, as she regularly 
visited to pick up her pre-
scription of methadone.
Smith admitted the offence, 
saying she was high on drugs 
and had used the cash to 
purchase more.
Chairman of the bench, Dr 
Peter Minto said, “This is 
a particularly nasty and 
sneaky offence when a lady 
has left her purse there, you 
waltz in, take it and take 
some money out and hand 
it in like a Good Samaritan, 
when all the time you have 
the money in your pocket. 
It’s sneaky and opportun-

ist.”
Mitigating, Nick Woodhouse 
explained to the court that 
although Smith had suffered 
a relapse at the time of the 
offence, she was now clean 
and no longer using heroin 
or methadone.
The defendant, who has 12 
previous convictions for 22 
offences, was given a 12 
month conditional discharge 
for theft, ordered to pay 
prosecution costs of £85 and 
a £20 victim surcharge.
The victim, who was in ill 
health, declined any com-
pensation.

Thief  branded  ‘sneaky  &  
opportunist’  by  court

Sponsors are now being 
sought to participate in the 
County Durham Environ-
ment Awards; one of the 
most eagerly anticipated 
and enjoyable award cer-
emonies of the year. 
Hosted by the County 
Durham Environment Part-
nership and now in their 
28th year, the awards aim 
to celebrate and reward 
projects and individuals 
that demonstrate commu-
nity spirit, environmental 
guardianship and great 
design across the county. 
Thousands of people have 
been awarded or com-
mended for their contri-
butions to the environ-
ment over the years and 
sponsors are being sought 
to continue to support this 
worthy occasion. 
There are three packages 
available to sponsors this 
year:
• Gold – Sponsors have an 

award in their name, a 
representative on the 
judging panel and their 
corporate logo included 
in all publicity material 

for a minimum contribu-
tion of £2,000.

• Silver – Sponsors have a 
representative on the 
judging panel and their 
corporate logo included 
in all publicity material 
for a minimum contribu-
tion of £1,000.

• Bronze – Sponsors have 
their corporate logo 
included in all publicity 
material for a minimum 
contribution of £500. 

Additionally, all sponsors 
receive an invitation to 
the award ceremony and 
recognition in the official 
presentation brochure. 
Lewis Stokes, Director of 
Environment and Commu-
nity with the Banks Group 
said: “As a County Durham 
based employer, the Banks 
Group is proud to be a 
long-term supporter of the 
County Durham Environ-
ment Awards. 
“Being able to see first-
hand the wide range of in-
spiring environmental and 
community led projects 
which dramatically improve 
the quality of life for our 

Sponsorship  opportunities 
available for Environment Awards

local communities as well 
as being able to give the 
recognition these projects 
deserve is so valuable 
and we are delighted to 
continue to play a part in 
that.”
The rewards cover several 
categories to recognise 
the efforts of a range of 
organisations and individu-
als:
• Built environment
• Climate change
• Community partnership
• Craftsmanship
• Greener business
• Natural environment
• Places and spaces
• Schools and colleges
• Volunteer of the year 

(under 18)
• Volunteer of the year 

(over 18)
• Volunteer group of the 

year
• Waste management
For more details on these 
sponsorship opportuni-
ties and the Environment 
awards call 03000 265 545 
or visit www.countydur-
hampartnership.co.uk/
envawards.
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A brand new event for 
sci-fi and Steampunk fans 
is taking place at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon on 
Saturday March 25th and 
Sunday March 26th.
Organised by the Film & TV 
Model Club, “Fantazmago-
ria” aims to bring together 
film & TV collectables, 
models, Steampunk, art, 
comic books, war games 
and much more – under 
one roof.
Visitors will be able to 
browse displays and 
demonstrations by clubs 
and individual exhibitors, 
plus check out a range of 
traders offering collecta-
bles, costumes, jewellery, 
art and more.

Live music on the Saturday 
of the event will be 
provided by Kitchy Retro.
Visitors will also be able 
to get on board cabs of 
selected steam locomo-
tives and take a steam 
train ride behind Furness 
Railway No. 20, the oldest 
standard gauge locomo-
tive still operating in the 
UK.
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is open from 10am to 5pm 
daily. Parking and admis-
sion are free of charge. 
Please note that there is 
a charge for steam train 
rides.
For more information, 
call the museum team on 
01388 777999.

‘Fantazmagoria’

Chris Spence at Traidcraft Headquarters with Linda Berchie.

Local  fair  trade  supporter  
meets  chocolate  producer

On Monday 6th March 
a group of Methodists 
from Shildon and Bishop 
Auckland went to Traidcraft 
headquarters at Gateshead 
to celebrate Fair Trade 
fortnight and meet Linda 
Berchie, a cocoa farmer. 
Linda comes from the 
Western Region of Ghana 
where she lives with her 
husband and four children. 
She is responsible for 
weighing all the cocoa 

grown by her village and 
paying the farmers accord-
ingly. 
She has a 12 acre cocoa 
farm and is an active 
member of the Kuapa 
Gender team, organis-
ing training for women 
farmers on money and 
home management, and 
alternative income gen-
erating methods like soap 
making and growing other 
crops.

Earlier in the month 
Shildon Methodist Church 
had supported the work of 
Traidcraft by holding a ‘Big 
Brew’, which raised £30 
and gave the opportunity 
for people to purchase a 
wide variety of Fairtrade 
products.
If you are interested in 
knowing more – pop into 
the Church coffee morning, 
held each Thursday from 
10-11am. 

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare

Pre-paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Masonry - Floral Tributes

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

After the recent success-
ful Red Nose Day Charity 
Show at the Civic Hall, the 
organisers wish to sincerely 
thank all the entertainers 
who took part in the event, 
and also the people in the 
audience. Well over 100 

went along and supported 
the Comic Relief charity. 
£444 was raised on the 
night and the organisers 
say another event to raise 
even more money for the 
cause is planned for next 
week.    

Red  noses  all  
around  at  the  Civic

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE BANDS
Sat 18th LIVE BAND

Sun 19th FROSTIE

Sat 25th BERNIE & THE 
BLUE NOTES

Sun 26th LOCK ‘N’ LOAD

Sat 1st Apr TIME CHECK  

JB BUILDERS
All aspects of building 
work carried out, including 
new builds, extensions, 
house alterations & 
stonework

FREE  ESTIMATES

Tel Joe on 01388 213070
or 07707 979 926

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Bishop  set  for  14th  
Food  Festival
Food lovers and families 
are in for a treat as Bishop 
Auckland gets ready to 
host its fabulous food 
festival once again, on 
Saturday 1st and Sunday 
2nd April.
The popular festival draws 
visitors from across the 
North of England, who 
come to buy from the wide 
array of stalls, take part in 
masterclasses and enjoy 
a host of entertainment 
across the weekend.
Now in its 14th year, 
Bishop Auckland Food 
Festival continues to 
bring the very best food 
and drink producers and 
suppliers together along 
with some of the country’s 
leading culinary talents for 
cookery masterclasses and 
demonstrations.
This year sees the return 
of Tom and Henry Herbert 
from The Hobbs House 
Bakery, best known 
as stars of Channel 4’s 
Fabulous Baker Brothers. 
On Saturday 1st April they 
will be entertaining the 
crowds in the Newgate 

Centre, where they will 
be teaching onlookers how 
to make soda bread from 
scratch for the ultimate 
sandwich and ‘posh 
kebabs’ starting with 
sumptuous soft flat breads 
filled with local lamb.
On Sunday 2nd April, the 
fabulous Foxy is back 
guiding audience members 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall through the creation 
of some delicious dishes, 
including one inspired by 
his new place of residence 
– Spain! 
Richard Fox is a seasoned 
TV chef, cookery book 
writer and demo expert, 
and a regular face at BAFF.  
He has chosen some of his 
favourite dishes to share, 
including sushi, tapas and 
gnocchi.
Young foodies can also 
try their hand at a range 
of culinary techniques at 
the Children’s Cookery 
School running in the 
Newgate Centre with 
classes ranging from bread 
to pizza making, scones to 
fizzy cocktail concoctions!
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Contact us to arrange 
an appointment on 

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Full & Part Time
HAIRSTYLISTS NEEDED 

For a busy Bishop Auckland Salon

Great opportunities
Telephone Simon on 

079 8 0 012 265

Jazzmyn Loring and Harrison Austin enjoying their day at 
the National Artistic Roller Skating Competition.  

Spectrum  skaters  compete  at  
nationals  for  first  time

Skaters and supporters 
from Spectrum Roller 
Skating Club endured a 
15 hour round trip last 
weekend on their ambi-
tious challenge to attend 
a National Artistic Roller 
Skating Competition held at 
Hayward’s Heath. 
The five skaters, ranging 
from 7 to 18 years of age  
competed against clubs 
from around the UK and 
took part in their first 
national Federation of 
Roller Skating (FARS) com-
petition.  
The club has been preparing 
for this competition since 
Christmas and recently 
visited Great Yarmouth to 
train with six-time British 

champion, Emily Woods to 
gain tips and advice.  
“Over the previous months 
the whole club has been 
involved with fundraising 
and we have had over-
whelming support,” said 
club coach, Tracy Stevens.
“Thank you so much to 
everyone who has helped 
us achieve our dream.
“The competition was 
ambitious and just to get 
there was a huge achieve-
ment. I am so proud of all 
the skaters.”
Spectrum’s Jazzmyn Loring 
(7) opened the weekend of 
roller skating as the first 
to skate in her tots (8 and 
under) solo dance event 
and placed 7th out of 10 

skaters.
Spectrum also happened 
to close the weekend’s 
competition as skating 
couple, Nicola Stevens and 
Joseph Kearney debuted 
and placed a remarkable 
fourth. 
In other results Hannah and 
Harrison placed 18th and 
19th in the Mini (9 and 10 
years) solo dance; Hannah 
was 5th and Harrison 6th 
in the Mini freedance and 
Harrison and Jazzmyn 
placed 16th in the Duo  for 
13 years and under. In the 
Open age and standard 
couples, Hannah & Harrison 
came in 5th.
“It is the first time the club 
has entered any couples 
events and for two of our 
skaters it was their very 
first competition,” said 
Tracy. “We are so proud of 
what we have achieved so 
far.
“During the competi-
tion the youngsters were 
able to gain inspiration by 
watching the country’s top 
skaters, who skate at inter-
national level, which has 
motivated them to chal-
lenge themselves and set 
new goals.  
“Although we did not reach 
the medals this year, we 
came back with super 
memories, new friends and 
a lot of experience.
“We would like to say a 
special thank you to all 
the clubs, coaches, skaters 
and families who have 
welcomed us and helped 
us all weekend with lots of 
encouragement.”
The club skates  at  Shildon 
Sunnydale Leisure Centre 
on Sundays from 2.30-
3.30pm. For more informa-
tion contact Tracy on 07891 
461958 or find the club on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Shildon AFC travelled to 
top of the league North 
Shields FC on Saturday 
11th March and came away 
empty handed, but cannot 
complain after suffering a 
3 – 0 defeat. 
Shields were the better 
side and got off to a 
flying start after just four 
minutes when a free kick 
from the right along the 
ground fooled everyone, 
hitting the far post and  re-
bounding to Ryan Carr for 
an easy tap in.
Shildon came more into the 
game as it progressed but 
even with all their posses-
sion they hardly troubled 
former keeper,  Kyle Hayes 
in the North Shields goal. 
He was only called upon 
once in the first half, on 
39 minutes, when a Lewis 
Wing shot was pushed away 
for a corner. 
Two minutes earlier, 
Shildon’s Stephen Capper 
had headed off the line 
to prevent the home side 
from increasing their lead.
Shildon’s dominance of 
possession continued in the 
second half but the Shields 
defence was solid.
Just after the hour Shildon’s 
Dan Groves conceded a free 
kick and Curtis Coppen rose 
highest at the back post to 
give Shields some breath-
ing space and Shildon a 
mountain to climb.
With two minutes remain-
ing, Shields put the result 
beyond doubt when a right 
wing corner from Michael 
McKeown found Coppen 
who bulleted another 
header for his second goal 
of the game.
Shields were tall and strong 
in defence and sharper 

than Shildon up front but 
there was no real passion 
from the Railwaymen. 
The Robins have now won 
their last 14 league games 
in a row and have a 14 
point lead in the title race 
over their local rivals South 
Shields, who have four 
games in hand and are on 
a 23-game winning streak.
Meanwhile, Shildon 
Chairman, David Dent has 
confirmed that manager, 
Daniel Moore has signed 
an extended three-year 
contract at the club.
Mr Dent said: “I am delight-
ed to confirm that Dan has 
signed a deal which gives 
him some security and the 
club some continuity as we 
seek to build a squad which 
will challenge for honours 
at whatever level we 
compete at over the next 
three years and beyond.”
In a wide-ranging state-
ment, Mr Dent also con-
firmed that the club is 
set to invest heavily in 
developing Dean Street, 
including the building of a 
new stand and a new club-
house, and has appealed 
to the town to get behind 
the club’s ambitious plans: 
“All of this work estab-
lishes our infrastructure 
which is vitally important 
to creating a sustainable 
community club,” he said. 
“These developments will 
cost us in the region of 
£250,000 and we need the 
support of everyone to 
make them happen. 
“I’m really confident about 
the future and I look 
forward to the birth of a 
new era of growing both 
the club and the team”.

Moore  extends  contract  
after  Shields  loss


