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A teenager who suffered 
85 per cent 3rd and 4th 
degree burns in a Shildon 
house fire has told people 
“this is me, if you don’t 
like it do one”. And now his 

#Troysfund  goes  viral  after  
brave  message  of  defiance

brave act of defiance has 
gone global, with people 
across the world showing 
their support.
Nineteen year-old Troy 
MacKinlay, who was ini-

tially given a less than five 
per cent chance of survival 
after the Albert Street fire 
last October, asked his 
sister Abra Wood to post a 
photograph of his horrific 
injuries online, along with 
his courageous message, 
and within hours the post 
had gone viral.
Messages of support came 
flooding in for Troy, while 
Abra was inundated with 
interview requests, includ-
ing from 5live and ITV’s 
This Morning show, where 
she was invited to share 
Troy’s story with present-
ers Holly Willoughby and 
Phillip Schofield. 
His fight has also been 
published in newspapers 
and online news sources 
around the world, resulting 
in donations to Troy’s Just 
Giving page from the USA, 
Australia, Belgium and the 
Czech Republic to name 
but a few.
The family have now raised 
over £7,000 of their £10,000 
target with more fundrais-
ing events scheduled, the 
next one of which is taking 

Fri 3rd Mar: Neil Diamond Tribute Weekend, Blackpool 
- Adult £119, Child N/A

Fri 24th Mar: Freddie Mercury Tribute Weekend, Blackpool 
- Adult £119, Child N/A

Sun 26th Mar: Mothers’ Day Special - Adult £15, Child £14
Fri 31st Mar: Cliff Richard Tribute Weekend, Blackpool  

- Adult £119, Child N/A
Sat 8th Apr: Blackpool - Adult £13.50, Child £12.50

Sat 8th Apr: Whitby - Adult £12, Child £10.50
Sat 8th Apr: York & Harrogate - Adult £13, Child £12

Sat 8th Apr: Scarborough - Adult £13.50, Child £12.50
Wed 12th Apr: Wet n Wild (admin not included) - Adult £9, Child £8

Fri 14th Apr: Blackpool - Adult £13.50, Child £12.50
Fri 14th Apr: Whitby - Adult £12, Child £10.50

Fri 14th Apr: Scarborough - Adult £13.50, Child £12.50
Fri 14th Apr: Chester Zoo (admin not included)- Adult £17, Child £16

Sun 16th Apr: Mystery Tour- Adult £12.50, Child £11.50

Greenfield Arts will be 
offering a free February 
half term holiday activity 
programme, including 
Crazy Crafts in Shildon 
and Window Wizards and 
Gallery Encounters in 
Newton Aycliffe. 
See how you can create 
brilliant inventions from 
recycled items found at 
home, with artist Dawn 
Belshaw, or join the 
window design team, led 
by artist Sharron Bates, 
and create a new story 
through art to go on display 
in the entrance area. 
There is also the chance to 
learn the brilliant skill of 
mono printing with artist 
Jilly Johnston; experiment 
with textures and mark 
making to see how you 
can create work like the 
current artist in residence.
Activities are suitable 
for all ages and families, 
children under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Bookings are now open 
and to make this process 
even smoother and more 

secure there is now an 
online service. Visit www.
greenfield-arts.co.uk for 
more details on sessions 
and to see how to book 
your place.
To find out more about 
what is on offer through the 
school term and holidays, 
check out the website, 
contact Greenfield Arts 
on 01325 379048, email 
info@greenfield-arts.co.uk 
or pop in and speak to a 
members of staff.
Greenfield Arts is based in 
the Newton Aycliffe campus 
of Greenfield School. They 
offer a wide range of Arts 
and Creative opportunities 
for the whole community.
A spokesperson for the 
centre said, “We are keen 
to support people to help 
enjoy, enquire, create and 
realise their potential.
“We develop and manage a 
range of creative projects, 
arts activities and commu-
nity courses in partnership 
with a number of different 
individuals and organisa-
tions.”

Keep  busy  this  half  
term

Rail Excursion
To Liverpool
Direct From Shildon

Easter Saturday 15th April 2017

Vintage excursion train
Easter eggs for the children

Around 8 hours free time in Liverpool
Standard Class Adult £70
Standard Class Child £45

First Class £110
Book at Bishop Trains, 

Bishop Auckland Station 01388 661394 
or online at www.ba-rail.co.uk/liverpool

Nineteen year-old Troy MacKinlay asked his sister to post this picture of himself 
online, telling everyone ‘this is me’.

Continued on page 2.
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In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Advertise in 
The Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 
0790 999 2731

or email crier@talk21.com

Bone

Please meet for service 
at the Wear Valley 

Crematorium, Coundon, 
on Friday 10th February 
at 3pm. Family flowers 
only please. Donations 
in memory of Sharon 
may, if desired, be left 

at the Crematorium for 
the Freeman Hospital, 

Newcastle.

January 24th peacefully 
in hospital after a long 

struggle, bravely borne with 
great courage and dignity, 

Sharon Mills of Shildon, 
aged 46 years.

Passed Away

A loving and much-loved 
Mum to Natalie and David. 
Devoted Daughter to David 
and Isabel. Beloved Sister 

to Tommy and Steven. Will 
be sadly missed by all of her 

family and friends.

Ronald Brown

Your loving Wife, Doreen,
Trish & Matt

Deep in our hearts you will 
always remain,

Loved and remembered 
every day

Died 8th February 2013

Violet Petty

Love and miss you,
Val, Lyn, Denise & family

xxx

One year has passed since 
you left us, but you will be 

in our thoughts always

15.06.22 to 07.02.16

Irene Douthwaite

From Sons John & Norman 
and families

xxx

Time passes, memories 
stay

Loved and remembered 
every day

14th February 2010

In Memoriam

Denis Boddy

Love, Dawn & family

Our tears still flow,
Our hearts still ache,

Close to us you will always 
remain

February 10th 2013

Doris Ellwood

Forever loved and always 
missed,

From all your loving family
xxx

Remembering our dear 
Mam & Gran on her 88th 

Birthday

13th February

Today is full of memories, 
happiness and tears,

Of Birthday celebrations 
we’ve shared throughout 

the years.
And though we’ll always 

miss you
The endless joy you 

brought
Warms our hearts with 

gratitude
And fills our every thought

Bethany Waites

From Mam, Dad 
& Courtney

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday 
Bethany

18 Today - 11.2.2017

18!

Births

Lola Sophia
Born 4.2.2017, 9lb

Lots of love,
Mam, Brian & Wayne

xxxxx

Congratulations on the birth 
of your beautiful baby girl

Regan Pearson 
& Kirsty Clifford

Acknowledgements

Hodgson
The family of the late Harry 
would like to thank family, 

friends and neighbours 
for the cards, letters 

and generous donations 
received during their sad 

loss. 

Thank you to the staff 
at Hallgarth Surgery, 

the District Nurses and 
especially the staff at 

Redworth House in Shildon 
who cared for Harry so 
well over the last year. 

Thank you also to Colin 
Farlow from the Co-op 
Funeral Service for his 

help and guidance and the 
Reverend David Tomlinson 
for such a lovely service. MOVING A THING?

From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Services
Hair Design

Mobile hairdresser 
Over 25 years experience

OAP reduced rates
Call  Lynn on 079042 19997

Services

 

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

Re: John Hay Memorial Night at Elm Road 
Club on Saturday 4th February.

All money raised will go equally to Diabetes 
UK, Prosthetic Limb Centre at James Cook 
Hospital in Middlesbrough and Shildon AFC.
 
After a very successful night, I would like to 
thank everyone for their kind support and 
generosity, for the tremendous prizes so kindly 
donated and for the full-house turn-out on 
the night.

This enabled me to raise £2,703 and I still 
have money to come in yet. We did have three 
auction prizes not taken up on. I am sure that 
they will appeal to many of your readers. I 
have three golfing days for four people up for 
grabs; one to Ranside Hall Golf Club, one to 
Hallgarth Golf Club and one to Woodham Golf 
Club.

Anyone genuinely interested should contact 
myself, Sue Charlton on 07443 042 862 and 
help boost my charity figure.

Troy  is  ‘pride  of  
Britain
place on Saturday 8th April 
at Old Shildon Working-
men’s Club, between 10am 
and 3pm.
The family is touched by 
the amount of support 
shown to Troy since the 
fire. Fellow burns victim 
Katie Piper has been sup-
porting the family, and 
Troy has now been nomi-
nated as a ‘Teenager of 
Courage’ in the Pride of 
the North East awards.
Abra commented, “I’m 
proud of his strength and 
his courage. With every-
thing he has gone through 
at such a young age, he is a 
fighter and he will continue 
to fight.
“He has been really brave 
to put himself out there. 

Continued from page 1.

That photo has gone 
around the world and it has 
been a huge confidence 
boost for Troy.”
Three months on, Troy 
has now been moved out 
of intensive care and onto 
the burns unit at the RVI in 
Newcastle, where he will 
need to stay for around 
another 12 months.
“He really seems to be 
improving at the moment, 
some days have been hard, 
and he has struggled to 
come to terms with it but 
now he is out of the ICU 
he seems to be going from 
strength to strength,” con-
tinued Abra.
To donate, visit www.just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
abra-wood.
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Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre, on Jubilee Road, 
is to host two First Aid 
courses in the coming 
months.
The first is being held on 
Wednesday 29th March 
while the second will take 
place on Monday 3rd April. 
Gain a Level 2 qualification 
for a small cost of £17.50. 

However if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits 
you would be exempt from 
payment. 
If you would like to 
book a place on either 
of the dates or require 
any further informa-
tion, contact Sally Ann or 
Barbara at the centre on 
01388 775425.

Brush  up  on  your  
first  aid  skills

Fundraiser  for  Shildon  baby  
born  with  rare  eye  disorder

The parents of a newborn 
baby girl are hoping to 
raise funds for the Royal 
National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB) after their 
daughter was diagnosed 
with a rare developmental 
disorder of the eyes.
Lauren Hall and John 
Foster from Shildon 
welcomed their beauti-
ful daughter Ebony into 
the world in November 
2016 and were shocked to 
find that her eyes were 
fused together. They still 
hadn’t opened by the time 
the family came to leave 
hospital and no-one could 
tell them why.
After several appointments 
at Newcastle RVI, Ebony 
was diagnosed with Mi-
crophthalmia, a condition 
which means one or both 
eyeballs are abnormally 
small. In some cases, the 
eyeball may be completely 
missing. This results in sig-
nificant sight loss or blind-
ness. 
Lauren and John, who have 
two more daughters, Lucy 
and Daisy, are now asking 
the community to support 
them in their fundrais-
ing efforts. Lauren said, 
“At present, it’s too early 
to know whether or not 
Ebony will have any sight. 
Her right eye is slowly 

opening more as time goes 
on but her left has yet 
to open. As a parent of a 
child who will grow up to 
be partially sighted, or 
completely blind, I really 
want to do a fundraiser to 
raise money for the RNIB, 
which supports people 
with sight loss. I also want 
to be able to set up a trust 
fund for Ebony, which 
will help towards sensory 
equipment and any extra 
support Ebony may need 
as she gets older.”
The family is already 
planning their first event, 
an evening of entertain-
ment at the Civic Hall on 
Saturday 11th November, 
between 7pm and 
midnight. The adult only 

event will feature top local 
band JD and the Woodsmen 
as well as an auction and 
a raffle. Several men have 
also bravely agreed to 
have their legs waxed and 
Lauren welcomes any other 
fun fundraising ideas.
A second family event will 
follow at Elm Road Club on 
Saturday 25th November, 
between 12 noon and 
4pm when there will be 
a bouncy castle and face 
painter.
If anyone would like to 
help with either occasion, 
be it by contributing their 
services or by donating 
prizes for the raffle or 
auction, contact Lauren 
Hall via Facebook, or email 
laurenh08@live.co.uk.

Members of Shildon Royal 
British Legion have ex-
pressed their appreciation 
to all those who attended 
their recent Poppy Ball.
A spokesperson comment-
ed, “We would also like to 
thank the staff and man-
agement of the Civic Hall 
for the service and a won-

derful meal. Our thanks 
also go to the companies 
who provided donations 
for the Poppy Ball. These 
were Hitachi Rail, Triple 
T Engineering, Linsleys 
Butchers, Graham Scarlett 
and Siberian Stoves. Also to 
the Crier staff for advertis-
ing our event.”

British  Legion  
thanks

Gorgeous baby Ebony, who was born with the rare eye disorder Microphthalmia, 
which results in significant sight loss or complete blindness.

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Staff and volunteers at 
Shildon Alive’s Food Bank  
are appealing for donations 
after supplies have fallen 
‘worryingly low’.
Paula Nelson, Community 
Development Worker at 
Shildon Alive said, “The 
Food Bank is low on eve-
rything apart from tinned 
tomatoes and soup! It's 
really worrying that so 
many people need our 
support.
“Please help if you can, 
even if its one item. 
Anything tinned or longlife 
can be accepted. Please 
help us continue support-

Food  bank  supplies  
are  ‘worryingly  low’

ing our community and 
thank you for all you do.”
Donations can be dropped 
off at Shildon Alive at 19 
Church Street or Saint 
John’s Church, as well as 
any of the local schools and 
nurseries and Shildon Town 
Council offices in Civic Hall 
Square.
The Shildon Alive Food 
Bank offers food aid to 
individuals and families in 
crisis. It also offers help 
and advice on how to 
manage and solve a crisis 
situation, making referrals 
to other agencies where 
necessary.

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Dene Valley Community 
Partnership, which runs 
the One Stop Shop at Eldon 
Lane, are carrying out a 
survey to find out what 
activities and events the 
local community would like 
to participate in.
The survey can be found 
online at www.deneval-
leypar tne r sh ip.co.uk, 
on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/DeneValley 
or call in to the One Stop 
Shop for a paper copy 
which can be returned to 

reception after comple-
tion.  If you prefer, a copy 
can be emailed to you by 
contacting denevalley@
hotmail.co.uk.
A spokesperson for the 
partnership commented, 
“We welcome any sugges-
tions on what new or dif-
ferent courses you would 
like to attend over the 
coming months. 
“If you would like to discuss 
this in person please 
contact reception on 01388 
417740.”

Community  
Partnership  survey

Dene Valley Parish Coun-
cil’s next meeting is to 
take place on Monday 13th 
February, from 6.30pm, at 
Prince Bishop’s Community 

Primary School in Coundon 
Grange.
Members of the public 
are invited to attend the 
meeting.

Parish  council  
meeting

BOILER 
INSTALLATIONS, 

SERVICE & REPAIR
Gas Safe Registered

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

J. D GAS 
SERVICES

All plumbing & gas 
work carried out

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

HUMBLES GARAGE
TEL: 01388 778070

MOB: 07778 117 778

1 ROBSON STREET SHILDON, DL4 1EB

MOTs - MOTORBIKES, 
CARS AND VANS

SERVICING
TYRES

EXHAUSTS

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Are emergencies frequent 
in your life?
Need a 24-7 response 
service, sending staff 
direct to your home in the 
event of an emergency?

Call CARE CONNECT 
on 03000 262 195 
or visit www.durham.
gov.uk/careconnect

Martin Griffiths and his son Samuel take part in the Great North Run for Butterwick 
Hospice in memory of Martin’s wife and Samuel’s mum, Judy.  

Run  for  local  lives  with  the  
Butterwick  Hospice

Butterwick Hospice is 
encouraging readers of 
the Crier to support the 
charity by taking part in 
the Great North Run and 
raising funds.
A spokesperson for But-
terwick said: “The Great 
North Run is one of the 
North East’s biggest chal-
lenges and readers can run 
for Butterwick Hospice 
and grab our wonderful 
‘perks package’ spon-
sored by Ramside Spa, as 
you cross the finish line. 
“This year we are offering 
you the chance to request 
your entry fee back if you 
achieve the sponsorship 
goal. And if you don’t 
want to run alone, why 
not gather a team and 
tackle it together?
“We want you to get com-
petitive and undertake 
the #TeamButterwick 
challenge as part of our 
#RunForButterwick initia-
tive. 

“Whether you’re joining 
forces with loved ones, 
best friends, colleagues 
or your running club 
mates, there’s an oppor-
tunity for friendly rivalry 
with our other #TeamBut-
terwick entrants.”
Butterwick Hospice will 
be awarding four teams 
a prize for the following 
categories: Best Fancy 
Dress; Fastest Average 
Time; Highest Average 
Fundraising Total and 
Most Creative Fundraising 
Activity.
“There will also be an 
exciting league table for 
our teams to see how 
each team is perform-
ing week-on-week with 
training and their average 
times and fundraising 
totals,” they added. “Our 
lovely pin up photograph 
is of Butterwick Hospice 
Ambassador, Martin Grif-
fiths, who ran for the 
Hospice, and his gorgeous 

son, Samuel, who ran in 
the Mini Great North Run! 
“Martin runs in memory 
of his beautiful wife Judy, 
who so sadly lost her 
battle with cancer when 
Samuel was only five 
months old.
“Because of the support 
of local people who 
raise funds for Butter-
wick Hospice Care our 
team of skilled doctors, 
nurses and family support 
workers were able to 
support Martin and his 
family. 
“Now he works alongside 
Butterwick Hospice as 
an Ambassador to help 
ensure that Butterwick 
Hospice is able to help 
other young families like 
his.”
Runners can sign up at 
www.butterwick.org.uk/
greatnorthrun2017 or call 
Gail on 01642 628930. The 
sign up fee is £54 and the 
findraising goal is £300.

Shildon Salvation Army, 
on Cross Street, is holding 
a Jumble Sale on Tuesday 
14th February from 10am. 

Admission is free and there 
will be lots of bargains and 
refreshments for purchase.
All are welcome.

Jumble  sale

A Winter Toy Fair is to take 
place at Locomotion; The 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon, on Saturday 18th 
and Sunday 19th February, 

from 10am to 4pm.
A collection of traders will 
be at the museum selling 
model railways, railwaya-
na, and collectibles. 

Winter  toy  fair
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There will be an assortment of creatures on display at Locomotion as part of their 
‘Animals and the Railways’ theme event. 

Discover  wonderful  creatures  
on  the  railway

As part of Locomotion’s  
February half term theme 
“Animals & The Railways”, 
visitors will be able to view 
an assortment of creatures 
on Saturday 25th February 
and Sunday 26th February, 
supervised by an Animal 
Story ranger. 
There may also be op-
portunities for visitors to 

handle selected animals, 
under supervision.
The team at Animal Story 
an have extensive knowl-
edge in caring for a large 
number of species and at 
present house over forty 
species of animals. Talks 
encourage an interest in 
wildlife and the natural 
world around us. Most 

topics are linked to the 
National Curriculum and 
are perfect for children 
from the age of three 
upwards.
Sessions will take place at 
11am and 1pm.
The museum will be open 
from 10am - 4pm with 
free admission and free 
parking.

Jubilee Fields
Community Association

Jubilee Road, Shildon, County Durham, DL4 2AL
Telephone Number: 01388 775425     

Website: www.jubileefieldscentre.co.uk  E-Mail: jubileefields@btconnect.com
Registered Charity No 1107811

Men’s Social Afternoon – CREE Club

Jubilee Fields Community Centre continues to hold a men’s weekly social 
afternoon every Thursday 1pm – 3pm where men of all ages are welcome. 
A variety of activities, trips & outings along with support and guidance on 

various issues are on offer. 
The sessions are FREE and light refreshments are provided.

For further information contact the CREE Champions 
Barbara or Sally Ann at the Centre on

01388 775425

Supported by

Caprice  skaters  raise  
funds  with  bag  pack

John Parlour, Lisa Firbank, Andrea Vasey and Aysha 
Toms at the Tesco bag pack. 
Seven members of Caprice 
Roller Skating Club; Lisa,  
Kirsteen, Ava, Elisha, 
Aysha, Andrea and John, 
all took part in a bag pack 
at Tesco’s Newton Aycliffe 
supermarket to raise funds 
for the club on Saturday 
4th February.  
The amount raised was just 
short of £214 which will go 
towards the running costs 
of the club.  
A spokesperson for Caprice 
said: “The club would like 

to express their sincere 
thanks to the staff at Tesco 
who were very friendly and 
welcoming.  
“For anyone wishing 
to come along to roller 
skate, the club meets on 
a Saturday from 2.30pm at 
Shildon Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre. The cost is £4 per 
hour and all ages and abili-
ties are welcome.”
For further information, 
call Andrea on 07876 
354981.

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Matthew Jack trading as M Jack Ltd, of 14 Royal 
George Close, Shildon, County Durham, DL4 2NE 
is applying for a licence to use Unit 28, South West 
Durham Business Centre, Dabble Duck Way, off 
Redworth Road, Shildon, County Durham DL4 2QN as 
an operating centre for 1 goods vehicle and 0 trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 

10.02.17

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

On the march again. County Durham teaching assistants are asking the public to join 
them on a ‘national day of solidarity’ march in Durham City on Saturday 25th March. 

Teaching  Assistants  to  hold  
‘day  of  solidarity’  march

On Saturday 25th March, 
County Durham Teaching 
Assistants, who remain in 
negotiations with Durham 
County Council over pay 
and conditions, will be 
holding a ‘national day of 
solidarity’ march in Durham 
city centre from 9am, as 
part of their campaign 
against the local author-
ity’s plans to slash their pay 
by 23% while increasing the 
number of hours they must 
work.
In mid-December, striking 
teaching assistants secured 
a postponement of Durham 
County Council’s threat 
to dismiss and re-engage 
the county’s 2,700-strong 
TA staff at the beginning 
of January, forcing the 
authority to return to the 
negotiating table.
DCC’s Labour-led authority 
has said that a full review 
of TA job descriptions will 
take place and is expected 
to report in September.
However, teaching assistant 
representatives and negoti-
ators for Unison, the union 
that represents most of the 
county’s TAs have insisted 
that “significant progress” 
must be made by March 
or they will be forced to 
return to the picket lines.
A spokesperson for County 
Durham Teaching Assistant 
Activists, the group formed 
by TAs to fight the county’s 
proposals said: “Contrary 
to what the public may 
have heard, this dispute is 
not resolved and no deal 

has been done. 
“Unions are still in negotia-
tions and TAs are growing 
impatient with the lack of 
‘demonstrable’ progress so 
far.”
The group has led several 
high profile demonstrations 
across the county - in-
cluding several at County 
Hall - which have received 
national attention while 
UNISON General Secretary, 
Dave Prentis has pledged 
that the union will support 
striking TAs financially. 
The spokesperson added: 
“Durham TAs have had 
phenomenal support from 
across the country since 
their dispute began and 
they are now calling on 
everyone to once again 
join them in a huge show 
of solidarity on 25th March 
to ensure that the council 
knows that they are going 
nowhere and time is 
running out to resolve this 
once and for all.
“The march will be 
followed by a grassroots-
led rally at the beautiful 
Redhills, home of the 
Durham Miners’ Associa-
tion.”
In a bulletin to teaching 
assistants published on 
Tuesday afternoon, 7th 
February, UNISON said: “A 
Teaching Assistant work 
group has just been set up 
to ensure wide participa-
tion and influence from 
Teaching Assistants across 
different schools and range 
of experiences. 

“Obviously there’s still a lot 
of work to do. We expect 
to see a deal taking shape 
in the coming weeks and 
we are continuing to talk 
to politicians in Durham 
and convey the sense of 
urgency to resolve the 
dispute - but if there is not 
continued progress then 
UNISON will not hesitate to 
support Teaching Assistants 
taking further industrial 
action.”
TAs are also planning a 
second all-day vigil at 
County Hall every day 
during the half-term break. 
As with last year’s October 
break, there will be a 
permanent demonstration 
throughout the half-term 
with shifts of teaching as-
sistants volunteering to 
remain on site from 8am 
until 5pm every day from 
Monday to Thursday.
As a result of their ongoing 
campaign, in December 
Durham’s teaching assis-
tants were named by the 
Independent newspaper in 
its list of unsung heroes of 
2016.

British roller-skating champion, Emily Woods (left) with 
Spectrum skaters, Harrison Austin, Joseph Kearney, 
Hannah Godwin and Nicola Stevens.

British  champ  
coaches  skaters

It was a weekend of 
seaside, sunshine and 
skating for four skaters 
from Spectrum North 
East Roller Skating Club 
as they travelled to Great 
Yarmouth for a training 
weekend on  Saturday 4th 
and Sunday 5th February.
During their visit the four 
skaters; Nicola Stevens 
(18), Joseph Kearney (15), 
Hannah Godwin (10) and 
Harrison Austin (9), met 
and were coached by 
six-time British Champion 
Emily Woods, who is also 
currently ranked 17th in 
the world and her coach, 
Martin Pickering. 
The group trained for more 
than eight hours which 
included fun team-building 
exercises. 
During the visit, Harrison 
also passed grade 6 – an 
outstanding achievement 
as he only started his first 
roller skating lesson as a 
complete beginner with 
the club less than a year 

ago. 
Martin congratulated 
the Spectrum team on 
their hard work over the 
weekend and said clubs 
working together is the 
way forward for the sport.
Tracy Stevens, Spectrum 
Roller Skating Club Coach 
said: “Thank you to 
everyone who continues to 
support our club.  
“This has been an amazing 
opportunity for the skaters 
to learn and develop.  
“We are now getting ready 
for our first Federation 
National Competition.”
Spectrum skate at Sun-
nydale Leisure Centre, 
Shildon on Sundays from 
2.30-3.30pm.
Anyone who would like to 
learn to roller skate can 
contact Tracy on 07891 
461958.  
The club also has a social 
media presence and can 
be found by searching 
Facebook for Spectrum 
Roller Skating Club.

SUPPORT FOR CARERS
A range of support services are provided for carers of 

all ages through local carer support organisations.
Services include advice and emotional or practical support.

There’s also a Carers Emergency Support Services

If you are 18+, contact Durham County Carers Support on

0300 005 1213
If you are under 18, contact Family Action “The Bridge” on 

0191 383 2520
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Dinky DinerThe

Cafe, Takeaway & 
Delivery Service

Providing food for every 
occasion; Meals on Wheels 

Catering, Funeral Teas, Kids, 
Parties, Bulk Orders

Tel: 01325 314929 
or: 07947 594268

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10 | LICENSED 

WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Shildon Spiritualist Church, 
on Middleton Road, is 
pleased to welcome Mr 
John Marr as guest speaker 
and medium on Sunday 
12th February. 
The service starts at 6pm 
and is open to anyone of 
any religion or age. 
On Wednesdays the church 
holds an open circle at 

7pm. 
From 6th March the Sunday 
service is to be held on 
Monday evenings, starting 
at 7pm.
“Of course there will be 
refreshments and a natter 
after each service, we look 
forward to seeing you,” 
said a spokesperson for the 
church.

Spiritualists  welcome  
guest  medium

Do you know the whereabouts of this man? His name 
is Merrick (Kirk) Claughan and he is responsible for a 
number of thefts around the town. Anyone with informa-
tion as to his whereabouts it urged to contact Shildon 
Police on the non-emergency number, 101.

Do  you  know  this  
man?

This  week  in  History

Mary, Queen of Scots, is 
executed on suspicion 
of having been involved 
in the Babington Plot to 
murder her cousin, Queen 
Elizabeth I.

8 February 1587

Year-round daylight saving 
time is re-instated in the 
United States as a wartime 
measure to help conserve 
energy resources.

9 February 1942

Crowds gathered at shop 
windows in Paris to see 
Christian Dior’s New Look 
fashion - longer skirts, 
nipped-in waists and 
padded shoulders.

10  February 1947

Censorship: China lifts a 
ban on works by Aristotle, 
William Shakespeare and 
Charles Dickens.

11 February 1978

Four men break into 
the National Gallery of 
Norway and steal Edvard 
Munch’s iconic painting 
The Scream.

12 February 1994

Massacre of Glencoe: 
About 78 Macdonalds at 
Glen Coe, Scotland are 
killed early in the morning 
for not promptly pledging 
allegiance to the new king, 
William of Orange.

13 February 1692

Shanaya Atkinson-Jones with her Open Mic UK Winners 
Trophy.

Shanaya’s  singing  dream  a  step  
closer  after  Open  Mic  UK  success
On Friday 27th January, 
19-year-old former Green-
field student, Shanaya 
Atkinson-Jones and her 
mum, Belinda headed to 
Birmingham to be there in 
good time for Shanaya’s 
performance the following 
day at the Open Mic UK 
Grand Final at the NEC.  
After packing several suit-
cases for the 3-day stay, 
Shanaya’s dad, Floyd is 
convinced that Shanaya has 
all the qualities required 
of a superstar diva which, 
most importantly, includes 
the voice.
Shanaya’s story began 
back in September 2016 
with auditions, then the 
Regional Final in October, 
the Area Final in November 
and finally, having been 
selected alongside 27 
others from over 10,000 
entrants in her category,  
the Grand Final on Saturday 
28th January.  
Shanaya was the 24th to 
perform, and selected  
Jennifer Hudson’s And I Am 
Telling You as her song and 
there was no holding her 
back.
The audience was on its 
feet, the noise level high 
with cheering, whistling 
and deafening applause. 
“After all competitors per-
formed our entourage of 33 
waited with bated breath 
through guest performance 
for the results,” said mum.
As the announcements 
were made, there was no 
mention of Shanaya as the 
judges reached 3rd place 
and then, suddenly, there 
was Shanaya’s name, an-
nounced as runner up in UK 
Open Mic 2016.
“Wow!” said mum, “it 

was sheer delight to see  
Shanaya, forever humble, 
calmly step forward to 
receive her truly deserved, 
amazing accolade.
“I have had many proud 
moments to share with 
my daughter, but this is 
fantastic and tops anything 
else. We are bursting with 
absolute pride and joy.”
“Shanaya is truly com-

mitted to her singing and 
performing and will give 
everything to achieve her 
dream, and now doors are 
opening, Shanaya’s dream 
of singing professionally is 
one step closer to reality.
“Thank you to everyone 
who has supported 
Shanaya, sent in text votes 
and travelled what is now 
thousands of miles.”
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon AFC’s season con-
tinues to suffer as the latest 
shock defeat inflicted on 
the league champions saw 
them dumped out of the 
Durham Challenge Cup at 
the quarter-finals stage 
against second division op-
position on Wednesday 1st 
February. 
Billingham Synthonia were 
the visitors to Dean Street 
and employed a high press 
and swift counter-attack  
from the first whistle. 
The tactic, which took 
Shildon by surprise as early 
as last August against league 
newcomers, Ryhope CW, is 
a game plan that many op-
ponents have since adopted 
and is one that Shildon have 
yet to find an answer to, not 
least due to the lumbering 
pace of a number of their 
ageing players.
Synthonia were soon 
rewarded for their courage 
in taking the game to their 
opponents, who are twice 
winners of the trophy in 
the last four seasons, when 
they took the lead in the 
seventh minute through 
captain, Anthony Peacock.
The pacey forward was 

allowed time and space to 
progress to the edge of the 
box before slamming the 
ball into the bottom corner.
Shildon had much of the 
possession but flattered to 
deceive, often running out 
of ideas in the final third 
and attempting to force 
the ball through a packed 
central defence or failing 
to negotiate the first man 
when seeking to feed the 
ball in from wider areas.
Synthonia showed discpline 
in defence, bringing ten 
men behind the ball and 
reducing Shildon to mostly 
harmless pot shots from 
distance. Lewis Wing did 
manage to sting the palms 
of the visiting goalkeeper, 
but his saves were, in the 
main, standard.
Synners should have 
doubled their lead with 
the final play of the first 
half when a breakaway 
saw their forward beat the 
defence and keeper before   
hitting the side netting 
from ten yards with the 
goal at his mercy.
Shildon reappeared for the 
second half in menacing 
mood and laid siege to 
the Synners goal, but the 
defence was not for shifting  
until, with the visitors 
preparing to celebrate 
the final whistle, left back 
Matty Robson unleashed an 
unstoppable left foot drive 
from the tightest angle 
which crashed into the 
roof of the net to provide 
Shildon with a lifeline.
The match went immedi-
ately to penalty kicks and 
Shildon’s lethargy was once 
more their Achilles heel as 
Purewal, Greulich-Smith 
and Harwood all failed 
from the spot to hand 
the lower division side a 
deserved semi-final berth.
As the Crier goes to press, 
Shildon remain in League 
Cup contention, playing 
Second Division leaders 
Stockton Town in the 
quarter finals and have a 
slim chance of retaining 
their league title, although 
manager Bobby Moore’s 
thoughts may already be 
turning to the rebuilding 
job he has ahead of him in 
time for next season.

Shock  cup  exit  for  
Shildon AFC

Shildon AFC U12s wearing their new away strip, which was part funded by the Shildon 
AFC Supporters club lottery. 

Shildon  AFC  U12s  secure  comfortable  win  
over  Greatham
On Sunday 5th February, 
Shildon U12’s hosted 
Greatham at the Scouts 
Field.
Shildon got off to a fan-
tastic start when Liam 
Whittaker gave them the 
lead with an excellent 
headed goal in the opening 
minutes. 
Shildon went on to control 
most of the play, going 
close several times, but 
were unable to find the net 
again in the first half.
The second half started 
much the same as the first 
and Cole Layfield soon 
doubled Shildon’s lead.
Soon after, Michael Gaffney 
added a third.
With no further scoring, 
the game finished 3-0 to 
Shildon who were worthy 
winners having controlled 
the whole game.

Aidan and Aimee Forster continued their rise up the Thai 
boxing ranks with yet another successful outing, this time 
at one of the UK’s top shows, held in Barnsley Metrodome.

Aimee  secures  European  belt  
as  Aidan  wins  debut  Pro-Am
On Sunday 29th January, 
the burgeoning careers 
of Ferryhill’s Thai boxing 
siblings, Aidan and Amiee 
Forster, continued to 
flourish as the pair fought 
on the Super Sandee 
Show#3, one of the top Thai 
boxing shows in the UK, at 
Barnsley Metrodome.
Up first was 9-year-old 
Amiee, fighting an older 
and very good Dutch girl 
for a European title.
Amiee was rewarded 
for a great fight, getting 
the judges’ decision to 
be crowned European 
champion. 
Aidan too had to step up in 
class for his bout, fighting 
in his first pro-am, the rules 
of which means fighters 
can also use elbows. 
Like his sister, Aidan 
also performed superbly 
winning by unanimous 
decision. 
Both fighters train at 
Shildon under coach Gary 
MacAlister at Phoenix Thai 
Boxing Gym. 
Phoenix is holding its 
annual fight show, Time to 
Fight 3, on Saturday 29th 
April at Newton Aycliffe 

Leisure Centre, with a 
junior fight show through 
the  day and an adult fight 
show on the night.
If any individual or 
business would be inter-
ested in sponsoring a bout, 
contact Gary through his 

Facebook page - search 
for “gaz phoenix thai” on 
Facebook.
If anyone would like to 
sponsor Aidan and Amiee 
for the future, contact 
Michael Forster on 07824 
828579.


