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A Shildon resident received 
a surprise visit last week 
when officials from the 
Russian Embassy parked 
up outside her house in 

Resident’s  surprise  as  Russian  
officials  arrive  with  war  medal

Highland Gardens. 
It soon transpired that 
Embassy officials had trav-
elled from London to award 
the late Fred Ernest Allen 

with the Solid Silver Medal 
of Ushakov, on the instruc-
tions of President Vladimir 
Putin, for his services in the 
Arctic Convoy. 
However, Fred passed away 
last year at the age of 94, so 
the award was left with the 
current tenant of the house 
who told the officials that 
she was acquainted with 
the Arctic Convoy veteran’s 
daughter.
The medal, a silver circle 
with a diameter of 36mm, 
was created by the Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR and 
named in honour of Russian 
admiral, Fyodor Ushakov 
who never lost a battle 
and was proclaimed patron 
saint of the Russian Navy. 
The admiral’s bust is im-
printed onto the medal, 
alongside the inscription 
“Admiral Ushakov” in 
Russian.
Dr Yakovenko, Ambassador 
of the Russian Federation 
to the United Kingdom 
spoke fondly of the Arctic 
Convoys, describing them 
as “brilliant” and “one of 
the toughest operations in 
the allied effort to bring 

Russian Embassy officials raised eyebrows in Highland Gardens last week when a 
delegation arrived in search of an Arctic Convoy war hero.

Hundreds of signatures from locals wanting to save 
Shildon’s arches have been collected during the summer.

Baby & Toddler 
K ingdom
153 Newgate Street

Bishop Auckland DL14 7EN

Tel: 07403 304524
We have a range 

of prams 
(including Silver 

Cross, Bebecar and 
iCandy, MJ Mark, 

Baby Style), 
pushchairs, 

car seats, nursery 
furniture, Moses 

Baskets and much 
much more

Find us on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter

OPENING

 SOON!

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

24/09/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
01/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
08/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
15/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
29/10/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Blackpool Illuminations £14.50 £13.50
05/11/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 York Christmas Market £12.50 £11.50
12/11/2016 Doncaster Christmas Market £14.50 £13.50
19/11/2016 York Christmas Shopper - 
 St Nicholas Fair £15.50 £14.50
19/11/2016 Leeds Christmas Shopper £12.50 £11.50
26/11/2016 Bury Christmas Market £16.50 £15.50
26/11/2016 Carlisle Christmas Shopper £14.00 £13.00
03/12/2016 York Xmas Shopping £15.50 £14.50
04/12/2016 Manchester Xmas Shopping £17.00 £16.00
10/12/2016 Leeds Market £12.50 £11.50
10/12/2016 Liverpool Xmas Shopper £16.00 £15.00

Durham County Council has 
indicated that the new con-
sultation on the potential 
demolition of Shildon’s Mil-
lennium Arches will begin 
on 26th September and is 
expected to last a month.
Meanwhile, the Save Our 
Arches campaign group 
has been busy collecting 
signatures for its petition 
throughout the summer.
“Its been a long summer 
break,” said a spokesper-
son, “but we have been 
hard at work gathering 

signatures. We now have 
over 1,000 people who 
have said they do not want 
the arches demolished - 
more than 10 percent of 
Shildon’s population. 
“Contrast that with DCC’s 
original consultation in 
which officials claim that 
32 people - a figure we 
dispute - said they wanted 
the arches removed. Please 
visit our Facebook page, 
Save our Arches, where we 
will be announcing further 
initiatives very soon.”

Arches  group  ready  
for  consultation
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In Memoriam

Birthdays

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Happy 1st birthday Kizzy

Kaziah Ramsey

Hugs and kisses,
Aunty Zelda & Uncle David

xxx

Happy 1st birthday 
Princess

Love you so much

Kaziah Ramsey

Crazy Grannie & Grandad

Happy 1st birthday 
to my beautiful Great 
Granddaughter Kaziah

Kaziah Ramsey

All my love, Nan xxx

Always remembered
Thought of daily

Dora Ellison
18th September 2010

Love & kisses,
Fred, Yvonne, Anthony

Happy 13th birthday Elena
Lots of love

Elena Cook

From Mam & Dad xxx

16th September

Happy 13th birthday to my 
darling Granddaughter, 

Elena. Love you lots.

Elena Cook
16th September

From Nanna xx

Gibson

Devoted Husband of Anita,
loving Dad to Paul and 
Susan, and Step-Dad to 
Mark, Mandy and Lyn.

A dear Grandad to Jodie 
and Tammy. 

Also Great Grandad and 
Good Friend to many.

Will friends please meet for 
service in the Wear Valley 
Crematorium at 11am on 
Monday 19th September.
Afterwards, all are invited 
for refreshments in the 3 

Tuns.

7th September
Keith, aged 75 years, 

of Shildon
Congratulations Beautiful 
Goddaughter on your 18th 

birthday

Olivia Ramsey
September 16th

Auntie Zelda and Uncle ‘D’

18!

Congratulations on
your 18th

Love you all the world

Olivia Ramsey
September 16th

Mam, Michael, Jakey 
& JP xxx

Happy 18th
 birthday Olivia

Olivia Ramsey
September 16th

All my love,
Gran xxx

Wishing you a happy 50th 
birthday Mandy

Have a lovely day

Mandy Stewart
16th September

Lots of love,
Mam & family xx

A Shildon Alive and Holly 
Lodge Care Home fund-
raiser will take place on 
Thursday 29th September 
from  7pm-11pm at the 
Shildon Railway Institute.
The event will feature live 
music by Ian James plus 
performances from local 
singers Georgia, Matthew 
and Dylan.
Also on offer is a raffle, 
tombola and tuck shop.

Tickets cost £3 per adult 
and children go free of 
charge. They are available 
from Shildon Alive on 19 
Church Street, and Shildon 
Town Council Offices. 
All funds raised will go 
towards supporting local 
families at Shildon Alive and 
residents at Holly Lodge 
Care Home. For more in-
formation contact 01388 
417600.

Fundraiser  night

Passed Away Birthdays

Services
MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509 925

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

Man With A Van
Any distance
Single items
Ring or text

07584 412 237

Aqua Hand Car Wash
Dabble Duck Industrial Estate

Shildon. Car Wash to Full Valets
Tel: 07502 268 483

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

Durham County Council’s 
Area Action Partnerships 
(AAPs) and Wellbeing for 
Life teams have been 
working with residents and 
professionals to identify 
where help is needed, 
health-wise, and have sup-
ported the setting up of 
initiatives to tackle these 
issues with funding from a 
range of organisations in-
cluding the Durham Dales, 
Easington and Sedgefield 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group and the Durham 
County Council.
Cllr Lucy Hovvels MBE, 
chair of the board and 
Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member for adult 
and health services, said: 
“The impact being made by 
a wide variety of projects 
across our county is impres-
sive. Our partners, local 
residents and volunteers 
should be proud of their 
efforts to tackle health 
issues. 

“By involving our local resi-
dents in identifying, devel-
oping and delivering these 
initiatives we can continue 
improving the health and 
wellbeing of all the county’s 
residents.”
Cllr Brian Stephens, Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
member for neighbour-
hoods and local partner-
ships, said: “Health and 
wellbeing is an excellent 
example of how AAPs can 
take key strategic issues 
and help address them at 
a local level with local resi-
dents.
“For example, I am closely 
connected to the work of 
the Shildon Health Express, 
which sees the local AAP, 
Wellbeing for Life and 
partners working closely 
with the community to 
educate people on key 
local issues such as alcohol, 
smoking, healthy eating and 
the consumption of energy 
drinks.”

Helping  improve  
health  and  wellbeing

The Salvation Army in 
Cross Street have started a 
‘Brunch Club’ on Thursday 
mornings from 10am to 

12.30pm.
Last food orders take place 
at 12 noon.
All ages are welcome.

Brunch  Club

about victory over Hitler.” 
Addressing other veterans 
at a previous medal pres-
entation ceremony, Dr 
Yakovenko said: “It is a 
huge privilege for me to 
thank you on behalf of the 
Russian Government for the 
invaluable contribution you 
and your comrades-in-arms 
made to the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. 

“What you did 70 years 
ago, taking part in what Sir 
Winston Churchill rightly 
called the ‘worst journey 
of this world’ was extraor-
dinary even among what is 
considered to be beyond the 
call of duty. Your heroism 
will always be remembered 
in Russia and Britain. Your 
deeds will continue to serve 
as the supreme expression 
of bravery and a high point 
in human spirit.”

Posthumous  award  
of  Ushakov  medal
From page 1
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Two-year-old Ethan’s mother Emma was horrified to find him clutching a dead rat, with 
several others lying dead in the alleyway and more scuttling around in broad daylight. 

Mother  horrified  as  two-year-
old  son  plays  with  dead  rat

A mother of two has ex-
pressed her horror and dis-
belief after Durham County 
Council and her landlord 
failed to take responsibil-
ity for an infestation of 
rats which has plagued 
householders in Shildon’s 
Albert Street for more than 
a year. 
“We have lived in this 
house since June 2015 and 
the rats have been about 
since then,” said Emma 
Wales.
“We have contacted 
Durham County Council, 
our estate agents and the 
town council. As well as 
being in the alley, we can 
hear them scuttling across 
the kitchen ceiling. 
“We have asked our neigh-
bours in the street and all 
confirm that they suffer 
similar problems.
“Many have witnessed the 
rats coming out of the 

drains in the back street as 
well as being visible in the  
gardens in Market Place 
which share the back street 
with us. 
“We called Durham County 
Council last week to report 
that there were five rats 
in the street. Three were 
dead and two alive.
“I was horrified to find my 
son, who is only two, had 
picked one of the dead rats 
up and was holding it. 
“When I spoke to [Durham 
County Council] the person 
on the phone said she 
would pass my call on to 
Environmental Health but 
they would charge me £40 
if someone came out and, 
she said, at the end of the 
day they probably wouldn’t 
do anything about it with it 
being a public back street.
“I don’t see why we should 
be forced to pay £40 when 
the rats are clearly coming 

out of the drains, which are 
not our responsibility.
“My daughter is only four 
and both my children are 
now being forced to stay 
inside for fear that they 
will either pick up another 
dead rat or be attacked by 
one as they are brazenly 
scuttling around the street 
in broad daylight. 
“Several other people in 
the street have also called 
the council to complain - 
including another mother 
with a two-year-old child, 
but nothing has been done 
to help any of us. We’re at 
our wit’s end with it and 
don’t know where to turn.”
Durham County Council’s 
environmental protection 
manager, Gary Hutchinson, 
said: “We take all reports 
of rat infestations seriously 
and in May we responded 
to complaints of a problem 
in the Albert Street area. 
“We carried out an inves-
tigation which suggested 
that specific sewers in the 
area were the source of the 
problem, and requested 
that they be baited.
“Up until now, we had 
received no further com-
plaints about rats in this 
area but we are more than 
happy to investigate this 
new report and to meet 
interested parties on site 
to identify possible solu-
tions.”

Our CQC Inspection (November 2015) rated us as an 
‘OUTSTANDING’ practice for patients with long term 

conditions and ‘GOOD’ in all other areas of patient care.

Halgarth Surgery

ANNUAL FLU INJECTION
Don’t get caught out this winter:

Book your appointment now!

The surgery will be open on
Saturday 17th September &

Saturday 1st October
8.30am till 1.00pm

(Pre-bookable appointments, or just pop in if you are 
passing). Other clinics are available  from September 

onwards. Please ask at reception or call us
 to book your appointment on 01388 772 662

This service is for patients registered with the surgery who are 
in the “at risk” categories, or over the age of 65.

Accepting Patient Registrations
Practice Opening Hours

Mon 8:30am to 6:00pm | Tues 8:30am to 7:30pm
Wed 8:30am to 6:00pm | Thurs 8:30am to 6:00pm
Fri 8:30am to 6:00pm | Sat 9:00am to 12:00 noon

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Faye Callan is Shildon’s 
newly appointed Commu-
nity Liaison Officer.
She will be based within 
the safer neighbourhood 
unit for South Durham and 
will work with the team 
there to assist in reducing 
crime and anti-social be-
haviour in the locations 
her job role covers.
Faye says:  “My aim as 
Community Liaison Officer 
is to build a positive re-
lationship with the neigh-
bourhood to help prevent 
and reduce crime. 
“I hope that through 

raising the profile of crime 
prevention initiatives, I 
can work together with 
local people to solve the 
issues that cause them 
concern and tackle crime 
across the towns I will 
cover.
“I am also keen to increase 
neighbourhood watch, to 
make your streets a safer 
place to live.  
“I can’t wait to get started 
in the role and look 
forward to meeting the 
community, so if you see 
me around please come 
and say hello!”

New  Community  
Liason  Officer

Faye Callan is Shildon’s newly appointed Community 
Liaison Officer.
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PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

free local call out

Domestics Direct 
appliance repairs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish WashersTel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

LIVE IN 
SEPTEMBER

Sun 18th RAISED 
ON RADIO
Sat 24th  KARAOKE                  
Sun 25th DAKOTA       

Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS
ANYTHING MOVED 

FROM £10 | LICENSED 
WASTE CARRIER

01388 818286
07914 032280

Away on holiday on 12th Sept
 & back on 26th Sept

On the night of Monday 12th September, 24 Greenfield students were invited to the Shildon 
Town Council Offices to be recognised for their exceptional behaviour in France.

Council  recognises  students’  
exceptional  behaviour  in  France

This year the nation is com-
memorating the sacrifice 
that thousands of men 
made during the Battle of 
the Somme in France during 
1916.
Many of these men, from 
all over the world, have no 
known grave, and instead 
are remembered by having 
their names inscribed 
on the huge monument 
created for this purpose at 
Thiepval on the Somme.
Early in July, dignitaries 
from all over the world, 
including the royal family, 
gathered for a ceremony of 
commemoration.  
Young people were invited 
from France, Scotland, 
Ireland and England to take 
part as representatives of 
their local communities and 
countries. 
County Durham was invited 
to send 200 of its own 
young people (out of a total 
of 300) in recognition of the 
outstanding work it does 
in promoting international 
links, including with schools 
in France.
Greenfield Community 
College was invited to take 
part in this highly significant 

occasion, and 24 students 
(from the two campuses) 
together with two teachers 
completed a course of 
preparation (including art 
projects) before setting off 
for France.  
In France, they met and 
worked with a school they 
had been matched with, 
and on the day of the 
service of commemora-
tion they all gathered at 
Thiepval.  
The British students stood 
before French graves and 
the French before British 
graves.  
Girls laid flowers and boys 
laid wreathes on the graves, 
to symbolise that these 
people had ‘given their 
tomorrow for our today’. 
While in France, the 
students visited, amongst 
other places, the famous 
Lochnagar Crater.  One of 
the Greenfield students 
was chosen for the honour 
of meeting with Prince 
William and his wife Kate, 
his brother Prince Harry and 
the President of France.  
Another student was inter-
viewed for the BBC News 
Round programme.  The 
pictures of the students 
laying their tributes were 
shown in many national 
newspapers and were truly 
moving.
The Mayor of Shildon and 
the town council felt that 
these young people had 
represented their two 
communities, Shildon and 
Newton Aycliffe, with great 
presence and exceptional 
behaviour and that this 

could not go unrecognised.
Therefore, on the night of 
Monday 12th September, 
18 of the 24 students went 
to the town council offices 
to talk about their experi-
ence.  Each student was 
presented with a certifi-
cate of recognition by the 
Mayor, who had organised 
the occasion, and a voucher 
which could be used to buy 
a frame to display it in. 
Greenfield Community 
College was also presented 
with two certificates of 
appreciation, one to be dis-
played at each of the two 
school campuses.
The students were accom-
panied by Headteacher, Mr 
David Priestley and History 
Teacher, Mr Peter Davies, 
who had accompanied 
them to France. 
Both men expressed pride 
in the students’ accom-
plishments, self-confidence 
and behaviour.  This was 
echoed by County Council-
lor Henry Nicholson, who 
is a governor at the school, 
and the body of town coun-
cillors, led by Councillor 
Peter Quinn, who is himself 
an ex-solider and chairman 
of the recently re-founded 
Shildon branch of the 
British Legion.
A spokesperson said: “We 
would like to thank the staff 
and students of Greenfield 
Community College and 
their parents for taking the 
time to share something 
of their experience with 
the town council and the 
people of Shildon, who are 
truly proud of them.”

Ashby and Atkinson, a 
dental practice in Main 
Street, Shildon is holding a 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
coffee afternoon on 
Thursday 29th September 
from 2pm.

A spokesperson said: “We 
just want to let the com-
munity know that anyone 
can call in for a tea or 
coffee and a slice of cake 
to help raise some money 
for the charity.”

Coffee  afternoon  for  
Macmillan

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

The Shildon Spiritualist 
Church is offering a warm 
welcome to everyone for 
their Sundy Service on 
18th September.
The service starts at 6pm 
and the church’s guest 
speaker will be Monty 
Havelock.
Refreshments will also be 

available after the service 
as usual.
Additionally, the church’s 
Open Circle, which has 
been described as popular, 
will be held on Wednes-
day 21st September and 
visitors are, once again, 
invited to stay behind for 
tea and coffee.

Spiritualist  Church  
welcomes  residents
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J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

We are currently looking for an experienced 
mechanic who can work in our busy MOT 
and vehicle repair garage. Applicants must be 
able to work as part of a team and effectively 
as an individual. MOT Licence preferred but 
not essential.

Tel: 01388 778070
Email CVs to: humblesgarage@live.co.uk                

County Durham Teaching Assistants worked through the night to line the fencing at 
Durham County Council with hundreds of messages of protest ahead of the latest vote.

Teaching  Assistants  reject  
latest  offer  in  contract  dispute

County Durham Teaching 
Assistants have dismissed 
the latest offer from 
Durham County Council 
(DCC) in their ongoing 
contract dispute - before 
Unison, the union that 
represents most TAs in the 
county has sent the offer 
out to consultative ballot.
DCC are pushing ahead 
with their decision to sack 
all 2,700 of the county’s 
teaching assistants just 
after Christmas in order to 
force them onto term-time 
only contracts.
Most Teaching Assistants 
are set to lose almost 25% 
of their pay. Many are set 
to lose almost £5,000 a 
year from their salaries.
DCC, whose initial offer was 
rejected in consultation by 
99.7% of TAs, prompting the 
council’s decision to sack 
all 2,700 staff - normally a 
decision of last resort and 
one that have never previ-
ously been taken by DCC.
In the latest offer, which 
was ratified at an Extraor-
dinary Meeting of the 
cabinet on Wednesday 
14th September, council-
lors agreed to a two-year, 
rather than the initial 
one-year compensation for 
loss of salary. 
The offer does not affect 
the dismissal proposal, 
which will go ahead.  The 
offer also comes with a 
take it or leave it warning 
that if TAs do not accept 
the proposals, the offer 
will be removed and revert 
to the initial terms.

Unison are expected to 
consult with TAs on the 
offer with the result 
expected to be announced 
on 29th September. 
However, a spokesper-
son for the TA-organised, 
County Durham Teaching 
Assistant Activists group 
(CDTAA) disagreed that 
the offer was new and the 
group rejected it ahead of 
the consultation exercise 
while issued a stinging 
rebuke of local Unison 
representatives, whom the 
group accuse of not doing 
enough on their behalf in 
negotiations with County 
Hall. 
“It is not new; it is merely a 
delay in implementing the 
original offer,” said CDTAA. 
“Would you accept a small 
lump sum of your own 
money now so that you can 
have a huge pay cut later?
“Unions are suggesting this 
is the best that may be 
achieved with negotiation. 
“It does not mean that 
it is the best that can be 
achieved with industrial 
action. 
“Unions have delayed a 
strike ballot time and time 
again and we must let them 
know we are prepared to 
strike to keep what we 
were promised and are 
more than worthy of.” 
In response Unison refute 
the charge: “Ever since 
Durham County Council 
announced the move to 
term-time contracts earlier 
this year, Unison has been 
working tirelessly – both 

behind the scenes and in 
public – to win a better deal 
for teaching assistants,” it 
said in a statement on its 
national website.
Teaching Assistants have 
also claimed that they are 
already paid a term-time 
only salary but that it was 
agreed decades ago to 
split the payment over 12 
months, both for ease of 
administration and so that 
they did not have to sign 
on for welfare payments 
during school term breaks. 
A spokesperson for DCC 
said: “The vast majority 
of teaching assistants are 
contracted to work term 
time but are actually paid 
as if working whole time 
i.e. paid the same as other 
council employees on the 
same grade but actually 
work less weeks per year.
“Their salary is divided 
into 12 equal monthly 
payments, just as for all 
other salaried employees 
of Durham County Council.”
The CDTAA group has also 
written to Dave Prentis, 
General Secretary of 
Unison, to express their 
lack of confidence in  their 
local union. 
Mr Prentis, in a speech 
at the Durham Miners’ 
Gala, urged DCC to “get 
[the dispute with teaching 
assistants] sorted,” and 
promised to “personally 
intervene” if an agreement 
could not be reached. 
CDTAA are now asking Mr 
Prentis to deliver on his 
promise.

There’s a new ‘stop 
smoking’ clinic 
based in Costa 
Coffee, Shildon. 
It runs every Monday 
from 1.30-3.30pm.
On 9th September, 
the outreach team 
of Smoke Free Life 
County Durham 
went around in a 
cigarette costume 
(named Big Cig) to 
let people know 
about the new clinic 
and make them 
think about quitting 
smoking. 
A spokesperson said: 
“We had a lovely day 
meeting the busi-
nesses in Shildon 
and connecting with 
the local commu-
nity.”

New  ‘stop  smoking’  
clinic  in  Shildon

Big Cig pictured with a local busi-
ness owner. 

Shildon Police have received 
complaints from concerned 
parents about bullying in 
Hackworth Park. Parents 
report how their children’s 
enjoyment is being spoilt 
by a minority of young-
sters who consider it their 
mission to upset others who 
are innocently playing.  
The parents who report this 
kind of behaviour are some-
times reluctant to speak to 
the police because they are 
fearful their children may 
face repercussions. The 
police find it frustrating 

that when they speak to the 
parents of the culprits they 
aren’t always co-operative 
and try to defend their 
child instead of taking and 
parental responsibility. 
They said that some parents 
need to realise that disci-
pline starts from a good 
home. Shildon Police have 
been increasing patrols in 
Hackworth Park.
Parents who want talk 
about the bullying of their 
child can contact 101 or 
email michael.robson@
durham.pnn.police.uk.       

Parents  urged  to  
take  responsibility

Lacy’s Landscapes 
of Shildon

General Garden 
Maintenance

Grass Cutting | Hedge 
Cutting & Reduction | 

Turfing etc.
Domestic & Commercial

Tel Brian on
07538 741 196
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No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Fore Bondgate, Bishop Auckland
Newly refurbished - NEW DJs

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY - 3 PLASMA SCREENS
DRINK PROMOTIONS - SHOWING LIVE SPORTS

PINT OF STELLA 
£2

ALL DAY EVERY DAY 

House To Rent
One bedroom flat in Byerley 

Road, Shildon and one 
bedroom flat in Cockton Hill 

area, Bishop Auckland
Two bedroom flat in St Helen, 

Auckland
No Bond

Guarantor may be required
From £70 per week

07725 310 971

On Wednesday September 7th, members of the Salvation Army and Methodist Church and 
invited guests gathered to celebrate the opening of their job seekers support service.

Launch  of  new  project  to  help  
job  seekers  is  celebrated

On Wednesday September 
7th, members of the Salva-
tion Army and Methodist 
Church and invited guests 
gathered together at the 
Salvation Army Citadel in 
Soho Street in New Shildon 
to celebrate the opening of 
their job seekers support 
service. 
The scheme has been set 
up to replace the service 
formerly provided in Old 
Shildon, which ended when 
the People’s Centre sadly 
closed its door for the last 
time. 
Funds remaining after 
the Centre closed were 
donated to the Salvation 
Army and have been used 
to set up a replacement 
service at its premises in 
Soho Street, New Shildon.
Job seekers can come 
along and receive assis-
tance in using the comput-
ers from volunteers from 
the Methodist Church and 
the Salvation Army, who 
are jointly working on the 
project.
Users can access the 
government’s web-based 
provision and also access 
coaching on basic skills 
such as using a keyboard.  
At the moment the service 

is available twice a week, 
but it is hoped that as the 
number of service users in-
creases, more sessions can 
be added.
Leader of the Town Council 
and a former trustee of the 
People’s Centre, Councillor 
Allan Walker commented 
on how delighted he 
was that the service lost 
when the People’s Centre 
closed has been revived 
and renewed, especially 
as it is being provided in 
a different part of Shildon, 

giving better access to job 
hunting support to people 
from that part of the town.
Anyone who is looking for 
a job, lives anywhere in 
the area and would like 
some help and support 
on a one-to-one basis in 
a warm and friendly en-
vironment, contact the 
Salvation Army on 01388 
777358 or pop in to either 
the Methodist Hall (near 
the Town Council offices in 
Old Shildon) or the Citadel 
in New Shildon. 

After three second places 
this season, Dave Snowball 
finally came in first at the 
Old Shildon Working Men’s 
Club (WMC) leek show on 
Saturday 10th September. 
Dave showed 263 cubic 
inches and also won the 
intermediate and long leeks 
categories. 
Brian Richardson was 
second in the pot leeks with 
204 and Gary Richardson 
came third with 167.
Dave also won the two 
dressed onions.
Barry Lowery won the 
parsnips and Brian Walton 
the tray of vegetables and 
long carrots. 
In the flower section, Barry 
Lowery won the sprays, the 
three chrysanths, and the 
vase of flowers.
Brian Richardson won the 
three dahlias and the car-
nations.
The club would like to thank 
sponsor Phillip Blackett 
Locksmith. They would 
also like to extend their 

thank you to a sponsor of a 
previous show, held at the 
Civic Hall on Saturday 27th 
August: John Richardson 
Construction who donated 
£100 towards that show. 
On the same day, the King 
William show was held at 
the Fox and Hounds. Joss 
Aldworth won his fourth 
show of the season with 
312 cubic inches, Barry 
Woodward was second with 
144 and R. Hirst came  third 
with 140. 
Joss also won the inter-
mediate and long leek 
sections, and the tray of 
veg and two fresh pulled 
onions. 
Barry Lowery won the shal-
lotts and stump carrots, 
and Ian Thompson won the 
three flat-bottomed onions 
and tomatoes. In the flower 
section, T Laybourne pretty 
much cleaned up!
The club heads to Elm Road 
WMC next Saturday for the 
traditional last show of the 
season.

Dave  Snowball  wins 
a  first  at  Leek  Show

Barry Lowery won the vase of flowers in the flower sec-
tion at the Old Shildon WMC’s show.

@_TheChapter_
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The MoTor Shop
2 CheapSide, Shildon, 01388 773654
• All types of number plates supplied
• All types of keys cut
• Immobiliser batteries
• Photocopying & Fax service
• Car Batteries (with 2 year guarantee)

www.themotorshop.co.uk
Est 1979Open Mon-Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm - Sat 8.30am - 2.00pm

Open Bank Holidays 9am - noon. Closed Sundays.

A remembrance coffee 
morning was held at 
Holly Lodge Care Home, 
Maddison Street for the 
Battle of the Somme (which 
took place between July 1st 
and November 18th 1916.

Residents of the car home 
enjoyed the coffee and 
cakes and listened to the 
readings and music supplied 
in the remembrance pack 
by the Royal British Legion 
(RBL).

Coffee  morning  
remembers  Somme

Residents drank coffee, feasted on cakes and listened to 
readings and music supplied by the Royal British Legion.

Past and present parents, staff and youngsters came along to celebrate the centre’s 
achievements over the last ten years.

Shildon  Children’s  Centre 
celebrates  ten-year  anniversary

A wonderful day was had 
by all last Saturday at 
the Children’s Centre in 
Byerley Road.  
Past and present parents, 
staff and youngsters went 
along to celebrate the 

centre’s achievements over 
the last ten years.
Manager Kim Roberts was 
presented with a bouquet 
and she and all her staff 
were sincerely thanked for 
all their hard work over the 

years.  
Kim and her staff would 
like to thank everyone who 
went along on the day and 
contributed in any way to 
make the event the great 
success that it was.

St Mark’s Church in Eldon is 
having an Autumn Fair on 
Saturday 24th September 
with light lunches being 
served from 12 noon and 
the fair opening at 1pm.    

A spokesperson said: “We 
will be having the follow-
ing stalls:   Cakes, Pre-
serves, Mary’s Mixtures, 
Gifts, Crafts, Tombola.
There will also be a raffle.

Autumn  Fair  at  St  
Mark’s  Church

There promises to be a 
great night full of music, 
dancing and laughter at the 
Shildon Civic Hall on Friday 
23rd September, with a 
7.30pm start. This two-hour 
show of entertainment is 

courtesy of the local talent. 
There will also be a raffle. 
All proceeds will go towards 
the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI). Tickets 
are £3 each and payable on 
the door.

RLNI  charity  show

Car  and  tea  event
Middridge Village Hall will 
be hosting a classic car 
and afternoon tea event 
on Saturday September 
24th between 3 and 5pm. 
There will be an opportu-
nity to browse the cars, 
chat to the owners and 
then head inside for an 

afternoon tea featuring 
home made cakes and 
scones. All proceeds go 
towards the upkeep of the 
village hall.
A spokesperson said: 
“Places are limited, so if 
you are interested, get 
there early.”

the population.
Mia Thomas covers harrow-
ing topics such as life in the 
‘slums’, drugs, alcohol, the 
‘fallen women’, the ‘re-
markable miser,’ ‘fighting 
navvies’ and the slightly 
surreal. As the result, the 
book, which has been de-
scribed as a “must read”, 
promises to be a real eye 
opener which will make 
readers wonder how any of 
their ancestors managed to 
survive the century intact.
Those interested in reading 
about intense subjects, 
learning about Victorian life 
or being in constant awe of 
their predecessors should 
buy this book!

Fans of Victorian nonfic-
tion can rejoice: The Empty 
Hand - A poor life, the 
second book by Shildon 
author Mia Thomas, is on 
sale at the Town Crier, 
Sweet Greetings and all 
Shildon newsagents for just 
£10. 
The book is lengthier than 
the author’s first book, 
Echoes of Shildon’s Past 
which takes a look at life 
in the Victorian-Edwardian 
age,  and more visual, 
containing ninety images 
within its six chapters.
The darker aspects of Vic-
torian life are highlighted 
such as the abject poverty 
which killed one-third of 

Shildon  author’s  second  book  
promises  to  be  an  eye  opener

The front cover of Mia 
Thomas’ second book,  which 
promises to be an eye opener.

Members of Shildon 
Chamber of Trade have 
agreed the latest bonuses 
available through the 
loyalty card scheme.
Loyalty cards cost £5 
annually and entitle the 

owner to a discount at 
almost 30 participating 
local businesses. 
Full details of all offers 
and participating busi-
nesses can be found on the 
Chamber of Trade web-

New  loyalty  bonuses  agreed  
by  Shildon  businesses

site’s Loyalty Card Offers 
page at shildonbusinesses.
co.uk.
“The loyalty card is a great 
way to support local busi-
nesses and get something 
back,” said a spokesman.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

There were no winners 
at the latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters’ Club lottery, 
drawn on Sunday 11th 
September at Shildon AFC 
Social Club. However, D. 
Dent won the consolation 
prize of £25.

Last week’s numbers were 
4, 13, 16, 17, 18 and 20.
The jackpot now rolls 
over to £450 and players 
are this week required 
to select the winning 6 
number combination from 
19 numbers.

Jackpot  rolls  over

Shildon striker Paul Connor (9), puts the Railwaymen ahead at Morpeth, but the home 
side would score twice in the second half to claim all three points.  Photo: Martyn Tweddle 

Shildon  relinquish  top  spot  
after  first  defeat  of  season

Three draws and a defeat 
in their last five league 
games have seen Shildon 
slide from a command-
ing early lead in Northern 
League Division One to 
occupy fourth place ahead 
of the midweek visit of 
Guisborough to Dean Street 
on Wednesday 14th Sep-
tember.
FA Vase holders Morpeth 
Town subjected the Rail-
waymen to their first defeat 
of the season at Craik Park 
after Shildon had taken the 
lead through Paul Connor 
in the first half.
But a goal before the 
break and another midway 
through the half were 
enough to claim all three 
points for the home side.  
Shildon started the match 
the brighter and in the 
first five minutes both Paul 
Connor and Sam Hodgson 
had shots well blocked by 
’keeper Karl Dryden.
At the other end, on 23 
minutes Shildon’s ’keeper 
Nick Liversedge made a 
brilliant one handed save 
from Ben Sayer.
On the balance of play, 
Shildon deservedly took 
the lead on 27 minutes 
when a Lewis Wing free 
kick was fumbled by the 
keeper and Connor stepped 

in to convert the rebound.
However, six minutes 
before the interval 
Morpeth levelled when 
Luke Carr found Michael 
Chilton who scored from 
close range.
Buoyed by the equaliser, 
Morpeth came out stronger 
in the second half and 
went ahead on 68 minutes 
when a cross was headed 
on by Chris Swailes to Paul 
Robinson who turned his 
man and fired past Liv-
ersedge.
Shildon pressed for the 
equaliser and were unlucky 
on 81 minutes when a long 
range free kick by Lewis 
Wing hit the post with 

the keeper stranded, and 
in time added on Paul 
Connor’s shot was well 
saved to preserve the 
points for the home side.
Shildon are now six points 
behind joint leaders, North 
and South Shields and a 
point behind local rivals, 
Newton Aycliffe.
On Saturday (17th Septem-
ber) Shildon will be looking  
to forget about their dip in 
league form as they travel 
to the Cumbrian coast in 
search of an FA Cup upset 
when they take on Work-
ington AFC of the Northern 
Premier League Premier 
Division in the Second 
Qualifying Round.

This week the seniors 
within  Shildon Running 
Club were concentrating on 
the Great North Run (GNR).
As is tradition, the Running 
Club provided baggage offi-
cials for the GNR, doing an 
excellent job ensuring that 
the baggage is received 
and looked after for the 
runners during their run to 
South Shields. 
This year there was an ex-
cellent showing of 15 club 
members running the GNR, 
all did themselves proud on 
what turned out to be a hot 
day for distance running 
with only a couple of cases 
of mild sunburn reported. 
The 13.1 mile course from 
central Newcastle to South 
Shields was completed by 
Jonathon Marshall in an 
outstanding time of 1:20:51 
in 199th position overall.
Matthew Lomax was the 
next Shildon runner in 
1:35:51 with David Beadle 
putting in an excellent 

time of 1:41:36.
Hazel Johnson was the first 
Shildon lady to complete 
the course in a time of 
1:45:51. Simon Butterworth 
came back in a time of 
1:49:43 closely followed by 
David Johnston in 1:51:13.
Anthony Richard Trowles 
finished in 1:54:34, Helen 
Race was next in 1:59:12, 
Stephen Curry crossed the 
line in 2:01:38. David Little 
ran the course in 2:05:16 
with Andrea Lowery in 
2:06:24 and Michael Robson 
in 2:06:31. Annie Pluse ran 
in 2:23::01 with Lesley But-
terworth in 2:48:01.
John Gray continued his 
long standing tradition of 
completing every Great 
North Run since it was 
launched in 1981, complet-
ing his run in 2:54:00.
A spokesperson for the 
Running Club said: “Con-
gratulations to all, whether 
volunteering or running at 
this year’s event.”

Running  Club  at  
Great  North  Run

Saturday saw Shildon 
Railway Cricket Club’s final 
home game of the season 
in the Darlington Building 
Society North Yorks & South 
Durham Premier Cricket 
League Division Two.
Visitors Wolviston batted 
first and were soon in 
trouble as Bret Upton 
(3-28), Rob Nevison (4-10) 
and skipper Greg Upton 
(2-14) skittled the side out 
for 72 in the 34th over. 
The Upton brothers were in 
no mood to hang about and 
raced to a comprehensive 
win in only the ninth over, 
with Greg and Bret both 
undefeated on 51 and 15 

respectively. 
Saturday sees the final 
game of the season as 
Shildon travel to Feethams 
to play Darlington. 
On Saturday 24th Sep-
tember the club holds its 
Annual Presentation Night 
at 7.30pm at the BR. 
All players, supporters, 
sponsors and friends are 
invited along to help cel-
ebrate what has been a 
very difficult season.
“Please come along and 
enjoy this event and if you 
can, please bring a prize 
donation towards the end 
of season draw,” said a club 
spokesman.

Brothers  race  to  win  
in  season  finale

A 4-1 win at home to 
Sunderland Oddies last 
Saturday gave Shildon AFC 
Over 40s their first win of 
the season.
After going a goal behind 
early on, Stephen Hoare 
got the equaliser and the 
first half finished all square. 
Plenty of changes were 
made with the 16 man 
squad throughout the game 

and later goals from Steffan 
McGowan, Harry Thompson 
and a goalkeeping assist 
got the reward of 3 points.
Ian McMahon, with some 
excellent saves in goal, and 
a man of the match per-
formance from Gary Jones 
ensured the victory. 
The side’s next game is 
away to Redcar Town on 
Saturday 17th September.

Over  40s  get  first 
win  of  season 


