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With only two weeks to 
go before the third annual 
Shildonbury festival, or-
ganisers have promised to 
deliver an even bigger and 

Two  weeks  to  go  before  third  
annual  Shildonbury  festival

better event this year, with 
80’s pop icons T’Pau and 
Aswad headlining the jam-
packed line-up.
Led by singer Carol Decker, 

T’Pau enjoyed huge chart 
success in the late 1980’s 
with hits such as ‘Heart 
and Soul’, ‘Valentine’ and 
‘China in Your Hand’, which 
spent five weeks at number 
1 in the UK charts; while 
fellow headliners Aswad 
will be performing their 
unique reggae sound, in-
cluding their 1988 number 
1 hit, ‘Don’t Turn Around’.
Local talent has not been 
forgotten by organisers, 
with supporting acts in-
cluding a host of bands 
from the region such as 
Shildon based four piece 2 
Dot Men, who’s set is influ-
enced by indie bands like 
The Fratellis, Catfish & the 
Bottlemen and the Arctic 
Monkeys; 4 My Sins, a local 
rock band with a set of hard 
rocking tunes; and the ex-
tremely popular North East 
band The Scandals, who 
are sure to have everyone 
on their feet once again 
with their covers of hits by 
the likes of Oasis, Madness 
and Pulp.
Organisers will also be wel-
coming on stage Soul Elite, 
who will inject a dose of 

Carol Decker, lead singer of T’Pau, will be one of the performers headlining the 
Shildonbury event.

Durham County Council 
(DCC) has indicated that 
a new consultation on 
Shildon’s Millennium arches 
is likely to take place in 
September after the initial 
consultation was deemed 
inadequate. 
There was a public outcry 
when the County Council 
announced that town 
centre improvements, 
scheduled to take place 
ahead of the visit to Lo-
comotion Museum of the 
Flying Scotsman, would 
also include the demolition 
of the three arches. 
Built just 16 years ago in 
celebration of the Mil-
lennium, the arches are 
now considered by many 
as icons of the town, 
celebrating its railway 
heritage. Two arches 
provide a gateway to the 
town centre with the third 
spanning the town square, 
which also pays homage to 
Shildon’s railway history.
An emergency town 
council meeting, called by 

Cllr Garry Huntington to 
discuss the shock proposal, 
saw the town council 
debating chamber packed 
with angry members of the 
public.
Town Councillors were at 
pains to point out that they 
had at no time been con-
sulted by Durham County 
Council, while many pro-
tested that DCC’s initial 
consultation had been in-
adequately advertised.
A campaign group called 
Save Our Arches has since 
been set up and a petition 
has so far gathered over 
1,000 signatures from 
townsfolk. 
It subsequently emerged 
that during DCC’s con-
sultation, held at Shildon 
Library, the destruction 
of the arches was only 
discussed with visitors who 
directly engaged council 
officers while printed ma-
terials focussed entirely on 
the town centre improve-
ments without mentioning 
the proposed demolition.

September  date  for  
Arches  consultation  

Book online at
www.garnettscoaches.com

or call 01388 604419

05/08/2016 Edinburgh £17.00 £16.00
05/08/2016 Alton Towers Admin not inc £18.00 £16.50
06/08/2016 Scarborough. £13.50 £12.50
06/08/2016 Leeds Shopping £12.50 £11.50
06/08/2016 Xscape Yorkshire Admin Not inc £13.50 £12.50
06/08/2016 Edinburgh Zoo £15.00 £14.00
06/08/2016 Blackpool £13.50 £12.50
06/08/2016 Whitby £11.50 £10.50
07/08/2016 Mystery Tour £11.00 £10.00
07/08/2016 Holy Island and Berwick £13.00 £12.00
08/08/2016 Light Water Valley Admin Not inc £11.00 £10.00
10/08/2016 Skipton Pennine 3 Hour Boat Cruise £30.00 £29.00
12/08/2016 Forbidden Corner admin Not inc £10.00 £9.00
13/08/2016 Blackpool £13.50 £12.50
13/08/2016 Whitby £11.50 £10.50
13/08/2016 Liverpool Shopping £17.00 £16.00
13/08/2016 Scarborough. £13.50 £12.50
15/08/2016 Edinburgh Zoo £15.00 £14.00
17/08/2016 York £12.00 £11.00
17/08/2016 Xscape Yorkshire Admin Not inc £13.50 £12.50
17/08/2016 Eden Camp £12.50 £11.50

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Shildon Railway & Institute
Saturday 6th August

Top Class Artist

Ian Joseph 
+ Roger’s Disco (He’s back!)

Tickets £3 c/c
50/50 Dancing on Sat 27th August
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In Memoriam

Birthday Memories Announcements

Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Providing a caring personal service available 
24 hours a day,  7 days a week.

Shildon Funeralcare
Elm Cottage, 85 Church Street, DL4 1DT 
01388 774 853
www.coop.co.uk/funeralcare

Funeralcare
Door

Repair
Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Beth Makepeace
27th July

Loads of love on your 13th 
birthday

Have a great time!

From Nanna, Granda, 
Auntie Debra, Uncle Paul, 
Shannon, Blake, Nathan 

and Grace xx

Laura Wendy
Thompson

31.07.42
Loving birthday

Memories of a very 
special Mam 

When someone you love 
becomes a memory

That memory becomes a 
precious treasure

Always in our thoughts and 
hearts

Gary & Angela

Shirley Lawrance
Happy 50th 

birthday Aunty Shirley

Lots of love, 
Jamie & Dawn

xx

Beth Makepeace
27th July

Have a brilliant 13th 
birthday Beth!

Love you loads 
and loads

Mam, Dad & 
Anna
xxx

No cards to give
Just birthday wishes sent 

with love

Joan Jimmieson
2/8/2016

90th birthday

All our love,
Pam, Jean, Celia, Phillip

& families xxx

Laura Wendy
Thompson

Died 29th Nov 2015
Aged 74 (31st July 2016)
Her first birthday away 

from home
You were a wife in a million

Why did you have to go?
You meant the world to me

I really loved you so,
If I had one choice today

It would not be hard,
I wish that I could have 

you here
To give you your birthday 

card
Devoted Mam of Angela 
and Gary, dear Mother-

in-law of Peter and a 
treasured Gran and 

Great-Gran.

All my love, 
George

Much-loved Sister to Bill 
and Sister-in-law to Susan

Thank you for being my 
sister

Miss you

Ann Milne
Died Sunday 17th July 2016

Bill

Beloved wife of the late 
Tommy

Irene Robinson
Of 8 West Road

23rd July
Peacefully at Holly Lodge 

Care Home

Will friends meet at the 
Wear Valley Crematorium 
at 12 noon on 2nd August
Then later at Old Shildon 

Workingmen’s Club
Sadly missed, from all the 

family

Ron Bennett

We your family miss you
In the house where you

 used to be,
We wanted so much to

 keep you
But God willed it not to be,

Now you are in
 God’s keeping

You suffer no more pain
So, dear God, take care of 

him
Until we meet again

29/7/14

Two long years without you. 
Missing you & thinking of 

you constantly, love always 
Pat xx

Forever in our thoughts, 
love you and miss you, all 
our love Julie & Graham, 

Dawn & Michael, Rachel & 
Amy xx

Passed Away BirthdaysBirthdays

Kevin and Joanne 
Wilson

Would like to thank 
everyone who joined 

them to celebrate their 
marriage on 23rd July 

2016 and also for all the 
kind gifts they received.

Shirley Lawrance

Congratulations and lots of 
love on your 50th birthday, 

Shirley

Love Karen & 
David

xx

Child’s cardigan
Found in St John’s Church on 

Saturday
Contact the Town Crier on 

775896

Love Ashley and Jason
xx

Happy 50th Birthday Mam
Enjoy your special day

50!

Shirley Lawrance
2nd August

Found

Services
Man with Van

Cheap and Reliable 
Local or National

Tel Colin on 07845 316041

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

Timothy Martin Clements, 
25, of John Terrace, Coro-
nation, pleaded guilty to 
charges of assault and 
criminal damage, when 
he appeared at Newton 
Aycliffe Magistrates’ Court 
recently.
Just before midnight, on 
Friday 8th July, Clements 
and another person 
knocked on the door of a 
house in the same village 
and entered.
Clements hit the occupant, 
who lived there with his 
partner, several times, 
threw a computer to the 
floor and kicked over a tel-
evision stand.
Police were called, causing 
Clements to leave the 
premises. Later, he told 
police that he had been at a 
barbeque and believed that 
the victim, who also had 
been there for a time, had 
taken £20 from a purse.
The victim, who denies 
taking the cash, made a 
statement to the court 
in which he said that he 
now felt afraid in his own 
home and that he intended 
moving out. 
The court heard that 
Clements had made full 

admissions to the offences 
and that he owed the court 
£789 in fines. 
Matters were then stood 
down in order for the Pro-
bation Services to interview 
the defendant and report 
back to magistrates. 
The court heard that 
Clements had been 
removed from mainstream 
education due to his dis-
ruptive behaviour, had 
attempted suicide at the 
age of fifteen, had been 
adopted but no longer had 
contact with his adoptive 
parents or his birth mother. 
He had problems with 
alcohol and cocaine in the 
past and had served time in 
prison. 
He has a heart condition 
and is being examined for 
potential bi-polar disorder.
The Probation Service 
stated that they believed 
Clements was a high risk to 
the public and highly likely 
to re-offend.  
Magistrates imposed a six 
month community order, 
to include five rehabilita-
tion days and ordered the 
defendant to pay £200 in 
damages and £50 in com-
pensation.

Victim  afraid  in  own  
home  after  assault

The 5p bus has no longer 
been able to make sched-
uled visits to Park View and 
Middleton Road in Shildon 
due to budget constraints.
The cancellation has had 
an immediate effect.
A spokesperson said: 
“Thank you for your 

support for our service 
over the years and I apolo-
gise for any inconvenience 
caused by the cancellation 
of the service. 
“Should finances allow, 
we may be able to review 
our scheduled visits in the 
future.”

5p  bus  cancelled 

@ShildonCrier

Barry 
Kipling

Auto Body Repairs

07786 067 358
01388 607 167

Scratches, bumper scuffs, 
dents, alloy wheels

Please call or I can come to 
you!

Hackworth
Ind Estate

Shildon 
DL4 1HF

St  John’s  Brownies  and  2nd  
Shildon  Guides  celebrate

The end-of-term barbecue was a  wonderful day, blessed with good weather and giant 
bouncy castles. 
Members of Shildon St 
John’s Rainbows and 
Brownies, along with the 
2nd Shildon Guides, held 
their end-of-term barbecue 
on the scouts field in 

Shildon on Friday 15th July.
They were very lucky with 
the weather, rain having 
taken place earlier on in 
the day.
All retired Guiders were 

invited and appeared to 
have a good time, as did 
the Brownies. A spokesper-
son said: “Happy holidays 
everyone. Stay safe and see 
you in September.”

Busy Bees Charity is 
having a trip to Redcar 
on Wednesday 3rd August, 
leaving the King William at 
9.30am.

The fare is £8 for both 
adults and children.
For more information or 
to book your seat, contact 
01388 774519.

A  trip  to  Redcar  
with  Busy  Bees

Soul and Motown into the 
mix, as well as 60’s band 
The Fabs, rockers Ordinary 
Affair, and funk and soul 
band Groovetrain.
A spokesperson for event 
organisers, Wannasee, 
said, “With a brilliant 
range of live music on the 
outdoor stage, kids’ en-
tertainment and rides, a 
wide range of food and bar 
prices that won’t hurt your 
wallet, this will be THE 
way to spend a summer’s 
day.”
The event is taking place 
on Saturday 13th August 
between 1pm and 11pm. 

Those attending are 
welcome to take along 
folding chairs, blankets 
and a picnic. Under licens-
ing restrictions alcohol is 
not permitted to be taken 
into the event, however, 
there is a fully licensed bar 
on site. Tickets can be pur-

Shildonbury  event  in  two  
weeks’  time

chased in advance at www.
shildonbury.co.uk at £15 
for adults and £5 for 14-17 
year-olds. They can also be 
purchased on the day for 
£20 and £10 respectively. 
Children are free when 
accompanied by a ticket-
holding adult.

From page 1
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The  Shildon  Community   celebrates  the  
arrival  of  the  Flying  Scotsman   

On Saturday a community 
celebration took place in 
Shildon in the Town 
Square, St John’s Church, 
the Sid Chaplain Library, 
Shildon AFC and Hack-
worth Park.  
This was made possible by 
the hard work and co-op-
erative efforts of a range 
of organisations, commu-
nity groups and individu-
als.  Everyone, including 
the Town Council, was 
supporting the efforts of 
the Chamber of Trade to 
take people from Locomo-
tion up into the town.  
An Eden bus ran between 
the Timothy Hackworth 
end of the Locomotion 
site and the town centre, 
provided by The Chamber 
of Trade and supported by 
local county councillors. 
It was used by people from 
Shildon visiting the Flying 
Scotsman and visitors 
coming up to Shildon from 
the museum. 
Sponsorship of the events 
came from Smith Roddam, 

The Chamber of Trade, 
Shildon Town Council, the 
Mayor and Chilton Cycles.  
The event was opened at 
10am by Mayor, Trish Pem-
berton, who launched the 
Cycling Challenge.  Anyone 
completing the challenge 
put their name into a 
raffle for a bike generously 
donated by Chilton Cycles.  
For every mile cycled, 
the Mayor donated £1 to 
her charities: the NSPCC 
and Butterwick Children’s 
Hospice.  This and a raffle 
at the Mayor’s civic event 
raised over £500.
The events in the newly 
refurbished Town Square, 
made spectacular by 
a display of railway-
themed knitting, (includ-
ing a brightly coloured 
hat perched on Timothy 
Hackworth’s head),  en-
compassed a range of of-
ferings by the Lanchester 
Brass Band, the Tykes and 
Tearaways, pipers, clowns 
and the cycling challenge.   
The PA (Public Address) 

system in the square was 
valiantly manned all day 
by Derrick Robinson.
Down at Locomotion, a 
highlight for visitors was 
a knitted version of the 
Flying Scotsman.
St John’s Church hosted 
a number of wonderful 
exhibitions and looked 
fantastic with at least 350 
coming through the doors 
during the day, many re-
turning for second visits.
These included displays on 
Timothy Hackworth and 
Methodism, the history of 
St John’s Church and the 
life of its community today, 
Shildon Alive, the Brus-
selton Incline Group, pho-
tography of the Stockton 
and Darlington Railway 
today, knitting with a 
religious theme, railway 
art by John Wigton, and 
local history and railway 
art by Shildon’s own Local 
History Society.
Highlights were the won-
derful cream teas provided 
by the ladies of the church 

and the NUR banner used 
in the 1984 campaign to 
save the Shildon Wagon 
Works, made available to 
the public by the Auckland 
Railway Group.
Guests of honour were 
Lord Derek Foster and his 
wife. 
Lord Derek Foster was MP 
for the Bishop Auckland 
constituency at the time 
of the Save the Shildon 
Wagon Works campaign 
(which he helped to lead).
People were also encour-
aged to visit Timothy 
Hackworth’s grave in the 
churchyard.
An exhibition of artwork 
by local artist John Ashley 
was mounted at Shildon 
AFC, with the support of 
the British Legion, newly 
re-established in Shildon.
In the Sid Chaplin Library 
the library stayed open all 
day and provided child-
friendly railway themed 
activities and hosted a 
display by the Auckland 
Railway Group on ‘The 

First Five Miles’ of the 
Stockton and Darlington 
Railway. 
Their book was on sale 
and the exhibition is re-
maining in place for a few 
more days.  More than 280 
people visited the library 
on Saturday alone.
Many people enjoyed the 
events and activities on 
offer as the range of pho-
tographs show. 
The Mayor said: “A sincere 
thanks goes to everyone 
who took part or sup-
ported these events in any 
way whatsoever – whether 
by performing, knitting, 
baking or giving their time 
to make this all happen.  
However, the day didn’t 
just bring the community 
together: Shildon gained 
thousands of pounds of 
positive free publicity, 
both on the TV and in print 
over the last two weeks.”  
A full list of contributors 
will be provided in next 
week’s Crier where more 
photos will be published. 

People  queued to see the star of the show:  the Flying Scotsman. Clowns offered entertainment in the Market Square.

A highlight for visitors was a knitted version of the Flying Scotsman. The Mayor, Trish Pemberton, launched the cycle challenge.
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The Probation Services 
will provide magistrates at 
Newton Aycliffe with a pre-
sentence report when Mark 
Anthony Nixon returns 
before the court on 16th 
August. 
The 29-year-old, of Cedar 
Grove, Shildon, pleaded 
guilty to being in breach 
of a Sexual Harm Preven-
tion Order, which had been 
made at Teesside in June 
2012. 
Last month, on 22nd June, 
officers saw Nixon in the 
front garden of a house in 
Jubilee Road.
Nixon approached the 
officers, as he realised he 
was prohibited from being 
in the company of a child 
under the age of sixteen, 
unless under supervision.
Officers spoke to the oc-
cupants of the house and 

it was explained that Nixon 
was a friend who was 
helping them with work 
on a car and that the 12-
year-old boy, who was in 
the garden, had spent the 
morning in the house with 
friends who were visiting. 
The boy had come to no 
harm and other adults had 
been nearby.  
Nixon had previously seri-
ously breached his order 
in 2011 and received a sus-
pended prison sentence. 
In 2014 he had been given 
a community order for a 
further breach. 
Last month, Nixon had 
appeared in court for a 
matter of driving offences.
Magistrates released Nixon 
on conditional bail, re-
quirements ordering that 
he must not attend an 
address in Jubilee Road.

Pre-sentence  report  
requested

Chilton residents Gina 
Starling and Abby Horner 
will climb Ben Nevis on 18th 
September in honour of 
Abby’s grandmother, Linda 
Horner who died earlier this 
year after a short battle 
with cancer. 
The climb, which takes 
place on the late Linda’s 
birthday, will also raise 
money for Marie Curie, a 
charity organisation which 
provides care and support 
for people living with 

terminal illness and their 
families. 
Linda Horner lived in 
Chilton for twenty years 
and had many friends in the 
area.
Before moving to Chilton, 
Linda lived in Shildon where 
she was born and raised.
A JustGiving page has been 
set up for donations and 
sponsorships. 
To make a donation, visit 
www.justgiving.com/abby-
gina.

Chilton  girls  to  climb  
Ben  Nevis  for  charity

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

A summer raffle will be 
drawn in aid of Children 
In Distress on Friday 19th 
August.
Lots of prizes can be 
won including a pamper 
hamper, ladies gold watch, 

meercat toys, jewellery, a 
silver dummy, sweets and 
much more.
The staff at Children in 
Distress would like to thank 
everyone for their kind do-
nations and loyal custom.

Summer  raffle

Mayor of Shildon, Trish Pemberton, with Lord and Lady Derek Foster. Lord Derek Foster 
supported the campaign in 1984 to save the Shildon Wagon Works from closure during 
his days as an MP for the Shildon and Bishop Auckland Constituency.

Mayor’s  “Tea  in  the  Park”  and  
visit  to  Locomotion

To support the celebra-
tions which took place in 
Shildon town centre on 
Saturday 23rd June,  the 
Mayor of Shildon, Trish 
Pemberton, invited local 
mayors and other civic 
guests to visit the town for 
‘Tea in the Park’ before 
visiting Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum 
in Shildon and star guests, 
the Flying Scotsman and 
the Union of South Africa.
The guests of honour 
were Lord and Lady Derek 
Foster, who arrived early 
to visit St John’s Church, 
where a number of exhibi-
tions were taking place. 
The visit was extremely 
poignant for Lord Foster, 
who, in the days when he 
was the MP for the Shildon 
and Bishop Auckland Con-
stituency, helped lead and 
support the 1984 campaign 
to save the Shildon Wagon 
Works from closure. 
He was able to see the 
National Union of Rail-
waymen banner, that was 
used so effectively in the 
campaign, on display for 
the first time, hanging 
proudly on the steps in the 
church nave. 
Several people who spoke 
with Lord Foster had been 
employed at the works 
and were on the London 

marches with him.
The guests, including 
MP Helen Goodman and 
County Councillor Brian 
Stephens, arrived at the 
Rest House in Hackworth 
Park and enjoyed a won-
derful tea provided by 
local catering staff.
Everyone was royally en-
tertained by the Durham 
Constabulary Brass Band 
who performed in the 
bandstand. 
Local residents came along 
to share in the entertain-
ment and enjoyed the 
sunny weather, buying ice 
cream from the van in the 
park.
At 4pm everyone moved on 
to the visit at Locomotion 
where Gary Campbell, the 
manager of the museum, 
had a surprise in store.
Instead of individual, self-
guided visits, the mayors 
and other guests were 
given a real treat: an in-
troductory talk by Museum 
Curator, Anthony Coulls, 
on the steam train and 
a visit to the cab of the 
Flying Scotsman.    
Everyone went away 
singing the praises of 

Shildon – the wonder-
ful park (which many of 
them did not even know 
existed), the warm and 
friendly hospitality of the 
people and the way that 
Locomotion had made 
them welcome as visitors 
to the town. 
The Mayor of Shildon said: 
“Hopefully many of them 
will want to return to 
enjoy more of what we 
have to offer. 
“Many expressed an inten-
tion to return with their 
grandchildren to visit the 
Flying Scotsman.”
The Mayor’s raffle and 
sponsorship of the cycling 
challenge in the Town 
Square raised at least £500 
for the NSPCC and the But-
terwick Children’s Hospice 
and the final total may be 
more.     
Trish Pemberton added: 
“Thank you to everyone 
who made this event such 
a success, especially the 
Town Council staff and 
the staff and volunteers 
at Locomotion, who gave 
us permission to park at 
the museum and made the 
visit feel so special.”

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Variety  of  summer  events   
at  Shildon  Library
On Monday 25th July, a 
series of summer events 
will begin at Shildon Library 
which will last throughout 
July and August, courtesy 
of the Durham County 
Council Library Service, 
the Arts Council England, 
the Reading Agency and 
local county councillors.  
These events are all 
dedicated to providing 
activities for children to 
celebrate 100 years of one 
of the world’s favourite 
storytellers – Roald Dahl.
The events are designed to 
encourage youngsters to 
maintain their reading skills 
during the long summer 
holidays and include a visit 
from Mr Fox for a craft 
workshop on Thursday 
28th July at 2pm, another 
workshop hosted by Roly 
Poly Bird the following 

Thursday at the same time, 
a Teddy Bears Picnic for 
children under 7 on Monday 
8th August at 2.30pm, a 
‘Tortoises’ craft workshop 
on 11th August at 2pm and 
a Cartoon workshop with 
Liz Million (sponsored by 
local councillors) on 16th 
August at 10.30am.
Activities cost £1 per child. 
A spokesperson said: 
“Come along, be creative 
and have a whale of a time 
celebrating all that is won-
derful about the world of 
words and imagination.
“But remember - places 
are limited so advance 
booking is advisable and 
children under 8 must be 
accompanied by an adult.”
Anyone wanting to find 
out more about what is 
happening in the library 
this summer can download 

the app sol.us/read or 
phone the library on 03000 
269529.  
Alternatively, visit the 
Durham County Council 
website page at durham.
g o v.u k /a r t i c l e/8 0 2 5/
Summer-library-events and 
click on Shildon library.
A third option is to email 
the library on Shildon.lib@
durham.gov.uk  or visit big-
friendlyread.org.uk.

Police say many motor-
ists are making it ‘easy 
pickings’ for car thieves 
by leaving their vehicles 
unlocked – in some cases 
overnight.
Research carried out 
recently for offences in 
the South West Durham 
area showed that around 
40 per cent of all thefts 
from vehicles took place 
from cars or vans which 
were left unsecure.
A spokesperson for Durham 
Constabulary said: “In 
the last month there has 
been a spate of incidents, 
including one victim who 
left their car open all 
night with the keys in the 
ignition.
“Luckily the thieves did 
not take the vehicle on 
this occasion. However the 
owner will have to explain 
their actions to their in-
surance company.”
Another victim left their 
vehicle unlocked over-
night. On their return 
they discovered someone 
had stolen their iPhone, a 
sum of cash and credit and 

debit cards.
They then spent a number 
of hours on the phone to 
the bank cancelling every-
thing and awaiting new 
cards.
“It is unbelievable that so 
many people are making 
life easy for the thieves by 
not ensuring their vehicles 
are left locked and 
secure,” said Detective 
Inspector Paul Phillips.
“The research shows that 
almost half of all such 
crimes could easily be 
prevented if owners took 
more responsibility.
“There is little the police 
can do if members of the 
public carry on leaving 
their vehicles unlocked 
and valuable items in full 
view. 
“You might as well leave 
a note on the windscreen 
telling the thieves to help 
themselves.
“Owners may not be able 
to claim on their insurance 
if it can be established 
the property was left on 
view, and your vehicle is 
unsecure,” said DI Phillips.

Police  warn  of  easy  
pickings  for car  thieves

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

TEL: 01388 777606

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

Raids have been carried out 
across the North East region 
to target suspected drug 
dealers.
In total, eleven people 
were arrested and more 
than 10 properties were 
targeted across the North 
East as part of the action by 
Durham Constabulary.
Homes were raided in South 
Hetton, Haswell, Ryhope, 
South Shields, Shildon, 
Hartlepool, Peterlee, 
Shotton Colliery and Bishop 
Auckland.
All those arrested were held 
for conspiracy to supply 
class A drugs.
They are currently being 
interviewed by detectives.
The action forms part of 
Operation Sledgehammer, 
which was launched in 2010 

to combat organised crime 
in County Durham and Dar-
lington.
Leading the investigation, 
Detective Inspector Graeme 
Pallas of Durham Constabu-
lary, said: “Today’s action is 
a result of a long running, 
ongoing police investigation 
which aims to tackle  those 
suspected of being involved 
in drugs offences. 
“We are determined to dis-
mantle, disrupt and destroy 
the networks of those 
involved in drug dealing 
who blight our communi-
ties.”
Anyone with information 
about drug-dealing in their 
area can call the police on 
101 or call Crimestoppers 
confidentially on 0800 555 
111.

Drugs  raids 
across  region

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

This  week  in  History

On this day in 1978, Louise 
Joy Brown, the world’s first 
baby to be conceived via 
in vitro fertilization (IVF) 
is born at Oldham and 
District General Hospital in 
Manchester, England.

25 July 1978

In the 11th hour of World 
War II, Winston Churchill is 
forced to resign as British 
prime minister following his 
party’s electoral defeat by 
the Labour Party.

26 July 1945

On this day in 1949, the 
world’s first jet-propelled 
airliner, the British De 
Havilland Comet, makes 
its maiden test-flight in 
England.

27 July 1949

One month to the day after 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
of Austria and his wife were 
killed by a Serbian nationalist 
in Sarajevo, Austria-Hungary 
declares war on Serbia, ef-
fectively beginning WW1.

28 July 1914

Off the coast of Gravelines, 
France, Spain’s so-called 
“Invincible Armada” is 
defeated by an English naval 
force under the command 
of Lord Charles Howard and 
Sir Francis Drake.

29 July 1588

On this day in 1818, 
novelist Emily Bronte 
becomes the fifth-born of 
the six Bronte children, 
three of whom will grow 
up to write fiction.

30 July 1818

SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of sensory 
loss, including equipment to try, contacts for support 
groups, and help for people who want to return to 
work or start work can be 
arranged by phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/sensorysupportteam
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Letters
Have your say...
Dear Editor,

Like many other folk connected to Shildon, 
I was eagerly looking forward to the Flying 
Scotsman visiting our town. 
However, I am writing three days into the 
event to express my disappointment in the 
organisation of the event resulting in the 
event being of no benefit whatsoever to the 
town in general and local businesses.
As a result of traffic congestion, resulting 
from “The Great Farewell” two years ago, it 
was decided to introduce a “park and ride” 
scheme for the Flying Scotsman event. 
An unbelievably ill-conceived scheme was 
drawn up whereby the park and ride buses 
would depart from Bishop Auckland and 
Sedgefield. 
Due to the inconvenience and mileage 
involved, this scheme was grossly under used 
and a minimal number of people used it to 
visit the town.
Furthermore, a wide “no parking” zone 
was introduced around the museum itself 
resulting in visitors having to park cars an 
unjustifiable walking distance from the event.
Up to now this event has been of no benefit 
whatsoever to the town and can only be 
described as an abject disaster due to the 
planning.
With a degree of scepticism, I await the 
publication of a letter in your publication 
from our Mayor praising the event and 
claiming how much benefit it has been to local 
businesses.
Serious questions need to be asked of 
themselves by those involved in the planning 
of the event.
Yours sincerely,
Norman Smith

Dear Editor,

A wonderful day was had by all who attended!
As Chairman for Shildon’s Chamber of Trade 
I cannot think of a better response. 
A lot of time and effort was put into 
Saturday’s  Flying Scotsman Welcome Event 
and it was nice to see such a good turn out.  
The free Eden shuttle bus worked tirelessly all 
day thanks to Graeme who even ate his lunch 
on the go.  
The amazing burst of colour and hard work 
provided by Knit and Knatter from St. John’s 
proved an exceptional talking point.
The exhibitions at the Library and St.John’s 
also proved popular.  
Shildon Chamber of Trade’s motto is “Working 
together as one and I think this weekend 
proved that point.
It’s always nice to give something back to the 
community who support Shildon’s Businesses.
A special thanks goes to Shildon Town Council 
for their help in supporting our event and 
thanks also to Durham County Councillors 
Henry Nicholson and Trish Pemberton for 
their support and contribution also. 
Yours sincerely, Chris Bowman
Chairman of the Shildon Chamber of Trade

An appeal has been made 
for the identification of the 
owner of three young horses 
who have been on the loose 
for nearly a week at the 

Millenium Green / Highland 
Gardens area. Anyone with 
information can contact the 
police on non-emergency 
number 101.

Police  seek  identity  
of  horse  owner

St John’s Church is holding 
a coffee morning on 
Saturday 30th July from 

10am to 11.30am. 
There will be a cake stall 
as usual.

Coffee  morning  at  
St  John’s  Church

Ron Hogg has 
used some 
of his budget 
to imple-
ment helpful 
services and 
initiatives for 
young people, 
offenders 
and victims 
of crime 
in County 
Durham.

Innovative  services  to  improve  
lives  and  help  people  keep  safe
Residents, businesses and 
victims of crime have more 
opportunities to access 
services and support, 
compared to previous 
years, says a report pub-
lished today.
Some of the initiatives 
of the last financial year 
include a new Victim Care 
and Advice Service across 
County Durham and Dar-
lington with a new Live 
Link system for victims to 
give evidence by video in 
court without being face 
to face with the perpetra-
tor, and a new Community 
Peer Mentors Project. 
In the latest Annual Report 
for 2015-16 published by 
Ron Hogg, the Police, Crime 
and Victims’ Commissioner 
(PCVC) for County Durham 
and Darlington, Ron en-
courages victims of crime 
or anti-social behaviour to 
seek the support available 
to them.
Ron said: “It was a really 
successful year, for 
instance implementing 
new services for victims 
and the vulnerable and im-
proving engagement with 
communities.
“I have worked closely 
with partners and I would 
like to thank them for the 
tremendous effort they 
have put into helping im-
proving the lives of our 
residents.
“Support has been made 
available for those suffer-
ing from long-term neigh-
bour disputes or anti-social 
behaviour, and vulnerable 
people can seek help from 
isolation and victims of 
crime can get support 
from the recently commis-
sioned Victim Care and 
Advice Service.
“My annual report also 
provides information 
about how I have spent 
my budget, including the 
£150,000 I awarded, jointly 
with County Durham 
Community Foundation, 

to local projects. These 
projects included services 
to young people, victims 
and offenders.
“I am also working with 
partners and the business 
community across the 
region to help businesses 
to stay protected from 
threats such as cyber-
crime.
“Another successful ini-
tiative last year, aimed at 
reducing re-offending in 
the community, is the 
voluntary adult offender 
scheme Checkpoint, which 
has seen a 90 per cent 
success rate in its first 
phase.

“This scheme targets low 
and medium level offend-
ers at the earliest stage 
of the criminal justice 
process. As well as offering 
them an alternative to 
prosecution and giving 
them the opportunity to 
turn their lives around, 
this scheme also helps 
reduce the number of 
future victims of crime 
throughout County Durham 
and Darlington.”
To view Ron’s Annual 
Report, and find out more 
about how to can access 
the services available, 
visit: www.durham-pcc.
gov.uk.

JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

A driver of a black Volk-
swagen car was cut from 
his vehicle after a collision 
near Shildon at 8.20am on 
Wednesday 27th July.
The collision with a lorry 
occurred at traffic lights 
near Redworth Hall on the 
A607, where the Volkswa-
gen was waiting.
Damage was done to a 
third vehicle but the oc-

cupants were unhurt.
The driver of the Volkswa-
gen was fully conscious 
and talking to paramed-
ics after the accident, 
however, the extent of his 
injuries and those of the 
lorry driver are not yet 
known.
The A607 between Shildon 
and Redworth was closed 
for several hours.

Man  cut  from  car  
after  collision
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Shildon AFC returned home with the James ‘Hammy’ Glen Memorial Cup. 

Scottish  silverware  for  Shildon  
AFC  after  tournament  victory

Shildon AFC celebrated a 
successful pre-season trip to 
Scotland by returning home 
with the James ‘Hammy’ 
Glen Memorial Cup after a 
four-team two-day tourna-
ment in North Ayrshire.
The Railwaymen were 
invited to join three Scottish 
Junior clubs - the Scottish 
equivalent level to Eng-
land’s non-league football - 
in the James Glen Memorial 
Tournament, hoasted by Kil-
birnie Ladeside FC who play 
in the West Super League 
Premier Division.
Also participating in the 
tournament were Wishaw 
Juniors FC and Shildon’s 
Saturday opponents, Ru-
therglen Glencairn - the 
defending tournament 
champions.
The tournament format 
meant that the winners of 
Saturday’s matches would 
meet in the final on Sunday 
while the losers would 
compete in the 3rd/4th 
place play-off game. 
Ladeside were first to 
take the field on Saturday, 
playing Wishaw Juniors, 
and the tournament hosts 
ensured they would be 
playing for the trophy on 
Sunday with a comfortable 
3-1 win.
Shildon were next up 
playing cup holders, Ruther-
glen Glencairn.
In an even, no-scoring first 
half, it was Glencairn who 
came closest when a shot 

from distance was tipped 
onto and over the bar by the 
Railwaymen’s new ‘keeper, 
Nick Liversedge.
Early in the second half it 
was Shildon who took the 
lead when the assistant 
awarded a dubious penalty 
after the ball appeared to 
strike a defender’s thigh.
Anthony Bell stepped 
forward and converted the 
penalty with ease, sending 
the ‘keeper the wrong way. 
Shildon then took control 
of the game and looked like 
they would coast to the win 
until a calamitous mix-up 
at the back allowed  Del 
McNab to steal the ball and 
smash it into an empty net. 
With no further scoring, 
penalties were required 
to decide the outcome 
and it was Shildon, with a 
perfect conversion rate who 
knocked out the holders 
5-4 and progressed to the 
final, Anthony Dempsey the 
unlucky player hitting the 
woodwork with Glencairn’s 
second penalty.
After an exciting 3rd/4th 
place play-off, edged 3-2 
by Glencairn after coming 
back from a 2-0 deficit, it 
was on to the final between 
the hosts and the furthest 
travelled.
Shildon started well, domi-
nating long spells of the 
first half, but were unable 
to make the breakthrough 
their play deserved.
Ladeside came out in the 

second half looking to 
assert home advantage and   
forced an excellent reaction 
stop from Liversedge from a 
close range volley.
But Shildon patiently made 
their way back into the 
game and, in the 70th 
minute, opened the scoring 
when Mickey Rae guided 
home a Mark Doninger pass.
Four minutes later the same 
pair combined after Bobby 
Moore returned a cleared 
corner into the box  for 
Rae’s and Shildon’s second. 
With time running out, 
Ladeside again forced an 
excellent low stop from Li-
versedge.
With four minutes remain-
ing, a defence-splitting ball 
found Doninger, who bore 
down on goal before slotting 
Shildon’s third and sealing 
the match and the tourna-
ment for the Railwaymen. 
And there was further good 
news for the Northern 
League champions this 
week when David Ferguson, 
last season’s Blackpool 
captain, signed for the club 
on Tuesday 26th July, after 
starring in the weekend 
tournament. Ferguson, who 
played 40 times for Black-
pool in League One last 
season, was without a club 
after being released by the 
crisis-hit Seasiders. 
As from 6th August the Club-
house will be open every 
Saturday from 12 noon until 
11pm. 

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club’s first team travelled to 
Maltby for the North Yorks 
and South Durham Premier 
Cricket League Division 2 
game last Saturday with 
players still missing due to 
injury. 
With two main line bowlers 
out of the side, Shildon had 
to dig deep, as hosts Maltby 
chose to bat on a benign 
wicket on a sticky hot after-
noon. Maltby batted their 
full 50 overs posting 223 for 
6 and must have felt that a 
win or winning draw was on 
the cards.

However, a real team 
effort saw the Railwaymen 
reach their target in the 
48th over, losing only four 
wickets.
Michael Lumley (58), Bret 
Upton (43), Greg Upton  (35) 
and Rob Nevison (34 not 
out), helped to ensure the 
win, which leaves the side 
in third place. 
This weekend the team has 
the day off as the division 
has an uneven number of 
teams due to the major 
re-structure of the league 
which will be completed at 
the end of the season.

Team  effort  gains  
victory

Shildon AFC Over 40s are 
having a pre-season match 
against Cobblers Hall on  
Saturday 30th July with a 

kick off of 10.30am at Hack-
worth Park.  A spokesperson 
said: “Old and new players 
are very much welcome.”

Shildon  AFC  Over  40s  
pre-season  match

Shildon now has a new 
team of under 8s.
The team is made up of the 
following players: Owen, 
Jack, Brandon, Brody, 
Isaic, Devon, Kian, Jack 
and Blake.
The u8s had a friendly 

match against Darlington 
on Saturday and showed 
great spirit and a fantastic 
team effort.
A spokesperson said: “Keep 
up the good work boys.  
Can’t wait to see what the 
rest of the season brings.”

Shildon  has   a   new  
under  8s  team

The new under 8s played a friendly match against 
Darlington on Saturday where they showed team spirit. 

Shildon  defend  Cup
Shildon AFC hope to defend 
the JR Cleator Cup on 
Saturday (30th July) when 
they take on Marske United 
in the traditional curtain-

raiser to the Northern 
League season.
The match takes place at 
Dean Street with a 3pm 
kick-off.


