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Save Our Arches cam-
paigners have formed a 
steering group to manage 
their campaign to reverse 
Durham County Council’s 
decision to demolish the 
town’s Millenium Arches.
The campaigners have 
received the backing of 
Millenium Arches architect 
and master planner of the 
town centre, Bill Kataky.
Mr Kataky met campaign-
ers ahead of an emergency 
meeting of Shildon Town 
Council, bringing with him  
some interesting artefacts, 
including an Environ-
ment Award presented by 
Durham County Council 
recognising the contribu-
tion the Town Square 
design “has made to im-
proving the Quality of the 
County’s environment.”
At the meeting, cam-
paigner Julie Ramsey was 

nominated as the group’s 
spokesperson. She said: 
“It was very interesting to 
listen to Mr Kataky, who 
was able to give us some 
useful insights into the 
original project.
“For Durham County 
Council to now say - after 
years of neglect - that the 
arches are too expensive to 
maintain, is an outrage.
“We also consider their 
figure of £120,000 to 
maintain the arches to 
be highly unrealistic and 
question how it was arrived 
at. We expect to carry out 
an independent survey for 
comparison.”
The group is interested in 
hearing from anyone who 
would like to contribute 
to the campaign and have 
set up and email address, 
saveourarches@gmail.com, 
for people to get in touch.

Steering  group  formed 
to  Save  Our  Arches  

When the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service helicop-
ter had to land in a residen-
tial area of Shildon recently, 
the incident prompted one 

Barbara  raises  money  for  Air  
Ambulance  after  Shildon  incident

local resident to begin a 
fundraising effort for the 
service. 
“A massive crowd of 
people gathered round 

and I thought to myself, if 
everyone here gave just 
50p each, we’d probably 
raise hundreds of pounds 
for this service,” said 
Barbara Warrior, who lives 
yards from where the Air 
Ambulance landed at Larch 
Avenue. 
Just days after the incident, 
Barbara was visting her 
mother’s home where a car 
crash again necessitated 
the use of the Air Ambu-
lance. 
“It just goes to show 
how vital a service they 
provide,” said Barbara.
Harriet Langston, Public 
Liaison Officer at GNAAS, 
said: “We would like to 
thank Barbara for the funds 
she has raised following the 
incidents close to her and 
her family. Donations like 
this from members of the 
public help us to raise the 
£4.5 million each year to 
keep us operating our three 
aircraft and saving lives 
across the region.” 
For more information 
about the services GNAAS 
provides and where your 
money goes, visit great-
northairambulance.co.uk/
where-your-money-goes.

Barbara Warrior and husband, Peter, presented Harriet Langston of Great North Air 
Ambulance Service with a cheque after family and friends contributed to their fundraising. 

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TWO MEALS FOR £10
(Restaurant only. Excluding Clem’s Special)

Recently refurbished 28 Seater Restaurant
Or if you fancy a drink, try our Bishop Auckland 

branch which is fully licensed. 01388 665955.

OAP SPECIAL
Small Fish & Chips, Tea, Bread & Butter, £5.20

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

facebook.com/saveourarches
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Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

In Memoriam

Birthday Memories

Anniversaries

Classifieds cost 35p 
per word plus £6 for an 
optional photograph.

The deadline for 
submissions is noon 

every Tuesday.

Happy 80th Birthday

Thomas Snowdon
14/6/16

Lots of love from
Janet, Garry, Carly, Mark

Chris, Jess and hugs 
and kisses from Heidi

xx

Norma Dent
10th June

Our dearest friend 
would be 40 today.

Love and miss you Norma

Your forever friends, 
Joan & Yvonne

Happy Birthday Angel
xx

Darryl and Holli
Meadows

June 12th

Have a wonderful first 
wedding anniversary

Lots of love from Mam,
Dad, Emma, Lee, Sophie,

Charlie, Jessica, Mark, John 
and Jessica xxxx

Emma Tweddle
9th June

Have a wonderful 30th 
birthday Emma. We love

you so much!

Love from Mam, 
Dad,

Holli, Darryl, 
Jessica,

Mark, John & 
Jessica

xxxx

Emma Tweddle
9th June

Lots of hugs and kisses on
your 30th birthday Mammy.

You are the best Mammy
we could wish for!

From your two 
little treasures, 

Sophie
& Charlie xx

9th June
With all my love on your 

30th birthday, Emma

Love you!
Lee xxx

Emma Tweddle

11 June 2009
Those we love don’t go

away. They walk beside us 
every day

Loved always
Beryl and family xxx

John Metcalf

Shane Norman
8th June

Happy 21st Birthday
Hope you have a fantastic

birthday

Love, hugs & kisses,
Mam, Dad, Greg, 

Grandma,
Macey, Kelly & Lisa

xxxxxxx

9th June 2013
Loving husband, Dad 

& Grandad
We cannot bring the old
days back when we were

all together
But loving thoughts and 
memories will stay with 

us forever

With love always from 
Sandra, Rebecca,

Krissy, Lewis 
and Annabelle

John Bell

Happy 40th Birthday

Love Mam, Claire, 
Katie, Ste and kids

Nicola Alderson

40!

Nicola Alderson
Happy 40th 

Birthday to my wife

Love Darren

Happy 40th 
Birthday Mam

All our love,
Ross & Hannah

Nicola Alderson
Still loved

Still missed 
every day

Christine, Catherine
Louise and families

Tommy Morland
10/6/2006

14th June
Happy 80th Birthday

Lots of love & best wishes

From Grace 
& Garry xxxxxx

Thomas Snowdon
(Tot)

Greg
7th June

Love from us all
xxxx

Happy 25th Birthday

Birthdays Birthdays

Father’s Day falls on Sunday 
19th June and this year the 
Co-op Funeralcare in Church 
Street have a Remembrance 
Tree in the window and are 
inviting those who would 
like to leave a tribute to a 

father or special person on 
the tree to call in at their 
funeral home on a weekday 
between 10am and 2pm or 
email their chosen words 
to shildon@letsco-operate.
com.

Father’s Day 
Remembrance Tree

The latest draw for the 
lottery took place on 
Sunday 5th June at 8pm in 
the Shildon AFC Social Club 
and six tickets struck the 
jackpot. 
The lucky winners took 
an equal share of the top 
prize of £900, taking home 
£150 each after matching 
all six numbers in the draw.
The numbers out of the bag 
were: 2, 5, 6, 7, 9 & 10.

The next meeting of Dene 
Valley Parish Council 
will take place at Prince 
Bishops Primary School, 

A spokesperson for the 
Supporters Club said: 
“Congratulations go to B 
Hodgson, S Brown, A Dick-
inson, R Nash, D Matthews 
and J Wheatley who all 
correctly predicted the 
winning numbers.”
This week’s numbers will 
now reset to 6 from 20 with 
the jackpot for correctly 
matching all six sitting at 
£400.

Dene Valley, on Monday 
13th June at 6.30pm.
The meeting is open to the 
public.

Six  share  lottery  
jackpot

Dene  Valley  meeting

The deadline for 
Father’s Day messages 
in The Crier is noon on 
Tuesday 14th June. 

Messages can be 
dropped off at the Crier 

offices or emailed to 
crier@talk21.com

FATHER’S DAY 
SUNDAY 19TH JUNE

Services
Robert’s Property 

Maintenance
All home and garden work 

undertaken. Call for a free quote.
07494 942 557

Services
MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

SELL YOUR 
PROPERTY 
FAST

Whatever the reason 
you need to sell your 
house quickly, we are 
here to take away the 

stress and give you 
peace of mind

CALL TODAY ON
07917 881852

Event safety 
information for 

organisers
If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety
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Friends of Cameron Gosling, including Matty Wraith, centre, who jumped in to the River 
Wear to try to save his best friend after he got into difficulties. 

‘Dying  to  be  Cool’  is  hard-hitting  
message  of  summer  campaign

Cold water shock kills 
– that’s the simple yet 
hard-hitting message a 
new campaign aims to get 
across to County Durham 
teenagers this summer.
As groups of friends make 
for the county’s rivers, 
lakes, reservoirs and 
quarries over the coming 
months focused only on 
enjoying themselves, 
many will be unaware of 
the dangers posed by the 
temperature of the water 
before they enter.
Yet cold water shock, the 
body’s short term invol-
untary response to being 
suddenly immersed in cold 
water, can be fatal.
The Safe Durham Part-
nership (SDP), supported 
by the family of County 
Durham cold water shock 
victim Cameron Gosling, 
has launched ‘Dying to 
be Cool’ - a campaign 
which will seek to get this 
message across.
The partnership, made up 
of Durham County Council, 
Durham Constabulary and 
Durham and Darlington Fire 
and Rescue Service and 
other partners, is targeting 
ten to sixteen year olds and 
will be rolling out a poster 
campaign through schools 
and social media.

Representatives from the 
partnership will also visit 
schools to deliver assem-
blies on the dangers of cold 
water shock.
They will be showing pupils 
a video shot at the spot 
where Cameron died, fea-
turing some of his friends 
who were with him at the 
time and his mum, Fiona.
F o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
Cameron, a pupil at 
Parkside Academy in Wil-
lington, went to the River 
Wear near Bishop Auckland 
with friends on a sunny day 
in July 2015.
Without acclimatising 
himself, he jumped into 
the water, got into difficul-
ties and died.
Fiona, who is pushing for 
water safety to be added 
to the national curriculum 
under the hashtag Cam-
paigningforCam, said: 
“Cameron’s friends had 
paddled in the water 
before swimming but he 
jumped straight in and 
his body went into shock 
as a result of the sudden 
change in temperature.
“Had he known of the 
dangers of cold water 
shock, we might not have 
lost a loving son and friend.
“We want to educate young 
people on this little known 

killer and fully support 
what Dying to be Cool is 
trying to achieve.
“We don’t want other 
people to have the hole in 
their lives that Cameron 
has left in ours.” 
One of Cameron’s best 
friends, thirteen-year-old 
Matty Wraith, was part of 
the group which went into 
the river, and tried to save 
him.
He said: “I jumped in after 
him. I was with him and 
then we went under a few 
times and then he just 
went. 
“I managed to grab onto 
a log and tried looking for 
him but he did not come 
back up.
“You miss him loads, you 
just want him to be there.”
Laura Cowan, 14, was also 

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS 
Friendly, local, affordable service established for over 23 years

Call us for a free no obligation quote/advice 

01388 235394 

Large selection of fabrics with matching wallpapers available 

Poles & tracks supplied & fitted

Duchess  Drapes Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Garage Wanted

Large garage 
wanted to rent 

in the Shildon area 
for a

vintage car

Phone: 
01388 777414

Continued on page 6

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

07760 886 769

All aspects of internal 
and external plastering 
covered. Damp proofing 
specialist. Call today for 

your free quotation

LJL Plastering  
Services 

On Saturday 4th June, 
Cadet Abigail Charlton (13) 
from Shildon, her fellow 
cadets and staff from 
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets joined with ex-
cadets, parents and invited 
guests to mark 75 years of 
the Air Cadets.
The guest of honour, Vice 
Lord Lieutenant of County 
Durham, Alasdair MacCo-
nachie OBE DL, inspected 
the squadron before the 
service and handed out 
commemorative medals 
following the service. 
The service was led by 
Father R McTeer at St 

Peter’s Chapel, Auckland 
Castle, who extoled the 
virtues of the Corps motto 
‘Venture, Adventure’.
Abigail said: “It was a real 
honour to meet the Lord 
Lieutenant. The service 
at St Peter’s Chapel is an 
event I will never forget.”
2505 (Bishop Auckland) 
Squadron Air Cadets meets 
on a Monday and Thursday 
from 7pm in the Reserve 
Forces Centre, St Andrews 
Road, Bishop Auckland. 
For more information 
about the Royal Air Force 
Air Cadets see the RAF 
website at www.raf.mod.
uk/aircadets/.

Air  Cadets  mark 
75th  Anniversary

Vice Lord Lieutenant of County Durham, Alasdair MacCo-
nachie, escorted by Flt Lt Ian Pepper RAF.VR(T), greeting 
Cadet Abigail Charlton from Shildon whilst on the parade.
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Help 
to Buy
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Saturday 18th June 2016
Hackworth Park 

St. John’s Road, Shildon
10 am – 5 pm

Hosted by Royal British Legion, Shildon Branch

Thanks to: 
Shildon Town Council, 
Shildon Community Bus and 
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon for 
their support.

The day will include: 
Members of the Regular and Reserve 

Armed Forces, Veterans, Cadets & Chelsea 
Pensioners; Shildon AFC Football Demo; 

Karate Demo; Aycliffe Pipes & Drums Band; 
Royal British Legion Bikers; Truck Show;  

Funfair & Children’s Rides; Craft Stalls; Raffle;  
Food; Licensed Bar & Mobile Coffee Van.
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High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Reunited classmates, Craig Box, Christine Wilson, Julie Bell and the Gooch Twins, 
Carol and Jill, take advantage of the photo booth at their Class of ‘79 reunion

Sunnydale’s  Class  of  ‘79  
reunite  at  Elm  Road  Club

Saturday 28th May saw the 
class of of Sunnydale Com-
prehensive School 1974-79 
hold a school reunion at 
Elm Road Club in Shildon.
The event was attended by 
100 ex-pupils and former 
teachers.
1979 was a long time ago 
and many things have 
changed. 
However, the camaraderie 
and togetherness of the 
schoolfriends and staff 

remained undimmed. Old 
friendships were rekindled 
and new ones made. 
The event was deemed an 
outstanding success and 
future events have already 
been planned. 
Guests enjoyed a buffet 
disco and a photo booth.
The most poignant moment 
of the evening came when 
the group lit and set off 
lanterns: one for each of 
their fellow pupils who had 

passed away since leaving 
school.
One delighted ex-pupil 
said: “I would like to 
thank Joy Stephenson for 
organising such a fantas-
tic event, Debbie Czuffer 
for making a superb cake, 
Stephen Nixon for his 
tireless photography and 
to all the people who came 
along and who helped 
make it an unforgettable 
evening.”

at the river with Cameron.
“He is still with us. You can 
still feel a part of him here, 
no matter where you are, 
what you are doing.
“I did not really know 
about cold water shock 
until it happened.
“Now Cameron’s gone, I 
have come to think about 
it more. I know all the 
dangers now and I feel safe 
to know that I know.”
Sudden immersion in cold 
water can cause blood 
vessels in the skin to close 
which makes it harder for 
blood to flow around the 
body.
The heart then has to work 
harder and blood pressure 
increases.
“At the same time there is 
a “gasp” response which 
can result in water being 
breathed rather than air.
The breathing rate also 
changes dramatically - it 
can increase by as much as 
tenfold. All these respons-
es contribute to a feeling 
of panic.
One effect of cold water 
shock can be cardiac 
arrest, while death can 
also occur.
Rachael Shimmin, who is 

chair of SDP and corpo-
rate director of children 
and adults services at the 
county council, said: “We 
want young people to enjoy 
the outdoors this summer 
but believe it is vital that 
they go near water fully 
aware of the risks of cold 
water shock.
“Through ‘Dying to be 
Cool’ our aim is to educate 
as many teenagers as 
possible about what can 
happen when they go into 
cold water without accli-
matising themselves.”
Cllr Joy Allen, the county 
council’s portfolio holder 
for safer communities, 
said: “We cannot begin to 
imagine what Cameron’s 
family and friends have 
gone through but we are 
extremely grateful to 
them for supporting our 
campaign that highlights 
the hidden dangers and 
helping us prevent unnec-
essary loss of treasured 
lives.
“If what we are doing stops 
just one young boy or girl 
getting into difficulty it will 
have been worthwhile.” 
More information on the 
new campaign can be 
found at www.durham.gov.
uk/dyingtobecool.

From page 3

Ring Neil on:

01388 510005
07913 975 189

www.neilelectrical.co.uk

NEIL ELECTRICAL & 
HEATING SERVICES

Rewires |  Fuse Boxes
All Boilers |  Cookers

Radiators Taps  |  Showers
EMERGENCY CALL OUTS

Dying  to  be  cool

The Council, on 2 June 2016 made an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act, 1984, as amended, to close all vehicular traffic:  1) a 40m length 
of Church Street that extends westerly from its junction with the Bus Interchange 
Roundabout; 2) a 40m length of Main Street between its junctions with Dean 
Street and Park View; and 3) a 60m length of Church Street between its junctions 
with the Church access road and Primitive Street to enable arch removal works 
to be undertaken.  The maximum duration of the temporary closure under the 
Order is 18 months and is required from 12 June 2016 and for the duration of the 
works, anticipated to be 2 consecutive Sundays  with closures being undertaken 
individually, (closures 1 & 2 on the first Sunday and closure 3 on the second Sunday), 
between 6am and 6pm per day. However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for 
closures may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.   Alternative route:  
from the eastern side of the closure from Church Street/ Albert Street northerly on 
Cheapside and Eldon Bank Top to Eldon crossroads, westerly through Eldon Lane, 
Bridge Place and Coronation to the junction with road B6282 then southerly along 
Adelaide Bank to the junction with Main Street, Shildon to the western side of the 
closure and vice versa.

Dated: 9 June 2016

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

 (CHURCH STREET & MAIN STREET, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2016

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,
I write to explain how upset 
and ashamed I am at the 
condition of some parts of 
Shildon Cemetery. When I 
visited my family plots last 
week I decided to take some 
photos (right). 
I took photos of grave sites in 
poor condition with cut grass 
left to blow about and cover 
grave stones, flower pots 
knocked over by mowers and 
not replaced and some graves 
with tyre marks across them 
showing that tractors had 
been driven over the top of 
them. I found this distressing 
and disrespectful. 
I have visited cemeteries in 
other local towns and they 
are well cared for. Why is it 
that Shildon’s cemetery is 
in such a bad condition in 
places? We pay the highest 
council tax in the country, yet 
we cannot find any money to 
respect and care for our own 
departed?  
I showed some of the photos 
I took to friends and they 
could not believe they were 
taken in a cemetery. My 
family and I manage to take 
care of our family graves 
every week, but I feel so sorry 
for those laid to rest who may 
not have family to visit. It’s 
not right that their graves 
should be treated with such 
a lack of regard by the people 
who have been asked to look 
after them. Even some graves 
which have been well tended are now covered by loose grass.
I have lived in Shildon almost all of my life and one day I will be laid 
to rest there alongside my family and it hurts me to think that this 
is the way I will be treated when I’m no longer able to say anything.
At the last elections I had all three County Councillors in my home 
asking for my vote. I mentioned then the condition of the graveyard 
and they all said they would do something about it. But it is getting 
worse instead of better.
Yours sincerely,
Ena Mcdonald, Shildon

Dear Editor,
Shildon Methodist Church would like to send a huge thank you to all 
their members and the community of Shildon for helping them to 
raise over £785 during Christian Aid Week. 
Thanks to everyone who donated and supported our events, it is much 
appreciated by us and by those less fortunate, both at home and 
overseas, who will benefit. The churches together in Shildon raised 
almost £1,500 in total. Well done!!
On October 1st we will be celebrating 40 years since the opening of 
our new church and will be holding an event to highlight the history 
of our town and also our Methodist heritage through railway pioneer, 
Timothy Hackworth.  
There will also be  craft stalls etc.
If you think you could help with this or would like more information 
please contact  01388 773171. We would love to hear from you.
Yours sincerely,
Susan Horner, Shildon Methodist Church

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

The past two weeks saw the 
prison release of a teenager 
go horribly wrong and the 
arranging of a meeting 
between an anti-social 
young woman and the Youth 
Offending Team.
On Monday 6th June, 18-
year-old Shaun Chester 
was released from prison, 
however, not long after that 
he committed a shoplifting 
offence in the town after 
getting extremely drunk.
He resisted arrest and as-
saulted a police officer 
outside the Nisa store on 
the Jubilee Estate. 
The following day he was 
charged with theft and as-
saulting a police officer.

Additionally, on Wednesday 
1st June, Shildon Police in-
terviewed a girl following 
her possibly alcohol-fuelled 
anti-social behaviour on 
Millenium Green.
The 16-year-old girl had a 
bottle of alcohol in her pos-
session and refused to hand 
it over to officers. 
She also used foul and 
abusive language to the 
police.
This kind of behaviour has 
now resulted in her having 
to meet with the Youth Of-
fending Team.
In brighter news, the next 
PACT meeting will held at 
the Civic Hall at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday 15th June.

Police  reports  and  
PACT meetings

Around 25 people attended 
a public event on Monday 
6th June to learn more 
about the proposed merger 
of the Jubilee Medical 
Centre and Dr Baliga 
Surgery.
Doctors from both surger-
ies, including Dr Baliga, 
Dr Bramdmair and Dr 
Pindsloo were present and 

a question and answer 
session took place.
Janet Stephenson, Practice 
Manager at Dr Baliga’s 
Surgery said: “A CCG (Clinical 
Commissioning Group) 
meeting will be held on 13th 
September where a decision 
will be made or they will 
inform us if they need any 
further information.”

Public  hear  GP  
merger  proposals

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club recently took delivery 
of a new coloured kit, 
courtesy of Middleton Road 
Garage. 
The new two blues kit, the 
club’s traditional colours, 
replaces the pink kit 
formerly used in the North 
Yorks & South Durham 
Premier Cricket League’s 
F15 Tournament. 
The 2016 Tournament 
starts next week and the 

players are looking forward 
to proudly wearing the new 
colours. 
A club spokesperson said: 
“Middleton Road Garage 
has generously sponsored 
the team for several 
seasons and we’re de-
lighted to have a new set 
of strips. 
“Our grateful thanks to 
Paul Harnett, Dave Lumley 
and the team at Middleton 
Road Garage.”  

Cricketers’  new 
coloured  kit
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Work is underway to upgrade the football ground perimeter wall along East View  
Terrace as part of a wider investment into the home of the Northern League champions.

Work  underway  on  ground  
improvements  at  Shildon  AFC 

Work is underway on the 
next stage in the evolu-
tion of Shildon AFC’s Dean 
Street with the ground’s 
East View Terrace end 
wall being demolished and 
rebuilt in time for the new 
season.
After a feasibility study last 
year, the club decided to 
remain at Dean Street and 
the work is one of many 
projects to refurbish the 
ground which have now 
been given the green light.
Shildon AFC chairman, 
David Dent said: “In making 
the decision to stay at 
Dean Street, we committed 

to investing in the ground 
and the replacement of the 
East View boundary wall is 
an important step forward.
“We have already refur-
bished the social club to 
provide not only bar fa-
cilities but classroom space 
for our Academy next 
season and the planning 
application is now lodged 
for a 200 seater stand on 
Brown Street.
“Everyone knows about our 
success on the field which 
both the  Board and Man-
agement team are working 
hard pre-season to make 
sure continues next season. 

“In addition to this we 
need to be equally ambi-
tious off the field and 
part of this means a much 
needed investment into 
Dean Street.”
Meanwhile, the 2016-17 
season’s league fixtures 
were announced at the 
Northern League AGM last 
weekend. 
With the previous Saturday 
earmarked for FA Cup ties, 
Shildon will begin their 
defence of the champi-
onship with a midweek 
home game against newly 
promoted Chester-le-Street 
on 10th August.

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN

APOLOGIES FOR ANY 
INCONVENIENCE BUT 
CURRENTLY ON LEAVE

BACK ON
MONDAY 20TH JUNE

01388 818286
07914 032280

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

To Rent
in Byerley Road, Shildon

Two bedrooms, 
New modern kitchen, 
Two reception rooms, 

DG GCH 
Deposit only £100 

Rent £92 p/w 
DSS Welcome

Phone: 
07834 242 563

Northern League cham-
pions, Shildon AFC, are 
looking for volunteers over 
the weekend of Saturday 
11th and Sunday 12th June 
- which will also be the 
date of the next Support-
ers’ Club meeting - to help 
with some sprucing up in 
time for the new season.

Two Shildon athletes 
competed in the Minors 
‘Meeting at Gateshead 
Stadium on 22nd May.
Cody Hall competed in the 
Year 6 events, producing 
a PB to win the 75m in 
11.09 seconds. Cody later 
produced another PB in the 
Long Jump leaping 4m10 to 
win that event. 
Amy Gaskell competed 
in Year 4 events running 
13.28s for the 75m, 1.29.40 
for the 400m, jumping 
1m62 in the Standing Long 
Jump and throwing the 
howler 9m41.  
Tia Hirst had a good day 
at the Leeds Open on 4th 
June where she produced 
three PBs in the 75m 
(11.88s) 150m (24.89s) and 
the Long Jump (3m06). 
Rachel Bennett made the 
long trip to London to 
compete in the Newham 
Open on 5th June where she 
produced another stunning 
performance to break her 
own U15 girls’ 100m Club 
Record, finishing in 12.36s 
which now sees her 3rd 
in the national rankings. 
Rachel also competed in 
the 200m finishing in a time 
of 25.79s. She is presently 
8th in the national rankings 
for this event.
Over the late May Bank 
Holiday weekend some 
of the senior members 
of Shildon Running Club 

Work will include general 
tidying up and painting the 
pitch perimeter fencing. 
Work will continue through 
the day with volunteers 
asked to go to the Dean 
Street ground from 9am on 
both days. Equipment will 
be provided, but working 
clothes should be worn.

travelled to Edinburgh for 
the Edinburgh Marathon 
Festival. 
Eddie Murphy completed 
the Half Marathon in a 
time of 1:41:45. The club 
entered a team of four 
into the Marathon Relay: 
Jean-Pierre Hupin, John 
Grey, Kevin Thornton and 
Vivienne Rudge each ran a 
leg of the marathon course 
for a total time of 4:32:55.
Over the same weekend 
Annie Pluse completed the 
Liverpool half marathon in 
a time of 2:17:11 and Emma 
Flynn did the Blackpool half 
marathon in a little under 3 
hours.
Bank Holiday Monday saw 
Leah Rutherford (U15g) 
representing Shildon at the 
Cleethorpes Open Meeting 
in Grimsby. 
She started the day with a 
2nd in her heat in the 100m 
(13.9s) to claim a place in 
the final, finishing in 5th 
place with a new pb of 
13.8s. 
This was followed by a 4th 
place in the 200m heats 
(29.1s), enough for another 
final place, finishing 6th in 
a time of 29.2s.
At the end of a long day 
she narrowly missed the 
silver medal place, but 
was pleased with a new PB 
of 4.25m in the long jump 
to take the bronze medal 
position.

Volunteers  needed  
at  football  ground

Running  Club  news

Shildon AFC U18s (current 
year 11 and 12 at school) 
are holding a trial game 
on Saturday 11th June at 
Hetton School, North Road
Hetton-le-Hole (DH5 9JZ). 
Players should arrive to 
meet at 10.30am with kick 
off scheduled for 11.30am.
The game will take place on 
grass. 

Players are asked to wear 
training kit, boots and shin 
pads. Numbered bibs will 
be provided on the day.
Shildon AFC Director of 
Football, Chris Hughes 
said: “You will be joining a 
club who are the Northern 
League Champions and 
League Cup winners. 
“Our aim is to create a 

Shildon  AFC  U18s  trial  game
club that is sustainable 
and promotes top quality 
youth players into our first 
team squad. We are in the 
process of forming links 
with other clubs to help our 
young players gain adult 
experience post-18. Players 
should confirm attendance 
by emailing Chris  at chris-
topher.hughes@live.co.uk.”

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439
Sat 11th June  E L I

Sun 12th June  F A B

Sat 18th June  DEEPER SEASON

Sun 19th June   BELTER

Fri 24th June  CHARITY NIGHT                 
            LIVE BAND


