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Major regeneration work 
in Shildon will go ahead as 
planned with residents also 
having a further chance to 
have their say on the town’s 

arches. 
As part of Durham County 
Council’s major regenera-
tion of Shildon town centre 
- to create a revitalised 

public space for events - 
the arches were due to be 
removed next month.
However residents are set 
to decide on their future 
after raising the possibility 
of keeping them with the 
council.
Public consultation on the 
arches was carried out as 
part of the regeneration 
plans with the majority of 
those attending saying they 
should be removed. 
However, since the plans 
were announced, residents 
have got in touch with their 
local members to ask them 
to be kept.
As a result the council 
will now carry out further 
consultation to ask the 
residents whether the 
arches should be retained, 
removed or partially 
kept and used to display 
artwork. 
The artwork would be 
created by schoolchildren 
from the area working with 
an artist to reflect the 
town’s mining and railway 
heritage. 
Cllr Brian Stephens, 
Cabinet member for neigh-

The Crier, in conjunction 
with local Shildon bus-
nesses, began a Facebook-
based online campaign 
to save Shildon’s arches  
earlier this week after 
shock news that Durham 
County Council were set to  
demolish the town’s iconic 
structures. 
Built in 2000 to celebrate 
the millenium, create a 
tourist attraction in the 
town to compliment Lo-
comotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
and celebrate the town’s 
railway heritage,  the news 
that the arches were to be 
removed at short notice 
was greeted with dismay.
The campaign was quickly 
supported by the public 
with several hundred 
people joining the page 
within 48 hours. 
However, with the news 
that the arches are to 
receive a stay of execution, 
the campaign’s work is now 
only just beginning. 
“This reprieve is fantastic 

news, but it is vital that 
members of the public 
who support keeping the 
arches turn out in force to 
make their voices heard at 
the new consultation,” said 
Town Crier Assistant Editor, 
Archie MacKay.
“What this decision shows 
is that the people have a 
voice and when they use 
it, they can make things 
happen. 
“Credit should go to the 
public for stepping forward 
and ensuring that the final 
decision on the arches is 
made democratically and 
with full transparency. 
“The next step is to enure 
that the public retain this 
momentum and participate 
fully in the new consulta-
tion, which we will be 
announcing the date of as 
soon as we know it.”
The Facebook campaign 
can be joined online at 
facebook.com/saveourar-
ches with the Crier and 
other local campaigners 
sharing the latest news.

SAVE  Our  Arches  
campaign  launched

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TWO MEALS FOR £10
(Restaurant only. Excluding Clem’s Special)

Recently refurbished 28 Seater Restaurant
Or if you fancy a drink, try our Bishop Auckland 

branch which is fully licensed. 01388 665955.

OAP SPECIAL
Small Fish & Chips, Tea, Bread & Butter, £5.20

Victory  for  arches  campaigners  
as  new  consultation  announced

Campaigners Julie Ramsey, Chris Bowman and Cllr Garry Huntington speak to BBC 
Radio Tees before Durham County Council announced a re-think on the three arches.
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Passed Away

Classifieds
All about local people...

Classifieds cost 
35p per word plus 
£6 for an optional 

photograph.
The deadline for 

submissions is noon 
every Tuesday.

              
   Town Crier

Stephen’s paintings have also featured in magazines and have been used in his histori-
cal text books. 

Exhibition  of  art  by  Stephen  
Bainbridge  at  Locomotion

An exhibition of art by 
Newton Aycliffe based 
painter Stephen Bainbridge 
will be on show at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum from Tuesday 7th 
to Thursday 30th June.
Stephen has worked with 
acrylic for 40 years, ini-
tially developing techniques 
under the tutelage of the 
professional artist Noel 
Gregory. 
His pictures often reflect 
his lifelong passion for the 
days of steam railways, and 
feature locomotives of the 
LNER (London and North 
Eastern Railway).
He has also produced works 
of other technical subjects 
and landscapes. 
Stephen’s paintings have 
also featured in magazines 
and have been used in his-
torical text books.
In his works, he always aims 
to produce paintings that 
are detailed and technically 
accurate, while portraying 
the atmosphere of the days 
of steam.
The exhibition of Stephen’s 
work will be on display in 

the museum’s Collection 
Building. The museum is 
open daily from 10am to 
5pm, and parking and ad-

mission are free of charge. 
For more information, call 
01388 777999.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Beloved father of Philip, 
Trudy, Joanne and Carl, 
loving brother to Sheila, 

George and the late John, 
loving grandad to Jodie, 
Kate, Lewis and James. 

Funeral service to be 
held at Wear Valley 

Crematorium on Friday 
May 27th, at 3pm.

Family flowers only, 
donations in lieu for 

Butterwick Hospice and 
Macmillan Nurses. After 

the service all are welcome 
for refreshments at Eldon 

Community Centre. 

Billy Cousins
Died peacefully at home on 

19th May aged 76 years

Billy will be sadly 
missed by all

John George Cook

Remembered with 
affection, warmth and love.

So sending thoughts to 
Heaven on the day you 

went away, and hope you 
know you’re missed more 
than words could ever say.

Your devoted 
wife Ivy and 

all your loving 
family xx

May 24th 2009

Sharna Dutchy 
& Charlie

Congratulations Sharna 
Dutchy & Charlie on 

the birth of my perfect 
granddaughter Georgie 

born 22.5.2016.

Love Mam xxx

Births

Found
Pair of glasses in a case

Found on Elm Road
Contact the

Town Crier at
01388 775896

Child’s pink purse
Found in Hackworth Park last 

weekend
Contact the

Town Crier at
01388 775896

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

Double Trouble
Kim and Selina would like 

to thank family and friends 
for joining us for our 

wonderful 50th birthday 
party at the Civic Hall

Thank you everyone for all 
the lovely cards, presents 

and bottles! 
They are greatly 

appreciated.
Much love to you all

Kim and Selina
xx

Acknowledgements

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Brand new double divan
with quilted damask mattress. 

Can arrange delivery. £120
Tel: 07789 113343

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

In Memoriam

Residents in Shildon are 
reminded that they must be 
registered to vote in order 
to take part in the EU Ref-
erendum on 23rd June.
Those who are already 
registered and eligible to 
vote in the referendum will 
receive a poll card, and do 
not need to re-register to 
take part. Poll cards for the 
referendum were delivered 
to homes across the county 
from Friday 20th May to 
Monday 23rd May. The 
cards will provide details 
of which polling station 
people should use. People 
whose circumstances have 
recently changed – for 
example, by moving house 
– or whose circumstances 
will change before the 
register to vote deadline of 

Tuesday 7th June, will need 
to re-register with their 
new details.
Anyone who is not already 
registered to vote, or who 
needs to re-register with 
new details, will need to 
do so by Tuesday 7th June 
by visiting gov.uk/register-
to-vote.  Those who are 
on the electoral register 
can request a postal or 
proxy vote. The deadline 
for postal vote applications 
is 5pm on Wednesday 8th 
June and, for proxy vote 
applications, the deadline 
is 5pm on Wednesday 15th 
June. To request a paper 
copy of the postal or proxy 
vote application, contact 
electoral services on 03000 
261 212 or email electoral-
services@durham.gov.uk. 

Register  to  vote

Bishop’s Sports Bar
Kingsway - 01388 601439

Sat 28th May  CELESTINE

Sun 29th TIME CHECK

Sat 4th June BELTA

Sun 5th June  1 0 1

Sat 11th June  E L I
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bourhoods and local part-
nerships as well as ward 
member for Shildon, said: 
“Following the announce-
ment of the plans, myself 
and other local members 
have been contacted by 
residents asking us to look 
again at whether the arches 
could be kept.
“As a result, we’ll be going 
out for further consultation 
in the near future to make 
sure we continue to listen 
to everyone who wants to 
have their say on the future 
of their town.”
The further consultation 
will not delay the regen-
eration of the town square 
which will be completed to 
allow it to be used for the 
first time on Saturday, 16th 
July. 
This event will celebrate 
the visit of Flying Scotsman 
before it arrives for a 
week-long stay at Locomo-
tion – The National Railway 
Museum at Shildon the fol-
lowing Saturday.
The improvements will 
see the town square refur-
bished and canopies over 
the old water feature and 
statue removed to open up 
the space. Seating and bins 
will be replaced across the 
town centre with improved 

lighting also installed. Some 
of the barriers and guard-
rails will be removed to 
improve pedestrian access 
with those remaining being 
refurbished to fit in with 
the new look centre.
The improvements come 
after consultations with 
residents, schools and busi-
nesses highlighted the need 
to make the square more 
usable as a public space 
for events and activities 
as well as the removal of 
barriers to improve the 
flow of pedestrians. 
Flower troughs that were 
previously across the 
centre have already been 
moved to Hackworth Park, 
maintained by the town 
council. The town council 
will also take responsibil-
ity for the new furniture in 
the town square when the 
works are complete. 
Cllr Neil Foster, Cabinet 
member for economic 
regeneration and culture, 
said: “We’re committed 
to ensuring that local 
residents play a key part in 
shaping the improvements 
that we hope will drive 
the regeneration of their 
town. So we’re very happy 
to listen to further views on 
what should happen with 
the arches.”

Letters, Page 7

From page 1

Green-fingered pupils from Timothy Hackworth School helped staff and residents of 
Redworth House Care Home to plant and tidy the home’s gardens.   

Gardening  fun  for  local  pupils  
and  care  home  residents 

A group of Timothy Hack-
worth pupils won the priv-
ilege to work with the resi-
dents of Redworth House 
Care Home on Tuesday 
24th May, to plant and tidy 

the home’s gardens.
The pupils, who were 
selected from Years 1 to 
6, had talked about plants 
and gardening previously 
during their lessons.

The pupils chose a number 
of sensory plants from 
bamboos through to 
sweet peas, which they 
then planted strategically 
around the gardens.  
The plants for the gar-
dening were provided 
by Shildon Alive, a St 
John’s Church Community 
Project, and Shildon Town 
Council.

Special 5 Day Break to Blackpool
Monday 8th to Friday 12th August 2016
Garnetts Coaches would like to invite 
you on a special 5 day summer break 
to Britain’s favourite seaside resort, 

Blackpool! 
Staying at the Georgian Hollies Hotel, 

enjoy 4 nights Bed, Breakfast & Evening 
meal as well as taking advantage of the 

£1.00 Bar!

Just £190 Per Person

3 Day Break To Blackpool 
With A Fantastic Tribute To 

Elvis Presley On The Saturday 
Night

 Friday 1st July - Sunday 3rd July 2016
Staying at the Georgian Hotel
2 Nights Dinner, Bread & Breakfast

Only £109 Per Person!
Including 2 Hours Free Bar Friday
& Saturday Evening 8pm until 10pm!
Book Today with £30 Deposit!
(Based on Sharing a twin room)

Tickets £5
7pm till late

Shildon Railway & Institute
Saturday 4th June

The one and only

SOUL STREET
& Roger’s Disco

Late on Wednesday night, 
Shildon Police were called 
to an address at Waterloo 
Terrace where three-
males were found inside 
a property dismantling a 
large cannabis farm in two 
upstairs bedrooms. Three 
of the males were eventu-
ally arrested, one of which 
climbed on to the roof of 
the property refusing to 
come down. 
This male was eventually 
persuaded to come down 
and all were taken to 
custody. All three males 
are currently on bail whilst 
enquires are ongoing. 
Shildon Police are appealing 
to landlords to help prevent 
thousands of pounds worth 
of damage to properties 

by checking prospective 
tenants with far more 
scrutiny. Durham County 
Council now run an excel-
lent Private Landlord Ac-
creditation Scheme which 
can assist in this process. 
Some landlords and agents 
need to check the proper-
ties far more frequently.
Cannabis production in 
Shildon can be consider-
ably reduced if all landlords 
followed the guidelines set 
out in PLAS. 
Shildon Police may look 
at some landlords con-
cerned in the production 
of cannabis if there is suf-
ficient evidence to suspect 
they have been negligent to 
the criminal activity taking 
place in their properties.

Cannabis  farm  found

Victory  for  arches  
campaigners
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES
Garden Maintenance 

Grass Cutting Services
All garden work carried out

No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

St. John’s church is holding 
a coffee morning for Chris-
tian Aid on Saturday 28th 
May from 10am – 11.30pm.
As well as the usual 

cake stall there will be a 
tombola stall.
All are welcome to come 
and have a chat with 
friends.

Coffee morning

To Let
2 Bed House to Let

In Ruby Street, Shildon

New carpets & decorations

£340pcm + Bond

References Required

Tel: 07718 185427
07746 294399

Digital skills, digital connections, digital opportunities

To find out more or register your interest:

digitalme@livin.co.uk

livin.co.uk/digitalme

wearelivin

www.livin.co.uk

Everyone satisfactorily completing the 
course and regularly volunteering in the 
community will also be entered into a prize 
draw to win a tablet

Terms and conditions apply

Anyone aged 16 years or over is 
welcome to join us in training to 
become a Digital Me volunteer. 

All that we ask is that you:

• Live in one of livin’s local 
communities

• Have access to transport

• Attend all training sessions

• Regularly volunteer at Digital Me 
sessions (once your training is 
complete)

Please note that 
before you can 

begin the course, 
you must have a 
satisfactory Data 
Barring Service 

check completed 
to ensure your 
suitability for 
volunteering 

sessions in the 
community. This is 
at no cost to you

You will:
1. Learn Basic IT skills so that you are confident in 
showing others

2. Learn ‘How to become a brilliant volunteer’

3. Gain confidence that can help you find work, if you 
wish to

4. Visit local community centres and residents in their 
home to help them use computers, laptops and tablets 
and show them how to get online. 

All volunteers that 

complete the IT 

qualification and 

regularly volunteer 

in the community 

will be entered into 

a draw to win an 

IPAD MINI
Terms and 
conditions apply

An accredited IT 
qualification

Volunteer work skills 
and experience

Help with developing your 
CV and interview techniques

We are seeking to train new volunteers through our Digital Skills Foundation 
programme. This is FREE of charge and involves a short training course aimed 
at giving you the skills and confidence to teach local people how to use the 
internet. Delivered by Cornforth Partnership, you will be rewarded by gaining:

Do you want to become a 

Digital Me Volunteer?

Digital Me

WIN

Cleaner Required
Part time/ full time
Must have own 

transportation to travel 
between sites in Bishop 
Auckland & Darlington.

Successful candidates will be 
subject to an enhanced DBS 

check.
Apply in writing, indicating 

experience to
info@peartreeprojects.co.uk

A man, arrested in con-
nection with a stabbing 
in Shildon during the 
weekend, appeared at 
Newton Aycliffe Magis-
trates Court on the morning 
of Wednesday 25th May.
William Edward Hopwood, 
aged 49, from Burnie 
Gardens, Shildon, was 
arrested on Monday 23rd 
May at 6.30pm on charges 
of wounding and assault 
occasioning actual bodily 
harm.
The incident took place on 
the afternoon of Sunday 
22nd May and the victim, 
aged 44, remains in a 
stable condition in hospital 
where he is being treated 

for several stab wounds to 
the body.
He was airlifted by the 
Great North Air Ambulance 
and taken to The James 
Cook University Hospital in 
Middlesbrough, where his 
injuries were described as 
serious but not life-threat-
ening. 
One witness said of the 
victim: “He looked like 
death warmed up.
“He had a blanket up to 
his chin and it looked as 
though he had an oxygen 
mask on.”
At time of press, there was 
no information about the 
outcome of the court ap-
pearance.

Man  in  court  after  
Shildon  stabbing

Anyone aged 50+ who 
is looking to try a new 
exercise that is suitable 
for all levels of fitness and 
ability should give Tai Chi a 
try!
Tai Chi combines deep 
breathing and relaxation 
with slow and gentle move-
ments and is practised 
around the world as a 
health-promoting exercise.
Studies show that Tai Chi 
can help reduce stress and 
improve balance. Newton 

Aycliffe Youth Centre runs a 
class on Wednesdays at 12 
noon. Call 0191 3746568.

Give  Tai  Chi  a  try!

NEIL
ELECTRICAL

Fuse Boxes
(Upgrades & Repairs)
Safety Inspections
Electric Showers

Emergency Call Outs
Ring Neil on:

01388 510005
07913 975 189
neil.neel@gmail.com
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Letters... SAVE Our Arches campaign
Have your say...

Dear Editor,
At no time, to the best of my knowledge has there been any 
mention of the removal of the Shildon Arches in connection 
with the Shildon Town Centre Upgrade.
I have now spoken with a number of business owners in 
Church Street and not one of them was aware that as part 
of the re-development the arches were due to come down! 
This is something that they do not wish to see, as the Arches 
are a well known feature of Shildon and welcome people to 
the town centre. 
Having had a look at the arches I question how Durham 
County Council has established that they require such a high 
degree of maintenance that it will be cheaper to pull them 
down.
In my opinion all they require is a good coat of paint and a 
few light bulbs changing. Can I confirm that Durham County 
Council has carried out a full structural survey on their 
condition? 
Surely, these Arches must have been built and manufactured 
to a very high standard and would not deteriorate in such 
a short period of time to a position where they need to be 
demolished? 
If that was the case then our bandstand and fountain in 
Hackworth Park should have been pulled down years ago, 
but these are still standing! 
These arches must have cost tens of thousands of pounds 
when they were originally installed and to pull them down 
now is just totally senseless.
Is it any wonder that Shildon ends up with one of the highest 
Council Taxes in the United Kingdom. Taxpayers money it 
appears, is just thrown away! 
I also question how Durham County Council have arrived at 
the fact that during their “consultation” period people were 
in favour of the removal of the Arches when in actual fact 
it now appears that this issue has never been mentioned 
at Shildon Town Council meetings or during any public 
consultation.
Certainly, after speaking with the Shildon Chamber of Trade 
they have not been informed that removal of the Arches was 
part of the Shildon Town Centre upgrade scheme. 
In view of this, would the people who were “consulted” on 
the subject of the Arch removal by Durham County Council 
please come forward and inform the Town Crier as to when 
this happened.
It is obvious to myself that these Arches are very popular in 
Shildon and there removal would have a detrimental effect 
on how the future town centre of Shildon will look.
If Durham County Council has spare money “floating around” 
for Arch removal but not maintenance, can I urge them to 
also find the money to replace the disgusting and “weed 
infested” Cobble Stones that are in the back lanes of the All 
Saints area. This is where money urgently needs to be spent ! 
I now urge our three Durham County Councillors that 
represent Shildon to look at the matter of the Arches with 
the utmost of urgency before the bulldozers come in and 
thousands of pounds of money will once again be wasted!
I look forward to hearing what they have to say on the 
matter.
As one resident said to me: “The Shildon arches were erected 
to celebrate Shildon entering the millennium and a new era.
“The demolition of these arches in Shildon is the equivalent 
of Newcastle demolishing the Millennium Bridge over the 
Tyne.”
Yours faithfully,
Cllr S. C Bird
Thickly Ward

Dear Editor,
I react with disbelief and sadness at Durham County Council’s 
decision to take down the beautiful arches of Shildon.
As a newbie to this area, I feel I must put pen to paper to 
let you know why I, and many others, will be so very sad if 
they are removed.
When I was looking at many different areas to settle down 
and invest in a business, Shildon was chosen “hands down” 
by me because of those very arches and I will explain why.
When I first saw them I was instantly struck by the sense of 
pride this town has for its wonderful locomotive and mining 
history. 
My thoughts were: “Wow! This town is proud and I feel 
hounoured to be part of it.”
So the arches that Durham County Council seem to view as 
a costly nuisance I, and I’m sure many others, view as a sign 
of a town proud of its heritage.
So please could I say respectfully that Durham County 
Council should re-think its decision as you don’t see many 
towns as proud as Shildon. 
It is wonderful to see the arches and it would be so very sad 
to see them go. 
Would a once a year fundraising event help maintain them? 
Surely there must be some way to reach a compromise.
Yours sincerely,
Debbie Sylvester, 
Church Street, Shildon

Dear Editor,
I note that Durham County Council has given notice that it  
intends to beging removing Shildon’s three iconic arches as 
early as 3rd June.
They try to justify this action by stating that the Shildon 
public have agreed to their removal and that the cost of 
refurbishment of the arches are excessive and can’t be 
afforded.
I would like to ask: Where is the evidence as to how many 
people were consulted and how many agreed or disagreed?
Surely there should have been an accurate, independent 
expert assessment of the arches and estimated cost of 
refurbishment. Can we see it?
I know that Shildon Town Council have not been notified as 
to the intention of the County Council to remove the arches 
or been shown any evidence to back up the County Council’s 
case.
Surely Durham County Council owe it to the people of 
Shildon to approach this with total transparency? If they 
fail to do so and go ahead regardless, it will be seen as an act 
of undemocratic, corporate vandalism.
I would appeal to all townspeople who may share my opinion 
to make their voices heard before it’s too late.
Yours sincerely,
Cllr Garry Huntington
Byerley Ward

Dear Editor,
I object to the Durham County Council’s decision to scrap the 
three arches of Shildon just a few years after erecting them. 
At what point were the public consulted en masse with 
regards their removal, and how much maintenance do three 
metal arches need? 
If DCC are scrapping them for reasons of improving the 
town, how about they donate the income from a scrap metal 
merchant they will invariably fall into, to a local charity or 
good cause? I nominate the bell ringers at St. John’s church.

Yours sincerely,
Peter Morgan (by email)

facebook.com/
saveourarches
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We offer an unrivalled cycle repair service including full 
bike repairs to all makes, carried out by Cytech Technician, 

Darran Weston, who previously worked 
for Team Great Britain.

We have a comprehensive range of parts, 
including wheels, tyres and chains. 

Also powder coating of frames.
Late night opening every Monday till 8pm. 

Just appointed Raleigh Main Dealer

Now 

Open!

UNIT 16, AVENUE 3, 
CHILTON INDUSTRIAL 

ESTATE, CHILTON 
DL17 OPB

01388 720371
CHILTON CYCLES
& REPAIR CENTRE

The Monday Club at Lilburn 
Community Lounge has 
been given a grant by Per-
simmon Homes in Durham 
to help with days out and 
ticket prices for bus fares 
with Shildon Community 
Bus.
The club, which provides a 
social outing every Monday 
to members, who are 
picked up from their homes 
by Shildon Community Bus, 
now has three places avail-
able. The club meets on 
Monday afternoons at the 
Lounge from 1pm-3.30pm. 
Anyone interested in joining 
can ring Frances Franklin 
on 01388 774863 for more 
information. 
In sadder news, the club 

said a farewell on Tuesday 
3rd May to Doreen Squince, 
one of the founders of the 
club, which was formed 
in  1993. Doreen was also 
involved with the running 
of the club.

Monday  Club  
receives  cash  boost

At the next meeting of 
Shildon and District Flower 
Club, on Monday 6th June,
Area Demonstrator, Kate 
Riley from Branton near 
Doncaster, will present an 
evening of flower demon-

strating entitled ‘Design 
for Now’. The club meets 
in Shildon Civic Hall at 
7.30pm. Meetings are free 
to members and visitors 
- who are most welcome - 
must pay £5 on the door.

Flower-arranging  
demonstration

It’s nearly showtime for the 
Youth Variety Show at the 
Civic Hall, when 50 young 
people between six and 
eighteen years will take to 
the stage to give a two-hour 
show. A spokeperson said:  
“These young people over 
the last few months have 
worked extremely hard so 
come along  support the 

evening!” Performances 
are on Thursday 9th and 
Friday 10th June at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £5 for adults and 
£3 for children (under 16). 
Proceeds will go to SCYPAN 
(Shildon Children and Young 
Peoples Action Network). 
For more information, ring  
01388  774838/ 07747 826 
324.

Youth  variety  show

The Shildon branch is 
among the three agency 
branches of Darlington 
Building Society that will 
close, following close of 
business on Friday 12th 
August 2016.  
Colin Fyfe, Chief Execu-
tive of Darlington Building 
Society said: “The 
Society has reluctantly 
given notice to affected 
members advising them of 
the closure of its agency 
branches, with one branch 
due to close down based in 
Shildon. 
“The decision was 
prompted by a review of the 
arrangements in Shildon by 
the Society, together with 
Quality Solicitors Smith 
Roddam. 
“After careful considera-
tion, it was concluded that 
the arrangements were no 
longer financially viable 
and, following extensive 
discussions, the decision 
was made to close these 
branches.
“Affected members of the 
Society have been given 
12 weeks personal written 
notice of the closure and are 

being helped to maintain 
their account relationships 
with Darlington Building 
Society by being directed to 
other local branches with 
the nearest being in Bishop 
Auckland (Waverely House, 
116 Newgate Street).
“ They will also be provided 
with pre-paid envelopes on 
request and will be encour-
aged to set up standing 
orders.  
“The Society will do all it 
can to minimise any incon-
venience to its customers. 
“The staff at each of the 
agency branches are per-
sonally unaffected by the 
decisions.” 
“Darlington Building Society 
has delivered a strong 
financial performance in 
recent years and has been 
investing heavily in refur-
bishing and upgrading its 
branch network, as well as 
in new technology to create 
a more convenient service, 
to offer and provide more 
choice for customers.” 
Visit Darlington Building 
Society’s website at www.
darlington.co.uk to obtain 
further information. 

Closure  of  agency  
branch  in  Shildon

David Elliot-Cooper from the Histrionics Drama Company 
as Timothy Hackworth.

Family  friendly  storytelling  at  
Locomotion 
Visitors can learn more 
about pioneering railway 
engineer Timothy Hack-
worth in free, family 
friendly storytelling 
sessions at Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum 
on Wednesday 1st June.
Storyteller David Eliot 
Cooper will share the story 
of Timothy Hackworth and 
the Rainhill Trials.
Timothy Hackworth moved 
to Shildon in 1825 to work 
as Locomotive Superinten-
dent for the newly built 
Stockton & Darlington 
Railway.
A skilled engineer, he 
helped to develop Locomo-
tion No. 1, the first steam 
locomotive to carry pas-
sengers on a public railway.
This was a very exciting 
time in the development of 
railway engineering. 
In 1829, the Rainhill Trials 
were organised for the 
Liverpool & Manchester 
Railway, to compare new 
steam locomotive tech-
nologies. 
Thousands of people trav-
elled to Rainhill to see five 
different steam locomo-
tives compete, with prize 
money worth £500 at 
stake. Timothy Hackworth 
entered his locomotive 
Sans Pareil into this historic 
competition - but who was 
the winner?
Storytelling sessions will 
take place at 11.30am, 

12.30pm, 2pm and 3pm and 
there’s no need to book - 
just go along and join in! 
A free Rainhill Trials craft 
activity will also be avail-
able throughout the day 
(last admission 4pm).

Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum is open 
daily from 10am to 5pmand 
parking and admission are 
free of charge. For more 
information, call 01388 
777999.

Shildon Library is holding 
a craft session on Tuesday 
31st May 2.30pm-3.15pm 
for children  four years 

and over (children under  
eight must be accompa-
nied by an adult). There is 
a charge of 50p per child.  

Craft  session  at  Shildon  Library
Places are limited so inter-
ested readers should call 
in to book their spot at the 
Library  on 03000 269 526.

On Friday 20th May, the 
police executed a magis-
trates search warrant for 
drugs at an address on 
Thomas Street. 

A quantity of Class A and 
Class B drugs were found.
The male occupant of the 
address was arrested for 
possession of a controlled 

Drugs  search  warrant  executed
substance with intent to 
supply.
This man has been bailed 
whilst police continue en-
quiries. 
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The newly confirmed with Revd. David, the Bishop of Jarrow, Methodist Superintendent, 
Revd. Andy Bryant and Revd. Sarah Gill from Woodhoouse Close Community Church. 

Bishop of Jarrow  joins  St  John’s  
Church  for  confirmation  service

There was a first at Saint 
John’s on Saturday as the 
Bishop of Jarrow joined  
local Methodist Superin-
tendent, Minister Revd. 
Andy Bryant; Shildon’s 
Revd., David Tomlinson 
and Revd. Sarah Gill from 
Woodhouse Close Com-
munity Church for the 
Auckland Deanery service 
of confirmation. With 
nine local Shildon people 
confirmed in their faith as 
Christians (as well as a one 

person from Woodhouse 
Close and one from Bishop 
Auckland), the church was 
filled with smiles as each 
explained why this was the 
right step for them.
“I do look forward to 
coming to Shildon” com-
mented the Bishop of 
Jarrow, “there is a real 
community buzz here.” 
Revd. Andy stood as the 
Bishop confirmed Fiona, 
from Woodhouse Close, 
sharing in the words of the 

prayer and celebrating the 
shared Christian faith of 
the two churches. 
Revd. Andy explained: 
“Woodhouse Close church 
is both Anglican and Meth-
odist.
“So it is a delight for me 
to support our candidate 
along with the Bishop.” 
After the service there 
was buffet prepared by the 
folk of Saint John’s, with 
conversation and laughter 
shared by all.

The contribution made by 
Mike Amos to the Northern 
Football League will be 
celebrated in a display by 
Durham Amateur Football 
Trust at Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum 
in Shildon from Tuesday 
7th June to Thursday 30th 
June.
Mike Amos has been 
Chairman of the Northern 
League since 1996, but 
retires in June during the 
year of his 70th birthday.
A Shildon lad born and 
bred, Mike has always 
watched Shildon play and 
first became involved with 
the Northern League in 
1985, when he was asked 
to edit Brian Hunt’s book 
on its history. 
In 1989, he was tasked 
with producing a regular 
magazine on the league, 
which he has continued to 
do until his retirement. 

He joined the league 
management committee 
in 1992, and then became 
Chairman in 1996 because, 
as he says: “They couldn’t 
find any other mug!”
Mike has marked his last 
season as Chairman by 
walking to each one of 
the 42 clubs in the league 
- a total of more than 500 
miles in all weathers - 
and has raised more than 
£25,000 for the Sir Bobby 
Robson Foundation and 
local charities.
Visitors can learn more 
about Mike Amos’s con-
tribution to the Northern 
League in the display by 
Durham Amateur Football 
Trust on show in the Col-
lection Building
Locomotion: The National 
Railway Museum at Shildon 
is open from 10am to 5pm 
daily and parking and ad-
mission are free of charge.

Locomotion  display 
celebrates  Mike  Amos

There’s a range of activities 
in Shildon for local children 
to enjoy while on their 
holidays.
On Saturday 28th May to 
Thursday 2nd June from 
10am-4.30pm, there is a 
“Make Your Own King or 
Queen’s Crown and take 
part in our Royal Activity 
Trail’ at Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum. 
The fee is £1 per child and 
children attending must 
be supervised by an adult. 
The event is suitable for 
children aged 4-11 years.
If interested in more infor-
mation about the event, 
telephone 01904 685786.
On Sunday 29th May and 
Monday 30th May from 
10am-5pm, children can 
engage in a “Meccano 
Magic” display.
The event, which also takes 
place at Locomotion: The 
National Railway Museum,  
is suitable for children of all 
ages and is completely free 
of charge. 
For more information, 
contact Pam Porter on 
01388 777999.
A ‘Junior Club’ will take 
place on Tuesday 31st 
May from 4pm-5.30pm for 
children aged 5-9 years at 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre.
A later session from 5.45-
7.15pm will take place for 

older children aged 10-13 
years.
Participation in the club, 
which boasts a wide range 
of activities from football 
to computer access and arts 
and crafts, costs £1.
There will be another Junior 
Club session on Friday 3rd 
June at the same times for 
each age category.
The Junior Club will be 
taking a trip to Wetheriggs 
Animal Rescue Centre at 
Barnard Castle on Wednes-
day 1st June from 10.30am-
3pm for children aged 5-13 
years. Spaces are limited 
for the trip, which costs £4 
for each child, and is availa-
ble to Junior Club Members 
only.
A consent form is also 
required and children must 
meet at Jubilee Fields Com-
munity Centre.
For more information about 
any of the Junior Club 
events, call 01388 775425.
Last but not least, there 
will be a free Shildon Model 
Railway Club Exhibition, 
from 10am-5pm, on Sunday 
5th June.
The exhibition is suitable 
for children of all ages and 
will take place at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum. Children must be 
supervised by an adult.  For 
more information call 01388   
777999.

Activity  list  for  the  
school  holidays

art competition that has 
been organised between 
local schools.
“Also, members of the 
branch will be on hand 
to answer any questions 
about the services the 

Royal British Legion is able 
to offer to veterans and 
their families. For more 
information about the 
day, see the advert that is 
going to be placed in the 
Crier in coming weeks.”

The Shildon Branch of 
the Royal British Legion, 
which has reformed after 
an absence of 20 years, 
are holding an event in 
Hackworth Park for Armed 
Forces Day on Saturday 
18th June.
A spokesperson said: “The 
day is to celebrate our 
Armed Forces, regular and 
reserves, and the great 
service they provide to the 
country. 
“There will be a number 
of military displays and 
military personnel to 
answer any questions.
“There will also be various 
displays and activities to 
suit all ages.
“We have the pleasure of 
having two Chelsea Pen-
sioners from the Royal 
Hospital supporting the 
event and also judging an 

Royal  British  Legion  celebrate  
Armed  Forces  Day

The Shildon Branch of the Royal British Legion is holding 
an event in Hackworth Park for Armed Forces Day. 
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

School children in Year 5 
who want to join a great 
team can accompany the 
u11’s at Shildon Scouts 
Field on Saturday mornings 
from 10am-11.30am.
Children must bring a drink 
to the sessions, which are 
held in preparation for the 
T.J.F.A Season 2016/17, 
and each child must arrive 
wearing shin pads and 
football boots to train with 
the team.
The u11’s team came 
second in the current 
T.J.F.A season (the first 
season the team has played 
together) and it is the first 
time the team has been in 

a junior football league. 
A spokesperson said: “If 
your child is interested 
in attending our team 
training, bring him along!
“If you have any questions, 
contact Team Secretary, 
Mr Maurice Card on 07464 
774438 via a text or a 
phone call at any time.
“Your child will have a 
great time and will learn 
about a lot.
“If your child has played in 
a team before, it’s a bonus, 
but, if not, come along 
anyway and give it a go.”
The team is currently 
looking for 2-3 players in-
cluding a goalkeeper.

Call  for  more  u11’s  
ahead  of  new season

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Does your child 
complain they have 
nothing to do? Visit 

www.
countydurhamfamilies.

info
or like www.facebook.
com/youngdurham for 

events, news and young 
people’s activities.

The Council proposes in not less than 7 days from the date of this notice 
to make an Order under Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 
1984, as amended, to close to all vehicular traffic: 1) a 40m length of Church 
Street that extends westerly from its junction with the Bus Interchange 
Roundabout; 2) a 40m length of Main Street between its junctions with Dean 
Street and Park View; and 3) a 60m length of Church Street between its 
junctions with the Church access road and Primitive Street by reason of arch 
removal works to be undertaken.  The maximum duration of the temporary 
closure under the Order is 18 months and is required from Sunday 12 June 
2016 for 2 Sundays with closures being undertaken individually, (closures 
1 & 2 on the first Sunday and closure 3 on the second Sunday), between 
6am and 6pm per day.  However, on rare occasions, alternative dates for 
closures may be necessary and these will be signed accordingly.  Alternative 
route: from the eastern side of the closure from Church Street/ Albert Street 
northerly on Cheapside and Eldon Bank Top to Eldon crossroads, westerly 
through Eldon Lane, Bridge Place and Coronation to the junction with road 
B6282 then southerly along Adelaide Bank to the junction with Main Street, 
Shildon to the western side of the closure and vice versa.

Dated: 26 May 2016

Colette Longbottom
Head of Legal & Democratic Services

County Hall, Durham DH1 5UL

(CHURCH STREET & MAIN STREET, SHILDON)
(TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE) ORDER 2016

Latest  running  club  report 
The weekend of the 14th 
and 15th of May saw two 
of Shildon’s Jumps groups 
competing at the North 
East County Championships 
at Gateshead International 
Stadium.
Leah Rutherford (U15g) ran 
in the 200m, recording a 
time of 29.33s, not quite 
quick enough for a place in 
the final. 
The following day she 
competed in the 100m and 
Long Jump. 
In the 100m, she ran a new 
PB of 13.9s to qualify for the 
final where she finished 7th 
with a time of 14.6s.
In the long jump, Leah 
jumped a season’s best of 
4.06m for 6th place.
Amy Etherington (SW) ran 
in the 400m claiming 4th 
place in a time 61.5s.
On Tuesday 3rd May, three 
of Shildon’s jumps group 
attended the lastest round 
of the North Yorkshire and 
South Durham League.
Competing in the 100m, 

Leah Rutherford ran a time 
of 14.6s to claim 4th place, 
and jumped to 5th place in 
the long jump with a leap of 
3m and 90cm.
Rachel McHugh claimed 1st 
place in the Senior Women’s 
long jump event with a leap 
of 5m and 12cm.
Completing the trio was 
Amy Etherington, who, in 
the SW800m ran 2 minutes 
and 28 seconds to claim 
second place. 
Sunday the 8th of May saw 
the jumps group split over 
two venues.
Amy Etherington competing 
in the Cyril Elliot Open at 
Middlesbrough, won the SW 
400m in a time of 61.11s and 
Leah Rutherford competed 
in three events at the York 
Summer League.
She started her day by 
knocking almost a second 
off her PB in the 200m with 
a time of 28.6s, giving her 
overall victory out of two 
heats, before following it 
up with 7th in the long jump 

with a leap of 3minutes and 
94 seconds, and finished off 
with 4th in the 100m sprint 
with a time of 14.4s.
Leah Rutherford competed 
at the first York Summer 
League meeting of 2016 
producing good perfor-
mances in both the 100 and 
200 metre sprints. Running 
from the bottom of the age 
group she acheived a new 
PB of 29.3s in the 200m 
sprint claiming 5th place 
and in the 100m equalling 
her PB of 14.3s, also quick 
enough for 5th. 
On the 20th May, Leah Ru-
therford attended her 1st 
outdoor event of the season 
at Cleckheaton for the 
Spenborough Winter Warm 
up Open. 
Competing in the 100m 
sprint, she ran a new PB of 
14.3s giving her joint 4th 
place.
She followed this up with 
another PB in the 200m 
event clocking 29.6s and 
tied for 3rd. 

MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS 
Friendly, local, affordable service established for over 23 years

Call us for a free no obligation quote/advice 

01388 235394 

Large selection of fabrics with matching wallpapers available 

Poles & tracks supplied & fitted

Duchess  Drapes

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Old Shildon Homing Soci-
ety’s latest race took off 
from Leicester, 142 miles 
away, on Sunday 22nd May.
The birds were liberated 

at 7.25am and the first bird 
arrived home at 10.06am. 
JB Younghusband’s bird was 
on top form, flying home 
in first place. The birds of 

Homing  pigeon  results
Smith Alderson & Spark 
also put on an impressive 
performance, coming in 
second, third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth places.

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety


