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Shildon is set to lose its 
iconic three arches as part 
of a major regeneration of 
Shildon town centre.
Town councillors, business 
leaders and members of 
the public reacted with 
dismay and surprise as 

Outcry  at  proposal  to  remove  
Shildon’s  iconic  arches

news that the arches 
would be removed was 
announced this week by 
Durham County Council.
The work is due to begin 
later this month and to 
be completed the week 
before the visit of Flying 

Scotsman, which is set for a 
week-long stay at Locomo-
tion: the National Railway 
Museum from 23rd July.
The majority of improve-
ments have received 
positive feedback but 
news of the removal of the 
arches - which councillors 
claim has never been put 
to the town council - has 
been met with the opposite 
reaction.
Sarah Robson, head of 
economic development 
and housing at Durham 
County Council said: “Due 
to their current condition 
the cost of keeping the 
arches was extremely high 
and would have resulted in 
the council being unable to 
afford any of the improve-
ments people told us were 
their priorities during our 
consultations. 
“As a result we asked 
people for their views on 
the removal of the arches 
at both our consultation 
event for the improve-
ments and those who 
attended the Area Action 
Partnership board meeting 
earlier in the year. 
“The response to this was 
generally supportive for 

The arch in Shilon town square in one of three iconic arches that Durham County 
Council say they are to remove in order to pay for the town centre’s regeneration.

MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS

TEL: 01388 778070
AIR-CON
RE-GAS 

ONLY £40

Durham County Councillors 
have voted to dismiss all 
2,700 Teaching Assistants 
in the county in order 
to tear up their current 
contracts and renegotiate 
new, reduced terms.
The decision, which has 
caused widespread dismay 
among teaching assistants, 
was taken at an Extraordi-
nary meeting of the council 
on Monday 16th May. 
Earlier in the year teaching 
assistants voted over-
whelmingly by 99.7% to 
turn down Durham County 
Council’s new terms, which 
will see some classroom 
assistants lose 25% of their 
current salary when they 
are forced onto term time 
contracts only.
In papers submitted prior 
to the decision being taken, 
Council officials reported 
that independent legal 
advice suggested there was 
“a risk of equal pay chal-
lenge” and that Teaching 
Assistants should be moved 
to a “salary based on 37 
hours per week / term 

time only from as soon as 
possible.”
There was some opposi-
tion in the chamber with 
Liberal Democrat, Cllr 
Owen Temple saying: 
“Legal opinion is just that, 
opinion. It is certainly not 
sufficient grounds for us to 
desert a group of valuable, 
low paid, largely female 
employees who deserve 
our careful consideration. 
“This is a sad day for 
democracy,” he added, 
pointing out that around 
40 Labour councillors were 
absent from the meeting.
One teaching assistant 
said: “I stand to lose £300 a 
month from my pay packet 
as a result of this decision. 
We were hoping to buy our 
house this year, but that 
won’t happen now. I don’t 
know how we’ll cope finan-
cially. We’ve been badly let 
down by this council.”
Of those who attended, 
57 councillors voted to 
approve the plan, 18 voted 
against and 4 abstained. 47 
councillors did not attend.

County  Councillors  
vote  to  dismiss  TAs

NOW OPEN!

25 ChurCh Street, Shildon 
above Enhance Hair & Beauty

All ages welcome! 
FIRST CLASS 
personal service
Fully qualified in 
all men’s grooming

OPENING 
TIMES

Tue 10-5

Wed 10-5

Thur10-8

Fri 9.30-5
Sat 9.30-3

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save
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Birthday Memories

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Well done on passing 
out from your 14 weeks 
training with the Army. 

Good luck for the future 
with the Royal Engineers

Kieran Burrows

Love Mam, Dad & Jack
xx

Happy 30th Birthday

Chris McGuire
22/05/86

Lots of love, 
Emma

xx

Happy 2nd 
Birthday darling

Kole Abigail Askew
21st May

Lots of love
Grandma, 

Auntie 
Claire, 
Howey, 
Johnny, 
Bobby & 
Lottie xxx

Happy 2nd 
Birthday

Kole Abigail Askew
21st May

Lots of love
Gran &
Auntie

Beverley xxx The Last Legs Challenge has involved walks totalling 510 miles to all 44 Ebac Northern 
League grounds including this picturesque scene on the outskirts of Shildon.  

Last  Legs  Challenge  comes  to  
an  end  and  raises  £28,000

Mike Amos’ Last Legs Chal-
lenge came to a close on 
Wednesday 4th May after a 
grand total of £25,000 was 
raised. However, thanks to 
a near four-figure donation 
from Shildon manager, Gary 
Forrest, the Last Legs Chal-
lenge fund has now reached 
£26,000. Also, with Gift Aid 
added to online donations 
through Justgiving, the 
total will increase to an 
amazing £28,000.
Northern League chairman 
for 20 years, Mike Amos, 
said: “It would be wonder-
ful to hit £30,000. Though 

one or two donations are 
still expected in the next 
few days, that seems a very 
tall order. 
“Might those clubs and in-
dividuals who’ve promised 
support but so far been 
unforthcoming still help?”
The fund, marking Mike 
Amos’s retirement as 
league chairman, has 
involved walks totalling 
510 miles to all 44 Ebac 
Northern League grounds. 
The chairman added: “Half 
of every penny raised goes 
to the Sir Bobby Robson 
Foundation. 

“The other half will be 
given in £1,000 segments 
to charities nominated by 
our clubs and drawn at 
the annual dinner on May 
27th.”
Fundraising will have 
to close in a few days, 
however, online donations 
can still be made at www.
justgiv ing.com/lastleg-
schallenge or by cheques 
made payable to the 
Northern League, sent to 
Mike Amos at 8 Oakfields, 
Middleton Tyas, Richmond, 
North Yorks DL10 6SD. 
Mr Amos described 
reaching and exceeding 
his target figure as “the 
perfect ending.” 

If roses grow in Heaven 
Lord, please pick a bunch 

for me
Place them in my friend’s 
arm and tell her they’re 

from me
Miss you loads Agnes 

Agnes Bate
May 19th 

Love Elsie

Congratulations

Services

Robert’s Property 
Maintenance

All home and garden work 
undertaken. Call for a free quote.

07494 942 557

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Brand new double divan
with quilted damask mattress. 

Can arrange delivery. £120
Tel: 07789 113343

JOB VACANCY
Experienced curtain makers

required. Call for details.
01388 235394

Job Vacancy

For Sale 

Compact Duplex Wireless 
Printer  A4 All-in-One with 

Colour Screen

Hardly used
Valued at approximately £188

Can be bought for £60
Contact the Town Crier at

 01388 775896

 2 x Flat Bed Scanners
& 1 Miranda Pro Video Tripod

£5 each
Contact the Town Crier at

 01388 775896

Canon MX320 Printer and Scanner
Used | £20
Contact the
Town Crier at
01388 775896

SENSORY IMPAIRMENT SUPPORT
Support and advice relating to all kinds of sensory 
loss, including equipment to try, contacts for 
support groups, and help for people who want to 
return to work or start work can be arranged by 
phoning 

03000 26 79 79
Or visiting 

www.durham.gov.uk/
sensorysupportteam

Adults 
with 
learning 
difficulties 
can 
recieve 
care and 
support. Arrange by phoning 
03000 26 79 79 or 
visiting www.durham.gov.
uk/learningdisabilities
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The Shildon born author is pictured at North Bay Railway in Scarborough with one of 
his children’s books. 

Shildon  author  releases  
seventh  North  Bay  Tales  book

Shildon born Author, Joe 
Coates, has released the 
latest book in his North Bay 
Tales Series. 
The series is a collection of 
children’s stories based on 
North Bay Railway, Scarbor-
ough, where Joe now lives.
Many have been eagerly 
awaiting the seventh book 
in the series and there’s no 
need to wait any longer! 
The new book is entitled 
The New Steam Engine 
at North Bay Railway and 
features the recent arrival 
of Georgina, a locally built 
miniature steam engine, at 
North Bay Railway.
It will be launched during 
the weekend of 21st and 
22nd May  at North Bay 
Railway’s Train Gala in 
Scarborough.

Joe will be outside the 
ticket office in his usual sto-
rytelling place, from 11am 
till 4.30pm on  Saturday 
and 12 noon till 4.30pm on 
Sunday, together with his 
books, which are available 
throughout the year from 
the North Bay Railway and 
the author himself.
The new book follows 
on the series: Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic, A Birthday 
Surprise, A Santa Special to 
Remember, Donkey Alert,  
Percy the Cat, and Jake and 
a Snake.
Once again this delight-
ful miniature train ride 
features strongly, and 
the books are perfect for 
reading to young children 
who have travelled on that 
train.

North Bay Railway is the 
longest miniature railway 
in England and one of the 
major attractions in Scar-
borough. 
Passengers travel for 
almost a mile from near 
Peasholm Park, past the 
Open Air Theatre, through 
the tunnel and along by 
the sea to Scalby Mills. 
There the engine turns on 
a turntable and the return 
journey is made. 
North Bay Railway also 
features a historic water 
chute, water walkers, a 
boating lake and Boatman’s 
Tavern, the smallest pub in 
Yorkshire. 
Further information can 
be found on the websites 
northbaytales.com and nbr.
org.uk.

our planned improvements 
rather than keeping the 
arches. 
“As a result we took the 
decision to remove them 
as part of these improve-
ments, not only saving 
taxpayers the expense of 
repairing something that 
people told us they did 
not want to keep, but also 
future ongoing mainte-
nance costs.”
Local councillor, Garry 
Huntington said: “Shildon 
Town Council has never 
been officially consulted 
about this and there is no 
evidence that the public 

has been consulted either. 
“Neither has any evidence 
ever been produced to say 
that there is a problem 
with the condition of the 
arches.
“Durham County Council 
has received no author-
ity to do this. I attended 
the consultation event at 
Shildon Library and there 
was no mention at all of 
the arches - never mind of 
their removal.
“This decision is complete-
ly unjustified and totally 
undemocratic. It has been 
foisted upon us and I appeal 
to the people of Shildon to 
make their voices heard.”

From page 1

Shildon  arches  set  
to  be  removed 

Ashley Jardine had no 
recollection of events on 
Sunday 17th April when he 
caused criminal damage to 
a vehicle in Shildon.
Jardine, aged 33, of Boyden 
Close in Bishop Auckland, 
was described as not a 
usual drinker but on that 
day he could recall being in 
Close House and Eldon Lane 
Workingmens Clubs.
He was so intoxicated that 
he could not explain why 

he had gone to Yew Tree 
Avenue, where he was wit-
nessed kicking a car. 
There was no dispute 
between Jardine and the 
owner of the car, who were 
known to one another, and 
Jardine has since paid a 
visit to the victim to apolo-
gise for his actions and paid 
him £150 in damages.
The defendant was sen-
tenced to pay £242 in fines, 
costs and compensation.

Drunken  damage

Does your child 
complain they have 

nothing to do? Visit www.
countydurhamfamilies.

info
or like www.facebook.
com/youngdurham for 

events, news and young 
people’s activities.

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find our your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or kidney 

disease with a check4life health check. 
Then get personalised advice to 
reduce the risks. Visit your GP or 

have a check4life health check in a community 
venue such as your local pharmacy or leisure centre 

where you can see the check4life logo

0191 569 2860

Pupils and staff at Timothy 
Hackworth Primary School 
have been left distraught 
after discovering that 
banners, which were 
displayed on the school 
gates to tackle speeding 
and parking around their 
school, were vandalised and 
destroyed the next day. 
A spokesperson for the 
school council said: “The 
children worked very hard 
on these banners and really 
wanted to make a differ-
ence to their community.

“The school is currently in-
vestigating a range of alter-
native, more durable signs 
as the children believe that 
the parking issue around 
the school continues to 
be a problem, something 
which the school has been 
tackling for many years.
“Until the new signs arrive, 
parents and carers are 
advised to take extra care 
when parking around the 
school and to slow down to 
20mph for the safety of all 
the children.”

Vandals  destroy  
pupils’  banners

Timothy Hackworth pupils were proud to display their 
campaign banners which have been destroyed by vandals. 
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Made to measure curtains
Friendly, local, affordable service 
established for over 23 years

Call us for a free no obligation quote/advice 

01388 235394 

Large selection of fabrics with 
matching wallpapers available 

Poles & tracks supplied & fitted

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

Twelve-year-old community hero, Kyle Scott (left picture) and Doreen Sadler, one third of a group that makes life easier for old people in the 
community, receiving their awards from Chairman of Durham County Council, Cllr Jan Blakey. 

Shildon’s  local  champions  celebrate  with  Chairman’s  
Medal  awards

It was celebration time for 
several local champions in-
cluding Kyle Scott, who is 
involved with Eldon Com-
munity Centre, and June 
Marshall, Doreen Sadler 
and Myrtle Thompson from 
the Shildon Dine and Dance 
Meet and Greet Group.
The four local community 
heroes received County 
Durham’s top award at 

County Hall on Thursday 
12th May.
The Chairman’s Medal was 
presented to individuals 
and organisations from 
throughout the county 
for their outstanding 
voluntary and charitable 
efforts.
They were handed over by 
the Chairman of Durham 
County Council, Cllr Jan 

Blakey, following nomina-
tions made to the 14 Area 
Action Partnerships.
Twelve-year-old Kyle Scott 
has been giving his local 
community a helping hand 
since the age of eight. 
A regular at the children’s 
drop-in session at Eldon 
Community Centre, Kyle’s 
always played a positive 
role and set a good 
example. 
Although he’s moved to 
an older group, Kyle still 
helps out with the games 
and activities for younger 
children. 
He’s also happy to voice his 
positive opinions to older 
children and suggest con-
structive improvements.
During the school holidays, 
Kyle helps at the commu-
nity centre at lunchtimes, 
delivering meals and 
clearing tables.
He’s a keen advocate 
for other young people, 
and writes to the Parish 
Council to enquire about 

improved recreational 
facilities for the village’s 
young people.
Kyle’s caring side was high-
lighted when during the 
post-operative recovery 
of a parish councillor, he 
visited daily to dog walk 
and help in any way he 
could.
Tom Bolton, from Eldon 
Parish Council, who nomi-
nated Kyle said: “Kyle sets 
a very positive example 
to children and young 
people, from both within 
and outside the local com-
munity.
“As someone so young, 
he wants to help and get 
involved in local commu-
nity work, and is a positive 
role model for children 
and adults alike.”
June Marshall, Doreen 
Sadler and Myrtle 
Thompson have been 
volunteering for Age UK 

County Durham for many 
years, assisting with a 
variety of projects.
They are the welcom-
ing faces of Come Eat 
Together at the monthly 
Dine and Dance in Shildon, 
making sure everyone gets 
a cheery “hello” and is 
settled in for lunch before 
the dancing begins.
The ladies also provide 
hand massage sessions to 
bring relaxation and an 
opportunity to socialise 
to residents in care homes 
within the area. 
Myrtle is also a shopping 
buddy, helping older 
people with mobility 
problems to do their food 
shopping.
Councillor Jan Blakey said: 
“These three ladies are 
always cheerful, always 
willing to help others and  
they really help to make a 
difference.”

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

SUPPORT FOR CARERS
A range of support services are provided for 
carers of all ages through local carer support 

organisations.
Services include advice and emotional or practical 

support.
There’s also a Carers Emergency Support Services

If you are 18+, contact Durham County Carers 
Support on

0300 005 1213
If you are under 18, contact Family Action “The 

Bridge” on 0191 383 2520
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Heating & 
Plumbing Services

Gas Safe Registered
Boiler Servicing

Repairs 
Upgrades

All Plumbing & Gas Work
Free Quotes

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998
Ferryhill Based

TEL 01740 657799
MOB 07970 280130

NO JOB TOO LARGE
NO JOB TOO SMALL

WESTSIDE PROPERTIES
AND DEVELOPMENTS LTD

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING
WORK UNDERTAKEN

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN

A big day of celebration at 
St John’s Church. (From 
top to bottom): Charlie 
Raamsalu and his family, 
Thomas Dugdale with his 
parents and godparents, 
little Robbie Doig and fam-
ily and, last but not least, 
Heidi Grace Cubitt with her 
family.

Celebration  at  St  John’s  Church  
with  four  christenings

Four christenings took 
place at St John’s Church on 
Sunday 15th May.
One of the first children to 
receive the blessing was 
Robbie David Thomas Doig.
The son of Callum Doig and 
Chelsea Amy Bowron was 
baptised at 11.15am. 
The tot’s godparents are 
Lauren Hall, Stephanie 
Dixon, Daniel Bourke, Chris-
tine Dawn, Rebecca Motram 
and Jake Beattie.
The family held their recep-
tion at Elm Road Club.
Next in line to be chris-
tened was Charlie Raamsalu 
while  proud parents Martin 
Raamsalu and Nicole Storey 
looked on.
Charlie’s parents chose 
Emma Raamsalu, Susan 
Burrows, Sarah Bradley, 
Denise Temple Heald, Jack 
Burrows and Kieran Burrows 
as godparents.
The family held their recep-
tion at the Shildon Railway 
Institute.
Celebrations didn’t stop 
there as Billy Dugdale and 
Lauren Clarke watched the 
christening of their son, 
Thomas Joe Dugdale, who 
now has godparents in the 
form of Leanne Goulbourn 
Wood, David Wood, Olivia 
Clarke and Terri Clarke.
The family continued cel-
ebrating at the Civic Hall.
Last but not least, little 
Heidi Grace Cubitt was 
baptised in the presence of 
her parents, Mark and Carly 
Cubitt. Christopher Ste-
phenson, Emma Nicholson, 
James Martin and Jessica 
Hutchinson will now extend 
the Cubitt family as godpar-
ents to Heidi. Celebrations 
were continued at The 
Quarry Burn.

The Come Eat Together 
Shopping Buddy Scheme is 
giving older residents in 
Shildon the chance to do 
their food shopping with 
significantly less hassle.
To most, food shopping 
may be as simple as getting 
into your car and heading 
to the local supermarket, 
but for people over 50 this 
couldn’t be further from 
the truth.
With a lack of transport and 
less choice in rural areas, 
access to healthy food can 
be problematic for people 
in this age group. 
In response to this, Age 
UK County Durham’s 
award-winning Come Eat 
Together project is making 

shopping for food as easy 
as possible.
The scheme works by 
matching an older person 
with a dedicated volun-
teer.
Volunteers, who always 
come with a friendly face, 
use their own vehicles to 
offer flexible times, help 
around the store and assist 
with heavier shopping.
To find out more about the 
shopping buddy scheme or 
for more information on 
how to  become a volun-
teer who helps people with 
shopping or a volunteer 
driver, contact the team 
on 0191 374 6577 or at 
cet@ageukcountydurham.
org.uk.

A simple  pleasure  
made  easy

A double glazed front facing 
window of a property in 
Highland Gardens was 
damaged at 7.40pm on 
Tuesday 10th May. Shildon 
NPT are asking for any 

witnesses or those with in-
formation as to the person 
responsible to contact 
them, either by attending 
the office or via Police Tel-
ephone number 101.

Criminal  damage 

The Shildon and Newton 
Aycliffe New Pathways 
Together Dementia 
Support Group meet every 
Monday for morning coffee 
and lunch for £3, and 
every Tuesday for coffee, a 
bacon buttie or soup and a 
bun for £2 at the Western 
Area Community Centre, 
Silverdale Place in Newton 
Aycliffe from 10am-1pm. 
On Thursdays, if the 
weather is fine, the group 
usually take a minibus trip. 
A Dementia Cafe is held 
at the same location on 

the last Tuesday of every 
month and is attended by 
the Alzheimer’s Society. 
For more information ring 
07967 901477 or 01325 
308094.
To get to the Western 
Area Community Centre 
in Silverdale Place from 
Shildon, take either the 5 
or 5a bus from the town 
centre, which will go to the 
Lindisfarne Nursing Home 
in Williamfield Way.
The community house is 
just behind the home next 
to the bus stop.

Dementia  support

Jamie Lee Donalson, aged 
24, of Priestman Road 
in Newton Aycliffe was 
randomly stop-checked by 
police at 11.20am on the 
morning of 13th March as 

he drove his VW Golf on the 
A6072 in Shildon. 
An officer smelled cannabis 
on Donalson and a drug test 
proved positive.
Donalson pleaded guilty 
to the charge and was 
found to be in breach of 
a conditional discharge 
which had been imposed in 
September for possession 
of cannabis. Magistrates at 
Newton Aycliffe revoked 
his current community 
order and imposed a new 
one of twelve months and 
sentenced Donalson to pay 
£242 in fines, costs and  
compensation. 

Drug  driver  convicted

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Saint Mark’s Spring Fayre 
was abuzz with visitors 
and £1383 were raised for 
church funds on Saturday 
14th May. 
New Mayor of Shildon, Trish 
Pemberton opened the 
fayre at 1pm.
“I am very excited,” she said 
at the time, “to be under-
taking my first official duty 
as Shildon’s new mayor.”

Rev’d David Tomlinson 
thanked Cllr Pemberton 
for attending the fayre and 
strengthening the bonds 
of friendship between the 
communities of Shildon and 
Eldon.
Church Warden Janice 
Clark commented: “We 
are so grateful to everyone 
who came to help us have 
what was a lovely day.”

St  Mark’s  Spring  
Fayre  success

New Mayor of Shildon, Trish Pemberton, and Rev’d David 
Tomlinson at Saint Mark’s Church. 

Shildon NPT are appealing 
for witnesses to an incident 
of criminal damage to a 
ground floor window in 
Pears Terrace, Shildon.
The damage was caused by 
a stone or similar missile 
being thrown at the window 
of a property at that 
location between 9.40pm 
and 9.50pm on Saturday 
14th May. 
Anyone who witnessed this 
incident or has information 
as to the person responsible 

for causing the damage can 
call Shildon NPT on 101.

Damage  to  window

The Fabulous Country Artist 
DAVE

 WESTERN
will be 

appearing 
at Shildon 

Railway 
Sports & Social Club,  Shildon 
on Wednesday May 25th 2016

8.00pm-11.00pm
Entry fee is £2
Buffet & Raffle

Assembly  held  to  celebrate  
Flo’s  eightieth  birthday
An assembly was held 
at Prince Bishops Com-
munity Primary school in 
Coundon Grange to cel-
ebrate the 80th birthday 
of a long-standing, deserv-
ing member of staff, Flo 
Hannah.
Mrs Hannah has been a 
lunchtime supervisor at 
the school for the last ten 
years. 
Before arriving at 
Prince Bishops Commu-
nity Primary school, Mrs 
Hannah worked at Eldon 
Lane Primary school as a 
secretary.
The assembly was held 
in her honour and the 
children and staff sang 
happy birthday before Mrs 
Hannah was presented 
with a bouquet of flowers 
and a bowling ball trophy 
to represent her favourite 
past-time.
Mrs Hannah was reported 
to be delighted with the 
assembly and her gifts.

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Event safety information 
for organisers

If you are planning an event, 
please contact the County 
Durham Safety Advisory 

Group for advice, guidance 
and suport to ensure that 
your event is a safe one.

Email safeevents@durham.
gov.uk

Visit www.durham.gov.uk/
eventsafety

Lunchtime supervisor, Flo Hannah, was delighted that an 
assembly was held to celebrate her 80th birthday.

Victims  at  heart  of  Police  
Commissioner’s  second  term
Victims of crime and anti-
social behaviour will have 
top priority throughout 
Ron Hogg’s second term of 
office, he announced at his 
swearing in ceremony on 
Monday 16th May.
Emphasising this commit-
ment, Mr Hogg said that 
he will now be known as 
Police, Crime and Victims’ 
Commissioner for County 
Durham and Darlington.
Speaking at the ceremony 
to swear the oath of 
office at Durham County 
Hall, Mr Hogg said: “I will 
be working closely with 
partners in the public 
and voluntary sectors to 
ensure that the needs of 
victims are foremost as 
they progress through the 
criminal justice system.”
He added, “Services should 
be customised to the needs 
of individuals. 
“For example, I want to 
bring in specific support 
services for victims of hate 
crime, and for those with 
mental health problems.
“I have added the word 
‘victims’ to my job title to 
emphasise how important 
they are, and I expect that 
local people will hold me 
to account for this.”
Ron also indicated that he 
would continue to chal-

lenge the Government to 
ensure that funding for 
policing in County Durham 
and Darlington is sufficient 
to meet local needs, and 
that the threats of child 
sexual exploitation and cy-
bercrime would also be key 
areas in his second term.
The ceremony was 
attended by over 50 
people including Council-
lors from County Durham 
and Darlington, providers 
of support services for 
victims, senior officers 
from the Police, Fire and 

Rescue service. 
The mini-police were on 
hand to help make sure the 
event went smoothly.

Ron Hogg, left, with Durham County Council Chief Execu-
tive, Terry Collins as he signs up for a second term.



Friday 20th May 2016Shildon & District Town Crier Issue 767 Page 7

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

Shildon Model Railway Club will hold an Annual Weekend Exhibition on Saturday 4th 
and Sunday 5th June. 

Model  Railway  Club  hold  
Annual  Weekend  Exhibition

Shildon  athletes  compete  at  
North  East  Championships

Shildon Model Railway 
Club’s Annual Open 
Weekend Exhibition will 
take place at Locomo-
tion: The National Railway 
Museum on Saturday 4th 
and Sunday 5th June from 
10am-5pm.
This popular, annual exhi-
bition will feature a wide 
range of model railway 
layouts, as well as trade 
stands, offering visitors 
everything they need to 

enjoy their modelling 
hobby at home.
Layouts by Shildon Model 
Railway Club members 
will include “Shildon 00”, 
“Norwood Yard”, and 
“Penna Yard”. 
Guest layouts will include 
“West Pinfold” by Durham 
Modellers, and “Brough” 
by Birtley MRE.
There will be a small 
charge for special attrac-
tion Steam Locomotive 

Rides. Refreshments will 
also be available.
For more information, 
contact Dave Walker on 
01325 310899 or deltics-
4dave@btinternet.com. 
Alternatively, visit www.
shildonmrc.com.
Parking and admission to 
the museum are free of 
charge.
The museum also has 
access for visitors who are 
disabled. 

Saint John’s Church is 
launching a ‘Friends 
scheme’ to seek donations 
from friends of the church 
in the community to help 
sustain the church building, 
which has stood proudly in 
the centre of Shildon since 
1834.
The church works hard 
to draw the community 
together. For example, in 
2015 the church christened 
79 children; undertook 
75 funerals;  celebrated 
15 weddings; shared 
6,417 meals through the 
foodbank; provided 610 
advocacy sessions; sup-
ported 1,521 people in gar-
dening skills; involved 806 
children in looking after 
the town through gardening 
and litter picks; provided 
over 600 items of house-
hold furnishings; welcomed 
over 1,000 people to fun 
in the park events; ran 
a weekly Youthy with 
30 teens including trips 
away and a camp; ran an 
after school club with 40 
children each fortnight; ran 
a kids cooking club, a gar-
dening club, and supported 
Shildon’s schools.

The North East Track 
and Field Championships 
were held at Gateshead 
Stadium last weekend and 
resulted in some excellent 
performances from Shildon 
athletes.
Both Rachel Bennett and 
Kyle Walton ran in their 
first major event of the 
outdoor season with both 
putting in exceptional per-
formances.
On Saturday, Rachel 
competed in the U15 Girls 
200m, easily qualifying for 
the final in 26.16 seconds.
In the final she showed her 
class, racing well clear to 
record a Championship 
Best Performance of 25.51 
seconds to take gold.
The same day Kyle ran in 
the U15 Boys 100m and 
again easily qualified in 
11.73 seconds. 
In the final he showed what 
an exceptional athlete he 
is at this event, winning 
gold in 11.39 seconds to 
setting a new personal 
best (PB) and club record.

St John’s receives £68 for 
a wedding and £90 for a 
funeral.
The church receives no 
money from outside of 
Shildon and maintain-
ing, insuring, heating and 
lighting the building costs 
£143 a day.
A spokesperson for the 
Church said: “The friends 
scheme is about being sus-
tainable, and the church 
is looking for 100 people 
prepared to give £10 a 
month by standing order to 
enable that sustainability.
“The church belongs to 
Shildon and this support 
stays in Shildon, so if you 
would like to be 1 in 100 
then contact Rev’d David at 
parishofshildon@gmail.com 
or phone 01388 778998.”

Charlie Dixon competed in 
the U15 Boys 300m running 
extremely well to finish 4th 
in his heat in a new PB of 
43.0 seconds and earning 
himself a place in the final 
where, despite a valiant 
effort, he finished 7th in 
43.23 seconds.
Cody Hall and Kayleigh 
Readman both competed 
in the U13 Girls 200m with 
Cody finishing 3rd in her 
heat in 30.46 seconds and 
Kayleigh finishing 5th in 
hers in 32.13 seconds.
Kayleigh later took part in 
the Long Jump with a best 
jump of 3.39m. 
The following day Rachel 
and Kyle were back seeking 
more medals.
Rachel competed in the 
U15 Girls 100m where she 
qualified for the final in 
12.6 seconds.
In the final she reinforced 
her domination by sprint-
ing clear of the field to 
win her second gold of the 
championships in 12.58 
seconds.

St  John’s  launches  
‘Friends  Scheme’

The St John’s Church has stood proudly in the centre of 
Shildon since 1834. 

Kyle was seeking his 
second gold in the U15 
Boys 200m and took part in 
a scintillating final which 
saw three athletes cross 
the line together. 
The track judges were 
forced to adjudicate the 
order of medals as photo 
finish equipment failed, 
and Kyle was awarded 
second place after all three 
athletes were given a joint 
time of 24.2 seconds. 
Kayleigh and Cody 
returned to compete in 
the U13 Girls 100m with 
both girls achieving PBs of 
14.99 and 14.64 seconds 
respectively.
Elle Liddell was the final 
member of the squad to 
compete, in the U15 girls 
shot, which she led for a 
considerable time with 
a exceptional throw of 
8.84m (a new PB).
However, two throws late 
on in the competition sent 
Ellie into 3rd place in the 
competition, earning her a 
well deserved bronze. 
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
   Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

The six numbers drawn 
from the bag during Shildon 
AFC Supporters’ Club’s 
weekly lottery on Sunday 
were: 1, 2, 4, 7, 9 and 10.
There was no winner of the 
jackpot prize, however, the 

£25 consolation prize was 
won by M Longstaff.
This week, players will need 
to choose the matching six 
numbers from the remain-
ing 12 to win the jackpot 
which rolls over to £800. 

Lotto  rolls  over  to  
£800  jackpot 

Shildon’s Rebecca Horner, with her parents, takes home 
the Championship trophy after her success.

Rebecca  flies  in  to  win  
county  championship

Former Timothy Hackworth 
Primary School and Sun-
nydale Community College 
student, twenty-year-old 
Rebecca Horner from 
Shildon flew home from  
university in Troy, Alabama-
to take part in the Durham 
County Golf Championships 
and returned to the USA 
with some extra luggage in 
the form of the Champion-
ship trophy!
Rebecca, who lived in 
Rosedale Crescent, took 
part in the tournament, 
played from Friday 6th May 
to Sunday 8th May, which 
consisted of a three-day 
competition with two 
rounds of stroke play and a 
final knockout matchplay. 
Rebecca was the leading 
qualifier in the stroke play 

and held on to her leading 
position to clinch the cham-
pionship in the final round. 
Rebecca is on a scholarship 
at Troy University, whose 
golf team has won the 
Sunbelt Championships for 
the previous two years and 
came second this year, and 
is about to start her fourth 
and final year. She hopes 
to stay in America after 
graduating to teach golf 
professionally. Rebecca, 
who won the Pleasington 
Putter in 2015 and the 
Durham County Champion-
ships when she was just 15 
years old, is currently a +1 
handicap and a member of 
Wynyard Golf Club. She will 
be representing Durham at 
County Week which will be 
played at Penrith in June.

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club’s 1st team tasted 
defeat for the first time 
in the Darlington Building 
Society North Yorks & 
South Durham Premier 
Cricket League Division 
2, when visitors Barnard 
Castle proved too strong 
for the Railwaymen.
Batting first, only the Upton 
brothers looked in any sort 
of form, with skipper Greg 
(36) and Bret (58 not out) 
providing most resistance 
to some excellent bowling.
At one point the innings 

seemed unlikely to total 
125 but the home side dug 
in and was finally all out in 
the 49th over for 170.
This score may have chal-
lenged some sides, but 
with their first team riding 
high at the top of the 
Premier League, Barnard 
Castle eased to victory in 
the 28th over, reaching 171 
for the loss of four wickets 
(Bret Upton 3-38).
The defeat leaves Shildon in 
fifth place in a very strong 
and competitive division. 
A weakened 2nd team lost 

Shildon  cricketers  derailed
heavily at Marske, leaving 
the side firmly rooted at 
the bottom of Division 3.
Peter Stanwix (65) led the 
Railwaymen to 117 for 8, 
but Marske raced to victory 
without losing a wicket in 
only 15 overs.  
On Saturday, the 1st team 
will go to Yarm and the 2nd 
team will entertain North-
allerton at the Sportsfield 
at 1pm. 
On Sunday, the Under 11s 
are due at Mainsforth and 
on Monday the Under 15s 
are at home to Mainsforth.

Shildon captain, Daniel ‘Bobby’ Moore lifts the Northern League Cup after the Railway-
men complete an historic double with a penalty shootout win over Marske United. 

Double  delight  as  Shildon  AFC  
retain  Northern  League  Cup

Shildon have won an 
historic double after re-
taining the League Cup in a 
dramatic penalty shootout 
win over last season’s 
league champions, Marske 
United at Billingham on 
Wednesday evening, 11th 
May.
The victory caps the most 
successful season in the 
club’s history since 1940, 
which began with victory 
in the season’s opening 
Cleator Cup - the equiva-
lent of the professional 
game’s Charity Shield 
- against the same opposi-

tion as the final match: last 
season’s league champions, 
Marske United. 
It was Marske who took the 
lead in the game after an 
even start when ex-Shildon 
forward, Jamie Owens 
pounced to convert after 
an initial shot cannoned off 
the post.
Shildon levelled on the 
stroke of half time through 
last season’s player of the 
year, Sam Hodgson, and 
the Railwaymen went on 
to dominate the remainder 
of  the game, but could not 
find the winning goal.

The match instead 
remained level at 1-1 
through extra time to be 
decided by penalties.
Shildon missed the opening 
spot kick but Marske failed 
to take advantage, missing 
their second and when 
Billy Greulich-Smith scored 
his, it was down to Jamie 
Owens to repeat his normal 
time heroics. 
But his penalty sailed over 
the bar and the delighed 
Shildon players were 
crowned double winners in 
front of a large and raptur-
ous following.


