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www.bigsummer.co.uk

Have fun and save 

money this summer!  

Find things to do and places  

to go at bigsummer.co.uk

Students at Greenfield Com-
munity College’s Sunnydale 
Campus wowed audiences 
last week, with their pro-
fessional production of Les 
Misérables.
Dressed in full period 
costume, the youngsters 
performed three shows at 

the school, and parents 
were extremely impressed 
with the talent on display.
The show was directed by 
staff members Allison Brown 
and Ursula Massingham, who 
were also delighted with the 
talent of their students.
Allison stated, “Mrs. Mass-

ingham and I have worked 
hard over the years to en-
courage students to become 
involved in the Music De-
partment and to have the 
confidence to perform on 
stage, and it is fantastic to 
be able to produce this show 
with such a large number of 
talented, confident upper 
school boys and girls and 
to have younger members 
of the school also involved. 
It really has been a dream 
come true and I have loved 
every second. We are im-
mensely proud of all of 
them.”
Lesley Watt, Drama and 
English Teacher of Green-
field Aycliffe Campus com-
mented, “I was incredibly 
impressed and thoroughly 
enjoyed everything about 
the show. The acting, 
singing, choreography, 
special effects, costumes, 
sets, lighting, music, back 
stage crew …it was amazing. 
It was such a great perfor-
mance and the standard of 
music and acting was what 
you would expect from an 
award winning West-End 
show.”
Later in the week, the 
students also put on a per-
formance in Hackworth Park 
(see pg 6).

Students  delight  with 
‘misérables’ performance

The cast of Les Misérables on stage.

Kids’  summer  
reading  challenge
The Summer Reading Chal-
lenge 2015 is under starter’s 
orders – and the theme for 
this year’s event is record 
breakers.
The challenge sees children 
aged from four to 11 years-
old encouraged to read six 
or more library books during 
the school holidays.
They can sign up for the 
challenge at Shildon Library 
- or any other County 
Durham Library - where they 
can also collect rewards and 
incentives for working their 
way through the challenge.
This year, the event’s 
national organiser, the 
Reading Agency, has 
teamed up with Guinness 
World Records to encourage 
youngsters to explore real-
life achievements and world 
records.
They will be able to 
discover weird, wonderful 
and wacky records from 
around the world in six 
different categories – Cool 
Tech, Way to Go!, The Big 
Stuff, Animal Magic, People 

Power and Action! Adven-
ture!
Linda Dobson, Durham 
County Council principal 
library manager, said, “The 
Summer Reading Challenge 
always proves extremely 
popular in County Durham 
libraries.
“Children love discover-
ing new books and earning 
rewards for their reading. 
It’s a fantastic way of 
engaging new readers and 
encouraging those who 
are already enthusiastic to 
try picking up a book that 
they wouldn’t normally 
consider.”
The Summer Reading Chal-
lenge is free and there is 
also a mini challenge for 
pre-school-age children.
Children can also recom-
mend books and decide 
what to read using the 
online book sorter at www.
summerreadingchallenge.
org.uk.
For more information visit  
www.durham.gov.uk/librar-
ies.
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Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

A special person
A special place

Someone we loved 
And can never replace

Never selfish, always kind
These are the memories

He left behind

Ossie Bowes
18th July 2013

Loved and remembered 
every day, 

Shirley, Lesley, Stuart, 
Gemma, Leigh, Henry 

& Harriet
xxx

I am alone, I know it’s true
There was a time when we 

were two,
Those were the days when 

we would chat,
Doing little jobs of this and 

that

Freda Bayles
16th July 2014

Loving Husband, 
John

We’d go to the shops and 
select our meals,

But now I’m alone, I know 
how it feels

To try and cook or have 
Meals on Wheels

The rooms are empty 
there’s not a sound,

Sometimes I’m lost and 
wander round,

To look for jobs that 
I can do

To bring back the days 
when we were two

When darkness falls and 
curtains drawn,

That’s when I feel most 
forlorn,

But I must be honest and 
tell the truth

I’m not quite alone and 
here’s the proof

Because beside me 
in her chair

She quietly waits our time 
to share,

Freda said to me some time 
ago,

Darling, when the time 
comes for us to go,

Let’s mix our ashes and be 
together

So we can snuggle up for 
ever and ever

Happy 10th Birthday to my 
youngest Son, hope you 

have a fantastic day

Kian Dixon

Love you loads Kian,
Love Mam & Dad

xxx

Happy Birthday lil’ bro

Kian Dixon

Love Brad & Cole
x

Alexis Warrior

All our love and best wishes, 
From Mam, Dad & Jonny

xxx

19th July

Congratulations Alexis on 
your 18th Birthday

18!

Michael

Lots of love,
Kelly & kids

xxx

Happy 40th Michael

40!

Happy 40th Birthday Son

Michael

Lots of love,
Mam

xx

Happy 40th Birthday 
Michael

Michael

Love Debra, Dave & Sarah
xxx

Mark Arnott

Lots of love,
Holly, Jonathan, Emily, 

Caitlin & Lily
xxx

Happy 40th Birthday Mark

40!

20.7.15

Mark Arnott

Love you millions,
Nicola & Jack

xxx

Happy 40th Birthday Mark, 
love the hat! Haha!

Euan Kitching

Love Mam, Dad 
& Nathaniel

Happy 13th Birthday
Teenager at last

16.7.02

Happy 13th Birthday

Euan

Lots of love,
Nana Lily

Teenager today
Happy Birthday

Euan

Love Auntie Lily, Uncle 
Mally & family

13 Today

Euan

Love Grandad, Chris

Happy 13th Birthday

Euan

Love you lots,
Nana Caroline

Happy Birthday Euan

Euan

Uncle Thomas, Aunty 
Catherine, Aunty Jenna, 
Uncle Luke, Aunty Lisa 

Marie, Uncle Dave, 
all your cousins

Happy Birthday

Euan

Love Uncle Keith & Viv

Happy Birthday on your 
90th Mam

Irene Robinson
17th July

Love Eileen, Maureen, 
Steven & Keith

xxx

90!

Acknowledgements

Wish to express their 
sincere thanks to all 
relatives, friends and 

neighbours for the 
kindness and sympathy 
shown to them during 

their recent bereavement. 
Also for the cards, letters 

of condolence, floral 
tributes received and 

donations to The Asthma 
Society and St John’s 

Church. Thanks to Rev. 
Shirley Griffiths for a 

comforting service and 
to Colin Farlow and the 

staff of The Co-operative 
Funeralcare in Shildon for 

funeral arrangements. 
Also special thanks to all 
the staff at Morrisons.

Doreen Lack
The family of the late

Need to contact 
The Crier
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com
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Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

It was a weekend of children 
and youth activities as the 
sun shone over Shildon last 
Saturday and Sunday, 11th 
and 12th July.
On Saturday morning Saint 
John’s Youthy hosted their 
first ever coffee morning 
in aid of their planned trip 
to Parliament in October of 
this year. 
Strawberries were dipped 
in chocolate, tombola 
prizes included toys and 
sweets and cold drinks were 
served alongside hot. As 

the people came and went, 
chatting and smiling, the 
young people were excited 
to discover that they had 
broken a coffee morning 
record for Saint John’s, 
raising just over £250 in 
only two hours.
Naomi Tomlinson, youth 
worker, commented, 
“These young people are 
amazing, they just work so 
hard, and do it all so cheer-
fully.” 
On Sunday it was the turn of 
the kids from ‘Nice Time’, a 

regular children’s service. 
With the term drawing to 
an end, Eileen Bowman 
organised a trip to Harry’s 
Farm near West Auckland. 
The farm is a charity set 
up to support young people 
leaving the care system. 
The children of ‘Nice Time’ 
fed lambs, stroked horses, 
and heard the tale of how 
the donkey got his cross. 
One little boy summed it up 
when he said, “When I grow 
up, my farm will be just like 
this one!”

Would like to say a big 
thank you to all family & 
friends who have given 
Pat lifts to hospital , for 
cards and flowers. To 

doctors and nurses at both 
hospitals. Thanks to Doctor 

Chan from Hallgarth 
Surgery, Gibson’s Funeral 

Directors, especially Kevan 
who was very caring. 

Thanks to Rev. J Spencer 
for the lovely service and 

friends who did the buffet, 
especially Margaret.

Pat Scott & family

Classifieds
All about local people...

Acknowledgements

In a wheelchair who tipped 
over on the bank behind 

the Civic last week, would 
like to thank the gentleman 

who braved her dogs to 
assist her.
Thank you.

Disabled lady

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07596 179 859

Services

T&D Fencing Services
Tel: 07974 618 146

Carpets Fitted & Refitted
By a time served fitter

Tel: 01325 317928
07985 350 188

Local Light Removals
Cheap Rates

07413 328 828

Found

Matalan Card
Belonging to Mrs Anita Foster. 

Found outside The George 
on 13th July.

Contact The Crier

For Sale

Claire’s Mobile Hairdressing
Call 07736 905 185 for an 

appointment today

New Beds
Singles from £70
Doubles from £90

Can deliver
07789 113 343

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

AmAzInG RESULTS!
The Professional Estate Agents

34 Church Street, Shildon, DL4 1DX (opposite Foundations)
Tel: 0845 307 2222

Opened Monday 
22nd June

OPEnInG OFFER
FREE Property Valuation
Any listed property is entered into 
our Zoopla monthly draw with a 

£5,000 Prize!

THInKInG OF SELLInG?!
Please ring or call in 

to book your valuation

Weekend  of  activities

Megan and Abbie prepare the tombola at their Coffee Morning.

At the Annual General 
Meeting of County Durham 
Residents’ Association, 
former Shildon Town Coun-
cillor Andrew Bowman was 
re-elected as Chairman of 
the organisation he helped 
create in 2008, as were 
Christine Hall as Secretary, 
Angus Graver as Treasurer 
and John Kelley as Vice-
Chair. 
C.D.R.A. - as it has become 
known - was set up as an 
‘umbrella’ group for all 
resident and community 
groups throughout County 
Durham, though individu-
als are encouraged and 
welcomed to be involved.
Its aims are to give all resi-
dents the opportunity to 
unite and have a stronger 
voice to engage, support, 
and challenge bodies such 
as local authorities, the 
police, the NHS, and gov-
ernment departments.
As a county-wide group 
they host one-day events 
on topics that generally 
come from their members. 
During the last twelve 

months these events 
have covered domestic 
violence, homelessness, 
hospital waiting times, G.P. 
services, bus timetables, 
legal matters (in particu-
lar wills and probate), 
policing, neighbour-
hood watch, community 
safety, the County Plan, 
neighbourhood planning, 
government services, and 
most recently, hosting a 
debate on the ‘end of life’ 
and what our options are as 
we come to it.
Campaigns on what matters 
to its members are at the 
heart of C.D.R.A. In 2013 it 
was commended as Volun-
teer Group of the Year for 
its ‘Heat or Eat’ campaign 
- a campaign it had cham-
pioned since 2008. 
Mr Bowman commented, 
“Being acutely aware that 
as this age of austerity digs 
ever deeper, the group 
knows that the time ahead 
will be extremely challeng-
ing for everyone.”
Looking ahead, the group 
is planning its next series 

of one-day events starting 
with ‘struggling families’, 
and  linking with Durham 
Community Action on 
a range of NHS focused 
one-day events, mental 
health, frail-elderly 
services, long term health 
conditions, and palliative 
care. 
Dates for all these are to 
follow, though the first 
event, ‘struggling families’ 
is being arranged for Sep-
tember in Shildon.      

Chairman  re-elected

Andrew Bowman was 
re-elected as Chairman of 
County Durham Resident’s 
Association.



Friday 17th July 2015 Shildon & District Town CrierIssue 724Page 4

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC Internal Doors

tEL: 01388 777606

Furnace industrial  Estate,  shildon

ROBSON’S
Domestic & Commercial

Reliable & Quality Service 
at a reasonable price

Tel Dave 
on 01388 327943
or 07474 184 779

PAINTING & DECORATING

E: robsonsdecorating@hotmail.com

OAP 20% DISCOUNT
Free Estimates

Speed checks took place in 
hotspot locations around 
Shildon on Saturday 11th 
July, with officers using a 
speed laser gun. 
A police officer stated, “We 

have caught a number of 
motorists speeding and 
tickets have been issued.
“These speed checks will 
continue so motorists are 
aware of the speed limits.”

The second Shildon club 
to compete were Caprice 
Roller Skating Club, 
also based at Sunnydale 
Leisure Centre.
Lisa Firbank and Kay 
Taylor,  coaches at the 
club, retained their title 
with their duo dance. They 
also placed 2nd with their 
trio dance (The Magpies) 
with Andrea Vasey, while  
Andrea was also placed 1st 
with John Parlour for the 

FOR SALE
Adamson Street, Shildon

£39,950
Three Bed End Tce House

GCH & UPVC DG 
Attic Room

Modern Fitted Kitchen
No Chain, ideal first home

Tel: 01388 773355

Garden Maintenance & 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

An officer undertakes speed checks at the top of Eldon 
Bank.

Police  clamp  down  
on  speeding

Shildon  clubs  skate  through  
competition

Two Shildon-based skating 
clubs took part in the Tyne 
Tees Tournament 2015, held 
at Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
Centre on Saturday 11th and 
Sunday 12th July.
This was the very first 
competition for newly es-
tablished roller skating club 
Spectrum RSC, who train at 
Shidon Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre, as well as Spectrum 
Leisure in Willington.
Sixteen year-old Sharday 
Smith from Shildon won a 
silver medal in the newcom-
ers solo dance.
In both her events, Shildon’s 
Nicola Stevens, 16, came in 
4th position, just missing 
out on medals.
In total, 13 skaters repre-
sented Spectrum Roller 
Skating Club and the day 
concluded with ‘club show’ 
numbers, when the group  
performed to Disney’s 
Under the Sea and came in 
5th. 
A spokesperson for the club 
said, “I am very proud of our 
skaters, they have exceeded 
expectations and it was a 
huge bonus that we came 
away with two medals.”
The club trains at Spectrum 

Leisure in Willington on 
Wednesdays between 4.30-
5.30pm and Sunnydale 
Shildon on Fridays between 

mature couples dance. 
Leah Toms (a Crier Deliv-
erer!) was also placed 1st 
with her partner in the 
pairs event, as well as 2nd 
in the combined event 
and 2nd in the couples 
event, dancing with Curtis 
Taylor.  
Aysha Toms and Harvey 
Taylor performed bril-
liantly in their first 
couples dance in a compe-
tition with Cameron Dunn 

and Bradley Dunn receiv-
ing their first competition 
medal when the club won 
3rd place for their club 
show, All That Jazz.  
The club trains at Sun-
nydale Leisure Centre on 
Saturday afternoons from 
2.30pm. Sessions will be 
starting again from the 
first week in September. 
For more information call 
Andrea on 07876 354 981 
or John on 07788 725 871.

Members of Caprice Roller Skating Club with their bronze medals, which they were 
awarded after placing third in the club show.

Spectrum Roller Skating Club were ‘Under the Sea’ for 
their club show.

Legges Florist
49 Fore Bondgate, Bishop 
Auckland, 01388 606461
Flower Arranging 

Classes
Every Wednesday from 

12th Aug - 15th Sep, 6-8pm
Please ring to book

Also Photography 
& Wedding Flowers

7.30-8.30pm. For more 
information ring 07891 
461958 or ‘like’ their page 
on Facebook. 
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If your youngsters are 
looking for something dif-
ferent to do during the 
school summer holidays, 
why not try The Young 
Entertainers Wacky 
Workshop?
The workshops take place 
at Sunnydale Leisure Centre 
on Wednesdays 5th and 
12th August, from 10am to 
3pm for just £1 entry.
A spokesperson for the 
events said, “Apart from 
playing crazy fun games 

and meeting new friends, 
this year you will be 
creating a show in a day, 
with lots of music, fun and 
laughter in it. 
“So if you are aged 8 to 15 
years and you think this 
sounds like something you'd 
like to do, give us a call and 
get more information. 
“Bring a friend, bring two, 
but don't forget to bring a 
packed lunch!”
Call 01388  774838  or 07747 
826 324 to book a place.

Mr  &  Mrs  Smith  celebrate  60  
happy  years  together

A special anniversary took 
place last week, when John 
and Margaret Smith from 
Middridge celebrated 60 
happily married years.
The couple met at Spen-
nymoor Rink dance when 
Margaret was 16, and they 
tied the knot six year later 
at St. Helen’s Church on 9th 
July, 1955.
John, 85, was born in Mid-
dleton Road in Shildon 
and attended Timothy 
Hackworth and the Council 
School. He left education at 
14 and took up employment 
at Shildon Wagon Works 
until he was called up for 
national service in 1951. 
After two years he returned 
back to the B. R. as a fitter, 
later becoming a works 
study team leader. 

The last 25 years of his 
working life were at UMM in 
Aycliffe.
Margaret, 82, was born 
in South Moor. Her family 
moved to West Auckland 
to run a fish shop when she 
was 3 years-old. 
She also left school at 
14 and started work at 
West Auckland Clothing 
Company as a shorthand 
typist. Three years later 
she went to Astraka, where 
she stayed until the family 
came along in 1961. 
She returned to work in 
1970 at Sunnydale Com-
prehensive as secretary to 
head teachers Mr. Thurket-
tle and Mr. Walton, staying 
in the job for 17 years.
She has also been involved 
with St. Teresa’s Hospice 

in Church Street for over 
25 years and still helps out 
there every Saturday.
The sprightly couple have 
a daughter, Julie, and a 
son, John Carl, both living 
close by, as well as two 
grandchildren, Kirsty and 
Charlotte, and one great 
grandchild, Kaitlyn.
In earlier days the couple 
loved touring in their 
caravan and John was keen 
on fishing and walking. 
Margaret still likes to knit 
and crochet and loves 
caring for the family. 
They celebrated their 
special occasion with 
a meal with family and 
friends at the Bay Horse in 
Middridge before enjoying 
a trip to York with National 
Holidays.                                                                                                                  

Thanks to funding from 
Councillors Henry Nichol-
son and Trish Pemberton, 
Jubilee Fields Community 
Centre is holding a free six 
week Summer Street Dance 
Camp every Thursday 
throughout the school 
holidays, for children aged 
5 to 16 years. 
The sessions will run from 

12.45pm until 2.15pm from 
Thursday 23rd July and 
every week thereafter, cul-
minating with a showcase 
on the evening of the last 
session. 
Registration is required, so 
if your child would like to 
attend the sessions call in 
the centre for a reserva-
tion form.

Summer  street  
dance  camp

Young  Entertainers  
Wacky  Workshops

Margaret and John Smith on their special day.

TV AERIALS
Full Digital - HD Ready

One room from£35
Extra rooms from £10 
TV tuned in free

All work guaranteed
We will match any quote

jtva.co.uk 0784 574 6531
All jobs subject to available signals

URGENTLY 
REQUIRED

Properties to purchase 
in Bishop Auckland 

and Shildon. 
Funds available. No 

agent’s fees, no chain, 
quick completion

07966 046 055

Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTImATES

doUGLas
ELECtriCaL 
& tV aEriaL 

sErViCEs High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

nEED A VAn?
JOHn’S VAn
LIGHT REmOVALS

AnyTHInG mOVED 
FROm £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICEnSED WASTE 
CARRIER

Lotto  rollover
The latest Shildon AFC 
Supporters Club lotto 
numbers were drawn on 
Sunday evening at the 
football ground clubhouse 
on Dean Street. 
The six numbers out of 
the bag were: 5, 7, 8, 11, 
14 and 15. There were no 
winners of the jackpot, 
which now rolls over to 

£650. 
The consolation prize of 
£25 was won by A Cook. 
To win the jackpot next 
week, players are required 
to choose the matching 6 
numbers from 15. 
Tickets cost just £2 per 
play and are available 
at various outlets in the 
town.

Shildon  Royal  British  
Legion
An ex-serving member of 
HM Forces, along with a 
group of other veterans, 
is hoping to reform the 
Shildon branch of the Royal 
British Legion.
The group have provision-

ally sourced a daytime 
venue for meetings and are 
looking to gauge how many 
local veterans would be 
interested.
For more information, or to 
register your interest, call 
John Smith on 07923 457 
034 or email johnsmith56@
hotmail.co.uk.

Support your 
local paper!
Please mention 
The Town Crier 

when responding to 
Advertisements

TO LET
Nice 3 bed in Shildon
Excellent condition
Newly decorated
Shower, Alarmed

Quiet St & Neighbours
Rent Negotiable 

to suit circumstances

TEL: 07729614316
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CLEM’S 
FISH RESTAURANT

Shildon
01388 773400

TWO MEALS FOR £10
(Restaurant only. Excluding Clem’s Special)

28 Seater Restaurant
Or if you fancy a drink, try the Bishop Auckland 

Clem’s where we are fully licensed. 01388 665955.

OAP SPECIAL
Small Fish & Chips, Tea, Bread & Butter, £4.90

4th Shildon Brownies 
ended a very busy year  
on a high recently,  com-
pleting the Chocolate 
Challenge Badge during a 
pack holiday weekend at 

Barnard Castle.   
A spokesperson for the 
group said, “The challenge 
involved making some very 
tasty treats. I’m sure you’ll 
understand when we say 

chocolate tasting is a dirty 
job, but someone had to 
do it!  
“Brownies excelled at 
this job, as you might 
imagine!”

Shildon Health Express is 
recruiting volunteers to 
become community cham-
pions in the Shildon area. 
This will involve helping 
the local community 
improve their health and 
wellbeing by talking to the 
public about how to live 
healthily.
Senior Health Trainer 
Laura commented, 
“Summer is here now and 
we need the extra support 

from local volunteers to 
help with our busy events 
schedule. We will also be 
carrying out the Wellbe-
ing Survey across Shildon 
in July and would love 
to have your views and 
knowledge of the area 
as a contribution to the 
project.”
Contact Laura on 07525 
593 507 or pop into Foun-
dations on Church Street 
to find out more.

Brownies  try  some  tasty  treats
Are  you  a  community  
champion?

4th Shildon Brownies show their enthusiasm at their pack holiday weekend in Barnard 
Castle.

“Shildon has such talented 
young people” said Coun-
cillor Henry Nicholson as 
he applauded the youth of 
Sunnydale Campus when 
they sang in Hackworth 
Park. 
‘Tea in the Park’, held 
early on Friday night, 
10th July, was organised 
by Shildon Alive (A Saint 
John’s Church Project) and 
was supported by Shildon 
Town Council and SCYPAN, 
as well as Derrick Robinson 
and a team from The 

Tearaways. 
Sunshine and smiles ac-
companied the singing as 
over 200 people sat and 
enjoyed the songs from 
Les Misérables, the School 
show for 2015 (see page 1 
for more details). 
The park event was 
planned as a way of raising 
the funds needed to cover 
the costs of putting on the 
show. 
“We got involved” said 
Community Worker Paula 
Nelson, “because Shildon 
Alive is about community, 

and these young people 
are not just our future, 
they are our present as 
well.” 
The fantastic sum of £316 
was raised through a 
combination of donations, 
stalls and raffles. 
“Church is not about sitting 
in old buildings and singing 
hymns no one knows” com-
mented Revd. David, “It is 
about abundant life and 
human flourishing. Seeing 
Shildon’s youth perform so 
confidently is a privilege to 
be a small part of.” 

The stars of the school show put on a final performance at their ‘Tea in the Park’ event 
at Hackworth Park.

Tea  and  music  in  the  park

At a recent Shildon Town 
Council Meeting, held on 
Monday 13th July, Mr Lenny 
Cockfield was co-opted as 
Town Councillor for the 
Byerley Ward. Mr Cock-
field takes the position of 
former Cllr Gareth Howe, 
who retired earlier this year 
due to ill health. A second 
vacant position - following 
the recent sad passing of 
Cllr Muriel Gordon - is yet 
to be filled. If by 28th July 
a request for an election 

to fill the vacancy is made 
in writing to the Returning 
Officer by no less than ten 
electors for the Parish, an 
election will be held. If this 
is not the case, the vacancy 
will also be filled by co-
option. Also during the 
meeting, Cllr Pemberton 
was approved as Deputy 
Mayor, and four requests for 
grant aid were approved, 
including £50 for Waverley 
Terrace Allotment Leek 
Club and £100 for SCYPAN.

New  councillor  of  
Byerley  Ward

Shildon  crime  rates  
rise
Following the above 
meeting of Shildon Town 
Council, local police dis-
cussed their most recent 
police report.
Figures state the crime 
rate in the town is cur-
rently a staggering 24% up 
from last year, while the 
crime rate for June alone 
compared to 2014 is up by 
13%.
Some of the offences in-
vestigated in June 2015 
include twelve serious 

assaults, ten cases of 
criminal damage, thirteen 
shoplifting incidents and 
eight thefts from vehicles.
Other less frequent crimes 
included drug offences, 
thefts of vehicles, burglary 
and one sexual offence. 
There were also sixty-two 
cases of anti-social behav-
iour, the majority of which 
occurred in the Thickley 
Ward of the town, and nine 
cases of youth related anti-
social behaviour.
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MOTs, SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Vauxhall code and diagnostic read
£10 up to first 20 minutes

01388 778070
BRAND 
NEW 
TYRES 
FITTED 
AND 
BALANCED

195-65-15
UNIROYAL-£45
BUDGET-£35

205-55-16
UNIROYAL-£55
BUDGET-£35

A new programme of activ-
ities is offering a summer 
packed full of sports for 
the whole family, and 
residents in Shildon can 
make the most of the local 
park by getting involved in 
Parklife.
The Parklife project takes 
place Hackworth Park, 
with some sessions free 
and others as little as £1.
Marie Urwin, sports and 
physical activity project 
officer for Parklife, said, 
“Parklife is about to begin 

its first full summer of fun 
sporting activities. 
“With a number of free 
sessions on offer we hope 
that everyone can get 
involved.
“Parklife is a great way for 
young people and families 
to spend time together, 
get active and meet new 
people while spending time 
outdoors. 
“We hope to see lots of 
new faces taking part.”
Why not try golf; tennis; 
lads and dads football; 

youth games; Go Play; Go 
Skate, athletics or rugby?
Family fun games sessions 
take place every Wednes-
day at Hackworth Park 
between 5pm and 6pm.
For more information tel-
ephone: 03000 282 012 or 
email: parklife@durham.
gov.uk.
For a full list of events, 
visit the website at: www.
durham.gov.uk/parklife. 
Find Parklife on Facebook 
at: www.facebook.com/
parklifesports.

Get  involved  in  Parklife  this  
summer

Eldon Hope Building Materials

01388 775 261

Bricks from £160 per 1000
440mm x 440mm paving from £1.80

Scallop & Rope Edging £1.80
Old York Paving & Circles £13 per square metre in 6 sizes

Also: Blocks, Caps & Coping Stones,
Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Top Soil,

Decorate Gravels and Slate.
All prices are plus VAT

Natural Sandstone Paving from £15 per square metre 

Old Eldon, Shildon DL4 2QX

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Crowds  flock  to  Shildon’s  Big  
Brass  Bash

Over 300 people flocked 
to Hackworth Park Band-
stand on Tuesday evening, 
14th July, where they were 
entertained by an array of 
super-talented brass bands. 
The line-up included stylish 
Les Traîne-Savates who 
brought a little ‘funk’ to the 
event, Bandakadabra with 

their cheeky, boundary 
pushing style, and head-
liners Hope & Social and 
New York Brass Band, who 
teamed up to perform a 
string of up-beat songs that 
had everyone dancing and 
singing along. There was 
also a surprise performance 
from multiple award-

winning Oompah Brass, 
with their Bavarian-style 
re-workings of well-known 
pop and rock songs.
The event was a warm-up 
for the Big Brass Bash event, 
taking place this weekend 
in Durham. The full BRASS 
programme is available at 
www.brassfestival.co.uk.

People sat back and relaxed in the colourful deck chairs while the children danced 
along to the music at the Big Brass Bash Tour event.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

This subject crops up time and time again, 
parking around Timothy Hackworth School. 

The police say the one way ‘voluntary’ system 
is working well, but how do they know when 
the only officer there just chats to the lollipop 
lady on Byerley Road? Although he did tell 
a taxi driver not to park on the corner, so 
what did the taxi driver do? Park on the 
grass outside a resident’s bungalow on Ruskin 
Avenue. 

There will be an accident if it is not sorted 
with compulsory one way signs or resident 
only parking in Oxford Street, Ruskin Avenue 
and Diamond Street. It should be a zero tol-
erance area within 300 yards of the school 
and any vehicle parking on pavements, no 
parking areas or grassed areas should be 
given an instant fine. 

Walk to school or park safely before an 
accident happens.

Name and address withheld on request.

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

CATERING 4 U
Meals on Wheels & 
Outside Catering

Tel: 01325 314929 / 
07947 594 268 

or visit our Facebook page for more info

We offer a Meals on 
Wheels Service

£4 for Main Meal, add £1 for a hot 
dessert, delivered to your door
Bulk orders of pies, sandwiches, 
quiches etc or catering for any 

event or occasion
All our food is home cooked daily
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Shildon Railway Cricket 
Club’s 1st XI’s visit to 
Northallerton was short 
but sweet as the side 
cruised to an easy 7 
wickets win. 
The hosts, batting first, 
soon found themselves in 
trouble and Chris Young 3 
for 34, Phil Garbutt  4 for 
11 and Rob Nevison 3 for 
6 demolished the innings, 
Northallerton being 67 all 
out. 
In reply, Shildon lost three 
wickets in quickly reaching 
68, two of these being run 
outs. 
The Railwaymen remain 
top of the Darlington 
Building Society North 
Yorkshire and South 
Durham Premiere Cricket 
League Division 3 by more 
than 50 points and it seems 
now that the championship 
is theirs to throw away.
Earlier in the week, the 

boys in pink, Shildon Locos 
played their first game in 
the league’s F15 competi-
tion at Stokesley, who are 
currently top of Division 2. 
Rain delayed and inter-
rupted the match and 
eventually caused its aban-
donment, but not before a 
good crowd was treated to 
some thrilling cricket.
In their 15 overs, Stokesley 
posted 154 for the loss of 
7 wickets, a challenging 
target. However, Shildon 
weren’t fazed by this and 
when the weather finally 
called time on the game 
The Locos had reached 84 
for 0 from 8 overs, skipper 
Greg Upton 60 not out. 
On Sunday a “railway 
derby” took place at the 
Sports field, when the 
2nd XI hosted Darlington 
R.A. in Sunday Division 2. 
The visitors batted first, 
making 189 for 7 in their 

allotted 45 overs. Shildon’s 
reply was soon in trouble 
at 50 for 5 but Adam Bayles 
47 helped the side to a 
creditable 158 all out. 
The club wishes to remind 
players, supporters and 
sponsors that the Senior 
Annual Presentation Night 
will take place on Saturday 
3rd October at 7.30pm in 
the B.R club. The Juniors’ 
Presentation will also take 
place there at the same 
time, on Thursday 29th 
October. 
This weekend sees both 
senior sides at home, the 
1st XI on Saturday enter-
tain Blackhall (1pm) and 
the 2nd XI play Stokesley 
(2pm) on Sunday. On 
Tuesday, the Under 18s are 
at home to Newton Aycliffe 
(6pm), while on Wednes-
day Shildon Locos travel to 
Maltby in the next round of 
F15 games.  

Leaders cruise to win

The English Schools Champi-
onships took place at Gates-
head Stadium on Friday and 
Saturday afternoon, 10th & 
11th July.
Three members of the 
Shildon Sprint Group 
attained qualification 
standards and were part 
of the Durham team com-
peting at this prestigious 
event.
Rachel Bennett was the first 
athlete to take to the track 
in the Junior Girls 100m, 
where she qualified for 
the semi final finishing 3rd 
in 12.80 seconds. Rachel 
found herself up against 
higher ranking and more ex-
perienced opposition in the 
semi final, but produced an 
exceptional performance 
earning a new PB and 
National Standard time to 
finish in 12.47 seconds to 
qualify for the final.  
Rachel was joined by her 
Shildon Colleague, Maddie 
Wells in the late afternoon 
to compete alongside 
Molly Gardner (Sunderland 
Harriers) and Lily Wilkinson 
(Chester le Street) in the 
4x100m relay heat where 
they achieved a National 
Standard time qualify-
ing for the final in 50.20 
seconds.
Lewis Marley was next up 
on the track, competing 

in the Intermediate Boys 
100m. Against a strong and 
much more experienced 
field, Lewis produced a 
determined run to finish 
5th in his heat in a time 
of 11.49 seconds to qualify 
for the semi final. There 
against a stronger field, 
Lewis put another strong 
performance to finish 8th in 
11.70 seconds. Lewis later 
participated in the 4x100m 
where the team finished 
5th in 45.93 seconds.
Saturday saw the second 
day of the Champion-
ships where Maddie Wells 
was first up in the Junior 
Girls 200m. Maddie rose 
to the occasion producing 
a superb performance to 
earn a new PB, finishing 5th 
in 25.99 seconds.  
Prior to the traditional 
Athletes Parade in front of 
dignitaries including Steve 
Cram, Rachel took on some 
of the fastest athletes 
in the UK in the Junior 
Girls 100m and produced 
a valiant effort to finish 
7th in 12.61 seconds. One 
of the final events of the 
day was the Junior Girls  
4x100m relay final where 
Maddie and Rachel helped 
the team to a 7th place 
finish in 50.45 seconds, 
again achieving a National 
Standard time.

Shildon Juniors came 
away from The Middleton 
Rangers annual 7-a-side 
tournament in great spirits 
after lifting the winners 
trophy on Sunday 12th July.  
After four group games 
where the lads claimed 
2 victories, 1 draw and 1 
defeat, Shildon were in the 
semi-finals.  
They took the lead with a 
fine turn and drive into the 
top right corner of the goal 
from Steven Dawson in the 
1st minute.  

The lads held on to claim a 
1-0 victory and enter their 
first ever final, where they 
took on Spraire Lads.
The last match, was a 
very tight affair and after 
extra time the scores were 
locked at 0 - 0 and penal-
ties were needed to decide 
the winners.  
After some fantastic penal-
ties from both sides where 
only 2 were missed, the 
scores were locked at 5-5.
Spraire’s goalkeeper 
stepped up and Niall 

Higham made a superb 
save.  
Niall then stepped up to 
calmly plant the winning 
penalty to the keeper’s 
right and send the Shildon 
lads (and parents) wild 
with delight.  
Shildon head to Heighington 
on Saturday 18th August for 
a much anticipated 11-a-
side tournament where all 
squad players, including six 
new signings, will be keen 
to continue preparations 
for the new season.  

Shildon AFC started their 
six pre-season friendlies 
away from home with a 
comfortable 2 – 1 win at 
Northallerton Town on 
Saturday 11th July. 
The 18 man starting line-up 
included Keith Finch in 
goal and Marc Ellison at No 
3, with new signings John 
Davis, Kyle Fryatt and Lewis 
Wing all making their debut 
and trialist Ben Addison on 
the bench. 
The home side opened 
the scoring after just four 
minutes when Ben Darville 
pounced on a Keith Finch 

rebound and fired home.
Shildon came more into the 
game and levelled on 23 
minutes when Paul Connor 
lobbed the ball over the 
keeper from a long way out.
Shildon sealed the win 
with six minutes remain-
ing when a long-ball from 
Lee Chapman found Mark 
Doninger, who blasted into 
the roof of the net.
Final Score:  Northallerton 
Town  1  Shildon AFC  2.
A good open workout before 
the Railwaymen travel to 
Salford City on Saturday 
18th July.

Penalties  lead  to  victory

Homing  Society
The birds of Old Shildon 
Homing Society were 
released at Peterborough 
on Saturday 11th July, 154 
miles from home.
Liberated at 7am, the 
first bird back arrived at 
10.09am and belonged to 

Thompson & Wilkinson, 
who also had birds in 4th 
and 6th place.
The 2nd and 3rd spots 
were taken by Smith, 
Alderson & Spark, while 
JB Younghusband came in 
5th.

First  friendly  win

Shildon   RAC

Shildon Juniors proudly show off their winning medals and tournament cup.


