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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Mon, Tue, Thur & Fri 10am - 2pm. Closed Wed.
Or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Eldon Hope Building Materials

01388 775 261

Bricks from £160 per 1000
440mm x 440mm paving from £1.80

Scallop & Rope Edging £1.80
Old York Paving & Circles £13 per square metre in 6 sizes

Also: Blocks, Caps & Coping Stones,
Sand, Gravel, Dolomite, Top Soil,

Decorate Gravels and Slate.
All prices are plus VAT

Natural Sandstone Paving from £15 per square metre 

Old Eldon, Shildon DL4 2QX

The tables were turned on 
a Shildon man more used 
to handing out awards 
than receiving them when 
he was recognised with a 
leading honour for his work 
with young people.

Over the years, Derrick 
Robinson has been an in-
spiration to many young 
people of Shildon and sur-
rounding areas.
He formed the Chil-
dren’s Amateur Youth 

Theatre Group, which was 
launched almost a quarter 
of a century ago, before 
developing Tearaways, 
another youth theatre 
group created to inspire 
and support young people 
to be creative and follow 
their ambitions.
Nominated by Joanne 
Hutchinson from livin 
Housing Association and 
put forward by the Bishop 
Auckland and Shildon Area 
Action Partnership, Derrick 
received the Chairman’s 
Medal from the Chairman 
of Durham County Council, 
Cllr John Robinson JP, at a 
special ceremony held at 
County Hall last week.
At no cost to the children 
or their families, Derrick 
has created opportunities 
for young people to learn, 
be part of something 
positive, to express them-
selves and to show others 
what can be achieved. 
Recognised for his passion 
in supporting young 
people, Derrick chairs 
Shildon Community and 
Young People’s Action 
Network - a partnership 
of youth agencies working 

Tables  are  turned  on  special 
champion  Derrick  Robinson

Shildon  Community  
Bus  stars  in  charity  film
One of the coaches 
operated by Shildon 
Comminty Bus recently 
took part in filming to pub-
licise the work of Age UK 
County Durham, part of the  
national Age UK charitable 
organisation.
The charity provides a wide 
range of life improving ac-
tivities for the elderly and 
Age UK County Durham is 
just one of the very many 
groups which take advan-
tage of Shildon Community 
Bus.
Harriett Gibbon, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Age UK County 
Durham said, “We are 
very concerned that many 
older people find them-
selves increasingly lonely 
and isolated because they 
cannot get out of the 
house. Using Shildon Com-
munity Bus means that we 
have a cost effective way to 
bring older people together 
to get out and about, 
make friends and socialise 
through our ‘Come Eat 

Together’ project. We use 
the bus for our two regular 
shopping clubs which 
help older people access 
healthy food and share the 
bargains.”
A spokesperson for Shuildon 
Community Bus said, “Once 
a group is registered with 
Shildon Community Bus 
(one of which has disability 
facilities) a bus can be hired 
for almost any journey. 
“As a voluntary organisa-
tion in receipt of grants 
we are able to provide a 
service which is competi-
tively priced. We would like 
to thank Durham County 
Council Community Trans-
port and County Durham 
Community Foundation for 
recent awards.
“Should anyone wish to 
register, our office at the 
rear of the Methodist 
Church Hall on Main Street 
is open from 9.30am-12pm. 
We can also be contacted by 
telephone at 01388 773666 
during office hours.”

Community stalwart, Derrick Robinson, was presented with the Chairman’s Medal in a 
ceremony at County Hall.

Continued on page 3
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Passed Away Birthdays Birthdays

Esther Dobson

Please meet for service at 
Shildon Methodist Church 

on Tuesday 24th March 
at 1.15pm followed by 
cremation at the Wear 
Valley Crematorium, 

Coundon. Family flowers 
only please. Donations 

in memory of Esther 
may, if desired, be left 
for St Teresa’s Hospice, 

Darlington.

March 13th, peacefully in 
the care of St Teresa’s 
Hospice, Esther (Etty) 

of Shildon.

Beloved Wife of the late 
Albert, a loving and much-
loved Mam to Shirley and 

Stephen and a devoted 
Nana. Will be sadly missed 

by her loving family and 
friends.

In Memoriam

Loving memories never die, 
as years roll on and days 
pass by, in our hearts a 

memory is kept of you our 
love will never forget

Stuart Boddy

Gone but never forgotten,
Love Angela, Elle, 
Olivia & Thomas

xxx

(Daddy)

In loving memory of our 
dear Son Stuart, who lost 
his brave fight 4 years ago 

today

Stuart Boddy

Mam & Dad
xxx

23.3.11

Loved and remembered 
every day

In Memoriam

The Grandson I loved who 
was taken away,

Missed so much, and 
thought of every day

Stuart Boddy

Love you loads,
Nanna & all the Millers

xxx

23.3.11

Sadly missed

Linda Ward

Tim
xxx

9.3.57 - 25.3.2008

Remembering ‘Our Jean’ 
with a smile

Jean Young

Love Margaret

Your loving family
xx

Dearly loved Dad 
& Grandad

John Stephenson
March 23rd 2005

God saw you getting tired 
when a cure was not to be,

So he wrapped his arms 
around you, and whispered 

‘come with me’

You didn’t deserve what 
you went through and so 
he gave you a rest, God’s 
garden must be beautiful, 

he only takes the best

So when we saw you 
sleeping, so peaceful and 
free from pain, we could 

not wish you to come back, 
to suffer that again

Remembering a special 
lady on her birthday

Cathleen Elizabeth 
Scaife

Loved, always remembered,
From Mam, Brother 

Gordon, Sons Anthony, 
Kevin & Stephen, and 

Grandson Stewart
xxx

(Nee Costello)
20th March

Birthday Memories

Years may pass and fade 
away, but memories of you 

will always stay

When Irish eyes are smiling

Steve Molloy

Marjorie

Happy memories of you 
Steve on St Patrick’s Day

In Memoriam

Remembering a dear friend 
on her 80th Birthday

Brenda Venard

Elsie, Jean, Agnes, Freda

23.3.1935

Miss you loads Brenda

Allan Spears

Love always,
From Mam & family

Born 22nd March 1953
Died 1st Jan 2014

Thinking of you on your 
Birthday

Michaela Fitzgerald

Love you millions,
Mam & Dad

xxx

24th March

Happy 8th Birthday

Happy 75th Birthday

Nanna Wally

Love from Angela, Elle, 
Olivia & Thomas

xxx

Happy 75th Birthday Nanna

Aileen Kirby

Love Bev, Gav, 
Callum & Katie

xxx

Happy 50th

Christopher Shield

Lots of love,
Mam & Ken

50!

Happy 50th Birthday Chris

Chris Shield

Love Andrea
x

Happy 50th Birthday 
Dad & Grandad

Chris Shield

Love Cindy, Gary, Cameron, 
Alex, Charlie & Dylan

x

Happy Birthday Geoff

Geoff Carrick

Love Sheila

22nd March

Happy Birthday Dad / 
Grandad, have a fab day

Geoff Carrick

Love Sarah, Brian, 
Ethan, Kyle & Ella

xx

22nd March

Evie Dunn

Lots of love,
Mammy & Daddy

21st March

Happy 3rd Birthday Evie

Happy 75th Birthday Mam

Aileen Kirby

Love and best wishes,
Sue & Stu

xxx

19.3.40
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J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice

Tel Stephen on: 07976554046
Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANyTHING MOVED 
fROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LIcENSED WASTE 
cARRIER

New artwork for Greenfield’s 
two campuses

Derrick  Robinson

CHIROPODY

01325 320126

Mr P. Oliver

BSc(Hons) - M.Ch.S

for a Home Visit call

Need to contact 
The Crier?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

Greenfield Arts have been 
working with Greenfield 
Community College across 
both campuses to create 
a new feature for both 
reception areas and cel-
ebrate the merging of the 
two sites at Shildon at 
Newton Aycliffe.
The artworks have been 
made from many small 
elements created by all 
staff and students which 
create one whole final 
piece. 

Visual Arts classes at the 
two campuses worked with 
professional artist Vicky 
Holbrough to explore ma-
terials used to design and 
create the elements of the 
artwork. 
The students have shared 
their ideas and plans with 
the rest of the school at 
each site, giving each 
student at the school the 
opportunity to contrib-
ute an element to the 
artworks, celebrating 
the strength of working 
together as a team.
Ms Holbrough is an experi-
enced artist, based in Dar-
lington, who has created 

artworks which are on 
display in public locations 
across the region. 
Her work has often 
focussed on exploring 
materials and multiples, a 
strength which has been 
utilised to great effect with 
these artworks!
The two artworks, Flourish 
and Synergie are now 
finished, installed and 
visible to staff, students, 
parents and other visitors 
to the school in the two 
reception areas – a visually 
stunning representation of 
the creativity and strength 
of the school to be enjoyed 
by all.

together, and providing a 
range of opportunities for 
local young people.
Derrick is no stranger to 
awards ceremonies as he 
presides over the net-
work’s own annual awards, 
recognising the achieve-

ments of Shildon’s young 
people.
Cllr Robinson, said: “This 
time Derrick has found 
the boot on the other foot 
and it’s about time, as this 
award is fully justified for 
everything he has done 
for the young people of 
Shildon.”

from page 1

Daniel Coatsworth

Lots of love from Mam, 
Dad, Gran & Grandad 

Newbold, Uncle Jeff, Auntie 
Rebecca & Cousin Charlotte

xx

18th Birthday
Sat 21st March

Have a great day

18!

Classifieds
All about local people...

Birthdays

Have a fab weekend Rachel 
and a great 21st Birthday

Rachel Bainbridge

Lots of love,
Nana & family

xxx

24th March

Acknowledgements

And family would like to 
say a heartfelt thank you to 

Doctors Chan and Challis 
for the wonderful care they 
gave Alan while he was ill. 

Also to District Nurses, Dale 
Care Assistants, Cheapside 

Chemists, friends and 
wonderful neighbours. 
Thanks to Major Linda 

Watson of the Salvation 
Army for a great service 

and the wonderful tribute 
from The Songsters. Also 
for numerous cards and 

messages. Thanks also to 
Kevin of Gibson’s Funeral 

Service.

Margaret Hyde

I would like to thank my 
Nieces Marjorie & Barbara 

for giving me a lovely 
Birthday Party and also to 
family and friends for the 

cards and gifts.

Love from Joan

Edna, Linda, Susan, Gillian 
and families would like to 
thank Dr Chan, Dr Challis 
and all staff at Hallgarth 

Surgery, District Nurses and 
M&M Pharmacy for the 

excellent care of Roy during 
his illness. Thank you to 

everyone who sent cards, 
flowers and attended the 
funeral of Roy; £240 was 

donated to the Great North 
Air Ambulance. Also, our 
appreciation to Colin and 

staff at Co-op Funeral Care 
and Revd Emma Morgan for 

the comforting service.

Roy Pybus

Acknowledgements

Services
claire’s Mobile Hairdressing

Special Offer
Cut & Blow Dry £10  

Saturdays Only!
Tel: 07736 905 185

Mobile Hairdressing Services
Special rates for OAPs

Tel Claire on: 
07736 905 185

Property
2 Bed House To Let

In Shildon
Tel: 07760 256 772

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07596 179 859

Students at Greenfield Community College’s two campuses collaborated on a new work 
of art which will form a permanent display in the reception areas of both buildings. 

Timothy Hackworth pupils 
joined forces with the 
police at a bike marking 
session at their school in 
a bid to prevent bicycle 
thieves.
Cycling charity, Sustrans, 
also took part in the event, 
which provided health and 
security checks for bikes.
PCSO Michael Robson said: 

“The event went well and 
another will hopefully be 
planned for later in the 
year when new pupils start 
to attend.
Rio Floreza of Sustrans 
said: “Pupils tackled two of 
the most common barriers 
to cycling: the health of 
their bike and lowering the 
risk of theft.” 

Pupils  fight  bike  crime
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Bernard  and  Mavis  celebrate

When Bernard Whitworth 
married Mavis Lindsay in 
1955, their marriage was 
deemed worthy of news-
paper headlines as Bernard 
was, at the time, serving 
on board the Royal Navy’s 
flagship, the aircraft carrier 
HMS Ark Royal.
This April sees the couple, 
who emigrated to Free-
mantle, Australia, in 1967, 
celebrate their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary.  
Bernard was born in Bishop 
Auckland on 29th January 
1933 while Mavis was born 
at 80B Redworth Road,  
Shildon on 11th March 1936.
Bernard took up the story 
of how the couple met: “I 
joined the Royal Navy in 
1949 aged sixteen after 
leaving school at fourteen,” 
he said. “Before  joining I 
worked at Haines Bakery 
and as a junior welder at 
Shildon Wagon Works. 
“In the Summer of 1953 
I was serving on HMS 
Diadem, a light cruiser 
based in Plymouth, and was 
waiting to go on summer 
leave when the sailor next 
to me said: ‘Why don’t you 
come with me and stay 
with my family in London?’
“I could not make up my 
mind so I took out a penny 
and said, ‘Heads I go with 

you and tails I will go home 
to Shildon.’ 
“It came down tails. As the 
saying goes the die was 
cast!
“On my return, Freddy 
Ellison (my eventual best 
man) from Shildon and I 
decided to go to the Eldon 
Lane pictures and I was in 
my uniform. (In those days, 
sailors were deterred from 
wearing civilian clothes).
“Mavis was sitting in the 
row below and I said to 
Fred: ‘Who is that beautiful 
young woman?’ 
“Fred replied: ‘That is 
Mavis Lindsay and you can 
forget it.’  
“Not to be deterred I spoke 
to Mavis and was quietly 
and firmly ignored. 
“When the pictures came 
to an end we made our way 
to the bus stop and Mavis 
was there too. 
“The United bus came and 
when Mavis sat down I sat 
next to her and the bus 
conductor came for the 
fares. 
“I said: ‘Two to the Market 
Place please.’ 
“Mavis and her brother 
John lived in the Market 
Place with her grandmoth-
er Hannah Lindsay (their 
mother died when Mavis 
was six and John was five).
“I asked Mavis if I could see 
her again and she said yes. 
I think Freddie was quite 
surprised!

“For 18 months we kept 
in contact by mail - now 
called “snail mail” whilst 
I was serving in the West 
Indies, Malta and with the 
Home fleet on HMS Enard 
Bay and married in 1955.
“I left the RN in 1958, 
working at Kleemans 
Plastics, Toledo Woodheads 
and Cranes. 
“1967 was a bad winter and 
we decided to emigrate 
to Australia as ‘Ten Pound 
migrants’. We left from 
Southampton on the MV 
Fairsea on 31st May 1968 
with our children Marie (10) 
and Michael Andrew (3). 
“We arrived in Fremantle 
on 29th June 1968. When 
we arrived the weather was 
shocking with rain pouring 
down - we had landed in 
one of the wettest Austrail-
ian winters on record; 38 
inches of rain fell that year: 
Welcome to Australia!
“The photos show our 
wedding in Shildon on 9th 
April 1955 with Freddie, 
my best man on the left 
and our families. The other 
photo shows us as we are 
today.”

Bernie Whitworth and Mavis Lindsay (above centre and 
inset) married at St John’s Church, Shildon in 1955.

M o n d a y  A f t e r n o o n  B i n g o
1 p m  -  3 . 3 0 p m

 N e w  m e m b e r s h i p s 
N o w  b e i n g  t a k e n

F r e e  e n t r y  t o  m e m b e r s 
£ 2 c / c  t o  n o n  m e m b e r s

L i v e  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
E v e r y  S a t u r d a y

B R  S p o r t s 
& Social Club

The fast approaching 2015 
cricket season is likely 
to prove to be one of the 
most important ever in the 
history of Shildon Railway 
Cricket Club, chairman 
John Brennan said. 
The Railwaymen are 
joining the North Yorkshire 
and South Durham Premier 
Cricket League, which was 
founded in 1892 and is 
the second oldest cricket 
league in the world. 
“Standards and expecta-
tions are high in the NYSD 
and we as a club must 
“step up to the plate” 
and meet the new and 
demanding challenges,” 
added the club chairman. 
The club is grateful that 
the people of Shildon 
continue to be generous 
in their support, especially 

with the junior sides and is 
hopeful that new sponsors 
will get on board to help 
the club be successful. 
All players, both junior 
and senior, are expected 
to attend a pre-season 
meeting on Thursday 26th 
March at 7pm at the BR and 
anyone who is interested 
in helping with the club’s 
development is also invited 
along. 
“At this meeting we will 
be explaining what is 
expected of us in the new 
league, as well as register-
ing all players and explain-
ing our vision for the club 
for the next few seasons,” 
said a club spokesman. 
If you are interested 
in sponsoring the club, 
contact John on 07890 
154889 or 01388 777184.  

Cricketers’                
pre-season  meeting

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning - Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenance, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150
OR: 07900 281 601

P & LA EVANS
CArNiVAL fuN fAirS

DELuxE fAirgrouND riDES
for ALL oCCASioNS

Professional and Efficient 
Corporate Event Specialists
Galas, Fetes and Carnivals

also attended

When it comes to fun, we’re number one

email:
carnivalfunfairs@tiscali.co.uk

Tel: 07836 350507

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

The next Games Night at 
the Methodist Church, 
Shildon, will be on Friday 
27th March from 7pm. 

Entry is only £1 and re-
freshments are available. 
Children accompanied by 
an adult are welcome.

Games  Night

At around 7.15pm on 
Saturday 14th March, 
damage to the glass in the 
back door of a house in 
Lambton Street is believed 
to have been caused by 
someone trying to gain 
access to the house. 

Anyone who may have seen 
anything suspicious in the 
area at around that time 
is asked to contact Shildon 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team by calling 101 or 
leaving them a message on 
their Facebook page.

Witness  appeal

find us on facebook at

facebook.com/
shildontowncrier
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Letters
Have your say...

from

until
FRIDAY 3RD

MONDAY 6TH

APRIL

SEEKING 
EASTER 
EGGSPLORERS

Join our brave knight 
Pollard in our new outdoor 
adventures and trails  
to discover the beastly 
Bosley Boar.

Plus 12.30-3pm each day an 
eggstravaganza of egg decorating 
with Daisy Arts; and an Easter 
Bonnet parade at 3pm on Easter 
Sunday – bring your hat!10AM-4PM

For further information please go to www.aucklandcastle.org
Family activities available daily throughout the school holidays.

Song  and  dance  at  Holly  
Lodge  Care  Home

Residents of Holly Lodge Care Home enjoyed a song and a dance when popular singer 
Dave Williams paid a visit last week.
Residents of Holly Lodge 
Care Home on Maddison 
Street, Shildon enjoyed 
a visit from singer Dave 
Williams on Monday, 9th 

March. A spokesperson for 
the home said: “Dave is 
always welcome in Holly 
Lodge as he sings popular 
songs which the residents  

enjoy and love to sing and 
dance along to. 
“We are already looking 
forward to seeing Dave 
again in July.”

Dear Editor,

Through the Crier, can I ask if the rumours con-

cerning the change of use of the Rest House in 

Hackworth Park, and a car park to be made in the 

park are true? 

Could someone from the Town Council let us know 

or have a public meeting about what is proposed?

I have heard that the organisations that use the Rest 

House, which was given to the people of Shildon to 

be used by the Shildon residents, will have to move 

out as the building is to be used as a business.

I may be wrong but I was of the impression that 

before a change of use of a building is allowed, local 

people were notified in case of any concerns.

Why was this not done, assuming the rumours are 

correct?

Yours sincerely,

A D Lowson,

Shildon



Friday 20th March 2015 Shildon & District Town CrierIssue 707Page 6

For all Plumbing & 
Central Heating

Call Michael Newham on:

07500 895 249
Friendly, reliable service

Combis, Bathrooms, 
Landlord Certs, Servicing

MJN Heating Solutions

With spring almost upon 
us Shildon Alive! (A Saint 
John’s Church Project) is 
gearing up to maximise 
the fun and opportunities 
that the three community 
gardens offer. 
The back ‘Yarden’ behind 
the Shildon Alive hub on 
Church Street was estab-
lished last year as a place 
to showcase just what can 
be done in a small space.
Last year’s potatoes and 
carrots, grown in bags, and 
strawberries in recycled 
containers, are this year 
being added to with herbs 
and a wider range of fruit 
and vegetables.
Hardy herbs were planted 
out last week to enjoy the 
late winter sunshine as 
some of the kids from the 
‘Kids in the Garden Club’ 
started preparing for the 
year ahead.
Meanwhile the ‘Big Dig 
network’ is a national 
initiative aimed at getting 
people involved in their 
local community garden.
Their next event is the 
Big Dig day on Saturday 
21st March, helping to get 
people into their local 
gardens, getting their 
hands dirty and helping to 
prepare the garden for the 
new growing season.
The ‘Big Dig’ is happening 
in Shildon. The event will 
take place at the Furnace 
Industrial Estate garden 
from 10.30am-1pm with 
plans to clear, tidy, dig, 
and eat together (food 
provided).
Regardless of the weather 
fun is guaranteed, just 
don’t forget your wellies! 
For those wanting to learn 
more, Monday 23rd is the 
start of a ‘Gardening for 
All’ course at the Waverley 
Terrace garden. 
Rev’d David said: “Starting 
at 9.30am and running 

through till 12.30pm this 
is for everybody, the 
beginner and the expert, 
just come and enjoy 
learning from one another. 
“These projects are about 

all of us making our town, 
a happier, healthier place.
“As more people get 
involved, more people 
benefit. One of our volun-
teers said to me last week, 
‘this is the kind of Shildon 
I want for my children. 
One where health, friend-
ship, and learning are just 
normal.’”

Young Summer watering the herbs during ‘Kids in the 
Garden Club’ at the Shildon Alive hub on Church Street.

Community  gardens  get  ready  
for  growing  season

Shildon AFC Clubhouse
Available daily free of charge for parties, 
Christenings and any other celebrations

Also available for meetings & conferences
Tea & Coffee making and kitchen facilities

BAr open FridAy evenings
6.30pm - 11pm (Happy Hour 6.30-7.30pm)

Quiz nigHT sundAy evenings From 8pm
£1 entry per player, teams of up to 6 max

Call norman on 07500 874 505 for more information

Licensed Bar | Karaoke machine | Kitchen Facilities

Mothering Sunday was 
a colourful occasion of 
laughter and poignancy in 
Saint John’s Church last 
week. 
The children had worked 
hard the Sunday before to 
produce Mother’s Day cards 
with a difference!
Their brief: to write some-
thing about what made 
their Mams special. 
Leaving the cards at the 
church for safekeeping, 
there was a buzz of expec-
tation as they arrived on 
Sunday. 
With the service led by 
three teenagers, Steph-
anie, Emily and Sophie, 
it wasn’t until halfway 
through that the children 
got to read out their cards.
“My Mam is special”, said 
one little boy, “because 
she makes me better when 
I am hurt.” 

“My Mam takes me places 
and we have adventures” 
read an eight year old girl. 
“My Mam is the best Mam 
ever because she is so nice 
to me” said a third child. 
So it went on, and Mams 
listened, many with a tear 
in their eye, to this moving 
tribute to the love and 
kindness the children ex-
perienced daily. 
“This,” said Revd. David, 
“is what matters more 
than anything; that we love 
each other, our children 
our friends, our parents, 
because love helps every-
thing else make sense.”
At the end of the service 
the children handed out 
80 bunches of daffodils, 
one to each lady present. 
“If everyone knew that 
church was like this,” said 
one Mam, “they would all 
be here!”

Children  write   special  
message  for  Mams

The children prepare to present mums with daffodils on 
Mothering Sunday at St John’s Church.

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums

Highly qualified Engineers to 
your door fREE Of cHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELEcTRIcS GROUP
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All aspects of Tree and Garden 
work undertaken and more….

Commercial and Domestic
Fully Insured

Hardwood Logs For sale
Free Estimates & friendly advice

Tel - 01388 813211 
07584 160468

www.specialbranchtreeservices.com
specialbranchtreeservices@mail.com

Elm road wmc

Friday 24 april |
w w w. t h e f o r c e . o r g . u k

the force
presents

the premier rock band in the north
support band for status quo, the red hot 
chilli peppers, saxon, magnum & nazareth

Qualified RGN
required

for local nursing 
home in Newton 

Aycliffe
Contact Susan on:
07824 517 771

Vacancy

Courageous  shopkeeper  foils  
attempted  armed  robbery

The dramatic moment when courageous shopkeeper Sab Dhillon confronted axe-
wielding robber Shaun Andrew McKerry whose accomplice can be seen in the doorway. 

An axe-wielding armed 
robber got more than he 
bargained for when he and 
an accomplice attempted 
to rob Redworth Road 
Post Office and Stores in 
Shildon.
Notorious serial offender, 
Shaun Andrew McKerry, 
31, from Coundon, who 
was recently released after 
serving a prison sentence 
for armed robbery, burst 
into the store on Sunday, 
15th March, waving an axe 
and demanded a bag be 
filled with cash while his 
accomplice stood guard at 
the door.
However, he failed to 
notice Mr Dhillon, 46, 
who was behind him. The 
shopkeeper acted swiftly, 
grabbing the robber from 
behind before crashing  
against shelves and onto 
the floor as a struggle 
ensued between the two.

Mr Dhillon managed to lock 
McKerry in a stranglehold 
before forcing the axe from 
his grasp.
The storekeeper was then 
assisted by his wife who 
further subdued the robber 
with their son’s baseball 
bat.
Speaking afterwards, Mr 
Dhillon said: “I was in the 
rear of the shop. I heard 
[shop assistant Andrea 
Brighty] shouting. I could 
see the struggle.
“Adrenalin kicked in and 
I ran across the store and 
grappled with him. I just 
wanted to get him away 
from my staff. He was 
struggling and trying to 
find something to hit me 
with.
“I didn’t think about what 
might happen. Only the 
robber was hurt but he had 
an axe so we could have 
been hurt.

“I had him in a choke hold 
and he asked me to let him 
up as he couldn’t breathe. I 
think he broke his nose.
“We’ve been here for five 
years and nothing like this 
has happened before. I’m 
just glad that’s over as 
looking back it was very 
serious.
“It does cross your mind 
to leave the business as 
you don’t want that sort of 
thing.”
Both McKerry and a second 
man were arrested. 
McKerry, who has been 
remanded in custody to 
appear at Durham Crown 
Court on Tuesday, 31st 
March, has been charged 
with attempted robbery.
The  second man, 34, 
from Bishop Auckland, 
was arrested in connec-
tion with the incident and 
has been bailed pending 
further enquiries.

A doctor from Durham 
University is undertaking 
research in Shildon in order 
to measure the level of 
wellbeing in the town and 
to evaluate the benefit of 
the Health Express pro-
gramme.
Dr Shelina Visram is hoping 
to use the data to help 
design local services and 
facilities to better meet 
local needs and improve 
people’s health and wellbe-
ing.
The wellbeing survey for 
Shildon, funded by Durham 
County Council, is based 
on input from local volun-
teers and practitioners and 
includes questions devel-
oped as part of the Govern-

ment’s National Wellbeing 
Measurement Programme.
Dr Visram stated, “As far 
as we’re aware, this is the 
first time anyone has tried 
to measure personal well-
being at a local level on 
this sort of scale, so what 
we’re trying to do is really 
innovative.
“This is a fantastic op-
portunity for people to 
have their say about life 
in Shildon and will only 
require 10 minutes of their 
time.”
Eleven local volunteers 
have been trained and 
will begin conducting the 
survey from next week on 
an ad-hoc basis around the 
town until April.

Innovative  local  
wellbeing  survey

Born and raised in Chilton, 
Brian Turner spent a 
number of years working 
underground as a miner 
after completing an en-
gineering apprenticeship 
with the National Coal 
Board at Randolph Colliery 
in Evenwood, followed by 
coal face training at Chilton 
Colliery.
After 35 years spent in 
mining and other associ-
ated industries in various 
capacities - deputy work 
underground and a number 
of engineering positions 
in the Durham and Staf-
fordshire coalfields - Brian 
spent the final 12 years of 
his career as a mechani-
cal engineer for a private 
mining company in the 

North East.
The end of his career co-
incided with the demise of 
the Durham mining industry 
and Brian retired in 1994 
from a small drift mine near 
Consett.
However, rather than hang 
up his helmet for good, 
Brian decided to write a 
history of the local South 
West Durham area’s mining 
community. 
The book includes histori-
cal details of the Shildon 
Lodge, New Shildon, Mid-
dridge, Thickley, Brussleton 
and Adelaide mines. 
In his foreword to Brian’s  
book, Here Today, Gone 
Tomorrow, An Industrial 
and Social History of the 
South West Durham Coal-
fields, Dr F W Smith, Con-
sulting Geologist and past 
President of the North of 
England Institute of Mining 
and Mechanical Engineers, 
says the coalfield, “has 
been poorly recorded in the 
past despite the unusual 
blend of large and small 
collieries, drift mines, the 
remarkable variety of coals 
and geological conditions 
and its location in the bor-
derlands between indus-
trial and rural Durham.”
The book, priced £17.50, 
was launched by the author 
at Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall on Thursday 19th 
March. The book is avail-
able from the Crier office  
on 01388 775896 and online 
at amazon.com.

Chilton miner, Brian Turner 
has written an industrial 
and social history of the 
South West Durham 
coalfield.

Book  celebrates  
local  coalfields 

PETER’S BooKKEEPING SERVICES
For all your Bookkeeping Needs

Self-assessments, VAT, Payroll
Monthly, weekly or quarterly accounts
For a Free no obligation meeting call Peter on

01325 311239 / 07929 096 462

tickets £6 in advance
£7 on the door
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Shildon Running and Ath-
letics club's Sprint Squad 
have enjoyed a memorable 
winter season as Newto-
nian  Rachel Bennett (12 
years old) and  Kyle Walton 
(13) excelled during suc-
cessful Indoor campaigns.
On February 1st the pair 
travelled to Sheffield's 
EIS arena for the North of 
England Indoor Champion-
ships, which is contested 
by athletes from Derby-
shire up to Northumber-
land and from Hull to 
Liverpool.
Rachel won all three of her 
races in impressive style 
to be crowned U15 girls 
60m sprint champion in a 
new pb and club record of 
7.96s. 
Kyle also competed in the 
60m sprint (U15b) and 
after coming through heats 
and a semi final, recorded 
a new pb of 7.71s (club 
record) in the final to take 
home the bronze medal.
Next, on February 15th, the 
pair tackled the North East 
Counties Indoor Champion-
ships and once again found 
themselves amongst the 
medals. Rachel once again 
easily came through a heat 
and semi final to set up a 
titanic tussle with the UK 
no.2 ranked athlete from 
Gateshead Harriers. 
In the final a devasting 
drive phase took Rachel 
clear of her rival to finish 
in 7.96s and add the North 
East counties title to her 
North of England crown. 
Kyle finished 3rd in the 
60m final in a time that 
was just outside of his 
lifetime best .
Finally the dynamic duo 
headed once again to the 
EIS Arena in Sheffied for 
the English National age 
group Championships. 
Again contesting the 60m 
against older and more ex-
perienced competitors the 
pair were never fazed.
Rachel was looking to 
add to her new titles and 
showed good intentions by 
winning her heat in 7.96 
seconds, equalling her 
PB and club record. The 
semi final proved a more 

difficult race with a photo 
finish required to separate 
a number of athletes, with 
Rachel producing another 
good performance to be 
given 2nd place in 7.98 
seconds. 
In a very competitive final, 
Rachel started slowly but 
managed to recover to 
finish 6th in a close race 
which saw 4 athletes (3rd 
to 6th place) finish in 8.1s. 
Meanwhile Kyle qualified 
from his heat in a new pb 
of 6.64s, then improved 
his pb further to 6.60s in 
the semi-final to finish in 
an automatic qualifying 
position. 
In the final Kyle got away 
well only for his older and 
more powerful competi-
tors to come back strongly 
in the final 30m. At  the 
finish Kyle had equalled his 
pb to finish 6th in 6.60s. 
Rachel is currently ranked 
inside the UK top 10 and 
with another year in the 
age group will harbour 
ambitions of a National 
title in the near future, 
although her more imme-
diate focus will be on the 
English Schools competi-
tion in July.

Kyle's pb has given him 
a UK ranking of 22, and 
with many of the athletes 
ranked above him moving 
up to the u17 age group 
next year, Kyle has vowed 
to return in 2016 with the 
aim of securing a national 
medal and climb the UK 
rankings.
However his more imme-
diate aim is to qualify for 
the English Schools finals 
in July where he hopes 
to contest the 100m and 
progress as far as possible 
in the competition. 
A club spokesman said: 
“February has been a 
fantastic month for both 
Kyle and Rachel who are 
competing at the lower 
end of the U15 age group 
against older and more ex-
perienced athletes. 
“They have exceeded all 
expectations in achieving 
the above results at three 
major indoor Champion-
ships in the space of a 
month. Both should be 
proud of their achieve-
ments and take inspiration 
from these exceptional 
performances as they now 
prepare to compete in the 
outdoor season.”

Rachel  and  Kyle  shine  in  
Championship  meetings

Rachel Bennett and Kyle Walton have produced 
outstanding results in recent competitions.

Railwaymen  back  on  
track  

After two disappointing 
defeats, the Railwaymen 
were anxious to get back 
on track on Saturday 14th 
March when they enter-
tained local rivals Bishop 
Auckland.
Shildon started off in lively 
form with Paul Connor 
twice going close and 
Jamie Harwood trying his 
luck from long range on 12 
minutes. 
Billy Greulich-Smith then 
forced Bishop’s keeper 
Scott Pocklington into a 
full stretch save.
However, against the 
run of play, it was the 
Two Blues who broke the 
deadlock on 20 minutes 
when Andy Johnson broke 
down the left to find the 
net with a low angled shot 
past keeper Kyle Hayes for 
a shock opener for Bishops.
A minute later Shildon’s 
problems were doubled 
when, after dodgy de-
fending, a goalmouth 
scramble resulted in John 
Butler making it 2–0 to the 
visitors.
Shildon pulled a goal 
back on 39 minutes when 
Bishop’s defence failed to 
clear a Chris Emms corner 
with the ball falling to 
Daniel Moore, who crashed 
a low drive into the net 
through a crowd of players.
Half Time:  Shildon AFC  1  
Bishop Auckland  2.
After the break the re-
juvenated Railwaymen 
were quickly on the offen-
sive with Greulich-Smith 
causing problems and Paul 
Connor just failing with 
two goal attempts.
On 51 minutes, fine 
football from Lee Scroggins 
and Ben Wood set up Chris 
Emms to fire home from 
the edge of the box for the 
equaliser.

On 55 minutes Ben Wood 
lost his man down the left 
to cross to Paul Connor 
who volleyed home, only 
to be denied by the lines-
man’s offside flag.
Shildon’s forwards were 
now running the Bishop 
defence ragged and on 57 
minutes Paul Connor, from 
the left, crossed for Chris 
Emms to put the Railway-
men in front  3–2.
Just after the hour Chris 
Emms, this time from the 
right, missed a glorious op-
portunity for his hat-trick. 
Minutes later the same 
player missed yet another 
chance.
On 67 minutes Ben Wood 
picked up a clumsy clear-
ance, beat his man and 
coolly slot low past Pock-
ington to make it 4 – 2.
Shildon were now in total 
control with Bishop quickly 
collecting three yellow 
cards and Kyle Hayes, in the 
Shildon goal, not having a 
save to make as the home 
side were encamped in the 
Bishop’s half.
In the closing minutes, 
substitute Micky Rae 
headed wide from a 
perfect position, Mark 
Doninger lobbed the ball 
over from 18 yards, then 
Rae, Doninger and Greu-
lich-Smith all bombarded 
the bamboozled Bishops.
Final Score:  Shildon AFC  4  
Bishop Auckland  2.
Goalscorers:  Moore 39, 
Emms 51, 57, Wood 67.
Subs:  Doninger for Wood 
78, Rae for Connor 70, 
Ellison for Greulich-Smith 
87.
Bookings:  Scroggins, 35.
Man-of-the-Match:  Billy 
Greulich-Smith.
All the team showed char-
acter to come back from 
two down to win 4–2.

If you would like to see your 
sports club’s stories in the 

Crier, email us the details at
crier@talk21.com


