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School and Sixth Form College – A Catholic Academy 
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop Auckland, County Durham, DL14 6JT. 
Students on roll 1,400+ (including 350+ in Sixth Form) 

Mini Bus Driver 
(Scale 3 Point 14 pro-rata) 

  
Ofsted May 2010: Outstanding School 

We are seeking a suitably qualified mini-bus driver for regular 
term-time runs, Monday to Friday between 7.15 am and 9.00 am in 
the morning and 2.45 pm and 4.30 pm in the afternoon to start as 

soon as possible. 

For further details, please visit our website 
www.stjohnsrc.org.uk - vacancies 

or during term time contact: 
01388 603246/sanderson@stjohnsrc.org.uk 

Closing Date: Friday, 15 March 2013 - 12 noon 
 

 
 

 

‘A Learning Community Guided by Gospel Values’ 

Exactly fi fteen years ago, a 
time capsule was buried by 
a group of young women in
Eldon Lane. 
On Saturday 16th February, 
the group reunited and, 
along with their original 
youth workers from Mobex
North East and Groundwork, 
they dug up the capsule. 
Many of the girl’s children 

Sunnydale College is to 
benefi t from a Multi Use 
Games Area (MUGA) thanks 
to a £120,000 investment as 
part of the Shildon Health 
Express project. 
Ward Councillor Brian 
Stephens welcomed the an-
nouncement, saying, “This 
is just the sort of facility we 
need here in Shildon and its 
been a great example of 
everyone getting behind 
the idea. 
“When we bid for the 
grant to Sport England it 
wasn’t just the schools who 
supported the bid but our 
local police, livin and the 
Area Action Partnership. 
They have all written in 
support which helped make 
a strong case to secure the 
extra cash we needed.”
Councillor David Hancock 
added, “It was excellent 
news to hear of the 
successful bid, but of 
course it was also good 
news for the children here 
in Shildon.”
The synthetic turf pitch 

will help staff to deliver 
top quality sports sessions 
while also offering 
improved facilities for the 
wider community.
Councillor Gary 
Huntingdon, who also 
backed the bid, said, 
“Everyone has got behind 
this bid and the result has 
been a major investment 
for the town and its young 
people.”
The pitch, set to be 
completed by April, will 
be available for football, 
rugby training and coaching 
as well as  other activities 
such as fi tness training.
The following money 
has been contributed to 
the project: Cllr Brian 
Stephens, £5,000, Cllr David 
Hancock, £2,500, Cllr Gary 
Huntington, £2,500, Sport 
England, £60,806, Shildon 
Foundation School, £5,000, 
Durham County Council 
Sport and Leisure, £30,000 
with an additional £15,000 
from other partners and 
contributors.

MUGA  development  
for  Sunnydale

Time  capsule  opened  after  
fi fteen  years

were at the event, and 
everyone was on tenter-
hooks to see the capsule 
and the treasure it carried. 
They were fascinated to 
discover a Northern Echo 
with a front page story 
about the Angel of the North 
getting its wings, laminated 
poems and stories that the 
girls had written and items 

they had made, such as a 
painted tile and clay tree 
made by Sophie Hunt. 
There were also photo-
graphs and a video of the 
group, which were unfortu-
nately damaged by water.
Once the box was dug up, 
the group convened at the 
One Stop Shop to share 
memories and talk about 
the past 15 years.
Inspired by their mothers, 
the girl’s children are now 
keen to take part in a 
similar project.
Mobex North East are 
therefore looking for 
funding to facilitate a 
meaningful piece of work 
with the young people.
Danny Gillchrist of Mobex 
North East said, “The 
project made such a 
difference to our lives at 
the time, and the fact 
that we have all remained 
friends and have such fond 
memories of the project 
surely highlights the 
importance of youth work! 
I  think it would be lovely 
if our children could have 
some of the experiences we 
had and it would be great 
for the next generation 
to follow in our footsteps 
and bury the next time 
capsule. Who knows what 
will happen in 15 years time 
when they dig it up?”

The group were excited to see what was hidden inside the time capsule.
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65 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 777002

Sisters Natalie & Lynsey Littlefair are pleased to 
announce the opening of their new Hair Salon, 

Dollheads, on Friday 1st March 2013
After spending 18 months working for themselves at the ‘New 
Enhance Hair Salon’, and a combined total of 22 years working 
in Shildon, the sisters have decided to launch their own Salon.

Fiona from ‘Real Beauty’ will also be joining them. 
Working upstairs in bigger premises she will be offering a 

wider range or treatments, package deals and monthly offers.
Call Fiona on 01388 777002 or 07400 522 959

The girls look forward to welcoming all existing 
and new customers to their new shop

Special Offers
Cut & Blow Dry + 

Eyebrow Shape - £20
(5th March - 26th March)

Upstyle & Party 
Lashes - £25

(5th March - 26th March)Tel: 01388 777002
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Passed Away In Memoriam In Memoriam In Memoriam Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...               

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District

Watson

Suddenly, Malcolm, 
aged 65 years of Shildon, 

formerly of West Auckland.

23rd February

Will friends please meet for 
service at St John’s Church, 
Shildon, on Tuesday March 
5th at 1.30pm, followed by 
private internment in West 

Road Cemetery.

Beloved Husband of the late 
Patricia, devoted Dad of 

Greg and Michelle. A much-
loved and loving Grandad 
to Patrick and Christian. 
Dear Brother to Jack, the 

late Nellie and Jimmy. Also 
a Brother-in-Law, Uncle and 
dear companion to Elaine. 

Jean Robinson

Grandma,
No verse can say
No flowers repay

How much we lost
One year today

1st March 2012

Love always,
Lewis, Shelbey 

& Chantelle

Jean Robinson

If I could visit Heaven 
For a day 

Maybe a moment
The pain would go away

1st March 2012

Love Michael 
& Beverley

I’d put my arms 
around you Mam

And whisper words so true
There’s not a day 

that goes by
That I don’t think of you

Jean Robinson

Beloved Sister
A year today I had to part

With a Sister I loved
With all my heart

1.3.2012

Miss you so much,
Love June & Alan

We were always together
You were my best friend

We stayed that way
Until the very end

A Sister in a million
Why did you have to go?

You meant the world to me
I really loved you so

Jean Robinson

Grandma
We often think

Of your smiling face
Of a Grandma we
Can never replace

1.3.12

Miss you, God Bless,
Liam, Amy & Thomas

Jean Robinson

Loving memories of a dear 
Great Grandma

1.3.12

Remembered always, Chloe, 
Sophie-Mae & Tia-Paige

In Memoriam

Jean Robinson

Mam
Memories of you

Will never grow old
Like Autumn leaves
They turn to gold

1.3.12

With all our love,
David & Donna

Deep in our hearts
You memory is kept
Someone so special 
We’ll never forget

Clive Horner

Never more than
A thought away

Loved and remembered
Every day

1st March 2005

Your loving Wife,
Doreen

Philip Robinson
(Pip)

2nd March 2003

Love Michael, Beverley, 
Lewis, Shelbey 

& Chantelle

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts

Norma Coatsworth
2nd March 1988

25 Years

Love from your Son Paul, 
Jayne & Daniel

xxx

Loving you is easy
We do it every day

Missing you is a heartache
That never goes away

Stephen Maddison 
Ellwood

Remembering our dear 
Dad & Granda, who died 

2nd March 1998

Forever loved & always 
missed, from all your 

loving family
xxx

Deep in our memories
Precious they stay
No passing of time

Can take them away
Even though

The years go by
Our love for you

Will never die

Nobby Clarke

Remembered and loved 
every day

Died 5.2.06

Love Irene, Wilf, Loraine, 
Marilyn, Joan, Alan & 

families
xx

May Wood

My darling Mum 
Always on my mind
Forever in my heart

20th February 2008

All our love,
Sandra & Alan

xxx

Walter Edward Colvin

20 Years have passed
Since that sad day

You closed your eyes
And went away

1st March 1993

Always remembered,
Sarah & all your loving family

xx

Your death left a heartache
No-one can heal

Your life left us memories
No-one can steal

Birthdays

Cerys Maya Chapman

Happy 1st Birthday

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad & Christopher

xx

Emma Briddick
Happy 30th Birthday

Lots of love,
Mam & Dad xx
Louise & Ian xx

Melanie & Dan xx
Paige & Kieran xx

30!

David Stephenson
Hope you have a wonderful 

50th Birthday

Love Sister Karen 
& Nephew Jamie

xx

50!

David Stephenson
Well done on reaching 

half a century

Sending all our love on 
your 50th, Sister Shirley & 
Newphews Ashley & Jason

xxx

50!

David Stephenson

Happy 50th Birthday Son

4th March

Lots of love on your special 
day, love Mam

xxxx

Where’s the lovely hair 
gone???

Need to contact The Crier 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com
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Margaret Smith

Happy 80th Birthday

Love from John, John Carl, 
Julie, Kirsty & Charlotte

xxxx

80!

Emma Briddick
Happy Birthday 
Auntie Emma

Love Holly & Danny
xx

Classifieds
All about local people...

Birthdays

Acknowledgement

Stuart Henry 
& Jackie Stabler

We would like to thank 
all family and friends who 

came to celebrate our 
engagement on Saturday 
23rd February. Thank you 
for all the gifts and cards.

Found

Man with a Van
From one item to a van load

Ring / text for a quote
07880 795 499

Services

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321 084 
or 07790 509 925

Local Light Removals
Cheap rates

07588 027 060

Classifieds
Classifieds cost 35p per word plus 

£6 for an optional photograph. 
Deadline for submissions is 12 

noon each Tuesday.  

L&F Brand JKey
Found near the former 

HSBC Bank.
Contact The Crier

Brown Teddy Bear
(Charley Bear)

Found in Maple Avenue
Contact The Crier

Friendly Ferret
Phone 777142

For Sale
Round Bird Cage

£5
Phone 774519

Timothy  Hackworth  pupils  get  
on  their  bikes 

Timothy Hackworth School 
is taking part in the Big 
Pedal 2013; a giant inter-
school cycling competition 
happening in schools all 
across the UK from 28th 
February to 20th March.  
The event is being 
promoted by UK charity 
Sustrans and funded by the 
Bike Hub.
“The Big Pedal works a bit 
like the Tour de France,” 
say the promotors. “Each 
day is a new stage taking 
pupils who cycle or scoot 

their usual journey to and 
from school on an imaginary 
route all around the UK. 
Schools record how many 
pupils, parents and staff 
cycle and scoot to school 
each day and the more that 
do, the faster their time 
will be for that stage. The 
winning school is the school 
that completes the whole 
race in the fastest overall 
time. Each day your child 
brings their bike or scooter 
they will be given a raffle 
ticket and the daily winner 

will win a prize from the 
lucky dip box full of Bike It 
goodies!”
A spokesperson for the 
school said, “It’s totally 
free to enter and all 
parents, pupils and staff 
have been invited to get 
involved.”  
For more information about 
the Big Pedal and to keep 
track of how the school is 
doing during the competi-
tion, visit the Big Pedal 
website at www.bigpedal.
org.uk.

Timothy Hackworth pupils are racing around the UK by taking part in the Big Pedal 2013.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to around 6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 2p each

(01388) 775 896

This  week  in  History

27 February 1964

The government of 
Italy asks for help 
to keep the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa from 
toppling over.

The Scottish National 
Covenant is signed in 
Edinburgh.

Joseph Stalin suffers a 
stroke and collapses. 
He dies four days later.

The Bank of England 
issues the first one-pound 
& two-pound banknotes.

NACA, the predecessor 
of NASA, is founded.

Britain’s first electric trams 
run in east London.

28 February 1638 1 March 1953

2 March 1797 3 March 1915 4 March 1882

More than 80 fixed penalty 
notices for enviro crimes 
such as littering and dog 
fouling were issued during a 
one-month period in County 
Durham.
In January, the council 
issued the following fixed 

penalty notices:
• 9 for dog fouling;
• 48 for littering;
• 27 for failing to comply.
Several fixed penalty 
notices for failing to comply 
with a litter clearing notice 
were issued in Shildon, 

Getting  tough  on  littering  
and  dog  fouling

Coundon Grange and Eldon 
Lane.
If anyone can provide infor-
mation on people who litter 
or fail to pick up after their 
dogs, call 03000 26 1000 
with as much detail of the 
incident as possible.
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NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS
Everything moved from £10

Licensed Waste Carrier

01388 818286
07914 032280

DRIVING LESSONS

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

J. DUNN
HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler 
Installations

Services &
Repairs

Free Quote

Tel: 07826527952
01388 720009

Kelly’s  Cards 
&  Gifts

Including Inks, Disks, Cases 
& other components

79 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772323

Computer  AccessoriesComputer  Accessories

ERIC’S 
FISH BAR
22 Dean Street, Shildon, 

Tel: 01388 776549

The BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
Cod & Chips offer is on 

EVERY TUESDAY 
and will continue for the 

foreseeable future.

NEW LONGER 
OPENING HOURS
from Monday 4th Feb

MON 11-2 4-7
TUE 11-8  (All Day)
WED 11-2 4-8
THU 11-2 4-8
FRI All Day
SAT All Day

New  ticket  offi  ce  
for  railway  station
After an absence of more 
than 43 years, Bishop 
Auckland Railway Station 
once again has its own 
staffed ticket offi ce.
Bishop Trains, which opened 
a model railway and gift 
shop at the railway station 
in January 2012, adopted 
the town railway station 
under a deal with Northern 
Rail and now provides staff 
to operate the new ticket 
offi ce and look after the 
station and the passengers 
using it.   
Bishop Trains have invested 
in excess of £10,000 in the 
provision of the new ticket 
offi ce and are now open for 
business with the ability to 
sell the full range of tickets 
to and from any national 
rail station within the 
UK, as well as  Railcards, 
Rail Rovers and tickets to 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, 
Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islands, plus through-tickets 
to a host of other operators’ 
destinations such as the 

London Underground and 
the Tyne & Wear Metro. 
David Million, Business 
Partner at Bishop Trains 
explained, “The presence 
of staff at the station after 
a period of over 43 years 
is a major improvement 
and will improve security 
and reassurance for station 
users. The new ticket offi ce 
adds to this. 
“Previously passengers 
travelling from Bishop 
Auckland had to purchase 
tickets from the guard on 
the train which limited the 
choice of tickets available. 
Alternatively, they had 
to travel further afi eld 
to Durham or Darlington 
stations in order to benefi t 
from cheaper advance 
ticket deals. 
“Now they can simply visit 
their local station at Bishop 
Auckland.  
The last staffed Ticket 
Offi ce at Bishop Auckland 
station closed on 5th May 
1969.

There are still some seats 
remaining on the Crier’s 
Easter Monday coach trip 
to Chester and Chester 
Zoo. 
The seats are priced at £15 
each.
Additionally, discounted 

Discount  zoo  tickets  on  the 
Crier  coach  trip

tickets for the Zoo will be 
available to purchase on 
the coach.  The Zoo tickets 
are priced at £14.50 adult, 
£12 child and £13.50 for 
senior citizens. 
The coach, which has an 
on-board toilet, will pick 

up at Shildon Bus Station 
at 8am, returning from 
Chester at 5pm and Chester 
Zoo at 5.30pm.
If you would like more in-
formation or to book a seat 
on the coach, call Les on 
01388 775896.  

Chester Zoo has 11,000 animals in 110 acres of award-winning zoological gardens.

Visit Locomotion: the 
National Railway Museum 
at Shildon, on Saturday 
16th and Sunday 17th 
March for your chance to 
see the world of railways – 
in miniature!
The Model Motion event 
will bring together railway 
modellers from all over 
the North East, and will 
feature a wide range of 
model railway layouts.
The layouts will include 
a display by Shildon 
Model Railway Club and 
‘Aylehouses' by Ormesby 
Hall MRC plus a number of 
privately owned displays.
What’s more, there will be 
a selection of trade stands 
offering all you need to 
create your own model 
railway. 
Plus there will be displays 
of other types of toy trains 
– including a collection 
from the North East 

Meccano Society. 
In addition, for a small 
charge, visitors will have 
the chance to enjoy a 
steam train ride behind 
the museum’s operating 
locomotive for the summer 
season. Plus you can 

meet a member of the 
re-enactment group’s 
501st UK Garrison and the 
Rebel Legion UK  who will 
be dressed throughout 
the weekend in costumes 
based on the "Star Wars" 
movies.

Model  Motion  -  railways  in  
miniature

Shildon Station and train in miniature.

A Shildon man has been 
disqualifi ed from driving for 
thirty months after colliding 
with a parked car while 
drunk and then fl eeing the 
scene.
Kevin Porter, of Auckland 
Terrace, was caught on 
CCTV staggering into his 
Ford Mondeo in the early 
hours of 30th September 
2012. He drove the vehicle 

to Brantwood Terrace in 
Tindale Crescent before 
crashing into a Ford Focus 
and a garden wall. The 
49 year-old then fl ed the 
scene, but was later found 
and arrested.
Along with the ban, Porter 
was also given an 8 week 
suspended sentence and 
ordered to undertake 180 
hours of unpaid work.

Man  crashed  car  
before  fl eeing
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Jubilee Fields
Community Centre

Jubilee Road, Shildon, County Durham, DL4 2AL

Jubilee Fields Community Centre has secured funding from the East Durham Trust to hold a 
men’s weekly social afternoon. The new inclusive CREE project for men of all ages is to 
commence Thursday 7th March 1.00pm until 3.00pm. There will be a variety of activities on offer 
along with social outings included which are all free of charge. Come along and join us for a 
cuppa on the 7th March in the meantime if you have any further queries please contact Barbara or 
Sally Ann on 01388 775425.

The One Stop Shop at Eldon Lane also host a men’s session which currently runs on a Tuesday 
afternoon from 1pm. For further details contact Pat on 01388 777714.

                                                                                          Supported by

          
                  
                                           

Putting
the smile 

into 
Shildon!

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

SHAUN  HUMBLE
Robson Street, Shildon (behind the P.O.)

Servicing, MOT's, Tyres, 
Exhausts, our Speciality

Pick up service available
We take all major 

Credit Cards
Telephone

      01388 778070

WINDOW
REPAIRS

* Glass replaced * Leaks *
*Misted Double Glazed Units *
*Hinges * Handles * Seals *

For Windows and Doors,
PVC, Aluminium or Wood

e.g. Glass 90x90cm £20 fi tted
Call for Free Quotation
Replace or Restore!

David 07542 126630
Guaranteed Workmanship

Danni’s Pizza
Experienced 

Driver Wanted

Tel 01388 777717
or call in to 

91-95 Church 
Street, Shildon

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
Siesta House, Whinfi eld Drive, Newton Aycliff e DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day � tting on vertical blinds
www.siestablinds.com

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

Middridge Village Asso-
ciation Spring Fayre will be 
taking place on Saturday 
16th March in the Village 

A free bus service for 
students at Bishop Auckland 
College from Shildon is to 
continue next year.
The service runs on a 
variety of routes every 
weekday during term time, 
including in and around 
Shildon. Pick-up points can 
be added, depending on 
location. Students arrive at 
the college’s main campus 
by 8.50am and leave at 
5.15pm.
As well as the free 
transport, other benefi ts 
for full time students 
aged 16 to 19 include an 
allowance of up to £500, 
free gym membership, free 
hair and beauty treatments, 

free printing and help with 
essential course items.
The college, which has just 
been named among the top 
25 per cent in the country 
for student success rates, 
is holding an open event 
on Tuesday March 5th from 
5.30pm to 7.30pm at its 
Woodhouse Lane, Bishop 
Auckland campus, where 
tutors will be available to 
give information on courses 
starting this September.
To fi nd out more about 
the free bus service, visit 
www.bacoll.ac.uk/school-
leavers/free-bus-service.
html or for information on 
courses available call 01388 
443000.

Free  bus  service  to  
continue

Spring  Fayre
Hall from 10am. Entrance 
is 50p and refreshments 
will be available. There 
will also be craft stalls and 
chocolate tombola. If you 
would like a stall (for £5) 
contact Marion Cleland on 
01325 321753 and leave a 
message.

Mayor’s  daughter  is  welcomed  
into  the  Church

Ella Neve with her parents and Godparents. (Left to Right) David Bullyment, Julie Bul-
lyment, Jeff Masson, Claire Masson (with Ella), Sarah Carrick, Marie Lowes and Brian 
Stoker.

The Mayor of Shildon’s 
baby girl was welcomed 
into the Church of England 
on Sunday 24th February, 
when she was baptised at 
St John’s Church.
Cllr Brian Stoker and his 
partner and consort, 

Sarah Carrick, looked on 
proudly as their daughter, 
Ella Neve Stoker, was 
christened by Reverend 
David Tomlinson.
Sarah and Brian chose 
fi ve Godparents for their 
beautiful little girl, who 

was born on 3rd September 
2012. These were Marie 
Lowes, Jeff Masson, Claire 
Masson, Julie Bullyment 
and David Bullyment.
A reception followed for 
family and friends at the 
Railway Institute. 

Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers- Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work Serviced & Repaired

Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

To Rent

2 Bed Terrace House in 
Foundry Street, Shildon. 

GCH, DG, small front 
garden. £92 per week, 
£200 bond. No fees.

Call 01388 661155
Or 07989 746 302
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ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A QUICK SALE?
WANTED 2-3-4 Bed Houses 
to buy or sell & rent back in 

Shildon & Surrounding Areas
TO LET

1-2-3 Bed Houses, 
Shildon & Surrounding Areas

Call Stuart on

07961 779 704 

Building & Home Maintenance Services
Garage Conversions - Loft Conversions
House Builds - Extensions - New Builds
Renovations - Brickwork & Blockwork

All Aspects of Building Work
Call Now for a 

FREE No Obligation Quote
07584 289 382
01388 604 517

SJ WOODS
Plumbing & Heating Ltd

All aspects of plumbing 
& heating carried out 
including bathroom 

installations, boilers,
service and repairs. 

Free estimates & advise. 
Gas safe registered.

01388 662292
07710 453031

over 30 years experience

House To Let

2 Bed Terrace

Freville Street

£360 pcm

Deposit Required

Contact Simon
07884 377 807

PROFESSIONAL MOBILE DOG GROOMERS
Mutley’sMutley’s

Fully qualified dog handlers
Pick up & drop off service 
Home boarding available
No area too far
For a competitive price 
on any dog, give us a call

tel: 01388 813297
mobile: 07951 501658

Following the success of 
the “Fit to Drop Club”, 
Shildon Leisure Centre has 
announced it is expanding 
the scheme to new 
members. 
The scheme is designed 
to help people not only 
with weight loss, but with 
making healthy lifestyle 
changes.
“This scheme is different 
to other weight loss 
schemes as not only will 
you get fantastic advice 
from highly trained staff 
through weekly group 
meetings, where you will 
get support and great tips 
to help you achieve your 
goals,” said a spokesper-
son, “you can also book 

a private appointment 
to come and speak to 
a member of our team, 
which is unique to our 
‘Fit to Drop’ scheme and 
unavailable with any other 
weight loss schemes.”
Other benefits include:
• Free use of the state-of-

the-art fitness suite;
• Free access to a wide 

range of fitness classes;
• A personal program 

specifically designed to 
help participants achieve 
their personal goals;

• 7-days-a-week access and 
support from staff;

• A comprehensive full 
body measuring system 
which not only measures 
weight loss but inches 

New  members  can  join  Fit  to  
Drop  Club  

Local MP Helen Goodman 
has recently launched a 
series of YouTube videos 
about life after the bedroom 
tax. 
From February 18th Helen 
has been living on a food 
budget of £18 a week and 
video-blogging about it each 
day.  £18 a week is, says 
Helen, the amount some 
of her constituents will be 
left with to feed themselves 
after the introduction of the 
Bedroom Tax in April. 
She said, “I now receive 
a lot of correspondence 
from constituents who are 
worried about how they will 
survive once the Govern-
ment’s new ‘Bedroom tax’ 
is introduced. One woman 
wrote to me the other 
day.  She is on Employment 
Support Allowance. In April, 
her benefits will change and 
she will have to pay £9.24 in 
bedroom tax.  On average 
she will be left with £18 a 

week for food and clothes.”
Follow Helen’s progress on 
YouTube at www.youtube.
co m/u s e r/H e le n G o o d -
manMP.
Helen Goodman has also 
organised a Jobs Fair hosted 
by Bishop Auckland College 
on Friday 15th March, 
between 10am and 2pm at 
the College.
A range of employers 
and organisations will be 
represented including 
Bishop Auckland College, 
livin, Premier Inn, Durham 
County Council and National 
Careers Service. 
“Come along for information 
on vacancies, apprentice-
ships, work experience op-
portunities and workshops 
on gaining support in finding 
employment,” said Helen.
The event is free to attend 
and more information 
is available from Helen 
Goodman’s Constituency 
office on 01388 603075.

lost, muscle tone and 
muscle gained.

“So if you want to lose 
weight or train for a 
challenge in 2013, or would 
just like to be fitter and 
healthier, then this scheme 
is for you,” added the 
spokesperson.
Anyone interested can 
enrol on to the scheme 
from Thursday 28th 
February, with induction 
week starting on Monday 
4th March.  
For more information or to 
book your place, contact 
the Fit to Drop team on 
01388 728866 or go along 
to Sunnydale Leisure 
Centre and speak to a 
member of the team. 

MP  launches  
bedroom  tax  blog

Helen talks about the difficulties of living on such a small 
food budget on her YouTube video blog.

Between 12.45am and 
1.24am on Thursday 21st 
February, three males 
forced entry to Sweet 
Greetings in Church Street, 
Shildon; an incident which 
was recorded entirely on 
the store’s CCTV.
The footage shows the 
trio gaining access before 
running away empty 
handed.
Owner of the store, Glen, 
commented, “We would 
like to thank the police 
for their fast response and 
would also like to ask local 

people and businesses in 
the town to check their 
CCTV footage from the 
early hours of Thursday 
morning, to help catch 
these low-life criminals 
who are giving our town a 
bad name.”
Glen is offering a reward 
of £200 for any information 
that leads to a conviction.
This incident is believed to 
be linked to an attempted 
burglary at the Jubilee 
Fields shop in Coronation 
Avenue, which occurred 
at around 5am that same 

morning. Three males 
unsuccessfully attempted 
to force entry to the 
premises. 
Police are currently 
following a number of 
lines of enquiry, however 
if you recognise any of the 
three males, or have any 
information regarding the 
incident, contact police on 
101.
The full video can be 
viewed on the Town Crier’s 
Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/shildon-
towncrier.

In the early hours of 
Monday 25th February, 
John James Hewitt, aged 
23 years of Park View, 
Shildon, was stopped by 
police in the West Road 
area of the town. 
When searched by officers 
he was found to be in 

possession of a screwdriv-
er, pliers and a quantity of 
cable. 
Hewitt was later charged 
with going equipped to 
steal and will appear 
before Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court on 8th 
March.

Man  found  with  
screwdriver  &  pliers

Attempted  burglary  caught  on  
CCTV

The three males can be seen attempting to kick down the door to the shop on Church 
Street.
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Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 01388 741114
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proo� ng
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

J.P. POTTLE
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

1 Norman Terrace
Chilton, DL17 0HF 01388 721284

R A Taylor
RDT. Dip. CDT RCS (Eng)

Clinical Dental Technician
New Dentures

While-you-wait denture repairs
Easy parking - no steps GDC Reg 154105

The next meeting of 
Shildon and District Flower 
Club will take place on 
Monday 4th March from 
7.30pm at Shildon Civic 
Hall. 
Area demonstrator Anne 

Are you aged between 10 
and 16 and want to learn 
how to cook? 
A free 10 week cookery 
class is running in Shildon 
Methodist Hall from 
Wednesday 27th February, 
between 6pm and 7.30pm. 

Girls  are  offi  cially  recognised 
bell  ringers 

For over 100 years the bells 
of Saint John’s church have 
rung out across Shildon, cel-
ebrating weddings, calling 
Christian people to worship, 
celebrating the outbreak 
of peace, royal weddings, 
Jubilees, and much more. 
Donated to the church by 
the GNER, the bells have 
been rung by a dedicated 
band of local people ever 
since. 
On Sunday, three of the 
novice bell ringers were 
given their certifi cates of 

membership of the Durham 
& Newcastle Diocesan As-
sociation of Church Bell 
Ringers marking their 
competence as ringers.
Following a year of hard 
work, of learning, and 
of practice, Stephanie 
Callaghan (15), Emily 
Callaghan (13), and Lexie 
Cleasby (12), were given a 
rousing round of applause 
as Tower Captain, Trevor 
Thompson and Vicar, Revd. 
David Tomlinson presented 
the certifi cates during the 

Sunday morning service. 
“Our community can be 
rightly proud of these 
young people,” said 
Trevor Thompson, “they 
have worked hard, been 
committed, and the rest of 
the band is delighted to be 
ringing alongside them.” 
The girls will be ringing 
on Wednesday night and 
Sundays as they continue to 
hone their skills. 
In the meantime new ringers 
looking to learn are always 
welcome to go along.

Stephanie Callaghan, Emily Callaghan and Lexie Cleasby receive their certifi cates from 
Tower Captain, Trevor Thompson and Rev. David Tomlinson.

The Co-operative Funer-
alcare in Church Street, 
Shildon is appealing to 
the community for help in 
collecting Easter eggs once 
again this year. 
Staff are hoping to collect 
enough eggs to share 
between local groups 
for children and adults 
with learning disabilities 
and children staying with 
their mums at the Bishop 
Auckland Women’s Aid 
Refuge. 
Jenette Sisson, Divisional 

Manager of the Co-opera-
tive Funeralcare said, “As a 
business at the heart of the 
community we want to put 
a smile on as many faces as 
possible this Easter”.
Eggs and Easter gifts will 
be gratefully received at 
the funeral home between 
Monday 4th and Friday 
22nd March (opening hours 
10am – 2pm weekdays) or 
at any local Funeralcare 
funeral home. 
For more information call 
01388 774853.

Easter  egg  appeal

Flower  club  
meeting

Simpson from York will 
design fl ower arrange-
ments on the theme of 
'Round and Round'.
Entry is free to members 
and £5 for visitors, which 
can be paid on the door.

Free  cookery  class
The course includes 
cooking recipes from 
various countries and 
making tasty desserts. 
Places are limited. To book, 
or for more information, 
contact Helen Shepherd on 
07772 211 319.

How to contact us:
By email or online:
crier@talk21.com or www.shildontowncrier.com
By post or in person:
Town Crier, First Floor, Town Council Offi  ces, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Our offi  ces, Civic Hall Square.
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specifi c needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.shildontowncrier.com.
� e Shildon & District Town Crier is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Shildon, Middridge, Eldon, Eldon Lane 
and Redworth.

of our wonderful community
              

   Town Crier
  Shildon
 & District At the heart
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

In the midst of a fixture 
backlog crisis, Shildon AFC 
have had a full week to 
quietly prepare for their 
biggest game of the season 
so far. 
Shildon take on Ascot 
United of the uhlsport 
Hellenic League, who play 
at the famous horse racing 
course, in the quarter 
finals of the FA Vase.
Shildon made short work 
of Suffolk-based Brantham 
Athletic in the last 16, 
winning their away tie 
4-1, while Ascot needed a 
replay to see of Newport, 
from the Isle of Wight. 
Although drawn away from 
home in the first match, 
both games took place at 
the Racecourse ground afer 
the FA deemed Newport’s 
pitch unplayable. 
In the return tie, Ascot, 

whose nickname is the 
Yellamen, survived a late 
goal after taking a 2-0 lead 
to win 2-1.
While it is the first time 
Ascot have reached this 
stage, Shildon have been 
here before, in 2009/10 
when they lost to eventual 
winners, Whitley Bay.
Both sides will be looking 
to make history on 
Saturday at Dean Street, 
where Shildon will have 
the home advantage. A win 
will put either side into the 
two-legged semi-final, just 
one round from a dream 
Wembley final.
Meanwhile, Shildon’s 
Durham Challenge Cup 
semi-final tie against 
holders, Spennymoor 
Town, was the latest to fall 
victim to the weather on 
Monday night. The tie, due 

to be played at Spenny-
moor’s Brewery Field was 
postponed due to a water-
logged pitch and will now 
be played next Monday, 
4th March, instead. Kick 
off is at 7.30pm. 
Shildon’s fixture backlog 
is now so severe that they 
will be forced to play 
two midweek matches 
per week, as well as 
Saturday matches, for the 
remainder of the season, 
having only completed half 
their league ties with less 
than nine weeks of the 
season remaining.
The Railwaymen have 
played just 23 matches in a 
46 match league schedule, 
and with cup ties added, 
they have a daunting 
number of matches to 
play before the end of the 
season. 

Shildon  AFC  prepare  for  
biggest  game  of  season  so  far

Following last week’s 
article in the Town Crier 
regarding Shildon Railway 
Cricket Club’s prepara-
tions for the new season, 
Chairman John Brennan 
was delighted to accept 
generous donations to help 
with the project.
“It just goes to show how 
supportive and caring the 
people of Shildon really 
are,” he said. 
“On Friday I received a 
call from a gentleman, 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous, asking me to 
call and collect £50 from 

him to go towards buying 
some paint. 
“Then, on Friday evening, 
a member of the BR arrived 
at the Club House with a 
large tin of paint for us.
“These donations will go a 
long way to help with the 
work we have in mind,” he 
added. 
The Club is looking for 
sponsors from local 
businesses who may wish 
to advertise via hoardings 
around the ground. 
Anyone interested should 
contact John on 01388 
773663.

Cricketers’ gratitude

The next meeting of the 
Shildon AFC Supporters’ 
Club will take place on 
Sunday 3rd March at 
11.30am at the football 
club. The Supporters’ Club 
encourages all members 
and potential members to 

attend its meetings. 
A lifetime membership 
of the club is currently 
available at just £8 for 
adults and £4 for OAP 
and junior members. New 
members will also receive 
a free club badge.

Shildon  Supporters’ 
Club  meeting

Fox & Hounds
Market Place | Shildon | DL4 2DP

Reopened Friday 22nd February
We are open 11am-11pm

7 days a week

Beers from only £1.85  |  Lagers from £1.95
Everyone more than welcome!

NOW UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Tigers  train  with  Bulls

Shildon-based Durham 
Tigers Rugby League has 
renewed its ties with 
Super League’s Bradford 
Bulls.
On the 22nd and 23rd  
February, the Tigers 
hosted a two day coaching 
course for their players, 
which was held by Bradford 
Bull’s coaches.
This was the third time 
that the Tigers have hosted 
Bradford Bulls coaches at 

Sunnydale. 
Club Secretary Phil Selby 
said, “Following two 
highly successful previous 
courses we are honoured 
that the Bulls have agreed 
to this, because we are 
determined to give local 
kids the best training and 
opportunities possible, so 
that if they are interested 
in pursuing Rugby further, 
then they can. 
“The Bulls are always 

looking for new players 
that have the potential to 
play professionally, and we 
give them the opportunity 
to look for talent outside 
of the Yorkshire area.”
Durham Tigers hold 
weekly training sessions at 
Sunnydale for people of all 
ages and are always keen 
to recruit new players.
For more information visit 
the Tigers’ Facebook page 
‘We are Durham Tigers.”

The Bradford Bulls coaches pass on their knowledge to the young players at Shildon.

BEST PRICES IN TOWN
A RATED WINDOWS AS STANDARD


