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Home Care Workers 
£6.45 per hour & 25p mileage allowance 

To provide care & support to people in their own homes. 

Posts are available in Spennymoor, Bishop Auckland,
Newton Aycliffe, Shildon, West Auckland, Cockfield, Eldon, 
Coundon, St Helens Auckland and surrounding villages. 

All rotas include daytime, evenings & alternate weekends.  
Also weekend workers required on a 12 hours guarantee. 

Experience desirable although full training will be provided. 

Car owner / driver essential. 

For further information please contact 
Debbie, Sally or Lee on 01740 658873 

The above posts are subject to a CRB disclosure 

Due to being a contracted provider of home care 
for Durham County Council our service has expanded and  

we are happy to announce the above vacancies 

Open Day Event
Sat 21st January
1pm till 4pm

Call: 0191 375 4710
 

  
www.facebook/EDCollege | www.eastdurham.ac.uk

 

We are the region’s leading provider of full 
and part-time land based courses.

We provide training and education for 
all abilities, from students aiming to go 
to university to learners with learning 
diffi culties and disabilities. We are also 
home to County Durham’s new Autism 
Spectrum Condition support unit. 

providideerr o oofff fufufufullllllll 
oursrsesess.

Houghall 

is located on 

the A177 near 

Shincliffe

DH1 3SG

  Agriculture
  Animal Care
  Arboriculture and Forestry
  Environmental Management
  Equestrianism
  Floristry
  Horticulture and Gardening

A lesson in respect

Youngsters in Shildon have 
been taking lessons in 
‘Respect’ thanks to funding 
from the Bishop Auckland 
and Shildon Area Action 
Partnership.
The project aims to make 
children aged between 
5 and 16 feel valued and 

respected.
Funding will pay for a 
Shildon ‘Respect’ worker 
to coordinate the project 
across the Shildon area and 
link with organisations that 
children and young people 
are engaged with outside of 
school.

The project aims to 
improve children’s self 
esteem and well being 
while at the same time 
improving behaviour and 
relationships. It is hoped 
this will reduce bullying and 
improve school attendance.
‘Respect’ is taking 
place across schools 
within Shildon, including 
Sunnydale Community 
College, Timothy 
Hackworth Primary School, 
Thornhill Primary School 
and St John’s Catholic 
School and Sixth Form 
Centre.
Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon Area Action Part-
nership will work with 
Shildon Young People’s 
Action Network, youth 
groups and councillors 
Garry Huntington and David 
Hancock who each gave 
£9,000 from their Neigh-
bourhood Budgets.
Sue Hedley, deputy head-
teacher at Sunnydale 
Community College, said: 
“We are delighted with 
the impact this work is 
having on children and 
are extremely grateful 
to councillors Hancock 
and Huntington for their 
generous donation ensuring 
that this valuable work can 
continue.”

Children from Timothy Hackworth who recorded and performed the Respect Rap are 
pictured: Shona Leaf, Niall Higham, Konrad Gogolinski, Kyle Thompson, Paige Ball, 
Lorne Mills, Cain Smith, Morgan Davison, Korin Wenzel, Megan Jones, Brennan Hud-
son, Beth Thompson, Alicia Stewart, Blake Milner, Hannah Bell and Emily Horner.

Old Shildon photos
Recently a resident 
in John Street, 
Shildon decided to 
wallpaper his living 
room. In preparation 
he looked behind the 
fire surround and to 
his amazement there 
were four very old 
photographs and a 
Christmas card hidden 
away.
On the back of one of 
the photographs is the 
name Billy Wright, who 
is only a few months 
old at the time.
There are three more 
photographs - two 
are of a young boy, 
possibly Billy, one 
taken in a field with 
the youngster on a 
bike and in the other 
photo he is standing in 
a garden. 
The final photograph is 
dated 1947 with pencil on 
the flip-side, and is of a 
handsome Lance Corporal. 
Is this Billy Wright we 
wonder?
We know that Billy did 
in fact live at this same 
address earlier in his life 

and we are most grateful 
for the kind resident for 
bringing these heir looms 
to our attention.
If the relatives of the 
Wright family would like 
to have these photographs 
please contact the Town 
Crier office.

An old photograph unearthed 
from a fireplace from a house in 
John Street. 
Do you know this man?
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In Memoriam

Birthdays

Birthdays

Classifieds
All about local people...

Classifieds cost 35p 
per word and £6 for an 
optional photograph.
Call 01388 775896 for 

details, or email
crier@talk21.com

John Baynham

Still in our thoughts
Miss you loads

7th January 2000

Love from 
Ann, Shaun & kids

xxx

Elliemay
Happy 5th Birthday 

princess

Love you loads,
Mammy x

Elliemay
Happy Birthday big sis

Love CeeJay x

Proudfoot - Freeman
Elliemay

Love you loads from
Nana & Granda

xx

Happy 5th Birthday to our 
gorgeous granddaughter

Proudfoot - Freeman
Elliemay

Love you loads from
Wuzzy & Jaylee

xx

Happy 5th Birthday to our 
special niece

Elliemay
Happy Birthday little cuz

Love from Millie x

Christopher Pratt

Love Auntie Debra, 
Uncle David & Emily

Happy 18th
5 - 1 - 94

18!

Births

Claydon - Wood
20th December 2011

xxx

Congratulations Debbie & 
Stuart on the birth of your 

baby son
Joe Lewis

Welcome little brother 
for Megan & Abbi, first 
grandson for Denise & 

Walter, nephew for Kelly

MOVING A THING?
From £12.50. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Need  AN  Old  scrAP 
dOMesTIc  APPlIANce 

reMOVING???  cAN'T  wAIT  
fOr  THe cOuNcIl
rING  01325  321678

Services

david Hallimond Plastering
No job too small

Mobile: 07792733967
Home: 01388 773164

Property
2 Bed House To let

Albion Avenue, Shildon, £385 per 
month. Tel: 01325 351212

Need to contact The Crier
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: crier@talk21.com

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering, 

Damp proofing
Clean Service

Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small
Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

             
    Town Crier

  Shildon
 & District

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£6) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount (x35p): ..........................
Total: ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................

Oriental Delight
Nail, Massage 

& Aromatherapy Salon

Above Fudge Hair Design, 
57 Church Street, Shildon, 

01388 778172

SPECIAL OFFER
Acrylic, Gel, Nail Art, 
Massage, Facial, Semi-

Permanent Lash Extension, 
Waxing, Tinting, Threading

Dave Leys
Builder & Joiner

Floor & Wall Tiling
Upvc Fascias & Soffits

Free Estimates
(01388) 772759
07979 035 558

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

AIDING YOU MOBILITY

01388 776157
07940 584642

Caring for all your 
mobility needs

Now Open: 
Tues & Thur: 9.30am - 2.30pm 

Fri - Sat: 9.30am - 12.30pm

To celebrate our 1st year
10% off with this advert

Church Street, Shildon

New disabled badge charges

The cost of Blue Badges 
for disabled people in Co. 
Durham will rise from £2 
to £10 after the Durham 
County Council recom-
mended the maximum 
increase possible.
There are about 
2.5m disabled people 

nationwide who have Blue 
Badges, including about 
35,000 in Co. Durham, but 
it is estimated that up to 
500,000 badges are used 
incorrectly.
To address the problem, 
the government is setting 
up the Blue Badge Im-

provement Service to 
produce and distribute all 
badges from 1st January 
2012, when the new 
charges become effective.
They are introducing a 
new design and badge that 
will be more secure.
Cllr. Morris Nicholls, 
D.C.C. cabinet member for 
adult services said “The 
government is introduc-
ing a major programme of 
reforms to the Blue Badge 
scheme in order to bring 
about improvements and 
more effectively address 
abuse and fraud, which 
results in an estimated 
£46m in lost parking 
revenue for councils each 
year. The implementation 
of these reforms will mean 
extra costs to the council 
unless we increase the 
fee we charge for a Blue 
Badge.”
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Affordable 
Appliance Repairs

Washing Machines
Tumble Driers
Electric Cookers

Dishwashers
Vacuum Cleaners

Free local call out
Call Nev on Daytime: 

07823 332 535
Evenings: 01388 722 369

ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR A QUICK SALE?
WANTED 2-3-4 Bed Houses 
to buy or sell & rent back in 

Shildon & Surrounding Areas
TO LET

1-2-3 Bed Houses, 
Shildon & Surrounding Areas

Call Stuart on

07961 779 704 

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Lifelong Sunderland 
fan Billy Longworth has 
become somewhat of an 
internet sensation lately. 
He was caught on camera 
celebrating Sunderland’s 
last gasp winner away 
at Queens Park Rangers 
jumping up and down 
holding his beloved dog 
Jarvis.
As Sunderland players 
celebrated their goal 
near the touchline, Billy 
is clearly visible in the 
terraces clutching Jarvis, 
unable to contain his joy 
at his teams late winner.
There was a hunt on Sky 
Sports to identify this fan 
and The Crier is delighted 
to reveal that it is Shildon 
man Billy Longworth. 
The retired maintenance 
engineer travels all over 
the country supporting 
his beloved Sunderland 
AFC. He tries to take 
Jarvis (Jarvis Cocker, 
the cocker spaniel!) with 
him whenever he can, 
but some ground regula-
tions have stringent rules 
regarding animals.
Billy can go and see home 
games at the Stadium 
of Light and be back 
with Jarvis in a matter 
of hours, but he has to 
pick and chose the away 
games he can take Jarvis 
to.
“For the QPR match I had 
my train ticket and my 
match ticket bought so 
I thought I might as well 
go down with Jarvis and 
see if we can get in” said 
Billy.
“I told the stewards 

Sunderland fans Billy and Jarvis 
are Sky Sports stars

there that I couldn’t 
leave him on his own. 
The QPR people were 
brilliant. They told me 
the stewards would keep 
an eye on him during the 
game, they understood I 
had come a long way.”
Ever-the-gentleman Billy 
also explained how a 
little manners gets you a 
long way, “My attitude is 
just that if you approach 
people in the right 
manner they will be OK 
with you. I took him to a 
couple of places during 
the pre-season games at 

Kilmarnock and York and 
they let him in,” added 
Billy, 52, who is married 
to Pat, 62.

Thousands have viewed 
clips of Billy and Jarvis 
on YouTube and you can 
view the clip online by 
searching for ‘Sunderland 
fan dog’.
Billy is impressed with 
the appointment of 
Martin O’Neill into the 
Sunderland hotseat, 
saying “I think if any 
club was left without 
a manager then Martin 
O’Neill would be in the 
top three candidates.”
He is also remaining  
optimistic for the future, 
“Hopefully O’Neill can lift 
us up a bit now.”

Sunderland fan Billy with his cocker spaniel Jarvis 
in the pub (above) and on Sky Sports (below)

How to contact us:
By email or online:
crier@talk21.com or www.shildontowncrier.com
By post or in person:
Town Crier, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Our offices, Civic Hall Square.
The Shildon & District Town Crier is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Shildon, Middridge, Eldon, Eldon Lane 
and Redworth.

of our wonderful community
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Police are appealing 
for witnesses after two 
vehicles were damaged 
on Main Street , Shildon 
overnight between 
Wednesday 28th and 
Thursday 29th December.
 The first, a white minibus, 
was parked in a public 
car park to the rear of 
Main Street near to the 
Dr. Baliga’s surgery when 
its front passenger side 
window was smashed.
The second, a green 
Vauxhall Corsa, was 
parked in a side street 
next to the Town Council 
Depot and had suffered 
damage to its driver side 
window.
PC Stewart Walker  said: 
“We are urging anyone to 
come forward with any 
information that may be 
relevant to the investiga-
tion. 
“We particularly want to 
speak to people who were 
in the Main Street area 
of Shildon who may have 
seen anything suspicious 
to contact police.”
On New Years Day evening 
there was an assault on a 
male in the Fox and Hounds 
pub in Market Place.  The 
male received a broken 
nose that bled heavily.  
The pub had people in at 
the time and the incident 
was probably seen by a 
number of people enjoying 
a quiet drink at that time.
Just after midnight on 
Sunday night on 1st 

Shildon policing 
update

January and the morning 
of Monday 2nd January 
there was a disturbance 
in Hackworth Park.  This 
resulted in a male and 
female being quite badly 
injured.  The male respon-
sible has been arrested 
and is on police bail, but 
if anyone was out walking 
their dog or making their 
way home at this time and 
saw the incident then the 
police are very keen to 
speak to them.
Over the past week there 
has been an increase in 
the number of damages 
to vehicle and thefts from 
them.  If anyone has any 
information as to whom 
is responsible then please 
come forward?  People are 
again reminded to remove 
items from your car when 
it is unattended and par-
ticularly over night.
The holiday period has 
seen a rise in the number 
of domestic incidents 
reported as well as 
incidents fuelled by 
alcohol.  The Police have 
responded quickly to all        
of these incidents and 
there have been a number 
of people charged with 
these offences.
Anyone with information 
can call Durham Constabu-
lary on 101 and ask for PC 
Walker at Shildon police 
office. Alternatively they 
can contact the independ-
ent charity Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

Police non-emergency number dial
101

Advertise in the 
Shildon & District

Town Crier
Contact Jeff Ridley on

(01388) 775896 or 0790 999 2731
or email crier@talk21.com
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taylorwimpey.co.uk

D E
A L

Amazing
A quality 
home with 
an affordable 
price tag.

The Denham

Great homes

Call in 
today to 
find out 
more!

3 & 4 
bedroom 
detached 
homes 
available 
from only

£129,995

Part Exchange Available!

HIGHLEA GARDENS 
Auckland Park, Bishop Auckland, 

Durham, DL14 8BD

0845 672 4044Sales information centre and showhomes open 
Monday, Thursday & Friday 10am-5pm and 
weekends 10am-5.30pm

*These offers are plot specific, see Sales Executive for details. 
Price correct at time of press. Images for guidance.
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DRIVING 
LESSONS

Driving lessons with local experienced 
professional DSA approved instructor

Phone or text 
0776 123 9931

GIFT VOUCHERS
6 LESSONS - £80

Don’t just throw your 
Christmas cards out this 
New Year. All of your old 

cards can be recycled at 
Morrison’s stores until the 
end of January.

Recycle your 
Christmas cards

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments’ Guild
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays 8.30am - 11.30am

70lt Mother Earth multi-purpose compost 
3 for £10.50 (Our best seller)
75 lt Levington M3 MPC £6

80 lt Bulrush Prof MPL £4.75
100 lt Baled Peat £6

4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £4.55
4x4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £18 box

Yeoman Hand Forks £1.50 each
10 lt Maxicrop £30 each

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

HEATING  &  PLUMBING

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler Installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUNN

01388 720009

This  week  in  History

January 1934

“Flash Gordon” comic strip by 
Alex Raymond debuts

8 January 1979

512 die as oil tanker 
Bantry Bay blows up

9 January 1718
France declares war on 
Spain

January 1839

Tea from India arrives on 
English shores for the first 
time

11 January 1693

Mt Etna erupts in Sicily

12 January 1816

France decrees Bonaparte family 
excluded from the country 
forever

7

10

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

I would like to express my concerns about the growing number of live stock 
being kept at the Byerley Road allotment site in Shildon.

Being a nearby resident me, my partner and children are often woken by the 
noise of cockerels “crowing” or geese “squabbling”, not from just one bird but a 
whole chorus of them.

Our youngest child is ten months old and if we lay her to sleep in her cot either 
day or night with all the windows closed these birds can still be heard on her 
baby monitor in our living room down stairs.

When we first moved here 6 years ago the allotments to the rear of our home 
were well kept, all the gardeners were polite and the only birds being kept there 
were pigeons which were a pleasure to watch, but since then two new residents 
have taken these plots and they have become a complete eye sore, each year 
there is less and less vegetable growing being done and more and more chicken 
sheds being built which in turn attract rats and cause a general nuisance, the 
place now looks like a shanty town and I can honestly say it is an embarrass-
ment to live beside.

I have spoken politely to the owners of both these plots about my concerns 
on more than one occasion and was told to “go and complain to the council” 
which is what I did and was told by Shildon town council that they would send 
somebody round to have look, well that was 5 weeks ago yet still the nuisance 
persists. It was only yesterday I watched one of these people burning plastic 
patio chairs on a fire 10 meters away from my home sending black smoke and 
toxic fumes into our garden.

It seems to me that for the annual cost of £10 to rent an allotment these people 
can just do as they please without any thought or consideration for the families 
and council tax payers that also live in our town.

I have taken some lovely photo’s of the gardens in question and am thinking 
of having them published as postcards with the heading “Welcome to Shildon  
2012” I am sure they will go down a storm with all the visitors down at our 
local railway museum.  If anybody else out there would like to comment on 
this, or would like to purchase any of my prints, then please do not hesitate to 
contact myself directly on the number provided below.

Kind Regards

Mr Carl Box
07411072217

Send us your 
letters and 

points of view
Email 

crier@talk21.com

An easy to remember non-
emergency police number 
has been launched in our 
region.
The public are now able 
to call 101 for non-emer-
gency issues such as minor 
traffic collisions, criminal 
damage or if they want to 
speak to a local neighbour-
hood officer about an issue 
affecting their community.
The new number is being 
introduced as part of a 
national roll-out designed 
to make it easier for 
people to contact police.
Chief Constable Jon 
Stoddart said, “This 
is a simple number 
which should be easy 
to remember. We want 
people to use it when 
they're reporting a crime 
or incident, which doesn't 
need the 999 response.
"By using this number 
people will be able 
to contact their local 
officers, as well as helping 
to reduce the demands on 
the 999 system, which is 
for emergencies only.”

New  101  contact  
number launched

The new number will 
replace current non-
emergency numbers but 
calls will still be answered 
in the same police commu-
nications centres by the 
same police personnel.
When calling 101, the 
system will determine 
the caller's location and 
play a recorded message 
announcing the police 
force they're being 
connected to. If they are 
on a boundary between 
two or more forces, the 
recorded message will give 
them a choice of which 
force to be connected to.
Calls to 101 will cost 15p 
per call, no matter what 
time of day it is, or how 
long the call lasts. This 
means everyone calling the 
police will know exactly 
how much a call will cost 
them, whether they're 
calling from a landline or 
a mobile phone. Calls are 
free from public phone 
boxes.
People should continue to 
call 999 in an emergency.

Bishop Auckland Choral 
Society start practicing for 
their spring concert on
Tuesday 17 January at 7pm 
at the Town Hall, Bishop 
Auckland.

Anyone who would like to 
join them would be very 
welcome.
Just come along or ring 
Sophie on 01388 834359 for 
more information.

Choral Society begin 
training
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Gibson's Funeral 
Services

Established over 140 years.

Association Street, Shildon.
Our office hours are

Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.
or  by appointment on

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Our caring staff are here to listen and
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

- Funeral Pre-payment Plans 
- Memorial masonry 
- Floral Tributes

Shildon Elm Cottage, Church Street 
01388 774 853

142978_Were_in_the_News_60x70.indd   1 09/07/2010   12:13

Ferryhill Dean House, Parker Terrace

01740  651 329

Door
Repair

Specialist

SHILDON
LOCKSMITH

24 HOUR 
CALL OUT

We offer gain entry, 
Lock changes and 

door & window repair
Covers all local areas

Tel: 07748 044808
www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

Carpet Cleaning 
Offer

Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

‘pop man’
Quality soft drinks 

in glass bottles 
delivered to your door
Choice of 20 Flavours

Only 65p per bottle

07525 264861
Call Kevin on

Est 10 years

Kelly’s Cards & Gifts
and Computer Repairs

79 Church Street, Shildon, 01388 772323

Inks - Sales - Media Cables 
Repairs - Hardware - Software 

Networking - Components
Accessories - Laminating

J D B
Plumbing 

& Heating Services
•	 Gas & Central Heating       
 Breakdown and Repairs
•	 Installations
•	 Fires and Cookers
•	 Gas Safety Checks
•	 All aspects of plumbing
Very reasonable rates

 Ring Michael on...
 01388 778323
 0781 2074471

Festive fun run a great success

Christmas Eve saw over 
200 runners dressed as 
various characters from 
the Christmas season 
taking part in the Durham 
Park run. 
The 5k distance is 
attracting more runners 
every week, and many 
young athletes from 
Shildon AC made 24th 
December their debut. 
First back for the club 

and 5th place overall was 
Michael Bleasby, dressed 
in a full length Santa 
suit he still knocked out 
17.48 as he crossed the 
line. Not far behind was 
young Henry Johnson who 
despite having a cold came 
in 7th with 18.24. Matthew 
Coulthard made his debut 
and romped around in his 
Santa outfit in 19.09. 
Amy Etherington was 1st 

female home and seemed 
to fly around the course as 
fast as Santa delivers his 
presents! She completed 
her debut run in 19.49, 
and hard on her heels was 
Zoe Hewitson who crossed 
the finish in 20.39 and 
claimed 2nd female place.  
Other results include Ryan 
Etherington who finished 
in 20.54 and Elizabeth 
Wood 22.28. 

Festive runners at Durham’s Park Run on Christmas Eve

Ryan Michael Lee, of 
The Green, Bishopton, 
Stockton-on-Tees, was 
due before magistrates 
at Newton Aycliffe 
facing a charge related 
to incidents in Shildon, 
between 24th November 
and 30th November 2011.It 

Due in court
is alleged that the 18 year 
old pursued a course of 
conduct which amounted 
to the harassment of 
Sharon and Craig Taylor 
by making numerous 
telephone calls and text 
messages threatening 
their property.

Shaun James McGee 
pleaded guilty to a charge 
of entering the Lilburn 
Close Community Building 
in Shildon, on 18th 
November, with intent 
to steal. Newton Aycliffe 
Magistrates’ Court heard 
that the 39 year old, of 
Middleton Road, Shildon, 
had removed beading 
around the window with 

Community building 
burglary

a screwdriver before 
entering and conducting 
an untidy search. 
McGee had made full 
admission and told police 
that he was drunk at the 
time and had wanted cash 
to purchase more alcohol. 
Matters were stood down 
and reports requested 
before sentencing.  

Shildon Salvation Army 
Band raised £1,432.38 by 
playing Christmas carols 
in Morrison’s and around 
Newgate Street, Bishop 

Salvation Army Band raise a 
magnificent sum

Auckland, in the run up 
to Christmas. The money 
will we used to promote 
activities at the Cross 
Street Branch, Shildon.

The Army are having 
a jumble sale at Cross 
Street on Tuesday 10th 
January 2012 from 10am 
till 11am, and refresh-
ments will be available to 
purchase.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Crier is delivered 
to around 6,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
priced by weight & size

(01388) 775 896
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JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

J.P. Pottle
Plumbing and Heating

Central Heating Installations
 and Repairs

Gas Servicing and Repairs
All aspects of plumbing work 

undertaken
No job too small.

20 Years Experience
Time served

FREE ESTIMATES  
Gas Safe Registered.

Heating Grants for OAPs

Tel: 07974 177242  
or  01388 607233

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

FLAT TO LET 
SPACIOUS 5 BEDROOM 

BISHOP AUCKLAND 
TOWN CENTRE 

Rent on Application 
Self Contained 

Immediate Occupation 
Competitive Rent 

Rebecca  0191 460 4046   
                  07793708266 

MILNER’S CLEANING 
CONTRACTORS

Window cleaning- Houses 
& Businesses from £3

Gutters cleaned & repaired 
from £5

Garden maintenence, 
home repair service, office 

& domestic cleaning
CALL: 01388 776150

OR: 07552752169

Council tenants face 
sub-let crackdown
New government proposals 
could see wealthy tenants 
forced to pay the market 
rate for living in their 
council homes.
Government officials 
estimated there were up 
to 6,000 people in social 
housing who had incomes 
of more than £100,000 last 
year.
Also there are around 
160,000 tenants who move 
out of their homes and then 
take rent from someone 
else, thereby pocketing 
hundreds of pounds per 
week at the taxpayers 
expense.
Housing Minister Grant 
Shapps said it was a 
‘scandal’ which was costing 
taxpayers up to £10bn a 
year. He said why should 
someone on a six-figure 
income enjoy a fantastical-
ly subsidised council rent, 
whilst those in real need 
languish on the waiting list?
Around 1.8 million families 

are on council house 
waiting lists in England and 
Wales with around 8 million 
people living in 4 million 
council or housing associa-
tion homes.
Ministers are committed 
to tackle tenancy fraud, 
which costs this country 
billions of pounds and 
means people who could 
otherwise be housed are 
losing out.
In addition to a national 
crackdown, which has 
been backed with £19m 
government cash, there 
will be published shortly 
proposals for consultation 
ahead of new legislation to 
criminalise tenancy fraud.

Local Dancers turned out in 
force for Graeme Scarlett’s 
Christmas Dinner and party 
dance, which once again 
was held at the Shildon 
Masonic Hall on Saturday 
17th  December 2011.
Over one hundred dancers 
enjoyed a four course 
dinner and took to the floor 

Shildon Strictly Come 
Dancing?

to celebrate the festive 
season. This year’s raffle 
raised £150 which has been 
kindly donated to the Kays 
Hill Animal Sanctuary at 
Bildershaw. 
Plans are already being 
made to host a similar 
event on 22nd December 
this year.

Co-op memorial service

The Co-operative Funer-
alcare in Church Street, 
Shildon would like to 
thank everyone who 
attended their Memorial 
Carol Service in December 
at Woodhouse Close 

Church, and everyone 
who came into their office 
and put a memorial tag 
on the Christmas tree. 
They raised £125 through 
donations in church and 
£20.51 through donations 

for the tree, which 
together with monies 
raised in their other 
offices will be given to 
the Butterwick Hospice 
appeal.

Mr and Mrs Johnson place their memorial on the tree

Advertise in 
The Crier
Call Jeff on

01388 775896
0790 999 2731

The Independent Police 
Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) has commenced an 
independent investigation 
into firearms licensing 
matters after four bodies 
were found inside a house 
in Horden on New Year’s 
Day.
The family of three women 
shot dead at a house near 
Peterlee by a man who 
then killed himself have 
been left “devastated” by 
the “tragic events”.
Michael Atherton, 42, 
shot his partner Susan 
McGoldrick, 47, her sister 
Alison Turnbull, 44, and 
her niece Tanya Turnbull, 
24, in three different 
rooms inside their Horden 
home.
IPCC Commissioner 
Nicholas Long said: “At this 

Crackdown on firearm licensing 
following deaths

tragic time our thoughts 
and sympathies are with 
the families and friends of 
those who died in Horden 
on Sunday evening.
Police confirmed that the 
murder weapon was a 
shotgun that was legally 
registered to Mr Atherton 
under his shotgun certifi-
cate.
They confirmed the force 
had confiscated his guns 
following an incident in 
2008 but they were later 
returned.
“We have launched an 
independent investiga-
tion and are committed 
to fully examining the 
issues around the granting 
of Mr Atherton’s firearms 
licence and subsequent 
renewals. 
The bodies of three 

women and one man were 
found inside the property.
There has been a rise 
in shooting incidents 
recently and the IPCC have 
promised a crackdown 
on how firearm licenses 
are granted, promising 
tougher guidelines for 
license approval and 
renewal. The inquest 
opens this Thursday 5th 
January.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

Tel: 01388 774154
Mob: 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL &
T.V AERIAL NEEDS. LOCAL - 

RELIABLE and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL 
& TV AERIAL 

SERVICES

DRivinG leSSonS

Friendly,  patient and professional 
tuition.

Learn to drive in one week or take 
your time with weekly lessons

tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

www.121driving.net

PREMIER 
PODIATRY

A first class footcare service
Appointments  available 
every Saturday morning 
at  Burke Street Surgery,

 Shildon. Discount for OAPs
For  enquiries Telephone

0790 231 7839
Home visits on request.

Shildon AFC
UpComing FixtUreS

Saturday 7th January
Home v Whitley Bay

Wednesday 11th January
Away v Newton Aycliffe (Cup)

Saturday 14th January
Away v Guisborough Town

Saturday 21st January
Home v Tow Law Town

Tuesday 24th January
Away v Dunston UTS

Saturday 28th January
Away v Bedlington Terriers

USEFUL 
CONTACT LIST

Durham Constabulary to report quality of life issues 
or incidents of crime    101

Crimestoppers     0800 555 111

The Anti Social Behaviour Reduction Unit    
If you are suffering from acts of Anti Social Behaviour 
contact 01388 816 166 Ext 8824 / 8854

Fire and Rescue Community Safety    
Your local fire-fighters can provide a Free fire safety 
check in your home, contact 0191 332 4222

Special Collections To arrange collections contact      
01388 816 166

Confidential  Answerphone Leave local police a 
message on any issues or intelligence you may have 
01325 742759

Shildon Town Council    01388 772563

The Town Crier    01388 775896

Civic Hall   01388 772902

Shildon People’s Centre   01388 777948

Hallgarth Surgery   0844 477 1884

Sunnydale Leisure Centre   01388 728866

Jubilee Fields Community Centre   01388 775425

Dr Baliga’s Surgery   01388 772829

The great thing about 
football is that everyone 
has a different opinion 
and the right to voice that 
opinion. 
Spennymoor’s game 
was full of contentious 
decisions, but as I said to 
the referee after the game 
there is no point arguing 
about it, the decisions 
were made and the game 
finished. I believe that we 
deserved at least a point 
as we played very well.
For the first time this 
season I started to see 
the team coming together. 
We had good shape, never 
got stretched, reduced a 
talented side to a handful 
of half chances, battled for 
each other and certainly 
matched Spennymoor all 

Shildon manager Gary Forrest’s 
year end statement

over the pitch.
A lot of effort has been 
put in during training 
on improving our shape, 
defending well and 
switching from defence 
into attack efficiently. 
The work is still in progress 
but the foundations are 
there now. The players 
need to keep working 
hard, both during the 
game and in training, take 
on board our instructions 
and I know the results will 
follow. 
Yes this season has been 
frustrating, but in all 
fairness we are completely 
rebuilding a team. It takes 
a bit of time and with all 
the games we have  had 
there has not been enough 
time on the training 

ground until the last few 
weeks.
There are a lot of 
positives, Finchy looks 
rejuvenated, Ian Maddison 
has been working hard 
on his core fitness and 
played exceptionally well 
against Spennymoor.  Marc 
Ellison is settling in and is 
a proper player and Chris 
McCabe is starting to fire 
on all cylinders.
We are half way through 
the season, we can’t win 
the league this year, but 
we will have a say in the 
outcome. We still have 
two cup competitions to 
fight for.
I can honestly say that I am 
pretty happy with how the 
team is shaping up as we 
enter 2012.

When spring escapes winter break
Bleak and frozen land
When frost and Claus

are behind closed doors
Spring warms the troubled land

Snows will melt
Streams will swell
Enhanced by rain

A sodden Hell
Skies of grey

That thunderous smell
Howling winds

The first bluebell

Then spring shows grace
To summers face
Beauty all around

Long hot summer evenings
Heaven on earth we’ve found

Before too long
The summers gone

Fall shades the mighty trees
Yellow and greens
Crisp carpet leaves

Amassed upon the ground
Then so soon the mighty moon 

Shields a tired eye
And so then back to winter

Until the day we die

Poetry Corner
Seasons Of Our Lives

By Lou Whensley

Play for a local team?
Tell us about it!
crier@talk21.com


