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Your local
Community Newspaper

  Email: crier@talk21.com       -      Duty journalist  0790 999 2731
Published at 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council,

Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.   www.shildontowncrier.com

MILNERS

Telephone

776150

WINDOW CLEANERS
All  areas covered

Patios, Conservatories,
& Gutters also cleaned.

30p

DRIVING LESSONS
Friendly,  patient and professional

tuition.
Learn to drive in one week or take

your time with weekly lessons

Tel: (01388) 772545
or 0796 705 1643

 IN FULL COLOUR ON THE WEB:  See us at  www.shildontowncrier.com

CHRISTMAS ORDERS NOW BEING
TAKEN

JOHN WADE
SKIP HIRE

FREEPHONE: 0800 9803560
AYCLIFFE QUARRY, AYCLIFFE, CO DURHAM

CHRISTMAS PRICE
REDUCTIONS

TILL THE END OF
JANUARY 2009!

SKIP THE REST,
CALL THE BEST!

DDDDD.....A A A A A TTTTTAXISAXISAXISAXISAXIS
4 - 8 SEATERS

TEL:  01388 777262
FREE PHONE:

0800 0856414
IF YOU FANCY A TAKEAWAY MEAL
YOU ORDER IT WE'LL DELIVER THE

MEAL TO YOUR DOOR

Free

BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta BlindsSiesta Blinds on 01325 309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s£££’s
factory and save

Measure & Fitting
buy direct from the

HOME SELECTION SERVICEFree

Shildon's four schools are
sharing an Awards for
All Lottery Grant of

almost £30,000, which will
be used to enable parents and
children to learn together.
Family learning classes are
run in many schools in the
UK.  They give parents and
carers the opportunity to find
out how things are taught in
their own child's school, as
well as a chance to develop
their own skills. The grant
money has helped with the
purchase of new equipment
in Shildon's schools, which, it
is hoped, will encourage more
families to take part.
Sunnydale Community
College will receive £4,500,
which has allowed the college
to purchase digital equipment
it would not previously have
been able to afford.
Sue Byrne, Headteacher at
the college, said, "The
resources have allowed young
people to work on projects
outside of the classroom and
link with our community."
St. John's C of E Aided
Primary School and
Thornhill Primary each

received a healthy sum of
£7,000.
St. John's will use the money
to purchase new sports
equipment, including dance
mats and a school strip, as
well as to pay for specialist
coaching.
Thornhill will use their share
of the grant to buy new
kitchen equipment. It is hoped
that this will enable staff to
teach practical skills, as well
as to promote healthy living.
Timothy Hackworth
Primary school received the
largest amount, with their
grant of £9,250 being placed
towards the purchase of
laptops and digital equipment.
Headteacher, Anne Dockray,
commented that the funding
allowed the school to develop
their community use and
support adults and children
learning alongside each other.
Extended Schools Co-
ordinator, Michelle Postma,
said, "I'm really pleased the
whole cluster has extra
money for activities so the
family of every child at a
Shildon School has an
opportunity to engage."

AWARDS  FOR  ALL  OF
SHILDON'S  SCHOOLS

AMBITIOUS  PLANS  FOR  SOUTH
WEST  DURHAM  CREDIT  UNION

Claims that the South
West Durham Credit
Union has closed for

business have been strongly
denied by the Management
Committee, who have issued
a two-year rescue plan to
ensure the survival of the
organisation.
The Union has been having
financial difficulty of late,
being restricted by the
Financial Services
Authority from receiving
shares, giving share
withdrawals or issuing loans,
although all current loans
are still repayable.
The order was made so that
the SWDCU could not get
into further difficulties.
Reports that hundreds of
families in the area will be
short of cash for Christmas
have also been denied by the
Committee, with one
member, Isobel English,
stating that Christmas loans
have been issued to many
members since October.
Isobel also assures members
that their savings and shares
are not lost, as they are
secured through the

Financial Compensation
Ombudsman Scheme, and
that they will receive their
savings in due time.
The rescue plan, which has
been submitted to the FSA,
includes plans to recoup
written-off debt as well as to
raise additional funds.
"Our organisation relies on
the local community for
support, and to date, through
raising funds on Ferryhill
and Newton Aycliffe

markets, we have
successfully raised the 3%
dividend for the junior
savers every year, including
this year," said Isobel.
A Credit Union is a savings
and loan cooperative, where
members are encouraged to
save as well as borrow. When
a member receives a loan,
they are borrowing other
people's money. When a
loan has been repaid, it can
then be re-loaned to another
member. This means that
there is a heavy dependency
on members to repay. This,
says the Committee, is the
problem the Union has had.
People aren't repaying their
loans, therefore there is not
enough money to go around.
For example, when the
Christmas Voucher scheme,
Farepak, went into
receivership last year, South
West Durham Credit Union
gave loans of £250 to over
25 of the company's
customers, however, only
one paid the money back.
"If anyone feels embarrased
about paying a loan, they
can contact the office where
discreet arrangements will
be made," continued Isobel,
"This would help us to prove
to the FSA that we are serious
in our commitment to save
this worthwhile
organisation."
The Credit Union remains
open Monday to Friday,
from 9.00am till 12 noon.

The South West Durham Credit Union in Church Street
remains open on weekday mornings.
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FIRST CHOICE
MAINTENANCE

HEATING AND
PLUMBING

CORGI REGISTERED
NO CALL OUT CHARGE

GAS SERVICING &
REPAIRS

LANDLORD CP12'S
 SAMEDAY SERVICE

WHEN POSSIBLE,
Free Phone Paul on

07967 679998

Chilton Based

JSB TRAVEL
DISABLED ACCESS VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS
24 HOUR PRE-BOOKING

AIRPORTS, NIGHTS OUT ETC
CONTRACT WORK WELCOME

TEL: 01388 776969
www.jsbtravel.co.uk

For all your Electrical Needs
No job too small
Free quotations

Part P Registered
Member of the

NIC EIC

CORNER
ELECTRICS

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs

(01740) 654751
Mob: 0772 520 5172

G

RAMSEY'S
Joinery & Property

Maintenance

01388 77601201388 77601201388 77601201388 77601201388 776012
07919 15622107919 15622107919 15622107919 15622107919 156221

SHELVES, DOORS,
GATES, FENCING, FLAT

PACK  ASSEMBLY

NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL!!!
O.A.P.  DISCOUNTS!!!

NO  CALL OUT CHARGE!!!

FOOTBALL
SHORTS……

The Wear Valley Sunday
League side Shildon Flag &
Whistle managed to beat the
weather a couple of weeks
ago in order to play their
Division Two mid-table clash
against Bishop Auckland
Beehive.
At half-time, the score was 0
– 0 after an open, end-to-end
first half which gave little
indication of what was to
follow in the second forty-
five minutes.
The visiting Beehive side
came out in the second-half
and proceeded to give their
Shildon hosts a lesson in
putting away scoring
opportunities, scoring six
goals without reply, with
Flag’s scoring chances
coming to nothing.
John Morton, the Wear
Valley Sunday League
Secretary, refereed the game
and commented, "Credit is

due to both teams as the game
was played in a really good
spirit."
2008 marks the centenary of
a local Fooball League, whose
founder members included two
local Football Clubs.
In 1908, the founder member
clubs of the Auckland Junior
Football League included
Eldon Albion Juniors and New
Shildon Hawthorn.
The first League Champions
of the Auckland Junior League
were another founder-member
Club, Evenwood Juniors,
whilst the Durham Junior Cup
was claimed by Eldon Albion
Juniors.
When the League came into
being, referees were paid the
princely sum of three shillings
(15 p.) to officiate in a match,
together with Third Class
Railway fare plus a further 1d.
(less than 0.5 p.) if they had
to walk.

B.R.  BEAT  WEATHER  &
ST.  FRANCIS  BUT  WEATHER  GETS

ITS OWN  BACK !
The onset of winter weather
a couple of weeks ago failed
to thwart Shildon B.R.’s push
towards the top of the
Carcraft Durham Alliance
League as their’s was the only
League game to survive the
icy blast.
The B.R. visited fourth from
bottom of the table
Hartlepool St. Francis and
came away with an emphatic
and outstanding 6 – 0 victory.
The game was pretty level
until ten minutes before half-
time when a neat finish from
Thomas Louden put the

visitors into the lead, this
goal being closely followed
only five minutes later by a
second for the B.R. from
Craig Robson.
When the second half got
underway, the visiting B.R.
began to run riot.
In the 55th and 60th
minutes, Thomas Louden
notched his hat-trick, his
second goal with a cheeky
back-heel in the 55th
minute and his third, only 5
minutes later rounding off a
superb performance.
Goals from Greg Cooper and

Matthew Cowling made it six
for the B.R. and a further
three points which put them
firmly in seventh place in the
Alliance League table, 11
points behind the table-
topping side Whitehill F.C.
with two games in hand.
Last weekend, the B.R. was
scheduled to visit fifth in the
Durham Alliance League
table Sunderland South in a
Washington Aged People’s
Trophy tie, however this was
a victim of the weather and
will now be played on a date
to be determined.

LEISURE  COMPANY  PUTS  UP
FIVE-FIGURE  DARTS  &

DOMINOES  PRIZE MONEY
victorious darts’ team
claiming a £5,000 first prize
and the successful dominoes
team taking home £3,000.
The Runners-up in both
competitions will receive
£1,000 and every team
entering will be given the
opportunity to win £100 in a
Prize Draw which will take
place during the competition.
Commencing on the 20th of
January, at the Tavistock’s
Best Western Roker Hotel in
Sunderland, the competitions
will reach their climax on
Finals Day, Sunday, the 29th
of March, which will be
hosted by the legendary darts

commentator, Sid Wadell.
All teams who have taken
part in the competition will
be invited to attend the Finals
Evening, which will include a
meal, entertainment, awards
ceremony and prize draw.
All local teams who are
interested in participating in
this event should contact
Brian Murphy at the Best
Western Roker Hotel to
request an Application Form,
telephone number 0191 567
1786.
Closing date for entries is
December 31st and further
details can be obtained from
www.tavistockleisure.com.

CAROL  CONCERT
Shildon' St. John's Church is
the venue for this year's
Bishop Auckland Choral
Society's 'A Christmas Carol
Concert'.
The event takes place on
Tuesday, December 16th, at

7.00pm. Venera Bojkova will
be conducting, with Allan
Coombes on piano.
Entry is £3 on the door, which
includes refreshments.

DEFEAT
FOR

BOWLER

To Advertise, Call
01388 775896

or email
crier@talk21.com

GET  CREATIVE

DON’T  FORGET!!DON’T  FORGET!!DON’T  FORGET!!DON’T  FORGET!!DON’T  FORGET!!
Remember to place your Christmas Message to your

loved ones, neighbours and customers in The Crier. At
just 35p per word for a classified message, it’s much
cheaper and easier than buying, writing and posting

dozens of Christmas Cards!
You can also place a photo in the paper for just £5.00.

Simply fill in the form below and drop it in to us
upstairs in the Town Council Building in Civic Hall

Square.
You don't even need to leave the house, call us on

01388 775896 and pay with your card.
You can also email us at crier@talk21.com.

All messages and adverts must be in by December 14th
in order to make the Christmas issue.

Couldn’t be simpler!

LEAP Skills for Life Centre
is running a short Creative
Writing Course on Tuesday
afternoons, from 2.00pm
until 4.00pm, in Shildon
Library.

The course is free and starts
on Tuesday, January 13th,
and runs for five weeks until
February 10th.  For more
details, call LEAP on 01833
690281 or ask in the library.

D. J. PROPERTY SERVICES
Kitchens & Bathrooms

All aspects of Property
Maintenance
undertaken

Tel: 01388 775586
Mobile: 07925 799218

Email: D.J.PropertyServices@live.co.uk

A North-East Leisure
Company, Tavistock
Leisure, are inviting darts’
and dominoes’ teams from
the area to participate in an
open competition to be held
in the New Year.
A staggering £10,000 worth
of prize money is being put
up by Tavistock Leisure for
the competition which is to
be launched in January, 2009,
for teams of five for which
the entry fee is a mere £5 per
team member.
The darts' and dominoes'
competitions will run
simultaneously, with the

A local bowler suffered a
defeat in a recent Durham
County Inter-Club Champion
of Champions event played
indoors.
Drawn to play against P.
Hartley of Hartlepool, J.
Hanmer of Shildon suffered a
defeat.
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It’s all about local people and local events.
It’s your very own Community Newspaper

Contact us at the Town Council Offices, on
01388 775896 or email us at

crier@talk21.com.

Lost & Found

In Memoriam Birthdays

To Let

Birthdays

Co-operative
Funeral Care
We'll be there with a caring,

sympathetic service 24-hours a day.
Pre-paid Funeral Plans available.
Full Memorial Service available.

Free Estimates on request.

Elm Cottage, Church Street, Shildon
(01388) 774853

When you need us, we'll be there.

PHOTO INCLUDED?      Yes            No
(If yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you
would like your picture returned to you.)

OCCASION:  (Please tick)
Birthday
Anniversary
Birth
Congratulations
Appreciations
Memoriam

Obituary
For Sale
To Let
Services Offered
Other (Please State)
...................................

NUMBER OF SEPARATE MESSAGES...................

MESSAGE(S) - (Please write in clear block capitals and continue

on a separate piece of plain paper if necessary)

.................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

...................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

NUMBER OF WORDS = ............................................

NAME......................................................................
ADDRESS................................................................
................................................................................
CONTACT NO.........................................................

AMOUNT (x 35p) ....................................................

CLASSIFIED FORM

Birthdays Memories

Acknowledgements

TO LET in Drybourne
Park, Shildon, with

option to buy. 2
bedroom bungalow, new

kitchen & bathroom.
Professional / Mature Couple.

No Young Children.
£550 pcm, negotiable

for right tenant.
Ring for details

07799800079

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Move in before Christmas - No

Deposit Required!
2 & 3 Bedroomed Houses in

Shildon & Ferryhill
DSS Welcome

Call Mark on 0191 4789222

JOHN  MAGUIRE
(Mac)

Died, December 11th, 1968.

We remember you always,
Forget you never.

Wife Nancy & family.

CAELAN
 BEAUMONT  CANNON

JAMES  RICHARD  HIRST
December 15th.

Love from Nana Ann, Granda
Richie, Aunty Karen, Wayne

& Kelsie-May.

LOST-GOLD BRACELET
Somewhere in Shildon. If found,
contact Pat on 773238, or hand
it in to the Town Crier offices.

JAMES  RICHARD  HIRST
Happy 18th Birthday Son.
Lots of love Mam & John.

xx

SUSAN  BODDY
December 15th.

SUSAN  BODDY
Happy 50th Birthday Mam.
Love you lots, Bev & Gav.

xx

JOAN  MENSFORTH
(nee Campbell)

Shirley, Paul and the family wish
to thank all their family and

friends for the support, kindness
and words of comfort.

A heartfelt thanks also for all the
cards and flowers received on the

recent bereavement
of their Mother.

A huge 'thank you' goes out to
the many friends Joan had in the

town and the great care and
attention she was given in South

Church Nursing Home during
the last two weeks of her life.

R.I.P.  Mam.
We love and miss you but are

comforted that you are reunited
with our Dad, George.

x

VANESSA  COXON
(nee Harbottle)

BELOVED DAUGHTER
15.12.73.

As each day dawns
and starts anew,

As each day ends,
we think of you,

And in between no matter where,
In our hearts you're always there.

Love Mam, Dad, Darren,
Dax & Callum.

MAUREEN  LOWTHER
Died 10th December, 2005.

We know that you are at peace,
Our thoughts of you

will never cease.
Mam, Son, Daughter,

Sister & Brother.
God bless.

FOUND-GOLD RING
In Hackworth Park on 3rd

December

BROOKE  McEVOY
December 10th.

KEVIN  COMERFORD
11.12.2000.

Treasured memories of a dear
Husband, Dad & Grandad.

We miss you Kevin,
and always will.

Love you, Margaret & family.

Happy 3rd Birthday Angel.
All our love,

 Mammy, Daddy, Arynn
& Grandma.

xxx

Happy 18th Birthday.

Happy 8th Birthday Princess.
Love always, Mam, Dad and

Brother Conner.

Happy 50th Birthday Sue!
Love Mam, Daz & Andy.

xxx

SUSAN  BODDY
Happy 50th Birthday Mam.

Love Stuart & Angela.
xx

NANNA  BOD
Happy 50th Birthday.
We love you more than

words can say.
Love Callum, Katie

& Elle-Rose.
xxx

KIDS  COLOURING
COMPETITION

Halifax in Shildon's Church
Street is holding a children's
colouring competition.
Entry is free and there are
three age categories; under 5's,
5-9's, and 10 and above.

Entries must be in by  December
18th, with judging taking place
on the 19th. Entrants are asked
to call in to pick up a sheet to
colour in, for the chance to
win a selection box.

Due to ever-increasing
energy costs and a consistent
decrease of customers, as of
December 31st, 2008, Sol
Tanning in Church Street will
be closing down.
Owners of the salon are
therefore urging customers
who have already purchased
minutes to use these before
this date.

The closure will not affect
Lisa's Luxuries, which is based
above Sol Tanning.
Owners, Angela and Graham,
have said that the closure was
a difficult decision to make
but they could no longer
continue trading at a loss.
They would like to thank
their loyal customers for their
support.

CUSTOMERS  URGED
TO  USE  MINUTES

The Shildon Civic Carol
Service will be held at the
Shildon Civic Hall on
Sunday, December 14th at

6.00pm.
"Everyone is welcome to
attend," said a spokesperson
for the event.

CIVIC  CAROL
SERVICE

Dave Bowes
Telephone Engineer
Extensions fitted for phones,
Sky, Broadband and internet.
Telephone lines moved and

repaired. All jobs only £40 each
01388 833828 / 07949315604

Call us on
01388 775896
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Dear Editor,
The anonymous letter-writer
in your last issue makes two
fundamental mistakes.
First, he/she equates a vote
for the establishment parties
with defending democracy.
Yet we don't have much of a
democracy in the UK.
When they support citizens'
initiative, referenda,
proportional representation
and a free and fair media, we
can look again at that claim.
When Labour abandon their

attempts to impose ID cards
on us, monitor us with 24
hour surveillance and other
fascist policies, we can
reconsider. Till then a vote
for the establishment Parties
is a vote against freedom.
Second, he/she seems to
believe that a high turnout
will be to the detriment of the
BNP. That is far from
established. Many of those
who don't vote abstain
because they have lost
confidence in the political

Dear Editor,
Father Kalus is wrong to
suggest that matters
concerning identity and
immigration are simple.
Many sincere Christians have
grave doubts as to whether
large numbers of Muslims can
be accommodated within our
society. They worry when
they hear a clamour for Sharia
Law to be introduced.
 Father Kalus also suggests
that we welcome all who wish
to come and live in our
community. I would suggest,
however, that our resources

are not unlimited and that we
should look at the underlying
reasons people cross borders
to live elsewhere. If as
Christians, we are interested
in Justice, we should seek to
resolve the disparities in
wealth between nations and
spread freedom and
democracy. I don't see why
we should encourage South
African Doctors to come and
live here when they are
desperately needed in their
native land. Does Father Kalus
know what the Doctor/
Patient ratio in South Africa

Dear Editor,
On the afternoon of Saturday,
December 6th, I was witness to
a disgraceful scene with BNP
supporters and Labour Party
supporters goading each other
and then having a slanging match
in Church Street, Shildon, (ahead
of Thursday's Town Council by-
election).
The verbal exchange was very
loud, so much so that my 11-
year-old daughter would not go
past them and was worried that

Dear Editor,
This morning (Wednesday,
December 4th), I woke early,
knowing for almost a week
that the region was expecting
heavy snow showers. De-
snowed the car, set off in
good time for work and found
the roads in absolute chaos.
All roads out of the town
were blocked, not with snow,
but with cars, vans and even
wagons, all of whom seemed
to have the same idea, taking
extra time and care to get to
work. No snow for almost
two years and yet when given
a week to organise a fleet of

Letters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the EditorLetters to the Editor
BNP candidate, Mark Walker, writes in response to Father Kalus' letter,

printed in the previous issue............

is?
If he were to talk to members
of the BNP, he might
understand their concerns
about large-scale immigration
more. He would find that they
have an alternative view of
how the world should be
which is based on compassion,
love and Justice. Maybe then
he could abandon his crude
stereotypes and talk of simple
'rights' and 'wrongs'?

Mark Walker, British
National Party Candidate

Rievaulx Court
Spennymoor.

Mark Walker's brother, Adam, also has a point to make...........

class. They believe they have
been sold-out. If these
alienated people turn out to
vote against the
establishment that has
betrayed them, that will do
the BNP only good. I hope
that they will send the
establishment a message in
these elections, register their
protest and vote BNP.

Adam Walker, Election
Agent for Mark Walker,

Winchester Court,
Spennymoor.

gritters, the Council, Borough
or County, couldn't even
manage to get out on the
roads before the snow took
hold. It took an hour to do a
usual 10 to 15 minute journey.
God forbid anyone needed an
emergency service. Those
that rely on buses couldn't get
one on the estate or indeed
any other road because
Arriva, quite rightly, won't
go onto ungritted roads. Can
we expect better next time or
is this going to happen every
time we have a flurry of snow?
            A. Walton.
Address witheld on request.

This Shildon resident was shocked at last weeks
wintery events.......

Town Mayor, Councillor Anne Hammond, was disgraced
at what she witnessed last week in Chruch Street......

they were going to have a fight.
This is not the sort of behaviour
we want or need on the streets of
Shildon, and the BNP candidate,
Mark Walker, and the Labour
Party candidates, Theda
Bannister and Henry Nicholson,
need to get control of their
supporters, and both parties need
to set a better example to the
young people of Shildon.

Anne Hammond,
Burnie Gardens,

Shildon.
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CARPETS,
UPHOLSTERY

CLEANING
One room,  any size,

£20.
Then £10 per carpet.

Car and caravan
valeting from £25.00

Tel: 0791 354 8838

S.E. LANDSCAPING
AND GARDEN SERVICES

Tel: 01388 772704
or  07816 940170
Turfing, Fencing, Garden
Walls, Patios, Planting,
Pruning, Weed killing,

Tree Felling, Snow Clearance, Weekly
Grass Cutting Service

Commercial  and
Private works welcome

Bookings now  being taken.

SHILDON  TAXIS
 778877

Your Local Taxi Service

778877

PREMIER
PODIATRY

Appointments  available
every Saturday morning
at  Burke Street Surgery,

 Shildon.
20% Discount for OAPs
For  enquiries Telephone

0790 231 7839
Home visits  on request.

A first class footcare service

01388 772244
24 hour on call service.

Gibson's Funeral
Services

Association Street, Shildon.
Established over 140 years.

Our office hours are
Monday to Friday 10.00am until 2.00pm.

or  by appointment on

HARRISON BROWN WINDOWS

For all your UPVC windows,
doors and conservatories.

If your double glazed units are
all misted up, call us.

We can replace them cheaper
than you think.

Furnace Industrial  Estate,  Shildon

TEL: 01388 777606

CAMELOT  AGREE  TO  PAY
SHILDON  MOTHER'S  WINNINGS

Tracy Ward, holding a picture of her Mother, Valerie.

THE  NEW
MASONS

Would like to invite you to come down
this Sunday, 14th December, for a

day of fun!
There is an ALL DAY POOL

TOURNAMENT - £1 entry with £20
added for the winner then,

'ALAN  KNIGHT,

COMEDY

HYPNOTIST'
Starts around 8.00pm

Come down for a laugh with all your
friends this Sunday!

 MAGISTRATES’  COURT
TRIAL  FACED  BY

SHILDON  MAN
The Pre-Trial Review
Hearing in a case involving a
Shildon man was listed to be
heard before local Magistrates
recently.
At an earlier Hearing before
the South Durham
Magistrates sitting at Newton
Aycliffe, 41 year-old Gary
Proudfoot, of Lilac Court in
Shildon, entered a ‘Not
Guilty’ plea to a charge of
‘failing to provide a specimen
of breath’, the offence said to
have been committed in
Shildon on the 2nd of August
this year.
In light of Proudfoot’s denial

of the charge, he will
ultimately face a Magistrates’
Court trial on a date and at a
venue to be determined,
assuming that he continues
to maintain his innocence of
the charge.

A Shildon woman has won
her battle with National
Lottery group, Camelot,
after her Mother died before
making a claim.
Tracy Ward, 31, of Highland
Gardens, was fighting to
receive the money, £1500,
that her mother  won on the
day she died.
Valerie Anne Ward, 61, a
former taxi driver, died in
Bishop Auckland General
Hospital from non-
Hodgkin's Lymphoma on
October 11th this year.
On the same day, five of her
numbers came up on the
National Lottery.
Camelot initially refused to
pay out without the
involvement of solicitors,
the cost of which would have
significantly reduced the
winnings.
A spokesperson for Camelot
said, "If a winner dies before
being able to claim their prize,
the win will become part of
their estate.
"Under the game rules...we
require a letter of
administration, grant of
probate or other relevant
documentation to enable us
to properly establish the
claimant's entitlement to a
prize."
Tracy recently became a
mother herself, giving birth
to baby Abigail 18 weeks
ago. She said of her mother,
"I'd managed to close her
bank accounts, sort out her
pension and organise all her
other affairs with a Death
Certificate, but the Lottery
said they needed a letter of
administration before they
would pay out."
For eight weeks Tracy
fought to get the cash but on
Tuesday, December 9th,
Camelot confirmed they had
sent out a cheque.

A spokesperson for the
National Lottery said,
"Given the unusual
circumstances of this case,
we have spoken to Miss
Ward...and a cheque has been
couriered to her.
"We would like to apologise
to Miss Ward for the delay in
dealing with her claim."
Tracy, an accounts manager,
lives with her partner Paul
Briddick, 30, a sheet metal
worker.
Valerie had beaten cancer
before, getting the all-clear
in 2005, but she had been
battling for a year before her
death and Tracy believes she
hung on in order to meet her
first Granddaughter. Tracy

said, "She was too ill to see
her when I was in hospital but
as soon as I came out she saw
her  and she  was absolutely
made up."
Tracy, who will share the
win with her sister, Karen,
30, said, "It's going to make
Christmas a bit easier and
we'll get the odd one or two
things done around the house,
but it's not really about the
money.
"Money isn't everything and
I would rather have my
mother back, but it was the
principle. She would have
wanted me to fight for this."

There are two prizes yet to
be claimed from a Craft Club
Raffle, held recently at the
Civic Hall.
The winning strips were
both orange tickets,
numbers 356 to 360 and
556 to 560.
If either of these tickets
belong to you, contact Ann
on 01388 772993 in order
to arrange to pick up your
prize.

UNCLAIMED

SANTA
VISIT

Santa will be attending the
Theatre Group's Christmas
Fayre on Sunday, December
14th, from 11.00am to
3.00pm in the Civic Hall.
Admission is free and
everyone is welcome.
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The Red AlligatorThe Red AlligatorThe Red AlligatorThe Red AlligatorThe Red Alligator

Special Christmas Fayre Now Available
Until  Tuesday, 23rd December 08

Lunch-time from 12 noon £12.50 pp
Evenings £14.50 pp Excluding Sundays

Choice of 3 starters, Main Course - Turkey
or Beef, 3 Sweets, Coffee & Mints

Booking Advisable, please ring 01388
605644.

Auckland Road, South Church, Bishop Auckland, County
Durham, DL14 6SP. Tel: 01388 605644

Christine & Susan wish everyone a Merry
Christmas & a Happy New Year.

Thanks for your support since April  08'!

Warm up in style
For more information call

Durham Calor Centre on 01388 603 865
alternatively visit us at: 
24 Railway St., Bishop Auckland DL14 7LR
Weekdays: 8:00am - 5pm Saturday: 8:00am - 12pm
*Package price includes heater, 15kg gas refill, cylinder refill agreement charge 
and delivery.

Pay-as-you-go heat only £294.13*

A better choice

St. Thomas' Credit Union
would like to assure customers
that they have no problems
with loans or share
withdrawals.
"Last week, we loaned £9000
to members," said a

spokesperson for the
Union, which has been in
existence for 22 years. "In
that time, we have only had
one person default on a
loan," continued the
spokesperson.

ST.  THOMAS'
ASSURES  MEMBERS

Shildon Sunnydale Leisure
Centre's Fitness Suite has
been kitted out with brand
new state-of-the-art
equipment.
Wendy Bake, Leisure Centre
Manager, said, "Feedback
says members love it. It's a
massive improvement."
Every piece of gym
equipment has been replaced
by new Technology M gear,
and the new machines all
have their own televisions
and Ipod docking stations.
The gym has been open for

Leisure Centre Manager, Wendy Bake, shows the Fitness
Suite's new equipment.

12 years, being the first one
opened by Sedgefield
Borough Council. The
Lifestyle Fitness Suites are
now in most leisure centres
across the county.
The new equipment has been
installed just in time for the
New Year, every gym's
busiest time. The Lifestyle
gym currently has a number
of offers available.
For more information, call
into the Leisure Centre or
contact the Fitness Suite on
01388 777340.

LEISURE  CENTRE
RECEIVES STATE-OF-
THE-ART EQUIPMENT

SHILDON  MAN  ATTEMPTS  TO  AID
DRINK-DRIVER

A Shildon man admitted to
local Magistrates that he drove
away a vehicle which had been
abandoned by a drink-driver
and parked it in the car park
of a local Public House.
Appearing before the South
Durham Magistrates sitting
at Newton Aycliffe was 21
year-old Gary Bishoprick, of
Dent Street in Shildon, who
entered ‘Guilty’ pleas to
charges of ‘having no
Insurance’ and ‘driving other
than in accordance with a
Driving Licence’, the offences
being committed on July 20th
this year in Shildon’s Albert
Street.
Alongside Bishoprick in the
dock at Newton Aycliffe’s
Number Three Court was 37
year-old Paula Robins, of
Poplar Terrace in West
Cornforth.

Robins was the original driver
of the Vauxhall Corsa, which
was also the subject of the
charges faced by Bishoprick.
Robins faces charges of
‘driving with excess alcohol’
and ‘failing to stop after an
accident’, both allegedly
committed on the same
date.
The court heard from Mrs.
Alison Nunn, appearing on
behalf of the Crown
Prosecution Service, that
Robins was involved in an
accident whilst behind the
wheel of the vehicle and,
fearing that she was over the
legal drink-drive limit, left
the vehicle and the scene of
the accident. Later that day,
stated Mrs.Nunn,
Bishoprick went to the car
and drove to a local Public
House where he parked it in

the car park.
When asked if he wished to
say anything in court in
mitigation, Bishoprick, who
was not represented by a
Solicitor, stated that he "just
decided to move the car".
For the offence of having no
Insurance, Bishoprick was
fined £158 and ordered to
pay court costs of £43 and
the £15 Victim Surcharge.
Whilst six penalty points were
imposed upon his Driving
Licence, the sitting
Magistrates agreed to impose
no separate penalty upon
Bishoprick for the Driving
Licence offence.
The case against Robins was
adjourned in order that an
application for Legal Aid be
successfully submitted on her
behalf by her Solicitor, Mr.
Ben Pegman.

BOGIE  BUILDING -
APPEAL  FOR  PARTS!

Shildon's Railway Museum,
Locomotion, is working with
12 young people from local
secondary schools on a
vocational qualification - the
ASDAN (Award Scheme
Development and
Accreditation Network)
Employability Certificate.
The students visit the
museum every Wednesday to
take part in activities which
include work on artefacts
from the railway industry.
ASDAN is an educational
charity that promotes the
personal and social
development of learners
through the achievement of
ASDAN awards, to enhance

self-esteem, aspirations and
contribute to local
communities.
As part of the qualification,
the students have to build a
working sustainable vehicle
– including planning the
project, designing the vehicle,
and resourcing materials from
external suppliers.
They have decided to build a
modern environmentally-
friendly version of the
traditional 'bogie' (soapbox
cart) using electric power as
a source of energy, and build
the sub-frame from wood.
Due to limited funds
Locomotion is appealing for
donations of three electric

motors which are working
(washer motors), three sets
of pram wheels and axles and
assorted timber.
If anyone can help, contact
Tony Attle, Education
Officer at Locomotion on
(01388) 771444 or email
aattle@locomotion.uk.com.

CHRISTMAS
FAYRE

St. John's Church is holding
its Christmas Fayre on
Saturday, December 13th,
from 10.00am until 12 noon.
There will be a cake stall,
tombola, bric-a-brac and
much more.

EMERGENCY CASH
LOANS TODAY!
Loans from £100 - £300

7 and 14 day loans RIGHT NOW!!!
BEST RATES, BEST TERMS!

Typical example: £100 borrowed over 7 days, pay  back £130,
£100 over 14 days, pay back £140 Available nearly 24/7

Shildon residents only call  07961633589 NOW!
We are regulated by the Office of Fair Trading.
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Tel: 01388 774154
Mobile 0777 844 9812

FOR ALL YOUR
 ELECTRICAL AND
T.V AERIAL NEEDS.
LOCAL - RELIABLE
and  REASONABLE
FREE  ESTIMATES

DOUGLAS
ELECTRICAL

SERVICES

K. A. ROOFLINES &
JOINERY SERVICES

TEL: 01388 777 796
MOB: 07921 669 372
~ UPVC Fascias, Soffits ~

& Guttering
~ Marbrex/Plastic Cladding ~

~ Loft Conversions ~
~ Staircases ~

~ Decking & Fencing ~
Time Served - Free Estimates

MADE YOU
LOOK!
Advertising in

The Crier works

Call Jeff on  01388  775896
or  0790  999  2731

J.  DUNN
HEATING   AND  PLUMBING  SERVICES

Combi  plus  five  Radiators  from  £2300
Tailor-made packages to suit

Five year guarantee. Free estimates
Gas servicing and repairs

Landlord Certificates.      Gas Safety Certificates
Power flush

Also bathroom and shower installations.
email johndunn8@gmail.com

Tel: John 0782 652 7952  01388 720009
Based in Chilton

FRESH,

NOT FROZEN
WE PROVIDE YOU WITH AN ALTERNATIVE TO

A 7 DAY FROZEN MEAL PROGRAMME.

We deliver a selection of home-cooked, freshly prepared meals ,

hot & ready to eat,  for only £3.95 per day, including

FREE DELIVERY. For a free informal chat/visit call:

 01388 771434  or  07531969254

Learn to play golf at

Woodham Golf & Country ClubWoodham Golf & Country ClubWoodham Golf & Country ClubWoodham Golf & Country ClubWoodham Golf & Country Club
Newton Aycliffe, Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257

Website: woodhamgolfresort.webnode.comwoodhamgolfresort.webnode.comwoodhamgolfresort.webnode.comwoodhamgolfresort.webnode.comwoodhamgolfresort.webnode.com

With PGA qualified golf
professional Ernie Wilson.

Christmas lesson vouchers available.
Adults - £13.00 per half hour.

BLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKING
DISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNTDISCOUNT     - 6 for the price of 5

at £65.00
Juniors - £10.00 per half hour.

BLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKINGBLOCK BOOKING
DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT - 6 for the price of 5

at £50.00
Woodham Golf Shop - for all your golfing Christmas

presents. Christmas gift vouchers available.
Open 7 days a week, all major credit cards taken.

Stockists of all major golf companies.
Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257Tel: 01325 315257

FREEVIEW AERIALS
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GUARANTEE - OURS IS UNBEATABLE!

•FAST • FRIENDLY •  SERVICE • ALWAYS

NO VAT CHARGES - DSS/OAP DISCOUNTS
ALSO MULTIROOM

•EASTERN•AERIAL•SERVICES
01388 - 609413

24 Church
Street, Shildon.SIMPSONS

In addition to our
Award Winning Shoe Repairs

we also offer the following services:
KEY CUTTING - TROPHY SUPPLIES
ENGRAVING AND WATCH BATTERY

REPLACEMENT

Telephone (01388) 777709
Established over 50 years

SUSPENDED  PRISON  SENTENCE
IMPOSED  AFTER  FATAL  ILLNESS

FEIGNED  IN  CASH  SCAM
A local woman put on a
pretence that she was
suffering from a fatal illness
in order to dupe a friend into
giving her thousands of
pounds, a court heard last
week.
The woman’s victim handed
over the only cash which she
had available at the time, this
being taken from a fund
which was designed to pay for
her own mother’s funeral.
The following year, her
mother died and the victim
found herself in a position
where she had insufficient
money to pay for the funeral.
These details came to light
when 51 year-old Sylvia
Mitchell, of Cedar Grove in
Shildon, who is currently
dependent upon Benefits,
appeared before Durham
Crown Court where she
admitted a string of charges
involving deception and
forgery and where she was
told by a Crown Court Judge
that she had committed a
"despicable crime".
Mitchell was brought into
court on a stretcher, the court
being informed that she was
currently receiving 12-hour
daily care for a back
condition.
Mitchell entered ‘Guilty’
pleas to four charges of
‘deception’, including the

evasion of liability, and two
charges of ‘forgery’, these
offences being committed
between November, 2002 and
April, 2004. A further five
charges were denied by
Mitchell and these were
ordered to remain on the file.
The court was told that, during
the 1990’s, the Defendant
befriended a vulnerable and
easily-led woman in Cornwall.
Appearing on behalf of the
Crown Prosecution Service,
Mr. Shaun Dryden stated that
Mitchell moved in with the
woman and left after a two-
year stay, during which time
she paid the woman no rent
or living expenses
whatsoever.
At a later date, Mr. Dryden
told the court, Mitchell met
and married Kevin Mitchell
and the couple took up
residence in Carlisle in
Cumbria.
In 2002, the Defendant
managed to persuade the
woman and her mother to
move to the Carlisle area in
order to be closer to her.
Following the move, Mitchell
told the woman that she was
suffering from an inoperable
lung tumour and was only
expecting to live for a further
two months.
Mr. Dryden told the court,
"Mitchell told the woman

that the forthcoming
Christmas holiday would be
her last and asked her for
money to throw a really good
last party."
At the time, the victim only
had a few hundred pounds in
cash, but Mitchell was aware
that the woman had a fund of
around £3,000 for her
mother’s funeral.
Mitchell promised her victim
that she would repay her within
one week, however this
promise was not fulfilled and
the house which Mitchell
rented resulted in £2,400 in
rent arrears. This prompted
Mitchell to forge cheques in
the sums of £800 and £1,600
using her husband’s name in
order to settle the amount
owing to the landlord.
The court also heard that
Mitchell borrowed further
varying amounts of money
amounting to £7,900 from
her brother-in-law, without
making any repayment
whatsoever to him.
Sentencing Mitchell to a nine-
month prison sentence,
suspended for two years, Judge
Chris Prince said, " It beggars
the belief of right-thinking
people that such meanness
could be operated by
somebody in such a
manipulative fashion."

The crowd gathered to listen to St. John's School Choir
after the lighting of the Christmas Tree.

KINGS  AND  ANGELS
FILLED  THE

TOWN  SQUARE

The cold weather and icy
ground didn't stop the
residents of Shildon turning
out to take part in this year's
Kings and Angels
Procession.
A large crowd gathered as
Santa made his way from the
Netto car park, through the
street to the Town Square,
with a band of children

following closely behind in
their festive costumes.
After a short speech from
Town Mayor, Councillor
Anne Hammond, the
Christmas Tree was
illuminated and youngsters
from St. John's Primary
School entertained the crowd
with a medley of Christmas
Carols.
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D.J. Gardening &
Landscapes

20 years experience
Block paving, patios, concreting,

tarmacing, garden walls, all drainage
solutions, gravelling, hedges cut, trees

cut and removed.
Small extensions & conservatories.

All types of foundations and
brickwork & clearance of rubbish.

Free estimates.
Mini digger hire.

All other garden services.
Tel 321567 or 07984 817111

J.P. POTTLE
PLUMBING AND HEATING

Central Heating Installations and Repairs
Gas Servicing and Repairs

All aspects of plumbing work undertaken
No job too small.      20 Years Experience

Time served   FREE ESTIMATES   Corgi Registered

DURHAM IRONING
SERVICES

FREE COLLECTION
& DELIVERY

ALL GARMENTS
HAND FINISHED

FREE HANGERS &
POLYTHENE WRAPS

FULLY INSURED
PHONE CAROLE:
07799 824 019

Tel: 07966 903564

TRANQUILTRANQUILTRANQUILTRANQUILTRANQUIL
Look glamorous this Christmas with Tranquil's Xmas party

packages!

(01388) 772722

HAIR & BEAUTY  STUDIOHAIR & BEAUTY  STUDIOHAIR & BEAUTY  STUDIOHAIR & BEAUTY  STUDIOHAIR & BEAUTY  STUDIO

Nail Extensions
Spray Tan

Cut & Blow Dry
£30

Manicure & Pedicure
Spray Tan

Blow Dry & Styler
£25

Kids Xmas
Party Package

£14
(Includes Manicure with Nail Art, Make-up, Hair Styled with Glitter Spray

& Xmas Party Gift)
FREE Conditioning Treatment (with every cut & blow dry)

•Nail Extensions - £15

•Kids party hair £6

•Spray Tan - £10

(Offers start 15th Dec till 31st Dec)

11 ADELAIDE ST., SHILDON.

•20% off all hairdressing

Actislim Ultra: Now in stock the new breakthrough formula in weight loss!

Book early to avoid disappointment, Late Night Openings for
Xmas & New Year, ask in Salon for details

Self employed?

all from  only

or do you run
a small limited company?

I offer a complete Bookkeeping and Accountancy
service dealing with all aspects of VAT, PAYE,

Income Tax and Corporation Tax

Haven’t you better things to do with your time
than struggle with the books?

Call Carl on 01388 774774

£4.00 a week!

CHILDREN LEARN WREATH-
MAKING AT LOCOMOTION

A pupil from St. John's Cof E Primary School
with his wreath.

Year 3 pupils from St. John’s
C of E Aided Primary School
were taught how to make
traditional Victorian-style
Christmas wreaths at
Locomotion recently.
The Mayor of Shildon,
Councillor Ann Hammond,
joined the children, as did
some of the children's parents,
Councillors George Lewis and
Garry Huntingdon and
Tracey Bellas, Shildon Town
Council's Deputy Town
Clerk.
Tony Attle, Education
Officer at Locomotion,
explained, “Traditional
Christmas wreaths were very
different to the wreaths we
buy in the shops today. To
start with they were not round.
People collected evergreen
branches from the local
countryside, hung them upside
down in a large posy then tied
them together with string or
ribbon. They were hung in
doorways or on the
mantelpiece.”
The children quizzed the
Councillors on their
memories of Christmas from
when they were children, and
what Christmas means to
them.
Stephanie, a pupil at St.
John’s, was delighted to
receive a gift token for the
best wreath from the Mayor.
Children and parents also
worked together to make
traditional pomanders – with
whole clove seeds pushed into
an orange then wrapped in
ribbon to hang on the
Christmas tree or
mantelpiece.
The children were thrilled to
learn that they could take the
wreaths and pomanders home
with them to keep!
The project was funded by
the Heritage Lottery Fund

and Sedgefield Borough
Council. Brenda Alexander,
Heritage Development
Worker for the Shildon

Memories Project, would like
to wish everyone in Shildon a
very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

(Gel & Acrylic)

(Includes style & Hair Glitter)

•Half Price Cut & Blow Dry with

every Colour & Selected Beauty
Treatments

Guitar Tutor
Professional, Qualified &

Experienced tutor
All abilities and all styles

FREE Introductory Lesson
Reduced rates for daytime

lessons
London College of Music

Registered Tutor
Fully equipped music studio

Contact Chris on:
01388818747

Based In Spennymoor

P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.P.J.R.
PLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERINGPLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service
Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

£200
RAISED

Organisers of the Comedy
and Country Night at the
B.R. Sports and Social Club,
held last Wednesday, raised
£200 for the Air Ambulance.
"Thanks to all who donated,"
said a spokesperson for the
event.

A Shildon woman was left
devasted recently, when she
returned home to find that
her home had been burgled.
Jane-Anne Davison, of Cedar
Grove, returned to her home
at around 8.15pm on
Tuesday, December 9th, to
find that her house had been
broken into and that the
thieves were still inside.
Although Jane-Anne
immediately left the house,
the disturbance seems to have
forced the thieves to flee
before they could take too
much.
They did, however, take
around £3,000 worth of gold
and silver jewellery, some of
which is very unusual and the
majority of which belonged
to her dad, who passed away
around ten years ago.
It was the sentimental worth
the jewellery had, rather than

the cash value, that left Jane-
Anne so saddened. She said,
"I don't expect the thieves
themselves to feel at all guilty
about this, but I hope others
who may be offered any items
for sale to consider the
personal worth of these pieces
to myself before they are
tempted to buy them."
It appears that this break-in
is just one in a series,
attempted and successful,
that have taken place in
recent weeks in the area, with
thieves becoming desperate
for cash in the run-up to
Christmas.
If anyone has any
information about the
burglary in Cedar Grove, or
of the whereabouts of any of
the stolen jewellery, contact
PC 618 Hodgson on 0345 60
60 365.

THIEVES  STEAL
JEWELLERY  WITH

HIGH  SENTIMENTAL
VALUE

If you have a special event coming up, such as
a family Birthday or Anniversary, why not put
it in the local paper? Classified's cost just 35p
per word, plus an optional £5.00 for a photo.

CHRIS'S PLASTERING &
D.I.Y SERVICES

GET READY FOR CHRISTMAS!!
ROOMS FULLY PLASTERED &

PAINTED FROM £100
PLASTERING, ARTEX, COVING,
ARTEX REMOVALS, PLASTER

BOARDING, PAINTING,
JOINERY, FLAT PACK

ASSEMBLY & ALL YOUR
BUILDING & D.I.Y NEEDS. NO

JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
CALL 07707126061 FOR A NO
OBLIGATION, FREE QUOTE

PIZZA U2
Formerly known as Pizza

Uno, 1 - 2 Maddison Street,
Shildon, Will re-open on

Friday, December 12th, 2008.
Call: 01388 774704


