
Friday 8th April 2016Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter Issue 772 Page 1
Fully archived online at thechapter.org     email us at: thechapter@talk21.com

DIDO (Days In Days Out) 
celebrated their tenth an-
niversary in style at the 
Masonic Hall on Monday 
4th April, with a fantastic 
band, lots of dancing and 

Day  out  for  DIDO  as  members  
celebrate  tenth  birthday

an entertaining game of 
bingo.
Members were treated to a 
performance by Cats Night 
Out at only £1 a ticket  and 
lunch was served by the 

girls from FBEC (Ferryhill 
Business and Enterprise 
College) as guests soaked 
up the fun atmosphere and 
various entertainments on 
offer at the event, which 
lasted from 12.30 to 3pm. 
DIDO would like to give 
a special thanks to Viv 
Milburn and her team from 
FBEC) for their top notch 
hospitality. 
DIDO was set up in 2006 as 
a social club for over 60’s, 
providing activities, enter-
tainment and outings for its 
members.
The self-funded club  meets 
fornightly at Dean Bank In-
stitute. It is managed by a 
committee of volunteers 
with an average age of 80. 
There are 112 registered 
members at the club - 
only four of whom are 
male - with ages ranging 
from 60-95 years. 80-90 
members regularly attend-
ing club events; one par-
ticular 95-year-old never 
misses a meeting!
The club, which is not 
looking to add to its already 
lengthy waiting list, is a 
brilliant success story for 

Residents and users of Dean 
Bank Park in Ferryhill are 
being invited by feasibility 
study partners to attend 
a public drop-in meeting 
anytime between 10am 
and 12 noon on Saturday, 
16th April at Dean Bank 
Literary Institute. 
The meeting is being held 
to give residents and users 
the opportunity to put 
forward their ideas and 
opinions on the future re-
generation of the park.
Funding was secured 
from the Neighbourhood 
Budgets of County Coun-
cillors, Pauline Crathorne 
and John Lindsay, via the 
4 Together Partnership, 
to enable an independent 
consultant to carry out 
a feasibility study, into 
how the park should be 
improved in the future.
This meeting will provide 
an opportunity for resi-
dents to have their say on 
what those future improve-
ments will be. 
Nick Leeming, from 
Leeming Associates, who 

is carrying out the feasi-
bility study together with 
representatives from Fer-
ryhill Town Council, will 
be on hand throughout 
the meting to answer any 
questions or record any 
suggestions that residents 
and users might have. 
A questionnaire has also 
been delivered to house-
holds in Dean Bank asking 
for residents views. 
Completed questionnaires 
can be returned to Ferry-
hill Town Hall, Dean Bank 
Literary Institute, Dean 
Bank Sports Facility or can 
be handed in at the public 
meeting on the 16th April. 
A number of focus groups 
will also be held as part of 
the community consulta-
tion process.
More information can 
be requested about this 
project by contacting 
either Karen Younghusband 
or Ray Seymour at Ferryhill 
Town Hall on 01740 652157 
or by emailing Karen at: 
kyounghusband@ferryhill.
gov.uk.

Residents  to  have  
say  in  park’s  future  

Members of DIDO, which was established in 2006, celebrated their 10th anniversary on 
Monday 4th April with food, music, games and dancing.
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BLINDS FACTORY SHOP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01740 623333
Siesta House, Whinfield Drive, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6AU

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEASURE & FITTING 

buy direct from the 
factory and save

www.siestablinds.com

For all you Vaping needs,
come to VAPE8, Darlington

Quality Starter Kits Starting

from just £14.95 inc 1 Liquid

SPECIAL OFFER
4 Liquids for £10 (selected range)

Kiosk 2, Market Place, Ferryhill DL17 8HX
 07949 793 838

enigmacigs@hotmail.com

V A P E
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In Memoriam

Passed Away Birthdays

Birthdays

To advertise in The Chapter 
and its sister papers:
T: (01388) 775 896
E: thechapter@talk21.com

Gordon Fletcher & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
A caring personal service, from a local family business,

Here to help you though those difficult times.
You know when you need us, we’ll be there, day or night.

OFFICE & PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
Personalised Pre Payment Funeral Plans Available

St. Martha & St. Mary’s
Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Tel: (01740) 650558

Gordon Fletcher & Sons

Lazarus House, LInden Road, Ferryhill

Chilton Town Council
April Meetings

*Members of the public are invited to participate in these meetings
**Members of the public may attend these meetings

Tuesday 12th April
At 6.30pm

A loving and much loved 
dad to Leigh and father in 

law to Sharon.
A beloved grandad 

to Michelle, Leanne, 
Samantha and Lee. 

A dear great grandad to 
Blake, Savannah and Layla.

Thomas Harwood
Of Ferryhill aged 77 years

March 18th peacefully in 
hospital

A funeral service and 
celebration of Thomas’ 
life was held at Ferryhill 

Methodist Church

Shelley Dodds

John O’Neill

In loving memory of my 
Granda John O’Neill on my 

18th birthday
Wish you could have been 

here
Love and miss you always

Olga Mary Murphy
April 12 2015

Kathleen, Russ, Neil, 
Sharon, Andrea, Mark, 

Andrew and family

Much loved Sister
Goodbyes are not forever
Goodbyes are not the end
They simply mean I’ll miss 

you
Until we meet again

Irene Nicholson
1 year (3.4.15)

You may be gone from our 
sight

But you are never gone 
from our hearts

All our love always,
Ronnie, Paula 

Catherine and Ellie xxx

Irene Nicholson
Died (3.4.15)

A dear friend who we love 
and miss so much

Always in our thoughts

Love Kim, Bob, 
Cheryl

 Liam & Pria

Alan Holmes
1944-2014

Granda
I wish RIP meant Return If 

Possible
Love, miss and thinking of 

you always

Love Daniel x

Alan Holmes
1944-2014

I wish I could see you Dad
For just a little while

I wish I could hug you and 
see your infectious smile

But wishing gets me 
nowhere

And longing is in vain
So I will hold you in my 

heart until we meet again

Michelle, Allan, Jean 
and all your

 grandchildren xx Happy 18th birthday

Shelley Dodds
8th April 1998

Love from Liam & Katie
xxxx

Shelley Dodds

Happy 18th birthday

8th April 1998

Love from Mam and Dad
xxxx

Liam Craggs

Happy 18th birthday

7/4/16

Lots of love, Mam, Dad
Sophie & Dan xx

Happy 18th 
Love you now and always

Liam Craggs
7/4/16

Amber
xx

Naomi Longstaff

Happy 18th birthday

6th April

Love from, Aunty Joy
& Uncle Shaun

Aleisha Nelson

Wishing our beautiful 
daughter a wonderful 13th 

birthday

12th April
Teenager

All our love forever,
Mam & Dad xxx

Teenager at last
Happy 13th 

birthday Aleisha

Aleisha Nelson
12th April

Lots of love,
Grandma

xxx

Wishing you a fantastic 
13th birthday Aleisha

Aleisha Nelson
12th April

Lots of love,
Nana & John

xxx

Aleisha Nelson
12th April

All our love,
Georgia, Jasmine, Finn

xxx

Hip hip hooray our big 
sister is 13 today

Have a lovely 13th birthday

In Memoriam In Memoriam Birthdays
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CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................
Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£6) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount (x35p): ..........................
Total: ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................
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THE WORX
HAIR - BEAUTY - TANNING

5 Cobblers Hall, Newton Aycliffe. (01325) 308860
9 Main Street, Ferryhill. (01740) 652006

Extensions £24, with Gelish £29 
Gelish £15

Tidy & Polish £10 
Express Manicure £15 

Pedicure with foot massage £25

Garden Maintenance 
Grass Cutting Services

All garden work carried out
No job too small

01388 450629
07738 673 201

Friendly, local, reliable service

FERRYHILL
Ferryhill Hub, Lambton Rd

Every MONDAY
5:30 & 7:30pm

Every TUESDAY
9:30am

CHILTON 
Eden Arms Hotel

Every WEDNESDAY
**3:30**, 5:30 & 7:30pm

*******************

CONTACT JONI: 
07716 484472

MOVING A THING?
From £14. Call Phil.

Phone 01325 321084 
or 07790 509925

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

Services

Naomi Longstaff

Happy 18th birthday

6th April

Lots of love,
Mam, Dad & Niall

Naomi Longstaff

Happy 18th birthday 
Naomi

6th April

All our love,
Gran & Grandad Chapman

Claire’s Hairdressing
Special Offers

Cut & Blow dry £10 on Tuesday 
& Thursdays throughout April

Call 07736 905 185

Classifieds
All about local people ...

Birthdays Birthdays

Grants of up to £5,000 
are available in Ferryhill, 
Chilton and surrounding 
areas to groups which 
support children and 
young people, employment 
and education and older 
people.
The 4 Together Area Action 
Partnership has set aside a 
pot of £25,000 of its area 
budget provided by Durham 
County Council to be used 
to fund projects within the 
Ferryhill, Chilton, West 
Cornforth and Bishop Mid-
dleham areas. 
Grants are available of 
between £500 and £5,000 
for projects that meet the 
partnership’s priorities for 
2016/17.
The partnership’s priorities  
are decided by the local 
community at a series of 
public open days and work-
shops and the community’s 
priorities for the coming 
year are: employment, 
job prospects, education 

and training, activities for 
children and young people 
and older people.
“Projects should promote 
and encourage people in 
the 4 Together Partner-
ship area to feel healthier, 
happier and/or safer in 
their community,” said a 
spokesperson.
“To apply, contact us for 
an application pack. Appli-
cations are only for capital 
items. If you are unsure 
whether your project 
meets the criteria, contact 
us for more information.”
Applications are open until 
13th May this year. Projects 
should have a start date 
no earlier than September 
2016 to allow time for ap-
plications to go through 
the technical appraisal 
process.
There is help available to 
go through the application 
process. The 4 Together 
Partnership will be running 
two application advice 
sessions to help those 
wanting to apply for a small 
grant. The first will be on 
Monday 18th April from 
2pm until 4pm and the 
second on Wednesday 20th  
April from 5pm until 7pm.
“These sessions will take 
you through the forms,” 
added the spokesperson, 
“giving hints and tips on 
completing applications.
“The sessions will take 

Callout  for  projects  in  Ferryhill: 
funding  available!

place at the 4 Together 
Partnership Office, 3-5 
Haig Terrace, Dean Bank, 
Ferryhill. If you would like 
to book a place, please 
contact us on 03000 267 
210, or by email at fouraap.
durham.gov.uk or call in to 
our office.”
Lee Copeland, Principal 
AAP Coordinator, Durham 
County Council, said: “We 
would love to receive ap-
plications from groups who 
have project ideas which 
would meet our priorities 
for this year. 
“We would also like to 
encourage applicants to 
come along to the advice 
sessions for help and 
guidance in completing 
the applications and the 
process itself.”

Need to contact 
The Chapter?
T: (01388) 775 896
E:  thec hapter@ talk 21.com
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FERRYHILL 
ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS LTD
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on

01388 420152, or
0788 788 6558

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

ELECTRICIAN
www.armstrong-electrics.co.uk

◊	 Fault Finding / Repairs
◊	Extra Lights and Sockets
◊	New Fuse Boards
◊	Rewires
◊	P.A.T Testing
◊	 Landlord Inspections
◊	 Qualified	Electrician
◊	 Fully Insured
◊	Reliable Service
◊	Satisfaction Guaranteed

I WILL ASSURE YOU OF A QUICK 
RESPONSE AND A REASONABLY 

PRICED SERVICE
Call Gary on:

01740 474050

Do	you	find	it	difficult	to	get	
someone to come out 

and do a small job?

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Digi Aerials
DAB
Sky

Freesat
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541

@_TheChapter_

JOHN’S DECORATING

PAINTING  ANYTHING! 
THEN GIVE ME A RING!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

Former soldier, Robert Tocher, who was injured in the First Gulf War, will be raising 
money for fellow Gulf War Veterans by jumping with the Parachute Regiment. 

Veteran  to  parachute  jump  for  
injured  Gulf  War  soldiers

Former soldier, Robert 
Tocher from Ferryhill, is 
to take part in a sponsored 
parachute jump later this 
year with the Parachute 
Regiment  in Salisbury on 
25th May.
Robert will be raising 
money for the National 
Gulf Veterans and Families 
Association, which is an 
independent registered 
charity supporting those 
affected by Gulf War 1 
and Gulf War 2 (Iraq), the 
ongoing conflict in Afghani-
stan, and all future desert 
conflicts.
Robert was one of the 
many soldiers fighting to 
liberate Kuwait in the First 
Gulf War who suffered 
debilitating and lifelong 
health problems as a result 
of the war.
“This war was the most 
toxic in Western military 
history,” says Robert, 
“with many who deployed 
on Operation Granby 
(Desert Storm) suffering 
from PTSD, Neurologi-

cal, Dermatological and 
Chronic Fatigue issues.
“Many, including myself, 
need ongoing, lifelong 
support which in my par-
ticular case involves my 
two children Andrew and 
Antony acting as young 
carers while my wife, 
Karen, has to put up with 
my tiredness, PTSD and 
other neurological and 
dermatological problems 
that often puts a strain on 
family life.
“Operation Granby 
involved the largest British 
military deployment since 
World War Two with over 
55,000 personnel deployed 
from all three services 
and also required the call 
up of Territorial Army and 
reserve forces in many 
roles.
“I deployed with British 
forces to help liberate 
Kuwait from Iraq along 
with coalition forces from 
the United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, Sweden 
and many others including 

many Middle Eastern coun-
tries.
“Although the build up to 
war lasted longer than the 
war itself, Iraqi forces set 
fire to oil wells causing the 
coalition forces to fight in 
polluted air which has had 
an effect on health.
“To help support the 
British Gulf War veterans I 
am taking part in this spon-
sored parachute jump with 
the Parachute Regiment 
in Salisbury to help raise 
money for a charity that 
has given my family, myself 
and so many others so 
much help and support.”
Robert added: “This year 
is also the 25th Anniver-
sary of the Gulf War, so I 
hope that my parachute 
jump raises funds but also 
promotes the problems 
faced by veterans.” 
Anyone wishing to donate 
funds to Robert can do 
so by texting IVW574 £3 
to 70070 or by visiting his 
justgiving page at justgiv-
ing.com/Robert-Tocher.

Dear Editor,

Once again Durham County Council has 
demonstrated a total disregard for public 
opinion. Our elected Councillors have dutifully 
fallen into line and the DLI Museum closure 
has progressed. 

You will be told by Councillors they were not 
involved and “the Cabinet” is to blame, but 
every Labour Councillor voted not to allow 
debate in the same way they did when the 
teaching assistant issue was raised. 

Very soon the reserves in Durham will reach 
record levels, now that £42 million has been 
allocated for pensions, the way is clear to build 
a new County Hall.

Makes you wonder what we get for the 
£13,300 each Councillor is paid.

They know the cost of everything and the 
value of nothing, look around your community 
and see what is left to sell. 

Roll on the elections in order that this whole 
crew can be advised what we think of them. 

They don’t need a leader, a shepherd would be 
more appropriate.

Yours sincerely,
Joe Makepeace, Ramsay Drive, Ferryhill 

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

A social evening was held on Good Friday 
evening in Chilton Catholic Club to raise 
funds for taking the Chilton and Windlestone 
Banner into Durham for the annual Miners’ 
Gala in July

The evening was a huge success and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who attended. First class 
entertainment was provided by Jon Corbett 
who everyone agreed was superb.

The Banner Committee would like to thank 
the Catholic Club for all their help during the 
evening, everyone who came along to show 
their support and also all those who  generously 
donated prizes for the raffle which resulted in 
a fantastic total of £400 being raised on the 
night itself.

Many thanks
Christine Potts
Treasurer Chilton Banner Committee
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Domestics Direct 
AppliAnce repAirs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

free locAl cAll out

Call Darren
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

S.O.S. Plumbing & 
Heating Services

www.sos-plumbing-heating.co.uk

 - Landlord Gas Safety Certificates
 - Boiler Installation & Servicing
 - Burst Pipes & Drains unblocked
 - Cookers / Washing Machines
 - Bathroom Suites & Showers
 -Free Estimates & advice

TEL: Stephen 
on 07748481544 
or 01740  655031

DIDO  birthday  bash

the community of Ferryhill.
DIDO   offers days out to a 
variety of places including 
castles, theatres and the 
seaside. 
Their latest trip was to 
Tyneside Cinema and 
members were treated 
to “The Lady in the Van” 
starring Maggie Smith 

before indulging in a spot 
of shopping at Boundary 
Mill. 
Funds have been raised for 
Air Ambulance and Help for 
Heroes through the initia-
tive of placing a collection 
jar near the entrance of 
the Dean Bank Institute for 
members to donate as they 
leave. £100 will now go 
towards each charity. 

From page 1

facebook.com/
ferryhillandchiltonchapter

Need to check council 
decisions, boundaries and 

rights of way, or obtain copies 
of baptisms or marriage in  

church certificates?
Want to trace your family 

history or find out what life was 
like in your home town?

Then contact Durham County 
Council’s Archives Service on:

03000 267 619

record.office@durham.gov.uk
www.durhamrecordoffice.org.uk

07733 555 330
01740 656 356

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
EPS

All Electrical and Plastering 
Work carried out in your 
home. Clean, Friendly, 

Reliable service, customer 
satisfaction no.1 priority.

Check4life
Are you aged 40-74?

Find out your risk of developing heart 
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes or kidney 

disease with a check4life health check. 
Then get personalised advice to reduce 

the risks. Visit your GP or have a check4life health check 
in a community venue such as your local pharmacy or 
leisure centre where you can see the check4life logo.

0191 569 2860

The Ferryhill Six fundrais-
ing ladies have had a busy 
few months recently and 
were delighted to present 
a cheque for £1,000 to 
the Education Centre 
for Children with Down’s 
Syndrome (ECCDS) based in 
the Pioneering Care Centre 
in Newton Aycliffe.
“We spent a lovely morning 
chatting to parents and 
watched the children 
taking part in games and 
activities,” said Zena 

Roddam on behlaf of the 
group.
“We also supported fund-
raising for a defibrillator 
at Dean Bank Institute and 
donated £250 to help this 
worthy cause,” she added. 
“And recently we held a 
cake and craft stall at St 
Paul’s Centre in Spenny-
moor and the £150 raised 
was given to the Friends 
of Cleves Cross Primary 
School towards their defi-
brillator fund.”

Ferryhill  Six  recent  
fundraising

Left to right: to either side of the DLI Victoria Cross memorial are Benny Hewitt and Jim 
Moffatt from Chilton with the Save the DLI Museum banner and Ron Inglis from Kirk 
Merrington and Geoff Wheadon from Chilton with DLI Museum Flag. 

Anger  as  DLI  Museum  finally 
closes  doors

Local campaigners from 
Chilton and Kirk Mer-
rington have reacted with 
anger as the Durham Light 
Infantry Museum finally 
closed its doors after a 
decision taken by Durham 
County Council’s Cabinet 
last year.
“Sadly on Thursday 31st 
March, the Durham Light 
Infantry Museum closed,” 
said campaigner, Jim 
Moffatt. “A campaign to 
keep the museum open 
was supported by many 
Chilton, Ferryhill and Kirk 
Merrington folk but proved 
to be unsuccessful. 
“In recognition of the 
efforts from the good 
people of our villages,” he 
said, “the actual Durham 
Light Infantry Flag used 
to promote the museum 
was donated to Chilton lad 
Geoff Wheadon who is the 
last Chilton and Windle-
stone member of the Spen-
nymoor DLI Association.
“This flag will now go on 
display in the Wheatsheaf 
Public House in Chilton 
where the heroism and 

bravery of the men and 
women of the DLI will 
forever be acknowledged. 
“Also being donated to the 
Wheatsheaf is the County 
Durham Save the DLI flag.
“Let’s hope that the 
Victoria Cross DLI Memorial 
finds a suitable, respectful 
home and is not going to 
be stored in the disused 
former cigarette factory 
in Spennymoor with many 
of the other DLI artefacts,” 
added Mr Moffatt.
The DLI collection was 
formerly housed at  Aykley 
Heads. Durham County 
Council has pledged to 
continue funding the public 
display of the collection.
In an earlier statement 
on the future of the col-
lection, Cabinet member 
for economic regenera-
tion and culture, Cllr Neil 
Foster earlier said: “We 
are committed to multiple 
exhibitions over the next 

five years to showcase 
much of what is currently 
on display, as well as many 
items, photos and stories 
which aren’t.” 
The first of the exhibitions, 
at Palace Green Library, 
is looking at the involve-
ment of Durham people in 
the Battle of the Somme, 
opened to the public on 
25th March and will run 
until 2nd October.
A five year exhibition on 
the History of the DLI will 
follow later in the year, 
with further temporary 
exhibitions on differ-
ent topics related to the 
regiment, and a linked pro-
gramme of events marking 
the World War One cente-
nary also planned.
More information on the 
collection and future ex-
hibitions is available from 
the Durham County Council 
website at: durham.gov.
uk/dlicollection.

Mainsforth Community 
Centre in Ferryhill Station 
is hosting a fundraising 
evening for Parkinson’s 
on Saturday 23rd April 
7pm-12am midnight.
The event, which includes 
a performance from The 
Northern Boyz, plus a 
tribute to the 60s, 70s, 80s, 
is inspired by Parkinson’s 
awareness week (20-26th 
April).
All proceeds will go towards 

Parkinson’s UK.  
Tickets to the fun-filled 
event, which also promises 
a little comedy, cost £6 
each and can be purchased 
at the following outlets: 
Colin’s Fish Bar (Ferryhill 
Station), Essence Hairdress-
ers (Main St. Ferryhill), and 
The House Beauty Salon 
(Cheapside, Spennymoor). 
Alternatively, you can call 
078 149 65724 or pay at the 
door! 

Fundraising  night  
for  Parkinson’s  UK
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07549 634 441

SILVERCABS
Local Driver

Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS

Out of hours call available. 
Call Neil on:

M: 07882 233 219  
Tel: 01740 656166

NC PLUMBING 
SERVICES

All plumbing requirements undertaken
From a drip to a full bathroom refit.

Complete Bathroom specialist,
Full tiling and wall cladding service,

Full Power Flush Service.
Central heating problems repaired.

No job too small

Bellwoods Windows and Doors

15 year guarantee on all UPVC frames and glass
Find us on Facebook. Free quotations.

Tel: 01388 205 670 | Mob: 07825 397 101
Email: info@bellwoodswindowsanddoors.co.uk

Chilton based

New Roofs, Slating, 
Tiling, Felt Roofs etc.

For all your roofing 
needs

Contact Lee

L & L Roofing Services

Mobile: 07970 381075
Home: 01740 653750

Two thousand and six to two thousand and 

sixteen

We’ve crowded a lot in the years in between

Come to the meeting greeted at the door

Jean’s welcoming smile, who could ask for more?

Into the hall tables are set

Biscuits, tea or coffee. What more can we get?

We look around the hall, familiar faces we see

Old friends are reunited over a cup of tea

What more can we say not forgetting behind 

the scenes

The preparation, the tea ladies. What a team!

What happens at D.I.D.O people will ask?

To name everything would be an enormous task

Entertainers, comedians, shows not to miss

And what about Elvis and gyrating Pelvis?

We’ve had actresses and what is more

D.I.D.O’s Janice and Noreen have taken to the floor

Outings to many exciting places we go

The theatre, the cinema, the rock and roll panto

And while I am on this theme

The Christmas and birthday parties are supreme

Our own talents mentioning no names

On the day D.I.D.O entertains

We’ve had “It ain’t half hot Mum”

Miners with lamps

We’ve had a pregnant bride

Members your talents do not hide!

But this could not happen without a good team

And there is no doubt Anne is the

 “Cream of the Cream”

So D.I.D.O continue to give lots of pleasure

There is no doubt D.I.D.O is a treasure!

Poetry Corner
Happy Anniversary D.I.D.O

By Nancy Hardy

This  week  in  History

On this day, Buddhists cele-
brate the commemoration 
of the birth of Gautama 
Buddha, the founder of 
Buddhism, thought to have 
lived in India from 563 B.C. 
to 483 B.C

8 April 563 B.C.

Nearly eight years after 
Princess Diana’s death, 
Prince Charles, her widower 
and heir to the British 
throne, weds his longtime 
mistress, Camilla Parker 
Bowles.

9 April 2005

Paul McCartney officially 
announces the breakup of 
the Beatles. The legend-
ary rock band the Beatles 
spent the better part of 
three years breaking up in 
the late 1960s.

10 April 1970

Rescue workers pick up 
the last survivors of the 
Wahine ferry accident. The 
ferry had capsized after 
hitting sharp rocks off the 
coast of Wellington, New 
Zealand, the previous day.

11 April 1968

Father Vincenzo Maculano 
da Firenzuola orders physi-
cist and astronomer Galileo 
Galilei to turn himself in to 
the Holy Office for holding 
the belief that the Earth 
revolves around the Sun.

12 April 1633

Disaster strikes 200,000 
miles from Earth when 
oxygen tank No. 2 blows 
up on Apollo 13, the third 
manned lunar landing 
mission.

13 April 1970

Representative of Friends of Cleves Cross, Mrs Jackie Whittaker, centre, accepts a 
cheque for £150 from the Ferryhill Six towards their defibrillator campaign.

Ferryhill  Six  donate  to 
defibrillator  campaign

The Friends of Cleves Cross 
Defibrillator Fund Raising 
Appeal has received a 
generous donation from 
the ladies of the Ferryhill 
Six.
Mrs Jackie Whittaker,  a 
representative of the 
Friends of Cleves Cross 
said: “Following on from 
our appeal to the commu-

nity and local businesses to 
help raise funds to be able 
to purchase  a defibrilla-
tor, we were delighted to 
accept a very kind donation 
of the wonderful sum of 
£150 from the Ferryhill Six.
“These lovely ladies raised 
the funds from selling 
homemade goods around 
Ferryhill and surrounding 

areas.
“Friends of Cleves Cross 
would like to say a very big 
thank-you to the ladies.”
Contributions can be made 
to the Friends of Cleves 
Cross and donations can be 
left at the office of Cleves 
Cross Primary School.
Ferryhill Six recent fund-
raising: page 5.
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Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is 
delivered to 
around 
8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
from just 2p each. 
Call 
(01388) 775 896 
to arrange distribution

CHILTON CHIPPY
 28 Eden Terrace, Chilton,  01388 720497

Open     11.00am - 2.00pm      4.00pm - 10.00pm    
Monday - Sunday

SPECIAL OFFER
Every Tuesday

Two Large Fish & Chips
Only £7.00

(Pick up only)

George Robson Miller of Ferryhill is to be the subject of a 
forthcoming biography by local author, Gerald Slack. 

George Robson Miller -  
A soldier’s tale 
Last month witnessed 
the 94th birthday of well 
known Ferryhill resident, 
George Robson Miller.
George is a decorated 
World War II veteran, and 
notable servant to the 
local community and the 
Royal British Legion.
Born in Peterhead, on Scot-
land’s north-east coast, 
George joined the Gordon 
Highlanders in 1938 as a 
boy soldier, at the tender 
age of sixteen. 
The thirst for action led 
George to join the Maritime 
Royal Artillery as a private 
gunner in 1939.
Germany had declared 
all British merchant ships 
would be treated as 
warships, and as such open 
to attack from both subma-
rines and aircraft.
George, as a gunner, was 
to serve on deck operating 
Lewis and Bren guns, pro-
tecting the merchant fleet 
from air attack, around 
Britain’s coastline and out 
into the Atlantic; in one 
of the most dangerous 
theatres of the war.
In 1942 George was to take 
part in the best known, and 
most costly action for the 
Maritime Royal artillery, 
Operation Pedestal; the SS 
Ohio convoy to Malta. 
Protecting Malta was 
crucial to the Allied inter-
ests in the Mediterranean, 
and in keeping open the 
supply lines through the 
Suez Canal. Despite incur-
ring heavy losses to both 
the merchant fleet, and its 
naval escort, the SS Ohio 
convoy was to reach Malta, 
saving the island from sur-
render. He remained in the 
Maritime Regiment until 
the end of the war, plying 
his dangerous trade as a 
gunner on both UK coastal 
duties, and out into the 
Atlantic.
George was to become a 
Highlander again in 1945, 
rejoining the Seaforth 
Regiment in Scotland, with 
further service to follow in 
the UK, Germany, Austria 
and the Middle East.
He was awarded the 
Atlantic Star in 1945, in 
recognition of his service 
in the Maritime Artillery, 
among with other war 
service decorations and 
was subsequently awarded 
the Canal Zone and Arabian 
Peninsula Bars, to add to 
his General Service medal.
He ultimately gained 
the rank of Regimental 

Sergeant Major in the 
Seaforths, and whilst still 
in service was introduced 
to Queen Mary, Princess 
Margaret the future Queen 
Elizabeth and to King 
George VI.
After military service 
George was eventu-
ally to take up residence in 
Durham, the home county 
of his first wife Olive.
Having joined the British 
Legion during the war, 
he was keen to continue 
his service, and became 
involved in the Ferryhill 
Station branch, in the days 
of the affectionately known 
pre-war wooden hut, to be 
replaced by the present 
building in 1968. 
George was involved in 
both improving the old 
building, and the specifica-
tion of its replacement. He 
became both Chairman and 
Branch Secretary; roles 
which he proudly holds to 
this day!
After his service, George 
worked at Smart and 
Browns’ factory in Spen-
nymoor in the late 70s and 
80s. Whilst there he was 
approached by the organis-
ers of a newly formed local 
Jazz Band, the Ferryhill 

Debonairs, to act as their 
trainer. This approach 
led to a fourteen year in-
volvement with the band, 
touring the country and 
winning many competi-
tions, aided by George’s 
drilling and parade ground 
expertise. 
Anybody attending the Re-
membrance Day Commem-
orations in Ferryhill, over 
the last 40 years couldn’t 
fail to be impressed by 
George, bedecked in his 
highland dress uniform, 
sporting either his tartan 
trews or kilt, and his regi-
mental bonnet, resplend-
ent with its Seaforth High-
landers cap badge.
An unstinting supporter 
of the Poppy Appeal, for 
years George organised 
wreaths and ensured the 
fund raising activity was 
strongly supported. 
George remains a soldier at 
heart to this day, and has 
proved a positive force in 
the life of his adopted com-
munity of Ferryhill.
The above article is an ab-
breviated extract from a 
future biography of George 
Miller, kindly supplied by 
his biographer and local 
author, Gerald Slack.

Ferryhill local, Charlotte 
Abbott has raised more 
than £500 for the North 
East Autism Society.
The generous mum-of-two, 
who was inspired into fun-
draising by her severely 
autisic son, Franki, joined 
forces with a fellow parent 
of autistic children, Amanda 
Bowron, to stage the event 
at Ferryhill Leisure Centre.
The event attracted many 
families who enjoyed a day 
of face painting, glitter 
tattoos, bouncy castles, 
arts and crafts and much 
more.
Charlotte said: “It was 

fantastic. We raised over 
£500 on the day and there’s 
still more to collect from 
charity boxes in shops.
“It’s close to my heart 
because I have a severely 
autistic son and it was good 
to speak to so many parents 
who have autistic children.
“We had support from local 
businesses and everyone 
contributed and did their 
part. It was fantastic how the 
community came together.”
The event coincided with 
autism awareness week, 
which ran from Saturday 
2nd to Friday 8th April.

Ferryhill  mum  raises 
funds  for  autism

Does your child 
complain  
they have 
nothing 
to do?

Visit
countydurhamfamilies.info

Or like                                  
www.facebook.com/

youngdurham 
for events, news and 

young people’s activities

Support your local
community newspaper

Don’t forget to mention 

The Chapter
when contacting our 

advertisers.
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Sport
Local leagues, competitions and events...

              
          

Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton

No 1 LOCAL APPLIANCE
REPAIR CENTRE

Specialists in Laundry, Refrigeration, 
Cooking, Dishwashing & Vacuums
Highly	qualified	Engineers	to	
your door FREE OF CHARGE
Tel: 01388 777353 / 01388 778556

A&R ELECTRICS GROUP

NEED A VAN?
JOHN’S VAN
LIGHT REMOVALS

ANYTHING MOVED 
FROM £10

01388 818286
07914 032280

LICENSED WASTE 
CARRIER

With Ferryhill Celtic pro-
gressing to the latter stages 
of cup competitions this 
season, it was time this 
midweek to play catch up 
in the league and Celtic had 
two midweek games against 
sides who could still math-
ematically overtake them 
as well as a top of the table 
clash on Sunday 3rd April.
First up was the visit of 
Washington Cricket Club 
who have only played six 
games so far this season 
and sit second bottom, but 
could still overtake Celtic in 
the title race.
The hard fought game saw 
the visitors use some strong 
physical challenges to upset 
the rhythm of the league 
leaders and it was a tactic 
that brought success as 
Washington took the lead 
on the half hour.
But just like the weekend 
when Celtic also fell behind 

the goal spurred the home 
side on and within five 
minutes, Luke Thompson 
had Celtic back on level 
terms.
Celtic then took the game 
to Washington in the second 
half, cancelling out their 
physical tactics by playing 
a high pressing game to put 
the visitors under pressure. 
The tactic worked and two 
goals, from Andrew Agar 
and Luke Thompson settled 
the tie to put Celtic five 
points clear of Framwell-
gate Moor.
And on Thursday, that lead 
was extended further to six 
points when a jaded Celtic 
were held in Ushaw Moor 
by Langley Park who have 
played just 10 games in the 
league so far.
For the third game in suc-
cession, Celtic conceded 
first after ten minutes and 
spent the remainder of the 

Dropped  points  fail  to  dent  
Ferryhill  Celtic’s  title  hopes

first half pressing for an 
equaliser which failed to 
materialise.
With just 15 minutes to go, 
the prolific Andrew Agar 
smashed home a thunder-
bolt drive from a Jay White 
corner to secure a point. 
On Sunday Celtic travelled 
to second place Framwell-
gate Moor and secured 
another point after a 1-1 
draw.
After a goalless forst half, 
Celtic took the lead on the 
hour when Shane Todd was 
felled in the box. 
Andrew Agar stepped 
forward to score his 7th 
goal in a week, but a tired 
Celtic conceded with 10 
minutes to go to collect a 
point and remain six points 
clear at the top. 
Celtic travel to Durham 
Bede Lodge on Thursday 
7th April for a 6.30pm kick 
off.

PACT  MEETINGS
Police & Communities Together

Bishop Middleham Ward - Beat Surgery
Thursday 5th May, 6.30pm - 7.30pm, 
St Michael’s Church, Bishop Middleham

CONTACT: PCSO Hobson on 101

Ferryhill Town & Dean Bank Ward
Wednesday 4th May, 6pm - 7pm
Ferryhill Town Hall, Ferryhill Market Place
CONTACTS: PC Metcalfe, PCSO Tate on 101.

Broom & Ferryhill Station Ward
Wednesday 4th May, 6pm - 7pm
Ferryhill Town Hall, Ferryhill Market Place
CONTACTS: PC Beacom, PCSO Armstrong on 101.

West Cornforth Ward
Thursday 5th May, 5pm - 6pm
Sure Start, West Cornforth
CONTACTS: PC Barclay, PCSO Hobson on 101.

Chilton Ward
Thursday 21st April, 7pm - 8pm
Chilton & Windlestone WMC
CONTACT:  PC 2510 Robins and PCSO 7747 Lines on 101.

“We are very keen to ensure that we are tackling issues which 
matter to you in your community. 
With our colleagues in the local authority, we have developed 
PACT meetings to ensure that you have a chance to engage 
with local officers from your beat team.”

Find a sports club near you at 
www.countydurhamsport.com

03000 282 012

Garden Cutz
• PATIO CONSTRUCTION.
• FENCING.
• ROTARY CLEANING 
&   SEALING OF PATIOS,    
PAVING & DRIVEWAYS.
• WALLING/BRICK WORK.

Free no obligation quotation 
or advice please call

01388 812886 or 07967 431821

W. BURDESS 
ELECTRICS

Domestic and 
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered

Telephone
(01740) 238604
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

PHASE ELECTRICS 
Domestic & Commercial

Full/Part Rewires | Extra Sockets | Lighting | 
Periodic Inspections | Landlord Certificates | 

Fault Finding | New Cooker/Shower Installations | 
Fuse Board Upgrades | Inspection & Testing |
 24 hr Call Out | 100% Customer Satisfaction | 

All work Part P Certified and Guaranteed |
No Job Too Big or Too Small

Call Steve 07873416943
Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care

Grass cutting and garden 
maintenance, with over 200 

lawns cut locally with an 
average price of just £6.50

Patios, Drives and Fencing
For A Free No Obligation 
Estimate Call John Paul 
Elsdon On 077030 10042

34, Gordon Terrace
Ferryhill DL17 8AU

Ground
Dezign

Newton Aycliffe Under 13 
Falcons is hosting a Sports-
mans Evening at Chilton 
WMC on Saturday 16th April 
with ‘Big’ Ron Atkinson as a 
special guest. 
The purpose of the evening 
is to raise funds so all 
eighteen Under 13 Falcons 
can attend the 2016 devel-
opment tour which includes 
matches to Holland.
Top TV Impressionist 
Kevin Connelly will also be 
present at the event which 
opens doors to locals (Over 

18’s only) at 7pm.
There are prizes to be won 
and the dress code is smart 
casual so no football suits!
Tickets cost £20 each and 
all money will go in support 
of the U13 Falcons.
For individual tickets, call 
07754 786925. For group/
corporate tables call 07725 
284666. For donations/
raffle prizes, call 07932 
819657. 
Coach Darren Williams said: 
“It would be fantastic for 
my team to participate in 

Under  13  Falcons  to  host  a  
fundraising  evening

group activities that will 
teach team building and 
life skills.  
“For some, this will be their 
first time leaving the UK.”


