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We are the region’s leading provider of full 
and part-time land based courses.

We provide training and education for 
all abilities, from students aiming to go 
to university to learners with learning 
diffi culties and disabilities. We are also 
home to County Durham’s new Autism 
Spectrum Condition support unit. 

providideerr o oofff fufufufullllllll 
oursrsesess.

Houghall 

is located on 

the A177 near 

Shincliffe

DH1 3SG

  Agriculture
  Animal Care
  Arboriculture and Forestry
  Environmental Management
  Equestrianism
  Floristry
  Horticulture and Gardening

Ferryhill man tackles 
underhand bailiff tactics
A local businessman has 
launched a campaign 
against “bullying” tactics 
he claims are used by 
bailiffs who pursue debt 
under instruction from 
local authorities.
Peter Troy, of Feversham 
Terrace in Ferryhill 
Station has taken 
action after Equita debt 
collection agency tried 
to charge him £361.84 
to cover an £80 parking 
fine. They also wrongly 
threatened to attend his 
home in the middle of 
the night to impound the 
property. This “phantom 
visit” issue, as he calls it, 
is one he is taking very 
seriously in his campaign. 
Mr Troy feels that the 
debt collection agencies 
are bending the rules in 
their efforts to recover 
money and that the local 
authorities are failing to 
ensure that they are run 
fairly.
He said, “Bailiffs are 

clearly using bullying 
tactics and are 
demanding money with 
menaces. Councils are 
failing in their civil obli-
gations to stop them.”
Mr Troy, who works 
for a PR company, is 
hoping to have this issue 
raised in Parliament and 
has printed hundreds 
of leaflets calling for 
residents to come 
forward if they have been 
similarly mistreated.
He was issued with the 
fine after he overstayed 
in a Durham City car 
park and then failing to 
pay on time or respond 
to reminders from the 
council, as he was ill at 
the time. The authority 
then passed on the debt 
to the Equita collection 
agency who billed Mr 
Troy for £361.84 who 
took the company to 
court over this matter.
When Equita failed to 
show up at Middles-

brough Crown Court the 
judge found in favour of 
Mr Troy, ruling that he 
only had to pay the £80 
fine and £24.32 in costs. 
He has since submitted 
a complaint to Durham 
Police and is pursuing 
Durham County Council 
for compensation.
Head of Transport at 
Durham County Council 
Adrian White said, “We 
can confirm the bailiffs 
used were properly 
certified and any issue 
Mr Troy has with the 
bailiffs as to the level of 
charges is something he 
must take up with them. 
This is a debt against 
the taxpayer and it’s 
only fair for all the other 
taxpayers that we pursue 
collection.”
If you would like to 
contact Mr Troy with 
similar experiences with 
bailiffs, please email 
peter.troy@the-publicist.
co.uk.

 

18a Darlington Road, Ferryhill

G O O D
V I B R    T I    N S

V OO

W O B B L E   A N D   T O N E

Workout  in  Just  10  -  15 Minutes  with  
Vibrostation Studio  System

£3 for 10 minutes 
Block Bookings 

available
First Session Free

Drop a 
Dress 

Size in 3 
Weeks!

Open Mon - Fri 9am -7pm   Sat 10am - 3pm

Capsiplex 
also available 

in store

Residents celebrate 
Christmas in style

The members of ‘Shields 
House’, Dean Bank Aged 
Miners Homes celebrated 
Christmas with a buffet 
tea with musical enter-
tainment and bingo. 
Presents were swapped 
and there were smiles all 
round as the residents 
enjoyed the Christmas 
festivities.
The centre also held a 
big Christmas raffle with 
many friends donating 
prizes, which was very 
much appreciated.
Everyone had an 
enjoyable time and the 
residents would like to 
express their sincere 
thanks to the committee 
for all their planning and 
hard work.

Residents at the Miners Homes. See below:

Residents 
celebrate
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Classifieds
All about local people ...

S CRABTREE
Digital Aerials Fitted

Your Single Digital 
Aerial Fitted.

FreeSat installations.
No Hidden Charges.

No Extra For Cable Used.
I Will Beat Any 

Written Quote, Plus 
Network Your House 

& Tune In
Ferryhill based

0797 997 1541
0770 643 2113

FlexibleConveyancing
Thinking of buying or 
selling your house?

Taking out a mortgage? 
Transferring a property? 
Discharging a mortgage?

Conveyancing is our 
game - being flexible 

is our aim.
For a fast, friendly 
service and to get a 

quotation please ring 
Sharon on

07595 471 207
Hope to speak to you soon!

Services

Atlas Disco / Karaoke
Reliability guaranteed

07943511095

MOVING A THING?
From £12.50. Call Phil.
Phone 01325 321084 

or 07790 509925

Discuss any of the stories or 
articles from The Chapter at 

The North East Forum
www.neforum2.co.uk/smf

VAN HIRE
WITH DRIVER
RUBBISH REMOVALS

Home Delivery Service
House Removals
House Clearance

Garden Shed etc. Clearance
Long & Short distance deliveries
Contract work taken, call Paul on:

07933 515 206

Stefan Sherrington

Love you loads,
Mam & Ian

xxx

Happy 16th Birthday Stefan

In Memoriam

Maureen McKenna

John, Lisa 
and family

Always loved and in our 
thoughts

9 - 1 - 2007

Birthdays

Liam Wilkinson

Love always, Mam, Dad, 
Lindsey, David, Kacie & Nana

xxx

8th January
Happy 18th Birthday

Proud of you!

Grace Teesdale

Lots of love,
Mam & Dad

xxx

Happy 1st Birthday

18!

Alicia Barlow

Lots of love, Mam & Dad
xxx

5th January
Happy 21st

21!

7th January

Police on patrol on the A688 
at Spennymoor spotted 
a Ford Fiesta car being 
driven with no headlights 
on and the hazard lights 
flashing at around 2.30am 
on Sunday 11th December. 
When the officers stopped 
the car and breath tested 
the driver they found he 
has 108mg of alcohol in 
100ml of breath, with the 
legal limit being 35mg.
David Rothwell, 30, of 
Balmoral Road, Ferryhill 
was more than three times 
over the drink drive limit, 
which cost him £1,100 and a 
24 month driving ban when 
he appeared at Newton 

Aycliffe Magistrates Court.
Mr. Rothwell had been 
at a friends home in 
Spennymoor watching a 
televised boxing match 
and had planned to stay 
overnight, but he left for 
home after he fell out with 
his friend.
The court heard Mr. 
Rothwell ran a utility 
company which employed 
several people, with him 
regularly driving around 
the country. He had 
never been convicted or 
cautioned for any other 
offences in the past 
and resented his foolish 
mistake.

Costly fall-out

CLASSIFIED FORM:

Post or hand this form into:
3-4 First Floor Offices, Town Council Building, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH.

OCCASION: (Please tick)
 Birthday   Obituary
 Anniversary   For Sale
 Birth   To Let
 Congratulations  Services
 Appreciations  Other (state):
 Memoriam   .....................

Number of separate messages:..............
Message(s): Please write in clear BLOCK CAPITALS and continue on a 
   separate piece of paper if necessary

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................

Total number of words = ............
Photograph included? (£6) Yes        No
(if yes, please include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your picture returning)

Amount (x35p): ..........................
Total: ..........................................
Name: ........................................................................................
Address: .....................................................................................
...................................................................................................
Contact number: ........................................................................

             
         

  Chapter
 Ferryhill

 & Chilton

Guitar Tutor
Professional, Qualified 

& Experienced Tutor
All Abilities & All Styles

FREE Introductory Lesson
Reduced Rates for Daytime Lessons

London College of Music 
Registered Tutor

Fully-equipped Music Studio

Contact Chris on
01388 818747

Based in Spennymoor

EVANS & Co.
Solicitors

FREE LEGAL SURGERY
Legal Advice

 Every Thursday 
4.00pm to 6.00pm.

Appointments available, 
but not necessary.

3 Durham Road, Ferryhill.
Tel: 01740 657 444

email:ferryhill@evansco.co.uk

FERRyhill 
RooFing 

ConTRACToRS lTD
For all aspects of roofing

- New roofs - roof repairs - 
slating - felt roofs etc.

Contact Trevor Elsdon on
01740 656619

or mobile 
0788 788 6558

Lettings 
Co-ordinator 

Wanted
For full details 

contact:
andrew.marshall@

amrp.co.uk
www.amrp.co.ukCarpet Cleaning 

Offer
Lounge carpet & stair 
carpet cleaned and 

deodorised for only £35
Excellent results, 

quick drying.

A1 Cleaning 
Specialist
Call or text Ian on 

07506 565 886

David Hallimond Plastering
No job too small

Mobile: 07792733967
Home: 01388 773164

Property
2 Bed Family Home For Rent
On Faraday Street, Ferryhill, 
near the allotments at the top 

end. Good neighbours. 
Long term let.

Call 07921214180
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The  Worx
Beauty & Tanning

Tel: (01740) 652006
9 MAIN STREET, FERRYHILL

Welcoming our new Beauty Therapists
Danielle & Lauren
New Year appointments available

Beauty & Nails: Monday - Saturday

Nail extensions French Tip & Spray Tan, 
Fake Bake or St. Tropez £25

Eyelash Extensions & Eyebrow Wax or Shape £15
Minx nail foils, fingers or toes £10
Vibro Plates £20 for 180mins - 

plus free use of toning tables

AppliAnce RepAiRs

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Electric Cookers, 

Vacuum Cleaners, Dish Washers

fRee locAl cAll out
Call Darren

Domestics Direct
Daytime: 07949 905 581
Evening: 01388 721 882

CORNERSTONE 
MOBILITY

1st for scooter, stairlift, wheel-
chair etc SERVICE & REPAIR

Tel: 07717 273 854

Keeping  you  cozy

CENTRAL  HEATING  SYSTEMS  AND 
RENEWABLE  SOURCES

BATHROOM 3D DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE

SERVICE,  REPAIRS,  LEAKS

ALL  PLUMBING  AND  GAS  JOBS

24HR  CALLOUT  365  DAYS

LOCAL  TRADESMEN  LOCAL  COMPANY

FREE  ADVICE  AND  QUOTATIONS

OFFICE 01388 815506
MOB 07999818091

Chilton Town Council
January Meetings

*Members of the public are invited to participate in these meetings
**Members of the public may attend these meetings

Tuesday 10th January
At 6.30pm

An easy to remember non-
emergency police number 
has been launched in our 
region.
The public are now able 
to call 101 for non-emer-
gency issues such as minor 
traffic collisions, criminal 
damage or if they want to 
speak to a local neighbour-
hood officer about an issue 
affecting their community.
The new number is being 
introduced as part of a 
national roll-out designed 
to make it easier for 
people to contact police.
Chief Constable Jon 
Stoddart said, “This 
is a simple number 
which should be easy 
to remember. We want 
people to use it when 
they're reporting a crime 
or incident, which doesn't 
need the 999 response.
"By using this number 
people will be able 
to contact their local 
officers, as well as helping 
to reduce the demands on 
the 999 system, which is 
for emergencies only.”

New  101  contact  
number launched

The new number will 
replace current non-
emergency numbers but 
calls will still be answered 
in the same police commu-
nications centres by the 
same police personnel.
When calling 101, the 
system will determine 
the caller's location and 
play a recorded message 
announcing the police 
force they're being 
connected to. If they are 
on a boundary between 
two or more forces, the 
recorded message will give 
them a choice of which 
force to be connected to.
Calls to 101 will cost 15p 
per call, no matter what 
time of day it is, or how 
long the call lasts. This 
means everyone calling the 
police will know exactly 
how much a call will cost 
them, whether they're 
calling from a landline or 
a mobile phone. Calls are 
free from public phone 
boxes.
People should continue to 
call 999 in an emergency.

Council tenants face 
sub-let crackdown
New government proposals 
could see wealthy tenants 
forced to pay the market 
rate for living in their 
council homes.
Government officials 
estimated there were up 
to 6,000 people in social 
housing who had incomes 
of more than £100,000 last 
year.
Also there are around 
160,000 tenants who 
move out of their homes 
and then take rent from 
someone else, thereby 
pocketing hundreds of 
pounds per week at the 

taxpayers expense.
Housing Minister Grant 
Shapps said it was a 
‘scandal’ which was 
costing taxpayers up to 
£10bn a year. He said 
why should someone on 
a six-figure income enjoy 
a fantastically subsidised 
council rent, whilst those 
in real need languish on 
the waiting list?
Around 1.8 million families 
are on council house 
waiting lists in England 
and Wales with around 8 
million people living in 4 
million council or housing 

association homes.
Ministers are committed 
to tackle tenancy fraud, 
which costs this country 
billions of pounds and 
means people who could 
otherwise be housed are 
losing out.
In addition to a national 
crackdown, which has 
been backed with £19m 
government cash, there 
will be published shortly 
proposals for consultation 
ahead of new legislation 
to criminalise tenancy 
fraud.

*Members of the public are invited to participate in these meetings 
**Members of the public may attend these meetings

*Ferryhill  2000  Committee
Wednesday 25th January 

At 6.00pm in Ferryhill Town Hall
**Town Council

Wednesday 25th January at 7.00pm 
In Ferryhill Town Hall
**Finance Committee 

Wednesday 25th January 
Following Town Council 

FERRYHILL TOWN COUNCIL
JANUARY  MEETINGS 

BlinDS FACToRy ShoP

Phone the North East’s original master blind maker

Siesta Blinds on 01325 309003
1 Brighouse Court, Newton Aycliffe Ind. Park.

Ask about our next day fitting on vertical blinds

£££’s

HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FREE
FREE

MEaSuRE & FITTINg 
buy direct from the 
factory and save

This  week  in  History

January 1934

“Flash Gordon” comic strip by 
Alex Raymond debuts

8 January 1979

512 die as oil tanker 
Bantry Bay blows up

9 January 1718
France declares war on 
Spain

January 1839

Tea from India arrives on 
English shores for the first 
time

11 January 1693

Mt Etna erupts in Sicily

12 January 1816

France decrees Bonaparte family 
excluded from the country 
forever

7

10
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KS Building Services
We specialise in all your 
Painting & Decorating 

requirements. 
Also all aspects of Joinery includ-
ing kitchens, tiling and laminate 
flooring. Fencing and Guttering.

Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

44 Years Experience
01740 651778
07931 801103

DenhamFields
Rear Commercial Street, Ferryhill Station, DL17 ODF

MOT  CENTRE
All classes of MOT undertaken including scooters, 

motorbikes, trikes, 3 wheelers, cars, vans (including 
class 5) mini bus, motor homes & limousines

We now supply and fit all makes of tyres
 for cars, motorbikes, vans etc

Wheel tracking & alignment,  Repairs, Services, Private & 
Commercial Vehicles, Auto Electrician, Competitive Price, 

Quality Workmanship, State of the Art Diagnostics Machine

Telephone 01740 657799
Mobile 07973710585  &  Fax 01740 654991

opening hours:
6.00am - 6.00pm Mon to Fri        7.00am - 1.00pm Saturday

JUMP START YOUR CAR INTO WINTER
For only £20 get a pre-winter safety check 

and get a FREE essential gift pack

Need to contact The Chapter 
about a Classified?
T: (01388) 775 896
E: thechapter@talk21.com

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

It is great news to hear that the short sighted 
decision to demolish our leisure centre has 
been overturned. Adequate facilities will still 
be provided for the bowling club, a business 
incubation service, the sports hall hire and 
a pub bistro. Glad tidings are brought to the 
people of Ferryhill. 

To my mind, it is cost cutting to the bone by 
local county councils that have seen six such 
centres close in the North East. These centres 
act like community hubs for fitness and social 
activities throughout the year. 

May I ask these council councils; that if in 
2 years time we were to emerge from the 
recession would they finance the build of new 
leisure centres? It makes more sense to keep 
them open than demolish and rebuild them 
at a later date! 

Surely a complete waste of tax payer’s money. 
The councillors, like Brian Avery, should be 
joining forces to lobby government for cost 
cutting to fall on failing Eurozone projects 
and financing a war in Afghanistan. 

In my opinion we should be cherishing more 
what is inside our country than those affairs 
beyond  our shores. A happy new year to all.

Steven J Corner MIET

FERRYHILL  CATHOLIC CLUB
Tel: 01740  652697

Cover Charge £1

Sat January 7th

       Admission For Members and Bona Fide Guests.

Chris Small
Superb Male Singer

John’S DECoRATing

PAinTing  AnyThing! 
ThEn giVE ME A Ring!

(Time Served)

For all your painting and 
decorating needs.
No job too small

Special rates for O.A.P’s
For a free estimate

 phone John on Ferryhill
(01740) 657191 
or 0775 983 8076

Employment Support
Have you recently been 
made redundant? Are you 
sick of sitting in the house? 
Do you claim incapacity 
benefit or employment 
support allowance (ESA)  
or aged 50+? Do you need 

help and support? 
Then Sedgefield Employ-
ability Consortium based 
at Ferryhill L.A.D.D.E.R. 
Centre may be able to 
help. They will give 
training for qualifications 

and employment support. 
This scheme will not affect 
your benefits, and it is free 
and confidential. 
For more information 
contact Trina or Louise on 
01740 651639.

Do you 
have 
leaflets 
for your 
business?

The Chapter is delivered 
to around 8,000 
homes
Leaflets distributed 
priced by weight & size

(01388) 775 896

Ferryhill mother has miracle 
daughter
When Melissa Wright was 
just 15 she was diagnosed 
with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, a life threat-
ening cancer that would 
require months of chem-
otherpay at Newcastle RVI. 
Doctors told her that the 
treatment would likely 
leave her infertile and 
she would have very little 
chance of conceiving a child 
naturally.
Melissa was barely back 
home with her parents in 
Ferryhill in 2006 when it 
was discovered that the 
chemotherapy had caused 
complications in her heart 
and body. 
She was rushed back into 
urgent care where medical 
staff gave the horrific news 
to her parents John and 
Binder that their daughter 
had just three days to live. 
She would need a heart 
transplant to survive.
“They were trying to decide 
whether to put me on the 
transplant list because of 

the cancer” said Melissa.
Luckily a donor heart was 
secured within a fortnight 
and surgeons were able 
to carry out a delicate 
transplant with Melissa in a 
worsening condition. 
It was a success and Melissa 
made a full recovery. She 
moved to Leeds University 
to study for her dream 
career in Law.
Fast forward and at aged 
19, student Melissa was 
shocked to find she was 12 
weeks pregnant with her 
daughter Jasmine. 
The youngest of three 
sisters said, “At first I 
thought it was just stress. 
I did the test to prove I 
wasn’t pregnant because 
I had basically been told I 
would never have children.”

“I was so shocked when it 
was positive. My parents 
were upset because they 
thought I was going to ruin 
my life and drop out of uni.
“But then they realised 
what a miracle it was and 
now they absolutely adore 
Jasmine.
“My immediate reaction 
was to ask if she could get 
cancer. I was so worried 
because I didn’t want her 
to go through what I did. 
But the doctors said its not 
hereditary, so she’s fine.”
Melissa has since trans-
ferred to Northumbria 
University and is currently 
juggling study with being a 
mother. 
“She’s my little miracle and 
she’s changed my life so 
much for the better.”
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JK’s Plastics & Roofing
All types of Roofing, Slating, 

Tiling, Flat Roofing, 
Dry Verge Systems

Guttering Renewed & 
Replaced, uPVC Fascias, 

Soffits & Cladding 
(Wood or Plastic)

Fibreglass Flat Roofing
“We will beat any genuine 

written quote”
Contact Kevin:
01388 600187
07919 178 979

EXPRESS MOTOR FACTORS
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

We are open to the public, arrange dealer car parts 
and sell a full range of motoring products

10% OFF
With this voucher 

(Limited time
retail customers 

only)

Number Plates * Oil * Motorbike 
Plates * Car & Motorbike Batteries 
* Exhausts * Timing Belts * Filters * 
Brake Discs & Pads * Light Bulbs * 

Window Wipers and much more

Call in or contact us for expert advice
48 North Street, Ferryhill, County Durham, DL17 8HX

TEL: 01740 652 926
Distributor

High Quality Gates 
 Garden Fences - Wall Railings

- Free Estimates &
Advice on any project

- Experienced Tradesmen 
- Friendly Reliable Fast Advice
Tel Stephen on: 07976554046

Email: info@valleywroughtiron.co.uk
www.valleywroughtiron.co.uk

Valley 
Wrought Iron

Keith Mclean
Joiner and Builder

01740 651629
0771 875 4249

Loft and Garage 
Conversions,

Fitted Kitchens, Roofing, All 
types of Building Work.

30 years experience

CORNER 
ELECTRICAL

•	House	Rewiring
•	Additional	sockets
•	Showers
•	Inspection/testing
•	Exterior	lights
•	Burglar	alarms
•	Electric	gates
24hr Emergency Call Out
FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

Telephone Jim on
 (01740) 654 751
Mob: 07725 205 172

The British Legion Club at 
the back of Linden Terrace, 
Chilton Lane are offering 
the use of their hall free of 
charge to anyone. It could 
be a birthday, engagement, 
retirement or any similar 
celebration.
There will be a £20 charge 

for cleaning after the event. 
However, if you clean up 
yourselves afterwards the 
event there will be no 
charge whatsoever.
Contact Mrs. Walton on 
(01740) 651731 for avail-
ability.

Free hall hire

Starting on Monday 9th 
January 2012 the Scarlet 
Band are running a new bus 
service No 113 from Wood 
Lane Shops in Ferryhill 
to Bishop Auckland via 
Spennymoor. 
The service will run from 
Monday to Friday on an 
hourly basis from 7.51 to 
16.51 to Bishop Auckland 
(except 12.51 which runs 
only to Spennymoor).
On Saturdays it is hourly 
from 8.51 to 15.51 (except 
12.51 which runs only to 
Spennymoor).

The return journeys from 
Bishop Auckland Monday to 
Friday are hourly from 8.21 
to 17.21 (except the 13.21 
which starts at Spennymoor 
at 13.41).
On Saturdays it is hourly 
from 8.21 to 17.21 from 
Bishop Auckland (except 
13.21 which starts at 
Spennymoor at 13.41).
The maximum single fare 
is £2 and the return fare 
is £3.
New timetables are 
available from Ferryhill and 
Spennymoor libraries.

New bus service

Drug awareness day
Ferryhill Police have 
organised a drug 
awareness evening for 
the 19th January 2012. 
The session will take 
place at St Lukes Church, 
Church Lane, Ferryhill 
at 6pm. This is an op-
portunity for you to gain 
knowledge of drug use, 
the effects of drugs 
and what to do should 

someone be under the 
influence of drugs.
The aim of the session 
will be to give you a 
general understanding 
of the effects of drugs 
and what you can do 
if you should ever find 
yourself in a situation 

where drugs are present. 
Local drug and alcohol 
agencies have been 
invited to provide up to 
date information and 
advice to enhance your 
knowledge in relation to 
drug and alcohol misuse.

harrison brown windows

For all your UPVC windows, doors and 
conservatories. If your double glazed 

units are all misted up, call us.
We now supply and install 

UPVC internal Doors

tEL: 01388 777606

Furnace industrial  Estate,  shildon

A Royal navy crewman 
returned home for 
Christmas after a five 
month tour of duty in 
Iraq. 
Leading Logs (Writer) 
Daniel Young from 
Chilton, who studied at 
Ferryhill Business and 
Enterprise College is part 
of the Nato led training 
mission in Iraq, working in 
a NATO headquarters with 
approximatively a dozen 

different nations. 
Daniel first served in Iraq 
in 2007 when he was 
based in Basra.
Now working in Baghdad 
in the command  head-
quarters he said “Things 
have changed a lot since 
my last time in Iraq. The 
security has improved 
greatly with very few 
rocket attacks compared 
with 2007.”

Home for Christmas

W. BURDESS 
ElECTRiCS

Domestic and 
Commercial
All aspects of 

work
Part P Registered Member of the 

NIC EIC

       

Telephone
(01740) 657045
Mobile: 0788 172 2393

Services 
& Repair

Free Quote

hEATing  &  PlUMBing

Gas Safe Registered
For All Boiler installations, 

Tel: 07826527952

J. DUnn

01388 720009

Scrub Bashing

Come along and help to improve the Ferryhill Carrs Nature Reserve this New Year

Durham County Leisure 
Community Conser-
vation are holding a 
‘Scrub Bashing’ session 
at Ferryhill Carrs Local 
Nature Reserve on 
Saturday 14th January 
2012 from 10am till 12 
noon.
The objective of the 

exercise is to remove all 
unwanted trees and plants 
to generally improve the 
nature reserve.
There is parking at 
Duncombe cemetery car 
park, Cleves Avenue, then 
walk to the site, which will 
be sign posted. It is a drop 
in session where you can 

stay for as long or as little 
as you like. You may get 
dirty, so wear old clothes 
and sturdy footwear. No 
experience is necessary, 
with everyone welcome., 
but children under 16 
years must be supervised. 
All the appropriate tools 
will be provided.
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Soul Mate
By C R Lee, Chilton

Armstrong 
Electrics

Quality Electrical Services 
at competitive prices

Free Quotes & Advice

No Call Out Charge
Contact Gary Armstrong on

  01740 654054
  07944 444100

Andrew’s Roofing
The complete roofing service
New Roofs - Flat Roofs - Repairs

Slating & Tiling - Felting 
and Pointing

UPVC, Gutters, Fascias, Soffits 
& Flat Roofing Specialist

Free Estimates
Tel 01388 605489

07986 217936

ANDREW HEAVISIDE
ELECTRICAL & PLASTERING SERVICES
•	Fuseboard	Upgrades

Clean,	Friendly,	Reliable	service	-	Free	Quotations

07733555330		/		01740	656	356

•	Full	Re-skims
•	Full	/	Part	Rewires •	Cover	Artex
•	Garage	/	Outdoor	Supplies •	Ceilings
•	Inspection	&	Testing •	Boarding	&	Repair	Work

I’d never arranged to meet her
Nor she to meet with me

Our rendezvous was a miracle
It was never planned to be

But for he birthday venue
Of our mutual lasting friend

We probably would have never met
Remained as strangers to the end.

That possibility is now unthinkable
As we’ve formed a binding team
Our marriage vows remain intact

We’ve still living the proverbial 
dream.

We share a surreal affinity
‘Almost telepathic’ some might say
She will often quote what’s on my 

mind
Her thoughts, I might convey.

For every solitary shoreline
There are many grains of sand
My advice to the individual -

Just keep stretching out your hand.

For each and every ripened fruit
There exists a matching tree
So too, for every one of us,

There’s compatibility.

For all you single people
 - And I know there are a few -
There’s no need for despondency
Your soul mate waits for you....

Poetry Corner
Ferryhill Police would like 
to warn all motorists there 
has been an increase in car 
windows being smashed. 
Over the past month there 
have been a number of 
incidents in the Ferryhill 
area. In most cases a 
house brick has been used 
to damage windows of 

parked vehicles. Motorists 
are advised not to leave 
any valuables on display 
when leaving their vehicles 
unattended. 
Motorists are also asked to 
watch out for and remove 
any large stones left near 
to your vehicle.

Police warning to car 
owners

A 5 week free course 
starting on Monday 9th 
January at the Ferryhill 
LADDER Centre could help 
to train you in valuable 
internet and email skills 
for employment.
The course is free to 

anyone on JSA or ESA but 
is open to everyone at a 
cost of £26. 
Sessions will start on 
Monday 9th from 1pm to 
3pm. If you are interested 
please call 01740 651639 to 
book your place.

Free internet and 
email course

Shildon Gardens & 
Allotments’ Guild
Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AG

Open Sundays 8.30am - 11.30am

70lt Mother Earth multi-purpose compost 
3 for £10.50 (Our best seller)
75 lt Levington M3 MPC £6

80 lt Bulrush Prof MPL £4.75
100 lt Baled Peat £6

4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £4.55
4x4 lt Pre-Packed Paraffin £18 box

Yeoman Hand Forks £1.50 each
10 lt Maxicrop £30 each

Ferryhill LADDER Centre 
hold a Citizens Advice 
Bureau drop in session 
every Friday morning 
from 10 00am till 1 00pm 
providing advice and in-
formation on many issues 
including legal, housing, 
debt, money, employment. 

The sessions are free, 
impartial, independent and 
confidential.
For more information 
contact 01740 651639  5-7 
Coniston Road, Ferryhill, 
DL17 8EZ or online at www.
fer r yhi l l laddercentre.
co.uk.

Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau

Do you need a helping hand 
to reduce your electricity 
bill?
Why not borrow an energy 
saving monitor from your 
local library and save 
money and reduce the 
amount of energy you use. 
Monitors can be taken out 
for a free three week loan 
period.

Also, are you prepared  
for any bad weather this 
winter? For helpful informa-
tion on how to be prepared, 
common questions and 
what to do if you are 
concerned for someone 
during bad weather, visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/
warmandwell or call 0300 
123 7070.

Energy savers

You’ll have heard it a lot over the last 
few days,

It’s not grammatically correct yet 
it’s what everyone says,

This phrase, well meant, just makes 
me cringe,

Worse than a moaner who does 
nothing but winge,

Worse than a door with a squeaky 
hinge,

Worse than a drunk who’s been out 
on the binge,

So as we enter leap year 2012 with 
it’s 366 days,

Let’s dare I say it, put a ban on this 
phrase,

Just three little words, but what are 
they you may ask,

Just don’t say them to me or I’ll take 
you to task.

ALL THE BEST 

he cringes yet again.

All The Best
By Geoff Gregg, Tursdale, ex Ferryhill.

P.J.R. 
PLASTERING

All aspects of Plastering
Re-skims & Rendering

Clean Service
Quality Workmanship
Very Reasonable Rates

No Job too Small

Phone for a
FREE quote

01388   775275
0781  357  1929

Send your poems to 3-4 First Floor Offices, Shildon Town Council 
Building, Civic Hall Square, Shildon, DL4 1AH 

or email thechapter@talk21.com. 
Alternatively, leave your contributions at Ferryhill or Chilton Library.
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Heating & 
Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Combi Boilers
Fires - Cookers
All Gas Work

Serviced & Repaired
Free local call out

Guaranteed Service
Phone Paul on
07967 679 998

FIRST  CHOICE  MAINTENANCE

Chilton Based

DRIVING 
LESSONS

Driving lessons with local experienced 
professional DSA approved instructor

Phone or text 
0776 123 9931

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
VOUCHERS

6 LESSONS - £80

SILVERCABS

07549 634 441

Local Driver
Anytime, Anywhere
Hospitals, Doctors, 

Airports, Train Station, 
Holidays, Shopping

TAXIS
Looking to rent 
a new home?

Thinking of letting your 
property of perhaps 
selling your home?

We can help
07855 972 965
www.amrp.co.uk

of our wonderful community
               

         Chapter
 Ferryhill
 & Chilton At the heart

How to contact us:
By email or online:
thechapter@talk21.com or www.thechapter.org
By post or in person:
The Chapter, First Floor, Town Council Offices, 
Civic Hall Square, Shildon. DL4 1AH.
By telephone or voicemail:
(01388) 775896 or 07909 992 731.
Leave items for the paper at:
Ferryhill Library or Chilton Library.
How to advertise:
We can design an eye catching advert tailored 
to your specific needs. A breakdown of costs is 
available online at www.thechapter.org.
The Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter is delivered free of charge to 
homes and businesses in Ferryhill, Chilton, Windlestone, Bishop 
Middleham, Ferryhill Station and Rushyford.

Letters
Have your say...

Dear Editor,

I would like to extend my thanks to the Friends 
of Dean Bank School for all their hard work and 
commitment to the school over the years. 

They have been an asset to the school and the funds 
they contributes have and will continue to help the 
pupils and staff especially through the read-write 
inc. initiative. 

Would all those involved please accept the thanks 
and best wishes for the future from the governors, 
staff and pupils of the school.

Mike Scurr, 
Chair of Governors, Dean Bank.

HANDYmAN 
AvAILAbLE

No job too small

Competitive rates
Tel John: 01740 655101

0779 657 5166

Most household tasks carried out
Painting - Flat pack assembly 
- Kitchens, Bathrooms, Tiling, 

Garden Maintenance, 

New disabled badge charges

The cost of Blue Badges 
for disabled people in Co. 
Durham will rise from £2 
to £10 after the Durham 
County Council recom-
mended the maximum 
increase possible.
There are about 
2.5m disabled people 

nationwide who have Blue 
Badges, including about 
35,000 in Co. Durham, but 
it is estimated that up to 
500,000 badges are used 
incorrectly.
To address the problem, 
the government is setting 
up the Blue Badge Im-

provement Service to 
produce and distribute all 
badges from 1st January 
2012, when the new 
charges become effective.
They are introducing a 
new design and badge that 
will be more secure.
Cllr. Morris Nicholls, 
D.C.C. cabinet member for 
adult services said “The 
government is introduc-
ing a major programme of 
reforms to the Blue Badge 
scheme in order to bring 
about improvements and 
more effectively address 
abuse and fraud, which 
results in an estimated 
£46m in lost parking 
revenue for councils each 
year. The implementation 
of these reforms will mean 
extra costs to the council 
unless we increase the 
fee we charge for a Blue 
Badge.”

Advertise your business in 

The Chapter
T: (01388) 775 896
E: thechapter@talk21.com

Involved with a local sports team or 
club? We want to hear from you!
Email thechapter@talk21.com

USEFUL 
CONTACT LIST

Durham Constabulary to report quality of life issues 
or incidents of crime    0345 60 60 365

Crimestoppers     0800 555 111

The Anti Social Behaviour Reduction Unit    
If you are suffering from acts of Anti Social Behaviour 
contact 01388 816 166 Ext 8824 / 8854

Fire and Rescue Community Safety    
Your local fi re-fi ghters can provide a Free fi re safety 
check in your home, contact 0191 332 4222

Special Collections To arrange collections contact      
01388 816 166

Confidential  Answerphone Leave local police a 
message on any issues or intelligence you may have 
01325 742759

Ferryhill Town Council    01740 652157

The Ferryhill & Chilton Chapter   01388 775896

Ferryhill Library   01740 651236

Ferryhill Durham Road Surgery   01740 651238

Ferryhill Leisure Centre   01740 654121

Dean Bank & Ferryhill      01740 657221
Literary Institute

Ferryhill Durham Road Dentists   01740 651124

Chilton Town Council    01388 721788 

Chilton Library   01388 720251
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